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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY 

This report is based on a synthesis of findings from various publications, ZEDS surveys 
and numerous Government publications. It is supported by a wide spreading 
background study report on Zimbabwe's prospects for employment and agricultural 
development produced with two other colleagues from ZIDS. 
In four preliminary sections the report first traces the role and contributions of 
agriculture in the economy and in employment, and then it assesses the performances 
of the agricultural sub-sector, focusing on large-scale commercial farming (LSCF) and 
Communal Area farming in order to highlight the differences in employment and growth 
impacts of these two dominant sub-sectors. In the two following sections the resources 
and policy framework of sub-sectoral performance are discussed and identifiable 
investment policy impacts synthesized, with particular attention given to the 
employment effects of the post-independence agricultural developments. 
These analyses lead to the conclusion that reasonable growth and some small measure 
of equity were achieved during the period studied, while declining formal employment, 
increased underemployment and precarious Communal farm employment were 
achieved in a situation of growing officially "descaled" unemployment. 

1 Moyo, S., Mpindu, S. and Ngobese, P., (1989); "Prospects for Agricultural and Employment Development in Zimbabwe," 
A ZIDS /SATEP Working Paper. 
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THE ROLE OF AGRICULTURE IN ZIMBABWE'S ECONOMY 
GDP in Agriculture 
The agricultural sector has maintained a relatively low share of contribution to the 
national GDP at around 15% in the second half of the 1980s, having risen from around 
12% at independence, in-spite of its relative prominence in other such as employment, 
and export earnings (see Annex Table I). While the average annual growth rate of 
agricultural GDP has hovered around 5%, during the last three to four years, agricultural 
GDP growth rates have varied widely throughout the last 10 years. 
Following a period of decline during the 1975 to 1979 period related to droughts and 
the war, the negative average annual GDP growth rate was transformed into a positive 
real growth rate of 5.7% in 1980 and 1981.2 This performances reflected political 
stabilization, good rains and significant increased output of commodities such as sugar, 
maize, and cotton. The 1982 and 1984 years experienced negative average agricultural 
GDP annual growth rates (at around -2.8% in real terms) due mainly to persistent 
droughts and a minor decline in export commodity prices (particularly cotton, sugar, 
tobacco and tea.) 4 The end of droughts during the 1984/85 season thus saw improved 
agricultural GDP share contributions and average annual growth rates to 15% and 5% 
per year in the latter half of the 1980s. Over the longer term, agricultural GDP share 
declined by 18% in 1965 to around 12% in 1986, even though value added increased 
from Z$214 million in 1970 to Z$516 million in 1986, at current prices.5 Decidedly, 
however, agricultural performance since 1980 has been proscribed largely by 
environmental factors and, to a lesser extent by a shift towards increased peasant 
production as well as the world commodity prices declining tendency. 

Commodity Production Trends 
The estimated shares of agricultural commodities in their contribution to the 
agricultural GDP, based on sales and total production, reflect the overaching dominance 
of crops over livestock products. In 1980 the share of crops in total agricultural 
commodity sales was 75.5% against 24.5% from livestock products, compared to 178.4% 
in 1965, 66% from crops in 1970 and 74.8% in 1975. By 1986, however, this had risen 
to 82.6% contribution of sales by crops, while in 1983, for example, it remained at 69.5%. 
This reflects an unstable but dominant role of crops, whose individual production trends 
and contributions to GDP need further assessment (see CSO p. 34, table on sales). 
Tobacco has consistently led commodity contribution to sales and GDP ranging from 
17% in 1975 (lower then perhaps due to UDI sanctions effects), 20% in 1980, peaking 
to 27% in 1984 (a drought year) and then stabilizing around 25% in the last three years. 

2 GOZ Socio-Economic Review (1986), p.19. 
3 Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe, "Quarterly Economic and Statistical Review11 (1980). 
4 World Bank Report (1987), Annex 2 p.24, Table 4. 
5 World Development Report Statistics, p... 


