
Arnab Acharya is an economist at the Research
Triangle Institute, Washington, D.C. He has written
extensively on health, discounting and more recently,
on ethics. His current research interests include
participatory health policy, as it relates to HIV/AIDS.

Angela Alonso is the Coordinator of the
Environmental Conflicts Area at CEBRAP (Brazilian
Centre of Analysis and Planning) and a Professor
in the Department of Sociology at the University
of São Paulo. She is currently working on research
about the Brazilian environmental movement. She
has published articles about environmental conflicts
in Brazil and she is also co-author (with Sergio
Costa and Sergio Tomioka) of a book on the same
topic, Negotiated Modernization: Road Extension and
Environmental Risks in Brazil (CEBRAP/Ibama
2000).

Marian Barnes is Professor of Social Research in
the Institute of Applied Social Studies at the
University of Birmingham. She has undertaken
extensive research on user involvement and user
self-organisation in the context of health and social
care and on citizen participation. She has a particular
interest in movement of older people, mental health
service users and carers. Her publications include
Care, Communities and Citizens (Longman 1997)
and (with Ric Bowl) Taking Over the Asylum:
Empowerment and Mental Health (Palgrave 2000).

Vera Schattan P. Coelho has a PhD in political
science from the State University of Campinas. She
is a researcher at the Brazilian Centre of Analysis
and Planning (CEBRAP) and has published
extensively on health policies, social policies and
welfare reform in Latin America.

Andrea Cornwall is a Fellow in Participation and
Development at the Institute of Development
Studies (IDS). A social anthropologist by training,
her research interests focus on how participation
has been understood and used in different arenas
of development work, and on questions of
difference. She is co-convenor, with Vera Schattan

Coelho, of the Development Research Centre for
Citizenship, Participation and Accountability’s
programme of work on the politics of representation
and inclusion in participatory arenas.

Valeriano Costa is a researcher at the Brazilian
Centre of Analysis and Planning (CEBRAP) and a
Professor in the Department of Political Science at
the State University of Campinas. He is currently
working on research about the Brazilian
environmental movement. He has published articles
about environmental conflicts as well as on
federalism and democracy. He is co-author (with
Fernando Abrúcio) of State Reform and the Brazilian
Federative Context (Konrad Adenauer 1998).

Peter P. Houtzager is a Fellow at the Institute of
Development Studies. His current research focuses
on civil society forms of organisation and
representation, as well as the legal mobilisation of
the poor. He is co-editor (with Mick Moore) of
Changing Paths: International Development and the
New Politics of Inclusion (University of Michigan
Press 2003).

Andrew Knops is a lecturer in the Department of
Sociology at the University of Birmingham. His
research interests lie in deliberative democracy.
Theoretically his work has focused on Habermas
and his critics, while practically he is interested in
attempts to use deliberative democracy to represent
otherwise marginalised groups. Prior to his
lectureship, he was a Research Fellow on the project
‘Power, Participation and Political Renewal’, part
of the ESRC (Economic and Social Research
Council) Democracy and Participation project. He
received his DPhil from York University in 1999,
for a study of Benefits Agency attempts to involve
social security claimants in local policy making.

Adrián Gurza Lavalle is a Professor at Pontificia
Universidade Católica de São Paulo (PUC) and a
Researcher at the Brazilian Centre of Analysis and
Planning (CEBRAP). He is author of Estado, sociedad
y medios ? Reivindicación de lo público (México, Plaza
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y Valdés/UIA 1998) and is currently working in
Brazil and México on forms of civil society
organisation and representation.

Simeen Mahmud has studied statistics at Dhaka
University and medical demography at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. She joined
the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies
after completing her Masters  and is now Senior
Research Fellow in the Population Studies Division.
She was a MacArthur Fellow at the Harvard Center
for Population and Development in 1993. Her past
research has been on demographic estimation, the
relationship between women’s work, status and
fertility and demographic transition under poverty.
Currently she is working on empowerment and
development, citizenship and collective action and
social policy and exclusion.

Ranjita Mohanty has a PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru
University and is a political sociologist. She currently
heads the Research and Academic Linkage
Programme at the Society for Participatory Research
in Asia (PRIA), in India. Her research covers various
dimensions of collective action relating to natural
resource management, people’s participation in
development, interface between civil society and
the state and the complexities of governance and
democratisation.

Andrew Mott directs the Community Learning
Project, an initiative designed to foster learning in
the field of community and social change. Formerly
Executive Director of the Center for Community
Change, he has worked with grassroots community
groups in the USA for over 35 years, assisting them
with their organisational development and their
work on community issues and projects. He has
also worked extensively on national policy issues
in the USA, chairing several national coalitions and
overseeing projects which have involved grassroots
groups in participatory research, coalition-building
and action on those issues.

Janet Newman is Professor of Sociology at the Open
University. Her main interests are in questions of
governance and particularly, how state–citizen
relationships are being reconfigured. Her most
recent book is Modernising Governance: New Labour,
Policy and Society (Sage 2001). Her current research
includes a project on ‘Creating citizen–consumers’

as part of the ESRC (Economic and Social Research
Council) Cultures of Consumption programme.

Steven Robins is Professor of Sociology at the
University of Stellenbosch. He has worked on issues
of rural development, especially in Southern
Zimbabwe, Namaqualand and the Kalahari (South
Africa), and has written on trauma, place, and urban
identity in Cape Town. His recent research is on
globally connected NGOs and community-based
organisations (CBOs) involved in AIDS and housing
activism. He is currently editing a book entitled Limits
to Liberation: Citizenship and Governance After
Apartheid, to be published by James Currey Publishers.

Carlos Cortez Ruiz holds a PhD in Anthropology
and is a Professor at the Autonomous Metropolitan
University (Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana)
in México, where he teaches Rural Development
and coordinates the Interdisciplinary Research
programme on human development in Chiapas.
He has conducted research on social strategies for
development and on governmental policies for rural
development in Mexico. He has published on these
themes and on research methodology.

Helen Sullivan is Research Director, Urban
Governance at the University of the West of
England. She specialises in: the study of ‘working
across boundaries’ – collaboration and partnerships
in urban settings; the practice of ‘community
governance’ with particular reference to the
contribution of decentralisation strategies and
neighbourhood working; the development of new
forms of citizenship; and the evaluation of complex
community initiatives. She has published widely
in relation to these research areas and is co-author
(with Chris Skelcher) of Working Across Boundaries.
Collaboration in Public Services (Palgrave 2002).
Currently she is involved in a major programme of
research evaluating ongoing local government
reform in England, funded by the UK government.

Marilyn Taylor is Professor of Urban Governance
and Regeneration at the University of the West of
England. She has been involved in research on
community development, the voluntary and
community sector, partnerships and neighbourhood
renewal for many years, and has recently published
Public Policy in the Community (Palgrave 2003).
Other members of the research team, acknowledged
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here, were Gary Craig who is Professor of Social
Justice at the University of Hull, Dr Surya Monro
who is Senior Research Fellow at Leeds Metropolitan
University, Dr Tessa Parkes who is Senior Lecturer
at the University of Brighton, Diane Warburton
who is Director of Shared Practice, University of
Brighton, and Dr Mick Wilkinson who is a Research
Fellow at the University of Hull.

Bettina von Lieres is a senior lecturer in the Political
Studies Department at the University of the Western
Cape in Cape Town, South Africa. Her doctoral
thesis, entitled ‘Marginalisation and Politics in Post-
apartheid South Africa’ focused on issues of
democratic theory and inclusion in post-apartheid
South Africa. She has written on problems of
marginalisation and participation. Her recent
research is on new forms of organisation amongst
the poor in civil society and new forms of

deliberative democracy in South Africa and Canada.
She is currently living in Toronto with her family.

John J. Williams is a principal town planner in the
City of Cape Town and lecturer in the School of
Government, University of the Western Cape. With
a background, including a doctorate and masters’
degrees in urban planning and geography, he has
published widely on local economic development,
geographical information systems, World Bank,
identity, human rights, culture, citizenship,
epistemology and social movements in journals
such as Cities, Development Southern Africa, Critical
Arts, South African Labour Bulletin, Ecquid Novi and
Visual Anthropology, and internet-based journals
such as www.und.ac.za/und/ccms. His current
research interests include social change, democratic
governance, public policy analysis and development
planning in local government.


