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Ken Aoo is currently an MPhil student at IDS.
Previously he worked in an NGO operating in South-
East Asia, and spent three years in Vietnam. He is
particularly interested in the effect of globalisation
on rural poverty.

Christopher B. Barrett is Professor of Applied
Economics and Management at Cornell University,
and editor of the American Journal of Agricultural
Economics. He has worked extensively in Africa and
has ongoing field research on poverty traps and risk
management in Madagascar, Kenya and Ethiopia. An
expert on food aid, Barrett has published extensively
on a wide range of agricultural development issues,
broadly focused on poverty, hunger, food security,
economic policy and the structural transformation of
low-income societies, with emphasis on risk and
sustainability issues.

Armando Barrientos is a Fellow at IDS, and a
Senior Researcher with the Chronic Poverty
Research Centre. His research interests focus on the
linkages existing between welfare programmes and
labour markets in developing countries, and on
poverty and vulnerability reduction. His work has
been published widely, including articles in World
Development, Applied Economics, The Manchester
School and Geneva Papers in Risk and Insurance. He
has acted as an adviser to the ILO, the World Bank,
DFID, UNRISD, IADB, WIEGO and the Caribbean
Development Bank.

Saul Butters is currently an MPhil student at IDS
with a BA in African Studies and Geography from
SOAS. His current research is on competing
knowledges in the agricultural policy process and
issues of race and land reform.

Michael R. Carter is Professor of Agricultural and
Applied Economics at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison. He is also Director of the BASIS
Collaborative Research Support Program that studies
rural poverty alleviation strategies across the
developing world. Author of numerous articles and

books, Carter’s research focuses on the nature of
growth and transformation in low-income
economies, giving particular attention to how
inequality in the distribution of assets shape, and are
shaped by, economic growth. His current projects
include longitudinal analysis of income distribution in
South Africa and a pilot study of index-based
agricultural insurance in Peru.

Stefan Dercon is Professor of Development
Economics at the University of Oxford, and has
written extensively on risk and poverty. Currently he
is involved in a number of projects studying long-
term poverty dynamics in Ethiopia, India and
Tanzania. A recent book, Insurance against Poverty
(Oxford University Press 2004), discusses how risk
may cause poverty and how interventions designed
as part of social protection policies can help poor
people to escape poverty.

Stephen Devereux is an IDS Fellow and a Director
of the Centre for Social Protection. He works on
food security, rural livelihoods, poverty reduction and
social protection. His research experience has mainly
been in Africa, especially Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi
and Namibia. His books include Fieldwork in
Developing Countries, Theories of Famine, Food Security
in Sub-Saharan Africa and The New Famines.

Jerker Edström is currently a Research Fellow at
IDS. Jerker has been concerned with HIV and AIDS
since his MPhil dissertation on the HIV epidemic in
Haïti, in 1988. He subsequently worked on
reproductive health, development economics and
pastoralist development with various agencies, until
returning to HIV, AIDS and gender with Swedish
SIDA in 1994. Jerker then joined a new small UK-
based NGO and spent the next 11 years mobilising
and scaling-up support to local NGOs in Asia, Latin
America and Africa, with the International HIV/AIDS
Alliance.

John Farrington has a PhD in Agricultural
Economics from the University of Reading, where he
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is currently Visiting Professor in Rural Development.
His current interests lie in the scope for
complementarities between social protection and
the productive sectors, and in the role of cash
transfers in social assistance, particularly in Asia. He
has worked for extended periods in southern Africa,
Latin America and South Asia and latterly in India on
institutional roles in technological change, on rural
livelihood diversification and on social protection.

Nicholas Freeland is a Director of MASDAR (UK)
Ltd, and has spent 27 years working in information
and communications for development (ICD). He has
extensive experience in agriculture, rural
development, food security, poverty reduction and
social protection, with a technical emphasis on ICT
strategies. He is a specialist in information systems
and policy analysis for vulnerability, food security and
nutrition assessment. He has worked in this area in
over 30 countries throughout the world, including
substantial inputs to a number of national and
regional food security projects in Africa. He is
currently Programme Director of DFID’s Regional
Hunger and Vulnerability Programme (RHVP) in
southern Africa, with particular responsibility for the
establishment of a Regional Centre of Excellence for
Vulnerability Assessment and Analysis.

Ugo Gentilini joined the UN World Food
Programme in 2002 and since then has been mainly
focusing on food security, social protection and
development policy issues. His research interests
include agriculture, food security, social protection,
risk and vulnerability under subsistence conditions,
MDGs and the economics of nutrition. He gained his
PhD in Agricultural and Development Economics
from the University of Rome. He is currently policy
officer in the newly established Social Protection and
Livelihood Service (PDPS) at the WFP Headquarters.

Bruce Guenther is a second-year MPhil student at
IDS. Previously he worked as the case manager for a
Jamaican human rights organisation, as well as
conducting research on financial exclusion in
Winnipeg, Canada. His most recent research includes
the role of social protection in post-conflict states
and the politics of social protection in Ethiopia.

Lawrence Haddad is the current Director of IDS.
Formerly a research Director and Fellow at the
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI),
Lawrence has conducted and led policy research at

the intersection of poverty, food security and
nutrition in many countries in Africa and Asia. Prior
to joining IFPRI in 1990, he was a lecturer in
development economics at the University of
Warwick. His research interests are wide ranging and
he has written on social capital, the policy process,
human rights, urbanisation, gender, agriculture, AIDS
and social protection. His own fieldwork has been in
the Philippines, India and South Africa.

Paul Harvey is a Research Fellow with the
Humanitarian Policy Group in the Overseas
Development Institute. His recent work has included
reports on cash-based responses, HIV/AIDS,
analysing impact, remittances and dependency in
humanitarian aid. Prior to joining ODI, he worked for
various NGOs as an emergency manager, including
longer postings in Somalia, Sierra Leone and Kosovo.

John Hoddinott is a Deputy Division Director at
IFPRI in Washington DC. His research interests
include the long-term consequences of early
childhood malnutrition; the causes of poverty and
vulnerability; intrahousehold resource allocation; the
operation of labour markets and the effectiveness of
anti-poverty interventions, including Conditional
Cash Transfer programmes. This work has been
undertaken in Côte d’Ivoire, China, Ethiopia,
Guatemala, Kenya, Mali, Mexico, Namibia, South
Africa and Zimbabwe. Before joining IFPRI, he held
university appointments in Canada and the UK,
including a university lectureship at the University of
Oxford.

Rebecca Holmes is a Research Officer at the
Overseas Development Institute, London. She is
currently interested in exploring the scope for
synergies between agricultural growth and social
protection, and looking at the role of cash transfers
in social protection, in both a development and a
relief context. She has an MA in Gender and
Development from IDS, and has previously worked in
sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia on gender
equality issues.

Robert Holzmann is Director of the Social
Protection and Labor Department of the World
Bank. His department is in charge of the conceptual
and strategic Bank work in the area of social risk
management and it leads the Bank’s work on
pension systems and reform. He is the lead author of
the recent position report of the World Bank on
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pension reform. Before joining the Bank he was
Professor of Economics and Director of the
European Institute at the University of Saarland,
Germany; Professor of Economics at the University
of Vienna, Austria; Senior Economist at the IMF,
Washington DC; and Principal Administrator at the
OECD, Paris. His research on and operational
involvement in social protection issues extends to all
regions of the world, and he has published 24 books
and over 100 articles on social, fiscal and financial
policy issues.

Karishma Huda is pursuing an MPhil in
Development Studies at IDS and is also working at
Imp-Act. Prior to this, she was a researcher at BRAC,
focusing on their Targeting Ultra Poor (TUP) social
protection scheme. She has worked on the ‘social
side of microfinance’ in India, Bangladesh, Haiti and
the UK. Her areas of interest include microfinance,
social performance management, social protection,
social capital and extreme poverty.

Naila Kabeer is a social economist specialising in
gender, poverty and social policy issues. Her main
areas of research have been in South and South-East
Asia. She has also been active in developing
frameworks and methodologies for integrating
gender concerns into policy and planning and has
substantial experience of training and advisory work
with governments, bilateral and multilateral agencies
and NGOs. She managed the DFID-funded Social
Policy Programme and the Mainstreaming Poverty
and Gender in the Gambia Project (also funded by
DFID) and is currently a convener on the
Development Research Centre on Citizenship at IDS.
She is also a member of the Global Advisory Team
on the Ford Foundation’s Global Impact Evaluation
of Microfinance Programmes.

Valerie Kozel currently leads the Social Risk
Management (SRM) Team in the Social Protection and
Labor Department of the World Bank. She has worked
extensively on issues of poverty, risk, and income
dynamics in low-income countries throughout the
world, and has published a number of reports, journal
articles and a recent book (The Great Indian Poverty
Debate, Macmillan) on these and related concerns.

Nicolina Lamhauge is pursuing an MPhil in
Development Studies at IDS. Her areas of interest
are social protection, migration and displacement of
people.

Ian Macauslan is an MPhil student at IDS whose
recent focus is on social protection, politics and
policies. In the last year, he has undertaken
commissioned work on the politics of the National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act in India; synergies
between social protection and agriculture; DFID’s
attempts to influence policy on social transfers; social
protection policies in South-East Asia; and school-
feeding for children affected by HIV/AIDS. Before
coming to IDS, Ian worked for NGOs, researching
vulnerability in rural Cambodia and adolescent
migration in rural India.

Maxine Molyneux is Professor of Sociology at the
Institute for the Study of the Americas, University of
London, where she directs a Masters Degree in
Globalisation and Latin American Development. Her
recent books include: Women’s Movements in
International Perspective: Latin America and Beyond
(Palgrave 2000); Gender Justice, Development and
Rights (edited with Shahra Razavi, Oxford University
Press 2002); Doing the Rights Thing: Rights-based
Development and Latin American NGOs (with Sian
Lazar, Intermediate Technology Group Publications
2003); The Hidden Histories of Gender and the State in
Latin America (edited with E. Dore, Duke University
Press 2000); and Gender and the Politics of Rights and
Democracy in Latin America (edited with N. Craske,
Palgrave 2001). Her research paper Change and
Continuity in Social Protection in Latin America: Mothers
at the Service of the State? will be published by
UNRISD in Spring 2007.

Rebecca Napier-Moore is currently an MPhil
student at IDS. She has worked on service provision
sustainability at UNHCR Ghana; refugee rights at the
Development Research Centre on Migration,
Globalisation and Poverty; and resettlement of
Somali Bantu refugees at the Center for Survivors of
Torture in the USA. Her current research is on
organisational change and power structures, models
of social protection and labour standards.

Yuko Ono is doing an MPhil in Development Studies
at IDS. She previously worked for the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA). Her
interests are in rural development, poverty,
participation and governance issues.

Rachel Sabates-Wheeler is a development
economist and Fellow at IDS with extensive
experience in rural development, institutional analysis



and social policy. Although her geographic research
focus has been primarily in Eastern Europe and
Central Asia, since joining IDS she has become
involved with poverty analysis work relating to
PRSPs, social protection and migration in Africa. She
is currently involved in a number of studies that
explore understandings of risk and vulnerability both
conceptually and empirically.

Rachel Slater is a Research Fellow at the Overseas
Development Institute who specialises in food
security, social protection and rural and agricultural
development. She has particular expertise in
southern Africa (especially Lesotho, Malawi, South
Africa and Zambia) and has also worked in Ethiopia,
Kenya, Uganda and Nigeria. Her most recent work
has included strengthening food staples and fertiliser
markets in sub-Saharan Africa; addressing chronic
food insecurity and HIV/AIDS; developing innovative
social protection instruments; and understanding
linkages between agricultural growth and social
protection.

Koy Thomson is Director of the Knowledge Initiative
(KI) in ActionAid International (AAI), a new initiative
established to deepen critical thinking and analysis in
ActionAid, and accelerate knowledge development
and practice where there are strategic gaps. The KI
was designed to work as much inside as outside the

organisation. Current areas of focus are social
protection and local economy. Prior to this Koy was
International Director for Policy in AAI. Before
joining AAI, he was Assistant Executive Director at
the International Institute for Environment and
Development and played a key role in policy, NGO
and government processes around the 1992 Earth
Summit. He was Senior International Rainforest
Campaigner for Friends of the Earth linking human
rights, global justice, poverty and environmental
issues for the first time in popular campaigning. Koy
has been an adviser to the UK government, UNDP
and OECD on environment and development issues.

Timo Voipio is Senior Adviser for Global Social
Policy at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland.
He chairs the OECD-POVNET Task Team on Social
Protection and Social Policy and has participated
actively in the preparation of the POVNET
Guidelines on Poverty Reduction 1999–2001, leading
to the POVNET Guidelines on Pro-poor Growth
2003–2006. During the Finnish EU Presidency in
2006, he played an active role in the preparation of
the EU Conclusions on Decent Work. His books
include a major work on the history of international
trade in coffee, tea and cocoa, entitled Tropiikin
Lahjat (Gifts from the Tropics) and (with Ronald
Wiman and Matti Ylönen) Comprehensive Social
Policies for Development in a Globalizing World.
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