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Nina J. Best is a research student at the Getulio
Vargas Foundation in São Paulo, and the
assistant coordinator of the international
research coordinated by the LogoLink network
based at the Pólis Institute. She holds a BA in
Political Science and Latin American Studies
from McGill University (2005), and has worked
with youth NGOs, PeaceChild International on
issues of local youth-led economic development
and the Environmental Youth Alliance. Before
joining LogoLink in 2008, Nina worked with the
University of British Colombia (UBC) and local
governments in the São Paulo metropolitan
region on a project to promote intergovernmental
cooperation for poverty reduction.

Imraan Buccus is Research Fellow at the School of
Politics at the University of KwaZulu Natal. He
is also a PhD Research Fellow at the Centre for
International Development Issues, Radboud
University, Nijmegen in the Netherlands. Imraan
is the editor of Critical Dialogue, a journal on
public participation in governance, and his
academic interests include issues around civil
society and poverty, participatory democracy,
social accountability and local governance.
Imraan is also a columnist with The Mercury,
Durban’s popular morning newspaper and is
currently an Open Society Foundation Media
Fellow.

Patrícia Cobra gained her degree in Architecture
from the Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism
of University of São Paulo (FAUUSP) in 2007,
and a postgraduate degree in Land Policies and
the Real Estate Market from the National
University of Colombia and Lincoln Institute of
Land Policy in 2008. She participated in and
coordinated the ‘Cortiço Vivo’ project, and was
involved in dealing with slum urbanisation,
urban planning and formal and informal real
estate markets. Patrícia has worked at the Pólis
Institute with the Urbanism group since 2007
and is a researcher at FAUUSP’s Urban Planning
Lab. She is a consultant for housing plans in the
municipalities of the São Paulo metropolitan
region.

Jude Esguerra III holds an MA in Economics
from the University of the Philippines. He is
president of the Institute for Popular Democracy
(IPD). He is also an active member of the Local
Government Committee of the Akbayan Party
and of the Project Management Committee of
the Baranggay-Bayan Governance Consortium
in the Philippines. In the past five years, his
research has had a strong focus on community
co-financing in the delivery of municipal
services, especially in water and health. He has
also been studying the contrasting impact on
local level political dynamics of decentralisation
in the context of continuing local level
involvement of different national government
ministries.

Marisa Glave Remy holds a BA in Sociology from
the Catholic University of Peru (PUCP), and is
currently undertaking an MA in Public Policy
Management with the University of Barcelona.
At present, Marisa is Regidora of the Lima
Metropolitan government. Her research
interests are political institutions and
organisations, power and development in rural
societies, and social conflict analysis.

Romeo Grompone Grille studied Law and Social
Sciences at the University of the Republic in
Uruguay, and Sociology at the Catholic
University of Peru (PUCP). He is a researcher at
the Institute for Peruvian Studies (IEP) and a
Political Science professor at PUCP. Previously,
Romeo taught postgraduate studies in Social
Sciences and Anthropology at the Universidad
Mayor de San Marcos in Lima, Peru. His interest
areas are the political system, the relationships
between politics and society, and society and
culture.

David Hemson is a Research Director at the
Centre for Service Delivery of the Human
Sciences Research Council and has a PhD in
Sociology from the University of Warwick. David
has published in the fields of dock labour, social
history, literary analysis, gender analysis,
public–private partnerships and water delivery.
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He has a keen interest in the possibilities of
transformation through public participation to
ensure local democracy and effective delivery in
rural areas.

Naomi Hossain is a Political Sociologist and a
Research Fellow in the Participation, Power and
Social Change Team at IDS. She previously led
the Governance Research Group at BRAC’s
Research and Evaluation Division in Dhaka,
Bangladesh. Her research has focused on the
politics of poverty, including extensive work on
elite attitudes to poverty, the governance of
service delivery, and the politics of mass
education. Ongoing research projects include
work on the social impacts of economic crisis.

Kaushal Kumar Jha has a PhD in Agricultural
Extension from the Institute of Agricultural
Sciences (IAS), Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) in Varanasi, India (1999). He specialises
in Agricultural Extension Education and Rural
Development and has been a senior Assistant
Professor in research and extension at the
Department of Rural Development and Planning
(SASRD), Nagaland University. He is also
associated with the National Agricultural
Innovation Project (NAIP). He has recently
completed the UNDP project on Impact of
NREGA (National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act) in Nagaland. He has published research in
national and international journals. His research
interests lie in entrepreneurship development,
training for development, impact assessment,
local governance and development policy.

Margaret Kasiko is an activist, researcher and
trainer. She holds an MA in Gender and
Women’s Studies (1999) and a BA in Education
(1995) from Makerere University, Kampala. She
is currently the Regional Programme Manager,
East, Central and Southern Africa, Sightsavers
International and was an associate researcher for
DENIVA (Development Network of Indigenous
Voluntary Associations) and development
Research and Training in Uganda. She has
specialised experience in poverty assessment,
gender analysis and mainstreaming social
development issues of gender, HIV/AIDs,
governance and environmental issues. Margaret
was a member of the Poverty Eradication Action
Plan (PEAP) team which led the process of
developing the 2004 National Poverty
Eradication Action Plan for Uganda.

Ming Zhuang is a Researcher and Representative
of the China Urban Participatory Governance
Network, a LogoLink China partner. His major
research areas are the rural migrants in China,
citizen participation in local community
governance, rural development, and the
overlapped area of development of
disadvantaged groups and civic engagement. He
has over eight years’ experience of development
research and fieldwork in less-developed regions
of mainland China. He is now a Ford Foundation
China Fellowship Program PhD candidate in
Social Development and Public Policy.

Kazuo Nakano holds an MA in Architecture and
Urbanism from the University of São Paulo, and
specialises in urban and environmental
management at the Institute for Housing and
Urban Development (HIS) in Rotterdam, the
Netherlands. He was Project Manager for the
Ministry of Cities in Brazil (2004–05), and is
currently a senior researcher at the Pólis Institute,
working primarily with participatory master plans,
social inclusion – exclusion analyses, planning and
management of intra-urban spaces, composite
social indicators and Brazilian cities. Kazuo is
currently a PhD candidate at the University of
Campinas (UNICAMP) in São Paulo, Brazil.

Harriet Namisi holds an MA in Rural Society and
Community Development from the University of
Nairobi, Kenya and a BA (Social Sciences) from
Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda.
Harriet is the Programme Coordinator for Policy
Analysis and Governance issues in DENIVA. She
has been highly involved in promoting citizen
participation through local government structures
and building synergies with the national
institutions. She has initiated efforts towards cross
national networking at regional level with the
East African Community, as well as working on
crosscutting issues such as NGO accountability
issues with an emphasis on self regulation.
Harriet is also the National Coordinator for
CIVICUS Civil Society Index Project in Uganda,
as well as the Regional Coordinator for Eastern
Africa for the 2008–09 ‘Views from the Frontline’
review process with the Global Network of Civil
Society Organisations for Disaster Reduction.

Cuauhtémoc Paz Cuevas holds an MA in Regional
Development from the North Border College
inTijuana, Mexico, and a BA in Public
Administration from the National University of
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Mexico. Cuauhtémoc is Director of the Centre
for the Professionalization of Local Governments
in Latin America (PROLOCAL). He works as a
researcher in themes relating to municipal
governments and their relations with local
communities, and is part of the Network of
Mexican Local Government Researchers
(IGLOM).

Lizandra Serafim is a Social Scientist and
Researcher in public policy, citizen participation
and social movements in Latin America. She
holds an MA in Political Science from the
University of Campinas (UNICAMP)in São
Paulo, Brazil, and is currently a PhD candidate
in Social Science with UNICAMP. Throughout
her career, Lizandra has been involved in
research projects with the Brazilian Center for
Planning and Analysis (CEBRAP) and the Pólis
Institute, where she coordinated the Latin
American regional LogoLink network.

Kamleshwar Singh is a development professional
with an MA in Sociology and Rural Development.
He has worked extensively in the sector, on
participation and local governance aspects,
participatory planning, research and training
methodologies, monitoring and evaluation,
leadership development of the marginalised
(Scheduled Caste, women and tribal), social
forestry, watershed development, and
microcredit. He has been actively involved in
advocacy, capacity building training and
workshops for NGOs, elected representatives,
state governments and local government
institutions. As the Manager of the Society for
Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), New
Delhi, he is currently heading a campaign on
governance reforms and demand for devolution
of powers to local government institutions.

Peter K. Spink is a Full Professor of Public
Administration and Government at the Getulio

Vargas Foundation, São Paulo, and head of the
Center for Public Administration and
Government. His areas of research include social
innovation, local development and poverty
reduction and relationships between government
and civil society. Among his publications in
English are Reforming the State: Managerial Public
Administration in Latin America (with Luiz Carlos
Bresser Pereira; Lynne Rienner, 1999) and
Governance in the Americas: Decentralization,
Democracy and Subnational Government in Brazil,
México and the USA with Victoria Rodriguez, Peter
Ward and Robert Wilson (University of Notre
Dame Press, 2008).

Karina Uzzo is a Lawyer, holds an MA in
Biodiversity from the CEU University in Seville,
Spain, and is currently a PhD candidate in
Development and Human Rights with the
University of Seville. She has undertaken a
number of capacity-building, advocacy and legal
counselling projects in the public policy areas of
urban planning, democratic management, land
regularisation, environment and housing in a
number of Brazilian, Angolan and Congolese
cities, for both public administrators and civil
society organisations. She currently works in the
Right to the City team of the Pólis Institute.

Enrique Villanueva heads the local governance
department at the Institute for Popular
Democracy (IPD) where he is presently focused
on the work of helping to identify and address
the risks faced by communities who are engaged
with local governments in the delivery of
municipal services. This work, especially in water
service delivery, socialised housing, and labour-
intensive community infrastructure, leads him to
concentrate on research and community
organising efforts to achieve bankability for
community initiatives and organisational
capacity building for internal governance,
especially with groups in urban poor settlements.




