Notes on Contributors

Dawit Alemu is Coordinator of Agricultural
Economics, Research Extension and Farmers
linkage at the Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural
Research (EIAR). He has been associated with
EIAR since 1999 as a Senior Researcher and
Coordinator. His research focuses on agricultural
marketing, emphasising on agricultural inputs.
He was a Senior Research Officer for the
Ethiopia Strategy Support Program (ESSP) at the
International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI). As a consultant, he has participated in
agricultural commercialisation study, Ethiopian
Commodity Exchange design and input market
studies. He is an instructor and advisor of
graduate and postgraduate students at the School
of Graduate Studies, Haramaya University.

agricultural research systems and smallholder
development in sub-Saharan Africa.
James C. McCann is Professor of History and

Associate Director of the African Studies Center,
Boston University. He is the author of Maize and
Grace: Africa’s Encounter with a New World Crop,
1500–2000 (Harvard University Press 2005) and
Stirring the Pot: A History of African Cuisine (Ohio
University Press 2009). He has served as a
consultant to Oxfam (UK), Oxfam America,
UNEP, CIMMYT, the International Livestock
Research Institute and Norwegian Redd Barna.
His current research concerns the historical
agro-ecology of malaria in Africa.
Douglas Magunda holds an MPhil in Land and

Kojo Sebastian Amanor is an Associate Professor

at the Institute of African Studies, University of
Ghana, Legon. From 1988 to 1990 he was
Research Associate at the Overseas Development
Institute (ODI), London – Pastoral Development
and Research and Extension Networks. Kojo has
a PhD from the Department of Anthropology,
University College London, and a BA Hons in
African History and Social Anthropology from the
School of Oriental and African Studies. An
anthropologist, Kojo has written extensively on
land and land-use issues in West Africa, including
Land, Labour and the Family in Southern Ghana: A
Critique of Land Policy Under Neo-liberalisation
(Nordic Africa Institute 2001).
Blessings Chinsinga is a Senior Lecturer at the

Department of Political and Administrative
Studies, Chancellor College, University of
Malawi, where he teaches Development
Administration, Public Policy Analysis and
Institutions and Development. He holds a PhD in
Development Studies from the University of
Mainz, Germany.
John Lynam is a consultant in international

agriculture, based in Nairobi, Kenya. He works
closely with the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)
and the major foundations in the area of

Agrarian Studies from the University of Western
Cape. His thesis entitled ‘Surviving in a SocioEconomic Crisis: Strategies of Low Income
Urban Households in Dzivaresekwa: Zimbabwe’,
examined strategies employed by low income
households to deal with the turbulent
socioeconomic environment in Zimbabwe during
the period 2002–09. Douglas’s research interests
are in the area of livelihoods of poor households
in urban and rural areas. He is in the process of
registering for a postgraduate Doctoral Degree
with the National University of Science and
Technology (NUST).
Elijah Muange is a research associate at the
International Crops Research Institute for the
Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) in Nairobi, Kenya.
He holds an MSc in Agricultural and Applied
Economics, with a bias in Agricultural and Rural
Development. Over the last 12 years, Elijah has
been involved in research and development
projects in both commercial and philanthropic
sectors. He is widely experienced and has
interests in agricultural technology research,
development and dissemination – and linking
smallholder farmers to other value chain actors.
Charity Mutonodzo-Davies spent much of her

childhood in rural Zimbabwe, so it is little wonder
she took courses in agriculture and rural
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development later in life. Born in a family of girls
only, in pre-independent Zimbabwe (1966), when
the place for women was the kitchen, she decided
early on to challenge the status-quo and take a
profession in a field that was dominated by men.
Charity has a diploma and a BSc Hons in
Agriculture and an MSc in Agricultural Economics
from the University of Zimbabwe. She is currently
working on a PhD in Rural Development Planning
at the University of Pretoria.
Hannington Odame is a founding member and
interim Executive Director of the Centre for
African Bio-Entrepreneurship (CABE). He has a
keen interest in agricultural innovation systems,
biotechnology, food security and smallholder
innovations. For the past 25 years, he has gained
experience in agricultural knowledge
sharing/learning. He has undertaken policy
research and capacity building consultancy
assignments for international and local agencies.
He holds a PhD in Agricultural Innovation
Systems (AIS) from the Institute of Social
Studies (ISS) in the Netherlands, an MA in
Agriculture and Rural Development from ISS
and a BSc in Agricultural Economics from the
University of Guelph, Canada.

technology, local knowledge and livelihoods and
the politics of agricultural, environment and
development policy processes.
Geoff Tansey is a writer and consultant working

for a fair and sustainable food system. He has
degrees in Soil Science and History, and Social
Studies of Science. Currently, his focus is on how
food is a key lens through which to see the need
for, and the way to, bring about the system
changes needed to meet the threats posed by
climate change, marginalisation, competition
over resources, misdirected R&D and flawed
economics. He is a member and trustee of the
Food Ethics Council and received a Joseph
Rowntree Visionary for a Just and Peaceful
World Award in 2005.
John Thompson is Joint Coordinator of the

Future Agricultures Consortium and a Research
Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies
(IDS), UK. A resource geographer, his research
focuses on the political ecology of agriculture and
natural resource management and the
governance of agricultural science, technology
and innovation processes.
Jacob van Etten was educated as an

Ian Scoones is Joint Coordinator of the Future

Agricultures Consortium and a Professorial
Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies
(IDS), UK. An agricultural ecologist, his
research links natural and social sciences,
focusing on relationships between science and
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The Politics of Seed in Africa’s Green Revolution

interdisciplinary scientist at Wageningen
University, the Netherlands. His research
interests centre on the environmental, biological
and social dimensions of natural resource
management. He works at the IE University in
Madrid and Segovia, Spain.

