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Introduction

There is increasing pressure in international development to demonstrate that aid spending
has an impact. This includes spending on policy research. While there is much debate about
appropriate methods and evidence for demonstrating impact, ‘a more recent development is
the movement to include practice-based evidence alongside more traditional scientific
evidence in the accumulation of knowledge about what works, when, and why?’ (Forss,
Marra and Schwartz 2011: 5). The concept of practice-based evidence accepts that the world
is a complicated, messy place that cannot be easily controlled. Those promoting its use
suggest that it can provide additional insight about impact. Impact evaluation is an
assessment of both the intended and unintended outcomes of a given intervention, where
‘the proper analysis of impact requires a counterfactual of what those outcomes would have
been in the absence of the intervention’ (OECD 2001).
This paper explores the challenge of using practice-based evidence gathered with civil
society organisations – and agencies that support them – to learn more about the impact of
policy-related work. Here we understand impact as an,
[Assessment of] the contribution of an intervention towards some outcome or goal.
The contribution may be intended or unintended, positive or negative, long-term or
short-term [and may] attempt to identify a clear link between causes and effects.
(Centre for Development Impact)1
Specifically, it uses the work undertaken in the Sexuality, Poverty and Law programme
(SPLP) at the Institute of Development Studies (see Box 1.1), and focuses on one case
study that looked at sex workers’ experiences of economic empowerment programmes in
Ethiopia. The purpose is not to assess the case study or particular interventions, but to better
understand what policy impact might look like.
Despite a growing body of qualitative and quantitative research, there is currently only
limited, development-relevant evidence about the relationships between sexuality, poverty
and law (Badgett et al. 2014; Waldman and Overs 2014a; Overs 2015). It is known, however,
that these relationships are complex: while it is possible to show a correlation between
hunger reduction and nutrition, for example, it is less straightforward to show a correlation
between, for example, social and political recognition of sexual rights and the reduction of
poverty among these marginalised groups. The SPLP faces the challenge of generating
evidence that illuminates the relationships between sexuality, law and development, while
simultaneously informing strategies to effect change across a spectrum of policy spaces.

1

Centre for Development Impact (CDI) working definition of impact. Presentation by Chris Barnett introducing the CDI at the
IDS Annual Review, July 2013.
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Box 1.1

The Sexuality, Poverty and Law programme (SPLP)

The SPLP is concerned with both law and policy. It is their distinction, as well as their intersection
that are of particular relevance. The underlying proposition is that positive outcomes will only come
about with the recognition of the importance of civic and political rights (shaped by the law) and
social and economic wellbeing (shaped by policy, social norms and individual agency).
Law exists and functions across scales, through international, regional and national legal
instruments. It is also highly contingent and applied differently in different contexts (Waldman and
Overs 2014). Indeed, the notion of international law – including human rights law – as something
that can be easily mapped onto regional and national legal infrastructures is highly problematic
(Fellmeth 2008; Knauer 2012).
Policy provides principles or commitments that guide decisions in order to achieve particular
outcomes. These principles are formally established at different scales, from global to local. It is
useful to distinguish between international, national and local policies that relate, in particular, to
development outcomes. At a national level, the concern is with those policies that govern the social,
political and economic lives of citizens. In addition to these formal routes, policy principles are also
socially generated and imbricated in organisation structures and interpersonal relationships
(Kennedy 1999; Sumner et al. 2011).
Law and policy exist very much in relation to each other, and together they shape and are shaped
by dynamic social norms.

In 2013 and 2014, the SPLP commissioned a series of case studies to gather evidence on
the development implications of policies and laws that relate to sexuality (Boyce and Coyle
2013; Dhall and Boyce 2015; Haste and Gatete 2015; Overs 2015). In Ethiopia, the case
study Sex Workers, Empowerment and Poverty Alleviation in Ethiopia (Overs 2014a)
examined how national policy and law affect sex workers’ economic status and opportunities.
It also resulted in a series of recommendations on how poverty alleviation programmes could
improve the lives of sex workers. The case study was conducted by Cheryl Overs2 in
collaboration with Nikat3 and Timret Lehiwot.4 Interviews were conducted with sex workers,
donors and other key informants. Field research took place in 2013 and the case study was
published in 2014. In July 2014, Cheryl Overs visited Addis Ababa and conducted additional
activities, which provided an opportunity to observe changes associated with the case study
process.
This paper analyses the Ethiopian case study from a practice-based evidence perspective. It
highlights: (1) the co-construction of evidence on sexuality and development; and (2) the use
of this evidence to effect policy change.
Many different frameworks have been developed to describe and analyse policy processes
(Grin and Loeber 2006; Sabatier 2006). Sumner et al. (2011) identify five elements of policy
change: framing, agenda setting, content, resource allocation and implementation. These
elements provide useful starting points for any assessment of the impact of policy research

Cheryl Overs is a researcher and human rights activist, who is known for her work in promoting sex workers’ rights. Several of
her recent key publications reflect the nature of sex work as a social and economic issue (see, for example, Overs 2013, 2015;
Overs and Hawkins 2011). As such, she is a policy ‘champion’. She has also worked with Ethiopian sex workers to establish
their role in delivering Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) services.
3
Nikat Women’s Association is an Ethiopian non-governmental organisation (NGO) established by sex workers, which is
currently implementing an economic empowerment programme.
4
Timret Lehiwot Ethiopia is a HIV/AIDS NGO based in Addis Ababa that operates 34 drop-in centres for sex workers across
Ethiopia.
2

4

or advocacy. In what follows, the focus is on reframing the problem as a key aspect of policy
change vis-à-vis sexuality, poverty and law.
Sumner et al. (2011: 8) describe shifts in policy framing as ‘changes in the way that policy
makers understand a problem or the possible responses to it’. Whether a frame is effective
may in part be determined by the number and type of competing voices – and frames or
positions – operating within the same environment. According to Pollard and Court (2005:
15):
Communication of evidence, rather than its empirical basis, is the critical factor for
policy influence. Whether sparking a trend or creating a vantage point within a longrunning discussion, the key is to coin phrases and ideas which have resonance within
a particular social context.
This is the essence of framing and reframing. Repackaging or reframing the problem can
lead to different policy solutions or actions being highlighted and prioritised (Chong and
Druckman 2007). Policy frames that are relevant to a specific context can also carry
considerable political weight. A change in framing can be detected in the language and
narratives used by policymakers, in the media and/or among the wider public (Shiffman
2007).
A recent example of reframing is provided by studies on emerging economies that have
sought to promote a macroeconomic rationale for change to discriminatory national laws and
policies (Badgett, Durso and Schneebaum 2013). The World Bank’s 2014 study on the
economic costs of homophobia is a prime example. The study found that homophobia
reduced India’s gross domestic product by 0.1–0.7 per cent (Badgett et al. 2014). It also
highlighted the enormous cost of health care due to homophobia: Human Immunodeficiency
Virus/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS), depression and suicide – three
health issues that are particularly high among the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) population – were estimated to have cost India between US$712m and US$23.1bn
in 2012.5 Another study expanded this analysis to 39 emerging economies, and concluded
that the economies of countries with legal mechanisms to protect sexual and gender
minorities consistently outperformed those with discriminatory laws (Badgett et al. 2014).
These studies are important because they are the first of their kind to document the adverse
relationship between national economic growth and policy and legal discrimination against
people on the basis of their gender identity and sexuality. In essence, the studies reframe the
problem by making a business case against the discrimination of people on the basis of their
gender identity and sexuality. Following Chong and Druckman (2007), we might expect this
new framing to broaden understanding of the financial costs of homophobia and thus open
space for new policy responses. We might expect that the financial arguments provided by
these studies would be of particular interest to some international actors such as the World
Bank and multilateral and bilateral donors. These studies and the reframing they promote
also have their limitations, and one in particular relates to the assumption that national
governments and politicians will be motivated to change their laws, even in so sensitive an
area as sexuality, in order to achieve better economic outcomes.
Evidence collected through the SPLP points to the tentative conclusion that national policy
change around sexuality and development requires a particular set of pre-conditions. These
include sensitivity on the part of international policy advocates and social movements to the
particularities of national politics, and careful work with local partner organisations to
understand how best to advance particularly fraught social and legal issues (Haste and
Gatete 2015; Overs 2015; Overs 2014a; Hawkins 2015; Oosterhoff, Hoang and Quach
2014). National leaders can use sexuality as a ‘political football’ to extend their political reach
5

www.thewire.com/global/2014/03/what-homophobia-costs-countrys-economy/359109/ (accessed November 2014).
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and/or secure votes. In 2014, for example, President Putin in Russia and President Museveni
in Uganda were the most visible leaders to have endorsed homophobic national policies.
Joining the leaders of other countries including Jamaica and Nigeria, they backed harsh
policies and laws that had the support of many of their citizens (White 2013). This suggests,
as has been discussed in great detail in relation to Uganda (Cheney 2012), that overt
international pressure – through, for example, diplomats and donors – is not necessarily
constructive, and that change in national policies and laws needs to be driven by local actors
(Eichner 2013). This approach, in which evidence is generated by, with and for local
organisations working for change in-country, informs our assessment of the experience
around the Ethiopia case study and is outlined in Figure 1.1. As discussed below, the SPLP
has found that changes in policy framing, particularly around highly sensitive issues like
gender identity and sexuality, can be fostered through meaningful dialogue between local
and international actors that, in turn, can sensitively guide policy engagement at a national
level.
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Figure 1.1 A framework for impact as a ‘change in framing’
Programme
evidence

Intermediate
outcome

Intermediate
outcome

Intermediate
outcome

The use of
evidence
The use of
programme
evidence to frame
sex work as an issue
of restricted access
to sustainable,
rights-based
economic
empowerment
initiatives

Partnership
building
Co-production of
evidence at the local
level through
organisations and
civil society engaged
in poverty alleviation

Political and
administrative
support
Identify and analyse the
links between law and
policy frameworks and
articulate the ways they
reinforce or undermine
social exclusion and
economic disadvantage

Dialogue among
development actors
New platforms for
engaging economic
policy and programming
in the context of adult
sex work are established
using evidence to frame
the benefits of rightsbased economic policy
and programming that is
accountable for positive
impact at population level

Context
There is currently
only limited
evidence about the
relationships
between sexuality,
poverty and law in
the context of
development and
sexuality (informal
and social norms)

Context
Policy and secular
programming that
addresses sex work is
primarily limited to
public health. Moralism,
negative attitudes to
sex work and concerns
about exploitation
make it difficult to
establish any goals for
economic
empowerment other
than removing women
from the sex industry

Context
Discriminatory laws
against sex workers;
fiscal regulations and
restrictions affecting
Ethiopia’s economy
as a whole;
combination of the
two to entrench
economic
marginalisation
among sex workers

Context
Local organisations
are engaged in a
process that generates
understanding of the
ways in which laws
and policies affect the
economic lives of
people of nonconforming gender
and sexuality and that
this leads to planning
strategic courses of
action that drives
change

Outcome level
change
Changes in policy practice
High-level networks of
activists (and researchers)
engage donors, government
and international NGO and
intergovernmental agencies,
to promote rights-based
policy and programming that
effectively addresses female
sex workers’ social exclusion
and economic disadvantage

Context
Work on sexuality and
development calls
attention to the limits of
advocating for policy
change at a national
level and with a narrow
approach to sexuality
as it relates to human
rights

7

2

Methodology

In this Evidence Report, we explore reframing as an element of policy change (i.e. impact).
Specifically, we are interested in the role that local actors and networks of activists play in
engaging with donors, international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and
intergovernmental agencies to promote rights-based policy and practice that addresses
exclusion and economic disadvantage among female sex workers. As such, the challenge is
to demonstrate the link between reframing and the work undertaken as part of the
programme. In order to do this, we use a process tracing methodology to delineate causal
inference and to adjudicate among alternative explanations for an observed outcome (Brady
and Collier 2010; Beach and Pedersen 2013).
At the heart of process tracing is the notion of a ‘mechanism’ which we composed of a
number of ‘parts’, including entities (e.g. people, organisations, systems) that engage in
activities (e.g. research, advocacy, lobbying). The idea is that each part of the mechanism is
necessary to give rise to the subsequent part, and ultimately, to impact (Beach and Pedersen
2013; see also, Shaffer 2014).
To develop a mechanism we started with the hypothesis that the discursive reframing of sex
work as an economic activity should correspond with formal recognition (through identity
documents, for example), in order to address the exclusion of sex workers from economic
empowerment programmes that are funded by donors to improve the lives of women in
Ethiopia (cf. Sumner et al. 2011; Sumner and Tribe 2008). Such a reframing would represent
a shift away from a narrow moral argument fuelling paternalistic policy responses to end sex
work altogether, or to ‘rescue’ or rehabilitate sex workers. It would engage a socioeconomic
argument for more effective responses to exclusion and economic disadvantage among sex
workers. This new discursive framing could be used to gain the strategic support of:
(1) networks of activists like Nikat and Timret Lehiwot, and (2) international donors working to
better support the livelihood strategies of women in Ethiopia, including those engaged in sex
work.
An alternative hypothesis would posit that the national policy arena is most important, and
that passing the state and focusing on activists and international actors will reduce the
likelihood that national policies will be developed to better support sex workers. Our findings
offer evidence to the contrary. The political context in Ethiopia is characterised by limited
state resources in a context where civil society organisations are actively discouraged from
engaging in policy and legal domains.
Given the resistance by national policymakers in many contexts, including in Ethiopia, to
implementing constructive policies for those people who are marginalised for holding and
practicing non-normative sexualities and genders, we trace a process for working with local
and international actors and networks.
The proposed mechanism through which this change can be fostered is shown in Figure 2.1.
This mechanism is based on observations made as part of the SPLP, and draws on evidence
generated in the Ethiopia case study. This evidence is significant, and informs the
mechanism, because it reflects the views of those directly affected by, and working on, sex
work.
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Figure 2.1 Mechanism to explain a change in framing
Step
Entity

Activity

1
Researcher +
local activists and
advocacy
organisations
Case study
providing
evidence to
reframe policy
problem

2

3
Networks of
activists

International
donors

Offer strategic
support to
inform and
promote this
framing

Incorporate
new framing
into
programmes
and projects

Impact

Policy change (new
framing) leading to
change in practice

The mechanism, outlined in detail below, shows the value of reframing the debate: (1) by
fostering dialogue between researchers and local activist and advocacy organisations to
generate a case study that can substantiate the value of reframing the current policy debate
on sex work and economic empowerment; (2) through a network of activists, who have fed
into the creation of the case study and who are also able to draw on this published evidence,
it becomes possible to provide wider support to promote this framing (in which sex workers
are better able to access resources through economic empowerment programmes); (3) by
making this evidence available to an international audience, through publication, it might be
more possible to incorporate this new framing into international programmes and funding, to
ensure that where economic empowerment programmes are implemented, marginalised
groups – like sex workers – are not further excluded from accessing the opportunities
provided through these programmes.
The entities and activities that comprise the mechanism promote changes in policy that can
lead to changes in practice. In this case, these changes are built through an iterative
dialogue, based on evidence generated through the case study, between local and
international actors. Through the activities in the mechanism, these entities can: (1) create a
shared awareness, based on evidence, of the impact of discriminatory policies on people’s
livelihoods; and (2) find constructive avenues to implement positive change in ways that do
not necessarily require state-level engagement or national policy change.
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The case of sex workers’ economic rights in
Ethiopia

In Ethiopia the law does not actually prohibit sex work, however, ‘the associated activities of
brothel keeping, trafficking and public soliciting are illegal’ (Overs 2014a: 10). Nevertheless,
because the law is not enforced and because poverty leads to a proportion of the female
population selling sexual services, there is a large and open sex industry throughout the
country. An important finding of the case study is that sex work is particularly important in a
context where state resources are extremely limited. Another finding is that state and donor
poverty alleviation programmes can further marginalise the very people that they are
supposed to support.
While public health and human rights advocates are working together for the recognition of
sex workers’ rights, Ethiopia’s geopolitical situation and recent track record of rapid economic
growth limit the influence that other countries, donors or international advocates have in
respect of governance, human rights or social policy. NGOs are forbidden by the Charities
and Societies Proclamation No. 621/2009 of Ethiopia (civil society law, or CSO law) from
engaging in advocacy around policy and legal issues. This severely constrains the work of
independent civil society organisations.
Because the factors affecting success and failure of policies and programmes related to sex
work are poorly understood, opportunities are missed and human rights abuses and other
adverse consequences remain poorly documented (Overs 2014a). In the absence of such
information, technical guidance, evaluation protocols or even accounts of best practice are
also unavailable.
The evidence generated about economic empowerment programmes and related policies
highlighted the following constraints: (1) limited understanding of policy and how and where
different programmes operate; (2) lack of any conceptual framework to guide what they
should achieve and how; and (3) limited evaluation and therefore lack of evidence about their
actual impact or cost.
The process of undertaking the case study, and the analysis that emerged from it, helped to
document, and in some cases forge, new and productive partnerships between organisations
with an interest in sex work. For example, Nikat now has a grant of US$40,000 per annum
from a Dutch donor (School of Oriental and African Studies) to conduct an economic
empowerment programme for sex workers that, critically, does not assume that they should
or will withdraw from the sex industry. Named ‘Stepping Up, Stepping Out’ (SUSO), the
programme has helped to establish an income-generating collective and open a restaurant in
Addis Ababa. Members of Nikat said that human rights language used in the SUSO
programme was helpful in explaining rights-based economic empowerment in a context in
which the discourse of ‘salvation’ dominates (cf. Overs 2014a).
Henock Alemehayu, Director of Timret Lehiwot said that in the wake of the case study the
organisation prioritised helping sex workers to obtain an Identity Document (ID). In Ethiopia,
an individual’s legal personhood is established through an ID. Because most sex workers are
internal migrants and do not have a permanent residential address or place of work, they find
it difficult to obtain an ID. Alemehayu observed that when Timret Lehiwot staff approached
local government (Woredas) to obtain ID cards for sex workers, they found that in many
cases the address of a drop-in centre was acceptable for purposes of civil identification. He
estimated that in excess of 200 sex workers have obtained ID cards as a result of this
10

intervention. He was proud of the fact that by approaching Woreda officials respectfully, and
armed with the discursive framing of sex work as a form of economic empowerment and a
way to address poverty, Timret Lehiwot had contributed to concrete change. Civic actions
like this are particularly important in a setting where NGOs are prohibited from direct lobbying
for policy change.
In direct response to the publication of the case study, which argued that sex work should be
seen as an economic activity, the European Union (EU) delegation to Ethiopia invited Cheryl
Overs to make a presentation. The delegation specifically wanted her to speak about the
economic issues facing sex workers and the potential to support further work in the area.
Instead, Cheryl invited members of the delegation to a traditional coffee ceremony at Nikat’s
office. Overs described the encounter in a blog post excerpt, below:
[T]he EU delegation to Ethiopia asked me to advise about how they might be able to
support ‘good rehab’ through their work with local authorities. ‘No need for me,’ I said,
‘Come to Nikat.’ A traditional coffee ceremony and an excursion to talk to women in
the informal settlements where they worked as sex workers was quickly arranged.
The Nikat leadership engaged with the EU delegation, outlining specific issues they
faced around poverty and their vision of ‘rights based’ approach to poverty alleviation
policies and programmes. The EU delegation is supporting local government to
improve services in slums and I left confident that some excellent information had
been shared and that there would be follow-up that explored how to make sure those
benefits extend to these slums.
(Overs 2014b)
The EU subsequently agreed to explore ways to deliver key services, such as access to
water, electricity, sanitation and electricity, to these settlements through their existing work
with local government. This is significant because the areas inhabited by sex workers are not
documented or recognised in municipal maps as inhabited land, and therefore have no
formal call on resources.
The United States Government provides support to sex work projects, like those in Ethiopia,
through the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). However, PEPFAR has
been strongly criticised for being grounded in moralism rather than evidence and human
rights. For example, funding is made conditional on a pledge by recipient organisations that
they will not call for the legalisation of sex work (Richter et al. 2010; Sandy 2007). According
to some international sex workers’ organisations, this has led to organisations that aim to
remove women from the sex industry receiving funds for work that has few results, while
more effective ways of reducing HIV do not receive funds (Richter et al. 2010; Sandy 2007).
In an interview held at the United States Embassy, a participant explained that Ethiopia’s
PEPFAR programme has recognised that, in view of the economic setting and the number of
women selling sex, ‘It is not realistic to try to rehabilitate all women out of sex work.’ He went
on to say that, ‘Rather we now support programmes like training and microcredit because it
helps the sex workers to have more control over their lives and to refuse clients that want
unprotected sex.’ While it is not possible to attribute this significant policy shift to the case
study, the language (framing) used is very similar to that used in the case study and in other
related publications (Loff, Overs and Longo 2003; Overs 2013; Overs and Longo 2003).
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Discussion and conclusion

The Ethiopia case study highlighted the fact that women who engage in sex work are less
likely to access and benefit from economic empowerment opportunities than other women,
and that this entrenches their vulnerability and poverty. Although some economic
empowerment programmes are accessible to sex workers, these are largely ineffective or
their efficacy has not been adequately measured. It also showed that development
programmes that aim to ‘save’ women from what is considered to be an abhorrent lifestyle, in
fact do just the opposite: they further marginalise these women by reinforcing the stigma of
sex work and by diverting resources away from programming that could raise their living
standards.
From these findings the author of the case study argued that reframing the policy debate as it
relates to sex work is a key intervention. Such a reframing would set the stage for different
approaches to policy, programming and action, and strengthen the livelihoods of sex
workers. A clear example is the push to obtain recognition of legal personhood that is
needed to access health care (other than HIV care), formal education, banking, housing, etc.
The mechanism in Figure 2.1 depicts policy change as a process of reframing. It shows that
researchers, activists and local advocacy organisations can generate evidence to support the
reframing of policy problems. These frames can then be taken up by networks of activists to
offer strategic support. International donors are then able to incorporate frames within their
policy and programmes. This mechanism, rather than an alternative explanation of policy
change, has significance because the author of the case study worked close enough to
partners to observe specific change. Such observations are important in assessments that
need to encourage, and take account of, dialogue among multiple actors across local and
international spaces.
This assessment provides some plausible evidence that at least some local social
movements and international actors present in Ethiopia were open to this kind of reframing,
and that, in this case, reframing quickly resulted in positive change in programme orientation
and project activities.
Ultimately the interest is in the contribution that reframing makes to improvements in the
livelihoods of sex workers, and their increased ability to access economic empowerment
programmes. Given the sensitivity of issues around gender identity and sexuality, and the
assumed resistance to change among national policymakers, these impacts might be
expected to emerge slowly.

12

References
Badgett, M.V.; Nezhad, S.; Waaldijk, K. and Van der Meulen Rodgers, Y. (2014) The
Relationship between LGBT Inclusion and Economic Development: An Analysis of Emerging
Economies, Los Angeles CA: The Williams Institute, University of California
Badgett, M.V.; Durso, L.E. and Schneebaum, A. (2013) New Patterns of Poverty in the
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Community, Los Angeles CA: The Williams Institute, University
of California
Beach, D. and Pedersen, R. (2013) Process-Tracing Methods: Foundations and Guidelines,
Michigan MI: University of Michigan Press
Boyce, P. and Coyle, D. (2013) Development, Discourse and Law: Transgender and Samesex Sexualities in Nepal, IDS Evidence Report 13, Brighton: IDS
Brady, H.E. and Collier, D. (eds) (2010) Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared
Standards, 2nd edition, Lanham MD: Rowman and Littlefield
Cheney, K. (2012) ‘Locating Neocolonialism, “Tradition”, and Human Rights in Uganda’s
“Gay Death Penalty”’, African Studies Review 55.2: 77–95
Chong, D. and Druckman, J.N. (2007) ‘Framing Theory’, Annual Review of Political Science
10: 103–26
Collier, D. (2011) ‘Understanding Process Tracing’, PS: Political Science and Politics 44.4:
823–30
Dhall, P. and Boyce, P. (2015) Livelihood, Exclusion and Opportunity: Socioeconomic
Welfare among Gender and Sexuality Non-normative People in India, IDS Evidence Report
106, Brighton: IDS
Eichner, M.F. (2013) ‘The Human Rights Situation for the LGBT Community in Russia:
Exploring the Current Lack of Norm Socialization’, thesis, University of Oslo
Fellmeth, A.X. (2008) ‘State Regulation of Sexuality in International Human Rights Law and
Theory’, William and Mary Law Review 50.3: 797–936
Forss, K.; Marra, M. and Schwartz, R. (2011) Evaluating the Complex: Attribution,
Contribution, and Beyond, Comparative Policy Evaluation Volume 18, London: Transaction
Publishers
Grin, J. and Loeber, A. (2006) ‘Theories of Policy Learning: Agency, Structure, and Change’,
in F. Fischer, G.J. Miller and M.S. Sidney (eds), Handbook of Public Policy Analysis: Theory,
Politics, and Methods, Boca Raton FL: CRC Press
Haste, P. and Gatete, T.K. (2015) Sexuality, Poverty and Politics in Rwanda, IDS Evidence
Report 131, Brighton: IDS
Hawkins, K. (2015) Streams of Influence: Understanding our Influence on Gender, Power
and Sexuality, Brighton: IDS

13

Kennedy, D. (1999) ‘The Disciplines of International Law and Policy’, Leiden Journal of
International Law 12: 9–133
Knauer, N.J. (2012) ‘Legal Consciousness and LGBT Research: the Role of the Law in the
Everyday Lives of LGBT Individuals’, Journal of Homosexuality 59: 748–56
Loff, B.; Overs, C. and Longo, P. (2003) ‘Can Health Programmes Lead to Mistreatment of
Sex Workers?’, The Lancet 361: 1982–83
Mahoney, J. (2010) ‘After KKV: The New Methodology of Qualitative Research’, World
Politics 62.1: 120–47
Mayne, J. (2011) ‘Contribution Analysis: Addressing Cause and Effect’, in K. Forss, M. Marra
and R. Schwartz (eds), Evaluating the Complex: Attribution, Contribution, and Beyond,
Comparative Policy Evaluation Volume 18, London: Transaction Publishers
Mayne, J. and Befani, B. (2014) ‘Process Tracing and Contribution Analysis: A Combined
Approach to Generative Causal Inference for Impact Evaluation’, IDS Bulletin 45.6: 17–36
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) (2001) Outline of
Principles of Impact Evaluation, www.oecd.org/dac/evaluation/dcdndep/37671602.pdf
(accessed 10 September 2015)
Oosterhoff, P.; Hoang, T-A. and Quach, T.T. (2014) Negotiating Public and Legal Spaces:
The Emergence of an LGBT Movement in Vietnam, IDS Evidence Report 74, Brighton: IDS
Overs, C. (2015) BOOSHTEE! Survival and Resilience in Ethiopia, IDS Evidence Report
129, Brighton: IDS
Overs, C. (2014a) Sex Workers, Empowerment and Poverty Alleviation in Ethiopia, IDS
Evidence Report 80, Brighton: IDS
Overs, C. (2014b) ‘Voices Loud, Clear and Diverse at the Cutting Edge of Sexuality
Research and Activism: Reflections on ILGA2014’, Participation, Power and Social Change,
blog, https://participationpower.wordpress.com/category/gender-and-sexualities/ (accessed
10 September 2015)
Overs, C. (2013) From Sex Work to Entertainment and Trafficking: Implications of a
Paradigm Shift for Sexuality, Law and Activism in Cambodia, IDS Evidence Report 23,
Brighton: IDS
Overs, C. and Hawkins, K. (2011) ‘Can Rights Stop the Wrongs? Exploring the Connections
between Framings of Sex Workers’ Rights and Sexual and Reproductive Health’, BMC
International Health and Human Rights 11. Suppl 3: S6
Overs, C. and Longo, P. (2003) Making Sex Work Safe, AIDS Action, London: Healthlink
Worldwide
Pollard, A. and Court, J. (2005) How Civil Society Organisations Use Evidence to Influence
Policy Processes: A Literature Review, ODI Working Paper 249, London: Overseas
Development Institute
Richter, M.L.; Chersich, M.F.; Scorgie, F.; Luchters, S.; Temmerman, M. and Steen, R.
(2010) ‘Sex Work and the 2010 FIFA World Cup: Time for Public Health Imperatives to
Prevail’, Globalization and Health 6: 1
14

Sabatier, P.A. (2006) Policy Change and Learning: An Advocacy Coalition Approach
(Theoretical Lenses on Public Policy), Westview Press
Sandy, L. (2007) ‘Just Choices: Representations of Choice and Coercion in Sex Work in
Cambodia’, The Australian Journal of Anthropology 18.2: 194–206
Shaffer, P. (2014) ‘Production’ vs. ‘Difference-Making’ in Causal Analysis: Implications for
Poverty, Q-Squared Working Paper 62, Winter 2013–2014, Peterborough Ontario, Canada:
Department of International Development Studies, Trent University
Shiffman, J. (2007) ‘Generating Political Priority for Maternal Mortality Reduction in 5
Developing Countries’, American Journal of Public Health 97.5: 796–803
Soa Aids (2014) Stepping Up, Stepping Out,
www.soaaids.nl/nl/professionals/interventies/onze-interventies/internationaal/suso (accessed
7 September 2015)
Sumner, A.; Crichton, J.; Theobald, S.; Zulu, E. and Parkhurst, J. (2011) ‘What Shapes
Research Impact on Policy? Understanding Research Uptake in Sexual and Reproductive
Health Policy Processes in Resource Poor Contexts’, Health Research Policy and Systems
9: S3
Sumner, A. and Tribe, M.A. (2008) International Development Studies: Theories and
Methods in Research and Practice, London: SAGE
Van Evera, S. (1997) Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science, New York: Cornell
University Press
Waldman, L. and Overs, C. (2014) Sexuality and the Law: Case Studies from Cambodia,
Egypt, Nepal and South Africa, IDS Evidence Report 49, Brighton: IDS
White, C.M. (2013) ‘Human Rights and the Impact of Criminalization: Legalizing Homophobia
in Jamaica, Nigeria, and Uganda’, Law School Student Scholarship Paper 325, Seton Hall
University

15

Brighton BN1 9RE
T +44 (0)1273 606261
F +44 (0)1273 621202
E ids@ids.ac.uk
www.ids.ac.uk

