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relative safety of the societies which profit from war. From this safety, scholars can 
develop "Guidelines for Preserving Peace in Africa." 3 Seldom do these guidelines 
involve the building of democratic and participatory relations so that peace can be 
sustained and contradictions solved through internal deliberations.
The peace-keeping bona fides of many international organizations can now be evaluated 
in the year when Europeans are celebrating 50 years of peace and the defeat of fascism. 
Unfortunately, the triumphant celebrations of victory over fascism do not investigate 
the conditions in Europe which led to the capitalist depression, fascism and war. The 
United Nations (UN) was founded in 1945 after the carnage and genocide of the Second 
World War as a peace-keeping institution. It is now an opportune moment for Africans 
to re-examine the peace-keeping operations of the UN from the period of the 
decolonization of the Congo to the most recent peace-keeping forays in Angola, Rwanda 
and Somalia. There is a body of critical scholarship which has exposed the inability of 
the UN to develop clear goals for peace because of the competing interests of the 
permanent members of the Security Council.4 There are many voices raising these 
concerns and the continued fighting in the Balkans has exposed the limits of the thinking 
behind the peace keepers of the Security Council in general. The principal question 
which has not been settled is whether peace can be guaranteed on the basis of trying to 
create territories and governments on the basis of ethnic identification?
In Africa, the Organization of African Unity (OAU) has developed mechanisms for 
conflict prevention, management and resolution and the Secretariat of the OAU is in 
the process of institutionalising these mechanisms. This decision of the OAU to develop 
its own mechanism represented an important departure from the founding tenet of the 
organization where, a key axiom "non interference in internal affairs" was the most 
important element of African cohesion and cooperation for the leaders.5 This departure 
emerged in the context of growing wars on the continent. Under it, the Secretary General 
of the OAU was empowered to mobilise resources to prevent conflict, but as so far, the 
resources for effective conflict prevention are still being sought from external sources. 
The experience of regional attempts to intervene for peace have not been totally 
successful in Rwanda and Liberia. Regional cooperation in the context of the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) to resolve conflicts have been more positive 
as in the cases of Mozambique and Lesotho in 1994. The same cooperation which was 
evident in the activities of the Frontline states in fighting against Apartheid is now being 
harnessed in the context of the Association for Southern African States (ASAS). In 
Southern Africa there is greater cooperation in light of the historic linkages in the 
sub-region.
The experience of the peoples of Southern Africa has been that of wars ever since the 
period of European domination and colonization. European pacification campaigns met 
with military resistance on the part of the African poor. White settler dictatorship 
ensured that all aspects of social relations were governed by relations of force. Force 
was used to alienate land and to remove African peasants from their communities so 
that they could become cheap and bonded labourers. In the period immediately after 
the Second World War, Africans had to resort to arms to gain the elementary demand 
of political independence. These wars could be called "just" in so far as international law 
has justified the rights of oppressed peoples to be free from foreign domination.
The war for liberation in Southern Africa was protracted because the stakes were so 
high for the forces in combat, with the African poor on one side of the battle field and
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had a history of solving political questions by violence. Angolans who were not involved 
in war were not incorporated in the main monitoring of the peace process. Similarly, 
non-military parties and institutions were not involved on the Joint Verification and 
Monitoring Commission (CMVF) which was responsible for the implementation and 
functioning of the mechanisms instituted to verify and exercise control over the 
ceasefire. Even though both the armies of the Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA) and National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) 
claimed to have women in their ranks, there were no women supervising the ceasefire, 
nor ensuring the effective observance of the cease fire. Though the UN Special 
Representative overseeing the peace process was a woman, her stewardship was more 
in the Thatcherite tradition than in that of a feminist who wanted peace. The agenda 
for the Lusaka Protocol of 1994 maintained the same militarist approach to the question 
of peace. The flaws of the past attempts at peace have been highlighted by many 
authorities who have blamed the UN for "making peace on the cheap." No less a person 
than Margaret Anstee, the Special Representative of the Secretary General during the 
period of the implementation of the Bicesse Accords, has criticised the foundations of 
the 1992 peace-keeping mission in Angola.7 Moral arguments on the causes of the "civil 
war" and the violations on the laws of war since 1992 obscure the fact that warfare is a 
specific form of physical coercion. Mary Kaldor in her analysis of "warfare and 
capitalism" has provided an insight into the kind of social relations which generate wars 
of the kind which gutted the Angolan society. "Under capitalism, warfare has become 
an aspect of state activity. This is even more true of civil wars where the insurgent forces 
are generally organized as a form of proto state. Any attempt to analyze the role of 
warfare has to deal with the role of the state."8
The stress on the role of the state brings to the fore the social relations and class forces 
inside and outside Angola with a vested interest in either war or peace. It was Von 
Clausewitz who characterized war as "the continuation of politics by other means." In 
Angola this interconnection between war and politics has been most explicit especially 
in the context of the alliance between UNITA and South Africa. The lessons of the 
previous efforts at peace-making require a theoretical approach to the issues of war and 
peace which elevates the discussion beyond the technical issues of the UN 
peace-keeping mandate in Angola. There is also the requirement of clarifying the role 
of ethnicity and ethnic identification in the politics of war. The destruction of the 
Ovimbundu heartland of Cuito and Huambo by UNITA should have exposed the myth 
that the war in Angola was predicated on ethnic loyalties but the dominant narrative on 
"tribal wars" in Africa ensures that in some centers the war in Angola is characterised 
as ethnic violence. The corollary of this is that peace will be based on ethnic balancing . 
and power sharing.
Amilcar Cabral had warned in Guinea that although ethnicity constituted an important 
factor for the people, divisions of class, religion and gender are also important. In 
Angola, though there has been a lot written on the ethnic nature of the social forces, less 
has been recorded in relation to race and class. Far less has been recorded in relation 
to gender. So far the gendered nature of warfare and violence has in the main eluded 
scholars and commentators on the war. This is a crucial area of investigation since this 
kind of analysis shifts the discussion to the social relations of power between men and 
women at all levels of social reproduction. A gendered analysis of war and peace would 
explore the construction of social relations at all levels: the homestead, the village 
community, the school, institutions of spiritual reflection, the government, the armed
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history of national liberation. The link between the Angolan government and the South 
African company Executive Outcomes was the clearest expression of this regression. 
Executive Outcomes is a private consultancy firm with soldiers for hire. This private 
army is comprised of the former special forces of the South African Defence Forces 
(SADF).
Though there have been attempts by Africans such as Amilcar Cabral to develop a theory 
of liberation, the dominant literature has been from those sources which distorted the 
basis of the struggle. This is evident from the influential two volume study on Angola by 
John Marcum. Marcum’s central thesis is that the actions of the three parties (the FLNA, 
MPLA and UNITA), the political differences between them, their politico-diplomatic 
ties etc, were a result of strong ethnic consciousness. This analysis fed into the 
dominant ethnic themes of the military Journals of Paratus (the SADFjournal) and 
themes of the organic intellectuals of the South African state apparatus.2
The Angolan government could not mobilise the kind of resources which were available 
to the South Africans in their anti- communist crusade. The government radio was not 
as effective as that of UNITA since the facility of the political leadership in the area of 
African languages was limited. The President could only speak in Portuguese and the 
television audience was restricted to the urban Portuguese-speaking population with 
electricity. The written sources on the Angolan war which presented the views of the 
government are in the main in Portuguese and limited to sympathizers of the MPLA. 
The three main sources with a perspective critical of South African and Western 
propaganda on the war are, Basil Davidson. In the Eye of the Storm. Anchor Books, 
1973; William Minter, Apartheid’s Contras: An Inquiry into the Roots of War in Angola 
and Mozambique. Zed Books, London, 1994; Michael Wolfers and Jane Bergerol, 
Angola in the Frontline. Zed Books, London 1983; and Keith Sommervile, Angola, 
Politics, Economics and Society, Pinter Publishers, London. One of the main 
weaknesses of this body of literature is the inability to critically analyze the limitations 
of the state Marxism of the MPLA, hence there is no clear understanding of the dramatic 
shift in the economic policies of the MPLA since 1991.

SOURCES WITH SYMPATHIES FOR UNITA

An examination of the literature on the war with overt support for UNITA revealed 
clearly the linkages between warfare and propaganda. In the 1980s Bridgland wrote of 
the exploits of UNITA centralising the "charisma" of Jonas Savimbi and suggested that 
this leader was a key to Africa. The fact that the print media was not so well established 
in Africa led to the sharpening of the tools of the radio and television for the propaganda 
war in Angola. The radio station ,"Voice of the Resistance of the Black Cockerel," 
beamed across Central and Southern Africa , continuing, in the words of one 
commentator, "to pour out disinformation and to stir ethnic hatred, poisoning the 
country’s future."21 This radio station, though crude and manipulative of ethnic identity, 
was supported by the USA, especially the Central Intelligence Agency. The 
International Freedom Foundation which launched the Democratic International at 
Jamba in 1988 mobilised support from conservative forces to provide resources for a 
coordinated propaganda effort. This same organization orchestrated a Hollywood film,. 
Red Scorpion, celebrating the hagiographic details presented in the book by Bridgland. 
Those in the media who were closely connected to UNITA dubbed Jonas Savimbi,
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The imperatives of the war has produced critical commentaries on the levels of 
destruction in Angola. Much of this writing on the number of amputees or the amount 
of displaced persons comes from international NGO sources. This is evident from the 
most recent publication by Human Rights Watch on Angola: Arms Trade and Violations 
of the Laws of War Since the 1992 Elections. The major limitation of this book is that it 
seeks to lay the blame for the outbreak of the war in 1992 on both sides. In many ways, 
this book could be seen as far more sophisticated propaganda than the work of 
Crocker Presenting an in depth account of the military organization, structure and 
operations of the government’s army and that of UNITA, this monograph traces the 
methods of arms procurement and how UNITA was able to obtain weapons despite the 
sanctions of the United Nations. There is a clear analysis of the impact of city seiges and 
the indiscriminate bombing and shelling of civilian areas "by both sides." This line of 
reasoning followed the position of the United Nations in its publication of The United 
Nations and the Situation in Angola. May 1991-June 1994. In this monograph the UN 
failed to take responsibility for the breakdown of the peace process and the bloodletting 
of November 1, 1992 which precipitated the most recent stage of the war. One writer 
has argued that "Indeed, dozens of articles, television and radio documentaries, in many 
languages often made after clandestine visits to Huambo from Zaire and South Africa 
have served to alter the image of the events of that weekend in Luanda and Lubango 
out of all recognition."23

$��@!��������������(34������(2!

There have been two full length books on the peace process in Angola. One prepared 
by the Cuban government. The Peace Process of Cuito Cuanavale. presented the Cuban 
version of the negotiating process before and after the defeat of the South Africans in 
Angola.24 The intellectual content of the other book was driven by the consultancy 
syndrome of some non- governmental actors in Southern Africa. In this context see 
Sustainable Peace Angola’s Recovery, compiled by David Sogge, Southern African 
Research and Documentation Centre, Harare, 1992. The main critique of this kind of 
writing was its ahistorical approach with respect to the social forces involved in the war 
and consequently the social forces most interested in peace. The remarkable aspect of 
the key incidents of the Angolan war is how the massive information campaign organized 
by the West to support UNITA has been able to maintain support mechanisms for 
warfare in order to support the destabilization of Angola. This destabilization was 
founded not only on military intervention, since the broad spectrum of appeals for aid 
played a part in presenting the Angolan peoples as helpless victims crippled by war. 
Elaine Windrich in her study also pointed out how famine was used as propaganda in 
warfare. There have been many instances in the war where in collaboration with US 
agencies, UNITA was able to get international recognition for the right to receive and 
distribute famine relief through its own military and administrative structures.25
There is now a growing body of literature in Africa which is pointing out that 
"humanitarian intervention" is a form of coercive diplomacy to undermine the 
sovereignty of 'African societies. Many African scholars have pointed out that 
humanitarian interventions are seldom the last resorts they claim to be. "Intervening 
parties, in fact, have often been complicity in creating the humanitarian emergencies 
which intervention is now supposedly to remedy."26 This conclusion made in the case of
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Somalia,, becomes pertinent in the context of Angola in the face of the massive
humanitarian appeals made by the UN to "assist in relief assistance and the promotion
of human welfare." On the one hand, the IMF and the World Bank discourage the
expenditure of the government on education, health and social needs while the
Humanitarian Assistance Unit of the Department of Humanitarian affairs coordinates

�  27the provision of these services with international agencies and NGOs.
The presentation of the people of Angola as helpless "victims" in a never ending "civil 
war" is part of a narrative which devalues the historical resistance of the Angolan peoples 
from the period of Queen Nzinga to the battles at Cuito Cuanavale. Cuito Cuanavale 
was a turning point in the history of Southern Africa and in the next section we analyze 
the social forces of Angola in relationship to war.
Cabral in his study of the social structure of colonial Guinea had underscored the classes 
which had a vested interest in national liberation. National liberation was a special kind 
of war in the sense that the political objectives of the national liberation project were 
very clear: the recovery of political independence. Amilcar Cabral, in the book 
Revolution in Guinea, had outlined class forces in the society in order to develop a clear 
military strategy for the PAIGC. This strategy was meant to clarify those elements which 
supported liberation and those forces which collaborated with Portuguese colonialism. 
This analysis of the social structure becomes important in pointing out how the initiative 
for war shifted from the imperatives of decolonization to the consolidation of class forces 
inside and outside of Angola.
In that analysis, Cabral presented the working poor as the principal force in the search 
for emancipation. In the specific case of Angola, there is a paucity of literature on the 
class composition of the society. The ethnographic studies of the Portuguese tended to 
gloss over embryonic class differences in the rural areas. W. G. Clarence-Smith in his 
study of the society outlined how "racial and ethnic antagonisms sprang largely from the 
economic insecurity of petty bourgeois elements in the colonial society, who were 
constantly threatened with proletarianization and struggling to break out of the vicious 
circle of debt. Racial and ethnic factors were used bv sectors of the petty bourgeois to 
increase their own security at the expense of others."
Though the analysis of Clarence-Smith was based on the period prior to 1945, the 
importance of this historical evidence is to place in a context the vacillation of the middle 
strata of Angolan society. The fact is that one has to penetrate the social structure to be 
able to understand how Angolans could have put other Angolans through the kind of 
suffering which was witnessed in the bombing and shelling of cities. The literature on 
the war was an expression of the external allies of local forces. Documentation on the 
attitude of the workers and peasants to the war has to be found in songs, dance and oral 
rendition of the various battles.

THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO THE WAR.

Wamba Dia Wamba in a very little known essay, "Some Aspects of the Historical 
Background to National Liberation Struggles in Southern Africa: The Case of Angola," 
drew attention to the underdevelopment of Portugal and how this retardation of the 
colonisers affected the political autonomy of the Angolan working class. In this essay, 
Wamba pointed out how ideological and political intolerance by certain class forces had
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divisions among the peasantry were not so pronounced, but these divisions were 
manipulated by the competing political parties in the immediate period before 
independence. This competition created room for future exploitation of the subjective 
element of African consciousness among the African people. This became clear in the 
propaganda of African fundamentalism which was beamed by the Voice of the Black 
Cockerel.
The repression of the rural political economy can be measured by the present continuous 
appeals for food for those in the rural areas. In the villages, the peasants suffered 
regardless of which side they supported. Class differentiation in the rural areas and the 
simplistic definition of the peasantry presented by the MPLA during the period of the 
class analysis "created a social base for the opposition to the government". 
Impoverishment of the peasantry led at best to apathy and at worst overt hostility to the 
government in Luanda.
The declared Maoist strategy of UNITA to control the countryside meant that the bulk 
of the war was fought in the rural areas and that women in the rural areas felt the full 
force of the war from both sides. The breakdown of the peasant sector created food 
shortages and dumped millions of poor peasants in the urban "musseques". The poor 
Angolan peasants had no immunity to violence and they will continue to suffer the 
consequences of the mining of the country-side, long after the politicians decide on the 
future forms of political competition.
If peasants suffered, peasant women suffered even more. They were highly vulnerable 
to violence, whether military, social or domestic and in the case of UNITA could be 
called upon to be the carriers of weapons. The women in the areas controlled by UNITA 
were especially exploited since the ideas of military communism of UNITA precluded 
any form of independent thinking. Moreover, in the name of "preserving African 
traditions" African women were called upon to support their own domination. Sexual 
abuse and violence was the norm in the military camps where women, especially the 
younger ones, had no control over their bodies or their lives. The reproductive roles of 
women were seen as an extension of the war effort since women produced the human 
labour necessary for UNITA for the reproduction of new soldiers who were taken from 
their parents at the age of six. Women did the bulk of the portering for the FALA army. 
The war affected women in the rural areas in the most devastating manner. They bore 
the brunt of the hardships imposed by the indiscriminate laying of mines.
The effects of militarism affected women in the areas of MPLA control, though not in 
the same manner since the government tried to effect a new family code to protect the 
rights of women. Though the government enacted a progressive family code in 1990, the 
changes in the legal statutes in relation to the oppression of women in the rural areas 
did not change the deeply ingrained social practices associated with patriarchy. The 
constitutional guarantees of equal rights could not be enacted in the period of warfare 
and dislocation.
While the MPLA gestured toward equality in the law, UNITA invoked African culture 
to justify the subjugation of women. UNITA used starvation as a strategy of war and 
this affected women and children throughout the society. One publication stated that, 
"UNITA has consistently used starvation as a method of combat, in violation of the rules 
of war. UNITA justifies this by claiming that the majority of the population in the 
besieged towns and cities are linked to the military. " UNITA made rural Angolans 
captives in areas that it controlled by refusing the people unhindered safe passage to
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their chosen destination. One effect of this war was to dramatically increase the size of 
the working class both employed and unemployed.

THE WORKING CLASS AND THE URBANIZATION OF ANGOLA

The politics of space and race under colonialism provided one of the clearest issues of 
contention in Angolan society. It was the organization of the labour process and the 
incessant exploitation to which the working poor were subjected which gave rise to the 
awakening of the consciousness of Angolans. The stone towns and the mud towns were 
microcosms of the differences based on class and race. Urbanization, war and class 
formation is an area where more research is necessary. In the post World War II era, 
the working class was concentrated in the mining, plantation, small factories and 
oil-refining sections of the society. The Benguela Railroad and the transport sector had 
led to a high level of mobility of workers hence speeding integration among the working 
class. In cities such as Lobito and Benguela, there was a very skilled and educated section 
of workers. The dock workers also exhibited a high level of political consciousness. They 
were exposed to international commerce and came in contact with other workers who 
reported on other struggles of workers in Africa and beyond.
By the end of the period of South African destruction in the eighties, the Benguela 
Railroad had been halted and the dock workers plagued by low wages and poor working 
conditions. More than 60 per cent of the population now reside in urban areas. The 
growth of musseques in cities such as Luanda was a manifestation of the dispersal of the 
peasantry. Petty trading and the "candonga" market became signals of the hustling 
mentality which corrupted the social structure of the society. Corruption at all levels 
of the bureaucracy and armed forces undermined professionalism by patriotic 
elements. The stagnation of the skills, knowledge and development of this class 
compounded the devaluation of the return for labour. The fact was that the devaluation 
could not be separated from the ways in which productive resources were diverted for 
warfare.
This short sectoral analysis will point out the areas where the workers were to be found 
in the eighties.
• The most stable section of the working class was located in the petroleum industry, 

transportation, the remnants of the plantation and agricultural sector, the small 
industrial sector of textiles, food processing, chemicals, electrical goods, vehicle 
assembly and small-scale enterprises.

• The large numbers of workers in the bureaucracy and conscripted soldiers in the 
armies of FALA and FAPLA.

« Workers in the service sector of the economy, servants, security guards, and other 
workers servicing the foreign peace-keeping and NGO sector.

• One of the striking aspects of Angola is the large numbers of workers who work in 
the so called informal sector as itinerant traders. The money changers at every street 
corner in Luanda are the most visible signs of this strata. Rocque Sentiero in 
Sambizanga is one of the largest markets in Africa, where a million persons pass 
through every day. This major commercial and cultural centre is a microcosm of the 
vibrancy of this sector of the society.
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end of the period of state control over the economy, this heritage of historical 
materialism had given way to the ideas of neo-liberalism. With the values of private 
accumulation and property gaining ground, corruption became such an established 
aspect of accumulation and class formation that there were deep divisions in this class 
and these divisions were manifest in the fissures in the MPLA. The advent of the parallel 
market gave an edge to the senior cadres who could turn state property into private 
property. The explicit programme of the IMF in the privatisation was for this strata which 
had accumulated in the state to become the local capitalist class.
Corruption, war profiteers and with a small commercial strata operating as middle 
persons between foreign companies, laid the foundations for the creation of a small 
capitalist class of Angolans. This class was embryonic and the economic reforms could 
not accelerate its growth fast enough. African women who dominated the "informal 
sector" were the most active entrepreneurs in the society but the whole administrative 
machinery for economic operations was not organized to support their activities. They 
did not have the collateral to get loans from the banking institutions nor did they have 
the organizational support for insurance, licensing and the other principles necessary to 
set up full-fledged capitalist enterprises. Former bureaucrats and rehabilitated settler 
elements with commercial expertise along with contacts in the import-export sector 
were the most obvious beneficiaries of the liberalization process. The racial 
configuration of capitalist relations with Brazil, Portugal and South Africa ensured the 
ascendancy of a small section of the population. Because of the volume of this 
import-export trade there were some areas of cooperation with local Angolans who were 
to be found in the interstices of the economy.
The fact that the mestizo, White and assimilado elements from the state bureaucracy 
were the most obvious beneficiaries of the primitive accumulation meant that UNITA 
could mobilise the opinion of African peasants against this strata. The manipulation of 
the symbols of African fundamentalism was most obscene since the leadership of this 
party was in no way less compromised by virtue of their linkages with Portuguese and 
South African capital through offshore banking, diamond dealing, arms purchases and 
the transportation of weapons. However, the poor in the urban areas were unaware of 
the extent of these linkages. It was the clear opulence of those in the government which 
alienated large sections of the poor from the political leadership. Satellite television 
antennas, electric generators and individual water pumps, education, holiday and 
hospital care in South Africa and Portugal meant that this strata in both the military 
parties were not as affected as other sections of the population by the war.
One section of this strata which forms part of the class structure of Angolan society is 
the hundreds of international "humanitarian" workers in Angola. These workers form a 
link between international interests and the people, and mediate the external 
involvement in the economy. The project activities of the UN Consolidated 
Inter-Agency Appeal for Angola give a breakdown of these expatriate workers who do 
jobs which would otherwise be done by Angolans. These workers are in the main 
employed by international non governmental agencies and "donor" organizations and 
with their opulent standards of living stand out in the midst of the war and destruction 
in Angola.
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INTERNATIONAL CAPITAL AND THE ECONOMY OF ANGOLA.

Angola has always been a rich prize in Africa. The wealth of the country is now legendary 
and after 1975 the petroleum resources produced the anomaly of a "socialist" country 
dominated by the giants of the international oil industry. The names of Chevron, Elf, 
Petrofina, BP, Texaco Petrobas dominated the extraction of petroleum. A similar array 
of forces with names such as DeBeers were involved in the Angolan economy with 
respect to the extraction of diamonds. External domination of the economy has been a 
key factor in the politics of the society. The war in Angola has been fuelled by the 
struggles to control the vast wealth of this society. In this regard peace should be 
measured not so much against the damage or defeat inflicted upon one side, but against 
the extent to which the political goal of empowering the Angolan people is realized.
A quotation of Franz Mehring is here relevant,

War is an explosion of historical contradictions which have sharpened to the point where no other 
means are available for their solution since there are no judges in a class society who can decide 
byjuridical or moral means those conflicts which will be solved by weapons in war. War is therefore 
a political phenomenon, and not juridical, moral or even a penal one. War is not conducted in 
order to punish an enemy for supposed or real sins, but in order to break his resistance to the 
pursuit of one’s own interest. War is not a thing in itself possessing its own goal, it is an organic 
part of a policy to whose presuppositions it remains attached and to whose needs it has to adapt 
its own successes."31

This conception of war is also amplified by the question of the ideas which are at the 
forefront of a war. In Angola, for over 400 years, the principal idea of the African people 
was to free themselves from foreign domination. However, as Cabral maintained, the 
national liberation project in Africa was not revolutionary or socialist. Cabral had 
queried: is the national liberation movement something which has simply emerged from 
within our country, is it a result of the internal conditions created by the presence of 
colonialism, or are there external factors which have determined it? 32 Cabral answered 
his own question by pointing to the internal and external contradictions in the movement 
for national liberation. The external factors were to become more significant in the 
context of Angola after the invasion of South Africa in 1975.
The South African invasion by an army committed to apartheid and colonial rule in 
Namibia changed the whole character of the internal contradictions and the 
contradictions between Angolans and international capital. The war was compounded 
by not only the issues of the Cold War, but also by the issues of the decolonization of 
Namibia and the end of White supremacy and apartheid in Southern Africa. That the 
Cold War was not the central problem was manifest in the intense efforts to destroy 
SWAPO as a national liberation movement and to occupy Southern Angola to prevent 
the consolidation of the struggle for self-determination by SWAPO. In this period, it 
could be said that the MPLA and the Cubans were fighting a just war. The alliance of 
UNITA with the South Africans removed the claims of UNITA that they were a force 
fighting for the dignity of Africans. It was impossible to fight for the dignity of Africans 
while supporting a government which dehumanised Africans in the segregated 
conditions of apartheid.
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The various publications which point to the potential for recovery are important 
documents which can shed light on the vast wealth of the country. The significant point 
which has to be reinforced is that transnational capital has always dominated the 
economy of Angola, even during the period when the MPLA proclaimed itself a Marxist 
Leninist Party. One of the striking features of this period of warfare was that foreign 
capital intensified the extraction of minerals while there was untold destruction of 
human life in the society.
The permanence of the war since 1975 is connected to both the interests of transnational 
capital and the political activities of one of the parties, UNITA. This party has been able 
to continue the war after 1992 because of its control over the vast diamond fields in 
Lund a North Province.
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"It is widely acknowledged that the kimberlite pipes are believed to be among the world’s 
five richest deposits of embedded diamonds, and it has been forecasted that revenue 
from diamond sales, assuming a cessation of guerrilla war could increase nine fold." 34 
This quotation from a prominent European publication summed up the perspective of 
international investors on the diamond resources of Angola. In 1986, ENDIAMA, the 
state run diamond company signed an agreement with Roan Selection Trust 
International to operate at Kanfunfo in Cuango Province. Output was 2.4 m carats in 
1974, falling to 300,000 carats in 1976, following independence. Production rose to about 
600,000 carats in 1979, and 1.5m in 1980, but declined to an estimated 900,000 carats in 
1985, owing to guerrilla attacks and smuggling. In 1986, when the industry was 
reorganized, output declined further, to only 200,000 carats (less than 0.3% of total 
world output of uncut diamonds). Output is estimated to have recovered sharply to 
nearly lm  carats in 1988 and to 1.3m carats in 1989, although falling to 1.1 m carats in 
1990 and to 960,000 carats in 1991. In 1992 output was estimated to have risen to 2.7 m 
carats. The increase was accounted for by the entry of thousands of small prospectors in 
the region.
On the front page of the New York Times, on September 3 1992, was the picture of the 
prospecting fields of Lunda North in Angola. Under the same picture, which had been 
carried a week earlier in a British newspaper, the caption read:
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Below this picture the story started with the alarm that:
An estimated 50,000 diggers are taking part in the diamond rush in northern Angola. Sold and 
bartered locally for a pittance, their gems are flooding into the world diamond-cutting centre of 
Antwerp at a valuation of some $500 million a year forcing DeBeers to buy them up in an anxious 
effort to protect the market. The strain on the corporation’s finances recently sent shares crashing 
on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange.

These newspaper articles in London and New York expressed the anxiety of 
international capital over what would happen once Angolans had gone from fighting 
each other to mining the minerals under their soil and rivers. The issue of the Angolan 
peasants versus the monopoly of DeBeers was one of the unspoken issues of the Angolan 
war. The alarm which was raised in Johannesburg, Geneva, Tel Aviv, London and New 
York was masked in other phrases when it came to how the West wanted a resolution 
of the military struggles in a way which would strengthen the control of DeBeers of the 
mining operations in both Angola and Zaire. The war prevented the stabilization of the 
diamond marketing.
The alarm raised in the New York Times also pointed to the potentialities of the 
Angolan economy if the people of Angola were to gain control of that economy. It is 
precisely for this reason that the stakes are so high in the Angolan war. The United 
States had long known of the rich potential of Southern Africa. Geologists know that 
because of the age of the African continent, the area from southern Zaire down to South 
Africa is one of the richest in minerals in the world. The satellite maps taken of the 
geological make-up of the region by the USA had shown that one of the richest veins of 
kimberlite lay at the border between Zaire and Angola.
The intense fight for Canfunfo (1992-1994) represented a mirror of the struggle to 
determine which section of the future Angolan ruling class would control the sales of 
diamonds. This intense struggle was one of the real stumbling blocks to the peaceful 
implementation of the Lusaka Accords. It has been interpreted that the technical issues 
of demobilization and the quartering of FALA were the real stumbling blocks, but the 
question of control of the diamond fields is one of the unresolved issues of the unwritten 
clauses of national reconciliation.
Under the MPLA government, the state-run organization, Endiama, had the sole right 
to sell diamonds internationally. By the end of 1991, there were many diamonds in local 
hands that in order to put some "rationality" into this enterprise, the state passed a law 
which gave individuals the right to own and sell diamonds. The law said that it was legal 
for Angolans to possess uncut diamonds and sell it to the state-run monopoly, Endiama. 
The only constraint was that individuals could not export diamonds.
When the Bicesse Accords were signed in 1991, many unemployed Angolans and 
demobilized soldiers went to Lunda North to take part in the mining operations. 
Agricultural production was made risky by the land mines. Many coffee farmers who 
had fled to Zaire returned to seek wealth in digging for diamonds. In a short period, 
there were over 50,000 prospectors involved in the frontier spirit of the region. The 
diamond cartel of DeBeers is opposed to the operation of market forces in Angola, if 
the Angolans are to be effective actors in the market. In order to be on the safe side 
during the 1992 election campaign, the company provided a house for Jonas Savimbi in 
Luanda.
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The fact that the major portion of this oil is exported as crude to the United States makes 
the US one of the parties most interested in the actual strength of the forces at war and 
the issues of peace. During the period of the South African invasion, there was the 
situation of Cuban troops guarding the oil installations from attacks of elements 
financed by the United States government. Similarly, in 1993, one of the sternest 
warnings to UNITA came from President Clinton warning of grave consequences if 
UNITA attacked the oil installations in Cabinda.
The Angolan province of Cabinda is a microcosm of the stakes in the war. In the words 
of Wamba Dia Wamba, "it became a field of imperialist maneuvers." Wamba had 
pointed to the multiple interests of the USA, France (in particular the interests of 
Elf-Congo), Zaire, Gabon and the Angolan peoples in this province. The splits and 
shifting alliances of the movements and the government in this province are tied to the 
intense external involvement in this rich province where the people are very poor. One 
legitimate grievance of the people of Cabinda is the fact that this area is one of the most 
underdeveloped in the country, yet it is the province which provides most of Angola’s 
wealth. The tensions from this anomaly are aggravated by the intense interests of 
member states of the European Union which have an interest in dominating the rich 
resources of Congo, Cabinda, Zaire and Angola.
All the authorities on the Angolan economy point to the fact that the government 
bartered the revenues from oil for the next seven years in order to fight the war against 
UNITA. The point which is here important is how the wealth of diamonds and oil were 
recycled to the arms manufacturers of the advanced capitalist countries. It is the nature 
of the weapons systems which shaped the strategies of the combatants in the war. The 
small manufacturing and trading sector of the economy was financed by the export of 
oil and diamonds.
The industrial activity of Angola is based on construction materials, petroleum refining, 
food processing, textiles, equipment for the petroleum industry, electrical goods and 
vehicle assembly. The ravages of war have meant that this sector of the economy has 
stagnated with production seriously affected by the shortages of raw materials and the 
poor working conditions. The wretched conditions of the labour process inhibited the 
kind of contribution from the working people which would have harnessed the resources 
of the society to resist foreign military intervention. The stagnation of the industrial and 
agricultural sectors reflected the weakness of internal accumulation. The dispersal of 
the peasantry has created a large dependence on food imports. More than two-thirds of 
the country’s food requirements are now imported and the distribution of food during 
the war exposed how food was a weapon of war in Africa.
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This quotation with respect to the Second World War is useful to understanding how 
military means are used to advance a given political goal.
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In the experience of Angola the clearest political goal was peace and self-determination. 
Yet, as Cabral warned, there were many interests involved in supporting national 
liberation. Cabral had pointed out that though the leaders of the national liberation 
struggles pick up arms, they were armed militants and not militarists. From the point 
of view of the working poor, the objective of liberation was to rid themselves of foreign 
domination. This political goal as the core of the military strategy of the people and 
government of Angola was clear up to 1992. The military journals of the FAPLA boasted 
of the growth of the army from a guerrilla organization to a standing army. By tracing 
its origins in the guerrilla war, the MPLA was at that time reasserting its strategy of 
depending on the people of Angola for support. In the words of the official history of 
FAPLA,

After the various truces of July 1974 and the agreement of 21 October officializing these truces 
between the MPLA and the Portuguese Armed Forces, the Struggle changes in form. So the 
guerrilla forces became a regular army whose aim is the defence of independence, territorial 
integrity and the sovereignty of the new state.36

The transformation of this insurgent army into a conventional force was a process which 
was itself fuelled by the need to fight a defensive war. Slowly, during the eighties under 
the threat and reality of South African occupation, the forces of FAPLA began to acquire 
the kind of weapons which could repulse the South African invasion. The acquisition of 
tanks, combat vehicles, rocket launchers, jets, helicopters, surface-to-air missiles and 
sophisticated anti-aircraft radars created the conditions for a new hierarchy in the 
military. This hierarchy was the mirror of the deepening class cleavages in the MPLA. 
This army did not inherit the Portuguese military traditions. Unlike Zimbabwe, Namibia 

' and South Africa where former guerrillas were integrated into the former colonial 
military structures, FAPLA developed as an army whose strategy was based on 
defending the gains of political independence. This political strategy which guided the 
military operations was accentuated by the clarity of the goal of supporting the 
independence of Namibia. Despite the sophisticated weaponry and the large 
expenditure on weapons, FAPLA until 1992 was a coherent army. The heavy 
expenditure on sophisticated weapons meant that over the period 1981 to 1988 the 
soldiers in FAPLA were limited in their flexibility and response to the South African 
conventional occupation and the flexible war (conventional and guerrilla) of UNIT A. 
The alliance with Cuba mitigated the corrosive effects of heavy expenditure on weapons.
This alliance did not affect the military strategy which had been spelt out in the FAPLA 
Proclamation. The Cubans had long-standing relations with the principal liberation 
movements of Africa. The Cuban army, like the Angolan’s, had been transformed from 
being a guerrilla army to a conventional force capable of defending territorial 
sovereignty. The economic and cultural blockade of Cuba by the US had given a clear 
anti-imperialist character to the ideology of the Cuban armed forces. It was this clarity 
of purpose which led to the sterling resistance to the forays of the South Africans in 
Operation Askari and the crushing humiliation of the South African armed forces at 
Cuito Cuanavale.37
In fact, one of the weakness of the South African campaign in Angola was the lack of 
clarity of the political objectives. At Cuito Cuanavale the South Africans had been 
deceived by their own propaganda as their operational objectives were unclear. On the 
one hand the psychological warfare section of the military had said that South Africa 
had intervened in Angola to defend UNITA and to fight communism, but the massive
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forces such as the 32nd battalion and the other elements of Koevet who repaired to 
South Africa (from independent Namibia), there are elements of the military who have 
been deployed in other areas such as the National Parks. Others later regrouped under 
the name of Executive Outcomes. The General Manager of this "private army," Eben 
Barlow, had formerly been a Lt. Col in the 32nd Battalion, the unit which had been used 
by the South African army in its war of destabilization.
The soldiers recruited for this force were outcasts of the SADF who would not. have 
been integrated into the armed forces after the coming to power of the government of 
national unity led by Nelson Mandela. South African law barred former South Africans 
military personnel from operating in other countries, but EO gained a lucrative contract; 
in Angola and later Sierra Leone. This development provided a logical continuity with' 
the imperatives of militarization which had developed during apartheid. Though’, the, 
government of South Africa as a member of the OAU was supposed to be working for 
peace, its nationals were fighting in Angola and the state corporation was selling 
weapons to UNITA.
The other component of the military strategy of international capital in Southern Africa 
is the support by external forces for the very large military base which is being built in 
Botswana. It was not insignificant that Executive Outcomes was fighting on the side of 
UNITA and later threw their complete support behind the government of Angola after 
the government of the United States recognized the MPLA in 1993. By this time the 
soldiers who had experience from the battles of 1975 to 1988 had been demobilized.
The strategy of war of the MPLA after 1992 was the logic of the dependence on 
conscription and big military budgets. Instead of trying to learn from the local 
experience of those soldiers with both the experience of guerrilla and conventional war 
(the veterans of Cuito Cuanavale), the Angolan government invested its energies in 
changing the clause of the Bicesse Accords which had prohibited both UNITA and the 
MPLA from acquiring new supplies of weapons. Between 1992 and 1994 the strategy of 
the MPLA was based on the acquisition of over US$3.5 billion worth of weapons. One 
commentator who carried out research on the weapons procurement by the Angolan 
government concluded that, "The government has unquestionably been the largest arms 
purchaser in Sub-Saharan Africa during the past two years.”39
In this binge of mortgaging the resources of the society for instruments of death instead 
of providing for social services, the soldier was seen as the instrument of the weapon 
system.This conception affected the confidence of the ruling party in the ability of its 
soldiers to fight UNITA. At the diplomatic level this strategy led to the MPLA 
government hiring the same public relations firm in the USA which had been deployed 
by conservative Republicans to sanitise the image of UNITA. The military alliance 
between the MPLA and Executive Outcomes was a mirror of the new class alliances 
within the Angolan society. Up to 1992, it could be said that the MPLA was fighting a 
just war. The fact that war was not a moral question was exposed after the elections in 
1992 when it was clear that Jonas Savimbi and UNITA rejected the results of 
internationally supervised elections. That UNITA could resort to war and receive 
support was an indication of the international alliance which was put in place to have 
UNITA control the government.
The decisive intervention of the Angolan people in the electoral process had led to the 
political defeat of UNITA in the parliamentary and Presidential elections. The MPLA 
was surprised by the outcome of the elections. The reform programmes which had been
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implemented since ,1991 had eroded the political base of the former liberation 
movement, but the poor understood that the militarism of UNITA was worse than the 
bureaucratic commahdism of the MPLA. The people waited hours to vote and the 
symbolism of this process was captured by the woman who gave birth to her child while 
waiting to vote.. She named the child "Vote."
Despite the confidence expressed by the population as reflected !iri the1 election Tesiilts, 
MPLA had lost its coherence and discipline so that it could not politically mobilise the 
people to fight UNITA. This lack of discipline could ibenseen in November 1992 and 
January 1993 when innocent civilians were killed because they were suspected of being 
Zairians. This massacre of innocent civilians on ethnic grounds could be compared to  
1975 when Zairian troops had been involved in aninvasionJfcthe countryjlbistnyasion 
did not prompt any such reprisal because at that historical;moment, the -MPLArwas a 
disciplined party with a clear political strategy of building national sovereignty beyond 
the politics of ethnicity. By the period of the economic reforms, th& top leadership of 
the MPLA was interested in building a capitalist class and this broke the’’discipline and 
coherence with its former, political base in the muss,eqj^s.: 
issued a report condemning the "spontaneous killing" !j.of’. ^  
of ethnic identification had become a factor of the war,
which had taken place earlier in the capital, Luanda. *Ul^l|rA sought tiD ̂ ^ a ^ iU ite g e  
of this indiscipline and termed the killing "ethnic cleansm^,"r ^ i s  episode, \yas ,a olje.ar 
indication of the level of authority of the MPLA in ’ther̂ p^^rg3§-*"^ fTC,T; '!-
Because the stakes are so^iigh,4nternational capital isrSfilljmsui^oif^^^ 
of Angolan society underThe "leadership of the ^usaljta;
provided the basis for. an alliance between emerging class elem ^t£infU N IT^an 
MPLA. Since 1992 tliere: has been no major 4isagre,^ep.t^Dety^j^^i 'jy fJT f^^d^the 
MPLA on the question of the future r^latioi^ship .̂ hê y£tst
mineral resources and Angolan'society. On the contra^, t f i ^

investments were safe under their leadership. Yet, the/old hostility. tq4heM Pl^,r;emain 
and this is manifest in the propaganda of UNITA which, continues, tqxall the MPLAja 
communist party. This declaration of Jonas Savimbi in h is l^ e w ^ '^  
over Portuguese media was an effort to again woo the conservative forces that had 
emerged stronger in the politics of the USA after Ndvembefi;199^J 'oa] iC' 1 �  -1:1 **'•' �

■to i
The insurgency in Cabinda is also held in reserve to destabilise the;goyerflmdnlnifd^? 
process of class formation is not to the advantage o f theAVest. Ipprderdpvspejed^up ^his 
process there are major fissures in the MPLA and this:has,ied.to thp equivocationpf the 
USA over the deployment of peace keepers to monitor'the 1994 Accords, ...... ,’r

THE STRATEGY OF UNITA

The political and military strategy of UNITA can be grasped from the shifting alliances 
that this party had made since its formation in 1966. Initially,{this party was aligned with 
SWAPO and had sought to be considered as one of the leading forces for African 
liberation. There had been persistent reports of an alliance,between UNITA and the 
colonial army during the independence period. William Minter in his study of Operation 
Timber: Pages from the Savimbi Dossier, produced some of the evidence of the
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UNITA. Between 1986 and 1992, the assistance to UNITA by the US military was over 
US$250 million. Because so much of the literature on the war in Angola (in the English 
and French languages) is dominated by the West and those who support UNITA, it has 
been difficult to chart the real history of UNITA since its inception in 1966. Conservative 
Republicans in the USA never forgot the defeat in 1975 and these elements were at the 
forefront of supporting UNITA. The supply of Stinger missiles and other sophisticated 
weapons helped to change the political and military character of UNITA. This form of 
weaponry and the reliance on foreign sources led UNITA to take on an offensive strategy 
in the battles of Luena in 1991 and in all the major battles since 1993. It was this 
transformation into a conventional force which dictated the brutal occupation of the 
cities in the 1992 to 1994 war. The battle of Huambo in 1994 was decisive in the exposure 

. of the degeneration of the militarists and the divisions in the party.
This degeneration had been clear in the city sieges and the ways in which UNITA carried 
the war against the civilians. A publication whose authors had been able to visit 
UNITA-controlled zones during the war pointed out that

"UNITA has been guilty of horrendous violations of war, including direct attacks on civilians, 
indiscriminate shelling, summary executions, mutilation of corpses, starvation of civilians, hostage 
taking, forced portering, recruitment of child soldiers, denial of the freedom of movement and 
blockage of relief aid." _

A CAPITAL-INTENSIVE WAR

Armaments are destructive and are paid for out of surpluses from the society. Angola 
was spending over 50 per cent of its budget oh weapons. Added to this were the resources 
being expended by UNITA. Military spending is therefore a drain on productive 
resources. Armaments never re-enter the production process as a means of production 
or consumption. In fact, warfare in the case of Angola represented a cancerous drain on 
the society as a whole. Because the entire cost of armaments was paid for by resources 
which could otherwise have gone to the reconstruction of the society, the purchase of 
armaments by both UNITA and the MPLA represented a deduction from the surpluses 
available in the society. The main beneficiaries of the arms procurement in this period 
were arms manufacturers outside of Africa. One publication, in citing the various 
suppliers of weapons to Angola, pointed out that in this period, Angola was Africa’s 
number one arms buyer and that the government mortgaged the next seven years of oil 
production to finance the purchase of armaments.
In the period 1981 to 1988 the South Africans had developed the G-5 and G-6 155-mm 
long range artillery and had dubbed this weapon, the "best gun in any army in the world." 
The development of this weapon had emerged after the first defeat of the South Africans 
in Angola when their mercenary soldiers retreated in the face of the 122-mm rockets 
which were then in use by the MPLA. This weapon, a truck mounted multiple-rocket 
launcher, was old, dating back to the Second World War, and had assisted the Soviets 
in defeating fascism. Officially called BM-21 Katyushas, the weapon had been dubbed 
"Stalin Organs" and became even more famous in Africa after the 1975-1976 battles in 
Angola. Armscor had gone about developing the G-155 mm gun howitzer to confront 
the Stalin Organs. The G-5 towed field artillery piece and its derivative, the G-6, were 
the most publicised projects in the history of the South African arms industry. The details 
of how South Africa acquired the technology for this weapon exposed how Armscor was
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integrated into the military industrial complex of Western Europe and North America'43 
Though the capital intensity of the weapons in the Angolan war was not in the same 
league as the cruise missiles and other derivatives of the Star War tests against Iraq, the 
nature of the weapons was significant in a society where the technology of agricultural 
production was the hoe.
The military strategy of UNITA in war forced the pace of the acquisition of weapons by 
the government. After 1993, the war in Angola continued to be a capital-intensive war 
where the arms manufacturers of the West made super profits. Two of the books on 
warfare in Angola provide an inventory of the weapons systems employed by the armies 
and airforces in the war. In the South African account of Cuito Cuanavale War in 
Angola: The Final South African Phase by Helmoed-Romer Heitman, there is a 
complete inventory of the equipment of both sides. This inventory exposed the road 
from the AK 47 to the sophisticated weapons which were deployed in this historic battle. 
Similarly, the publication on Angola: Arms Trade and the Violations of the Laws of War 
outlines the procurement mechanisms of both the government and UNITA. Though this 
publication is in essence a cover for the resort to war by UNITA, it helps to underscore 
how UNITA was able to obtain weapons in spite of the sanctions imposed by the United 
Nations in 1993.
Mary Kaldor, in her analysis of the relationship between warfare and capitalism, 
underscored the role of war in the accumulation process of Western arms 
manufacturers. The conventional war in Angola registered as a destructive factor in the 
society, especially for the working poor and the soldiers conscripted by both sides.

Armaments are a means of destruction and they can never re-enter the production process as a 
means of consumption. In any society warfare is parasitical, dependent upon the productive 
possibilities of society as a whole. The most that warfare can do is to create the conditions for its 
own reproduction'44

There are two points which are worth noting from this quotation, (a) the fact that warfare 
is parasitical and (b) that warfare tries to create its own reproduction. The fact that 
warfare created the conditions for its own reproduction was most manifest by the 
involvement of Armscor in the war in Angola. Despite the fact that the Government 
of National Unity led by Nelson Mandela was committed to securing peace, the logic 
of the supply of weapons to UNITA by Armscor which had been going on for over ten 
years, meant that the stakes were so high that this company defied the government of 
Mandela and supplied weapons to UNITA despite the UN arms embargo. The UN arms 
embargo, though it was politically important in the diplomatic battles, it was ineffective 
in military terms. Members of the Security Council were supplying weapons to UNITA 
via Zaire. They included the French government even though it is a permanent member 
of the Security Council. One report exposed how the French government diverted arms 
meant for the perpetrators of genocide in Rwanda to UNITA via Zaire after the downing 
of the plane of the President of Rwanda in April 1994.45
The two points of Kaldor are central to the delays in the implementation of the Lusaka 
Accords and the fact that there are social forces inside and outside Angola with a vested 
interest in the continuation of war.
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