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1. INTRODUCTION

S

This paper is caonce2rned with exploring the role of ideas and

inteltectuals in the maintenance and perpetuétion of
neo-colonialism. Before dealing with the substance ot the issue

I malke without elaboraltinn samne preliminary observations and

state certain underlying assumptions.

First, by concentrating on ideas and intellectuals, I do not wish
tao suggesi that nfo-colonialism is not fundamentally an economic
phenomenan. I do not praopaose a Hegelian "view of imperialism,

where it is a retlection ‘of ideas! But ideas play role in both

its articulation and perpetuation.

Secornd, I use term‘non—nevolutipnary in the title in two senses.
Firstly, there is the2 political setise of non-radical or
conservative; 1 wish to be clear that I  am - not’ concerned with
"pFDgPESSiVEh ‘dntellectuals; although much of what I say may be

applicable to them. Secondly, 1 use the term non-revolutionary

in  the Kuhnian sense. In his well-knowﬂ analysis of the
development o sciepce, Thomas Kﬁhn distinguishes . betwesen
revaolukianary sciencé - that which is concerned with. paradigm
shitts - and normal scignce - that which is tnncerﬁed with

working withiﬁ the accepted conventions of the dominant paradigm
(Kuhn, 19684) . In this péper I wish +to consider normal
scientists. I ram rnot reaily concerned about the ideclogues of

the right, whose role in perpetuating ne=o-cplonialism . is +fairly

overt and explicit, Rather, I want. to concentrate ‘on the
everyday srientist, who is perhaps "apaolitical" . "just doing a
joab". Herea the role is less explicit and less abvious. Thus,

and 1 cannot eéphasise it eﬁough, when 1 speak of inltezliectuals 1
am always referring to non-revolutionary intellectualgq

Third, although T rea]i%e that there are ditfer=nt typeé ‘of
intellesctuals, that  we can make  a distinction between
intellectuals per se andlﬁhe intelligentsia, I tend not to dwell
on this distinction.. f{t is thus importasnt for me to emphésise at
the outset that ideas mre not the propérty of a’'small group of

arademically inclined, peaple. Intellectual activity is
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undertaken by all pepple:ih sacietj, eveh it it may'net be their

main preoccupation. ' 1 am concerned with those people .who are
involved in -intellectnal  ‘production, but ultimately it is the

_ideae that pervade society which are important.

Fourth, most of what I have to sav ie coloured by my .berceptions
of the ' issues. as- -an ecanomlst and relute to ecanémiste, But I
huee nDt'exclqs1ve1y.su. I think they‘ have_ relevance to Dthehd
social sciences, huﬁanities -and Qnaturallsciénces." Néugi‘has

emphasised the ..role tht :language plays . in ’perpetuatiun of

nec-colonialism. In many ways, scientific activities can be seen

as a form of discourse, as a. torm of language. How does the

languege o+ science perpetuvate nen-colonialism?

Finally, it will be noticed in the paper that I tend to . use

neo—culoniéliem and imperialism intenchangably, This is mainly’

- . - : ~ L .
for 11n9u15t1c var1at10n. gince I am solely  concerned with the

current pPIIDd in which imperialism manifests itselt as
nea cnlonlallem, it: does ‘not seemn to me necessary -to " draw - any’

+1ne d)st1nctlnns between the two. : ’ - ' . TNt

e ! .

7
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Having made. these preliminary observations, let me proceed to the

substance of the paper. 1n the next section I.toneidef ‘the rolé

‘‘of ideas. in -a class ‘society before looking explicitly at -

intellectuals and imperialism in Secltion 3.

2. IDEAS IN CLASS 'SOCIETIES
Before exsmining ideas and neo-colonialism, it is wuseful to

reflect: upohn the role ef_ideae in class societies. in general -and

capitaiiém:in particular. Marx,and~Engels-dea1t with ideas and

class socisties in the Communist Manifesto!

. - L

"What else does the history of ideas pﬁéve,'than that
_iﬂtellectual prqductiuh, changes 'gfs charasckter  in
brueortien as ma+eéiel proﬂuctinn is changed” Whe—
»rul}ng ideas Df earh age have ever bren the _ideas -Df

its ruling class. \Marx and Engele, 197¢ 83)



wo specitic snd  related theses abouvi idesas in class societies

contained in this passage. Firstly, ideas are pasited as

art of . a sup=rstructure built. upon, and responding-to changes

in, the material base of society. J-Secpndly,.a.particular_set of

‘tdesas are posited as the ruling ideas ot the age. ‘We heed - to

zlaborate  on. these two these to provide a basis,fnr‘our later
Qnderstanding of ideas and imperialism. ’ '

i ST
Ideas and the Material Conditions of Life.
The first thesis - that theres is a coﬁerénce between waterial
produ#tiUﬁ"and_ intel}ecEqa! prdduction - wasApernunded by Marx.

elsewhere, as .in hisio%t—ﬁuated Freftace:.
.“rhé_mnde of prbduttiun of matgria1 li+é conditions the.
general process of suciél; puliikcal"and -ihtellectua]
life. j It _isiynot :Ehe"cmnsciuusness"of men. that
determines Lheir existence, but theirﬁéocial exisience
“that determinss ﬁﬁéir Cpﬁstidhsﬁesé...;The changés 'in
the ecoriomic foundation l2ad sooner or later to -the
transformation of the® who i e immense superst%ucture..
lnlstudyfng such thansfdrmaiipns:ip is alwaysAne:essgry
to distinguish betwsen the material transformation of
_ the conditians of production,_whicﬂ can be detérminad
) with the precision Df'naturéj s;ienqe,»and the }egab,‘
" palitical, Pelggiouﬁ, artistic ;Dﬁ‘philnsuﬁhicél ~ in
short; “the 'idedlngical' +orm§, in ‘thc% ' men becbmé
conscious o+ this conflict and fight it oot.” (Héﬁx,

19241 21) '

I am aware thatl /the.‘vigw fpui;-+orward in this - Pre+a;e,ﬂ and
particulaf]y- tﬁe'béég/supeﬁstrﬁctpre p@chPE'it péinié,_has béEn
the subject ot intense debate. At the risk of walking into this
hornets nest, 'i thinﬁ‘i{ is 1mportant fhat we should ‘not regard
the "idgblugﬂcal forms” as mechahicélly derived from -and related
ko the base, but as being in a dialectical,relation_with'{t.

~



.Changes in the material base lead to.-changes in ideological +forms
which in turn impact uﬁDn the material conditions of lite.- For;
 éxamp1é, thé . 5hj+£ from A the conception of  scientific -
ihveétigation 2% F}errcal authdrity to’tha£'6$ critical discouége
vias a necéssafy cumponen£ part of the ,shiff ?hcm  +euda1isﬁ <tq‘
icapifalism., :But' this shift was . process rather than a decisgiv
préak; rwhilé the pruﬁess of - devloﬁment of the forces of
production, whichvﬁderlay the méferial_shi+t‘wés gming.on; there
was a-éimilar shift taking place in the realm of ideas. Th}s
Ehi;t 'wés ng&eésary,' Lo, ailcw the conditinﬁs +Dr,§he chgnéing
material base to develop. Thﬁs the changingﬁmgterial base lead
o changing cénsciousneés, ‘while ~the changing_~cuﬁsciousneas'
'provided:the BasisAfor fuﬁtﬁer changes in the material Base; we
tend to speak ﬁ% 5hi¥ts betheen,mudés 0+~prductiun‘aé i} they
are decisive aqd duick-pﬁccesses —.but\hitarically they take hany
Tcenturies. . o -

>1dea5‘andiinte1lectﬁals,are not somehow “Dptiuna; extras",  but
are an integral part of the system. Gramsci makes this.clear in

his discussion of intellectuals: =

“EVéPy social group, ‘goming"intc existepcé an .tHe‘;f
original tehraih_n+ an essential +unction in the world
D+'ecgn%mi¢ prnductiﬁn} creatéé.tmgefhér 'with itself,
arganically, luhe Dr'mbre strata of inteflectdaié which’
géCe it hqugeﬁeiiy and  an 'awarengss_‘p+ its . own
function . not ‘anly in the Aetqnmmi& but also in the

-

social and political fields." (Gramsci, -1971: 5) (1]

fThqé the capitalist_tiass.dDesgnDt"ei{St simply as a ﬁaked ghouﬁ

of exploiters, but is dréséed in a swaddling cfoth'of‘ideaé.wh&ﬁh
pfoyiQE‘l.{t - both - KWith,,té Sel+4cnnscinuénessx and‘NWitﬁ a
éelf—juétificaticn} And the intellectﬁala-who weave -this élgﬁh
are - created a}uﬁg with the cépitéiisig., Théy help ta deve]nﬁ>é
fa}Se coh$tiou5nésé, a mfétificatury»w?b of i&eas, dhlEhA jﬁétify
Capifalism_.not only to capitaliété'Abuf'also mysti+y,tﬁe real
naturs 0+ capita1iém for the.woﬁkihgiclass, ( o



?%what are the *ruling ideasi? s

This brings us ' to the second thesis Dn‘fdeas.cqntained in the

. passage fram the Mani+estn gibnted above! ‘that the ruling Nideas
are the ideas of the ruling class. This is presented in a highly
epigrammatic form. . Furﬁhermnre, it -{s a statement at a high
level of abstraction: it refers not spécifically to capitalism
but to all class sorcieties. AIt“prdVides arnly aistarting poirt-
for aqur investigatiuﬁ, nét‘}tsﬂehd. T We need to ‘unpack it a f

. little before we can e{éburate it.tbjshnw.hmw.it;mani+qsts itsé1+ 
in  the specific context of cébitalism_in the last quarter of the

20th tentury;and in Zimbabwe in particular;

In order to uhdéhstand ‘this- epigram mare  {fully' we . have to

consider . what is meant by "ruling ideas"? There 'is in most

sacieties =.and certainly inh capitalism - an apparent plurality
of ideas. There are‘disagreements, even\amongst the'idenldgﬁés
af thie ruling class. In Britain, for example,,{here_are +air1jl

obvious dj++ereﬁces betﬁeen.Tury and Labour paﬁt@es in\the_?ealmA
'nf‘ideas; Ws would not want tﬁ. deny.” that either of theée
parties “represeﬁtsh‘the.Fuling ciaés. "But in'whatusenselcah the
ideas of either DnéADf them be said to be the "ruling ideaéf,nf.
Britain? . . IR L

G =

¢

. The most straigﬁt{prward answer .to th;s_ﬁqestinn i§'tHaf "riuling
ideas" refer t@ the _#undamenta1  ar"paradigmatic ideas of the
society.  Thus it is the rqié aﬁongst inteile;tuals in \Bﬁitain

" or the United Qtages that_dialéctiqs_is regarded as an aBerkaﬁp

fdrm of -logic. It is dithicult to +ind -a British or American
intellectuql whn.js in not Ebme;seﬁse.a positivist, regardless~u¥
the suberetructure o+ theoﬁies,>hypothéses br Qhétﬁver thét theyl
cnnstruct.ﬁpah theée;.foupdétipns:'--Theré is =& fairly Awidely
accepted ﬁatiqn ot fanéib4saxnn" philosophy, which is genera&ly
regarded as being. "empiricist?, - "pragmatic", or . .whatever

.euphemism one wishes 1o use for postitivism.

It would appééw that marx éhd.Ehgels wer s conéérngd with idéas at

this broad level... .In the Manitesto, fhey refer to the ancient

religions, lChriétianity, religious -liberty and freedom i of



I the socisl consciousnéss of past ages, despite all -

conscience. " \
the murltiplicity  and 'var1ﬁtv itjdisplgys, moves within certaim
commuﬁ_+orm5,-or general ;dwas, which cannot cumpletely -Vanfsh
except with’ the total dlqappearance of class antagonisms. " iMarx’

and Engeis, 1975' B86)

This rconstruction of the realm of - ideas parallels the -

base/superstricture conception -of society. There exist the
+undamental ideas - ‘let us call it the paradigm - upon which-LeSs \
Fundamental thebries are constructed.l21 ' The plu;alism which is

apparent ambngst bourgeois intellecfuals exists at tﬁe less

" fundamental level. Since the ruling class itsel+ is composed of
7dif+ereﬁt interests, different fractions of capital, ‘ideas
. representiﬁg ea:h  exist_:gimuitaneously, Which of these are

:hegemonic depends upon politics within. the cap1ta115t 'class.
Thus fwe‘ could argue that heynes1an1sm articulated the interesté‘
_D+ a =pﬁr1+1c fra:tlnn of British Capitalism, but evenﬂ while it
_was hegemonic, ant1—Keyn951an ideas continued to +1Dur1sh and
develup.‘ Then in the late sixties and early seventies there were
shitts within the British ruling class which brought - tﬁe'
*hunetaPiSt cuunfé#—fevulutinn, s0 tﬁqt_Kéynesiaﬁism was nuilquer
— —hegemanz:. But “there was no paradigmatic 5h1+t betwéen

I~

Keyn951an1§m and Monetarlsm. "Both are cuntlngent explanat1uns of
"cap1ta115m which do not threaten capitalism,. Both are based “on
"anglu—saxun“ philnsdphy. — ' B

"I+ we  are to be -able to - use th15 cunstrurtlan,Awe needltu:
'"cunéidEP.ﬁbw ideas ‘at the superstructuval level and those at the.
.ﬁaradigm;tic level interact. Superstructural -ideas are the "
cancrétéfand Euntinéent manifesféfimn ot the pahadigm; but_tthefe
is  a diélectital. Felatinnshipx betwepn the fwn. TheAparadigm
'condlflons the superstructural ideas. Nevnrtheless, tﬁe>paradigm
_1LGel+ _is neither -_cleerly g'art1cu1ated o hor . statie.
‘uperstrucﬁural~ ideas are part of the pruress whereby both the
péradigm 5hi+t5:(evolv95) and our knowledge of 1t is worked out.
This is most noticable at ltimes o+ paﬁadigm shifts, butAis
'qctually Laklng place cont1nuaua1v, in more or less  t6ncentﬁateq
'forms. In any concretﬂ situation, fhe&efuﬁe, we'héve to deal

‘Wwith ideas - at  the superstructuhar, and -~ not simply ‘the

\
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paradigmatic, level,

- In many ways, the "ruling ideas” of an age are presented to us as
comman sense. The ‘m§sti+icat1on' of the woqker=, to whlch
!intéllectuals Goﬁtbibut95_ arises nat only because D+j~,that~
intel!ectual..input, ‘but also (mainly) because i£ accords with a
non-scientitic, commonsense perception of their reality. It-fﬁs
nbviaous that if it ‘Were.not forimy emplover I wuuld would hot
have a job and if it was not for me, he would not make a profit.
Thus,’ common sense tells me that- we have a common 1ntergst."His
profits might be hlgh and my wages low, but that is becausé‘hé,is
gresedy or better gducated' or what-have—ydu. But :Dmmnﬁ—sense'
tells me that i+ I were ta destray ﬁim, 1 would be destrbying hy
awn job. In many ways, the h1stony -of éc1ent1f;c endeavour has
aléways beéﬁv fhe' struggle aga:nst the ,comman sense . n+ the age.
When thé " Church ~§uppressed Galileo ‘they -Wetj not s1mplf
¢pr0tecting their narrnw'in%erests, but were giviﬁg expré551nn_to

’

the caoammon sense of the agea"

As 1 have suggested abbve; the epiéram qﬁotéd +iom »the Manifestu_.
ig att a " high level. of abstractiong aﬁ&'nhe of our tasks is to
concretise it. One of the 1ssues we havp to deal ;With ‘in  this.
process is that Marx and Engels thes1s abstracts from nations.
I+ we wish to discuss ©imperialism, we have to see pum_ this -
general abstraction ’is .mahi+esied within »the':context of thé _
muderﬁ wbvld-whf&h.ﬁnt.only[ Haﬁllnatinns"but " has centfeé and
peripheries, East. and’ West, éhd' éEtually 'éxistjpg spcialist

countries.  Since the exploratian of this is the main task " of

this paper; 1 will- return.'tu it'iater. At this Gtage let me -

taise one probfém, which relates to our understand1ng n+ what is -
neant by "ruling 1deas"k nce we accept that the 1mper1a115t-

‘centre consists of a . number of countries, it makes it even more

difficult td\>fdenti+v "thé ruring ideas®. 1t is.my Jmprgs

that thers is rauch leqs antagonlsm to dfaleé@i;s“;within.fEﬁﬁaﬁéf;

ion

than . in Britaih’ or Amer1ca.  Thus i+ we argue thatithe“buiing:.

1dea5 means the rullng paradigm, - we. haVé\ a>'prnblém once - we7
recoqn1q9 that French 1ntellectual 1j+é is d1++arent from BrltlSh
ar Amer1can.~ We _haVe to dig even deeper under the surface af‘

ideas to +ind a common basis.



wa do the Idgasnnf-the_Ruliﬁg Cléssxbecume the Ruling Ideas?

In tﬁying to understand and concretise Marx and Enge!s’ epigran
‘we also have to consider the process whereby “the ideas of the
‘rullng class become the hu11n9 ideas? In d15cussin9~this I will

use examples from-capitélism, but they can-be applied' to qthér

class societies. - 1 am sktill not specifically. concerned with

imperialism.”

Marx clearlﬁ implies an objective process whereby changes in the
~material . base of society leads to changes in its consciousness.
AL its broadest level the process wmust be seen as part o+ the

class struggle. ' The un+olding struggle betwesn classes takes

place nDtAsimply at the"bolifical and economic- level but além at

the level  of ideas[ Ideas and_ihtéllectuais are one weapon in

bthe aﬁmnury of the rising claSS‘jh its struggle against the Dld..

As the néw class gains power, lsokihe 1deas which support it

.become the rgling-ideas.i the rise of the new class removes the
block. on the further ﬂevélopment of the productive forces which
‘fhe aid‘class constituted: the rise of the- néw- ideas' is the

) hanifestatjpn af'thjs removal. at the level of 1deas.

L
-~

There ie a danger of seeing this process in mechanistic or !

cnmparativefstatic:teﬂms; as though these changes. are quick;

clearcut, consciously -ﬁlaqped. We > have to see thém rather as

. part of a_ _long - and ‘continuous’ pracess.’ Thus, one* af khe

-t ey s e s

important ideolnqical contributions to the rise h+ capitalism was.

Adam- Smith’s cr1t1que of mercantal1st lelClES and rationale of

laisser faire. If we ask why the WPalth ot Nat1on5 was wrltten in

the late eighteenth’ century and no;, say, a century earlier “by
Petty, it is clear that the climate was- not right for it..  Theé
development of productive +orces,. the stage of the struggle
between’ the emerglng bourgeu151e and the anczen regime, énd the

level of development in the realmn- Df 1dea5, were not appropriate.

—

A seventeenth century Wealth ot Nations wohld have -been a  work .

“not of science but of science fiction, It was not as if the -

‘1Wea1th o+t Natlons suddenly appaared ‘out ot the b]nen s At -the

“level Df econumlcs,' others befor “him had begn artlculatlng
componenis Df h15¢'arguments - Fetty, = Hume, the Phys10crats.
! . . ) .



Their aréumeﬁts in furn were in{luenced -.as were Smith’s - by
the practice u; business, the .talk in .the cotfee shops?
capitaliém‘ héd ’been growing out ©f the womb u+A+éudélism +or
several centuries before Smith. Furthermore, the’abilit§ to put
forward these. argumenté was 'it5e1+ dependent on otﬁer chanéeS»
.outside the realm of economic ideas that had been tak1ng ﬁiace.
For example, +he d1m1ﬂut10h D+ clericism as a source o+ academic’
authaority and the rise b+ Patlnnallsm‘, which hade been underway
from the earliest days - o+ the Re+nrmatipn, Qas'necessary4to
ﬁravide-a'climate in which cr{tica; debate of state pﬁwer was
possible, Similarly, the critique of Arls*ntllan1sm and the rise
of experiméntalism —;Whi;h dateﬁ back tD the thlrteenth century -

was a hecessary precursor to the empiricism of the Wealth of

Nations . These developments.in -the .realm ot ideés- - which
themselves _depended .an precusors and previous material ’
developments ~ were the +pundafiuns upon which Smith built.

" 8mith was part of a long historical process.

Similarly, we wnuld be wrnnq to thlhk D+ the wealth D+ Natlnns as-

somehow constltutlng a dec151ve break with the-past!: suddenly aill.

vas lllght. it tDDk - time +DPf the Wealth ot Nétiuﬁsltu-be
incurpuratéd Sﬁtn the “buling.ideas";_ iﬁ some:ihstanceé}.éu;h'as
_ the arguments for free-trade; Smith’s arguments reguired both
+urther*e1abnratinn'éndf+urther_develupment-D+,English Cgpiféljsm
before ‘the? could become -"ﬁﬁling ideas". Thisllatteg‘puint is
impbhfant.' Smith cnuld‘gee;zfrmm:his observations of eighteenth
century capitglism,/v#hat -the deVeanment ot thé market was
crucial\fop'the'+uﬁthér deﬁeldhmént_n+ cépitaliém. In qthér'uords‘
his ideas arnse.but of the -material ;Dndiﬁinns ot eighEeth
cénﬁury life. By 1091:a1 eytpn51nn hév coﬁjd.put +Drwérdvéﬁ
argument for extending access tD the world- market, tor. free .
trade. ‘But, tor these _ideasx to 'becnme "practice, further
developments iﬁ 'thé_ pﬁpductive forces (+urthsr technalogical.
devélupmen{s stimulating large. scale ,brod@ttiﬁn) and in class’
forces (;he shift in power . between mérchant and productive
capital’ ‘and’/ the rise ° of organlsed labnur-)' were ;ne‘cessa‘.r*y.— It
part, Smith’s book contributed to these +urthef developments. We -
can see here the, dzalect1cal process wherebv ideas arfsé ¥rom‘aﬁd

contribute tD the materlal base - D+ snc1ety. L I
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But these changes-in both ideas ana material <conditions maant
.also thag..:furtheb devliopments ;n ideas were necessary.

qusequent e:anomists develnpeq modified rejected Smiths ideas,

'b;th .as their understanding “improved “and as° materia]. and -
political conditions develmped.' Thus Smith was part-siwply nf A
long hls+or1ca1 procnss, as wWe suggested above. but n¥7 a2 lana and
;Dntxnulng historical process. He - arnse out ot a certnin %taqe
of &evelopment ot prbducﬁiVé-and class forces, and ke comfributed
to the_%u%ther'develbpmgnt,n+ thuse\+orraé.

We would o+ course be mlstaken tn preqnnf this process ﬁ;erepy
V1dea5» of the Pullng class become- ruling ideas as i+ it was éﬁ
autamatic and deterministic prncess. We have argued that it is
part of Lhe brocess»af/class‘stﬁugg}é; in this pfucesggclasées do
not simply wait +or«+évnurabré events tu'DCCuﬁ,<they creste them.-

They .intervéné-qverﬁly in the preduction of.ideqs. The past has

witnessed ruling classes using naled poweh'aéainst ideas - and
intellectuals - vhich _ threaten them._fhe‘CDpern{can Revolution
and -the supﬁression ot Gal1leo is .an -obvious case. . The

Church- State used direct force to try ﬁb suppress the new heresy.
- This heresy was ‘a threat to their power, not so much because ot
‘its substance, but because‘it‘challengéd, the ‘authority - of the
~Church. 1t was an important battie in the tjsé of tﬁé scientitic
outlook, in " the .déthrohement ‘of clerical . autﬁanity and . the
raising up of reaédn‘"as fhe’ legitimate mefhoq :q+. scientitic
'invesfigationQ‘ T ' . ‘ o

The ruling class - also uses. fts power to 5uppoﬁt ideas ~ and
intellectuals - which supﬁbht it. In modern society, this means
funding 'Pesearch ‘institutiaons . and researchers, supporting

unxver51t1e5. Tﬁé phqcess,_of education itself,'is‘ a - process
wherehy Lhe rufﬁng class ideas'bécnmé dumihant«tsl.\' The'ﬁedié
aﬂd,communicaFfons 1ndustrv‘/a156 contribute &ruciallv tb"the:
process. They‘ are central in the modern world, to tha praress,

whereby Lhe ruling 1dea5 become the common sense of the. age.

Finally, intgllect@als\_themselves'Achtrfbute to' the process.

Intellectuals survive by the saie'qf their labour power;i. they can

~



only sell it if it has use-value for the pcrchasers; {q general
it is uniy the ruling classes who are able to purchase idees or -
at ‘least deterﬁine the exchange value of particular ideas.' The
market for ideas ‘thus determines which ideas are will Qe
duminaht,- will get most exposure, waich inteelectuals'ﬁill be
able to survive as intellectuals. By this process of market
selectioﬁ; it .is not strange to find that most of our normal
scientists actually be11eve the rullng class ideas they phoﬁbusd.
There 1s no confllct. Shuuld we expect the +lea " to criticise~
the dog for belng warm l:)ll:n:uciediJ Most u+ our ihtellectuels are
themselves pruducts of their suc1ety. thelr-task is to dress’ up

_commoh s2nse in appruprlately impressive language.

R -
S . - R -

The professionalisaian bf.phe.intellectuelcalso contcibutes, The
criteria for empleyment, tar preﬁotiun, tar belonginé to the club
of respected intellectuals become more  and more explicit afd
requi;e muhe and mnre"c0n4urmity. _in>‘UéA. Un{versities, one
seldom  finds -Maﬁxist’econumists;ethose that one does find, paid
their dues by‘demenst;at{ng their cumpetence' in other tields,
showing {hey can do l-'r*e.'a.l":'_‘ec‘cmc:mics. If they are good enuugh atﬂ
that, their aberﬁant interests mlght be 1ndulged. (hls 1s not:
always because of exp11c1t suppresslon of Narx1sm, but:because-nf

the' pru+ess1ona1 cunsensus o+ what is and what . is not "gcod

—

economies®. . . s : g » - -

3. INTELLECTUALS AND MODERN IMPERIALISM K

- ‘. ) N,
N

I have been. looking a£ the raole of iﬁtel}ectuafs and ideas in
class socieiies, partlcularly capltal;sm.: S In summary, I  have
been concerned to show huw *hese support the Puling‘class and hnd
they are related to -the . material. besls-u+ society. ﬁgt fhe
discussion has been presented essentialiy\withiﬁ the +Pemewcrk o+t
a single countery aﬂd"has nof..been explicitly :cdﬁcerhed with
either modern cepitalism “or 1mper1al sim. - We rneed to take into
.accuuﬁt; tﬁé ‘existence ' of netxan . stntesj : natxunallsm and
impehialisﬁ} From our previous dlscuss1on we wuuld expect the
rale of hmn—revulutionvrw infellectuals in such a world to he to’
mystitw- the PVI%tPNLE and na ture o+t imﬁerialism. But at a less

generalised level, huw_dces this work?
- : i



But.aithcugh this_process fs underway, it is taklng place in a
world of nationestates and therefore takes farms which reflect
this. lnterqaticnal capital has to art:culate'1tse1+ concretely
with the neo*celoﬁies. -The concrete form this takes of course
varies, as it did in -earlier pheses of imperialist expansion. In
all cases, however, international capital ihbacts upori - and
in+1uences “the "nature 6+ the local rulfng class. The local.
classes nay grow out of the sell of the  natiDn, but -they are’
Stcongly watered, +e|t111sed and{;_on occasion, pruried by
international capita}. ; - - ; f .

“~

The:emegéfng natinﬁal ruling class is caught'betweeﬁ internationli
capitaf,an the.uhe hand and ~the populer ‘demands"nf -Eecently'
decoloniseq masses' cn the nther. It has tD serve the 1nterests
. of inteﬁnaticnal capital while at the same - time retalnlng its
local political power. As with all ruling classes it attempts to
balance these two ‘sets of sdemands. in its own interets,’but‘
because it A= not a +u11y developed ;uling class these intenests~-
'sre not yet - hemogeneous lur'cnherently articuiated. The cleer
conttad1ct10ns that are noticable w1th1n . the neorolonlal state
have been attr1buted to the pet1t bourgeels nature ot that state,:
but_°1 preter 1D regard it as a reflection ot the underdeveloped'
,nafure of classes Wlthlh the nence]dny nacted'in thebmudern world
system. ' . g f ‘ . . e -.,’ P
As the national ruling class is'being createdg(uf, nore prdperlﬁ,
as the'rdlinj class nf.interﬁational capitai'is establishing its
neocolanial bﬁanches), the 1denlu91cal apparatus to suppnrt it is
similaﬁly in the prccess, ot be;ng created. But, JUSt as the'
emerging natlanal classes are cond1t1ened by the alreudv ex1st1nq
world capltallst system, s0 toe are the emergan national

intellectuals " and .ldeac rond1fxmned by the exlstence af already‘

exisking . 1nLernat1Dnal 1ntellectuals. With deculonxsat1on ‘and
localisétlun, 1nternat10nal capital requires “not simply an
adeguate polit1ca1 ‘and ideological apparatus, but also a

technincal and managerial intelligentsia to oversee ils programme

- - . ‘ . ‘.
in the: rneocolony. This in part requires training and.sducation
as ‘well as expatriate expertise. There is an inmediate and

(



The Nature of Modern Imperialism

\

“Te discuss this we need to have a£ least some rough undérsianding
of heo-colaonialsim. My views L on this ére, not . standard Aand
therefore nesd to be explained hﬁEé%iyl‘alﬁhDugﬂ I am not sure
.haw:%ar the argumenté I 'latgrx present ohn LntellectQélS and
imperialism dependAbn thia'pré&ise view of modern impériali;m;\
Although nea-colonies -exisb in a‘f;apiLaliét wor ld System,.jn
which the internatioral - capitalist class exists in a
well-developed (but continuatl? developing) form, ;withinffhe_
neo-colany ﬁétiunal-'class lines are  much  less C]eékiy
 estab1isHedi—a pro&ess*af class fnrmétion,i5~in“mctian. Altﬁough
this-'procéss' hés~ de#inite~ similaritiés, with the processes ot
primitive aécumulatién in the nhw-develnped ééuﬁir;eé 50 vividly'
ldeschibed‘ by - Marx thMarx, 119765._Par£‘ &), theﬁe\gre ot course
'impmrtaﬁt differénces.. Fahvouf ‘purposes. the most sigﬁificanf
'di++erencé5 arigé +rom - -the -+ac£ that ﬁhis procesé of riational |

';laés formation is  taking place within- a world a¥ already
K i ' .

developed capiyaijst-classes} -
Glbbally;\‘the.'cﬁrﬁént herind is witngésing(”gwpréce55 o+ the
'intéﬁnationaliiaiiqn focap?tal. Thi; does not simply méaﬁ. thaf
.hroductiqn, ’ 6w¢eﬁship' agd- " accumulation is expanding
geogfaphically - that is something which has beenv_takingi place
éiﬁce the‘egr}y ninéteenth~century;'-Capital-itsel+ is iosing its

‘national  character.: "Inteshational finance capital® is

increasingly cowming to mean international capitail, rather than

American Banks awning  ‘assshts abroad. . The process . of
de-colonisation - the deiinkihg~a+ colanies {reom single imperial
powers - wWas Ppart of tkis process. More recsnt ‘eplements have

been the rise ot oéf-sihore.banlring, the growing -inﬁegratian o+t

. money -markets, capital mariets and stock-exchanges and the

increasing geographical . disper@iﬁn' o+ .single, - integrated
N i { - T '_ . '

production proceSses. ALl aof. these are elements of a growing
process ot internationalisation o+ “capital. ©this 1S the

histnﬁi;al slogic of capitalism: cepital ingreasingly reproduces |

itsel+ in purer 2nd purér torms.

:



But afiheugh thié_prucese fs ﬁndnrway, it is taP1n9 place " in a

world. of naﬁionrstatee and therefore takes fcrms which reflect

this. International capital has to articulate: 1tee1+- concretely
with the neoaealonies. -The concrete farm tﬁis.takes of course
varies, as it did in earlier pheses of imperjalist expansion. In

all cases, however, international capital ihpacﬂs upor - and
intluerces -the natuﬁe--e+ the local ruling class. The local -
claeses may jrow out of the soil af the anaéicn, but 'they are
st;ongly .wetered, Fertilised and, on occasion, pruried by
international capita}. ' _ . . ’ ' v

“~ ’

The>emergfng na+ioﬁa1 Pullng class is caught’betweeﬁ 1nte:nat1nn1
cap1ta1 an the une hand and the pppuler“deﬁands‘ ofA recently'
' decolonised masses on the pther. 1t has to serve the interests
. of inteﬁnatibnal capital while at the same time hetaininé its
local political power. As with all ruling classes it aitempts to
balance these two 'Ee*s af \demands in its own interets,'buz’
becavse i ds nn+ a +u11y developed ru’lng class these intehests,
'ere not yet - homogeneous, ‘or coherently artxculated. The ;leer
coﬁtradictions that are ﬁoticahle within . the nenrolun1al - state
have been attrlbuted to the pet1t bDquPDIS nature of that state,:
but "1 preter 10 regard it as a reflection ot the underdeveloped“
nhature Df classes w1th1n the heocolony Dacfed'in the modern world
system. . ‘ E i o s -_.’ _—
) B . - . | .

" As the national ruling class is‘being created (or, more properly,
as the ruling class ofvinternafioﬁal :apﬁtai'is establishing its

neocﬁluﬁial'bﬁanéhee), thE’jdealnqicé{_apparatus:to subpmrt it is

=1m11ar1w in the. prhcess‘ af bexna created. But, JUSt as the’
emerging nat1ond1 classes are rund1t10ned by the alreadv ex:stlng

world ;apltalzst syshtemn, s0 tna are the emergzng rnational

intellectuals “and 1deas rond1f1mﬁed by the emlstence of already"

exisking . 1nLernat10nal Lntellectuals. With deculonlsat1on ‘and
localisét;op, 1anrnat1Dnal capital requires "not simply | an
adequate polit1ca1 ‘and 1deolaglcel apparatus, but, -also a

technincal end managerial 1hteliigentsié to oversee ils programme
in the - neocolony. This iy part reguires training snd. education
as well as expatriate expertise. There is an imnsdiate and

L
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commen sense ratianale for penntrdtzun ot external intelletctuals

inta national intetllectual dﬁvelupmﬁnt. _We have therefore ta

loolk at - the role- both national “and, mnfe impmrtantiy,

“international ar foreign intellectuals play in the irnteiiectual

and idenlogical épparatusv which ié created Aﬁu supjport the
develnping natiocral ru{fng class. . ;- : B

This brings us back to the question touched upon eartier: how do

“the ideas Caf  the ruling class become the ruling‘ideas?r How do

,tHe ideas which have developed amongst intérnational

L

‘fntellectuals become the ruliﬁg ideas of the-néd—colony?- The

. concrete means are so MR ‘and so varled that it is nnt pnséible

to be ‘exhsustive. . I therﬂfure dl::uss briefly saome of the more
B t

aobviaous wmechanisms: the educatlon s;stem and parttcularly “the

University; media and communicatiansi international agencies’ and

toreign experts.

The University and the Reproduction of Ideés

Dbviously the whole education ﬁetwuﬁk'is an important mechanism

+or the prnpaéatiun aﬁd'pgnetrétiun ot ihterhational ideblbgy.
Arthougﬂvthis cleafly starts +from primary schooling, 1 will speak
soléy;about ihe Univeﬁsihx and ﬂewiiary lnvei.’Hit wifi-be clearl,
that I Epeak:withvmqr Univéﬁsit& in m1nd, but:£ﬁ15 is nut'because

I think it is ,uhiquef my 11m1ted eAperLencn of other A+r1can

universitises sﬁggeéts that ‘what 1 have to say applleb-parz . PESSU-

- . -

ta them. - - . - . S -

How +ar have our Universities ,madé avderisive bireak with the

cdnceptualisationx struétuwbs ,and organxqatxon of standérd-

westerﬁ ‘university we 1nh9|1tcdf Have we serluusly run51dered

the guestion of whether “such & unvarsztv"lq arn approphlqte
institution ifur,‘dealing with our conditionsY 1s & centralised
institution uhich w1thdraws sfudﬁnts trom real Life at the age of

19 +or thrﬁp tD 51 *ears ah~apprupr1ate'5truc;ube +or creating

rnational 3nirllecfupls in agrarian, . underdeveloped seocieties?

Ars the: disciplinary ' structures = of - British -univ&réities
appropriate  +or uhdersféndihg_A+ritaﬂ-réalities?‘LQI University
aéademics aée'canstahtly urged‘ta me=t the needs of the péupie}

o
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but is ii'(ikély that this will be dane within the framewuék_a¥ a

MHniversity dé%igned precisely to divorce intellectuals +rom £he

people?  There certainly are students  from wu?king class and
peasant backgrounds: - bul 'the~ University is designed to ensure
that they remain "fram”, ' -7

Of course, these questioﬁs are all rheturical;‘htﬁey answer
themselveas, The Urniversity is- itself an-integ?ai’part of the
process of claés +mrmatiun.: AS suck it is not isolated +rom the
cuﬁditioniﬁg‘ of. ' the 1nternat{aﬁal intellectual system? What are
the concrete mechani%ms‘by _Qﬁich Upiversity_-inﬁeliectual lite
fand through it, national intellsckual life) is thus conditiched?

One of the ‘most pervasive mechanisms is the appeal . to

international academic standards. Our courses. must  be  of

,acteﬁted' fﬁternationaj standérdsi our- statt mustumeet-acceptab}e
- : < Mg

international standards both for ébpmintment and for promotion.
h short, the more our’ Uniy@rsiﬁies-can reproduce acceptable

international standards, the woare sﬁqtessfnl ﬁhe?-are judged to

" be. I[5T Most o+ the instituticonal changes implied in the series

of queétions’in’thé last paﬁagraph viould be’ rejéctgd‘;un the
gﬁbunds that they would lover standards. But,.we muét ask, whai .
aPE»these>"acceptabLe infernatihnalrstandérdé" 7Qu; Uhfversitiesu
are reﬁroducihg? They are adting(és Qre d+»£he cohduits through
which the }dédlogical*épparatus‘a+ international éabttaiism’ is

incorporated into: hationall’ideulngy{ They "help to weave the -

clnak of mystifying ideas which support the system.

Tt will be objected that manw of  the individual academicrs are

awére of this and teach ar carry aut research in'a critical way,>
Th&@; and thgy‘are'tn'bE‘ coﬁménﬁed tor it ‘But one “has Lo
recognise Lhe weight ’af institotions * in’ the repraductinn‘ﬁfb
capital.  Ary . discerning person carn Pecngniééf individuals at,
say, the wﬁnld ﬁank, ar - at Western UnivefgitiesJ"who are
seriously,contehned/wfthAending exploitations this does not make
thoée ingtitqiions any fess inVulved, in. the resproduction ot
cabitaljsm. Fu#therﬁoré, we hayé fol ga Ba;k tao the earlier:

debate on tﬁe leviel nt ideas.which constitute the "ruling ideas®.

~

How many of us wha havs attempted’ to-teach our students a

-



critical underétanding of ° the nature of capitapism " and
imperialism‘ can pnint -to a dozen ot our_studentslwhq, by. their
hractice, can be identified ‘as  seriously aﬁti—capitalist five
vears after gradgating? Do we feally 'teéch a-paradigmatit
anti-imperislism, or do we ﬁimpiy partjcipatg_ in phe critical

debate ‘which the bourgeois university allows?

The . appesal tgd interrabiaonal standards distorts our intellectual
life in many wavs. Thus it often determines both what we teach
and  what we reseirch aon. We have to make sure our students are
"conversant Qith the discourses of tLhe international community.
S HWe rely Dnlforeign books aad periodicals for teaching materials.
1+ we wish to. attend international conferences, if we " wish to
Vhage some standing amdngst ad?‘ internatigﬁél peéfs (which is
necessary it we'@ish to be;accepted onftﬁe local scenel), we have
"to work in thé currently +ashionable areas. Even if we adopt a
criticél‘gtante towardé those areas, the tefrain +or discour;e is

- mapped oul for us elsewhere.

-We also bring to our vieﬁ ot international standards the
prejudices of our former . colonial masteré: >Uxbridge‘and Ivy‘
League'Universities abe-at the apex b% ouLr pyramid:. nDn—EHgiish\
Epeaking‘ European anes are'slighﬁly odd énd.nut to be préfefned
:(although'at least fhe Scandénavian and Duttch ones can teach in
English, ‘which sets ;tHem above Frénch, - German, Greek;.)f
sbcialiét bloc uhiversities are extfémely' suspect - \they ﬁuét
hage ulterior mativeé. As far ather third world uhivehsifies -
well, it they are in Atrica, we knmﬁ_smmething about them and hay
_+ind‘at<érpusﬁ them-a&céptablé; bitt elsewheﬁe,they'are extremely
dubious. This gmplicit hierarchy a++éc£shus %rmm,appdintments,
- praomotion and - staff - develop@ent throdéh tb choices f?b;

sabbatirals and invitees to conferences.

This daomination by Jiﬂterna@ioﬁal standards is of cours&.nof
restricted to University'éirtles. The same.’ attitudes pervade
néu;qlania} society. It is difficult Lo get ministers ar seniot
government officials to attend and participate in a - local
,cmﬂferenée} surch difficulti=ss seem ‘Lo .éisappear when the

invitation is to a conterence sbroad or is attended by well known.



delegates from ébrqad.- The Publlc Service Comm1551on finds it
mDPE'di++iéult to release tLlet alune suppor t? c1v11 servants +Dr
locél lpost—gréduate - courses than for foreign ones, The ciwvil
5erv§pts arehthehselves less williﬁg to be released. And clesarly
" this is right, because the‘¥creign uriversities and eéxperts must -
be better - even in their understand ing ptf Zimbabwe. Similar
attitvdes é"st in the private sector: witness the difference in
costs for agtending manaéemeht courses addresseddbj foreign as

opposed” to loacal, experts.

The University is also  incorpokated into the international
ihtellectual system is through direct assistance. Because we
recognise our lack aof re%ourcés"and_ our own ,intellectuél
undehdeyelupment,‘fwe use exﬁerﬁél reéoyrces’to hélp us. We have
staff develupmenf prugﬁammes and aother ¥Drms 6+ trqihing abroad

where thé international- iﬁcurp@ratiun iz fairly overt. But is it>

not the’ .casg  that -such  staff dévelopmenﬁ programmes are
influenced by Dur‘~-percep£iun _Df . what< oupr ‘intéltectual
"uﬁdehdeyelopmant consists Dfi - we are'iunderdéveluped_in the
skills réquihéd ‘of a lﬁypjcal 7pourgeu}s western: (British)
univeréity; I+ we did " not aﬁpeal'tn these'standards,we‘wdu{d-
perhapé go ‘di+ferently _about. the - taslk of bufldiﬁg our

intellectusl capacities.

Media and Communicatibns\

I  have triad tu‘.avuid‘lsuggegting' ;hat‘ Dﬁ;y””aﬁademics are
intellectuals, élthuuéh' +his may have_.beén obscursd 'by~_my
preoccypation T with © my 1mmed1ate 4suéia1 ”;eafity.' But for
intellectusls to fulfil the1r mwstxflcatury role theif—ideésihave
to permeate society, to bncnmn the commnnsensn ot the age. 'Hefe
the ‘media.énd gdmmunicatiqns\jndustry is crucial. It -is obvious
‘that their +ﬁnttipn' ish-more ;brnadly' concerned with cultoral
penetﬁatioﬁ; and to that ekﬁenﬁv&ies outside -the sduﬁe of this’
paper-. But,ﬁonsidér _brief]y"the extentf.to which our medié’
-Fepnrduﬁe' fareign -.agency reburts, genefall& without'comment or
cﬁiticiéﬁ, then'withnut Eea1 _5tthibution. " Sometimes ~ thiis is
direftly 1deulug1ca1 in intent: +6P evamplé; the pehchant'that

‘the ananc:al7€azette haq +mr repruduczng articles Dut of -Finance.



and ADEVP[OP?Qﬂ& pubhlished by the Worid Barnk and thé ;MF. Mare
4¢+ten the iaeulmgic#llcmhtent is less pvert! the reporté put Dut.
by Gemirni, which.appéar frequently in the ThiPd.UDFId press. But
S we should. nevertheiess\ ésk-”whaﬁ the ideningicél rble~a+ and
impa;t of such articiég is. . . '

Interﬁatiqnal Agehcies and Foreign Experts

Intérhatinhal_agencies such as the World Bank, the fMF,_fUNIDU,

UNDF etc. obyingsly have an important role to play ih peragatingA
the ideas o+;ihternatinnaluc;pitél, as do NGOs and other +0r919n‘
assisfancé Endies _: Fnr‘ same..thé role is +airly _clear and

expliciti one thlnks partlcularly ot national based aqenc1es such

.aé"USAID, or chr1st1an urganlsatlnns such- as WDP]d Vision. For
«.the'mmre technlcaliarlented Drgan15at1uns hnwever, it mayAnatf be

qulte s0 obvious. . A ‘bdd& ‘Which_ pﬁavidés Vstraight%nrwérd

technlcal 55515tance in schdol Egilding or well>building {5‘ not

_perfarm1ng an obylou51 idén1u9i¢aJ role. = But éssentféITy the

hneutral" foreign teEhnical'expertlis premised upon tHé ide; that

the pu‘itfcal éﬁd sociél"aepecté ot .problems raﬁ.be divortéd'{hom-
their nechn1ca1 aspect. There EYIStS 'a’ technical sulut1nn “which
'\céﬁﬂ be '1nserted into any 5Dc1a1 - context. ‘Th}s separat1on
‘Peflects'a philqsnphy which views theﬂ wérfd as‘~composed . of
separate entities rather than as a whole, I wnuld argue that its
" perpetuation t is imhdrtant for‘a-continued‘mystificatinn of thé‘
maasesf developing an awareness of the unlty .0+ their experlenceu
is’ a crucial-téfep. in the develupment of  a 591+ consciaus
éxpl@itédJclassf Péasants must not be encnuraged to see ‘that the
prqblem:6+ a braoken water. pump is a class issue, - not simply én
engfneeripg problemn. — o o . __— ' -

.‘ 7. .

Some external agencies are now-learﬁfng that technical guestions
have ﬁo:beilacated’jn-their social and political "environment.
But even these seem to Enhfinus to belisve that their toreign
expert is better equ1pped to understand even tﬁeée- issuas than
" local peaple. . a o

N - . . )

In more direct. ways these external ‘agencies impoverish our

‘national intellectual development, aven when well intentioned.



To meet the :harge of notzrelating to iacal tonditions, there is
a gr~owing fehdenrv to employ loealjekperts or to incorporate them‘
in consulting teams;~ Bu L, eyeh this carriee~with it the- danger
that,. - because . 0f the ettrective conditione aof work (and the
'status-cenferred 6n‘5uch>jubs by Dur-exteEnalised standards) ﬁhét
mhpower is dﬁawﬁ away +fpm national intefleetual development.
These'_egehciee'cume wifh'their owh"pregramWES,.views,,priqritiee
and heme—gountry'ﬁeliﬁicel cbnceﬁns. They may stréhgtﬁen £hd§e
national fehdencies,with which-they concur, buf\they neaken thaose
with which they disagree. They heayily influence'the allocation
of jﬁielge;tual eresources, with -international fashions
determiﬁiﬁg‘-fhe_ +Dcue ‘ot ailmnal ‘ihtei}ectuéle{ rather than

1ndlgenou=1y generated conce»ns..

- - N

Finally, when speaqug» ot intcﬁnatiahal egencies,,iehe ehould_
mention the +ree floatlng 1nte11ec{ual _who adqbﬁs:the neocolony
as .a research ‘area: the PhD student mlnlng the  third Aworldfifbr
data, ‘the academlf‘ un 5a+ar1 fuh his next article: 1t may be
unfair’ tn car:cature the=e people in this ‘way, - because o+ten they
:are earnestlv =1ncere ebout cmntrlbutlng to the solutlon a+ our-
problems. But we. should be maore concerned abuut thelr practlce,
fhan'iheip intentions. * The. data m1ned generally'ls e;xq:u:)rv_ted‘,I and:'
doeeh’tjﬁetp buitq'a&r research +oundat1ons.‘ The tropﬁies - from
tﬁe' safari . hehg"dﬁ the - walls u+ Journals Nhlch we never see or

'gee- late, and Aceﬁtr1butef ta debates »1n wh;ch ‘we do | not

-

part1:1pa~_, or participate 1ate. - b

A N L - to . - ° ~
4. CONCLUSIONS

P

The*discﬂseiqnﬁbf the previaus sectjan'mhght seem_to euggeEtvthét
the'l penetration of .the  ideas. of intérnatinni;. capital  is
perﬁitted betause'o+'thevaction or inectien'“bfvia misguided or
wilful group 6+ peeple.‘~fhxs/wonld bn hlghly mlsleadxng. -These
1wetances are but examples ofF 8. more ohJectlJe process related ta
the claee;development of the neOCJIQny. ]hle‘penetratan is part
of that proeesé, and éﬁ‘euch appears to bs e;ﬁatural _phenemenon,
"Mot  only “is the emerg}ng Pulfﬁ?thSSS served 5& the pertoletiuﬁ
‘of these idess intd.the eumMGe sense o+’the 'neocolbhﬁ,“'bUt oL

hon-hévolutionary‘ snreliurtnals ‘agn sarvad “personaily by



,;barticipting'in thiz pracsss. "The fault lies, dear ‘Brutus,'.not
in  our stars;, buvt in ourselves, that we are underliings.® e
should mnot expe;tn E3Y internal struggle, against inteliectusal
impewial}sm; bécauée it is not in the_sel{ interests ot those
ﬂhose respnﬁsibilit§ it is tD'lead‘ﬁhe struggle. '

lf may sesm  that this argument is a call +or an extreme
ihtellé&tual Pol Potismf auvtarchy coupléd hfﬁhllidquidatéan of
the intellectuals. 1 think that i£ does implylSQme }ntelle:tual
delinking. But in My presentétion cf the argument I tave tended
to be ndn—dialectical._ Orice we adopt a dialectical vi=w, we Ean
see all of tte izsues . raised in, Section 3 are parts of more
contradictory prDcessus1. THeSE\cpntradictions‘dberate at several
fevels.x o — 4 ' ‘ o
Tﬁé.queétidn'n+ international standards _highlights one ‘of the
>-m5in . contradicfions' of the éthuggie: for intellectual
deéolqnisation. lan‘nn Dneidah deny that there aoes. exist an
intefhatﬁohal “coammunity Qf»intéllectuals to which we belan3.  ff
Qé completely reject those lihkaﬂ'we cﬁt.uufselvéﬁ-o++ from the
history- of ‘homo sabiené.‘ Even Marx did rot adopt an auvtarchic
appfuach td\ideas;_he_entered intu’criticai discourse éven with
bpurgemiﬁ and, vulgar political’ égondmists: The cahtradjciipn
exists: our ‘links with ‘the internationsl’ intellectuals both
develop and unde#ﬂe#eloﬁ nS. It is not cleab'cqi;',

; : S N

The éame contradictinné can be .tound in the'othér illustrations I
-have used. This is pe#héps as we shéula expect, for ws know that
the déve)cpﬁent ot capifalism.itsej+ is a cdntradictdry.pnacéss; 
Just és:the spread of mission education in caloﬁiall.Zimbabwe: at
one _and fﬁg same_timE»incpfpmrated the masses into the colonial
ecoﬁnMy and prmﬁided them with the tools eVentualfy Lo overthrow
it; S0 wWe qu)d 'expéd{'inﬁéfnatinnal int=llectual penetrat&dn'
both tp:ihéarporate ué inga th&‘wcrlﬁ capitafzst::system and_ to
pfbvidé tke - tocls for itS"eQen{ual myerthrow..‘ But this
contradiction is not resblyed-simply at the level of ideas. - The
tbo[s_ providsd only béfﬁme revolutionary “when - tﬂé matérial
cdnditipns Fnr”ﬁevnluEiOn have developedj énd fur'théf'we have to

look to classews other than our imtsllsctuals,



h)
i

NOTES
1. It should be " noted that "social group”® in this context is
Gramsci’s -prison term foar class. | -

2. 1f course, this is not an exclﬁsively Marxist construction -
witness, say, Kuhn and other philosophers of science.

3. For an interesting account of how this operated in colonial
Africa, see Ngugi wa Thicng’o {Mgugi wa Thiong’o, 1¥81L)

4. Certainly there have been atiempts ta set up interdisciplinary
approaches, but apart from the .fact that even this concept
derives from existing disciplinary approaches, such attempts are
usually marginal and marginalised. '

5. The irony is that, mainly becauvse of increasingly restricted
access - to Fesources, even thase standards are not- being
maintained; in view of my argunent this might be regarded as a
good thing, - but it would seem to me that the trend is to
reproduce thoss standards badly, rather “~than to qguestion the
standards themselves. '
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