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What evidence is available about China’s humanitarian assistance activities in Africa?
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1. Summary
Chinese humanitarian aid in Africa in 2020 and 2021 was overwhelmingly dominated by the
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, which included providing medical supplies and medical
teams in 2020, and consisted almost entirely of providing vaccines in 2021. Chinese aid related
to COVID-19 has reached nearly every country in Africa.
Prior to 2020, the majority of Chinese humanitarian aid activities in Africa were health-related
(making up 74% of activities and 76% of funding), and included deploying medical personnel,
constructing infrastructure such as hospitals, and contributing medical supplies, equipment, and
drugs. The remaining spending was approximately evenly split between emergency food aid,
long-term developmental food aid and food security, and other forms of disaster relief.
Geographically, China’s humanitarian spending in Africa has been concentrated in Angola,
Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Uganda, which together
accounted for 51% of humanitarian spending from 2000-2017. Most of Chinese humanitarian aid
is bilateral (89%), although China has been increasingly contributing to multilateral organisations
in recent years.
There is a lack of complete, consistent, and detailed information about Chinese humanitarian
assistance (and Chinese development assistance more generally), as China does not participate
in centralised global reporting systems to the same extent as many other donor countries. The
most comprehensive and detailed source of data available is the AidData Global Chinese
Development Finance Dataset, which currently covers the period from 2000-2017 and brings
together data from a variety of official and unofficial sources.

2. Data availability
There is a lack of complete, consistent, and detailed information about Chinese humanitarian
assistance (and Chinese development assistance more generally), as China does not participate
in centralised global reporting systems to the same extent as many other donor countries (Custer
et al., 2021, p. 5; Hirono, 2018, p. 15; Kurtzer & Gonzales, 2020; Lin et al., 2016, p. 2) and does
not publish complete reports on its activities comparable with the sorts of annual reports
published by most other donor countries and agencies. Information about China’s humanitarian
aid is often unavailable even to some Chinese Government officials (Humanitarian Advisory
Group et al., 2019, p. 6) and some information is only available in Chinese.
Many analyses of humanitarian aid rely on data from the Financial Tracking Service (FTS)
operated by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The
FTS includes good data on multilateral flows, but much of China’s bilateral aid, which makes up a
large proportion of China’s humanitarian assistance, is not reported (Kurtzer & Gonzales, 2020),
so analyses based solely on FTS data are likely to underestimate China’s humanitarian
assistance. Estimates of spending on aid are also affected by inconsistent definitions: for
example, one analysis of spending in 2010-2012 identified USD 56.7 million in humanitarian aid
following one definition used by China that included only cash assistance and the dispatch of
medical and rescue teams, but USD 241 million in humanitarian aid following a broader definition
that included 'goods and materials’ (Hirono, 2018, p. 17).
Three major projects, besides the FTS, attempt to fill this information gap and produce regularlyupdated estimates of Chinese development assistance (Johnson, 2021; Johnson & Zühr, 2021),
but only one (AidData) publishes data disaggregated to a sufficient level of detail to make it
possible to identify humanitarian flows and flows to particular regions or countries:
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•

AidData Global Chinese Development Finance Dataset reports highly detailed
information about Chinese development and humanitarian assistance from 2000-2017,
which is discussed further in section 4 of this report (AidData, 2021; Johnson, 2021;
Johnson & Zühr, 2021).

•

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Ogata Sadako Research Institute
produces annual estimates of total development aid flows, but does not disaggregate
data (Johnson, 2021; Johnson & Zühr, 2021; Kitano & Miyabayashi, 2020).

•

China Africa Research Initiative, School of Advanced International Studies, Johns
Hopkins University (SAIS-CARI) produces annual estimates of China’s foreign aid
expenditure, but does not disaggregate data (Johnson, 2021; Johnson & Zühr, 2021;
SAIS-CARI, 2022).

3. China’s humanitarian aid policy
China defines humanitarian aid as including the short-term provision of food, goods, materials
and personnel in times of emergency such as following natural disasters (Hirono, 2018, p. 3). It is
a subset of broader development assistance, and is small in comparison, making up only about
1.7% of its overall foreign aid budget during the period 2010-2012 (Hirono, 2018, p. 17; State
Council Information Office, 2014; UNDP, 2016, p. 1).
The majority of China’s humanitarian aid is provided bilaterally, although the exact proportion is
unclear because China’s bilateral aid is under-reported in global reporting systems: estimates
range from ‘over half’ (Humanitarian Advisory Group et al., 2019, p. 11), to 85% (Hirono, 2018, p.
19), to as much as 89% (see section 4 of this report). Some of China’s aid to Africa is ‘channelled
bilaterally but framed multilaterally’, through structures like the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation, the Belt and Road Initiative, the African Union, and multilateral development banks
(Renwick, 2020, p. 3). China’s emphasis on bilateral aid may be helpful in furthering economic
ties and foreign policy interests, including promoting itself as a ‘responsible power’ (Hirono, 2018,
pp. 7, 19–21; Renwick, 2020, p. 1), but does not appear to be directed disproportionately to
resource-rich countries (Hirono, 2018, p. 20).
China’s humanitarian aid focuses on disaster response rather than complex emergencies1, and
tends to be ad hoc rather than being governed by an overall strategy directing where, when, and
how the country should provide assistance (Gong, 2021, p. 6; Hirono, 2018, p. 20; Humanitarian
Advisory Group et al., 2019, p. 7). It is influenced by the will and interests of top leaders and a
desire for quick impacts and favourable publicity (Gong, 2021, p. 6). China has historically
engaged only to a limited extent with global humanitarian policy discussions (Gong, 2021, p. 6)
although it has engaged with and contributed to multilateral organisations to an increasing extent
in recent years.
China is an emerging donor, and there is a consensus in the literature that China’s humanitarian
aid, both globally and to Africa in particular, is still relatively small in scale compared with other
donor countries (Gong, 2021, p. 6; Humanitarian Advisory Group et al., 2019, p. 7; Kurtzer &
Gonzales, 2020; Renwick, 2020, p. 3). China is a significant humanitarian donor compared to

A complex emergency is ‘a humanitarian crisis in a country, region or society where there is a total or
considerable breakdown of authority resulting from internal or external conflict, and which requires an
international response that goes beyond the mandate or capacity of any single agency and/or the ongoing UN
country programme’ (UNHCR, 2001).
1
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non-DAC countries, but not compared to traditional Western donors or the wealthier Middle
Eastern countries (Hirono, 2018, p. 17; Humanitarian Advisory Group et al., 2019, p. 7). One
estimate placed Chinese aid at about 0.2% of total global humanitarian funding in 2014 and 2015
(Hirono, 2018, p. 17), and other estimates suggested that in 2017 (when Chinese humanitarian
aid reported to international tracking systems reached a peak), Chinese humanitarian aid was
less than 1% of total worldwide humanitarian spending that year (Gong, 2021, p. 6; Kurtzer &
Gonzales, 2020), although these analyses likely underestimate bilateral flows. Spending on
humanitarian assistance has been growing significantly, though not as quickly as GDP or overall
development assistance; for example, the amount reported to international mechanisms, which is
only a portion of total aid flows, grew from an average of USD 5.9 million per year in 2004-2009
to USD 48 million per year in 2010-2015 (Hirono, 2018, p. 15).
Chinese organisations other than the government have played increasing roles in humanitarian
aid to Africa in recent years, and particularly since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic;
these include civil society organisations, charities, the Chinese diaspora, community networks,
and philanthropic foundations (Renwick, 2020, p. 3).

4. AidData Global Chinese Development Finance Dataset,
2000-2017
The most comprehensive dataset available on Chinese development assistance is the AidData
Global Chinese Development Finance Dataset, a highly detailed dataset covering 13,427
development projects financed by Chinese government institutions and state-owned entities from
2000-2017 (AidData, 2021). AidData collects information about development assistance flows
corresponding to the OECD definition of Official Development Assistance (ODA) and Other
Official Flows (OOF) from many sources, including grant and loan agreements, reports published
by Chinese government agencies and state-owned banks, Chinese Embassy and Ministry of
Commerce websites, news media sources, and data collected from host countries, all of which
are cross-checked against each other to identify and describe activities (Custer et al., 2021, pp.
5–6). AidData is an academic research project that has been operating since 2004, led by
William & Mary 2 with funding from USAID and several philanthropic foundations.
AidData uses OECD DAC Creditor Reporting System purpose codes 3 to classify aid
commitments. For the purposes of this report, activities were considered to be humanitarian if
they were categorised in the dataset as: emergency response; health; developmental food aid or
food security assistance; disaster prevention and preparedness; or reconstruction, relief, and
rehabilitation. Spending in these categories makes up 1.6% of the total development assistance
in the dataset, which is consistent with other estimates of Chinese humanitarian spending; for
example, in the period 2010-2012, Chinese humanitarian aid accounted for 1.7% of total aid
(Hirono, 2018, p. 17; State Council Information Office, 2014; UNDP, 2016, p. 1).
The vast majority of China’s humanitarian projects from 2000-2017, both by number of projects
(74%) and by total spending (76%), were health-related (AidData, 2021). These projects include
providing medical personnel, constructing infrastructure such as hospitals, and contributions of

2

3

https://www.wm.edu

See https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-development/development-financestandards/dacandcrscodelists.htm for further details.
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medical supplies, equipment, and drugs. Within the projects identified as other forms of
‘emergency response’ (making up 17% of total spending), nearly half (48%) consist of
emergency food aid; the other half cover a range of other disaster relief activities including
financial contributions for unspecified purposes. Long-term developmental food aid and food
security are classified separately (8% of spending), and only five projects over the 18 years were
classified as disaster prevention and preparedness or as reconstruction, relief and rehabilitation.
Figure 1: Number of humanitarian aid projects
funded by China in Africa, 2000-2017

Figure 2: Humanitarian spending commitments by
China in Africa, US dollars, 2000-2017

Source: Author’s Own Created using data from
AidData, 2021

Source: Author’s Own Created using data from AidData,
2021

Figure 3: Number of humanitarian projects
funded by China in Africa, 2000-2017

Figure 4: Humanitarian spending commitments by
China in Africa, US dollars, 2000-2017

Source: Author‘s Own Created using data from
AidData, 2021

Source: Author’s Own Created using data from AidData,
2021

Geographically, China’s humanitarian spending in Africa has been concentrated in Angola,
Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Uganda, which together
accounted for 51% of humanitarian spending from 2000-2017 (AidData, 2021). Angola and China
have close economic ties more generally: China is Angola’s main trading partner measured by
both imports and exports, and Angola has been China’s largest or second-largest source of oil
since 2006, at times providing as much as half of all of China’s oil imports (Jureńczyk, 2020, pp.
52–53).
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Table 1: Number of humanitarian projects
funded by China in Africa, 2000-2017, top ten
countries

Figure 5: Number of humanitarian projects funded
by China per country, 2000-2017

Number
of projects

Sierra Leone
Sudan
South Sudan
Tanzania
Angola
Niger
Uganda
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Madagascar
Liberia

62
55
50
46
43
43
43
42
42
40

Source: Author's Own Created using data from AidData, 2021

Source: Author's Own Created using data from AidData,
2021 Map plotted using Datawrapper.de.

Table 2: Humanitarian spending commitments
by China in Africa, 2000-2017, top ten countries

Figure 6: Humanitarian spending commitments by
China in Africa, US dollars, 2000-2017

Million
US dollars

Angola
Kenya
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Uganda
Mauritania
South Sudan
Congo
Ethiopia

425
304
268
170
147
125
114
83
82
80

Source: Author's Own Created using data from AidData, 2021

Source: Author's Own Created using data from AidData,
2021. Map plotted using Datawrapper.de.

The majority (89%) of China’s humanitarian funding appears in the dataset as being directed
bilaterally to government agencies, with only 3% being directed through multilateral organisations
(AidData, 2021). This is consistent with other estimates: for example, an ODI report estimated

6

that in 2015, 85% of all of China’s humanitarian funds were provided bilaterally (Hirono, 2018, p.
19).
Figure 7: China’s humanitarian aid spending by recipient type, 2000-2017

Source: Author's Own Created using data from AidData, 2021

5. China International Development Cooperation Agency
(CIDCA) announcements, 2018-2021
The Chinese International Development Cooperation Agency (CIDCA) was created in 2018 to
improve the strategic planning, coordination, and management of China’s foreign aid, and to
distinguish more clearly between foreign aid and more commercially oriented financial flows
(Cheng, 2019). CIDCA does not publish annual reports or similar documents that summarise
China’s international assistance efforts, but it does publish announcements in the style of press
releases on its website describing its activities. These announcements generally describe
activities without stating spending commitments, they have some overlaps, duplications, and
repetitions (initiatives are often mentioned in more than one announcement), and they may not
form a complete and comprehensive list of all of China’s humanitarian work. For the purposes of
this report, a rapid review was undertaken of all announcements published between the
beginning of 2018 and the end of February 2022 in three collections on the CIDCA website
(under the headings ‘our work’, ‘cooperation’, and ‘emergency humanitarian assistance’). This
constitutes a total of 378 announcements after removing obvious duplicates, of which 118
described humanitarian work taking place in Africa. A complete list of these announcements is
provided in the Appendix to this report.
CIDCA’s announcements indicate that Chinese humanitarian aid in Africa in 2020 and 2021 was
dominated by the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-related aid made up 92% of
Chinese humanitarian aid interventions in Africa in 2020 and 2021; this consisted of providing
medical supplies and medical teams to African countries in 2020 and almost entirely of providing
vaccines in 2021. Other humanitarian aid from 2018 to 2021 included other health-related
interventions (including responses to Ebola outbreaks as well as providing other health
infrastructure, supplies, and personnel); food aid (including drought relief as well as COVIDrelated and Ebola-related food aid), and other disaster relief work responding to Cyclone Idai in
2019 (CIDCA, 2022).
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Figure 8: Number of Chinese humanitarian interventions in Africa, 2018-2021,
according to CIDCA announcements

Source: Author's Own Created using data from CIDCA, 2022

The majority of the interventions described in these announcements are described in bilateral
terms; only ten interventions (8% of the total) mentioned a multilateral organisation in their titles
(WFP, UNFPA, UNICEF, UNDP, WHO, and UN peacekeeping operations) (CIDCA, 2022).
Geographically, China’s reach in 2018-2021 was very broad due to deliberate efforts to provide
COVID-19 relief in as many countries as possible. Forty-nine countries in Africa were mentioned
in CIDCA announcements in 2018-2021 as receiving humanitarian assistance in this period
(CIDCA, 2022).
Table 3: Number of humanitarian projects
per country, 2018-2021, according to CIDCA
announcements, top ten countries

Figure 9: Number of humanitarian projects
per country, 2018-2021, according to CIDCA
announcements

Number of
projects

Zimbabwe
Sierra Leone
Uganda
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
Mozambique
Namibia
Tanzania
Benin
Congo, Democratic Republic of

8
7
6
5
5
5
5
5
4
4

Source: Author's Own Created using data from CIDCA,
2022

Source: Author's Own Created using data from CIDCA, 2022.
Map plotted using Datawrapper.de.
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6. Financial Tracking Service (FTS), UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) manages the
Financial Tracking Service (FTS), a global voluntary reporting mechanism for humanitarian
activities (OCHA, n.d.). UN agencies, the European Union, and European Union member states
have ongoing mechanisms for reporting to FTS (OCHA, n.d.), but data for other countries and
organisations are incomplete. Much of China’s bilateral aid is not reported to the FTS (Kurtzer &
Gonzales, 2020); for example, the FTS shows no bilateral contributions from China since 2018,
although China has announced many bilateral humanitarian activities since then (see section 5 of
this report).
The FTS only reports financial flows, and contains minimal details about funded activities, so it is
not possible to disaggregate flows by the type of work being undertaken. The dataset identifies
recipient organisations, and for Chinese flows slightly less than half of the records in the dataset
include the name of the plan or appeal that the flow was part of, but in many cases flows to
multilateral organisations are shown only as general contributions to the organisation, so cannot
be associated with particular countries.
Table 4: Global humanitarian spending
by China reported to the FTS allocated to
countries, 2000-2021, top ten countries
worldwide
Recipient country

Ethiopia
Kenya
Pakistan
Zimbabwe
South Sudan
Haiti
Djibouti
Cambodia
Somalia
Nigeria

Million USD

53.6
41.9
23.2
14.5
14.5
11.5
9.3
7.9
7.5
7.3

Source: Author's own based on Financial Tracking Service
(FTS) 2021)

https://fts.unocha.org/donors/2976/summary/
2021
Data for 2021 are incomplete

Table 5: Global humanitarian spending by China
reported to the FTS allocated to multilateral
organisations, 2000-2021, top ten organisations
(includes all aid spending, not disaggregated by
recipient)
Recipient organisation

World Food Programme
World Health Organization
United Nations Children's Fund
Central Emergency Response Fund
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees
Ebola Response Multi-Partner Trust Fund
United Nations Development Programme
Food & Agriculture Organization
United Nations Population Fund
United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East

Million
USD

134.3
39.0
18.5
8.5
8.3
6.0
5.1
4.5
4.5
4.4

Source: Author's own based on Financial Tracking Service (FTS)
2021)

https://fts.unocha.org/donors/2976/summary/2021
Data for 2021 are incomplete

7. COVID-19 response, 2020-2021
China has been a significant contributor of medical supplies, equipment, personnel, financial
assistance, and knowledge to more than 150 countries and international organisations around
the world, including 53 countries in Africa as well as the African Union, as part of its response to
COVID-19 (Kurtzer & Gonzales, 2020; Renwick, 2020, p. 2; State Council Information Office,
2021b, p. 31). Since the beginning of 2021, China has also been a major donor of vaccines to
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countries around the world, including 50 countries 4 in Africa as well as the African Union (CIDCA,
2022; State Council Information Office, 2021b, p. 31). China has provided supplies including test
reagents, protective equipment, masks, eye protectors and ventilators to 53 African countries
and the African Union, and deployed medical teams to 17 African countries (State Council
Information Office, 2021b, p. 31). Other activities in China’s response to COVID-19 include:
•

China funded (USD 2 million) the construction of the headquarters of the Africa Centres
for Disease Control and Prevention, an African Union institution located in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia (Renwick, 2020, p. 2; State Council Information Office, 2021b, p. 31).

•

Chinese firms are engaging in joint vaccine production in Africa with local firms in Egypt,
Morocco, and Algeria (State Council Information Office, 2021b, p. 31).

•

In 2020, China donated or pledged USD 50 million to the WHO, USD 50 million to the UN
COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan (GHRP) (making it the 15th largest
government donor as of November 2021) and USD 10 million to the UN’s global COVID19 humanitarian response outside the GHRP (Morris et al., 2021, p. 55; State Council
Information Office, 2021a, p. 36).

•

In 2021, China pledged $100 million to the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment,
making it the 15th largest government contributor of financial resources (Morris et al.,
2021, p. 55).

Private sector philanthropy, a recent development in Chinese humanitarian aid, has also played
a role in the response to COVID-19. In 2020, the Jack Ma Foundation5 and the Alibaba
Foundation6 jointly donated ‘20,000 test kits, 100,000 masks and 1,000 medical use protective
suits and face shields’ to each of the 54 countries in Africa, as well as additional medical
equipment including 500 ventilators, protective equipment, and other supplies, all of which was
distributed in collaboration with the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa
CDC, 2020b, 2020a; Ma, 2020a, 2020b).
China’s COVID-19 aid has been consistent with its policy of providing humanitarian relief in
natural disasters, and while donations have in some cases been directed towards countries that
have signed Belt and Road Initiative economic partnership agreements or have otherwise
supported commercial and developmental investments and strengthened friendly ties (Kurtzer &
Gonzales, 2020), China’s COVID-19 response has deliberately sought to engage with nearly
every country in Africa, so in that sense has not shown preferential treatment.

8. Selected examples of humanitarian interventions
China undertakes a substantial number of humanitarian interventions in Africa: at least 118
interventions were identified in announcements from CIDCA between 2018 and early 2022, and
1,407 interventions were identified in the AidData dataset between 2000 and 2017. A small

The State Council Information Office’s white paper on China-Africa cooperation states that 50 countries have
received vaccines, while CIDCA announcements identify 47 countries.
4

5

https://www.jackmafoundation.org.cn/

6

https://www.alizila.com/category/philanthropy-and-entrepreneurship/
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selection of recent interventions is briefly presented below to illustrate some of the activities that
China is engaged in alongside its COVID-19 response described above.

11

•

Kenya food aid / drought relief, 2016-2022: Kenya has suffered from a long-running
drought beginning in 2014 leading to rising food insecurity from 2014-2016, a national
drought emergency in 2017, and ongoing food stress, crisis, or emergency conditions
persisting in various locations until the present day (Reliefweb, 2022). China has made
regular donations of rice to Kenya since 2016, including 21,366 tons of rice worth USD
22.5 million in 2017 (Morangi, 2019) and a series of eight consignments between 2018
and 2022 totalling 11,835 tonnes worth approximately USD 12 million, the last of which
was delivered on 14 February 2022 (Xinhua, 2022).

•

Sierra Leone food aid, 2021: In mid-2021, the World Food Programme was undertaking
food aid distribution in Sierra Leone to more than 100,000 people facing severe food
insecurity largely as a result of rising food prices due to the socioeconomic impacts of
COVID-19 (WFP, 2021). China donated an unspecified quantity of rice in August 2021
via its South-South Cooperation Assistance Fund for distribution through the WFP relief
efforts (CIDCA, 2021b). Agreements to provide similar food aid were also signed with
Guinea-Bissau, Cameroon, and Uganda (CIDCA, 2021a).

•

Lesotho food aid, 2020: At the end of 2020, all districts of Lesotho were in acute food
security crisis affecting 766,000 people due to persistent drought, widespread poverty,
and the impacts of COVID-19 (CIDCA, 2020d; WFP, 2020b, p. 1). China donated aid
through the World Food Programme targeted at maternal and child health and nutrition,
reaching 18,000 pregnant and breastfeeding women across four districts and 18,000
children across five districts, the latter amounting to 366 tonnes of food aid (CIDCA,
2020d; WFP, 2020a).

•

Tunisia hospital construction, 2020: China funded the construction of a 246-bed
hospital in Sfax province in Tunisia from 2016 to 2020; due to the ongoing pandemic
when construction was completed in December 2020, the hospital was designated as a
national centre for the care of COVID-19 patients (CIDCA, 2020c; Xinhua, 2020).

•

Cyclone Idai response, 2019: In response to Cyclone Idai, which affected Southeast
Africa in 2019, China provided humanitarian supplies to Zimbabwe, Mozambique and
Malawi, and deployed an international rescue team of 65 people to Mozambique (State
Council Information Office, 2021b, p. 33). Work undertaken, in collaboration with UNDP
and UNICEF, included repairing damage to housing, schools and clinics; reproductive
health care activities including training for local health workers; provision of clean drinking
water and emergency hygiene facilities; child protection activities; and strengthening
surveillance of post-disaster diseases in cyclone-affected areas (CIDCA, 2019b, 2019d,
2020a, 2020b).

•

Namibia food aid, 2019: At the end of 2019, Namibia was experiencing drought
conditions that led to 430,000 people facing severe food insecurity across large portions
of the country (IPC, 2020, p. 1). China donated an unspecified amount of food aid to
Namibia through the World Food Programme in December 2019; additional government
aid was channelled through the Red Cross Society of China, and Chinese residents in
Namibia also donated approximately USD 140,000 towards drought relief (CIDCA,
2019c).

•

Somalia food aid, 2019: Due to long-term drought alongside political and economic
instability, more than 2.2 million people were facing critical levels of hunger in 2019
(WFP, 2019, p. 1). China donated 6,500 tonnes of food aid to Somalia, including rice,

corn, beans, vegetable oil and other food items, beginning with 2,000 tonnes of rice
which arrived in June 2019, and provided funding to support the World Food Programme
in purchasing additional food items locally (CIDCA, 2019a).
•

Ebola response, 2014-2018: China provided emergency humanitarian aid worth USD
120 million7 to 13 African countries, including building laboratories and treatment centres,
dispatching nearly 1,200 medical workers and public health experts to affected countries,
and training approximately 13,000 local medical workers (Kurtzer & Gonzales, 2020;
State Council Information Office, 2021a, p. 35, 2021b, p. 32). In 2018, China provided
supplies, money, health experts, medicine and training to the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda, as well as the African Union (State Council
Information Office, 2021b, p. 32).
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Appendix: CIDCA announcements reviewed
The following are the dates and titles of CIDCA announcements related to humanitarian aid
activities in Africa from 2018 to 2022 that were reviewed for the purposes of this report. They
can be accessed on the CIDCA website at http://en.cidca.gov.cn/cooperation.html,
http://en.cidca.gov.cn/ourwork.html, and http://en.cidca.gov.cn/ehanews.html.
Date

Title of announcement

28/01/2022

Tanzania receives more donation of COVID-19 vaccines from China

26/01/2022
22/01/2022
15/01/2022
22/12/2021
03/12/2021
16/11/2021

Zambia receives 2nd batch of China-donated COVID-19 vaccines
Ethiopia receives additional 2.2 mln doses of Chinese-donated COVID-19 vaccines
Benin receives second batch of COVID-19 vaccines donated by China
Zimbabwe receives latest vaccine donation from China amid 4th wave of COVID-19 pandemic
Djibouti receives another shipment of COVID-19 vaccine donation from China
China donates COVID-19 vaccines to Burundi

12/11/2021
08/11/2021
03/11/2021
27/10/2021
25/10/2021
23/09/2021

2nd shipment of COVID-19 vaccine donated by China arrives in Guinea-Bissau
Rwanda receives 2nd batch of COVID-19 vaccine from China
Tanzania receives 500,000 Sinopharm vaccine doses from China
Chinese COVID-19 vaccines boost Ethiopia's inoculation drive
Uganda receives second batch of COVID-19 vaccines donated by China
China-donated COVID-19 vaccines land in Burkina Faso

06/09/2021
26/08/2021
25/08/2021
25/08/2021
24/08/2021

China-donated COVID-19 vaccines, detection reagents arrive in Sierra Leone
Ethiopia receives third shipment of China-donated COVID-19 vaccines
China-donated COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Lesotho
Togo receives 2nd shipment of COVID-19 vaccine donated by China
China-donated COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Rwanda

13/08/2021
10/08/2021
09/08/2021
06/08/2021
06/08/2021
05/07/2021

COVID-19 vaccine donated by China arrives in Zambia
China's 2nd COVID-19 vaccine donation arrives in Mozambique
China provides food aid to Sierra Leone via SSCAF
China-donated COVID-19 vaccine arrives in Uganda
China-donated COVID-19 vaccine arrives in Tanzania's Zanzibar
Another batch of China-donated COVID-19 vaccine arrives in Comoros

28/06/2021
04/06/2021
24/05/2021

COVID-19 vaccines donated by China to Cote d'Ivoire arrive in Abidjan
Chad receives donation of Chinese vaccines against COVID-19
Gabon receives second batch of Chinese COVID-19 vaccine aid

30/04/2021
28/04/2021
28/04/2021

Second shipment of China-donated COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Guinea
Togo receives China-donated Sinovac vaccines
Botswana receives China-donated Sinovac vaccines

16/04/2021
02/04/2021
26/03/2021
25/03/2021
22/03/2021
22/03/2021

Mauritius receives first batch of COVID-19 vaccines from China
China-donated Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Ethiopia
Angola receives COVID-19 vaccines donated by China
China-donated COVID-19 vaccine arrives in Benin
Comoros president welcomes medical experts and COVID-19 vaccine from China
Zimbabwe receives 2nd shipment of COVID-19 vaccine aid from China

22/03/2021
19/03/2021

China-donated COVID-19 vaccine reaches Djibouti
Chinese government will donate 300,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to UN peacekeepers
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18/03/2021
17/03/2021
15/03/2021

Namibia receives first batch of COVID-19 vaccines from China
China-donated COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Gabon
China-donated COVID-19 vaccine arrives in Republic of the Congo

15/03/2021
15/03/2021
11/03/2021
03/03/2021
03/03/2021

Sierra Leone receives China-donated COVID-19 vaccines
China-donated COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Guinea
China, World Food Program sign deals to provide food aid to 4 African countries
China-donated COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Mozambique
China-donated COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Algeria

01/03/2021
25/02/2021
18/02/2021
08/02/2021
18/01/2021

China-donated COVID-19 vaccine arrives in Egypt
China's first batch of vaccine aid for Africa arrives in Equatorial Guinea
Zimbabwe receives its first batch of COVID-19 vaccines from China
China, UNFPA sign agreement to provide healthcare assistance to Botswana, Lesotho
China, UNFPA sign agreement to provide healthcare assistance to Sao Tome and Principe,
Gambia
China provides food assistance to Lesotho

30/12/2020
17/12/2020
23/07/2020
17/07/2020
17/06/2020
16/06/2020

China, Tunisia sign hospital handover certificates
South-South Cooperation Assistance Fund launches Cyclone Idai restoration assistance in
Zimbabwe
China donates medical supplies to Madagascar
2nd shipment of China donated medical supplies arrives in Equatorial Guinea
Sao Tome and Principe thanks China for helping fight COVID-19

12/06/2020
11/06/2020
02/06/2020
01/06/2020
28/05/2020

China sends 2nd batch of medical supplies to Mozambique to help fight COVID-19
China donates more medical supplies to Botswana to help fight COVID-19
Chinese medical team arrives in Equatorial Guinea to help fight COVID-19
Chinese medical experts arrive in Republic of Congo to help fight COVID-19
China donates anti-pandemic supplies to Central African Republic to help fight COVID-19

12/05/2020
12/05/2020
11/05/2020
11/05/2020
03/05/2020
30/04/2020

Chinese medical team arrives in Zimbabwe to help fight COVID-19
China donates another batch of medical supplies to Djibouti to help fight COVID-19
2nd shipment of Chinese medical supplies arrives in Egypt to help fight COVID-19
China donates medical supplies to Zanzibar to help fight COVID-19
China sends first shipment of medical supplies to Madagascar to help fight COVID-19
Chinese medical experts arrive in Cote d'Ivoire to help fight COVID-19

28/04/2020
25/04/2020

China donates COVID-19 medical supplies to Uganda
Chinese medical supplies arrive in Angola to help fight COVID-19

25/04/2020
24/04/2020
24/04/2020

China hands over medical supplies to Gabon to help fight COVID-19
Zimbabwean president: China's support and assistance to Zimbabwe are tangible
China supports Nigeria’s anti-virus fight with medical supplies

24/04/2020

Chinese medical supplies to help fight COVID-19 in Namibia

24/04/2020
23/04/2020
23/04/2020
22/04/2020
22/04/2020

China donates medical supplies to help Africa fight virus
Chinese government donates anti-pandemic supplies to Liberia
Medical supplies from Chinese government and Chinese-funded enterprises arrive in Senegal to
help fight COVID-19
Chinese medical supplies arrive in Sierra Leone
Chinese medical supplies arrive in Togo to help fight COVID-19

21/04/2020
21/04/2020

China donates medical supplies to Gambia
Chinese medical supplies arrive in Cape Verde to help fight COVID-19
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19/04/2020
18/04/2020
18/04/2020

Chinese medical supplies arrive in Guinea to help fight COVID-19
Embassy in Mali hands over medical supplies to Mali government to help fight COVID-19
Chinese medical supplies arrive in Sao Tome and Principe to help fight COVID-19

18/04/2020
17/04/2020
17/04/2020
17/04/2020
17/04/2020

Cote d’Ivoire thanks China for lending a helping hand in fighting COVID-19
China hands over medical supplies to Tunisia
Chinese government donates medical supplies to Burkina Faso
China's first batch of medical supplies arrives in Cairo
China sends another shipment of medical supplies to Nigeria

17/04/2020
17/04/2020
16/04/2020
16/04/2020
16/04/2020
16/04/2020

Republic of Congo receives aid from China to fight COVID-19
Chinese medical team arrives in Ethiopia
Chinese medical supplies arrive in Equatorial Guinea to help fight COVID-19
Chinese medical supplies arrive in Sudan to help fight COVID-19
Chinese medical supplies arrive in Algeria to help fight COVID-19
Chinese government donates medical supplies to Benin

15/04/2020
06/04/2020
01/04/2020
17/03/2020
21/01/2020
26/12/2019

Second shipment of Chinese medical supplies arrives in South Africa
Chinese medical supplies for 18 African countries arrive in Ghana
Chinese embassy donates medical supplies to Malawi
Chinese doctors help Tunisia fight COVID-19
China to provide health assistance to Zimbabwe
China provides food assistance to Namibia

26/12/2019
25/10/2019
25/10/2019
23/09/2019
18/09/2019
18/09/2019

Launch ceremony held for China humanitarian assistance to Malawi
China signs cooperation agreement with UNICEF to provide humanitarian aid to Mozambique
China signs cooperation agreement with WHO to fight Ebola
China provides food aid to South Sudan
China, UNDP sign cooperation agreement under South-South Cooperation Assistance Fund
China signs an agreement with WPF to provide emergency food aid to Namibia

18/09/2019
04/09/2019
18/06/2019
15/04/2019
22/03/2019

China signs agreement with WPF to provide emergency food aid to Zimbabwe, Mozambique
China provides DR Congo with emergency supplies to fight Ebola
China hands over food aid to Somalia in Mogadishu
China provides emergency food aid to three African countries
Chinese Ambassador to South Sudan attends handover ceremony of anti-malaria drug

28/06/2018
15/06/2018
12/06/2018

[Chinese Medical Teams] China helps Sierra Leone build center for disease prevention, control
[Chinese Medical Teams] Chinese doctors help improve Uganda's healthcare status quo
[Chinese Medical Teams] China provides 6-mln-USD medical aid to Libya

04/06/2018
25/04/2018
18/04/2018

Humanitarian aid worth 1m dollars offered to Congo to fight Ebola
[Chinese Medical Teams] Chinese team hunts down malaria in Comoros
[Chinese Medical Teams] Chinese medical staff helps in Mauritania

19

