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This daily COVID-19 Health Evidence Summary is to signpost DFID and other UK government 
departments to the latest relevant evidence and discourse on COVID-19 to inform and support 
their response. It is a result of 3 hours of work and is not intended to be a comprehensive 
summary of evidence. 
 

COVID-19 Preparedness and Response 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary 

21.04.2020 Barriers and 

facilitators to 

healthcare 

workers’ 

adherence with 

infection 

prevention and 

control (IPC) 

guidelines for 

respiratory 

infectious 

diseases: a 

rapid qualitative 

evidence 

synthesis 

Cochrane | 

Rapid review 

 Several factors influence 
healthcare workers ability and 
willingness to follow IPC 
guidelines when managing 
respiratory infectious diseases 

 Factors include the guideline 
itself, how it is communicated, 
support from managers, 
workplace culture, training, 
physical space, access to and 
trust in PPE, and a desire to 
deliver good patient care 

 It is important to include all 
facility staff when implementing 
IPC guidelines 
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Non-COVID-19 Healthcare  

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary 

23.04.2020 The potential 

impact of health 

service 

disruptions on 

the burden of 

malaria: a 

modelling 

analysis for 

countries in sub-

Saharan Africa 

WHO | 

Modelling 

report 

 In the worst-case scenario 
(scenario 9) failures to 
maintain prevention and 
treatment of malaria in 
endemic countries during the 
COVID-19 response would 
result in a death toll in SSA in 
2020 exceeding the total 
number of malaria deaths 
reported globally in the year 
2000 

 To help countries maintain 
malaria prevention, diagnosis 
and treatment, WHO has 
developed recent guidance 

 Modelling scenarios do not 
account for possible 
disruptions to global 
commodity supply chains 

Guidelines & Statements 

Publication 

Date 

Title/URL Source 

20.04.2020 ITU-WHO Joint Statement: 

Unleashing information technology to 

defeat COVID-19 

WHO/International 

Telecommunication Union 

03.04.2020 Tailoring malaria interventions in the 

COVID-19 response 

WHO 

 Ongoing WHO Country & Technical Guidance  WHO 

 Ongoing Inter-Agency Standing Committee 

(IASC) 

 IASC 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331845/9789240004641-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331845/9789240004641-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331845/9789240004641-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331845/9789240004641-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331845/9789240004641-eng.pdf?ua=1
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https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331845/9789240004641-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331845/9789240004641-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331845/9789240004641-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-04-2020-itu-who-joint-statement-unleashing-information-technology-to-defeat-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-04-2020-itu-who-joint-statement-unleashing-information-technology-to-defeat-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-04-2020-itu-who-joint-statement-unleashing-information-technology-to-defeat-covid-19
https://www.who.int/malaria/publications/atoz/tailoring-malaria-interventions-covid-19.pdf
https://www.who.int/malaria/publications/atoz/tailoring-malaria-interventions-covid-19.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
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Comments, Editorials, Correspondence, Blogs, News 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal | Publication type 

22.04.2020 The key role of palliative 

care in response to the 

COVID-19 tsunami of 

suffering 

The Lancet | Comment 

22.04.2020 A call for action for COVID-

19 surveillance and 

research during pregnancy 

The Lancet Global Health | Comment 

22.04.2020 COVID-19: a need for real-

time monitoring of weekly 

excess deaths 

The Lancet | Correspondence 

22.04.2020 Screening and triage at 

health-care facilities in 

Timor-Leste during the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

The Lancet Respiratory Medicine | 

Correspondence 

21.04.2020 Ramping up diagnostics in 

resource-poor countries 

JAMA | News & Analysis 

21.04.2020 The Politics of responding to 

Covid 19 in developing 

countries: part one 

ESID | Blog 

23.04.2020 The Politics of responding to 

Covid 19 in developing 

countries: part two 

ESID | Blog 

21.04.2020 Covid-19 in Africa: 

Navigating short and long 

term strategies 

African Arguments | Blog 

22.04.2020 Hundreds of people 

volunteer to be infected with 

coronavirus 

Nature | News 

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30964-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30964-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30964-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30964-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30206-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30206-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30206-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30933-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30933-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30933-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2213-2600(20)30183-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2213-2600(20)30183-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2213-2600(20)30183-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2213-2600(20)30183-1
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2020.5113
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2020.5113
http://www.effective-states.org/the-politics-of-responding-to-covid-19-in-developing-countries/
http://www.effective-states.org/the-politics-of-responding-to-covid-19-in-developing-countries/
http://www.effective-states.org/the-politics-of-responding-to-covid-19-in-developing-countries/
http://www.effective-states.org/blog/
http://www.effective-states.org/blog/
http://www.effective-states.org/blog/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/22/covid-19-in-africa-navigating-short-and-long-term-strategies/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/22/covid-19-in-africa-navigating-short-and-long-term-strategies/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/22/covid-19-in-africa-navigating-short-and-long-term-strategies/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01179-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01179-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01179-x
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22.04.2020 Imperial to being trials of 

Oxford COVID-19 vaccine 

as London centre 

ICL | News 

18.04.2020 COVID-19: Data for a 

resilient Africa 

UNECA | News 

Tracking Dashboards 

Cases & 

deaths: Global 

Cases & 

deaths: 

Regional 

Cases & 

deaths: 

Country 

  Diagnostics   Treatments   Vaccines 

WHO sitreps 

WHO Africa Ghana   FIND SARS-

CoV-2 Test 

Tracker 

US NIH 

registered 

clinical trials 

  Vaccine 

Centre 

LSHTM 

WHO 

dashboard 

African 

Arguments 

Indonesia   Serology-

based tests for 

COVID-19 

  

Johns Hopkins 

University 

European 

CDC 

Sierra Leone    

WEF   Singapore    

Our World in 

Data 

  UK    

Global 5050   US    

Humanitarian 

Data Exchange 

       

Information is 

Beautiful 

       

The Commons 

Project 

       

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/197023/imperial-begin-trials-oxford-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/197023/imperial-begin-trials-oxford-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/197023/imperial-begin-trials-oxford-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.uneca.org/stories/covid-19-data-resilient-africa
https://www.uneca.org/stories/covid-19-data-resilient-africa
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.afro.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus-covid-19
https://statsghana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/a22ebfb6d9cb47ff9ce87619d53f68e5
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/test-tracker/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/test-tracker/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/test-tracker/
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_tracker/
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_tracker/
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_tracker/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/14/coronavirus-in-africa-tracker-how-many-cases-and-where-latest/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/14/coronavirus-in-africa-tracker-how-many-cases-and-where-latest/
https://data.kemkes.go.id/covid19/index.html
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/COVID-19.html
https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/COVID-19.html
https://salone-covid19.website/
https://wef-prod.earthtime.org/m/stories/2019_nCOV_infection
https://co.vid19.sg/singapore/
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/f94c3c90da5b4e9f9a0b19484dd4bb14
http://globalhealth5050.org/covid19
https://covidtracking.com/data
https://data.humdata.org/event/covid-19
https://data.humdata.org/event/covid-19
https://informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/covid-19-coronavirus-infographic-datapack/
https://informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/covid-19-coronavirus-infographic-datapack/
https://www.thecommonsproject.org/covid-data-map
https://www.thecommonsproject.org/covid-data-map
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Resource Hubs 

Global  Regional 

& Country 

Academic 

journals & 

Publishers 

Global Health 

Institutes 

Health 

Topics 

  Social 

Sciences 

WHO COVID-19 

pandemic  
Africa 

CDC 

The Lancet LSTM Stop TB 

Partnership 

  SSHAP 

WHO risk 

communication 

African 

Union 

NEJM LSHTM 

 

  IDA 

WHO Q&A Nigeria 

CDC 

Elsevier ICL MRC 

Centre for 

Global 

Infectious 

Disease 

Analysis 

Global 

Menstrual 

Collective  

  Disability and 

inclusion 

WHO Global 

research 

GeoPoll: 

SSA 

BMJ ODI 

 

  Coregroup 

IDDC 

COVID-19 

Solidarity 

Response Fund 

 

Cell Press Johns Hopkins 

University 

 

  Rings HSG 

Resyst Reach 

Wellcome 

UN  Cochrane 

reviews 

Center for 

Global 

Development 

   Social 

Development 

Direct C19 

blog series 

UN Women  PLoS Norwegian 

Institute of 

Public Health 

  

UNOCHA  Wiley 

Health 

Economics 

   

UNHCR      

UNICEF      

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://africacdc.org/covid-19
https://africacdc.org/covid-19
https://www.thelancet.com/coronavirus
https://www.lstmed.ac.uk/covid-19
http://www.stoptb.org/covid19.asp
http://www.stoptb.org/covid19.asp
https://www.socialscienceinaction.org/update-novel-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://au.int/en/covid19
https://au.int/en/covid19
https://www.nejm.org/coronavirus
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/research/research-action/covid-19
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/covid-19-and-disability-movement
https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-coronaviruses
https://covid19.ncdc.gov.ng/
https://covid19.ncdc.gov.ng/
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/coronavirus-information-center
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPQspbiWSWsfIITQ2j-2PvlbQuGTPLAkslhRDYsCLRs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPQspbiWSWsfIITQ2j-2PvlbQuGTPLAkslhRDYsCLRs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPQspbiWSWsfIITQ2j-2PvlbQuGTPLAkslhRDYsCLRs/edit
https://asksource.info/covid-resources/search
https://asksource.info/covid-resources/search
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.geopoll.com/blog/coronavirus-africa/
https://www.geopoll.com/blog/coronavirus-africa/
https://www.bmj.com/coronavirus
https://www.odi.org/our-work/coronavirus
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IVP1u6yHfLuN9qNyLEct5-vtC0aqLKtKr-o-faAjves/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IVP1u6yHfLuN9qNyLEct5-vtC0aqLKtKr-o-faAjves/edit
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate
https://www.cell.com/2019-nCOV
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://ethicsresource.ringsgenderresearch.org/covid-19-resources/
https://ethicsresource.ringsgenderresearch.org/covid-19-resources/
https://ethicsresource.ringsgenderresearch.org/covid-19-resources/
https://www.un.org/coronavirus
https://www.cochrane.org/coronavirus-covid-19-cochrane-resources-and-news
https://www.cochrane.org/coronavirus-covid-19-cochrane-resources-and-news
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/coronavirus
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/coronavirus
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/coronavirus
http://www.sddirect.org.uk/our-work/covid-19-blog-series/
http://www.sddirect.org.uk/our-work/covid-19-blog-series/
http://www.sddirect.org.uk/our-work/covid-19-blog-series/
http://www.sddirect.org.uk/our-work/covid-19-blog-series/
https://data.unwomen.org/resources/covid-19-emerging-gender-data-and-why-it-matters
https://plos.org/covid-19/
https://www.fhi.no/en/qk/systematic-reviews-hta/map/
https://www.fhi.no/en/qk/systematic-reviews-hta/map/
https://www.fhi.no/en/qk/systematic-reviews-hta/map/
https://data.humdata.org/event/covid-19
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1099-1050.economics-of-pandemics?HootPostID=6732ddda-574a-4aa1-b788-8c45cd80388d&Socialprofile=wileyeconomics&Socialnetwork=twitter
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1099-1050.economics-of-pandemics?HootPostID=6732ddda-574a-4aa1-b788-8c45cd80388d&Socialprofile=wileyeconomics&Socialnetwork=twitter
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1099-1050.economics-of-pandemics?HootPostID=6732ddda-574a-4aa1-b788-8c45cd80388d&Socialprofile=wileyeconomics&Socialnetwork=twitter
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/coronavirus-covid-19.html
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19
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UNESCO      

UN WFP      

GOARN      

World Bank      

COVID-19 

Narratives by 

David Nabarro 

     

Reliefweb      

Humanitarian 

OpenStreetMap 

Team 

     

Global 

Partnership for 

Sustainable 

Development 

Data 

     

WorldPop      

Flowminder      

Premise COVID-

19 Global Impact 

Study 

    

 

 

  

https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://unwfp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/db5b5df309ac4f10bfd36145a6f8880e
https://extranet.who.int/goarn/COVID19Hub
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/search?sort_by=field_wbddh_modified_date&sort_order=DESC&f%5B0%5D=field_collection_field%3A2026
https://www.4sd.info/covid-19-narratives/
https://www.4sd.info/covid-19-narratives/
https://www.4sd.info/covid-19-narratives/
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://www.hotosm.org/projects/hot-covid-19-response/?mc_cid=543bf58beb&mc_eid=19980ee9fa
https://www.hotosm.org/projects/hot-covid-19-response/?mc_cid=543bf58beb&mc_eid=19980ee9fa
https://www.hotosm.org/projects/hot-covid-19-response/?mc_cid=543bf58beb&mc_eid=19980ee9fa
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
https://www.portal.worldpop.org/demographics/
https://covid19.flowminder.org/
https://www.premise.com/covid-19/
https://www.premise.com/covid-19/
https://www.premise.com/covid-19/
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Online learning 

Date Title/URL Online 

learning/event 

Duration Lead 

Available 

now 

Emerging respiratory 

viruses, including 

COVID-19: methods for 

detection, prevention, 

response and control 

Online 

learning 

3 hours WHO 

Available 

now 

Responding to COVID-

19: Real-time training 

for the coronavirus 

disease outbreak  

Online 

learning 

Multiple 

self-paced 

course 

WHO 

25 May 

2020 

COVID-19: Tackling 

the Novel Coronavirus  

Online 

learning 

3 weeks | 

4 hours 

weekly 

study 

FutureLearn 

LSHTM/UK PHRST 

20 April 

2020 

COVID-19 Diagnostics 

and Testing 

Online 

learning 

3 weeks | 

3 hours 

weekly 

study 

FutureLearn 

FIND/LSHTM/ASLM 

6 April 

2020 

COVID-19 Critical 

Care: Understanding 

and Application 

Online 

learning 

5 weeks | 

1 hour 

weekly 

study 

FutureLearn 

University of 

Edinburgh & Royal 

College of Physicians 

of Edinburgh  

Available 

now 

COVID-19 supporting 

online courses 

Online 

learning 

Multiple 

self-paced 

course 

BMJ Learning 

  

 

https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/covid19-novel-coronavirus
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/covid19-novel-coronavirus
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/covid-19-diagnostics-and-testing
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/covid-19-diagnostics-and-testing
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/covid-19-critical-care-education-resource
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/covid-19-critical-care-education-resource
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/covid-19-critical-care-education-resource
https://new-learning.bmj.com/covid-19
https://new-learning.bmj.com/covid-19
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