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1. A Note on the Concept of Ecodevelopment

The concept of ecodevelopmentl has been recently introduced into
multi-disciplinary research which marries social and natural sciences. Eco-
development "aims at defining a style of development especially suited to the
rural regions of the third world".2 This approach is one where the ecoregions
will use their own resources, build public rather than private transport systems
plannings cross—sectorially, saving resources for future generations, fulfilling
regional needs in the region and finally centering on man! If this sounda

garbled up it is boiling down of jargon by the new ecologists.3

The ecological approach has come about in international scholarship
after the failure of the development decade when the prescriptions for develop-
ment were building a civil service, having a slice of the green revolution and
getting aid.4 Of course after the Pearson Report™ clearly showed that there
was hardly any development in the development decade and the growth of an

. 5 A . . . .
underdevelopment dependence critique of development, internaticnal organisations,

‘1, "See Sachs, 1, Envirorment and Styles of Development Enviromment

in Africa-, Enviromment and Regional PFlanning Research Bulletin wvol, 1, No, 1,
1974, pp. 9-33 for a definition of envirorment as being composed of natural
enviromment, man-made technostructures and social environment.

2, Ibid. p..17.
3. Ibid. pp. 17-19,

4, See for example the tortuous way the Kenya government went about
designing rural development with these assumptions as covered in "The Myth of
Kericho: was SRDP Experiment?" in Mutiso, G.C.M. Kenyat: Politics, Polacy

and Society, Nairobi, E.A.L.B. 1975, pp. 132 - 1Gl, For a report emphasizing the
need to develop a civil service see ‘Leys Colin and Stamp, Patricia, Organisation
and Development. Dilemmas of Administrative Trailning in Kenya., Unpublished,
19727

S.a, (Pearson Report) Report of the Commission on International Develop-
ment, Partners in Development, N.Y. Praeger, 1939,

b. Taylor, John Vernon, Enough. , London, 5.C.M, Pressj 1975,
6. Godfrey, Martin and Langdon, Steve, in Partners in "Underdevelopment"?

The Transnational Thesis in a Kenya Context" nd, review the major theorsticians
of the development of underdevelopment e,g. Amin, Frank, Sunkel, Rodney and
Givan et, al and put them in the Kenya context. See also Leys, Colin, Under-
development in Kenya: The Political Economy of Neo~Colonialism. 1964-1971,
London, Heinemann, 1975,
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foundations and academics had to introduce the concepts of ecology/environment
into the study of the Third World, When Third World academics jump intoe the
ecology framework they should be aware that the concept of envirorment was
developed in the developed world where they had techno structures and social
environments which had been ruified, Thus they had to start envirommental
programmes to save (in a barking sense) their man-made technostructure, the
limited natural enviromment and the existent social enviromment, For the,
third world the issue is to create alternative man-made techno-structures and
soclal environment within the limited natural enviromment. This demands
internal creativity in the Third World about the three areas of eco-development
where wa should not be interested in the wilder arguments about pollution etc,
but -where we ought perhaps to start with a look at how our societies used the
envirorment and ses whether we can incorporate some of their conceptuslizations

in planning a future,

This cheapter is part of a wider multi-disciplinary study whose .
basic objective is to identify alternative planning methods for arid areas,
The Pilot Study covers Kitui District., The chapter will only present a view
of ecosystem change and class evolution in areas nf Kitui District derived
from fieldwork, Other parts of the study reporting on specific case studies
of water extraction systems, land holding systems, and cattle holding systems,
hydrogeology and the central plans for the district will be reported on later,.

Until the study is completsd the last point will not be covered satisfactorily,

24 The Kitul Histordical Ecosystem

A person interested in reconstructing the ecology of a past era
can rely on archaeological data, botenical data, geologicael data, the
oral tradition and written documents of the past. As most people are aware
there is very limited systematic arachaelogical, botanical and geological data
collected in districts like'Kitu%ﬁ"It is hoped that nut of the wider study
subsequent papers by the author/other members of the research team will present
papers in these areas, Since our particular interest in this paper is how the
Kitui people have interacted with the ecosystem in keeping livestock and
raising crops in the last hundred years we shall only rely on data from the

written records and the oral tradition,

- Probably the areas of early settlement in Kitui District were in
the Central hill massif which runs in a North-Yest South-Fast direction,

Dundas7 wrote that this was inhabited area and it was about S0 miles wide and

Dundas, Charles, "Mistory of Kitui", Journal of the Royal
Anthropological Institute, Vel, 43, 1913, p, 480,
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a and a hundred and sixty miles long, If this was the case the population around
the turn of the century would have been in the area between Mumoni/Tseikuru

Hills all the way South to Kanziku Hills, In the East the settlemsnt then

would not be East of Mutito since the population fillup East of Makongo/Mutha

axis is very recent, In fact Mbitini in Nzambani/Kisasi Locations, twenty

miles directly Fast of Kitui Town was not settled until 1940s, The region between
Athi River, Kitui Town and South-east of Kitui (further South of present Tiva)

is of interest in terms of ccosystem change since Ainsworths described it
systematically as early as 1896 and it was also object of development mani-

pulation hy Aldev,

Moving from Mwala across the Yatta Plateau following pretty much
the present day Wamunyu/Kitui road Ainsworth described the region from present

[}
day Katangi to Mwitasyano as Tollows:”

"The country up to this had begun with thick
bush; afterward it opened out into expanses of
plains and then assumed parkland appearance
ssrssesnns When nearing the Chyanu Aiver the bush
begins to be thick again”, (9) (This was to be
an area of thick ikusyi and ithia by 1946 when
the Aldev grazing schemss were introduced),

He further described the area from Mwitasyano to Kitui town as

follows$

"The country ncerly up to Mavani (Maavani)
hills is what maybe termed parkland, but from
Mavani to the Tiva it is fairly thickly timbered
trevessesnsss About G} miles from Tiva we ceme
across the first shamba since leaving Mala

and now we wereg in Kitwyi, Another 7 miles
brough us to the village of Chief Simba Mwyulu,
in the districts of Kitwyi called Nengia casuen
There is apparently a large area under
cultivation., Meaweli and Mohindi seom to

be the principal grains that are cultivated,
Cattle and goats are abundant, T shiould
consider the country as being somewhat

thicikly populated, Their mode of cultivation
is somewhat varied from that of the Ulu peanle,
in as much as many Swahili (Digo) hoes are
used, but the crops seem much the same", (10)

Finally the arga between Kitui and Kovisuni on to Yatta Escarpment

was described as follows:ll

8. " Ainsworth, J, On a Journey from Wachakos to Kitui, Geographical
Journal, Vol, VII 1895,. pp. 40(G-12,

9, - - - Ibid,, p., 405,

10, Ibid,, p., 407

11. Ibid', D- aog_lal
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to Ul suevsnses the road lay South~aest

to the Tiva River, For about S miles Trom
Simba's we Found the country populated

and cultivated, For another mile farther

on it was cultivated only and. then Tor

52 (257) miles to the Tiva river the road

lay through thick bush over fairly level country
cissssns We passed Tiva river , evans and
passed along & level country covereaed with
bush. A little over 5 miles brought us

to the Ascent of the Athi escarpment and

here again we were amongst cultivation

and population, ~This district to the

Athi RIVEr csevucsuvuesass In Yata we saw very
little cattle until we got close to the

Athi,

The country is fairly well

favoured with timber and gives the idea

of recent ococupation; indeed I understand

from the natives that within recent times

all Yata was inhabited by Masal, But now

there is certainly & very large population

of ¥lakamba who. hava.come over from Ulu side

evesse this camp is about 25 miles from Mengia',

We have quoted Ainsworth extensively to document some points,

First, one should note that the area from present day Katangi to Mwitasyano
as peing infested with bush and not having a populeation, The oral tradition
of the South-Fastern Wachakos (especially Kibauni/ffamunyu) has it that there
was incessant fighting by the South-eastorn t'achakos people and Kitui people
at the Mwitasyano. Thus one utilizod all the arrows For the last stand
(kwita syano) at this river, From this one can conclude that this area
which had extensive bush had been populated earlier and that the bush spoken
about had come about as a result of continuous over use (with stock) and
burning which range ecologists tell us leads to increase in a hockii complex

~

» ’ . 1!..’, .
with its associated ecosystem, The people wauld have migrated to other areas—

12, Rerfoot, 0, in "VWegetation of an Experimental Catchment in the
Semi~arid Ranchland of Uganda' East Africen and Forestry Journal, Vol, 30,

No, 3, 1835, pp. 227-245 whers ho studed the Karamajong arca of Uganda

concluded thus: "An attempt has been made to show how the present day cover of
dry savannah type steppe and more degraded species associated with steppe conditions,
may have heen derived from semi-evergreen woodland and higher status savannah"
Pe 244, Although traditionally the growth of the hockii complex has been
discouraged for example Aldov, made a central part of their programme goat
contral. and bush clearing, iccent research suggests advantages of the growth

of The hoclkii complex., Harrington, G.N, in "Bush Contrnl: "A Note of Caution,
East African Agricultural and Forestry Journal Vel, 39, No, 1, July 1973,

pp. 9596 reporting on research condunted at tuko Roange Experiment Station in
Antzole, Uganda writes interalia: "It is often noticed that, with the cessation
of burming comes a grest increase in the amount of wondy vegekatimn ... &lkbnigh






