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Research Course 2/Face-to-Face /Day 1/Session 6 (R2_F2F-D1-S6)
Title: Reflect on third party methodology & diagram and outline strengths and weaknesses
Session Description:
(Overall time: 60 mins) The purpose of this session is to enable learners to deconstruct and illustrate, through a diagram, someone else’s methodology with the support of their peers to then feel more comfortable in doing the same with their own methodology. The third party methodology that learners are asked to reflect on was shared during the online phase, when they were required to read it and illustrate it creating a diagram that they were asked to bring to the face-to-face course. The completion of at least the compulsory activities planned for the online phase is a requirement in order to be able to attend the face-to-face course and fully interact with the activities planned for remaining of the course. In this session, learners will review the third party methodology in groups, share their understanding of it and possible questions, and discuss its strengths and weaknesses commenting on each other’s diagrams.
Learning Outcomes:
1. Think and reflect critically on designs of researcher-led methodologies
2. Deconstruct research designs (researcher-led) and evaluate their likely strengths and weaknesses
Recommended Modality: 
· Face-to-face
Learning Activities:
1. (10 mins) A review in groups of the third party methodology assigned as a compulsory activity during the pre-online phase to recall and reinforce learners’ understanding of it before moving to the group activity (LO 1)
2. (25 mins) A group activity to create a diagram illustrating the third party methodology reviewed and that would be the result of collective effort and the individual diagrams created during the pre-online phase. Learners are also asked to agree with their peers on a few strengths and weaknesses of the third party methodology, and stick them on the board. If time allows, each group should present and elaborate on the strengths and weakness they agreed upon (5 mins each group) (LO 1-2)
Formative Assessment
· Questioning 
· Peer learning/feedback
Learning Resources:
· [R2-P04-S6] Power Point Presentation Session 6: Reflect on third party methodology & diagram. The presentation introduces learners to the session’s learning outcomes, and provides them with an example of a diagram created by a learner who attended R2 to illustrate a third party methodology.
Course Materials:
· A4 paper 
· Projector
· Computer


Presentation Slides
Slide 1




Points in bold are facilitation instruction - for example, they might indicate how to run a group discussion or brainstorming session.

Points in italic indicate things you should tell the audience. You can express them in your own words.

Underlined points refer to formative assessment techniques and indicate what you can learn from learner responses (although it is impossible to be comprehensive about all of the insights).
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(2 mins)

Facilitation: The facilitator should introduce the learning outcomes of the session, and explain that the purpose of this session is to enable learners to deconstruct and illustrate through a diagram someone else’s methodology with the support of their peers to then feel more comfortable in doing the same with their own methodology.  They will reflect on the third party methodology that they were required to read during the pre-online phase of the course as a compulsory activity. 

The facilitator can ask learners who read it and who didn’t and exchange what it was about. Facilitator will guide the process through prompting questions. If some participants did not read the third party methodology, then the facilitator might have a quick review activity, which is suggested in the next slide.

Content: During the pre-online intervention week two, you were asked to read an example of a third party methodology and to illustrate it through a diagram. That activity was meant to help you deconstruct research designs, and to think and reflect critically on designs of researcher-led methodologies in order to be more comfortable in doing the same with your own methodology. 

Today, in groups, we will use the same third party methodology to combine your individual efforts, continue that reflection, and outline strengths and weaknesses of that methodology. With your group, you will be asked to share the diagram you created during the pre-online session. 


Formative Assessment: Setting clear expectations and outcomes is important to address possible questions at the very beginning of the course or session and avoid confusion.





Slide 3




(10 mins)

Facilitation: The purpose of this activity is to review the third party methodology assigned for the online session. The facilitator can create 4-5 buzz groups, mixing those participants who had/had not engaged with the third party methodology prior to the face-to-face course. This will enable those who had not engaged with the content to learn through their peers’ experience and those who had to refresh their memory and elaborate more on their understanding by explaining/teaching their learning peers.  
A stimulus resource may be found on each table, extracting some diagrams (you can find an example of a diagram created by a student in slide 5) illustrating the methodology submitted by some of the learners or key points from the reading as a prompt for their micro-discussion. The prompts can either be on the table or the facilitator can show the slides with key points. 
The facilitator should walk around the room ensuring that participants are able to recollect key points from the preliminary discussion.  
An alternative activity – for those who are time constrained – could be to ask three individuals to share with the wider group their recollections from the third party methodology.
Content: To make sure we quickly refresh our memory on the third party methodology we read for week 2 of the online session, we will have a quick review activity. We will do this in mixed groups. Please go to one side of the room if you have read the methodology and/or created a diagram illustrating it, and to the other side if you haven’t.  

I would like to clarify that this isn’t to pass judgement on those who have or have not completed the pre-online, just to help the facilitator place individuals in groups. 

Now form a group of 4 members, making sure your group is made of those who have read the methodology and/or created a diagram illustrating it and those who have not. You have about 10 minutes to discuss the topic covered in the reading with your team members. 

Formative Assessment: During the group activity, the facilitator should go around, observe the groups’ dynamics and listen to the discussion. If needed, it is important that the facilitator provides constructive feedback to group members or pauses the activity to address potential areas of confusion that might need to be clarified with the entire group. Observation can also provide the facilitator with interesting insight of learners’ weaknesses and strengths that might be taken into consideration for the next activities or days of the course.

In the structured group work, learners are required to support one another; this approach enables learners to learn from their fellow peers who will explain concepts and course materials without having any implied authority that might prevent some from feeling comfortable in asking for clarification or additional help. In addition, peer learning methods reinforce the knowledge of those supporting their peers by prompting them to elaborate further and make their knowledge explicit. 

Additional reading:
Cunningham, F. C., Ranmuthugala, G., Westbrook, J. I., & Braithwaite, J. (2012). Net benefits: Assessing the effectiveness of clinical networks in Australia through qualitative methods. Implementation Science, 7(108). Retrieved February 06, 2016, from http://www.implementationscience.com/content/7/1/108. DOI doi: 10.1186/1748-5908-7-108.
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(25 mins for activity)
(5 minutes for each group presentation)

Facilitation: Once the 10 minutes are over, the facilitator should introduce the next group activity that will last 25 minutes. In the same groups, learners should create one diagram that illustrates the third party methodology reviewed and that could be the result of a collective effort and the various diagrams some of them created during the pre-online phase. Learners are also required to agree with their members on a few strengths and weaknesses defining the same methodology and stick them on a board.
 
If time allows, the facilitator should clarify that each group will present their diagram (one person per group), discussing common and different factors that might be highlighted on the post-it notes on the board as well as among diagrams. 

The facilitator may wrap up the group discussion with highlights and mentioning the more convincing/recurring strengths and weaknesses shared by participants on the board.

Content: Now that the 10 minutes are over, as a group, finalise one diagram representing the methodology discussed. During your discussion and work on the diagram, agree with your group on a few strengths and weaknesses and stick them on a board.

You will need to choose one presenter in each group as he/she will be asked to represent your team and present your ‘group’ diagram, discussing common and different factors that your group have highlighted on the post-it notes on the board as well as among diagrams. 

Formative Assessment: During the group activity, the facilitator should go around, observe the groups’ dynamics and listen to the discussion. If needed, it is important that the facilitator provides constructive feedback to group members or pauses the activity to address potential areas of confusion that might need to be clarified with the entire group. Observation can also provide the facilitator with interesting insight of learners’ weaknesses and strengths that might be taken into consideration for the next activities or days of the course.

In the structured group work, learners are required to support one another; this approach enables learners to learn from their fellow peers who will explain concepts and course materials without having any implied authority that might prevent some from feeling comfortable in asking for clarification or additional help. In addition, peer learning methods reinforce the knowledge of those supporting their peers by prompting them to elaborate further and make their knowledge explicit. 
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Example of a diagram on the third party methodology submitted by Strathmore student, Martin Mbaya
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Enjoy your break.
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Learning Outcomes

By the end of this session, you will:



Think and reflect critically on designs of researcher-led methodologies



Deconstruct research designs & evaluate their likely strengths and weaknesses







During the pre-online intervention week two, you were asked to read an example of methodology and illustrate it through a diagram.

That activity was meant to help you deconstruct research designs, and think and reflect critically on designs of researcher-led methodologies. Today, in groups, we will use the same third party methodology to combine your individual efforts, continue that reflection, and outline strengths and weaknesses of that methodology. With your group, share the diagram you created during the pre-online intervention. 
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Review Activity (10 mins)
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Review Activity (10 mins)
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Group forming 5 min and review activity 5 min. To make sure we quickly refresh our memory on the third party methodology we read for week 2 of the online intervention, we will have a quick review activity. We will do that in mixed groups. Please go to one side of the room if you have read the methodology and/or created a diagram illustrating it, and to the other side if you haven’t.  

Now form a group of 4 members, mixing those who had read the methodology and/or created a diagram illustrating it and those who had not.  

You have about 10 minutes to discuss the topic covered in the reading using the stimulatory prompts you find on the slide:
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Strengths and Weaknesses
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Ask people to tell others what their diagram for third party methodology was about (participants present & then facilitator delivers participatory lecture about deconstruction whilst prompting further thoughts through questions)

Guiding process through questions, what did they say about x,y,z…

[webinar of Philipp doing it again… did MUHAS record this?] – action

Presentation created from model in MUHAS

Example taken from Martin Mbaya, Strathmore University

Methodology:

Cunningham, F. C., Ranmuthugala, G., Westbrook, J. I., & Braithwaite, J. (2012). Net benefits: Assessing the effectiveness of clinical networks in Australia through qualitative methods. Implementation Science, 7(108). Retrieved February 06, 2016, from http://www.implementationscience.com/content/7/1/108. DOI doi:10.1186/1748-5908-7-108.
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Enjoy your break
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Enjoy your break





Break 15:00-15:15
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This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 

Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.

The content is authored by:

Associate Lecturer

Dr. Philipp Grunewald

p.grunewald@lboro.ac.uk
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Associate Lecturer

Dr. Philipp Grunewald

p.grunewald@lboro.ac.uk 
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Learning Outcomes

By the end of this session, you will:

1. Think and reflect critically on designs of researcher-led 

methodologies

2. Deconstruct research designs & evaluate their likely strengths and 

weaknesses


