
Stephen Bass is Senior Fellow at the International
Institute for Environment and Development (IIED).
He is a forester and environmental scientist with 
25 years’ experience, principally in Southern Africa,
Southern Asia and the Caribbean, and in
international processes. He is currently researching
the links between poverty reduction and
environmental management, and has published
several books on sustainable development and forest
management (www.iied.org/pubs/). Until recently,
Stephen was Chief Environment Adviser at the
Department for International Development (DFID).
He was awarded the Queen’s Award for Forestry in
2001 for services to international initiatives.

Robert Cassen is currently Visiting Professor at the
Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion, London
School of Economics (LSE). He held his first post at
the LSE in 1961, and subsequently was a Professorial
Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS)
in Sussex and Director of Queen Elizabeth House
and Professor of Development Economics at Oxford.
He also served on the staff of the ODA (now DFID),
the British High Commission in New Delhi, the
World Bank, and the Brandt Commission. He is the
author of India: Population, Economy, Society
(Macmillan 1978); with associates, of Does Aid Work?
(Oxford University Press 1993); and with Tim Dyson
and Leela Visaria, of Twenty-First Century India
(Oxford University Press 2004).

Priya Deshingkar is a Research Fellow at the
Overseas Development Institute (ODI) in London.
She is a social scientist and has worked extensively
on rural livelihoods and poverty reduction in Asia and
Africa. Her work has continuously sought to relate
ground level realities to high-level policy dialogue.
Her recent work has been on labour migration,
livelihood diversification, tribal livelihoods, forestry,
agriculture and livestock. 

Tim Dyson is Professor of Population Studies in the
Development Studies Institute at the London School
of Economics. Tim has held visiting positions at the

Australian National University in Canberra, the
International Institute of Population Sciences in
Mumbai, and the American University of Beirut. He
was elected a Fellow of the British Academy in 2001.
His main areas of research are on interrelations
between population and development trends,
demographic time series, interactions between
populations and their food supplies, global agricultural
prospects, climate change, and the past, present and
future population of the Indian subcontinent. He is
co-editor with Cormac Ó Gráda of Famine
Demography (Oxford University Press 2002); and with
Robert Cassen and Leela Visaria he is co-editor of and
contributor to Twenty-First Century India: Population,
Economy, Human Development, and the Environment
(Oxford University Press 2004).

John Farrington is a Research Fellow in the
Overseas Development Institute (ODI) Rural Policy
and Governance Group. He has worked extensively
in Southern Africa, Latin America, and most recently
South and South-east Asia. His work initially focused
on the management of technical change in
agriculture, and institutions for participation and
citizenship at local level. Current interests include
rural livelihood diversification, the design of social
protection mechanisms and the interface between
social protection and the productive sectors. 

Ricardo Gottschalk is a Research Fellow of the
Institute of Development Studies (IDS). He is an
economist with long-term work (in Brazil’s
government) and research experience. Currently
working on capital flows to developing countries;
reform of the international financial architecture
(including implementation of codes and standards in
developing countries); external financial needs of
developing economies; the sequencing of capital
account liberalisation; the macroeconomic content
of Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs);
macroeconomic policies in Latin America and their
interactions with poverty and inequality;
macroeconomic management in Latin America in
response to China’s demand for Latin American
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primary commodities. He has worked as consultant
to the governments of various sub-Saharan African
countries, including Mozambique, Tanzania and South
Africa.  

Stephany Griffith-Jones is a Professorial Fellow at
the Institute of Development Studies (IDS). She has
written widely on private capital flows to developing
countries and transition economies, financial crises
and reform of the international financial system, as
well as macroeconomic issues, both globally and
nationally. Her current research projects include
analysis of financial systems in Asia. She has advised
many international institutions and governments.
Most recently she has worked on World Economic
and Social Survey 2005: Financing for Development
(United Nations 2005).

Athar Hussain is currently Director of the Asia
Research Centre at the London School of Economics,
where he has been since 1987. He has held visiting
appointments at the Department of Economics, MIT
and at the Fairbank Center for East Asian Research,
Harvard University and Zhongshan University
(Guangzhou), Namur University (Belgium) and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF). He has served as a
consultant on numerous international and national
organisations. He has been engaged in research on
various aspects of Chinese economy and society for
over 20 years. He is the author of numerous books
and papers including ‘Chinese Economic Reforms
from a Comparative Perspective’ in Hammond and
Miles (eds) Incentives, Organization and Public Economics
(Oxford University Press 2000: 243–77) and ‘Social
Welfare in China in the Context of Three Transitions’
in Hope, Yang and Li (eds) How Far Across the River
(Stanford University Press 2003: 273–312). 

Malcolm Jack works with Homeless International, a
niche organisation which supports partner
organisations in developing countries that are
working with poor communities to alleviate poverty
and improve living conditions. He is Homeless
International’s Grants Coordinator, and also
coordinates the UK Urban Poverty Group. He co-
authored the chapter ‘Influencing Urban
Development through “Pragmatic Advocacy”: The
Case of Homeless International’ in Practitioners and
Poverty Alleviation – Influencing Urban Policy From the
Ground Up (ITDG Publications 2005); co-wrote a
feasibility study ‘For the Application of Community-
Led Infrastructure Finance Facility (CLIFF) Operations

in Ghana’ in 2004 (downloadable at:
www.homeless-international.org/ump) and is
currently writing two chapters for Bridging the
Finance Gap (ITDG Publications), a book examining
experiences in scaling-up financing for community-
driven housing and infrastructure developments.

Stephen Jones has more than 15 years’ experience
managing and undertaking consultancy and research
on a wide range of international development issues.
He has worked in more than 25 countries in Africa,
Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Pacific.
His main areas of expertise include development aid
and development strategies, the private sector and
markets, trade policy and agricultural policy. His
published research includes studies on agricultural
marketing policy and the development and
application of sector-wide approaches. Stephen’s
recent work has focused on the reform and
evaluation of development aid, and the policy and
institutional environment for private sector
development. He is a Research Associate of Queen
Elizabeth House, University of Oxford.

Anuradha Joshi is a Research Fellow in Governance
at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS). She is
a social scientist with a focus on public policy and
experience in institutional analysis. She has worked
on issues of poverty, low income housing, basic
services and environmental policy in India and Ghana.
Her current research focuses on collective action and
service delivery in urban settings. She currently co-
convenes the Masters course in Governance and
Development at IDS. 

Naila Kabeer is a Professorial Fellow at the Institute
of Development Studies (IDS). She is a social
economist and has had over 20 years’ experience in
teaching, training, research and advisory work in the
fields of poverty, gender, livelihoods and social policy.
She is currently working on questions of social
exclusion and citizenship with the Development
Research Centre on Citizenship at IDS and on a book
on gender and social protection for the
Commonwealth Secretariat and the Department for
International Development (DFID). Her most recent
book is Gender Mainstreaming in Poverty Eradication
and the Millennium Development Goals
(Commonwealth Secretariat and IDRC 2003).

Lauren M. Phillips is a Research Fellow in the
International Economic Development Group at the
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Overseas Development Institute (ODI). She is an
international political economist, and recently
completed a PhD at the London School of
Economics on political risk and financial market
performance in Latin America. She is currently
researching topics related to governance reform of
the international financial institutions, financial
market contagion and stability, and the impact of
middle income countries on low income countries. 

Hossain Zillur Rahman combines degrees in
economics and political sociology from the
universities of Dhaka and Manchester, respectively.
Currently leading a policy think-tank in Dhaka
(Power and Participation Research Centre), Hossain
has a research career spanning nearly three decades
focused on issues of poverty, local governance, land
issues, politics and governance, quality basic
education, participation, citizen initiatives and policy
advocacy. He has been the lead consultant in the
preparation of the Bangladesh Poverty Reduction
Strategy Paper (PRSP) and is a member of the
Independent South Asian Commission on Poverty
Alleviation. He is co-author of Re-Thinking Rural
Poverty (Sage 1995) and Local Governance and
Community Capacities (University Press Ltd 2002) and
is currently leading a research initiative on developing
governance indicators for transitional societies such
as Bangladesh.

Mark Robinson is a Research Fellow and
Governance Team Leader at the Institute of
Development Studies (IDS). He is a political
sociologist with 18 years of research, teaching and
operational experience in South Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa. Mark previously worked in India for
the Ford Foundation as Program Officer for
Governance and Civil Society and as a Research
Fellow at the Overseas Development Institute (ODI).
Broad areas of research expertise include
governance, democracy and civil society, with
particular interests in state capacity and the politics
of governance reform.

Paul Steele is an environmental economist focusing
on political analysis and is currently based at the
Institute of Policy Studies in Sri Lanka. For four years
he was the Environment Economics Adviser to the
Department for International Development (DFID).
Previously he was the Environmental Economics
Advisor to the Ministry of Environment, Sri Lanka.
He jointly founded the UK-based Economics for the
Environment Consultancy (EFTEC) Ltd. He has
worked extensively throughout Asia and Africa on
pro-poor environmental change and has published
widely on poverty environment issues.
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