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Notes on Contributors

Oga Steve Abah is Professor of Theatre for
Development (TFD), and Director of the
Institute for Development Research at Ahmadu
Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria. He is a leading
theorist in TFD, an area in which he has done
research since 1980. His current research has
focused on the interaction of methodologies,
especially between TFD, participatory learning
and action and participatory video. Professor
Abah is the Nigeria Country convener for the
Development Research Centre on Citizenship,
Participation and Accountability. His other
research interests are in development
communication and community development.

Ogho Alubo studied sociology in the Ahmadu
Bello University Zaria, Nigeria and in the
University of Missouri Columbia, USA. He has
conducted research and published on several
aspects of healthcare development including
inequalities in access and in HIV and AIDS. His
recent research interests include the thorny
issue of citizenship and national integration in
multi-ethnic Nigeria. A past Director of
Research of the National Institute for Policy and
Strategic Studies, Kuru, Alubo is currently
Professor of Sociology in the University of Jos.

Adam Baird is a PhD candidate at the Peace
Studies Department of Bradford University. His
current research investigates urban violence,
youth and masculinities in Medellín, Colombia.
Since 2001 he has focused on the Colombian
conflict through his work in academia and in
NGOs, including Peace Brigades International
and The International Office for Human Rights
– Action for Colombia.

Carlos Cortez Ruiz, Doctor in Anthropology, is a
lecturer on the postgraduate Rural Development
course at the Autonomous Metropolitan
University of Mexico. For some years, he has
been the coordinator of the Interdisciplinary
Research Programme on Human Development
which forms part of the Development Research

Centre on Citizenship, Participation and
Accountability. He works from an
epistemological, methodological and pedagogical
perspective on social change strategies.

Jani de Silva completed a BA(Hons) in Political
Science and went on to do an MSc and PhD in
Anthropology at the London School of
Economics. She received a John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Award in 2001. She is
currently working on the nexus between
globalisation, violence and the local construction
of masculinities in Sri Lanka. She is the author
of Globalisation, Terror and the Shaming of the Nation:
Constructing Local Masculinities in a Sri Lankan
Village (2005, Victoria BC: Trafford Publishing).

Colette Harris is Senior Lecturer in conflict,
governance and development in the School of
Development Studies, University of East Anglia,
where she directs graduate courses in conflict
and in theatre and development. Her main
research interests are the relationship of
masculinities to violence and conflict and the
development of transformative grassroots
pedagogies emphasising gender identities.
Colette was previously a Research Fellow at IDS
and active in the Violence, Participation and
Citizenship group of the Development Research
Centre. She spent much of the 1990s in
Tajikistan running a community development
project and carrying out research on which she
has published extensively. She now works mainly
in East and West Africa.

Mo Hume has been a Lecturer in Politics at the
University of Glasgow since 2005, where she is
co-convenor of the International Centre for
Gender and Women’s Studies. Her research
focuses on issues of violence and gender in
Central America. She previously held a post-
doctoral fellowship at the Institute of Latin
American Studies, University of Liverpool and
worked for several years for the Catholic
Institute of International Relations (now



Progressio) in El Salvador. She is currently
working on a book manuscript, entitled The
Politics of Violence: Gender, Conflict and Community in
El Salvador, which is due for publication by Wiley-
Blackwell in 2009.

Carlos Jiménez Caballero is a Psychologist who
graduated from the National University of
Colombia. Based in Bogotá, he now works
freelance. He has 30 years’ experience of
designing and implementing social and
community projects and programmes with young
women and men. Recently his work has focused
on exploring the scope and means for
interrupting the intergenerational transmission
of violence.

Patricia Justino has been a Fellow in the
Vulnerability and Poverty Reduction Team at
IDS since 2005, and has collaborated with the
Development Research Centre on Citizenship,
Participation and Accountability. She was a
Visiting Fellow at the Weatherhead Center for
International Affairs at Harvard University
(2007–09). Patricia specialises in applied
microeconomics and quantitative development
economics and her current research focuses on
the microeconomic analysis of the impact of
violent sociopolitical conflict on household
welfare. She directs MICROCON, a 5-year
integrated project funded by the European
Commission (www.microconflict.eu) and is co-
founder and co-director of the Households in
Conflict Network (www.hicn.org).

Jennifer Leavy is an Agricultural Economist
based in the Vulnerability and Poverty Reduction
Team at IDS, with research and consultancy
experience in sub-Saharan Africa, South and
South-east Asia. Her interests include rural
institutions, poverty and livelihoods; work and
labour exchange; agricultural commercialisation;
social network analysis; and combining
quantitative, qualitative and participatory
methods in research and analysis.

Rosemary McGee has been a Fellow in the
Participation, Power and Social Change Team at
IDS since 1999. She has extensive work
experience in policy and programme posts in
international development NGOs. Her research
and teaching focuses in particular on forms of
citizen participation in decision-making and
governance processes. Her DPhil research was

conducted in a violence-torn region of Colombia,
as was much of her NGO work, and she
continues to work closely on that country.

Joy Moncrieffe is a Political Sociologist and
Fellow at IDS. She read for a PhD at the
University of Cambridge, where she explored the
politics of accountability with reference to health
administration and provision across a selection of
politically polarised communities in Jamaica.
Currently, her research interests include power
relationships, citizenship and accountability;
politics and inequalities; and history, race and
ethnicity. She is applying some of these themes
to action-oriented research with children who are
growing up in violent contexts in the Caribbean,
and selected race and ethnic groups in Uganda.

Ndodana Nleya is a PhD Candidate and Assistant
Researcher at the African Centre for Citizenship
and Democracy, at the School of Government in
University of the Western Cape. He holds a
BCom degree in Economics and Transport
Economics from the University of South Africa
and an MSc in Water Resources Management
from the University of the Western Cape. He
previously worked in various portfolios in industry
in Zimbabwe before pursuing an academic career.

Jenkeri Zakari Okwori teaches Participatory
Communication at the Department of Theatre
and Performing Arts, Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, Nigeria. He has been part of the
Development Research Centre on Citizenship,
Participation and Accountability since 2000 and
has extensive fieldwork experiences in using
theatre and participatory video as research
methods in various contexts in Nigeria.

Jenny Pearce is Professor of Latin American
Politics and Director of the International Centre
for Participation Studies in the Department of
Peace Studies, University of Bradford. She is co-
convenor of the Violence Participation and
Citizenship research group. She has published
widely on issues of social change, civil society and
violence in Latin America, including the IDS
Working Paper 274 on Violence, Power and
Participation: Building Citizenship in Contexts of
Chronic Violence. She has recently completed an
ESRC-funded research project on Municipal
Innovations in Non-Governmental Public
Participation, UK/Latin America.
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Lisa Thompson is a Professor at the School of
Government at the University of the Western
Cape, where she heads the African Centre for
Citizenship and Democracy. Her research
specialisation is international development and
the impact of the global political economy on
micro-development contexts. Since 2000, Lisa
has been the Research Leader of the South
African team in the Development Research
Centre on Citizenship, Participation and
Accountability.

Elsa Valli worked as a Research Assistant at IDS
in 2007. Currently, she is Monitoring and
Evaluation Officer for UNAIDS in Ethiopia. She
holds a Master’s in Development Economics
from the University of Sussex and a Degree in
Economics from Universita’ Bocconi, Italy. Her
research interests focus on microeconomic

analysis of conflict, poverty, social transfers, and
HIV/AIDS.

Joanna Wheeler is a doctoral candidate at the
Institute of Development Studies (IDS),
researching violence and citizenship using
participatory methodologies. She has worked for
over ten years with NGOs and research initiatives
in Brazil, Argentina and the USA on issues of
citizenship, gender and rights. Since 2003 she has
been the Research Manager for the Development
Research Centre on Citizenship, Participation
and Accountability, a collaborative international
research network. Her recent publications
include Rights, Resources and the Politics of
Accountability, co-edited with Peter Newell in 2006
(London: Zed Books), and Creating Spaces for
Engagement: Understanding Research and Social
Change, DRC Working Paper, 2007.
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