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DECENTRALISED INDUSTRY, POVERTY AND DEVELOPMENT IN RURAL KWAZULU

Through describing the community's access to basic needs and its
incomes per capita this paper attempts to analyse the effect upon a
rural community of the development of local employment opportunities
where none previously existed.

The fact that the industrial development in question was undertaken by
the Corporation for Economic Development (as agent of the Pretoria
government) at a speed that could not be matched by the agencies (most
of which were responsible to Ulundi) responsible for developing the
infrastructure and social amenities is noted, and the ifevitable
tensions which resulted from the fact that the spectacular® advances
in industrial development were not accompanied by equal advances in
the provision of amenities (such as roads, water, sewerage, housing,
education and electicity) are observed.

Investigation of the community reveals that those for whom the
agencies of Ulundi were unable to supply amenities were left, under
the aegis of the traditional chief, to supply their own with the
result that there are today co-existing in the area three groups - the
traditional inhabitants of the area, the formally housed industrial
workers and their families and the informally housed industrial
workers and their families. Significant differences in levels of
education, access to water, health facilities etc. between the three
groups are revealed and related to the different systems by which
these facilities are supplied to each group.

A comparison of living standards in households where there are
those who have been unable to take advantage of local developments and
who still resort to migration to find employment, with households
whose members are locally employed, provides interesting evidence of
the costs/benefits of the migratory labour system.

1. Spectacular in terms of homeland industrial development.



CHAPTER

DECENTRALISED INDUSTRY, POVERTY AND DEVELOPMENT IN RURAL KWAZULU

This paper deals with the findings of one of a group of three studies
of rural areas in Natal/KwaZulu. Each paper investigates a very
different environment and it is intended that if read together they
would describe the situation of a large percentage of blacks in rural
Natal/KwaZulu. The first area was chosen to represent a traditional
rural area, the second a rural area in which industrial development
has taken place and the third commercial farms.

1.0  INTRODUCTION AND GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION

The area of the second study is the township of Sundumbili and the
informal housing area that has developed between it and the Isithebe
industrial area. The area covered by the survey is approximately 10
square kilometres in extent. Although it included the whole of the
formal housing area it did not include all the informal housing - in
fact it covered only the informal houses to the south of the
industrial area, between it and the township. As most facilities are
situated to the south of the industrial area, housing development
tends to be more concentrated there, but there are numerous houses to
the north and west of the industrial area. White farms form the
eastern boundary of the industrial area. A significant number of
persons employed at Isithebe 1ive to the east of the white farms on

the coastal strip of KwaZulu known as Reserve 8.

Sundumbili is situated 110 km north of Durban. It is 14 km from the
coast, is on the Durban-Richards Bay railway line, and is only 10km

from the main northcoast highway. It is 75m above sea level and is






