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African Universities’ Research Approaches (AURA) Programme: Course Pack “Engaged excellence in teaching and research” 



Research Course 2/Face-to-Face /Day 2/Session 10 (R2_F2F-D2-S10)
Title: Design research proposals in groups
Session Description:
(Overall time: 180 mins) The purpose of this session is to enable learners to apply the skills and knowledge developed throughout the course to work in group to the design of a research proposal in response to a relevant funding call, which would have been chosen prior to the face-to-face course by the facilitator and learners. 
Learning Outcomes:
1. Design a researcher-led research methodology in response to the funding call
Recommended Modality: 
· Face-to-face
Learning Activities:
1. (20 mins) Through an iterative group formation process, learners will clarify and make explicit their preferred theme to work on from those presented in the funding call, and thus choose the group that they will work with throughout the afternoon
2. (150 mins) In transdisciplinary teams, learners will work on drafting a research proposal in response to the funding call, which they will have to present the following day to have feedback from the facilitator and their peers, and then revise for submission during the post-online phase (LO 1)
3. (20 mins – Optional activity) In a trans-group sharing activity, the facilitator discusses with groups working on the same theme to share what they have found so far, what they are struggling with, and other reflections and ideas they would like to have feedback on (LO 1).
Formative Assessment
· Questioning 
· Peer learning & feedback
· Monitoring
Learning Resources:
· [R2-P08-S10] Power Point Presentation Session 10: Design research proposals in groups. This presentation outlines the learning outcomes of the session, and provides guidelines for the main group activity of the R2 course. Learners are asked to design a research proposals in groups in response to a funding call. This presentation guides learners through a scaffolded activity to form transdisciplinary teams, choose their preferred theme and group, and finally form the group they will work with to respond to a funding call.
Course Materials:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Projector
· Computer
· Individual laptops or one per group


Presentation Slides
Slide 1




Points in this script are facilitation instruction - for example, they might indicate how to run a group discussion or brainstorming session.

Points in italic indicate things you should tell the audience. You can express them in your own words.

Underlined points refer to formative assessment techniques and indicate what you can learn from learner responses (although it is impossible to be comprehensive about all of the insights).
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(2 mins)

Facilitation: The facilitator should introduce the learning outcomes of this session and clarify that its purpose is to work in groups to design a researcher-led methodology in response to a real funding call.

The facilitator may debrief senior researchers involved in Day two and Day Three to clarify what is planned for the coming sessions and how can they have a mentoring role during the group activities to support learners while writing their research proposals.

Content: The purpose of this sessions is to come together as a group and design a researcher-led research methodology in response to the funding call. The time allocated to this session will be used to engage with this activity, which will enable you to:
· Think and reflect critically on designs of researcher-led methodologies and
· Manage design of researcher-led approaches and methodologies in transdisciplinary teams

Today you will design with your group a first draft of a researcher-led methodology to respond to the funding call and you will also have the afternoon session to work on it with your peers.

Formative Assessment: Setting clear expectations and outcomes is important to address possible questions at the very beginning of the course or session and avoid confusion
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(10 mins)

Facilitation: The facilitator should choose a funding call prior to the beginning of the face-to-face course with the support of learners to make sure it addresses their interests and that it is relevant to them. 

You can clarify that learners will work in multidisciplinary groups on their responses to a specific theme of the funding call in throughout the afternoon session.
 
The draft they will create today with their group will be presented the following day, which is the last day of the face-to-face course and then revised and submitted during the post-online phase.

The facilitator should introduce the funding call, and identify the main themes involved in the call. He/She can write them on post-it notes and place them in different locations in the room (5-10 mins).

Content: In this session we will look at a funding call and, which was chosen prior to the beginning of the face-to-face course, based on your interests. We will create multidisciplinary groups that will work on the responses to a specific theme of the funding call throughout this afternoon.
 
The draft you will create today with your group will be presented tomorrow morning, during our final day/day three. 

You and your group are expected to design a methodology that includes methods and a research plan. 

Formative Assessment: Setting clear expectations and outcomes is important to address possible questions at the very beginning of the course or session and avoid confusion

Funding Call: http://newebsite.codesria.org/spip.php?article2517&lang=en. Retrieved: 11 September, 2016.
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(Slide 4-5: 20 mins)

Facilitation: In order to create transdisciplinary groups, the facilitator should go through an iterative process with learners and make sure they think of the theme that would be of interest to them and related to their field to make sure they choose the right team to work with. The facilitator can guide learners through this process by posing reflective questions and make sure they go through the steps listed in this and the next slide.

Content: After having introduced the call, I would like to first ask you to go towards the general theme you are more interested in. I have placed the 7 themes in different locations of the room. This way we can have a sense of the most popular themes.

In the meantime, I would like you to share your general preference and interests with your peers and discuss how to potentially refine major themes into sub-topics. Make sure you draw on your field.
 
While listening to your peers, and on the call, further reflect on whether the theme you first chose is still of interest and relevancy to you. If so, we will continue our iterative group formation process to refine possible sub-themes and at the same time make sure the groups formed are transdisciplinary.

Formative Assessment: The facilitator should make sure that everyone is on track and could ask prompting questions to help learners to clarify and make explicit their preferred theme.
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(Slide 4-5: 20 mins)

Facilitation: In order to create transdisciplinary groups, the facilitator should go through an iterative process with learners and make sure they think of the theme that would be of interest to them and related to their field to make sure they choose the right team to work with. The facilitator can guide learners through this process by posing reflective questions and make sure they go through the steps listed in this and the next slide.

Content: While discussing with your group members your preferred/chosen theme, also take some time before the break to look again at the funding call and your specific theme. Ask me, or your peers, any preliminary questions you may have to help you decide whether the theme you have chosen is the right one for you and your research interests.

Formative Assessment: The facilitator should make sure that everyone is on track and could ask prompting questions to help learners to clarify and make explicit their preferred theme.
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(Slide 6-7: 150 mins)

Facilitation: Once the groups have been formed and the chosen themes are clear, the facilitator can ask learners to start working on their actual research proposal for the rest of the session. The facilitator may encourage the sharing of resources between groups throughout the process to increase productivity.

Content: The purpose of the coming afternoon session is to come together as a group and design a researcher-led research methodology in response to the funding call. Groups will design a first draft of a researcher-led methodology to respond to the funding call and work on their drafts for the rest of this afternoon.

During your work, I will move around groups and support you if you have any questions and/or you would like to share your discussion with me for additional advice.


Formative Assessment: Monitoring group work is quite crucial as it supports the peer learning process, provides immediate formative feedback if needed and/or useful, and provides the facilitator with interesting data about the learning process and learners' learning journey that could inform instruction.
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(Slide 6-7: 150 mins)

Facilitation: 

While groups work on the research proposal, the facilitator could allocate 30 minutes of that time to encourage and facilitate trans-group sharing. The facilitator may discuss with groups working on the same theme to share what they have found so far, what they are struggling with, and other reflections and ideas they would like to have feedback on. In order to do this optional activity, the facilitator could ask senior researchers to assist and collect the highs and lows written on post-it notes by learners at the end of the session and possibly bring them back to the facilitator (mention this during the debriefing of mentors). The highs and lows will be revised on day 3.
Content: With your group, you will engage in conversations with one another (potentially including senior academics who will mentor teams). To be able to conduct some background research you were asked to bring your laptop (or use one of the computers provided in the facilities). 
Feel free to share resources with other groups throughout the process to increase productivity.
Formative Assessment: Monitoring group work is quite crucial as it supports the peer learning process, provides immediate formative feedback if needed and/or useful, and provides the facilitator with interesting data about the learning process and learners' learning journey that could inform further/subsequent instruction.
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Session Learning Outcomes

During this session you will:



Think and reflect critically on designs of researcher-led methodologies



Manage design of researcher-led approaches and methodologies in transdisciplinary teams
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Response to a Funding Call [time to read]
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Response to a Funding Call [time to read]





In this session we will look at a funding call and, based on your interests, we will create multidisciplinary groups that will work on the responses to a specific theme of the funding call throughout this afternoon.

 

The draft you will create today with your group will be presented tomorrow morning. You and your group are expected to design a methodology that includes methods and a research plan. 

 

Funding Call: http://newebsite.codesria.org/spip.php?article2517&lang=en
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CODESRIA

Comparative Research Networks 2016 Competition

Laureates (April 15, 2016); Evaluators (February 29, 2016)
Number of visits: 2117

The Comparative Research Network Competition is a long-standing tool that CODESRIA uses to
encourage the development and consolidation of a comparative analytic perspective in the work of
African social science researchers. The goal of the program is to contribute to the establishment of a
strong corpus of comparative studies produced by African and Diaspora scholars that is theoretically
innovative while being grounded in sound empirical research. The competition seeks to support work
employing temporal and spatial frames of analysis and units of analysis that range from the regional
and sub-regional to the national and local. The CODESRIA CRN Program encourages intra-African
comparative work that explores and exploits the variegated nature of social realities on the continent
as well as studies that put the continent in conversation with other areas of world with particular
emphasis on the Global South.

Priority research themes for the constitution of CRNs for 2016 include the following:

1. The dvnamics and structures of aesthetics and aspirations in an evolving Africa

English
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Activity: Forming transdisciplinary teams
1. Share you general preference and interests with your peers
2. Discuss how to potentially refine major themes into sub-topics

3. Ensure you draw on your field (so you can represent your discipline/
knowledge)
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Activity: Choose Your Preferred Theme & Group

4.  Go towards the general theme you are more interested in

5.  Reflection on groups & sub-themes

6.  Take some time with your group before the lunch break to look 

together at the call and theme chosen and ask the facilitator, and/or 

your peers, preliminary questions you may have
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Activity: Choose Your Preferred Theme & Group

4.  Go towards the general theme you are more interested in



5.  Reflection on groups & sub-themes



6.  Take some time with your group before the lunch break to look together at the call and theme chosen and ask the facilitator, and/or your peers, preliminary questions you may have





After having introduced the call, I (the facilitator) would like to first ask you to go towards the general theme you are more interested in. I will place the 7 themes in different locations of the room. This way we can have a sense of the most popular themes.

 

While listening to your peers and on the call, further reflect on whether the theme your first chose is still of interest and relevancy to you. If so, we will continue our iterative group formation process to refine possible sub-themes and at the same time make sure the groups formed are transdisciplinary.
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Activity: Choose Your Preferred Theme & Group,
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Group Work on Funding Call

•

With your group, you have to come up with a way of presenting your 

methodology and prepare the presentation today (in the afternoon)

•

You will present your first draft methodology tomorrow morning.
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Group Work on Funding Call



With your group, you have to come up with a way of presenting your methodology and prepare the presentation today (in the afternoon)



You will present your first draft methodology tomorrow morning.









The purpose of the coming afternoon session is to come together as a group and design a researcher-led research methodology in response to the funding call

Groups design a first draft of a researcher-led methodology to respond to the funding call and work on their drafts for the rest of this afternoon.

With your group, you will engage in conversations with one another (potentially including senior academics that mentor teams). To be able to conduct some background research you were asked to bring your laptop (or use one of the computers provided in the facilities). 

Feel free to share resources with other groups throughout the process to increase productivity.
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Group Work on Funding Call
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Activity: Prepare a presentation

•

Share Interpretation of call

•

Make sure you cover areas such as (which will be scored in the 

rubric):

•

Does the idea cover all the criteria outlined in the call?

•

Does the proposal adequately contextualise the proposed project?

•

Does the proposal clearly state how the research will benefit the wider 

society or contribute to the research community?

•

Does the proposal clearly outline the

ௗ

methodology

ௗ

(design, participants, 

instruments, procedures)?

•

Are the

ௗ

research questions

ௗ

and/or the hypothesis clearly stated?
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Activity: Prepare a presentation

Share Interpretation of call

Make sure you cover areas such as (which will be scored in the rubric):

Does the idea cover all the criteria outlined in the call?

Does the proposal adequately contextualise the proposed project?

Does the proposal clearly state how the research will benefit the wider society or contribute to the research community? 

Does the proposal clearly outline the methodology (design, participants, instruments, procedures)?

Are the research questions and/or the hypothesis clearly stated?





The facilitator may show the rubric for the peer assessment activity that will be completed during the post online intervention so that individuals can be aware how they will be scored
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Activty: Prepare a presentation
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•

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 

Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.

The content is authored by:

Associate Lecturer

Dr. Philipp Grunewald

p.grunewald@lboro.ac.uk
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This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.





The content is authored by:

Associate Lecturer

Dr. Philipp Grunewald

p.grunewald@lboro.ac.uk 
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Session Learning Outcomes

During this session you will:

1. Think and reflect critically on designs of researcher-led 

methodologies

2. Manage design of researcher-led approaches and methodologies in 

transdisciplinary teams


