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Trainigg31ntellectuals for Independence: The Case of Southern Africa.
T* I -

" As the topic for this paper has dictated, one has to look both
at the process of training intellectuals in this region and at the way

this prepares the intellectuals for coping.witﬁ the demands of independence.
3 i - //~

It may be significant that the generators of thié seminar chose to
réfer to thé_tfaining of intelléctuahsonly rather than fb.the generai
'issﬁe of'graining\perSOnnel of various catégories for key éectors in the
countries‘of-the region. It.is clea?ly intended that this'should;‘;mohg
other things, allow'infdeéth discussibn~of the strétuﬁ of inteliecthals
WhichAplays a role qﬁite diSproport}oﬁafely significant i; reiation'to
their numberd:‘Thé danger in,thig'ﬁarfow foéﬁs however is tpat this will
-artificially'focﬁs the discussion oﬁ socio-economic changezon wﬁat'is
only_a_tiny~fraction of‘thé\people.' This bias ;hould'berchecked ééme-
what by Earthily's'presehtatiqn“oh‘_intelieétuals and the class struggle

in the Third‘World, and Nelson Moyo's on the intellectuals and the struggle

of the working peoble in the region, putting the rolé.of the intellectuals

in the broad context of the decisive forces in struggles for revolutionary

’ ~

Nea

transformation.

Ih’Southern Africa, the training of the indegenous people for post -

independenCé responsibiliﬁiés has been a very important task and éoncern,
givén fhe more intensive settlement by people of European descent. who

- have been used by facis£ regimes to gtaff the éolqnial méchinéry of;
.gove;nment’and key posiiions in commerce and industr&, both managerial

N

and techinical.

~ - ) <

(

One issue which should be attempted in discussing the role of intellectuals

~ : : ' : ’
in southern Africa is the clear identification of this.category. The term

can be employed to refer to all those whose work is not primarily manual and



- for which formal academithraining.has been undergone. This broad

_ definition would embrace profess10nal technical and vocational personhel

—--

at all levels. However, in this paper the term w111 be employed narrowly to

. refer;to.further- jand'higherfeduCation . graduates, i.e. those whose actual .

“:or“potential jobs'put;them-in a decisive position to influence the orientation

.of‘institutions:,'Thisdemarcation is closer s in my view, to defining the
elements that are the focus of this seminar series, rather than prOViding

a sc1entific identification of the category I am aware that ‘the very term
‘ intellectual" has various connotations, 1nclud1ng unfavourable ones which

Bertrand Russell had in mind when he. said, o -

" T . Ilhave never called myself an intellectual,'and‘.

~

- - nobody’has,evervdaredlto.call me one in -my presencef:
. . I think an.intellectual'may be defined~as'a person

;who pretends -to have more intellect than he has,

~and I hope this definition does not fit me.l o

—:Whether.or not "intellectuals in this‘region have similar.misgivings about

-

'being thus-defined the'term is nonetheless useful in.that it allows'us to

make cértain generalizations about their common experiences, predispOSitions

~and hence their modes of behaViour as-a soc1al stratum

In this session we are to focus on the training of intellectuals for ~

independence in Southern Africa. This region is one in: which struggles for -

independence and against ‘white minority racist regimes have been long- drawn.

-

out, ‘The*corollary of that is,that there_was also the least deliberate :
preparation for independence;since thetregimesfin power before rule by;the‘

majority would not. in most cases ‘countenance a transferfof.power7until
' their Situation was untenable. In Mozambique; Angola and Zimbabwe the

,zchange was 1nduced by a protracted armed struggle whereas in Zambia and 7

Malaw1 the threat of anarchy following nationalist agitation against their
pincorporation in the Federation of' Rhodes1a‘and Nyasaland and.for»independence
J, . B ~ . - = ' - L



led to these two less white-settled territories being decolonised

earlier. The former "high commission" territories of Bbtswana,'Lesotho

and Swaziland, were in a special position because_although th:y were run

‘ 4 as ECBﬁQFlle apﬁehda,geﬁl.(?fgsﬁ-"&}ﬂ}““ca’ 'the};f_l were undeg T:hE, Brlt';lsh crown.
‘811 d¥glytion was circumscribed by the South
K T L

African connection and ﬁeﬁigﬁ negiéétlby Britain, the area of education

" Their capacity féf‘diff

of high-level personnel included. They shared with the South African and
Namibian blacks the disadvantages of.being under the control/influence of the"
bastion of white racism in the‘region - South Africa, particularly after the

National Party came to power in 1948. R

In independent countries of Séuthen Africa and East Africa, the
'majority of the intellectuals were for many years the prodgcté of foféién -~
training'institutip;s; In the case of_TanZania,~1970 was thé first'year
in whichimore stﬁdents gréduéted at hqme than OVerseas.Z This break point
will vary from countryltq cquntry; but the Tanzanian experignce;is by-no

means extreme in comparison. And however shorter its advent, what is

crucial for oufvpurposes is that the traﬁsitiqn from colonial rule to
independence saw the top personnel in the new administrations drawn

. N " )
from products of foreign and predominantly .colonialist metropolitan

institutions. 'Be§ides, while the location of the institutions may be

"significant, the conteﬁt_of what is impérted in the proceés'of training

is just as crucial, even more crucial. It has been suggested that

N

 ...educatidn prébably Qas the most pervasive
instrument of colonial control, social Changg,
and Westefnization; lEducétibn was the means by
which Eﬁropeaﬁs jpstifiéd their colonial culture
v of domiﬁation, ragism, and materiélisﬁ. The ,
Europeané transmitted their téchnology, religion,

‘customs, ‘and valués through education.
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The earliest institutions of higher education for Africans in ’ -
' Sodthernihfricaiwere operated hy missionaries.4 Because of the confluence
of interests between the missionaries and the colonists;-the oroselytizing
of the missionaries and the "civilizing mi_*ssion"I of.colonial;sm were

, intertwined. The missionary

;_/‘ ,..;annoihted settler industrialists, farmers,
N E » o : merchants} soldiers, administrators; ahd~house-
wiyes aS'superior custodians of ci&ilization,
Qalues, mbrals,.and ethics._ Hence-coloniaiism
. g wWas no lohger simply an ecohoﬁic process of
cap;talistic-exploitationfof African resooroes
and labour; but”a'noble and'moral act of sacri-

fice for the rest of humanity. The missionary,

~ ‘ T h ‘therefore, was the best agent to produce the

s o ’efficient, lawabiding,/subservient~Afriéap.”_

' labourers and consumers, through a good Christian

educatlon” 5 o i

Among the~issues that-arise in the training of intellectﬁals for indepehdence’

1n Southern Afrlca therefore are. the volume and technlcal preparedness of

. [as well as
‘the 1ntellectuals, the extent to whlch they can contribute to meanlng-

ful'independence-in“the region, seeing that their.training was initially ’

not determined by those who would utilise them, post-independence regimes.

As indicdted earlier, one of the most important considerations of
the southern‘African colonial and racist regimes in the training of

Africans was the‘need to retain control of key sectors of thé eoohomy_-

- . —

“and political administration in the hands_of'whites. Of course, this is not

a

to suggest that ‘there were no contradictions among -the settlers. On the . -
" contrary, there were conflicts. of interests;betweeh capitalists and white

\ °, co. . N * \ o 1 I‘o
employees in various industries which were however overridden by their



common interest in suppressing the.earning power of blacks. Shortages
of skilled white labour in South Africa have sometimes pPshed employers

to upgrade black workers. But,

These ~opportunities, however, are accompaniea
more often than not either by a downgradiﬁg of
the status of the wgrk, or bg a réduction in-
wages, or both. Hence employers save on
"black wage bills and are ablé to inc;ease the
salaries of whites Qhose ;elative scaréity has-

. put high value on’ their services; The down-
grading of skills and status proteéts the rglative
occupational prgstige.of whites, and the“fact,that
many othhe advénces of bLécks are in black areas

(or spheres of work) also means that whites are

protected from status competition or equal

. status contacts with blacks.6

Though less rigidl& defined in legislation, the Rhodesian practices

'

operated in a similar manner, and with'brpadiy,similar results.7" And

in colonial Angola and Mozambique, the policy of "

X

'assimilation" ensured
that the overwhelming majority of blacks were not in a poéition,to compete
with whites for skilled employment, although poverty existed among elements

of the wﬁife workers. - h -

~ 1

At independence, the countries of southern Africa~Wére cokfronted :
with the departure of white seftlers énd ekpatriats who either‘objecfed
to serving under }mjority-black governments or-fear;d for théir security
© on account of the propaganda they had been fed by the racisf'ahd colonial
media. In Angola and Mozaﬁbique, this went beyond just the skilled and “

professional categories and also embraced capitalists in various sectors,

‘with some of the Portuguese "retournados" destroying equipment before
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fleeing Angola. In the. case' of ZimbabWe; the'"scorched earthlpolicy“
which"had been mootedlas'a possible response to'majority rule in some"
‘wh1te circles did not materialise. However, some,measure of white-
emigration had always been expected One study estimated that-in‘

1977 employment and vacancies in JObS held by whites "A51ans and "Coloureds?”

in professional technical qnd related categories was 127441 (iny own’

addition of estimated'employment and Vacancies given foerecember 1977).

——

_ 'In ‘the event of these key workers—leaV1ng in the expected exodus, between

-~

65 086 and 127441 Africans would need to be tra1ned 1mmed1ately to occupy
-the posts.8 The same source gave figureg for scholarships held out51de '

B Rhodesia; with 2'789.undergraduate degree-, 265 postgraduate degree- l,;!-
:'and 926 d1ploma amicertificate course rec1p1ents of . scholarshlps
::.expected to complete altogether hy 1980.. 9 In addltion to this, many t«f

" trainees - sent out by the liberation movement could not’ be known to
. -— N \.
- the researchers, and the full,picture would only emerge'w1th this and the = -

- 3

'figures for training at the University of Rhode51a and the other local

Ainstitutions being taken 1nto account. It ‘was estimated however that

the total figure for African graduates from the Univer51ty of Rhode51a ,ih

' up to 1980 ‘was unlikely to. be more than about 2, 500 well- below the

~

B minimum estimate for likely em1grat1ng skilled personnel with un1vers1ty

-~

: education.10 The p01nt here is: thatveven w1th the unplanned but

“-considerable growth 1n_Afr1can1ntellectuals'towards.the end of minority

rulé in Zimbabwe, the numbers still fell far’short of what was'needed':

liinhthe_event'of'a>worst}case'scenario,in white reactions tolmajority'rule.
: ' R - S '

Zambia, MalaW1 and Botswana also. had d1ff1cult1es w1th personnel

—

:'for the1r post 1ndependence needs, with many expatriats being retalned

-while«lOcal'peopleyunderwent»trainingJand apprenticeship._AThe,regional

o 4 ot . . ) OEEE ) - . -‘ - ' : .
picture therefore is oné in which the post-independence administrations,”
) L o L . S . - : Lo ’ :
. if.they sought to replace whites orrexpatriats who had been appointed -

largely on rac1al ba51s were not 1n a p051tion to effect 1ndigen1zat10n/ i

Afrlcanlzation of posts if they S0 W1shed, at least not - 1mmed1ately



So far, the discussion has been in terms of the output of |
1nher1ted 1nst1tut10ns and opportunities for outs1de training of African
-profe351onals/1ntellectuals prlor to and at independence But -in all

cases in the independent countries in Southern Africa, determined .efforts

were at once embarked upon at independence to expand nmt only the pool of

high- level professionals but also the educational opportunities for the

\

maJority of the young Whatever the failures and distortions in the
purpose and content of the education prOV1ded there is no gainsaying

the str1des made,is redressing the colon1al,den1al‘of bas1c education

"and career,opportunities for the majority in the region. -~

\One’of‘the'major‘issues‘in training‘Which we have to -tackle is the
content of the training'imparted. The‘difficulty we are immediately
confronted with having sa1d ‘this is that of the W1de range of profess1onal

speC1alisations that we have to bear in m1nd However,'there,are general

questions wh1ch’haVe to be ‘raised and wh1ch.natura11y wiIlnbe more criticalir
Ain some profess1ons than 1n others, but whlch\nonetheless apply to all

'professions. I w1ll proceed -by putting forward two of these questions

“which should help fOCus.thisnpart of the seminarzby organ1s1ng my v1ews
~ on the theme of training for'independenceé o '} . o

- . . . .

- 1) DoAintellectuals—need‘any training specifically for independence?
(2) iHow.decisive is_the position of'intellectuals for independence? -
' The first of the'aboveuquestions enCOmpases the whole definition we’

give to independence: independence from whom and for. what?  The answer to
this question is a precondition for deciding if the-intellectuals need- any -
training beyond what qualifies them for the“designation.'i B i

o

+ . - I shall state banaiities in order.to lay the basis for'diSCussing\

‘more . controversial propositions. First, it is~now'widely acknowledged_

-~

‘that the newly .independent' countries of Africa, Asia and the Carribean

-
a
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attained formal‘independence_generallv‘without a corresponding1controlk

of the means of production in their territories. The former colonial,

-powers and imperialism in general have thus.retained an ind;rect and

decisive say in thebpolitical'and developmental’decisions that can

be made in most of these countries, a phenomenon popularly- referred to

-'as neo;colonialism. Outside MoZambique~and Angola in'the Southern-African

—

'reg1on, the former colonial power -and 1ts all1es dom1nate most: of the key

.product1ve:sectors. The degree to whlch th1s fact has had a bear1ng on . 7'f

domestic and regional p011c1es has var1ed, w1th such contrasts as between#—

Malaw1 on. the right and Zimbabwe on the . left _for example, popular. [f

- expectatlons generated in the course of the- 1ndependence struggle partly

accountlng for the more<rad1cal tone of off1cal pronouncements and some E

" tof the programmes in the_latter case¢ Whenever progress1ve pol1c1es have
been,attempted as 1n Angola and Mozamb1que, where poss1b111t1es were emerg1ng

for a break w1th imperial1sm and its reg1onal cats paw rac1st South Afr1ca,

- i e
-

the enemies of true 1ndependence have come out in the1r true colours and
‘sponsored the UNITA and MNR' band1ts and even carr1ed out both overt and

covert acts of destab1l1sar1on in the1r own’ account.:

. ——

P

The p01nt has been belabOured in var1ous forums Lhat only soc1al1sm

-
T

_;can guarantee true 1ndependence from the shackles that took hold dur1ng <

_ und1sgu1shed .~ colonial posseSs1onAof our countries by 1mper1alrsm."

Earlier on reference was made to the colonial and:racist denial of
_ education and training to blacks in-Southern Africa. One of the most

‘pressing concerns when ‘post-colonial administrations wereiaboutJto"
- - \\ ~ c

commence ‘and for some t1me afterwards was how to ensure that competent :

,profess1onals and other Skllled personnel could be found to replace

d1ehard opponents of maJor1ty rule ‘who m1ght or were actually flee1ng the

emerg1ng‘reg1mes. Most blacklprofess1onals,'1nclud1ngisome who had;

~

- - T

" practically colluded with -anti-people policies were'countedpin-the

’:. }flm %' f '.. :;f‘ :_ l;gﬂ:-" fefi \-':i L flf,,'




fassessment of poss1ble replacement for white profe551onals and other
skilled personnel One_has to appreciate that there were few alternatives,
so that the_ least common factot -acceptance of majority_rule - was about '
the‘only”precondition foriservice in even key organs of the new state
structuresu Worsehstill,'with‘the "constitutional" handovers in which_

' Britain ensured that- the new regimes succeeded to the obligations of the

cplonial administration in respect of "edvil service” conditions of service,

n‘

. further iMpediments were obvious even for.those who would want to press
‘ifor more streamlining of high level personnel.- There was therefore a
genuine and laudable preoccupation to ensure that those who had been
systematically excluded from skilled professions should be accommodated
The point at this juncture however is that many black intellectuals were'

trainied f0r independence only to the extent that there should be blacks

who could/would taks ovet from whites, wherever a. conscious decision was

taken to increase training of blacks. Why is this significant?

The continuity of administrative machinery axd procedures between

colonial and post colonial regimes is perhaps the most 1mportant argument -

for questioning the orientation received by intellectuals 1f they are to_ '

contribute to change Admittedly, up to a point there is some routine in

_ bureaucratic, professional and technical activity wh1ch may be common to
- SN :
'different social systems. The same. cannot be said however about the

d1rection of . the programmes implemented or’ the translation of broad
' policy guidelines into -concrete goals or targets “Now, thlS ‘leads us/h

to a rather obvious observation, that is, that the.1ssue of - direction can

~

be conceived at two leveIS-- that of the functionaries in the selection

( . .
of. emphases in their work, and that of the regime laying out the. socio-
economic guldelines ~

The individual intellectual should not cop out by pleading
‘organisational constraints in contributing to change Real,as.these are

"in this region on account of_the 1nherited colonial bureaucratic,structures

s
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1

and capitalist policies, there are areas in which those conscious of the’

need to extend our'indépendence beyond the formal trappings. can operate

to some effect. _

~

While theré Has been geﬁer;lly-nb trainingvof‘intellectuals qua
intellectuals specificélly fof independence, fhe dehands of_meéhingfﬁl
AaeVelppment and prq3;ess1are underst§dd by many who identify with the
intereésts of wquersrand peasants and are not mesmerised by learned _
(técﬁniques and the certanityof‘réward from thg étatus-quo. Intgllectuals can
>Wideh the sgobe for change By, &nd amorig other things, figh;ing'fdr
dém??ratizdéioﬁ and demystificétion of their york;' This-is aAcrucial_step.
for éffectivenéséisiﬁce,,Sbjectively; thé principal forces mést‘_ o
affected-by the continuation of neo-cﬁionialism ére-the workers_énd .
. peaéants.‘;For; Wﬁiie intellecguals‘aré_well-placéd tovundérsﬁand thé
- workings of:neo-colbnialism'and capitalist expioitatioﬁ;jthey are
telat?vely wéil-off uhdér the preseﬁt order. in the cgse‘ofiZimbabwe, ‘
. the basié.f6f~this'was put>very peatly by'Brandrthgéz
- Alreédy, biacks wﬁo-haQe eﬁtéred ﬁéﬁagerial;v
professiénal, and hiéher administrative pésifioﬁé'
previ;usly'held by whites, have'aoné so on ;he.
.‘bigher (and undgr_thé former ci?pumstancé§5 often
-értificially.inflated) thté"saiary scales.
."Rﬁodésia has bequethed to Zimbabwe a highly
:a££tactiQé, if”distoftéd, set of'social ;;d 

economic structures and available living

~

S

standards, for those who have the opportunity and . -

the'deéife to pos#ess it. For the time;being, many
_of these structures appear necessary to maintain .
the level of nationdl production and to restore the .

country~to'much-needed social and.polipicél'stability'



i -

Once embraced, it nevertheless becomes much more
difficult to modify or transform these structures.
The danger is that the Zimbabwean leadership might

be possessed by them, trather than adapting them to
11

the needs of the people.
We should add in the context of our discussion that the difficulties for
individual intellectuals in fighting for revolutionary measures in their

spheres of work include, naturally, possible deprivation of this kind of
*‘J'-

v

"Security"-dnd con51gnment to the rank of the jobless or of those in

"African" jobs, like the workers.

Although the role.of intellectnals in-struggleslof_the working
people and in the class struggle in the ”Third‘World” is the subject of
other panels in this seminar, the importance of intellectuals for
independence demands furtner attention be paid to aspects of class
struggle. We note in particular'the need to go beyond struggles
‘:lihited to one's_ﬁork—plece to the wider world, as it were. This is not
to imply tnét there‘is no link>between stroggles that can legitinately be
yaged in thelﬁork-place and the btoader one for. changing a whole socio-
economic system. ' On the contrary, broad programmes and overall activity
‘for socio-econonic transformation must be informed by a close understand-
ing of contradicEions as the§ manifest themselves in various sectors on a
daily basis;. In other words, nothing short—of praxis, the combinetion of
theory and practice, will save theory from being so much liturgy and

-

practice from being tilting at windmills.

It is fitting that the topic given for this session requires
discussion in a regional context, given the cegional dimension of some N
' factors nilitating against the independence of Southiern African countries.
‘ Five of the six frontline states share a border either with the pr1n1C1pal

author of regional destabilization, South Africa, or South African-
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occupied'Namibia The "wider world“ for us.in Southern African countries,

thus 1nescapably includes the whole sub region as well as 1nd1v1dual "

countrles..,The enemy of progress in the. region, racist South Afrlca,'

" has continuOusly and inadvertently taught us the\necessity of-solidarity,

between our struggles,tO'retain some measure of independence.'

South African attacks on practlcally all the frontllne states-

N

_demonstrate the futllity of try1ng to remain aloof from the struggles -

in South Afr1ca and Nam1b1a.' Even 1f no direct help were given to

‘SWAPO and the ANC; the mere example of successful non-racist 1ndependent

Y .
'states near the borders of the racist and occupation regime would be

N

- - an example for South Africa which the racists would want to thwart, more ‘

so if the.policies successfully_pursued.were‘to be soc1al1st. It is the

view of‘thisipaper that Angola‘and Mozambidue have,”apart fromfbeingﬁ
';strateglcally placed for the ‘Southern Afr1can Development Coordinatlon )
| 7Conference (SADCC) reglon s communlcatlon poss1b111t1es w1th the outdside .
world, been pr1nc1pal targets of destab111zat10n for hav1ng dared to set -
fthe pace in attemptlng unambiguous moves towards socialist transformation
- South Africa correctly reasoned that avowed and genulne Marx1st Leninlst i
h-1n1t1at1ves would be considered legltimate targets by 1mper1allsm, led
. by the Un1ted States wh1ch has openly shown its- hand in Angola 1n-f '

:hsponsorlng the UNITA- bandits. f Thus although the apprec1at10n‘of the‘i';”_
: reglonal d1men51on of the struggle has grown in academia, may be as the

- result of the emergence of SADCC and the Preferentlal Trade Area (PTA)

St needs to be stressed over and above the merely funct1onal cooperatlon
< : .

‘beloved even of c1rclasopposed to lessened dependence on rac1st South

—

~

g'ATr1ca -Thislls ev1dently an area wheresintllectuals have an important~' s
role. However, like struggles at the work place, this is not enough to

_ defend whatever gains may be made“ Lasting answers belong in the sphere
hof organlsed politlcal practlce, W1th 1ntellectual 1n51ghts be1ng w1dely

. . ) . , . . . M P

3 . . . RN
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diffused so as to clérify what programmatic measures need to be taken.

. We began by pointing out the denial of edecétional opportuhities
to blacks under the racist and colonial tegimes in all the eountqies of
‘~Southerh Africa, and how this meant that the newly independent states
had to struggle to find eneugh high-1eVe1 professionel personnel, with
sometimes little choice onh the.political calibre of the candidates.

As it happens, substantial numbers of young.intellectuais were trained
either in socialist countries or iﬁ‘capitalist couritries of Europe where
eerious academic studies of socialism exist, or in some progressive posf-
ihdependenge African institutione; Theseiihtellectuals and others who
beceuse of theif essociation wiﬁh_liberation movements and popular
struggles haQe\tutofed thehselvee'in Marxist elassice} constitute a

body ef intellechals with actual or éetential socialist direction.
There is however a vast difference,between being able to handle

the_thebrx of Marxism-Leninsm and being a Marxist. Dréper pués this
' 12

succinctly when he draws the distinction between Marxism-ana Marxology.
Oné ievhot here tr&ihg to discpurage.acadeqie studyhof Marxiem.. On the
confrary, the ekposufe to the theoregicel/philosophical framework might
indeed sharpenwuﬁderstanding of thelcurfent conjuncture in our yegioh.

The poiht-is that what separates Marxists from Marxologists is that ;he
former hreat Marxiem as a living body of theory,:not only a philosophical .
'method but also- incerporatlng traditions of struggle and hence a gulde
to action. Practical answers are needed to” the political and other

problems of—develepment affectlhg the reglon._ Marxist-Leninist and

other progressive intelleetuals.shouldlaetihely assist in articulating

national and proletarian conscibusness, as well as fight for change.

L.

- Finally, we began hy'trying_to define‘intellectuals as a

- t

cetegory, and in the definition dsed in this papet no effort was -



1 -

hﬁadé at that-stage to describefihteilectuals as~a particularVinterest,
group; we limited ourselves‘to categorization-by levei of,educatton>or
. training. Although on aceount of their training all intellectuals
.have the potential to benefit1more than manual workers in capitalist '
-_ society, they are also ih this uhioue position that we have nonetheless called
a-whole series o£ seminars tovask them to contribute to struggle'against'
1mper1allsm and. dependent capitallsm This is the paradoh Amilcar
"-'Cabral had in m1nd when he said that intellectuals should ' comhit
suicide" as a;claSS in order for them to successfglly lead in'the

revolutionary process. In the‘contextAof the'problems oonfrohting'

the‘region; both;iﬁherited and arising from lack of political
direction,.suioide souhds a miid-aemand to make as it does‘not
netessarily'conhote physical_pain;\ In many respects, what is being
calied for is virtual harakiri, not merely theoretical commitmeht to
belng gradually phased out, but actively struggllng agalnst nepotlsm,
tr1bal1sm, and racism, eveh when it pays one's mortgage. What -

1ntellectuals have_missed out-on_by way.of political training for

independence they can learn in struggle as part of the people.

Summary and Conclusion

-The training of black intelleotuals-before.independenoe in the
‘countrles of Southern. Afrlca was limited by rac1st and colon1al pollcles
which whenever p0551b1e re11ed “on white 1mm1grant ahd,expatrlat skilled
worhers, _In_fact, the'training of Africahs was mostly undertakenjby
missionaries who.iniaddition;to pgshihg the gospei ihculoated"valueS’of
Western oqlture-and capitalist society. Avehues diduopen op more'towards
'the end of colon1al rule, but not enough to offset the p0351ble emigration
of wh1te skllled personnel opposed to maJorlty rule and ;ndependence At

‘ 1ndependence therefore Afrlcanlzation was the _operative word in most cases l

rather than any other con51derat1ons bevond those of techn1cal know -how. .. 'ﬁ



The absence of suétained political training,'excépt in Angola and Mozambique,
mirrored the level of'political development of the movements .that spearheaded
the struggle fér independence and which were themselves heterogeneous class
alliances without a gelled ﬁolitico-i@eological line for revolutionary |
tr;nsformation. While intellecuais in Southern Africa have had access to
Marxist and .other progressive political tendencies, they have been inhibited
"in their contributions by operating within nationalist and o;casionally
frankly neo-colonialist régimes. In the circumstances, multi-faceted
struggles are called for - at the work place involving demystification

and democratization of their professioﬁal wérk; and on a wider plane contri-
buting to organisafgons genuinély'committed to the interests of the workers .
and peasants. Both these lines of action will be opposed by impgrialiém-

and its_allies, but are inescapable for independence which will not only -
benefit the'majori£y but is.the only possible independence from inte?national
capital - the\establishment of'socialism. In most cases, this calls.for.

a measure of sacrife from progressive intellectuals. .

RN
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