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LITERACY and EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT LEVLiiLo IN PAKISTAN 

byNaushin Mahmood 

Education: i s recogn ized as a f a c t o r of prime 

importance in the development equation of an economy* The 

progress in education i s w ide l y valued because of the 

multiple functions of the formal and t e chn i ca l education. 

I t contributes greatly to the mental development of an 

individual and s c i e n t i f i c advancement of s o c i e t y » I t is 

generally noted that many deve lop ing countr i es l i k e I-akistan 

have high proportions of i l l i t e r a t e s whi le developed countr-

ies have most of their populat ion as l i t e r a t e . Various 

studies done so far prov ide an increas ing evidence that 

there is a Junctional r e l a t i o n s h i p between investment in 

the development of human resources through education and 

the rate of econo.n'.c development /~1,6 7- Hence the ro le 

of education as a necessary means of meeting the shortages 

of trained personnel and manpower requirements as we l l as 

a factor in increasing p r o d u c t i v i t y and economic growth 

rates, is of fundamental importance to d e v l o p i n r countries 

and has greatly re inforced the need f o r educat ional planning 

as an integral part of development plans /~~13 J . 

The educational progress of a country depends on 

a large variety of f ac to rs which are both quan t i t a t i v e and 



q u a l i t a t i v e in mature. Since education is a subjective 

phenomenon, i t i s d i f f i c u l t to measure i t s quality from 

aggregrate ea ta . r.owcver, the qual i ty of education,being 

an important aspect of educational progress, can best be 

ind ica ted by student- teacher r a t i o , the extent and leve ls 

of general .and voca t i ona l education, ava i lab i l i ty of edu-

ca t i ona l f a c i l i t i e s in r e l a t i o n to number of students 

enro l l ed , q u a l i f i c a t i o n and tra in ing of teachers,, wastage 

and dropout of students at primary levels and fa i lure rates. 

lAor example. a hi gh | c r c ent ag c ol children who f a i l to stay 

on a f t e r tho f i r s t or second year of schooling is- an indi-

cat ion of p >or qua l i t y of education. 

I r sp i t e of :.he re levance and important role of 

education i . the process of socio-economic development, a 

very l im i t ed work has been done to evaluate the educational 

progress in Pakis tan, ^ince the l i teracy f igures of 

three censuses in Pakistan are not d irect ly comparable, 

because of the d i f f e r e n c e s in the concept and def in i t ion 

of l i t e r a c y , i t i s d i f f i c u l t to measure the actual change 

occurcd over t ime. Jamila ^.khtar attempt.jd to compare- the 

1951 and 1961 census f i g u r e s by making certain adjustments 

in orcu r to measure the r e a l progress in l i teracy during 

that decade 1 __/. L . S . J i l l a n i also made a similar attempt 

f o r the 1951 and 1961 census f i gures £~ 2 _J. Yet the 

problems assoc ia ted wi th improving l i teracy and education 

l e v e l s have not "been explored su f f i c i en t l y to provi,: . basis \ 
f o r p o l i c y formulat ion and planning. 



Objectives of the btudy 

An att jiu_ t las been mace in the present study 

to assess the l i teracy status of tho country quant i tat ive ly , , 

The qualitative aspects of education which are equa l ly 

important for educational dov lopmont sha l l be studied 

in a subsequent paper, -ho purpose of t h i s study i s to 

review the educational progress on the basis of the number 

of l i t e ra te and i l l i t rate persons, l e v e l s of education 

attained and the extent of p a r t i c i p a t i o n of ch i ldren in 

educational inst i tut ions. Apart from est imat ing the l i t e r -

acy rates as an index of educat ional progress oftihe country, 

the main ob̂ j jct ive of the pop- r i s to i d e n t i f y problems 

inherent in l;ho educational s t ructure such as urban-rural 

imbalances, i i spar i t ies by age and s>.x in educat ional l e v Is 

attained and poor quality of educat ional standards. To 

achieve this end, an attempt has been made to ane"\ysc the 

l i t eracy and education s t a t i s t i c s as provided in the t h r o e 

censuses. The broad obj c t i v e of the study are ou t l ined below 

"i" To point out th.; d i f f e r e n c e s in tho conceptual 

def init ions of l i t e r a c y in th„ t h r e e censuses of 

1951, 1961 and 1972. 

: 0 To undertake comparison of l i t e r a c y rates, according 

to changing d e f i n i t i o n s of l i t e r a c y over d i f f e r e n t 

census years. 



3. To cxamin- the urban-rural and male-female 

d i s p a r i t i e s in l i t e r a c y rates and measure the 

progress achieved ov r time. 

' . To estimat the progress t d i f ferent levels 

of education by ag^ and sex in rub an and rural 

areaso 

5o To und r take co parison of enrolment ratios and 

m asure th . non-schooling gaps. 

6. To examine•the d is t r ibut ion of students by age, 

s x and l e v e l s of education and estimate the 

g rade - re t en t i on or dropout rates which indicate 

t. .. magnitude of wastage in school education. 

Data .o\ -re ,.s 

The d ' t . us .d are takv..n from the three censuses 

of 1951, 1961 and 1972. As the 1972 census information avail 

able on l i t racy and education i s limited to the number of 

l i t e r a t e s and i l l i t e r a t e s in urban and rural areas, more 

d e t a i l e d informat ion obtained in the Housing, Economic and 

•'emogra; hie (uL.'i) Airv.y o f 1973 (being undertaken to supple 

mont the in format ion of the 1972 census ) has been used in 

the ana l y s i s . In or ,r t o t race the changing trends in 

l i t e r a c y r a t e s , data f r o labour Eorce Surveys of Pakistan 

f o r 1968-69, 1971-72 and 197 i ;-75 have also been us.e in the 

present analj^sis. 



j e f in i t i ons _oi _Lit 

I t has been rioted, that t h , d e f i n i t i o n of l i t rac j 

var i .s from country to country and from census to census 

within each country. Uso there are d i f f e r e n c e s in the 

def init ions of l i teracy in th surv ys on education and 

l i t - racy . Thus, dif . f icu.lt i .3 -.re i n v o l v d in the i n t e r -

national as well as in t ranat iona l comparisons of such data 

For purposes of int . n a t i o n a l comparison, the UNESCO 

C >mmitt..e in 1 9 5 1 r ..Com™ .nd :d a uniform c r i t e r i o n of l i t e r 

in t.rms of the " ab i l i t y both to read wi th understanding 

end to writ r. short statement on everyday l i f o in any 

language". I urth .rmore, a person capabl of reading on ly , 

or capable of reading; or w r i t i n g f i g u r e s and h is own name 

only, should be considered i l l i t e r a t e 17 _7• 

I f data on l i t e r a c y and education are gathered 

to be ut i l i zed for policy-making purposes in terms of 

setting up plans for economic and s o c i a l development in 

general and educational plans in p r t i c u l a r , they should 

provide information not on the mere • b i l i t y to read aid 

write with understanding but a lso on such l e v I s and s k i l l ! 

which enable a person to func t i on o f f e c t i v . ly in community 

l i f e . In 1961, the Ufe.CO Committee of Experts dev ised a 

n w def init ion of l i t e racy by r .commending that " a person 

is l i t e rate when he h-.s acquired the. - s s e a t i a l knowledge 



and s k i l l which enab'. s him to engage in a l l those a c t i v i -

t i e s in which l i t racy i s required f o r e f f e c t i v e functioning 

in h is group or community, and whose attainment in reading 

wr i t ing and i r t ihmot ic make i t poss ib l f o r him to continue? 

to use t os - s k i l l s towards his own and community's develop1 

merit.1 - J Viewed from' th i s angle , the committee recomm-

ended th-.t data on l i t ,racy and education should be co l l cd t ' 

f o r a l l persons f i f t e e n years of age and ov,.r„ 

The d e f i n i t i o n of l i t e r a c y as used in d i f f e r e n t 

censuses and surveys in Pakistan also var i ed which l i m i t s 

the scope o ' comparison. In order to have a meaningful com-" 

pari son U± noaai ; ,/ x liiio e> v v. 'C-'j-tue , 'j-'̂  tuiu" 

point out t l© differences in the d f i n i t i o n s and concept of 

l i t e r a c y us d i n the throe censuses of Pakistan. According 

to the 1951 census, parsons d. f i ned l i t e r a t e s were those • 

" who could read a c l e jqp pr in t in any language"/ - 4 _7..ThuSj 

persons who cculd read only the Holy euran in Arabic (.the 

ma jor i t y of porul^t ion being I uslim in Pakistan ) were con-

s idered as l i t e r a t e s in the 1951 census. In 1961, such 

persons were not c l a s s i f i e d -s literates unless they could| 

read ray language with understanding. Thus ' l i t e r a c y ' as 

de f ined i:> th 1961 census included "those persons who w~r. 

able to read a simple l e t t e r or a short s t a t era nt on every-

d * j l i f e in any language with understanding*. 5 _7° Thi: 
_ 

* de f in i t i on agreed upon by :h U1JSGO Committer .of - x p . r 
on l i t e r a c y in i t s m, t ing in Pa r i s in Jun , 196L. 



d f i o i t i o o i .clud d t os. •> rsons as l i t - ra tes who h\d both 

th a b i l i t y to read .d " T i t , and the a b i l i t y to road o r l y 

v.iith understanding. 5?iio 1972 Ce-asus widv a not b io improva-

h nt in thi d e f i n i t i o n of l i t - r .cy and c lassed those persons 

as l i t ra tes "who had th b i l i t y to r. ad with understanding 

and to w r i t e " 6 _7 . 'Che same c r i t eioo was used to c o l l e c t 

information f o r 11.J surv .y of 1973- - h i s d e f i n i t i o n impl i . , 

the completion of • few y .rs of school ing which would on able, 

a person to r.,ad as we l l as w r i t e , so data on l i t racy were 

c o l l e c t e d f o r persons 10 y c r s -nd ov . r both in the 1972 

census and the i:ED survey of 1973. • 

A anore meaningful and r J f i l l e d form of l i t e r a c y i s 

the ' f unc t i ona l l i t e r a t e y ' , which may be de f ined in terms of 

p ro f inc i oncy . in re .ding, w r i t i n g nd ar i thmet i c . Jamila Akht-

in an c u r l i e r study oa L i t .r ic-,' and education a p p l i e d the 

c r i t e r i o n of funct ion .1 l i t r icy to est imate the l i t e r a c y 

l e v e l s in Pakistan by excluding a l l l i t e r a t e s with l e ss than 

f i v e years of school ing from the t o t 1 l i t e r -.tes / " 1 __/« 

Ind'e d, she has questioned w h e t h e r thos- with two or three 

y- r s of school ing should b . included among func t i ona l l i t -

e ra tes because chi ldr . . in the i n i t i a l y. rs of school ing 

are c n f i r ° " to the l earn ing of f i g u r e s and s p e c i f i c t ex t 

books with l i t t l e developments of s k i l l s in reading and 

v r i t i n g in genera l . I ore-over, ch i ldren with two or. three yoni 

of schooling ar. l i k e l y to lose t h e i r p r o f i c i e n c y with the 

lapse of t i „ ,p r t i c u l a r l y i f they had no occasion to use or 

improve these s k i l l s . 



A rev iew of the oper .tional definit ions of l i t e r -

acy r .vt' I s that in 1951 n number of persons able to read 

only without undorst nding we-re c lass i f i ed "s l i t e ra tes . 

T h e s e included a numb-.r of children in e r ly years of schoo 

who could r . ad some short 'sentences and a&ultis who could 

s p e l l the nam J of a shop or rc ad a cirnaia poster, iven sign 

a name was suff ice. .ait to c l a r i f y ~ person as l i t e ra t e . Keep: 

these conceptual d i f f e r e n c e s in view, the l i teracy f igures • 

1951 arc not comparable with thos j of 1961 even by the addi 

of those who could re d only th Holy Quran without underst 

ing to the 1961 l i t e r a t e s . I f viewed froro the perspective 0 

i n t e rna t i ona l standard, more than 50 percent of the l i t e rat 

as d e f i n . d in 1951 c asus of i akistan would be i l l i t e r a t e " 

many p rsons q u a l i f i . d "S l i t e r tes in 1961 census would be 

s c m i - l i t : r a t > s in th . yes of th'. UNESCO recommendations. I: 

f a c t , the 1972 and 1973 d ta on literacy, are more close to 

international st audardo -s they pert-in to the aspect of um 

standing in re .ding ud w r i t i n g . 

LIlhaliACY LHVEL5 

1 ) l i t e r a c y Rat^S Based on 1951 Definit ion: 

B .s. d on th. d e f i n i t i o n cf 1951 c;nsus, the liter-

acy r- ' tv in Pakistan ( f o rmer l y West Pakistan) was 18.9 P rc 

f o r popu la t i on ag d 5- nd-over while i t was 16.3 percent 

x c o r d i n g to th.. 1961 c r i t r i on of l i teracy , jut two of the; 

r ' t ^ s -.re net d r c t l y cowp-r ble b cause of the d i f f renco: 



in the d f i " i t ions of l i t r- cy . In ord r to make these 

r - t . s c ip-rible, on. id y lo k t these f i g u r e s from the 

1951 cr i ter ion of l i teracy by inc luding the number of 

only the Holy ^ur~n ke \ders t o th.' 1.961 group of l i t e r a t e s , 

the '.umbers of which have been g i ven s...pr t e l y in th,.: 1961 

c.nsus. By doing th-t the number of l i t e r a t e s i s r a i s ed 

from 5.4 mill ion to 9.3 mi l l i on ,nd the l i e , a - cy percent "go 

from 16.3 to 28.2 in 1961, showing an inc ro - se of 1: ea r l y 

9 percent over th. 1951 l e v e l of l i t e r a c y . But i t must be 

born- in mind tfcrt the minimum q u a l i f i c a t i o n of l i t e r a c y 

according to the- 1951 c r i t e r i on i s equal to i l l i t e r a c y in 

terms of th current iriti rn i t ion- 1 st ndards of educat ion. 

Thus l i teracy to be viewed frem the 1951 c r i t .rion i s a 

very crude andmeaningless way to m- ke a comp r i son between 

the two Census f i g u r e s . 

i i ) L i t .r; cy Rates .Based" on ,19,61 Be f in i t ion: 

The other possible and more meaningful way to make, 

a comparison between 1951 "nd 1961 l i t e r a c y r tes the 1961 

cr i ter ion of l i t : r \cy which h s th- aspect of 'understanding' 

ie i t s e l f , bnfortu : te ly , the number of those who could read 

without u derstending but were c lassed as l i t e r t e s in 1951, 

can not b separated from thos . who could ro^.d with under-

star ding. Thus, i t is not poso ib l to exclude the re dors 

without uiiderst e.ding from th.' t o t a l l i t e r " t es of 1951 so 

that the remainder ( bio to road with understanding ) could 



he compared with the 1961 l i t e r a t e s . However, i f we assume 

that the ma jo r i t y of the Holy t^uran readers as reported in 

1951 census could read i t 'without understanding', we can 

Bake 1951 roughly comparable with 1961 by' excluding the num-
2 

ber of the II0I7/ Quran readers from the 1951 l i terate group. 

By doing tha t , the l i t e r a c y percentage in 1951' declines to ; 

6.7 f o r population 5 and over which is about 12 percentage 

points lower than the o r i g i n a l l i t e racy level of 1951'- Hut 

this method of adjustment a lso have some flaws f i r s t l y 

because the persons reported as only the Holy Quran readers 

in 1951 could also consist of those who were able to read wit 

understanding and secondly the remaining persons who are 

assumed, to be able to read with understanding may include 

some who do not have the s k i l l or proficiency in reading. 
i i i ) L i t e racy Hates Based on 1972 Definition: 

• v i i 

The third and the most appropriate way to have 

a comparison between 1951 and figures is to see 

those number of persons who are able to read and write in 

order to make them comparable to the 1972 level of l i teracy 

which i s c l ose r to the current international standards of 

l i t e r a c y . The 1951 census does not give seperate infor-

mation f o r those who are able to read and write while the 

1961 census has such informat ion. In order to 

2. The approximate number of only the Holy Quran readers as 
reported in the -i'951 census i s 3.3 'millien out of the tot 
l i t e r a t e s of 5.1 m i l l i o n , oce census of Pakistan 1951, 
Vo l . I , Table 8. A. 



-coust 1951 with the 197- c r i t e r i e . . o f l i t o rnoy^ tho number 

1 fern 11;.- -due t ,d r s ns in 1951 ( f o r populat ion 10 .nd 

V v r . ) ".rv onko. ŝ tct^.l l i t r tos uader the ssurpt ion of 
•7. 

o i l i t y t . ro.d r.d writ-.." According to t h i s -method of 
A . 

adjustment, th- 1951 l i teracy r t . c "uos t o 13°2 porcont 'S 
to . 

compared 14.4 .n.rco.t in 1961 "ud 21.7 percent in 19?2. Tho 
f o r 

. I ts of tile c "earison of l i t e r cy r t ad justed/tares 

d i f ferent d e f i n i t i o n s o f l i t e r - c y have b e e n sh wn in t - b i d . 

Table 1 indicates th t iccording to the 1972 d o f i -

i t i . 1, l i teracy r tes in i--kistan get r - i s . u from 13.2 pe r -

Ce: t in 1951 to 21.7 eerc 1njn. 1972 f o r popul t i o n 10 -nd 

v . r . Though there is gradual improvement in the love . ls n 

of l i t r cy overtime, but s t i l l mene than th r e e - f ou r ths of 

the • popul t i . i s i l l i t rate i. i 1972. The s i t u a t i .11 i s mere 

acute in case of fen les wû  h ve shown an improvement of 

.nly 3 percentage-points ' v^r 1 per iod of "bout 21 years , 

shewing tho l i t r^.cy p r c e i r t g e a s 8 . 6 i o 1951 a g a i n s t 1 1 . 6 

ir. 1972 fr-.r population 10 end ove r . 

In .rder t . h ve a d e t a i l e d p i c tu re of th- ch .aging 

t r e d s in l i t e r cy, d 'ta f r n the L-b ur Force Purveys f o r 

the ye rs 1960-69,1971-72, 1974-75 "-d the HED survey of 1973 

h-.ve been c op r d with the census f i g u r e s of 1961 nd 1972. 

The l i teracy rates of the Lab' ur Force burvoys (LPC)arc 

3. The number of educated persons in 1951 f o r populat ion 10 
and over i s 300 1976 reported in the 1961 census of Pakistan 
oee, census of Pakistan, 1961. Vo l . I . Table 29. P. IV-89. 



cc.nparab.lo with the census f i gures because the minimum 

. q u a l i f i c t inn to be p^rsi es dof i i : d as classed :.s l i t e ra te 

in the LF3 i s " the a b i l i t y to read with understanding" 

10,11,12 J . T^ble I I g i v es the l i teracy r-tes by sex 

in urban and rur-1 are s cf .Pakistan fc r the years 1961, 

1968-69, 1917-72, 1973 and 1974-75. Table I I J dic -tes that 

there has been a gradual • nd a consistent incr-.as : in the 

l e v e l s -f l i t - , r cy since 1961 as i t incre ased fror 18.4 per-

cent to 26.6 percent in 1974-75= The l i teracy r te in rural 

areas f o r 1974-75 i s somewhat lower than that of 1973 which 

can bo a t t r i bu ted to r epo r t ing , coverage, sampling and non-

sampling e r rors in the data. 

•In rev iewing the o ve r -a l l l i t e r .cy r -tes of Pak-

i s t n , i t w uld b. .i: t e rcs t in f t< : r t , that there is a dis-

c r e p a cy in the l i t . r - . c y r tes r.f 1972 Census a i d the HED 

survey ->f 1973 which was undertaken to supplement the infor-

nat i n of the 1972 census. The 1972 l i teracy figures a.rG 

s. 1 ewh-.t n the 1 'we.r s ide which n .y be due to
1

 .an. underesti-

rcati n ±: the 1972 c e sus. A c nparative be k at the l i t e r ic. 

r t es over d i f f e r e n t y c r s ( t ble I I ) suggests that the 1973 

f i gures sh uld be give;. 1. re weight f i r s t l y bocmso they arc-

very c l se and m. st c par ble t the 1974-75 r-tcs f liter-

cy • nd sec d ly b c use the 1972 rate f l i teracy is even 

lower thaa th t • f thv Lab ur e rce survey ef 1971-72. This 

means that there i s \ p o s s i b i l i t y f ...ithe-r Urdorestimati n 

•f l i t "rat^S - r the - vs r - e s t i e at i n f the corresp .ding 
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populati in tho 1972 c n.su's. But the problem s t i l l needs 

t be c l . r i f i . : nd ioveStig' ted f o r t ' r . When wc 1- k at 

the l i t e r c;-T t,.s of ar.&S "tea fori r e s i- T .bios 1 o.d I I , 

We fi..d th .t ;; -1 ;s sh w v. i " pr vi.m- at f "b • ut 25 P - rc nit ag 

p ints f r i! 1951 t 1974-75 whil , fo. al; l i t e r a c y l e v e l g t 

r iseo f r m 8 percent t p. re. t f. r p puloo i .1 10 a:id 

v r , " ch ngc f nly 5 p.rca • .t ag. «j: i t s ever the S'-.ic 

Peri d. .hie nc .s th .t th i:-.crease in r. l e l i t e r a c y i s 

ab ut f i v e t i e-s gr ter the th t f f e r r i e s Ver a p e r i d 

of 25 years. This no;, be at t r ibuted t the s c i o - c u l t u r a l 

n rrs "od prejudices -g ii.st f o r a l o oduc t i n and suggests 

the T-eed t ll? Ve D e eduC'ti . 1 f OC i l i t i eS as Wel l as 

adult l i teracy pr pr e s f r f a l e s i i . rura l .reas where 

about tw- -thirds f the t t .1 p pu l a t i n f Pakistan i s 

l i v ing . 

Literacy _ tes by jv&v. -lire uj)s 

The 1951 and 1961 Census c< l l e c t e d data en l i t e r -

acy f op pers • ;,s aged 5 "ad - v. r when the c r i t e r i o n o f ' r e adi 

nly 1 w°s confined t tho cc v.Cept f l i t e r cy . The 1972 con 

sus od HBO survey of 1973 c l l e c t e d such i ,f< r o n t i - n f r 

popul i t i n aged 10 uad v r when the e r i t o . r i n f w r i t i n g 

.Is was added to the de f i i . i t i- n f l i t e r a c y . The minimum 

;e f 10 ye rs f r l i t r t . s in 1972 was used pr bably f r 

the reas n that s a . children in the age-graup of 5-9 are 

i.. the i i t i a l years f sch- l i n g "-ad aro at t h . bare minima 



l o v o l s . f l earn ing f r n s p e c i f i c text "becks with l i t t l e 

developments pf s k i l l s ia reading aid writing particularly: 

in ru ra l areas where many children enter schorls at ages 

1 ; t e r than f i v e years . T ' b l e J shews the l i teracy levels 

by age in urb en and ru ra l ar^as of Pakistan. In 1961, l i -

t e racy l e v e l s by age ranged f r n 7.8 percent in 5-9 age 

group t:> 28.2 percent in the next age gr.'up cf 10-14 and 

the ' ther ages f a l l i n g in .between, while the highest l i -

t e racy percentage in 1975 was 59.3 in the age-gr-'-up rf 10-

and the lowest f o r ages 25 and over (Table-' 3)'. 

One f the important features to be noted in the 

age - spec i f i c ' " - l i t e racy ra t es i s the lowest l i t e racy level i 

the ige gr up ' f 5-9 i 1961. Similar dif ferences occur in 

urban and rura l are 1 s a I s . . These. l rw l i teracy rates in 

the primary school g; ing ages . (5-9 ) suggest that educ-tih. 

• f th© ch i ldren gener i l l y tin c-s- n t begin" at the usual sch 

entering age cf 5 years cr there are great attr i t ions in 

e.nr ' l ean ts in the f i r s t tw. r three years' < f sehe.- l ing 

which sha l l be discussed i n - a subsequent section of the 

paper. I t als.' p r i n t s t the fact that a child P e s not 

become l i t e r a t e in the sense of being able to read with un-

derstanding r w r i t e in the i n i t i a l years of sch- l ing . 

The l i t e r a c y percent .ge i s the highest in the 1C-

age gr up i n 1961 and 1973 and in 15-19 age gr-Up i.. 1972, 

much ab aTc- the t t a l l i t e r a c y rate. Literacy levels appear 

to decrease gradua l l y at ages higher than 20 years which 



p ints t wards the Lwer emphasis giver, to education in the 

Dast 20 years r s . I t w -uld have been use fu l t break the 

1 st age gr up f 25 and vcr with a l i t e r a c y rate, " f 15-5 

perce.it in 1961, 1?.3 ia 1972 and 10.7 in 1973 in order t o 

sec the patter < f decline in l i t e r acy at h igher ages, hrc 

due t' the l imit .ti n < f d-t- , the age-wise comparison i s 

restr icted up t ages 25 and b v e . 

Table 3 " Is i n d i e ' t e s th 1 1 in each -ge gr^up male 

sh.w a higher percentage -f l i t e r cy than f emales . The large 

discrepancies are in the age-tar-up 15-19 and 20-24 yea r s . 

These ages are normally the per iod <-f c l i e g e and un i v e r s i t y 

educ"ti:n and females are in a small p ropor t i on at t h i s l e v e l 

cf education'with Very lew l i t e r a c y ra t es in these ages. 

Q-np' nent \£ Inf rnal Educati n in Fakistan 

One imp- rtant f e ture of the l i t e r a c y s t a t i s t i c s 

in Pakistan is large size nf the i n f o rma l l y educated persons 

in the t ' t ' l l i t e ra t e group. In 1961, there were 5,74,256 

such pers ns constituting ^b ut 11 percent • f male and 20 

percent of female l i t e r a t e gr up. In 1973, the component of 

inf rnally educated pers ns i s very small in c mparison t 

t int in 1961. About 1.5 percent f the t ' t - 1 l i t e r a t e s are 

informally educated in 1973, 1.1 percent ~f male aid 2.9 

percent f female l i t e r a t e p< p u l a t i n . 4 The e f f - r t s t : learn 

4° I'he 1972 census data da n t pr v ide the number f in fe rno 
educated oers ns seperate ly . 



reading and wr i t i ng with nt formal arrangements is a great-, 

achievement but the q u a l i t y -«nd leve l < f perf rnance in si 

cases may bo d ub t fu l and subject t:. a greater bias than t-

e x i s t i n g in the f< rna l sch" l ing . Because many of th se w! 

had l ea rn t t read s me simple phrases were l ike ly t; rep 

themselves as l i t e r a t e s . This is evident f r : o the 1961 c r-

p nent of i n f o rma l l y educated pers ns particularly in cast 

i f f ema les . This percentage declines in 1973 pre bnbly bee: 

f the improvement in the de f in i t i on of l i teracy . I f the 
/ 

l i t e r a t e s w i th ut formal sell ' l ing are eieluded from the * 

t o t a l l i t e r a t e gr up, the l i t e racy rate declines to 16.3 i . 

10>4 in 1961 (a d i f f e r e n c e f 2.1 percent ) and fren 26.7-

26.3 in 1973 O- d i f f e r e n c e < f ..nly 0.4 percent ) f r popul 

'10 and . .ver. 

Age and sex s p e c i f i c l i teracy rates are part raj 

g r aph i ca l l y in f i g u r e s 1 which shews clearly that the co>. 

p. no: it f in f rm r l l y educated is much less in 1973 as c oj 

t. 1961 which > ay be due t- inprcvement in the de f i n i t i on 

l i t e r a r y in 1973. 

Urb an-Rura1 D i f f e r e n t i a l s in _Literacy 

The 1961 census data sh w that ab:ut 22 percent 

f the populat ion l i v i n g in urban areas has a l i teracy rat 

f 33.0 percent whi le the rural pepulati.-n being 78 percer.-

.•f the t o t a l p ' p u l a t i n has cnly 10.9 percent as l i teratef 

f e r p p u l a t i n 5 "nd v e r . The urb^n-rural d i f f e rent ia l s i 





l i t e r cy rates are re c nrpicu us ae? ng f emales . For males 

the l i teracy percentage*is 42.2 in urban areas against 17.5 

percent ir. rural areas. F: r fenales the c r r esp nding percen-

tages range frcb 21.2 in urban localities tc c i l ly 3.2 in rural 

areas f r p pu l ' t i n 5 and v e r . 

car.eful 1. k at the l i t e r a c y r- t e s in table 3 %% 

r ini;s ut the fact that fen l e l i t e r a c y r t e in urb a areas 

is ab ut six tine? higher than rura l l i t e r a c y r - t e in.1961 as 

well as in 1972 ( 23.3 against 3.6 in 1961 and 30.9 ag. inst 

4.7 in 1972 ) and ab ut f i v e time g rea te r in 1973 (32.5 against 

6.0 ) f r population 10 and e v e r , meile l i t e r a c y rcytes -also 

have similar clifferev.tir I s but t a l e s s e r ex t en t . The widest 

urban-rural d i f f e r en t i a l s are in the ages f 20. years and 

ab ve .for . ales whereas females have the 1 ergest . disparity in 
age group of 10-14 and 15-19 yea r s . This means that 

the/;-ales have sh am on i rpr- vement in l i t e r a c y in recent years 

while fee vies s t i l l lag behind p a r t i c u l a r l y in rura l areas. 

The 1 w pace f progress in female l i t e r a c y in rura l areas 

hrs resulted in enlarging the• urbantrural d i f f e r e n t i a l s . The 

higher percentage f l i t e r a c y ..'irvurban areas 'bay be attributed 

t the existence f re and b e t t e r educat ional f a c i l i t i e s and 

the usual tendency f rura l moles t-r migrate to c i t i e s .and 

t wns for educati nal pursui ts m-s t l y bey- nd the sec ndary 

level of education. 

Anther aspect r f u rb 'n - ru ra l l i t e r a c y rates is the 
• ,. and 

large discrepancy between totalyforsrai- literates. I t is observed 



from the data that the disparity between tota l and f - rue.! 

l i t e r i tes i s o i r st. g lor ing , in rural areas in 1961. which r; 

v ea l s the f - c t t h - t r my pers ns reported thenselves as 

l i t e r a t e s whc had: .'never been .to sch -1 and oust have leai 

reading or w r i t i n g w i th . the i r rwn e f f o r ts at hone. This 

f a c t i s more b v i u s in case of females. The reporting or— 

q u a l i t y r f educati . n of such l i t e rates is dubious. Figure 

c l e a r l y sh< ws the gaps between tota l and formal l iterates 

at each age gr up in urban and rural areas f :r the year 1— 

Out of the t t a l l i t e r a t e s , the component of informally c 

i s 2 . 2 percent f o r urban areas against 11.8 percent far r 

areas in 1961. The respect ive percentages for 1973 ^ e 0.— 

and 1 - 5 . 

LITERACY IVY_ EDUCATIONAL LEVELS 

The discussion ob ut the f roal schooling, in th\ 

p r e v i us s e c t i n prov ides b^.sis f r analysing the number \ 
\ 

f f rna l l i t e r a t e s at d i f f e r en t levels f educati n in ^ 

I okistan wh hove been attending educ~ti nal inst i tut i ns ^ 
" 9 r e g u l a r l y and a I s - have attained a certain kind r r level > 

v j 

f educat i n. L i t e r a c y rates by educati nal levels pro-

v i d « bas is f r making the rr st direct c mporis-ns by age * 

and sex ver t ime. 
y! i . 

The 1951 census asked questi 11s - n total number*?" 

years in sch c 1 and c. r p l e t e leve l cf oduc t i n withrut 

r e f e r e n c e tc the f i e l d - I education. Levels of educati n / 





- : 1 9 s -

v;ore rec rded i n t e i ' s f c 'i.-luted l e v e l s of primary, 

addle^ natr iculat i 'n , degree and higher degree . The 

1961 census -nd the 1973 survey hade, nil i r p r vonent in • 

the data because the quest i ns •• n current school at ten-

dance' and c plot, d educati n were extended t the f i e l d 

•f specialized educati n as w e l l . " The in f rna t i n on 

c t pieted leve ls f educ-t i ri i s g iven by the h ighest 

grade passed in general and s p e c i a l i z e d education and 

these impr venents enhance the u t i l i t y • f the data great ly . 

The nain di f ference between 1961 end 1973 data by edu-

cati nal levels attained l i e s in the c l a s s i f i c a t i - n of 

general and specialized educat i -n . The IIED survey of 1973 

has c lassi f ied" a l l the Master degree h lde rs in specia l ized 

education while the 1961 census has repor ted such persons 

in general educati'n. 

Table 4- sh ws the- numerical and percentage d i s t r i -

buti'n f educated pers ns ( l i t e r a t e persons who have 

acquired f rmal educati n and have passed at l e a s t grade 

I at sch Is ) f c r population 10 years and ab ' ve in 1951 

1961 and 1973. This w uld p- s s i b l y g i v e en-- ugh in f rmati'n 

ab ut the extent and d i r e c t i n c f educat ional pr gross 

achieved during the l o s t tw decades. 

The 1972 census has net ye t r e l eased data n educational 
leve ls , s the comparison w i l l be based on 1961 census and 
the HED survey of 1973. 



Table 4 ind ica tes that the pr. gress in educati 

i s enccuraging up t sec ndary leve l f education which c 

the R idd le and Matr ic l e v e l < f educ^ti- n. The biggest ch-

has ccured in the l i t e r a t e s with 'primary and middle gr-

where the percentage f l i t e ra tes f- r p< pulati n 10 and a' 

increased f r o 10.9 in 1951 ti 20.3 in 1973 for males and 

fr^m 4 .2 t ' 7.0 f; r females. The progress in education at 

Metr ic and Intermediate l eve l of educati n is als enc ur 

aging where the percentage of educated persons has risen : 

1.6 in 1951 to 8.7 in 1973 fc.r males and f r m 0.4 to 2.9 : 

females (popu la t ion 10 and above). The overal l progress ii 

educati. nal l e v e l s a t ta ined shows "that in 1951» ab- ut 90 

percent c f tc t a l educ.oted pers ns" have progressed up 

to primary and middle l e v e l , ab ut 8 percent f a l l under ti 

categr r y of belt w degree leve l and only 2.0 percent have 

a t ta ined the degree and the higher degree l eve l . The situ' 

d< os n t seen to impr ve much in 1961 except at the Matri-

cu l a t i on and Intermediate leve l of education where about 1 

percent o f the t o t a l educated hove attained this l eve l . 'It 

1973 survey data sh w a s igni f icant ir.pr vement at the Mat 

and Intermediate l e v e l and a sl ight improvement at the deg 

and ab ve ' , l e v e l . Per example, about 23 percent of the tot 

educated have progressed up t: llatric and Intermediate lev 

of education and ab ut 4 percent at the degree and above I 

This improvement may be attributed t the ava i lab i l i ty of 

b e t t e r educati nal f a c i l i t i e s beynd Matric leve l in urban 



But in spite of that cha: ge , about 74 percent of the t o t a l 

educated h ve progressed unto the primary and middle l e ve l 

of education in 1973. 

In or er to have a det i l e d look at the proportion 

of degree holders in t o t a l populat ion, Table 5 g i v e s the 

absolute number of l i t e r a t e s at ma t r i cu l a t i on , degree and 

hi Tier gree leve l of education f o r the year 195*1, 1961 

and 1973 and their percentage increase during the -two decades, 

vhe.'.e estimates suggest that females h ve shown a greater 

percentage increase at the degree and higher degree l eve l s 

than males during 1961-1973•> 

Disparities., in ha le - . emale - .< hacational L e ve l sr:. 

Numerically, the t o t - 1 educated females are about 

one-fourth of the to ta l male l i t e r a t e s in 1961 and about 

one-third in 1973 Table 6 shows the number of 

educated rales nd females' at var ious educat ional l e v e l s 

and females as percent of male l i t e r a t e s . In. education 

"Blow Irinary..Level " , there are only 27 females f o r 100 

males in 1961 and 32 in the year 1973- I .a l e - f emale d i s -

parity increase further at higher educat ional l e v e l s but 

the 197" data show an improvement in the propor t ion of f e -

males as percent of male l i t e r a t e s almost at a l l l e v e l s of 

education. ?or example, there are only 14 females per 100 

r.a.es in 1961 for ' ha t r i cu l a t i on leve l . ' and they increased 

to about 23 in 1973. - or Intermediate l e v e l , t h i s percentage 



increased from 17.8 in 1961 to 37. : in 1973- Even at the 

'degree and above' l e v e l s , females have shown an apprecia' 

increase as th i s r a t i o increased from 12.7 percent in 19c 

to 24.2 percent in 1973. 

jduc_at_ioro 1- -Levels by_ Age and oex: 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of l i t erates .by age and educa-

t i o n a l l e v e l s ( t a b l e s 7a and 7h ) shows that the highest 

number and percentage of l i t erates who have completed the 

'Below Primary Grades 1 are in the age group of 10-14 and 

those wi th t.ie completed grades of primary and Middle fal 

in the age group of 15-19 both in 1961 and 1973. A compar 

between the '961 and 1973 l i terates by age and educationa 

l e v e l s indie Ates an improvement at T atriculation and abOY 

l e v e l s almost in a l l '-age groups. This situation is encour 

ing in case of females '-ho show a signif icant progress at 

Mat r i cu la t i on and Intermediate leve l of education from 19 

to 1973. A s f o r the 'degree and above' education, about 1 

percent Of toe t o t a l female l i t e ra tes have progressed up ' 

t h i s l e v e l in 197'3 aga inst only 3 percent in 1961 in the 

age grouo of 20-24 years , nor "Matriculation and Interned: 

l e v e l s , about 29 percent of tota l female l i t e ra tes have c 

p i e ted th i s l e v e l in 1973 against 11.6 percent in 1961 is 

the age-group of 15-19 years and. 35.4 percent against 17. 

percent in the age-group of 20-24 years. This means that -



have progressed much at the N a t r i c and In te rmed ia te l e v e l 

a ost in a l l age groups, ha l e s have a l s o shown progress 

in the same direction 'out t o a l e s s e r ex t en t , lut on the 

vhole, more than 50 p r ccn t of the t o t a l l i t e r a t e s have 

rcached only the primary and middle l e v e l of educat ion almost 

in a l l age-groups both in 1961 and 1973-

Urban-Rural D ispar i t i e s , i n Educat ional L e v e l s : 

The 1961 census does not p rov ide data on educa-

tional leve ls attained f o r urban and ru ra l popu la t i on while 

the 1973 survey data g i v e such in f o rmat i on . Tab les 8a and 

8b give the distr ibut ion of l i t e r a t e s by age, sex and edu-

cational leve ls attained in Urband and Rural areas of Pak-

istan for 1973 only. I t i s obvious from the t a b l e tha t there 

are large urban-rural d i f f e r e n t i a l s almost at a l l l e v e l s of 

education by age p a r t i c u l a r l y in case of f ema les . For example, 

there are only 1.4- percent of females who have completed 

primary and middle l e v e l of education above age 25 in rural 

areas against 9»7 percent in urban areas . Such d i s p a r i t i e s 

are more conspic .ous in the younger age group as 5°8 percent 

of females in rural areas aga ins t 30.7 percent in urban areas 

have completed primary and middle l e v e l oi education in the 

age group of 10-14 years , s i m i l a r l y , f o r h a t r i c and Intermed-

iate l e v e l , there are on ly 1.2 percent, of females (age 25+) 

in rural areas against 5.2 in urban a reas . The h ighes t disparity 

for this le1 e l of education f o r females i s in the age group 



of- 15-19- years where the percentage in-urban areas is 17, 

against 1.4. in rura l areas.. The urban-rural discrepancies 

are the l a r g es t in the "Jegree and above" leve l of edueat( 

where both males and lemales are in very small proportion 

in rura l areas almost at a l l age groups as compared to ur 

areas . About 7.5 percent of urban males and 5-2 percent o. 

urban females in the age-group of 20-24 years have attain 

degree and above l e v e l against 1.1 percent of rural males, 

and 0.1 of rura l females . These large urban-rural differs, 

at a l l l e v e l s of education' may be explained in terms of t 

uneven d i s t r i b u t i o n of educational f a c i l i t i e s in the rogi 

of Pakistan is we l l as the lesser desire and willingness 

the rura l s t > educate themselves and their children. This 

s i tua t i on se ms to be changing gradually as the rates of 

l i t e r a c y in ho younger age groups are higher than the oi: 

age groups in rura l areas. 

Tables 8a and 3b also give the percentage distri 

bution of l i t e r a t e s by age, se: and d i f ferent leve ls of ec 

ca t i on f o r the year 1973. These figurc-s reveal that about 

80% of a l l formal l i t e r a t e s have completed the primary and 

middle grad;.s (7 to IX ) in rural areas against 66 percent 

in urban areas f o r populat ion 10 and above. Similarly, at* 

.27 percent of t o t a l l i t e r a t e s have c'ompletod Matri§> and 

Intermediate ( X - X I I ) l e v e l of education in urba® areas ag' 

19 percent in rura l areas. On the whole, 45.2 percent in 

areas and about 19 percent in rural areas are formally ed-

in 1973 f o r population 10 and above. 
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SCHOOL .^TJKDi^Cii TL lOKuJHT 

as the extent of oeirt i c i p a t i o n 'of ch i ld ren ih f 

schools ult inarely a f f e c t s the . l i t e r a c y status of t o t a l 
r- m ... , / i , , ; • : ; j . ^ 

population, i t would be-worth wh i l e .to. look at .the number 

of atudents by age, ex-and completed l e v e l s of education 
% 1 • • ' , t 

to find out whether those cu r r en t l y in schools show the 

sane. trends and patterns as those observed in case of l i t e r -

atesc The importance and re l evance of school attendance and 

enrolment for the educat ionists and p o l i c y makers can hardly 

be doubted. fhose involved in educat ional planning u t i l i z e 

the current enrolment s t a t i s t i c s to ind i ca t e the trend in 

school participation and make'pro j e c t i o n s f o r fu ture enrol-

ments in the school-age popula t ion . School enrolment, accord-

ing to United Nations, i s de f ined as "attendance at any 

regular educational i n s t i t u t i o n , publ ic or p r i v a t e , f o r a 

systematic instruction at any l e v e l of education during a 

well-defined and recent time, per iod /~~17 _"/. When s t a t i s t i c s " * * ' v i r. 

on school enrolment are c o l l e c t e d , they are o f t en c l a s s i f i e d 

by level of education and by type, or f i e l d of study. Where 

feasible and possible enrolment should be c l a s s i f i e d by single 

grades which would f a c i l i t a t e the ana lys is of educational 

progression and provide more f l e x i b i l i t y in d e f i n i n g broad 

education leve ls . 

The data regarding pup i l s and students r egu la r l y 

attending schools and c o l l e g e s .at the time of the 19-51 census 



have been provided by broad ago groups of 5-9 and 10 and 

over and by f i v e years age groups (up to age 25 only ) it 

the 1961 census. The T ED survey of 1973 gives the number 

of students e i t h h ighest grade passed by single years of 

age but not by successive grades which l imits the possi-

b i l i t y of measuing the grade progression or retention rat' 

in Pakistani According to 1951 census j only 1.7 mil l ion a 

student in schools and col leges as compared to 2.2 millic 

in the 1961 census. In 1973., the number of students incr 

to 6 .3 m i l l i o n . Table 9 indicates the growth of students 

1951 to 1973 in the two broad age-groups of 5-9 and 10 an 

above. 
Table , 9 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS BY AGE JJD SEX AND THEIR PERCENTAGE 
INCREASE IN 1951, 1961 AND. 1973, PAKISTAN. 

. Number _of Students Percentage Incrc-. 

1951 1961 1973 1951-61 196 

5-9 BS 539538 982300 1746475 82.1 7? 
M 388134 691011 1202771 78.0 :s • ?4j 
P 151404 291289 543704 92.4 74 

10+ BS 1116458 1242781 4568418 6 . 5 " 267 
M 81128 967435 3415216 19.2 253' 
F 355178 275346 1153202 -22.5 318. 

Sources: 
i ) Census of Pakistan, 1951,Vol.I Table 9-

i i ) Census of Pakistan, 1961,Vol.I Table 22 
p. IV-66. 

i i i ) Unpublished IIED survey data. Table No. 
5 The 1972 census i s excluded from the analysis because data on the 

number of students and enrolments are not available for 1972. 



' According to tab le '9, enrolment of female students 

snows a remarkable improvement during 1961-73 whi le there is 

a decline d u r i n g the-decade • of 1951-61 by 22.5. pe rcent . This 
» 

decline'" was noticed even: in female, l i t e r a c y rate, during 1951-
< 

1961 from 8.6 percent-to-8.2 percent which may be a t t r ibuted 

to reporting or coverage of the data. 

A g e -Sp e c i f i c_ Bnr0lment "tates 
A + s .. 

measures of school enrolment usua l l y r e l a t e to a 

point in time or a very short per iod of t ime. The crude en-

rolment rate which is simply the r a t i o of the t o t a l enrolments 

to the corresponding t o t a l populat ion roughly g i v e s an idea 

about the participation of i nd i v i dua l s in the educational sys-

tem of a country. This r a t e f o r Pakistan comes to 6.7 in 1961 

as against 12.1 in 1973= Tor males, i t increased from 10.6 in 

1961 to 16.3 in 1973, and f o r females from 3.7 to 7.1 percent. 

But this i s a very crude way of measuring the enrolment because 

the denominator employed has no age l i m i t a t i o n and. include many 

of those who are customarily not en ro l l ed as students. Pre-

ferably, the enrolment r a t e should be computed f o r population 

which is e l i g ib l e for the enrolment quest ion. In t h i s case, 

the general enrolment r a t e can b^ measured using the ages 5-34 

as the arbitrary age range and i s c a l l e d the- genera l enrolment 

rate / 9 _/. The general enrolment r a t e s f o r Pakistan are com*-

puted for ages 5024 yearsin 1961 and 1973 (Tab le 10) because 

there are very few students in the ages 25 and ove r . 



Table 10 

GENERAL ENROLL NT 1L.TEL IN PA. ISTAN, 1961 AND 197; 

196# 

T o t a l Rural Urban 

1973 
• \ r- • • • . fj'ji, O • »' . 
T o t a l Rural Urbar 

3S ' '' 13.1 3 . 6 23.3 20.9 14.9 35.8 

M 

00
 

V
 14.7 27.8 28.0 22.6 41.6 

•1 
F 7 .3 3.8 17.4 12.0 5-5 29.1 

Sourcc : Sec Tab le 9° 

Comparisons based on crude or-even general enro! 

r a t e s may bo mis lead ing because age-distr ibut ions d i f f e r ! 

one 'p lace or' from one time to another. Age-speci f ic enroll 

r a t e s arc ho t t e r measures of e f f e c t i v e enrolment since th 

r e v e a l changes already underway among speci f ic : age-groups, 

1951 census does not prov ide the number of students by agt 

the comparison would be between 1961 and 1973° The enrolls-, 

r a t i o has increased from 13.1 in 1961 to-20.9 in 1973. hal 

have shown better progress than females both in, urban and 

areas . The enrolment r a t i o f o r females has improved remari: 

in urban areas and remains v^ry low in rural areas. The hi 

pace o f development in educat ion o f females in urban areas 

con junct ion with a low progress i n rura l areas has result, 

widening the urban-rura l d i f f e r e n t i a l s . ' i n education. 



Tabic 11 gdvv.-s the enrolment r a t e s by age and 

sex for 1961 and 197' nd r e v e a l s that most oT the students 

are lumped up in the 10-14 age group which i s normally the 

age for completing pxiu.ary and middle l e v e l of educat ion. 

Aie percent ge d i s t r i b u t i o n of students by s ing l e years of 

•;r:e for 197 > i s , i ve. in Tabl •. 12awhicli shows that the stud-en 

are minimum at age 5 and maximum at the age of ">0 and 11 year 

The possibles explanation f o r a lower propor t ion of students 

in the 5-9 age group is- the l a t e en t e r i e s of the students 

in schools and the age misrepor t ing . of the ch i ld ren p a r t i -

cularly in "ural areas . The enrolment and percentage of 

students hawerisen remarkably f o r ages 15 and above which 

indicates a progress in h igher education p a r t i c u l a r l y in 

case of fen le students„ For example, female percentage of 

students ha., r isen from J.5 in 1961 to 9 .3 in 1973 in the 

age group of 20-24 years ( Tab l e 11) . 

The low enrolment r a t i o s at each age r e s u l t in 

large non-schooling gap which i s simply the d i f f e r e n c e 

between the estimated populat ion of an age-group and the 

numbers enrolled corresponding to that group. In order 

to measure such gap, the enrolment-populat ion pyramid f o r 

single ye.rs of age has been b u i l t up f o r the year 1973 

^figure I I I ) . The f i gu . o shows c l e a r l y that the non-schoo l ing 

gap i s quite l a r ge at younger and higher ages, 

i'he small base of the pyramid po ints to the f a c t that 

very few children are en ro l l ed at the age of 5 and t h e i r 



number increases gradually w i t l i age and reaches the 

between i ,es 10 and 12 both f o r males and females. i 

to the highest number and percentage of students in h 

group of 10-14 years. 

Uxiban-Liural 3is£arijtd.e^^amon£. Students 

fable- 12 gives the percentage distributioi 5 
f 02 I 

students by age and sex- in urban and rural areas/ 11 n 

that children enter schools much later and in small< 

in rural than in urban areas. ,'3-etween the ages of 5-

only 11.9 percent of the t o ta l student attended scl: 

rural areas against 26.6 percent in urban areas i 

and 12.5 percent against J2.8 percent in 1973 = 

On the whole, students in urban areas are 

times greater than rural areas almost, at a l l age groi 

1961 as well as in 1973. As would be expected, nu 

male d i f f e r en t i a l s among students are more conspicuoi 

rural than in urban areas. The h ighest proportion of 

i s in the 10-14 age group both i n urban and rural art 

c lose ly fol lowed by the 5-9 and -fchen the 20-24 age gr 

The number of students i s very small at ages 25 and 

part icular ly in case of rural f emales in 1961. But in 

about 1.1 percent of rural f emales are students in th: 

group as compared to 1.6 percent of urban females. 

,le_ Pis pari t i e s among Students 

Table 13 gives the number of male-female fite 



by d i f f e r en t educat ional l e v e l s and i nd i ca t e s that female 

students are about one - th i rd of male students in 1961 and 

1973. females p a r t i c i .anion in schools has apprec iab ly in-

creased at tae Midd le , I a t r i c , and Ir.t rmodiat l e v e l of 

education, nt the pr i nry l e v e l , there are about 24 females 

per 100 males in '1961 is compared to about 33 in 1973= About 

48 females ; s percent of male stu. 'ents ha v . completed the 

Intermediate l e v e l in 1973 as compared to 23 in 1961. The same 

situation has been observed in case of l i t e r a t e s where females 

have shown 0 y.: r e c i a b l progress at the Ma t r i cu la t i on and 

Intermediate l e v e l of education,, The ongoing increase in 

the par t i c ipa t i on of females' in education may u l t ima t e l y 

result in narrowing the gaps 'between male- female l i t e r a c y 

and educational l e v e l s p a r t i c u l a r l y in urban areas . 

Students by Educat ional L e v e l s ^Attained 

Tfcble 14 g i v e s the percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

students by h ighes t grade passed in urban and aural areas 

for 1961 and 1973. These f i g u r e s r e v ea l that there i s an in-

crease in the number and percent ges of students almost 

at a l l l e v e l s of education but the b i g g es t increase i s 

at the I l iddle and Matr ic l e v e l of educat ion. Rural females 

have shown a b i g increase in enrolment at the Matr ic and In-

termediate l e v e l of education as 21o1 percent of t o t a l females 

students in 1973 are repor ted t o have completed t h i s l e v e l 

against 0.8 percent in 1961. Urban female students a lso have 
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shown a remarkable improvement at the primary and middle 

grades probably because of the increase in the number of 

primary and secondary schools in recent ye r s . The percen: 

d i s t r ibut ion of students by educational l e v e l s completed 
•. i 

ind icates that more than 50 percent of the students reach 

up to the primary and middle l e v e l of education and very 

few complete the co l l e ge or un ivers i t y l e v e l of education.! 

But on the whole, the par t i c ipa t i on of females in education 

has appreciably increased in urban areas almost at a l l 

l e v e l of education. This means that the pace of develop-

ment in l i t racy of females i s much higher in urban than 

in rural ar eas. For males, the s i tuat ion i s encouraging kf| 

in urban and rural areas, but the greater progress i s obvi-

ously in urban population., 

The analysis done so f a r on school-attendance an: 

enrolment has been en t i r e l y based upon the census and survl 

data. But there are other sources of information a lso on 

enrolment l i k e the centra l bureau of Education in Pakistan-! 

The^ information in the census or survey may not agree with 

the o f f i c i a l records of the gvernment since the census fig-

ures are based on the report ing made by some head of the 

household or ether ind iv iduals and include students attend: 

various unrecognized educational i n s t i tu t i ons while the 

Education Department c o l l e c t s information on r e g i s t e r ed 

students. The d i spar i t y between the f i gu r e s on enrolment 

m the two sets of information presents a major problem for 

researchers. 



Accord ing to t i ieso data, the t o t a l number of students 

as r epo r t ed by the bureau of Education arr about 6.1 m i l l i o n 

f o r the ye r 1972-73 as compared to 6 .3 m i l l i o n in the HED 

survey of 1973« "hose f i g u r e s arc comparable to some extent 

but i t . seems that the 1973 survey f i g u r e s are somewhat on 

the h igher s ide p a r t i c u l a r l y at th i rd l e v e l of education which 

inc ludes c o l l e g e educat ion. 

Tab le 15 g i v e s the enrolments by l e v e l s o f education 

as r e p o r t e d by Bureau o f .Educat ion f o r three d i f f e r e n t years of 

1970-71, 1971-72 and 1972-73 in comparison with the 1973 hED 

survey data . The t a b l e i n d i c a t e s that there i s a discrepancy 

between the two se t s o f in fo rmat ion almost at a l l l e v e l s of 

educat ion. But the f i g u r e s at the primary l e v e l o f education 

are p r e t t y c l o s e in the Wo- sources of in fo rmat ion . The number 

of t o t a l pr imary students in 1972-73 ' is 4,442,779 ( Education 

Bureau f i g u r e s ) as compared to 4,424,531 in 1973 ( HEb survey 

f i g u r e s ) which g i v e a d i f f e r e n c e of about 18 thousand of 

s tudents . The d iscrepency incroaaws at Secondary ( grades VI 

to X) and U n i v e r s i t y l e v e l of educat ion f But s t range ly enough 

enrolment a t the t h i r d leve l , of education in 1973 (HED survey ) 

i s about th r e e t imes g r ea t e r than the enrolment repor ted through 

r e g i s t e r e d o f f i c i a l f i g u r e s and remains as a puzz l ing quest ion 

to those i n t e r e s t e d in knowing the true s i t u a t i o n . One reason 

f o r t h i s d i screpancy c mid be a t t r i b u t e d to the misrepor t ing 

on the par t o f students as many students ivho had f a i l e d or had 
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l e f t c o l l e g e without completing the grade might have repor:.. 

themselves as having passed that grade in the survey data. ;; 

Other probable reason could be the d i f f e r e n c e in the age-

repor t ing of students in the-two sets of f i g u r e s , but i t is 

d i f f i c u l t to explain more than f i f t y - p e r c e n t lag due to 

these f a c t o r alone. The s t a t i s t i c s of the two sources s t i l l 

need to be r econc i l ed f o r the appraisal of tho r ea l position 

of- enrolment at d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s of education in Pakistan. 

Educatie_nal JPr''-"-ĵ ros_sio 

.a fur ther use fu l analys is of data on enrolment 

r e l a t e s to educational progress ion which prov ides a bas is 

f o r seeing to what extent population groups r e t a in or contie 

school ing. School re tent ion r e f e r s to the cont inuat ion of 

persons enro l led in schools from one grade or l e v e l to 

another. Dropping out of school can be viewed as an obverse 

of school r e t en t i on . Unfortunate ly , data on enrolment in 

censuses and surveys in Pakistan are very l im i t ed and relate; 

to a cer ta in per iod or point in t ime, whereas measure of 

school r e t en t i on are cohort measures and depend upon data 

on two or more c l o s e l y spaced po ints in t ime. The UNESCO 

Regional O f f i c e f o r Education in Asia prov ides the most rece:' 

a va i l ab l e s t a t i s t i c a l informat ion on education f o r d i f ferent 

years which makes i t poss ib l e to c a l c u l t e the grade retention 

rates in Pakistan. £~ 14 J7. The data used in computing sec-

re t en t ion ra tes are subject to c e r t a in l i m i t a t i o n s and must 
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be used with caution so that .the data f o r d i f f e r e n t time 

per iods are comparable and r e l a t e to the same cohort of 

persons. The g rade - re t en t i on ra tes are a f f e c t e d not only 

by drop-outs but a lso by t r ans f e r s from one school to 

another, skipping or r epeat ing of grades and some deaths. 

However, the dist 'rubing in f luence of school t rans f e rs and 

grade r e p e t i t i o n does* not a f f e c t nat ional s t a t i s t i c s on 

enrolment / " 9 _7-> 

Table 16 shows the annual d i s t r i bu t i on of enrolment 

by each grade f o r Pakistan and some countr ies in ^s i a . On 

the bas is of t h i s in format ion, grade r e t en t i on ra tes are 
6 

est imated up to Mat r i cu la t i on .Level in Table 16a . Crade-
E®+1 r e t e n t i o n ra t e s may be expressed as •—— 9 7, where 
E t 

E^ = enrolment in grade g at time t , 

= enrolment in grade g+1 at time t+1. 

!Tcfble16a ind i ca t es that l ess than one- fourth of 

the students reach the secondary l e v e l of education (grade 

V to X ) in Pakis tan. The s i tua t i on i s worse in Bangladesh 

and Thai land but b e t t e r o f f in some other Asia^ countr ies . 

The r e t e n t i o n ra t i on presented in tab le 16a are ca lcu lated 
by the "apoarent cohort method", s ince the true cohort 
method r equ i r es very d e t a i l e d and e laborate data which are 
not a v a i l a b l e f o r Pakistan. The method used in th i s study 
i s an approximation since enrolment in grade I in a given 
years i s f o l l owed up from year to year . e . g . , enrolment in 
grade 1 (1960) ; grade 11(1961) grade I I I ( I962 ) ; g rade m i 9 6 3 ) 
and so on. For r e f e r ence , see shryock and s e i g e l — — and 
UNESCO. Education in the Asian Region, second s t a t i s t i c a l 
supplement Bangkok, 1973° 
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The dropout ra tes s.;om to be mere steep at the primary level 

of education ( 1 -7 ) in Pakistan as we l l as f o r Bangladesh and 

Ind ia . I nso i t e of a l l l im i t a t i ons and shortcomings of the 

enrolment s t a t i s t i c s , these f i gu r e s roughly ind i ca te the 

extent to which persons in our school system in one year 

progress to a higher grade in a l a t e r year and serve to high-

l i g h t one of the centra l problems of education development in 

Pakistan in terms of educational wastage through dropping out 

of students in i n i t i a l years of school ing. 

Summary and 0onelusions 

An o v e ra l l analys is of the progress of education 

in Pakistan since 1951 suggests that the country s t i l l ranks 

very low among the l i t e r a t e noeions of the world and the 

quantity of education has been inadequate in r e l a t i o n to the 

growth of t o t a l populat ion. According to the recent estimates 

of l i t e r a t e s in 1973, about one- fourth of the populat ion (10 

and over ) has been reported as l i t e r a t e l eav ing behind 75 per-

cent as i l l i t e r a t e s . Moreover, a l a rge number of ch i ldren do 

not have a thorough educational exposure as the enrolment ratios 

are low accompanied by largu non-school ing gaps. There i s also 

a widespread pre ference f o r general and academic types of 

education, unsuited to the requirements of modern sc ience and 

technology. The uneven d i s t r i b u t i o n of educational f a c i l i t i e s 

and opportuni t ies in o i f f e r e n t reg ions of the country has re-

sulted in la rge urban-rural imbalances. S imi lar d i s p a r i t i e s 



are found "by sex a lso probably because of the negat ive a t t i -

tudes p r e v a i l i n g towards the education of g i r l s and women. 

•amily r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , soc ia l taboos, l a c k ' o f educational 

oppor tun i t i es have r esu l t ed in d iscr iminat ion against them. 

Out of the t o t a l female population of 19.2 m i l l i o n 

(10 and over ) in 1973, only 2.6 m i l l i o n have been reported 
% 

as l i t e r a t e s , being 15.4 percent of female populat ion. As 

compared to tha t , about 9 m i l l i o n males cross the bar of i l l -

i t e r a c y out of the t o t a l male populat ion of 23.2 m i l l i o n (10 

and over ) g i v i n g a percentage of 37-8 in 1973= Though the 

l i t e r a c y r a t e s have been increas ing gradual ly since 1951»the 

r e a l development in l i t e r a c y has not kept pace with the rapid 

populat ion growth as the absolute number of i l l i t e r a t e s con-

t inues to increase in t o t a l populat ion. 

Males have shown a be t t e r progress than female in 

the o v e r a l l l i t e r a c y l e v e l s p a r t i c u l a r l y in rura l areas where 

the percentage of male l i t e r a c y increased from 19.8 in 1961 

to 30.2 in 1973. On the contrary , female l i t e r a c y l e v e l rose 

from 3.6 percent in 1961 to 6.0 percent f o r population 10 and 

over , a gain of only 2.4 percentage po in ts . The urban l i t e r a c y 

l e v e l s are higher than rura l l e v e l s both f o r males and females . 

For males the urban l i t e r a c y r a t i o increased from 46.8 percent 

in 1961 to 57.3 percent in 1973 and f o r females the increase 

was almost ol the same magnitude being 23-3 percent in 1961 to 

32.5 percent in 1973- This can be a t t r ibu ted to be t t e r educa-

ted oppor tun i t i e s a va i l ab l e in urban areas. 
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One f inds s imi lar widespread d i s p a r i t i e s among 

males and females in the attainment of d i f f e r e n t educational 

l e v e l s in urban and rura l areas. Less than 5 percent of 

the t o t a l l i t e r a t e s reach the l e v e l of higher or un ive rs i t y 

education. About 50 to 55 percent of the t o t a l l i t e r a t e s 

complete only the primary and middle l e v e l of education. One 

thing which needs to be not iced in the educational progress 

of the country i s the high percentage of female l i t e r a t e s who 

have completed the i l a t r i c and Intermediate l e v e l of education 

in 1973- Out of the t o t a l female l i t e r a t e s , only 9°3 percent 

had atta ined th i s l e v e l in 1961 and th i s percentage .rose to 

'22.1 in 1973 which i s very c lose to the percentage of males 

being 23»2 percent, .jven at the '"Degree and above l e v e l 1 

females have shown a notable progress as the percentage rose 

from 1.3 in 1961 to 3.2 in 1973. But the proport ion of females 

as percent of t o t a l population s t i l l remains n e g l i g i b l e at 

th i s l e v e l of education. The t o t a l educated females are 

about o n e - f i f t h of the t o t a l ' educated males in 1961 and̂  about 

one-third in 1973- Male-female d i s p a r i t i e s are l a r g e r at 

higher educational l e v e l s as only 14 females in 1961 and 23 

females in 1973 are educated per 100 males f o r "degree and 

above " l e v e l . 

The important f ea tures which e erge from the age-

s p e c i f i c l i t e r a c y and educational l e v e l s in Pakistan are : 

( a ) a smaller number of l i t e r a t e s as we l l as students in the 
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5-9 age grov. , ( b ) ehe nighest l i t e r a c y ra tes in the 10-14 

age group both f o r a le . nd females. .'here are two basic 

explanation f o r t..>is„ F i r s t , t h e - l a t e en te r i es of students 

in schools :nd second, the high drop-oat rate among chi ldren 

in the i n i t i a l years of schoo l ing . The data show that the 

l i t e r a c y and enrolment r a t i o s are maximum between the 

age of 10 to 14 years and then dec l ine gradual ly by age. 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n and the f low of students in the 

educat ional system of the country ind i ca te that only 1.7 

m i l l i o n were enro l l ed as students in 1951• In 1961, only 

2.2 m i l l i o n were enu rerated' as students as compared to 6.3 

m i l l i o n in 1973= The general enrolment r a t i o which i s simply 

the percenta ge or f r a c t i o n obtained by d i v id ing the t o t a l en-

rolment in a populat ion by the corresponding school school-

age populat ion (age 5—24 f o r 1akistan ) comes to 13-1 in 1961 

as compared to 20.9 in 1973- Though the number and percentage 

of students have increased with t ime, the question never the less 

remains : why i s the gross number of i l l i t e r a t e s increasing 

and the magnitude of the non-schooling gap remaining high ? 
r-

The r ea l progress in education would be in terms of the en-

rolment r a t i o r i s i n g and the non-schooling gap f a ] l i n g pro-

v ided that there are low ra tes of drop-outs, repeaters and 

regu lar en t e r i e s in schools . With low enrolment r a t i o s and 

high r a t e of drop-out in Pakistan, the ra te of school-age t 

populat ion growth exer ts a ;re snare on f a c i l i t i e s with which 

the educat ional system can e a s i l y cr e f f i c i e n t l y cope. 



The d i s t r i bu t i on of students in urban-rural areas 

again indicates l a rge discrepancies as the urban students are 

two to three times grea ter than rural ones almost at a l l ages 

in 1961 as we l l as 1973i Educational attainment leve ls of 

students can a lso be viewed as an important element in the 

determination and ac. ievement of the socio-economic status 

of the country as steady employment, occupational status and 

high income seem to be associated with high levels of school-

ing completed. Unfortunate ly , the proportion of students at 

"degree and above " l e v e l of education is s t i l l very low in 

Pakistan. . The est imates of 1973 data show that 3.7 percent 

of males and only 1.9 percent of females complete this level 

of education out of the t o ta l students -rid the percentage 

comes to 0.9 f o r males and 0.3 for females for tota l popula-

t ion. hore than 50 percent of the students complete only the 

primary l e v e l of education. The situation seems to be improving 

with time but the education s tat is t ics s t i l l indicate low en-

rolment r a t i o s and l a rge non-schooling gaps part icularly at 

younger and higher ages. 

The las t sect ion of the paper draws a comparison 

between the enrolment f i gu r e s provided by the Bureau of edu-

cation and those by the HED survey of 1973. These f igures are 

not absolute ly comparable part icular ly at the third leve l of 

education. Further comparisons between the two sources are 

l imited because the Bureau of Education provides data by levels 

only and not by age. Annual enrolment on grades indicate high 
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wastage rate and premature l e ave r s from schoo ls . For example, 

about 2^ students reach the mat r i cu la t i on l e v e l of education 

out of every 100 stud nts and about 50 percent of students 

drop-out up to the leve l of primary education. 

Given these condi t ions , the problems conf ront ing 

schooling and education are three f o l d : ( 1 ) the educational 

f a c i l i t i e s need to be expended to cope with the increas ing 

number of ne\! pupils requir ing admission; ( 2 ) e f f o r t s required 

to remedy wastage and premature l eav ing from schools ; and 

(3 ) the pace of population increase i s higher than the rate 

of increase \n l i t e racy r e s u l t i n g in an increase in the abso-

lute number uf i l l i t e r a t e s . 

Suggestions and ido_li c y _ 1 rap 1 i c at ions: 

In view of uhc preceding discussion on educational 

progress in Pakistan, e f f o r t s must be made to widen, opportuni-

t i es so that progressively l a r g e proport ions of the population 

become the recipients of programmes undertaken to improve human 

resources and sk i l l s through education. But the p o l i c y argument 

that the expansion of educational f a c i l i t i e s at a l l l e v e l s of 

education puts a burden on an economy l i k e Pakistan in the 

ear l ier stages of development who can not o f f e r school ing im-

par t ia l l y to a l l categories of people in a l l reg ions and loca-
of 

l i t i e s and at the same time obtain the maximum f l o w / s k i l l s 

at reasonable levels of cos t s . Keeping in view the l im i t ed 

resources of the country, e f f o r t s should be made to g i v e a 



cer ta in minimum years of school ing to each child and to 

prepare students f o r p ra c t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s by means of some 

vocat iona l education p a r t i c u l a r l y in ru ra l areas so that 

the proport ion of educated can be r a i s ed and of unskilled 

graduates be reduced,, . 

From the point of view of nat ional plans and, 

the i r o b j e c t i v e s f o r fu ture development programmes, the 

f o l l ow ing broad cons iderat ions emerge f o r the assessment 

of educational needs and f o r the so lu t i on of the educational 

problems in future : 

( 1 ) The need f o r a balanced development of 

education at a l l l e v e l s . par t icu lar ly at 

the secondary and higher l e ve l s of educa-

t ion f o r meeting man ower requirements of 

the country. 

( 2 ) The need f o r q u a l i t a t i v e improvements in 

educational standards in order to prevent 

wastage at primary l e v e l which provides a 

basis f o r higher educat ion. 

( 3 ) The need f o r expanding and improving science 

and t echn ica l education at the second or third 

l e v e l in l i n e \ i t h the developing capacity 

of the economy to u t i l i z e trained sk i l l s . 

( 4 ) The need f o r p rov id ing equal access to educati011 

f o r a l l by emphasizing the development of 



educational f a c i l i t e t in the l e s s developed 

regions of the country . 

(5 ) The need f o r undertaking- adult l i t e r a c y pro-

grames in ru ra l areas p a r t i c u l a r y f o r g i r l s 

and women in order to br idge the gaps between 

• .\le-female end urban-rural l i t e r a c y l e v e l . 

host of these Akluca i ona l needs are r e f l e c t e d 

in the object ives of the hew Education p o l i c y in Pakistan 

being announced in bench 1972, which covers the per iod 

1972-80 /~3 J . Th' o b j e c t i v e s de f ined by t . d s p o l i c y 

for the fut .re development of education are in l i n e wi th 

the changes needed in the education system so that i t 

brings proper development in a l l f i e l d of education f o r 

boys and g i "Is as we..l as prov ides t ra ined manpower r e -

quired for development in var ious sec tors of na t i ona l 

economy. However, some of the major o b j e c t i v e s of the 

pol icy have not achieved t h e i r t a r g e t s because of inade-

quate resources. is a r e s u l t , r e g i ona l imbalances have 

persisted in educatioual s t ructure and d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

educational f a c i l i t i e s . I t i s now proposed that attempts 

w i l l be made to cover some of the short f a l l that has 

occured in the i n i t i a l years of the implementation of the 

education po l i cy . The F i f t h P lan (1976-81) t h e r e f o r e , 

proposes to give h ighest p r i o r i t y to primary education which 

tends to make a g r ea t impact on subsequent l e v e l s of educati-



The plan env isages an inc rease in enrolment at primary stage 

from 5.1 m i l l i o n in 1975-76 to 7=9 m i l l i o n in 1980-81 and at 

the secondary s tage from '1.5 m i l l i o n to 2 .3 mi l l ion. I t also 

plans to a l l o c a t e 40 percent o i i t s developmental expenditure 

to primary educat ion as aga ins t 11 percent during 1972-76/gj. 

In h igher education the F i f t h i lan aims at shi f t ing enrolment 

from a r t s to sc i ence and t e c h n i c a l educat ion, improving the 

q u a l i t y of educat ion and deve l op ing research work in Universiti 

A l l such e f f o r t s may u l t i m a t e l y r e s u l t i n reducing the componen 

of i l l i t e r a t e s in t o t a l popu la t i on . Out based on the current 

r o t e of development. i r . l i t e r a c y , i t would be unreal ist ic t o , 
tkŷ - fRju IAWJIWAA.Jt^oiJiU H JUMCSJZUV 

expect an e r ad i ca t i on of i l l i t r a c y J by the year 1985 which was 

one of tho s o l i out f e a t u r e s o f the Education Pol icy of 1972-80, 



TABLE 12 a 

LITER/XT RATES ."JDJUSTED FOR DIFFzaj^ DEFINITIONS OF LITERACY USED 
IN CENSUSES OF PAKISTAN. 195*1, 1 9 6 l 1 D i g 7 2 o 

10ns 

racy 

:ICN1 

res 5 
ive ) 

HON2 

ages 5 
Dve ) 

TION 
ages 10 
ove ) 

BS 

M 

F 

iDo 
h 

F 

M 

F 

POrTTLi TION 

Sex I 1951 
1 t 1 
1 

!_ 

267*J631 
1̂ 552660 
12240971 

26793651 

14552660 

122̂ 0971 

2271239 I 

12396206 

1031618^ 

1961 

32984654 

17867526 

15117128 

32984654 
17867526 

15117128 

26512939 

1M+11941 
12100998 

1972 1951 

Number 
I 

Per 
cent 

53048396 

28668321 

24380075 

53 •048396 
28668321 

24380075 

42916910 
23351460 

19565450 

5084559 18.9 

3289760 22.6 

1794799 14.7 

a 
3507924 13.1 

2463937 16.9 

10^-3987 8.5 

^001976^ 13.2 
2110678 17-0 

891298 8.6 

LITERATES 

1961 

Number Per-
cent 

9307554 28.2 
5̂ 12094 30.3 
3895460 25-8 

5380308 16.3 

4260586 23.8 

1119722 7.4 

4878866 18.4 

3883656 26,9 

665210 8.2 

1972 

Number 
Per-
cent 

9318772 21.7 

7044595 30.2 

??4177 11.6 

ILLITERATES 

1951 

Number Per-
cent 

21709072 81.1 

11262900 77-4 

10446172 85.3 

23285707 86.9 

12088723 83.1 

11196984 91.5 

1Q710415 86.8 

10285528 83,0 

9424887 91.4 

1961 

Number Per-
cent 

1972 

Number 

T 

23677100 71.8 

12455432 69.7 

11221668 74.2 

27604346 83.7 

12088723 83.1 I 13606940 76.2 

13997406 92.6 

21634073 81.6 

10528285 73.1 

11105788 91.8 

335981 ' 
163068 ( 
17291,' 

E 1) The 1951 de f in i t ion of l i t e racy 1 included thbse as l i t e r a t e s "who could rekd a clear prink in any language." 
~ 2) The 1961 de f in i t ion of l i te racy classed tnose persons as l i terates "who wore able to read a simple letter in any 1,-nguagc with 

undcrstardjnfc'' ( 'rb~ information was obtained for population 5 and over ) 
3) The 1972 de f in i t i on of l i t e racy included those as l i t e ra tes "who were abl : to read and write in some language with und-.ratandin 

The information obtained for population 10 and above. l U r m t w rc 
4) The number of tota l educated persons in 1951 (those who have passed at l e a * tirade I at s c h o o l s are taken as ^ I x t . r a t c s , c 

ing to the 1961 cr i te r ion of l i t e racy because the 1951 census does not provide separate information for those who are able 

5) S h u m b : r S o T d t o ? a l Su i t ed ' ' p e r sons in 1951 ( f o r ages 10 and above) are Spared with the l i t e ra tes of 1972 and are assumed to v 

able to rear1 and wr i ts . 
arce: ( i ) Pakistan. Census Organization. Census of Pakistan 1951. Vol.1 p.77, Pakistan. Census Organization. Census of Pakistan^' 

Vol . I . Chapter '+, ( i i i ) Pakistan. Census Organization. Manual of Instructions for Housing, Economic and Demographic Survey 



TABLE 12 a 

LITERACY PERCENTAGE BY iEX (Ft-. POPULATION 
OVER ) FOR URBAI>-RUR̂ JL AREAS IN 

PAKISTAN 1961, 1968-69, 1971-72, 1973 AND 
1974 75• 

Area 1961 
(Census) 

1968-69 
(Labour Force 

Survey ) 

r 
, ^71 -72 ; 
( juabour Force ! ,n ' \ 

Survey ) | (Census) 
1 1 

1973 
( HED Survey) 

r . — — >— 

1974-75 
(Labour Force 

Survey) 

33 TJl ? IS M F BS M P ! B3 M F 
, __ » 

BS M F BS M F 

Total 18.4 27.0' 8 .2 21.5 33.2 23-5 35.7 9.9 21.7 30.2 11.6 26.7 37.8 13.4 26.6 38.3 13.1 

Rural 12.2 1S.8 3.6 14.9 25.6 3.2 16.6 28.3 3.8 14.3 22.6 4 .7 19.2 30.2 6.0 17.5 28.9 4.6 

Urban 36.7 46.8 23-3 40.9 54.8 24.9 44.9 58,3 29.3 4 1 . 5 49.9 30.9 46.1 57.3 32.5 47.7 60.1 33.4 

Source: 1 ) Pakit-jan Census o r gan i za t i on . Census of Pakistan 1961. Vo l . 1 , 
i i ) Unpublished 1972 Census data . Table No. 7. 

i i i ) Unpublished KE3 survey data 1973- Table Uo. 3 
i v ) L t a t i s t i c s D i v i s i o n . Labour Force Purvey : 1968-69, 1971-72 and 

1974-75. 



TABLE 12 a 

NUMERICAL AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EDUCATED PERSONS 
( 10 and ABOVE) BY EDUCATIONAL LEVELS IN PAKISTAN, 1951 .1961 AND 1973 

Leve l of 
Education J 

I 
Year j Sex 

Below Primary" 

I Number Percent Percent 
of of of 

Primary and Middle 

Number 
of 

Percent Percent y Number Percent Percent 
of of j of of of 

1 1 
1 Degree and above I Tota l (Formal L i t e r a t e s ) Matric and Intermediate 

jNumber Percent Percent v Number Percent Percent 
I of of of J of of of 

1951' 

1961 

1973 

I of of of 5 of of of J of of of i of Of of { of of of 
^ i t e r a t e s Popula - L i t e r a - j L i te ra - Popula- Litera- j Litera- Popula-Litera- j L i t e r a - Popu la -L i t e ra - v L i t e ra -Popu la - L i t e r a 

tioii tes j ates tion tes j teB tion tes j tee t ion tes jj tes t ion tes 

BS 911905 4 .0 30.4 1792719 7.8 59.7 238616 1.2 7.9 58736 0.3 £ .0 3001976 *3 .2 100 
M 495692 4.0 23.5 1361429 10.9 64.5 201091 1.6 9-5 52466 0.4 2 . 5 2110678 17.3 100 
F 416212 4.0 46.7 431290 4.2 48.4 37525 0.4 4.2 6270 0.1 0 . 7 891298 8.6 100 

BS 1353892 5.1 31-3 2304499 8.7 53.3 584181 2.2 13.5 78324 0 . 3 1 . 8 4320896 1 6 . 3 100 
M 1067649 7.4 30.1 1894560 13.1 53.5 511434 3.5 14.4 68520 0 . 5 1.9 3542163 24.6 100 
F 2862^3 2.4 36.7 409939 3.4 52.6 72747 0.6 9.3 98o4 0.1 1.3 778733 6.4 100 

BS 2111107 5 .0 18.9 6044820 14.3 54.2 2564658 6.1 22.9 421907 0.1 3.8 11142492 26.3 100 
M 1518150 6.9 18.S 4704733 20.3 54.3 2015951 8.7 23.2 342254 1.5 3.9 8661088 37.3 100 
F 512957 2.7 20.7 13440087 7.0 53.9 548707 2,9 22.1 79653 0.1 3.2 2481404 1 2 . 9 100 

1. L i t e r p t f s in o r i enc i a l education are excluded from total formal literates due to the i r i n s i gn i f i c an t number. Or ienta ls 
include persons, who have passed the higher standards in theology or/and oriental languages. 

2 , The f i gu re s f o r 'Uelow Primary' level in 1951 should be read with cautin because th is number has been obtained by taking 
the d i f f e r ence between the t o t a l educated and those who have completed primary and above, as the 1951 census does not 
provide information f o r the Below Primary ' level of education. The number of tota l educated in 1951 ( f o r population 
10 and o\cr) i s 3?00,1976 ( as reported in 1961 census, Vol I . Table 29: P. IV-89 ), whi le those with primary and above 
are 209001. The d i f f e r ence between the two i s taken as literates at .'Below Primary* l e v e l . 



TABLE 12 a 

NUMERICAL AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EDUCATED PERSONS 
( 10 and ABOVE) BY EDUCATIONAL LEVELS IN PAKISTAN, 1951 .1961 AND 1973 

Leve l of 
Education 

T 

1 — r 
l Matric and Intermediate 

4-rr-: — i 
3elow Primary Primary and Hiddle 

Number Percent Percent * Number Percent I j dumber Percent Percent * dumber Percent Percent y Number Percent Percent i Number Percent Percent £ Number Percent Percen' 

Year J Sex I o f o f o f ! o f o f o f I o f o f o f f o f o f 5 of of of 
I ^ i t e r a t e s Poou ls - L i t e r a - j L i te ra - Popula- Litera- ^ Litera- Popula-Litera- » L i te ra - Popu l a -L i t e r a - v L i tc ra -Popu la - L i t e r a 

t i o u tes j ates tion tes j tee tion tes * tee t ion tes y tes t ion tes 

— | 

Degree and above J Tota l ' (Formal L i t e r a t e s ) 

jNumber Percent Percent j Number Percent Percent 

1951' 

1961 

1973 

3S 911905 4.0 30.4 1792719 7.8 59.7 238616 1.2 7.9 58736 0.3 £.0 3001976 <3.2 100 
M 495692 4.0 23.5 1361429 10.9 64.5 201091 1.6 9.5 52466 0.4 2.5 2110678 17.3 100 
F 416212 4.0 46.7 431290 4.2 48.4 37525 0.4 4.2 6270 0.1 0 .7 891298 8.6 100 

BS 1355892 5 . 1 31.3 2304499 8.7 55.3 584181 2.2 13.5 78324 0 . 3 1.8 4320896 16.3 100 
M 10676^9 7.4 30.1 1894560 13.1 53.5 511434 3.5 14.4 68520 0.5 1.9 3542163 24.6 100 
F 286243 2.4 36.7 409939 3.4 52.6 72747 0.6 9.3 9804 0.1 1.3 778733 6.4 100 

BS 2111107 5.0 18.9 6044820 14.3 54.2 2564658 6.1 22.9 421907 0.1 3.8 11142492 26.3 100 
M 1518150 6.9 18.$ 4704733 20.3 54.3 2015951 8.7 23.2 342254 1.5 3.9 8661088 37.3 100 
F 512957 2 . 7 20.7 13440087 7.0 53.9 548707 2.9 22.1 79653 0 . 1 3.2 2481404 12.9 100 

1. L i t e r a t e s in o r i enc i a l education are excluded from total formal literates due to their i n s i g n i f i c a n t number. Orientals 
include persons, who have passed the higher standards in theology or/and oriental languages. 

2 . The f i gu r e s f o r 'i-alow Primary* level in 1951 should be read with cautin because this number has been obtained by taking 
the di f ferei iCe between the t o t a l educated and those who have completed primary and above f as the 1951 census does not 
provide information fo r the Below Primary ' level of education. number of total educated in 1951 ( f o r population 
10 and o%or) i s 3 , ^ , 1 9 7 6 ( as reported in 1961 census, Vol I . ?able^29: P. IV-89 ), whi le those with primary and above 
are 209001. The d i f f e r ence between the two i s taken as literates at !Bolow Primary' l e v e l . 



•TABLE 5 

ITOKBER 01 IIATRICULATTS, G^JJUATjib ;jJD pobi' GRADUATES 
Ai'I) i'Hhlfi PatiO J&9JAGE K 2 PAi'IbTAH IN 1Q51, 
1961 NAD 1973. 

T" \ I i i A f P i o r L . ^ 

una 1/ er 

1951 I 1961 [ 1S73 
. . . . . . . i t . . . 

GRADUATES 

Percentage 
Increase 

1951-61 
i 

1961-73 1951 

Number lercentage 
Increase ... 

IT umber Percentage 
Increase 

! 1961 I 1973 
. „. 1951-6111961-73 1951 !1961 ; 1973 . „ ,i j 1951-61 11961-73 . i 

Bb 238616 481811 1732089 101.9 259.5 44307 540CO 326626 21.9 504.9 14429 24324 95281 68.6 291.1 

h 201091 424542 140^927 111.1 231-9 39480 46945 265512 18.9 465.6 12986 21575 76742 66.1 255.7 

F 37525 57269 325162 52-6 464.3 4827 7055 61114 46.9 766.3 1443 2749 18539 90.5 574.4 

oeurces : 
i ) Census of Pakistan, 1951, Vol. I 

i i ) wpnsus of Pakistan, 1961, Vol. I 
j i i j Urpublished. HED Survey data. Table Ho. 3 



TABL 

D I STR I BUT I CI? OP EDUCATED J-.E-.LCi 6 (10 ATD OVER ) BY EDTJOATIC FAL 
LEVEL ATTAINED AND Ab PERCENT C? I ALE LITETL.TE;, IN 

PAEILTAN. 1961 KAD 1973. 

1 1 1 1961 1 
1 ! t 1973 

Educat ional L e ve l s 
Completed J Number 

1 
of Literates J 1 

Female as ! 
Percent of j 

Hale 

Humber of L i t e r a t e s J . • Female as 
Percent of 

Males ' 
r 

Male Female J 1 t 

1 
Female as ! 
Percent of j 

Hale Hale 
1 

Female | 
t 

, . t 

Female as 
Percent of 

Males ' 

To ta l L i t e r a t e s 3883656 995210 25.6 8766119 2560437 29.2 

Without formal attainments 339592 216279 63.7 95107 76590 80.5 
Below Primary ( I - I V ) 1067649 286243 26.8 1598150 512957 32.1 
Primary (V-V I j . ) 1209739 277709 23.0 3033966 891680 29.4 
K idd l e ( V I I I - I I L ) 684821 132230 19.3 1670767 448407 26.8 
Ha t r i e 0 0 424542 57269 13.5 1415268 323914 22.9 
In te rmed ia te (3.1-jCII) 86892 15478 17.8 600683 224793 37.4 
Degree 46945 7055 15.0 265512 61114 23.0 

H. Degree 21575 2749 12.7 76742 18539 24.2 

O r i e n t a l s 1901 198 10.4 9924 2443 24.6 

-ourc e Lee Table 5 
Tue nurnler of educated persons for the Below Primary and Primary l e v e l in 1961 i s 

g i v en f o r persons a^ed 10 years and above to make these figures comparable to 1973° Those who have 
a t t a ined I'hese l e v e l s in the 5-9 age group are excluded froro the t o t a l . In 1961, number of persons 
who have a t t a ined the Below Primary grades in the age group of 5-9 i s 348,027 f o r males and 109,465 
f o r f ema les . Tor I r imary l eve ls , this number is 18801 for males and 6764 f o r f emales . 



TABLE 12 a 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGES t F LITERATE BY AGE AT;D SEX 
AT DIFFERENT EDUCATIONAL LEVELb III PAKISTAN 1973. 

Educational 
L e ve l s 

Ago 

_ j. 

oex 

Below :'im ar-y 
i 

"T" I 1 1 
" T " 
I 

Primary eu nd Middle 

Number! PerceniJPercentj Number IPercentJPercent 
of | of 

Popula l l i ter 
of ; of 

L i t era }Popul 
t e s o J- t i o r . 

of 
r . i t era 
tes o 

i. 

of 
L i t e ra 
t e s . tion. ,'ates. 

r — 
Natric and_ Interme£iaj:e_ Degree and above,' A l l l e v e l s 

i » * [ [ ~ r 
PercentjFerc entI Numbei|Perc entJPorc cntJNumber {Perccnti 

of ! of ! of J of J of , o f ' of ! 
Popula Titera ! LitergjPopula jL i te ra JLitera opula 
tion. Jtes. I t es . ; t i on . |tes„ ! tes . ' t i on . 

Pc 
cc 
of 
L i 
at 

10-14 BS 1343476 16.7 42 oE 1747498 21.7 5 5 . 7 46671 0.5 1.5 - — _ 3137645 39.0 10 
M 981 5 0 9 21.9 42 c 0 ^ 1271326 28.3 55-6 32191 0.7 1.4 - - — 2285026 50.9 10 
P 3619C7 10.2 42 A 476172 13.4 55-8 14480 0.4 1.7 - — - 852619 24.0 1C 

15-19 BS 207951 3.3 9 .£ 1331262 24.2 62.6 573965 10.4 2 7 . 0 13199° 0 .2 0 .6 2126377 38.6 10 15-19 
154698 5 .0 7 A 0 1004425 32.2 47.2 417109 13.4 19.6 6978 0 .2 0 .3 1583210 50.8 T 

F 53253 C- 0 C. 9 . 8 326857 13.7 60.1 156856 6 . 6 28.9 6221 0 . 3 1.1 543167 22.7 1 

20-24 BS 112876 2 .6 r~ 
1 .9 651099 15.0 45.9 550261 12.7 38.7 104558 2 .4 7«4 1418794 32.7 1 

n 87260 3.7 £ .0 509123 21.8 46.5 425319 18.3 38.9 71798 3-1 6 .6 1093500 47.0 1 
p 25616 1 - 3 

r 
( .9 141976 7.1 43.6 144942 1.2 38.4 32760 1.6 10.1 325294 16.2 1' 

25 + .' v O 446804 1 .8 10 .0 2314961 9.4 51.8 1393761 5.6 31.2 304150 1.2 6 .8 4459676 18.2 T' 
M 3746^3 O n . <• 1C . 1 1919859 14.5 51.8 1141332 8.6 30.8 263478 2 .0 7.1 3699352 27.9 i 
F 721^.1 O.b c »5 3 9 5 1 0 2 3.5 51.9 252429 2.5 33.1 40672 0 .4 5 .3 760324 6 .8 1 ,r 

A l l BS 2111107 5 . 0 18 .9 6044820 14.3 54.3 2564658 6.1 23.0 421907 1 . 0 3.8 11142492 26.3 1 
Ages H 1598150 b . 9 16 .4 4704733 2 0 .3 54.3 2015951 8.7 23.3 342254 % 5 4 .0 8661088 37.4 I • 
( 1 0 + ) P 51295° 2 . 7 2C .7 1340087 7 . 0 54.0 548707 2.9 22.1 79653 0 .4 3.2 2481404 13.0 1 

a A l l l e v e l s axclu&ee the l i t e r a t e s of or iental education due to their smal ler number, 
l l a t r i c u l e t e s on ly . 

° Degree ho lders ojJLj . 
• Source: Tinpub] ishec HED survey data, fable 3 



T A B L E 8 a 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LITE2A£tS BY AGE AND SEX 
AT DIFFERENT EDUCATIONAL LEVEL L URBAN AREAS OF 
PAKISTAN, 1973° 

Educat iona l 
L e v e l s Belovr Pi imary Primary 

Age kjCJC 
Number 

of 
L i t e r a 

oi ; % of 
Popu | l i t e r 
l a t i o n , ateso 

i 
i t̂ 

Number 
of • 

Litera 
tes. 

and I'iiddle jiiatric and Intermediate Degree and 
above 

% of 
popu 

I % of 
' L i t -

1, ' ' i i 
Number ^ of 

lat ion eratesj ° f ;P°PU j 1:; , - . , Litera llatioii atesl L i t e ra l l a - J a t es 
] _ 1 „ ! t e s . j tion 'p 

A l l L eve l s ' 

' % of ; Number; % of j % ox-
l i t e r of | p o p u j l i t e r 

Number 
of 

L i t e r a 

% Of' % 
popu! 1 

I l a - [era 
t i o n.,' 

10-14 

1 5 - 1 ' 

20- 24 

25+ 

XJD 
M 
F 

iifj 
n 
F 

Ed 
lvi 
F 

BS 
M 
F 

A l l Ages BS 
(10+ ) M 

F 

5J4891 
3257<i-5 
2 0 9 1 4 6 

82799 
5 1P08 
30991 

47811 
3157» 
16233 

198461 
1480°5 

50366 

363^62 
557226 
306736 

22.7 
25.5 
19.3 

4 .9 
5.6 
4.1 

3-6 
4.3 
2.7 

3 . 1 
4.1 
1 »7 

7-3 
8 . 6 
5 . 1 

3 7 . 6 
37°4 
37-9 

8.1 
4 . 9 
0.2 

6.7 
6.6 
7.0 

9-0 
8.6 
9.6 

16.1 
15.1 
18.2 

962212 28.9 60.5 
530114 41.6 60.8 
332098 30-7 60.1 

564496 33.3 33.4 
357603 30.4 55-7 
206890 27.2 54.8 

264017 20.0 37.2 
172513 23.7 36.1 
91504 15,4 39.5 

2690746 
1777670 
913076 

1000024 15 .4 45.2 
717440 20.1 42.5 
282584 9.7 54 .6 

22.7 
27.3 
17.1 

50.2 
48.3 
54.2 

26303 1.1 
15551 1.2 
10752 1 . 0 

361248 21.3 
2273&7 24.4 
133881 17.6 

311699 
o " a c. lOOUO 
93031 

23.6 
30.0 
15.7 

761740 1 1 .7 
610412 17.1 
151328 5„2 

1460990 12.3 
1071998 16.5 
388992 7.3 

1.8 
1.7 
1.9 

1423406 
871410 
551996 

60.4 1 
68.4 T 
51.0 1( 

35.4 10610° 0 .6 l.O 1019150 60. ,2 1' 
35-4 4868 0 • 5 0.8 641646 68. .9 1v 
35-5 5742 0, ,0 1 -5 377504 49. .6 1 

43.9 85403 6. ,5 12.0 708930 53. ,6 1( 
45.8 54436 7- r~ 

• J '11. '0 477195 65-.5 40,1 30967 5-.2 1 3 . 4 231735 39. .1 

34.5 250026 3. • 9 1 1 . 3 2 2 1 0 2 5 1 34. 2 '1 • 
36.2 211989 6. ,0 12.6 1687936 47- 4 1C 
20.0 380?? A 3 7-3 522315 18. 0 v 

27.2 346039 2. 9 6 . 5 5361737 45. /-I C. 1 
29.1 271293 4. 2 7 . 4 3678187 56. 5 K 
23.1 74746 1 . 4 4 .4 1683550 31. 5 1 V 

a,. A l l l e v e l s excludes oriental education. 

o. M a t r i c u l a t e s o i l y , 
c . Degree in genera l education. 



TABLE 12 a 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE CP LITERATES BY AGE AND SEX 
AT DIFFERENT EDUCATIONAL LEVELS E, RURAL AREAS 

PAKISTAN, 1973. 

Educat iona l 
L e v e l s 

Age Sex 

Below Pr imary 

Vf Number! 
1 of ! 
< L i t e r a ! 

of 
ivula-

tCi 

of 
:.ra 

Primary and Middle 

i Perc entjpcrcentj Number |P ere entj7" or cent) Number 
; of i of of 
JPopula-jLitera ! L i t era 

t i o n . '.tes. ! tes . Jtion. |tes. tes 

i 
Eiatric and Intermediate 

r ercent{Perc entj Numb or 

Degree ana above 
r 

Of 
Popula 
tion. 

of ! o f 
Litera! L i t e r a 
tes. ! t e s . 

J i l l L e v e l s 
T" 

PereontJF,.rcenb1 Number! Per 
of ! o f [ o f ,'cent 

Popula JLitora ! L i t e r s f o f 
t i o n . iteso J t e s . Ig^gjjl 

10-14 Bb 
M 
F 

808580 
655764 
152821 

14.2 
20 0 4 
6.2 

47.1 
64.4 
50.8 

885286 
741212 
144074 

15-6 
23.1 
5.8 

SI ,6 
52.4 
47.9 

20368° 
16640 
3728 

0.4 
0.5 
0.2 

1.2 
1.2 
1.2 

•15- 19 jjkj 
M 
F 

12^152 
10cd89 0 
22262 

3.3 
4.7 
A ll I > 

11.3 
10.9 
15.4 

766769 
646822 
119947 

20.1 
29-6 
7.4 

69 0 2 
68.7 
72-3 

212717 
189742 
22975 

5.6 
8-7 
1.4 

19.2 
20.1 
13.9 

20 -24 BS 
M 
F 

65065 
55682 
9383 

O O . - . C. 
3*5 
0.7 

c .2 
9.0 

-10.0 

387082 
336610 
50472 

12.8 
21-1 
3.6 

54.5 
^4-6 
53 = 8 

238562 
2066M 
31911 

7-9 
12.9 
2.3 

33-6 
33>5 
34.0 

25 + BS 
M 
F 

248343 
226588 

21755 

1.4 

0 .3 

11.0 
11.2 
9.1 

1314937 
1202419 
112518 

7.3 
12.4 
1.4 

58.3 
59-8 
47.3 

632021 
530920 
101101 

3.5 
5.5 
1.2 

28.0 
26.4 
42.5 

A l l 
Ages 
(10+ ) 

Bo 
M 
F 

124714^ 
10-4 0924. 
206221 

4.1 
6 .2 
1.5 

21.6 
20 0 9 
25.8 

3354074 
2927063 
427011 

11.0 
17.5 
3.1 

58.0 
58.7 
53-5 

1103668 
943954 
159715 

3.6 
5.6 
1.2 

19.1 
18.9 
20.0 

2589 
2110 
479 

19155 
17362 
1793 

54124 
51489 
2635 

75868 
70961 
4907 

0.1 
0.1 

0 , 6 
1 . 1 
0 .1 

0.3 
0.5 

0.2 
0.4 

0.2 
0.2 
0.2 

? 7 
2 . 8 
1-9 

2.4 
2.6 
1.1 

1.3 
1.4 
0.6 

1714239 30.1 
1415616 44.0 

300623 '12.2 

1107227 29*0 
941564 43,2 
165663 10..? 

709864 
616305 

93559 

23.5 
7 0 r 

yi J > U 
6.6 

2249425 12.5 
2011416 20.8 
238009 2.9 

5780755 18.9 
4982901 29.8 
797854 5 .8 

a . A l l l e v e l s exc ludes ' or iental education!, 
b . Ma t r i cu l a t e s on l y . 
c . Degree in genera l education. 

Source: Unpublished HED survey data. Table 3. 



TABLE 12 a 

ENROLMENT RATIOS J3Y GROUI | D SEX 
IN PAKISTAN, 1961 A?H) 1973-

1961 1973 
t 1 

Number Enrol | Number Enrol J Number Enrol 
of ment j of mont ! of ment 

Students Ra t i o ! Students Ratio j Students Ratio 

Number Enrol 
of ment 

Students Ratio 

Number Enrol 
of ment 

students Ratio 

ITumber Enrol 
of ment 

Students Rat io 

To t a l J Male , Female Total Male Female 

. - 1 2225081 J-*. -L X 
AgCS 
(10+) 

5-9 982300 

10-14 888529 

15-19 3.24092 

20-24 19998 

25 + 10162 

6.7 1656-46 10.6 566635 3-7 6314893 12.1 4617987 16.3 1696906 

15.2 691011 20.0 2 9 1 2 8 9 9 = 7 1746475 1 7 . 9 1202771 23 0 3 543704 11 8 

23.2 674410 32.2 214119 1 2 . 5 2781575 3 4 . 6 2054820 45.8 726755 20.4 

9 .2 267922 14.0 5S170 3-5 •990131 1 8 . 0 766818 24. 6 223313 9-3 
0.6 16432 1.0 3566 0.2 269283 6.2 202329 8.7 66954 3.3 
0.1 8671 0.1 1491 0.02 527429 2 . 2 391249 2.9 136180 1.2 

Source: 

i ) Pakistan Census organization. Census of Pakistan 1961. Vol. I . Table 22 

i i ; Unpi o l i shed HEP Survey data, 1973. Table 5 



TABLE 12 a 

ENROIHENT RATIOS BY AGE GROUP "ID 3EX IN 
URBAN-RURAL AREAS OP IAx,IST^:, 1961 .IIP 1975. 

1961 1973 

Age 

. . 

Number 
of 

Students 

Enrol J 
mo.it ; 
Ra t i o 

i 

Number 
of 

Students 

Enrol 
ment 
Ratio 

| Number 
I of 
J Students 
1 

^nrol 
ment 
Ratio i 

Number 
of 

Students 

Enrol 
mont 
Ratio 

Number 
; of 
, Students 

.enrol 
ment 
Rat io 

r • -
Numb or 

of 
ntudents 

Enro 
mcnt 
Ra t i 

T o t a l ; Mai e j Pemale j Total j Male Female 
RURAL iiRjai.O 

A l l Ages 
( 5 + ) 

1209837 4 0 0 989293 7*4 220544 1.9 3264048 8.7 2679632 13.1 584416 3.4 

5-9 597465 11.9 452355 16.8 145110 6.2 901343 12.5 706401 18.6 194942 5.8 
10-14 469215 16.8 400348 25.8 68865 5-5 1483270 26.1 1248659 38.8 2346'H 9.5 
15-19 138142 r h. / • 131893 9.6 6249 0.5 445399 11.7 402207 18.4 43192 2.6 
20-24 0.1 2949 2.5 204 0.1 107465 3.6 85383 5.3 22082 1.6 
25 +- 1864 u.1 1748 0,0* 116 - 1 326571 1.8 236982 2.4 89589 1.1 

URBAN ARRAS 

A l l Ages 
( 5+ ) 

1015244 1R.5 669153 14.6 346091 9.8 3050845 21.1 1938355 24.6 1112490 16.9 

5-9 384855 26.6 238656 31.2 146179 21.4 845132 32.8 496370 36.8 348762 28.4 
10-14 419316 '4-1.4 274062 50.0 145254 31.2 1298305 55.1 806161 63.2 492144 45.5 
15-19 185950 19.4 136029 25.4 49921 11.8 544732 32.2 364611 39.1 180121 23.7 
20-24 16845 1.9 13483 2.6 3362 0.9 161818 12.2 116946 16.0 44872 7.6 

25+ 8298 0 .2 6923 0.3 1375 0.1 200858 3.1 154267 4 .3 46591 1.6 

source : - i ) Jen: ;us of Pakistan 1961, Vol. I . Table 23 
i i ) Ur published H ED survey data 1973 „ Table 5 



TABLE 12 a 

ENROLMENT RADIOS BY SEX AND SIf GLE YY 
URBAN —iiI3RAL AELtiAS i ixiAlt»x^. 1975• 

TOTAL ' RURAL i i 

^oth Soxes Male Female ! Both Sexes Kale i 

_i.ll Ages 
CS+) 12.1 16.3 7.1 8.7 13.1 

3 Tears 5.7 7.1 4.2 3-3 4.8 
6 » AKt R i a. 0 y 15.8 8.9 8.0 11.6 
7 20.0 25.8 13.6 13.8 P0.1 
8 23.6 310 3 14.8 ^7.3 25.8 
9 " 31.2 40.8 20,1 22.8 33.7 

34. 1 44 = 4 20.9 25.8 7<7.5 
11 39.3 51.8 24.9 29.3 4--.1 
12 33.9 45.3 18.6 26.1 ;9.0 
13 " 
1/' " 

36.7 48.2 22.2 27.0 •'.0.3 13 " 
1/' " 3^ .7 42.9 17.9 23-7 ^6.5 
15 21.9 29.M- 11.6 15.1 23.3 
16 20.8 £±6.6 1'i.0 ri-. c. 22.4 
17 20.6 27o9 11.5 10.8 19.7 
18 ' . 13.3 18.2 6.3 8.3 12.9 
19 13.1 18.7 6.4 6.4 11.1 
20 6.1 8.8 2.9 3.2 5.3 
21 " 10.5 13.4 6.8 6.6 8.6 
22 5.6 7.5 3.3 3.3 4.5 
23 6.1 8.4 3.4 3.9 5.5 
24 4.8 7.2 2.3 3.1 5.0 
25+ " 2.2 2.9 1.2 1.8 2.4 

Sourcc r. - Unpublished HED Survey data 1973, Table 5. 

rto OF AGE IN 

j URBA 

Fer:ale ' Both Sexes Male Female 

1.8 
4.1 
6.8 
n h i « •• 

10.2 
10.6 
11.9 
8.7 
9.6 
7.0 
3 . 4 
3-4 
2.7 
2.0 
1.0 
0.8 
4.3 
1.9 
2.0 
1.3 
1.1 

21.1 

12.1 
24.8 
37.5 
42.1 
53.5 
55.8 
59.9 
54.3 
57.0 
49.7 
38.1 
36 »3 
35-4 or, 
24.6 
13.7 
17.3 
10.6 
10.8 
8.2 
3-1 

24.7 

13.4 
27 o 2 
41.9 
47.9 
60.0 
67 J , 4 
67.6 
62.4 
66.1 
58.5 
4 b . 5 
4 o-3 
42.7 
31.7 
30.9 
18.4 
21.0 
13.9 
14.0 
11.1 
4.3 

16.9 

10.7 
2 L * J 
32.7 35.7 
46.2 
46.9 
51.0 
43.9 
46.7 
40.1 
30.4 
27.3 
26.7 
16.5 
16.4 

9.4 
11.9 
6.4 
6.6 
4.7 
1.6 



rPnELE 13 

NUMBER OF STUDS?®3 3Y i$UCA' 
AS PEROIET OF f L ^ STUDENTS 

L 1961 

educational j 
jevcl£ cum- ; 

Number of students -!-• em ales 
peted. ; 

! 
Male Female percent 

males. 

Tota l students 1658446 566635 34.2 
Eolov Primary 

( I - I V ) 
1073607 428952 40.0 

Primary 
( . -v ' lJ ) 363745 87837 24.1 

Middle 
( / I I I ) 

76444 17952 23.5 

Matrie 
( i : - P ) 

108801 23466 21.6 

Intermediate 
( X I - X I I ) 26860 6099 22.7 

Decree 

Hicner Degree 

Or ienta ls 

6895 

1997 

97 

1852 

464 

13 

26.9 

23.2 

13.4 

Source : - See Table 12, 

ICT-i 1 A v ELS ,_ND FEMALES 
IN RnviSTAN, 1961. AND 1973. 

1973 
Number of Students 

Hale Female 

1122099 

5̂ -9866 

+33021 

361152 

4617987 1696906 

2079879 857030 

365523 

167414 

109995 

172346 

Females as 
Percent of 
males. 

36.7 

41„2 

32.6 

30.4 

25.4 

4-7.7 

69906 18177 26.0 
22305 5363 24.0 
4219 1058 23.1 



TABLE 14 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTE N Ox' STUliEJIS ROLLS BY HIGHEST 
GRADE PASSED IN URBAN aND Ru tiAL kRE.S II. PAi%jS3I'AL 

"1^61 AND 1975̂  

Year 1961 1973 

TOTAL RURAL ' URBAN T0T~L RURAL URBAN 
1 

Grades J S e x 
Cornple J 
t_ecU_ | 

r,'o of "'•) of 
Popula Stu-
oior. d?nts 

% of % of 
Popula Stud 
tion. ents. 

% of % of 
Popula ^tud 
t ion. ents 

% of % of 
Popula Stud 
tion. ents 

% of % of 
Popula Stu-
t ion. dents 

% of % of 
Popula .a tu-
t i o n . dents. 

Not Bd 2 . 0 3 1 . 0 1 . 8 3 3 . 1 2.8 22.4 - — _ 
passed I'i 2 c 27.2 2.4 5 1 . 7 3.0 20.5 - - — _ 
any grade P 1 . 6 42.0 1.3 67.2 2.5 26.0 - - - - - -

Below BS z.* 56.6 1 . 8 36.3 4.6 36.9 5.6 46.5 4.3 46.5 9 . 1 43.0 
Primary 3-5 '7.6 2.9 38.9 5.2 35.6 7.3 45.0 6.3 48.4 1 0 . 0 40.4 
( I - I V ) P 1 . 3 33.7 0.5 24.6 3.9 39.4 3.6 49.8 1.9 56.1 8 . 0 47.5 

Primary BS A n 24.3 1.0 2 1 . 5 3.4 28.2 4.2 34.9 2.9 33.4 7 . 7 36 „ 6 
and 2^5 2o. '"> 1.8 24.6 4*-3 29.4 5.9 36.2 4.7 35.8 9 . 1 ^6.8 
P i dd l e P 0.7 1 8 . 7 0.1 7.4 2.5 25.9 2 . 2 31.4 0 . 8 22.4 6.1 36.2 
( V - V I I I ) 

36.2 

I ' iatric and BS 0.5 7-4 0.2 4.0 1.4 11.5 2 . 0 16.7 1.4 16.0 3.7 17.3 
Tntorred i M 0.3 '5.2 0.3 4.7 1.9 13.3 2.7 16.7 1.9 14.9 4.7 19.1 
a t e ( ^ - A l l ) 1 C.2 3.2 0.0 0.8 0.8 8.1 1.2 16.6 0.7 21.1 2.4 14.3' 
Degree and BF C.03 0 5 - ° J 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 1.8 0.1 0-7 0 . 6 3-0 
above(XI I+ ) M 0.5 0.1 0.1 0 . 2 1.1 0.3 2.0 0.1 0 . 8 0.9 3-7 

P 0.02 0.'- 0.0 0.1 0.1 0 . 6 0.1 1.4 0.1 0.3 ' 0.3 1.9 
To t a l BS 6.7 100 4.9 100 12.5 100 12.1 100 8 . 7 1 0 0 21.1 1 0 0 

M 9-3 100 7.4 100 14.6 100 16.3 100 13.1 1 0 0 24.7 100 
7*1 3.7 100 1 . 9 100 9.8 100 7.1 100 3.4 1 0 0 16.9 100 

Noi:e:-i) Orie itals are excluded from total students because of their n eg l i g i b l e number-
ii )The 1973 data do not provide the number with ' I I o t passed any grade' whi le the 

1^61 census gives such enrolment, 
.jounce:-See Table 12. 



Table 15 

E N R O L M E N T B Y L E V E L S O F E D U C A T I O N A N D I S H L ® A S P E R C E N T O F T O T A L S T U D E N T b 

IK P A K I S T A N , 1 9 7 0 - 7 1 , 1 9 7 1 - 7 2 , 1972-73(-BUC.,TI0r B U R E A U ) A N D 1 9 7 3 ( H E D S u r v e y ) 

Level of Education 
1070-71 (Education Bureau) 1971-72 ( E d u c a t i o n Bureau) 1972-73 (E ducation Bureau) 1973 (HED Survey) 

ES F °/o¥ BS F %F BS F % F BS F 

I s t Level 
(Primary, I-V) 3,992,721 1,058,618 27 4,115,470 1 , 1 1 3 , 5 8 8 27 ' 4,442,779 1 ,214,403 27 4,424,531 1 ,222,553 2i 

2nd Level 
(Secondary; IV-X) 1 ,324,421 258,123 19 1 ,382,248 280,580 20 1 ,4I4,7>10 269,929 19 1,232,498 276,788 2c 

3rd Level 
(Intermediate and 
Degree) 196,867 49,542 25 183,907 48,354 26 200,000 50,000 25 596,247 186 . (>o4 3', 

Univers i ty l e v^ l 
(Higher degree) 57,280 9,150 15 58,479 9,743 17 59,896 9,896 17 56,340 5 ,513 17 

TOTAL 5,571,289 1,375,433 25 5,740,104 1,452,265 25 6,116,985 1,544,282 25 6,309,616 1,695,848 2.7 

NOTE: l ) 2nd l e v e l xr eludes high schools and secondary vocational institutions-; univers ity l eve l includes degree 
obtained in profess ional col leges a l so . 

2) The 1 9 7 3
 Tr;

'A) Purvey f igures exclude students in or ienta l education. 

S O U R C E : 1) U n p u b l i s h e d rmD S u r v e y data, 1973. Table N o .5 . 

2) Eureau of Educational Planning, Pakistan Education Stat ist ics , 19^7-48 - 1972-73. 



TABLE 16 

ANEUiJ 
ASIAN 

j ENROLMENT AY A A 
COUNTRIES, 1960-69 

1 TVC K̂  l ii U-.il. 
0 

JJJ.: j Hi 1 iilv I S M AL"D SOME 

Grade 
1 
! I 
1 

I I I I I IV v VI V I I V I I I I I X 

0 ountry !. 1y60 
i 

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1 9 6 

Both eexes 

i- akistan 657905 510661 429356 387517 366924 280075 252300 223597 158430 157; 

Ban .3l0.de sh 1 7 4 4 0 2 1 736683 L\ 6880 5 462031 437979 237978 209346 230512 199097 1 9 0 - 1 

India 133°1347 8121148 6718602 5754632 4964247 4196176 3643344 - - - -

I ran 319428 313318 295557 256553 237794 224437 183547 148483 140919 1 1 0 9 

vest .layai.a 200793 199685 197519 192396 181087 - 112977 106225 104622 54" 

i i'iil I "inec: 1^15202 663291 828371 759749 669909 - 395774 331850 308744 272' 

•hail. Ad 1336521 947985 852533 728066 180422 158976 143794 120253 114051 11C-

. a! L can 1520C0 1 0 1 0 0 5 94512 

Tonoles 
64530 70761 63639 56267 44124 31307 ' 30 

Bangladesh. 33429 -̂ 203588 123128 119675 107314 37961 33683 33772 18238 L 

India 46809C 9 2736855 2195442 1825649 1524406 1172329 1012447 - - -

I ran 102932 102391 95156 83^09 77539 72788 59699 49399 46841 35-

.jCSC MalE j£ 1p 93466 92717 90942 86661 79604 70986 43228 41491 417558 2 2 c 

1-hi l ip ines 478084 409733 393049 366853 329610 281432 191678 164748 154912 140 

Ihai land 6357<4 453978 409705 354443 74817 6 5 4 4 5 58586 48214 46037 4 5 . 

1 o r e : - 2nd l e v e l (grade VI onwards ) represents general education only-

vOiircf1: TJiS i.. j JO 0 I 
Ta t l e 29 

rogress of 
and 30. 

Education in the A sian Kegion. Second s t a t i s t i c a l Supplement nangkok , 197 



TABLE 12 a 

-A-ii/T lid.'! J, _ L i l i x T 1-iKJ Ei xRlimAY iliD oLCONLii-Rx oUHOUij I E 
FAEIST;2T AITD GOfiE A.SI&1I COUNTRIES. 1960-69. 

I I I I I I IV V VI V I I V I I I IX X 

1960 1 9 6 1 1962 1963 1964 1975 1 9 6 6 196? 1 9 6 8 1 9 6 9 

BOTH CBXIP 

Pakistan 100 77. 6 65 .3 58.9 55. 8 42 .6 38 .4 34, .0 24. 1 23. .9 
BangleIcsh 100 42. 2 26 .9 26.5 25. 1 13 .6 1 2 . .0 13. ,2 1 1 . 4 1 0 . 
India 100 60. 6 50 .2 43.0 37. 1 31 .3 27. .2 - -

I ran 100 98. 1 92 .5 80.3 74. 4 7C • 3 57-.5 46. .5 44. 1 34. 
i n f o s t Malaysia 100 99o 4 98 .4 95.8 90. 2 56. • 3 52. >9 52. 1 26. .9 
Ph i l ip inoF 100 85. 0 81 .6 74.8 66. 8 39< .0 32. • 7 30. 4 26. .9 
Thailand 100 70. 9 63 .8 54.5 

F U A 
13. 

T T'Q •JjJjO 

5 11 .9 10. • 7 9< >0 8. 5 8. .3 

Pakistan 100 76. 5 71 .6 48.9 53. 6 48 .2 42. .6 33. .4 2 5 . 7 22, .7 
Bangladesh 100 38. 1 23 .0 22.4 20. 1 7 .1 6. .3 6. .3 3» 4 4. ,2 
Ind ia 100 58. 5 46 .9 39.0 32. 6 25 .0 21. .6 
I ran 1(0 99. 5 92 .4 81.0 75. 3 70 .7 58. .0 48, ,0 45. 5 34. ,2 
iTest Malaysia 1(0 99. 2 97 .3 92.7 85. 2 75 • 9 46. ,2 44. .4 44. 7 23. ,6 
P h i l l i p i n e s 100 85. 7 82 .2 76.7 68. 9 58 .9 40, .1 34. .5 32. 4 29-• 5 
Thailand 100 71. 6 64 • 7 55.9 11. 8 10. .3 9. .2 7. ,6 7 . 3 7. .2 

Koto : - Foi details see footnote 6 i1 the text. 
Source:- 3et table 16. 
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