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of the major social devezwnte  that K e r b  aa,n .$ak 

pride in is the near-universal l i te racy  of ite pople .  BcoordFng , , 

1981 bmw, Ithe li , terates h Kerala formed nearly 70 per .- 
cent d the pdplletion. Sfnce chil&en below the ago of eight, 

who ' would aoaounC for not less than 17 to 18 per cent of the  

population, would re- flliterate even in a,sfiuatbn in which 

there exist8 r~ady I. avallabili . ty of ubiquitous priaay schooling , 

facil it ies,  the state may be taken t o  ha.ve b e t  reached the stage 

af universal literzay. The parcentage of literacy for twn is as 

high cia 74 and. %hat for vcmr. 64 . These rztes me mch higher than 

the correspondLng dl-Indie rates 2*Ld are  the hlgheet '<among $he 

djfferent stetes in the country. 'Phia epectnoular *vament L 

doubtlees the r e e u l t  of the eqcceas of the a t a t e  ' a  primary &mation 

system, which haa gcowx~ froni streugth to- strength over the lest 

lWndred yeara .or more, The history of ito evolution and the factara 

underlyiag Its success should be of interest to educationiab u d  

educat&nal planners f&cu&out the country pa&icula~l~ becase. t h e  

efforta made h ~ 3 %  par t6  of the' counby @rb.g k b  Laat several 

,-dewdee -to expand prbary eduoatfon with a view Co achieving unfvarsd 

lftwaqy haw, remibed wsucoeeafl,d. 

~ ~ . ~ w l e d g e  with thank8 the help received Pram S k i  Joeeph Tho- .:' 
f o r  oolleat i o n  of ,data from the  old record4 a e l l ~ r  of the ~ears'tarbt , 
&-nt of ELerala, 'lkiv&drum. ' 



Before we take up the discusai.>n cf tk. prba~asos f a c t o x  

of growth of the primary education syoten in' Kerala, it my be wsrtk i -  

w h i l e  to  preface it with a. f e w  facts abcut the geosaphical and histo- 

rioal aheracteriatica of the region. TUB atate, which wae known 

from very sncient time8 ae the Malabcar coast, came urader a a w l e  

adninistretive authority only, in 1956 ooneequent on the'fom?+ion of 

lkguiafie atates In India, It had remained se three aepaate  ~;&r?i- 

n i ~ t r a t i v e  u n i t e ,  the primely Statee of bvancore  and Cochin and 

the Malabar d i a t r i c t  of the m a e  presidemy, for about a oentury ~ n d  

a half after the e a t a b l i e b n t  of the werlordahip of the region by 
~ < 

the Brit- in 1793. The ratntea of !Cravmre and Corbin ~ ~ @ I ~ E € ? ~ V G E  

oame into exiet.enoo only duing the second h d f  of the eighteenth 

aszrhwy. Prior t o  that period. the reglcin of Kerrla hzd been under the 

oonfml of a large number of petty chieftains rnd princes. It wae 

the conquest o f  the.  neighbowing principdit iee by the ru le r  .of Vend 

Ln the eoufhern t i p  of the M a b a r  c~: ist  that led t o  the formaticn of 

'Pravancore; the domain af Cochin was confined to a mall m a  aqueeasc? 

in between thoee of Travanoore and of the Zomorin of C d i o u t ,  The 

efforte msde by the Zemoria of ddicut to become the king of the 

enthe Malabar coaef did n o t  awoeed. Milabaa c w e  under the mlf. .~f 

the Sultana of Mysore during 1766-1792 and aftemomla &ex direct , 

British rule, The States of Travonoore and &chin were integ.ratc.2 

h f o  a siagle stete in 1949, Boon after the attdnnent of hiependor:~.: 

of India. b t e r  in 1956, oonaoquent on tho formetion of liz-@&ic 

states in the sountry,.Mab811: which had wlnained p a t  of t h ~  Pkdras 

atate waa added on to, and a few Paluke a% the southern a t b e m e  t&ea 



. w a y  from, Travmc(~zy.\-Cochh t o  f om tile s-osent s t ~ t e  of Kcrala. 

GeogrzpMcdZy   pea king, K e r d n  foms one of tho  very amall 

s tz tes  of India. It lies et the wuthem end of bhc- bdian sub- 

oontinent botween 8O18 an3 12°47' naxth laf itude and 74O82' ~?nd  

7T024' en& longitude flanked by t k i e  Arabian se.? on the west and 

the Indian obean the south. The Weetern Chats fcm its eastern 
. . 

boundacy and in the north l i e  thc vestern districts of ikmatakk.  

T b  s ta te  foms a narrow s t r i p  of land' with an arma of nearly 37 

thousand aquare kilqmeters' end 1- a long sea coast af about 580 ki lo-  

metres, The population Fn Xerda in 1981 ' B % O O ~  & 25.4 -on* 

The lnsulatisn from the rest of the world by the lofty 

klre~itern Ohate on the ea~t and the grab1a.n sea on the weet had been 

factors whicp oontributed t o  tho developnent of a people, a language, 

and c culture unique in aeve?-1 reepots .  'It B insulated existenoe 

w w  however never wmplete and used fa be @isturbed by foreigners 

who came by the  Boa fcr trade in agricultural products  and forests  

produce r The trade ,oontaa t s of the lklabar cuaot 'with foreign oount- 

r i e e  began 59- &wly as at l e e s t  the seventh century B.C. Streams of 

population from the n~rthcrn parts of the country d s o  flowed in to  

ICorala since very e a r l y  t h e s .  The l4alaba.r c ~ a e t  bas not experienced 

in Its long history, any ax- jor 'w'ars w i t h  outsiders, e, fact whioh 

aooounte f o r  the uninterrupted and peaceful progress that it eadoyed 

till-very l a te  when the weatern powers -- the Por jqwsc ,  the mttah, 

the mnoh pad the a g l i s h  in qdck 'auaoession - boean their squ@blse 

in Indie for' m o n o p o ~ ' ~ p o s l t i o n s  in trade and territorial oontrol. 



- Sre la  has -long and rich traditions ~f aducation, 1-e 

and l ik ra turc .  %en durihg the pre-Britiah period, wkdch ended In 

Kcrala in 1773, educational fzci l i t ies  h,sd been quite widespred in 

every r e ~ l a o  cf the area. Rowcver such facilities were not equdly 

acoessiblb t o  all tbe diff srent s o c i o ~ ~ n o n l c  strate. In fact the 

distribution of educet ional opportunities was in thoso b y e  determined 

.by .the pattern of ili stributbn of ownership and oontrol of land, the 

The Mgher castes of Wuism,  euch aa the Brahdna and the 
E 

Naha, were the owners of lmd. T h y  leased out mlr lands tp, tenants 

wh;c belonged to the comunitiee of N,aise .  -va& M r ~ ~ l i m s  4 S Y T i q  

Christians. The tenants cultivated their leased-b lah;ls w i t h  the 

mnua3 labour of the ~ e s t i c . a l a v s s  who oarue metly from the oa,8tes 

of P 3 a v h  Faava, and Kuravj. The higher oastes among the Hindus 

looked dawn upon trade arxi comerce a~ occupations cf an inferior 
n 

~ o o i a l  atatus. "he only emplopexit that thEy took pride Sn was 
. . 

g o v e m t  eervice in whioh they were w i l l -  t o  t ake  up even yery 
/ 

inferior positions withou; any quaha .  Comaace and trade were there- 

fore - In the haud$'af . C b r i a t h ,  Muelirus, aad t o  a l W t e d  

extent the Ezlxw* a,lnm&oally strcng o f  B L n d d  In 
J 

Kerda. 

We fin& that the duoational -opporhrattiee were a.&r refle- 

ction of tho e c c ~ m i c  pow- w a d e d  by the di f fe~n t  .eectiom. T& 

high= caertes of H h d u i a ,  m h  ae tho Bralxnhq and tbe had 



well-developed institutional t ; r ~ ~ ~ ; e ~ l c i ? . t s  of their own for edncafir-g- 

their ohildxen, p.zrtioulz.rlp the i r  sons @ nephews. In theory, 

education vsa the n u n o p l y  of the J3rdmlm,u in 2rmtics, it w a s ,  
. . 

however, w i t h i m  the reach of elmoot all the socially privileged 

Lot&ons of the population.d ~e;srtl;elcss, vast sections oi t@ 

sooiety belonging t o  t h e  'depressed altlseest of the Hindu society, 

d id  not enjoy, in general, f aci l i t lee  f o r  education and ru~i> 

steeped in i l l i teracy. There existed d e e r  difference between the 

types and content of education that the &ahulna anri the b i g h e  cssta~ 

received and that received by the lower, intermediate a a t e , a  of . 
Hinduism. While the former reoeivect higher eduaation in sub j e o t  e 

auch as philoeo$hy, re f ig ion ,  logic, mthemat ice, medicine, archi- 

teo6fk.e wii r o e h e ,  a l l  In t i e  medium of the Sanskrit langue@, 

those lower down Ln-thee-aocial hieraxohy, but not of course at i t s  

lowest stra*, learned the a t a  of reading, writ lng and arithmatic. 

and the nrdimente of wricultural ahd rneteriologicd rjciences in t!le 
, - 

rnedfun of C h s h  mother tohgue. The l a t t e r  type of educat$oa~wae 

intenled " to  enable these oommmities in the purault of - their tre.=!i- 

ti~nal*ooouyations, the cultivation of  land. Non-Hindu oehmuniticb 

d a o  had t h e i r  ahurcn-sahools or Msrirnsas. The eduaation xeoeiired 'D;i 

' the. & s a t l o .  slave aasted consisted littJe elae than t h e h  folk loren 

1, yillinw e . Logn, ~ i a l s b a r  : by the Super'jlitendent , Govern- . 

knt h'eas, Y I A ~ ; ~ ) ,  p.109. F 

V..Neganl Aiyah, 'havancore State  F, ~ 1 . 1 ~  (&+e~lbendent, 
.Government grees ,  Trivmdnun, 190 , . p.445: 



and W l s  handed down from generation to eeherztion by word of 

With the assumit ion of power by t h e  British, the age-old aocial 

eq-ium began to get disturbed. ; The disturbance was the highest 

and their irnpact on society the most far-reaching in Travancore and, 

t o  a lesser extent, in Cochin, the two prinoely atates. Flalabar which 

cane d i r e c t l y  under British r u l e  was the least Fiffocted in so f:ir 

social and economic improveneats m e  concerned. I h  iblab*, thE 

Eritish kept untouched the feudal landlordim which then 2xeve.iled 

and enlisted the support of the land-owing classes in t h e i r  atte:~;*s 

t o  extort from the cultivators high rates of rent with o view -bo 

e h n o h g  the governmental revenue. The history of the Iblabu r eg ion  

during the n b e t e ~ n t h  century w,zs one of growing e o c i d  and cmunal 

w e s t ,  Umlseriaation of the t e m t s  .ad agriculturd lnbourers, 4 

kcreasin@, animosity between thc 31-uslim population and the 3lritish. 

Little progress therefore did teke pir-,ce in the fieLd of education iE 

that area except f o r  the in t roduct ion  of a few Ehglish Secondary Sc too l3  

and- colleges, ia vonf o w t y  with the policy followed in the reot  of 

hdia In pursuance of tile lines suggested by thc Minutes of Maaadqr. 
. - 

However, pr-.y education institutions also grow up in i h i t e d  nur!bt:rci 

mostly due to private agenoies and catered t o  the needs of the; rrclati-. 

vely w e l l 4 d o .  

U r d h  in MaJabas, the policy t ha t  the British-f olloweci bi Y'T.:T ,:?- 

oore and Cochin was acre positive. Even bef we .lthc 3 r i t h h  c m a ,  3ics.i- . 

f icant 0-8s hnd taken place in. l d  own~rship patterns in the36 'rin 

regionc;. In Tramcore, the lEtnde that had bolonged to chie f taha  a d  



lords had been taken aver t o  government by the ehd of the first  half 

of the eighteenth century by King Marthaadavdnna. In Cochin, during 

the 176)'s Saktan Tmpmxu~, the tllen  rule^, took way to government 

a sizeable proportion of 1mds ownpd by pSivate chieftains. This 

,ahange of titla of ormerrthig Prom private individuds t o  the govern- 
. .- 
C 

nent had not however ewificantli altered the 3eudd land relations, 

thce only r i d t  being thzt the government itself beoaiie the big~reet 

feudal lord. .Tile extent of the lands under govenzm~ent onwendlip vae 

fuztler extended in Travancore to nearly 75 per cent of the t o t a l  

cultivated area by the acquisition by the government of extensim 

, areas. o f  temple' ldnda dur ing  the aecond &a& of. the niaeteenth 

oentky.  f t wee this  near - monopoly of land by the govermmenf that 
- .  

led i ~ i  a mkter of a f e w  deaadee to the deolins in the land revenuea 

of tho government and subsequently during the 1063's to the reatmi 

ation of d-tivafed lande to the tenants themelver, by the mnfelrmbnt on 

then) of oumrskip ipighta. Eovever even b e f m  the areation of a n&m: 
. . 

ow clays of peasant propxietors., a, sezdes of t300fd r&,orm ma13p9 

wae - lintrbduced In Travanoore under the. aegis- of the early Britieh . 

BesI&qote~. . Among such r e f o m ,  promotion 4f education vaa OM, oh the 
, - ; .-= 

-st &g&icant. : S o a i d  ref oma intraduced ,Ih Cochin ;ere &so 

#anex& on the line@ of *hone htraducwd in 9r;wancokr Our discwsion 

of the evolution o,f the eduaation ags'tem La therefore c o n f h d  U y  

The beginnings ef the Western type of educat icn were laid ia 
. . 

~avanmm by the &it%& dm- t b  eeoPnd decade of the nineteenth 



aentury wh%n Protest ant Mis.sionariea were invi ted fmm lhgland t o  - - t o  the State  aria at& a process of establi- &&ah Schools 

with a itiew to mmr%ing people to Chrirrtlanity. T h i s  step waa taken 
- .  . 

as,p& of the- attern* of the British to &%ate Ultimately an India' in 

tht! British image. The Rritiah d e d b d  to concentrate their Gitl~dl 

efforts in ~ r a v a n k o r e . ~  The Missionaries received f r o m  the gove-.nt 

large amounts of money, vast tracto of I&, buildiogs d building 

4J 'm&erlale for construction of churches and eduaat iod  &ti&tiom. 
'+ 

Their educational.' activities were maiziLy colloentrated ambng the deprssseti 

conmrmvlities and theg were tmacemfd h corneating a h g e  &r of 

persbns belonging' to suoh c o m i t i e q  within a very short span of t h e .  !i/ 

y' Aooozd3n.g to Resident Munro I t h i  establishing a body of _native subjeots . 
oonnectedwith the nfa.88 of the people by a o o d t y  of m e ,  
oooupation, and pursuitu, osd united to the Rritiah go~ernmen-t -by the 
atrqpqep t ies  of ;ztlleian mi! ELI--- szfaty, abple means would be 
aaquirud of procuring ldormstion of the rjroceedings 05 f31e peoplo 
a d  of dl mchlnatione against th.- & i k i s h  power. EL the course of 
t@c, s t i l l  greater 'itdvi311t;;~;ea w ~ U I Q  a b e t  the. suppart-of a. respect- 
ableu body of Christ Ian subjects would' contk,ibutc: t o  e-trengthen *e 
Br i t i sh  power in those  juncture^ ~f conmotion and d i f f i ou l ty  which nuat 
be expectid to occur jn a country Eka India  thEt baa been in a state 
of rsvolution f o y  ~ c s .  The introdaction of Christianity 3n some of 
the provinces mgg'be attended w i t h  delays; .at in Tmvancore and CoOhin 
there is already a aumeroui body of Christian inhabit&ta who, :with ' 

-moderato a~sistance and encogage~snt fkom Brit iah governnient, , w i l l  
f irnly attach ther~ae$ves t o  fht, -intoreat e and prove of -torial 
e m i c e  h aupprting I t s  powert1. ColJ4tmm In W e e e  t c  the kvern- 
mnt of Fort St.Georee 8eer C.M.A-, C l-fcmh HI~torv of MI&, 3.f.S. 
.PS~BB, Vepew, W?, p-82. 

4 /  &Id., pp. l-85; ~.~.velu P L l l d ,  Travanoore State bmal, (Supt., h e r -  
nment Press, Trivandrwa, 7 9 4 ~ ) ,  vol.1, p.728; pol.=, p.538. 

' -3 

5/ Rev.Med, the Pioneer' &ow .the, Miaelcnariee brought down by 0b1,~aurro 
t 0  R~V~X~~CO- far ,~elykbat&pi a c t f d t b ~  -d 
in 1827,'barely after fduc ye=ork that 'uplard of !jO&l (pereuna) 
have r e p 6 ~  heathenisn4, C . k A w g r ,  u., p.761.. 



The Biasionmica d s u  were thc pioliecrs wf;~:ian'e educ;.tlon in -the 

State. For about f i f t y  yctxrs fxon 1817, English eCuc=?ticn in the 
. -- 

St& r o w e d  virtually in the lxtncs of' the Micsionit~ics . h w ~ v e r  the 
, 

enoom9cnent a t  the ;' l issi:)wie~ $ecciv@d f r ~ n  t h e  8overnni.nt bcgm 

oontributicn tkt the Missionaries ' e e  to t h e  c a s e  of educctipn ia the 

S t a f e  woe however smif i a r a t ,  n o t  pzely in tsme uf tli\ nubera fh~t 

they turned out, but Fn terns of t h e  rzwsonces t k~ t  t h e i r  efforts hti- 

l l o d  in tha minds of the 'depmeaed classes' about t h c k  accinl  !rights 

arc! in tho minds of the hieher upe in society abut the d m g k r s  to t h e e  

aocial powsr inlmrent in &ring 3 f m e  hmr! to thc Missic'naries in ttw 

field 'of educatf cm. The Miss i ~ m y  act i v i t i z  a fudhLx paved the way t o  

tho anactr;ont ~f a few lsgislatiuns clboliehinfl vexatious i r~poe i t iona  on 

tho l d w e r  oastes af tho iiirdu 3:cicty 61ic;: r-8 ;,all tax a d  oonpueory 

vork without wzgcs. The nost aignif i=at 'piece cf 16gialation wae the, 

zb~lition of slavery ,?nsse.:! in the year 1855. It: ha* been c l b d  tht 

about if6,MX) w e s t i c  alfiv& woro liberotcd '& T r i b ~ l c o r e . ~  %e dire*+' 

dkorte of t h e  govemont,  during t h ~  f irgf l d f  .of ths niPetcont32 cent- 

W y  at promoting Eh@lsh o.i.uoation, w e x  conf Fncd .to thc: establiahnent 

of the Ra$ahbs fmo sahobl Rnn tbreo o the r  &gliah schoola st the distriat 

level. 
. - 

, . ,  

For ihetsnoe, General hrllen who w m  thc hsidcnt  in Tr~vanocra f n ~  
about a quarter of a contury s i n c ~  thb e-ly l03Q'~ waa.'a purely, 

" 

wodly statesmen, auoh opposed t o  M i a s i o ~ j  o f f c r t  ' , Jbi4. , pp.47-48. 



b l q p d a n  (which is th~  rae:i,;n;il lcm7.1czr:.e) ec?uc.~,tion ~?ls!> bel;~n 

to receive the attention of t n ~  {;cv~h-:b::,~r_t I\rc?.. the e a l y  d ~ c c l i e u  -~f 

the nineteenth century. The - ., yesc r ip t  cf thc p-incesa ~ f '  Trwi..ncore 

issued h 1817 h e  becone & d l y  f eaous, eventhough "if' w a  ism!i W e r  

the advice of the Resident Colonel Munro. In that mscript ' the prbccs - 

had stated that "thore should bo no b ; I o l r w h e s  in tke epreed af 

enllghtenm~~at ia  \. Sgvancore, that by dif-n of educatiot: the people 

would b e a m  better subjects and 2ublic servants ancl that th r o s t a t i o n  

of the statc &&t be dvancec! thereby". For the  a t ta iment  of puch 

a l o f t &  objective , she zlsc acceptad' the  p%&ple t hz t  the stntc should 
, . 

def9ay the in tke  cost cf eci~cation d its potple. Bowever, it 811culd 

50 noted that the responsi3ility uf the .9t.:~+i: t o  education to i ts  

subject8 had beon fjecogniscd cvcn C ~ Z T X ~ B Z ,  Fc.1: i n a t a s s ,  Vclu T+;y, 

the &wan of Travznco@ " l i r l ~  1E34-79CB i-?. i l i t i z t a d  m attmpf t o  s e t  

before 'he oould fmg2oxcnt h i s  plma, Tho t;.i'fo:tc init k t o d  the Lvler 
. . t 

cf Itrav&mre after the fm~g rcacrigt WGX& 1-initec', in sco- cLncl extcnt . 
The hstruotiohe i s s u ~ d  by t,&~ y r W a ~  were to-'bFenW f ive  sChocls in 

Travzfnaore with two teachers in ea& sahool in a3Xa.Q 5n w h w  2clod efforts 

W e r e  .nbt f ~ r t h o o ' m i ~ g  to provide eduoationzll facilitieo. This oarly atto:~$t 
& 

d i d  not produce any direct tangible resultiizl the f i e l d  of educaticn 

psrllcubrly s h e  the sahools established by t h ~  &avmmient wore not .ID 

any way msrior to the imiegenws schools a h a  in eicistence, in t e m ~ 1 3  

-- 
of abjecta.  O$ . , . . .  atudg,. method~~ of teacMni:, or qudSiaaf  iins -af teaohEie. 

'. 



ircparting education lay primarily in the haxis af the t radi t ional  fndi- 

g-us institutions and the H i s a i o m r i e s .  The Miesionariea - devukd 

part icular  attention to epread E$glish education oventhough f b y  did 
. . .  

not imoro- in t h ~  & schools teaching of Pkhydan and even Sanekrit . 
Since the malm purpose cf Missionary cctivi$iee r~cs proselybf s~kion, t h e h  

. . 

educational efforts d i d  not Fn general ,  attract p e a t  numbers from the 
L 

v6ll-to-do md higher-caste sections of the U d u  poplatioh. There 

were, however, a feu fro& anon8 t h e e  groups who attcnded'Mias~o&~ 

eohools, particularly sincy 1834, whan governncnts all over Mia inclu- 

dFng tlie goverrurient cf Travancore began rto give pref ererloe to pereone 

educated in English f o r  epintmnt in governuient scrvicea. The &men?- 

wnts ' dikbct -eff o r t e  at ,t,mting aducatian were l h i t o d '  to the esta- 

blishment of a few English echoole in d i s t r i c t  headquarters, On the 

whole, the expansion of inst i tut  i onalieed education, bcfth En@i& ' and 
.r 4 

Malayalan, was l imited in saope and extent ~2ur'i.q tge first half of t h e  

The seccnd haf of the nheteenth century lay 'strong f o d a t i o k  of 

rapid and aessivc educational development in ?hs Travancore s t a b .  + 
. ~ 4  .. . 

eduoationd policy of tt& etate  was based on Go mJor planks: one the 

pronot i o h  of Malaydam eduoat ion, and two Sencouriageient of private ' 

. I 
educational efforts, both Ehglieh and Mdayelan'education, though a 

,& 

liberal &vscie of.,graut-in-aid. ,It w i l l  be intereeting t o  wanhe the 

major factors werlying the f c d e t i c n  of thia new educationd polioy 

aa Well aa the reasons fc r  the ready*spome 'that it evoked mang the' 
. * - .  

parlous sections of the peqgle.  h n g  the. factors u n d e i l y i a g  the new 
L 

educational p o l i q  the following e6en to be the uore kipodmt.  



The c l o f a w  5- of t136 1050's  witnesasi S.n 'Pravmcore a break 

, from t&e WlFer decade6 in matters ;f , ;cl ;dstration and i n t e r n  s o c k i  

ref a m ~ .  . . It w a s  in '1859 that ' the 3ritish govmmeht decided to s t e p  

the polioy of ubiquitous interfsrence by its hsidont? and aonfer .cn - 

the King and his Dewan direct r e s m i b i l i t y  Rnd p o w e r s  h a L k  : 

natters. This decleian waa the culmination of a variety of dovelop- 
> - 

menta that took .place wit&jn I'ravanoore ,.: India ; &B z whole .. and Fn 

England. The developmenk that took place in bavaxcore were kt bniy 

poli.h~~&, but aooial  and economlc as w e l l .  The int$Tnal fzstors in&--1 

ahlitfan of slnvery, removal of eome of the restrict ions i n  - b e  u& .or" 

~ b l l c  made . and on work by members of we , ' Buprrreeaed .c- 9 

- ' \  . 
abol$tlo~ af- g o v e m n t  monopolies in trade and o f  kestrictions on ths 

movecient,of goods frov place t o  place, d i s t r i W l m  of innc tc tho 

of &g& (ba.ckuaters) landa f o r  cultivation, oomcurW3aaticn 6 

agrioultwq. growth of induetris e , developnent of tramportat ion, 

o o d a a . t i o n  and public health Eaoilitiee an&, as already indAcated, 

inprovemmt~ in the @fy of achiniatration. 

At the bcgbn&g of fba dm&antfd oenimy, bpzesaed commI i ; . -  

ties, portirrulasly the w e a t l o  alave commnktiea, hsd r e n d ~ d  out- 

castee in aociety, deprived of all tB o f  dit%am&ka&a~~ 

rig& to gm l m d  or bPLjldlngs or omaurts_mPide vf :preciws n&als; 

enter plaAlea of WGM~, use pu?~llu ro&, - enml !in. w d t  ioml &u&i- 

tutions, eeek eqloynent. opporhmities, tipeak ao&td&tb&ie~&+;;-~ 

oated l-, gq; ne.m @rsona b e l o n g ~ ~ o  higher c e d e s  of <'<bcie%&, 



or even t o  aremate the d e d .  &aides, there also ex is te l  wrswa 

Miso hnzrLea  attracted persons bc1on.g- t o  suoh c o ~ i t i o r  I - d d y  

lwoaue of the scroial e m i y a t i a n  that it gwrmtdeil to than, s i n w  

tbsc who uere enrolled were taken rearfily i n t o  tho fold of ahriati- 

d k y .  Oade a yereon belong- t o  a dmpreo~ed o c d t y  aoaverteil t o  

chrietianity, he w a s  able to ahed a lare paxt of the dieabilities he k1.i 

tc suffer f r o w  &- m s t e  stigma. Moreover, the Missl iomrios ba&d by 

thl Britiah power wagod ~ t r u ~ ~ i l e s  ag.&af the crthodox Hindu s o c i ~ t y  

and the govemwnt which stood f o r  th upkeo~i of i t 6  vested intercst~ -. 

in aooiety. The Miaeionaries succeeded In r o ~ o v l q  n f6w of thL, u h e -  

xioua taxem and law8 af' obligatory serviccs 'impo~led on the 'bnokwnrd 

ccru3unltica, a w h n  the aocial conacicuaneaa i)f those aectione af ~ u c h  

acmunif  i e e  which ~ c e i v e i l  ssne aduczt irln in Pi'iieeionary sahools a d  ' 

organiaa and .lead agitations of b a c h d  c:-xuunitieb for eooM ref ma 

3j'm instance, t h e  Miesionwiee lad an ~gitation of the N ~ 3 , z r o  (R bwk-, 

ward mr~3unit~) of South Travano3re (now in the Kmyakmmzl d ie tr iot  clf 

Tamil ~ a d u )  d u r u  the 1stc.r yeare o f  the i850ta for the rwoval of the 

restriaticns on t h ~  w g  OI ntlpper clothd by wrr;wn b e 3 o ~ g w  to tk, 

baakward connunltisa. The agi tn t i tns  wore so shag that the Travmcor~  

gmrnnent waa not able to 8u?~re~e  it hy for&, y&PculmI.y baceuao 

cf the backing thxt the Misaioaariea lad froa the Brltiah a u t ~ i t i u o t  

th derieand of the agltetcrre aould not bo ooncedad bcawc i.f the I;, ~ s i b l c  
' 

repnroueions &t it would gonerate f r m  the Inf luent id  ~ ~ e c t i ~ n s  of 

tho Hindu aooiety which were not prepaxed t b  deviate tho lcest frzr. ~?~;..t 

they belimed the tide-honoured W i t l a m  of KMu society. %hc? ho~vc&- 

mat felt that e o a i a l . ~ f o m s  st~e lmvitabln, but d e o  that in rj~fer t a  



of nodernity kt..d to !',a ?ro\r3 cz-iat! in then. Sp;~e.& cf mdern. educaticn 

w a s  the only ;u;.M~d 2igiv2iJdd such a change of the public attitude c a d d  be 

bmn&ht abciut. P C ~  t k ~  s ~ : I ~ ? E ~  c . f  ciucation Gn a m ~ 8 i ~ e  scale 2nd within 

the ohcrtest tir:e 1-;.liaibl.c;, * ~ e m c u l a r  education w z s  c~nsidered .the m a t  

suited. 

The Misolonxry ac t iv i t i e s  had zn i n d h e c t  effect  also on the  
I .  

govem1h9nts' decisiondlaking on situcational.policy. As we noted ear l ie r ,  
i - '  

tke educittional atteapte a f  the lrllssionaries had, at leaat in the 

earlier s t ~ e s ,  the ,grand d e n i g  of converting the entire p o p l a t i o n  

of the  kin&~a a f  T r w m c r z  ~ n d  Cochin into CAbristznity. The Briti& 

govc.srm3nt soon lost  it;^ jnf~mst i? converabn and the ~Ilssicnarfee 

received scant su??ort u, khc-ir  educational activitha f r o m  the S i t i s h  

T R e a e r h a  a h c d  flit ,: -;' ' , . .I?.! fztct, l a t e r  .during the  1850' e the 

B r i t  i& qc e m e n t  fn h d i n  f o m d  .h2t support* Mi?sbnary activities 

night even cost theu their cm3irr.e. Neverthelase, the seeds of euspicion 

that missionary 6 i L . u ~ ; ; ~  ~t sgnveraion aown in ,the mFnda cf the k h g e  and 

the Ugh ccsto H i n d u s  Fn Travmcdre h2d all a long bum gradually grow*. 

They femd tha t  c l e f l a c t i o n  of the 8-u edclety was hmhent and w i + h  

that the destrucfi~n c:f the scicid, cultural, m d  'and- mpfiftual rdues 

of the society t ~ o .  The ~ i a e r s  :)f Tkcmarmm did not have the power to 

rdae  a countorail ing f x c e  tc thr- & u c a t t i o ~ r e ~ g i &  a a t i v i t i e a  

of the Wssionaries so lcng as the admhi&mtiori of the government wae 

da f act0 under the oomplete - c o n h l  of the Brit&& h.ddents .  men in 

1859, fis ~ m v ~ n c o r e  kin& w w  given oamplete pawene of - d o n ,  
. .  . 

that opportunity wan used by tin6 king to st& g large ~f ~-!--rc- 



educ;;tior,51 ins t i tut i sns  52th be:,-&~ient:;.l 7 1  rivste with n view tj 

c ~ ~ t e ~ ~ ~  tkrc: iv,win(r: influznoe :::f Kiesirnzries ir, the f i e l d  of edu- 

cztiun. &.: tc :~,iAr:;.ct it lcr!!c ei-cticr, af t h c  ;!oyd:itiijn, which hid kept 

attractecl Z,?rr'+ n u ~ b e r s  2"s it i i i ! ,  htv! it nr.,t been f'... r the  : ~ h i l i l i y  t r ;  

a t t ~ m l  B C ~ ~ C ~ S ,  ~nd t f te  gL& kire for ~:ducaii!:n, 0re:;ted :j:!sn,.- lp-rge scot-  

Thc  lost bportmt atir!3ng thcn uere the i n a t i h l t i o d  &9gi?8 c!urhg tbGI 

:sil-lli6a1s thu.t led ti- the es;er(;.snct: ,:f r, l .a ! :a  ii:::!y :.;f peaspat prc~rie-  

tore P& tenants with >e~:men t  temncy ri8htn c-n thc lrms thcy culti- 

vate:~. C h ~ ~ e s  in cr.ji; j . . in t j  i:..?tt,c.irns, ciivorsif iczt ion of nqriculture , 
extension c;f cult iqat ion, incrt;n,ac- in -Lr;l.de i n  ~;:ricultiural ;;rociucts, 

Bxitiphz ~ l a n t e r s  begm tc invest 3r~rg~ :  a2~wnts in ten ~ l ~ a t a t i c n s  in the 

1860 '8 cn ;;i;vemment f urc st s Leas& - cut tc t ! ~ c ~ i  on nenirutl mnt . C r s s t ~ ~  

f i m e  which f inancot tine ul;rk+- cakital r~qaire:?ents IS ~lenters :+a11 

engaged t h m s e  lvea in. the ex:; -2t sf p l d n t  ion ljr. ,:lucts :ulA the ::rzduot a 

oS.  HE; cooinut pc?l~1 such as m.Lij;rrn, 7-1 c::ir ( f m  ~ ; l ~ i c h  there ,;EW rn ~ n 3 r ~ 1 1 . u ~  

der:~!& in 5urob.e f ollokfiry f he o j ~ n i n ;  of hue2 Cmal, introduction of s teaa 

e h i ~ ~  ~d.. the..: i n ~ ~ ~ m v o l , t a t  icm in 3ql:;nd d u r i n ~  the Viatori 3n period) 

be?a ta establish-their faotories ,and officee rJ l  don,; the M..ab,& aomt.  

of large aections of the  po;,ulation (pnrtiuuls.rly EZ~'LV:M) w h o  k d  



t r -&i t ional ly  depended on t h e  coccnut 2aln: f o r  their Idvelihood. 'The 

incones of the trading csi~<,~ni t ies  iilsc :.nzrezsed  son& whoa the Syrian 

C h r i s t i a a  were the aost signifio~nt. The lmcl le~isla+ion of ;the 1860~~1, 

conferred on them titles to land and tney: begaq e process of ,comercia- -. - 

l i ~ e d  agimlture. The 1060's ~ l s o  witnessed the beginning of industria- 

l isat ion in  Travanoore , part iculmly industries based on era-proceesing. 

Such significant institutional @ aconogdc changes 6 h e d  swilcrt 

and enccwagement f rorn the administrative p o l i c i e s  of the guVernment 

which began to open up the country t o  comeroe and trad.e,&y developing 
I 

mad. d wzter transport, removing restrict ions an the movezsnt of goods 

and abolishing state monopolies op trcde. 

The preoeeding b r i e f  discussion showo that there were fmtora 

work- both on the demand ruld the supply sides, favourable' to the 

development of education. A further fac tor  was the deoision'taken by 

the governwent during the e&ly 196C s to r e o m i t  to puB!lio service only 

persons with agscif i c  educational qualifications. h ' o r  several job. In 

government, cer t i f ica tee  in ~ ~ n y ~ ~ l ~  edduoa.tion were &e the minimum 

qualif iaation.  The expansion of tbc  govermme~tal apparatus and the: 

prescription of  educational qualificrtions for entry i n t o  government 

services were strong incentives t o  the population t o  take t o  education 

w i t h  entbsiasn, 

The efforts of the government of TravaricoY&'were s$cially 
, . -  F ' 

focussed during the 1860's on the d e v e l ~ r p ~ n t :  of MA1ayd.w eduiation f o r  

which it had done- next to nothing' till then. Tne &c&se 04 sucg effor ts  

largely depended on the existence already in every villcge @Jbf siihab13 



of the indfgenouc type. The introduction of 2; pant-in-aid s c h ~ c : c  on 

a l w t e d r s c a l e  in 1068-69 and its liberallaation in 1873-74 served as 

a strong stitnrlus for,convemsion of z, lgrge proportion of such schoola 

into aided schools. The f l w e a  furnished in T p M e  1.4 show the rayid 

growth of 8ch0019, m,d enrolrildr~t in vernacular education in the Trzvmcore 

q$a-be i n  the yeme following the bLroc?kction of this policy. 

T&,guverment of Travnncore extended grants-in-aid to English 

achook in, 188'7-89 with .E view to encouraging the openhg of r:mre sohools 

by, tb prim.30 sector. k t h e r , ,  in 1094-95, fundo were provided f o r  

the Hr*, t ime in the Stat? for grants to be r.s.de to sohools f o r  back- 

w e '  olasaes. It was the policy of the gpvermlent to open schcols fox 

Table 1.1 

Growth ofC Ver~gou lar  (~~rz.valar , l )  Edumtion in Travmcore 1 873 to 1894 

Nwnb;?r of Vernnaula  (~h~8yolanj.; ~choobc.  .I *,- -1 :. .: S-.?: . 1 3 -------------.--- 
yew. Govermnt Added Private Schools Number of Students - - 

Schools enrolled 

Source: IT .K .V~~U PiLlei ,  !l!r2.vzr,core State 1kngJ.. Vol.111 
(~ll~erintendent, covernwnt  Pre sa, Tcivandmm 1946) , 
p . 6 5 .  

b~ckwgrd clnas s t u d h t e  who were not admitted b other reclsx depart- 

mental nchools  . T & h k  nkdvmtzge of t he  liberal. grant a-in-aid schenie, 

t6e M i s s ~ o ~ l e B ' : r l a o  opened '&roue aohools for the Lcck~md oommuni- 

ties. It is seen t k t  by the end of the nineteenth century there exllsted 



nemly 43,580 pupils belonging to euch c o m i t i e s  in vernaaulnr ( ~ j l a ~ d l e m )  

achoolk 

Girls1 educetion ncs relatively a negleated -a in the Stz te  till 

the rd4-1860's. Tho e w l y  efforts solely consisted of the estsblishmeqf 

of p few b0a~din.g achools by the MissConaciee dur- the p6riod.'f819 t o  

1822, ia which tra- w s s  imymted in knitting, spinnfq,  needle work, 

eta.  In quantitative t e r n ,  the aahievements mde by th8 plliseioniry 

achoola in the m a  of women'a education were neg1igibls.r But the-rlmpaot 

of their efforts on the attitude of the aoeiety towards women@ education 

Mae important and fps-reaching. The first dec,ided effort of the guver-nt 

t o  Oncourage wonen's educstion w ~ s  t'zken in 1865-66 when the goverment 

$Q& ovar the mnmgerncnt of the Contonment' school for G i r l s  in Trivmdmm 

efarted by the Zenana misaion. Wonen' s .education registered rapid pmgceae 

son tbd xtd-1860~s with the r e s u l t  *at by the t- of the canizmy, *-the 
. . 4 .  . -  

.. . 
l r t&cy r a t e  a i a w  f A e g  a t h e  -T&WWS State  )wd becod ~ I - B  highest 

in India, mslely 31 per thougpnd. 

'fn spite of the opening of Jaree number of departmental schools and 

the liberal p e n t s - h i d  given to pgl;vat~ schools,..a l a g e  number of 

indZgenoua ~chaols .which did not oonfom' to the gwernment ' a  s t ipJ la t ion  

about caurees of study, qua'lifioa&n o f ,  teachers and conclWione % b u t  

s b d  buildFry8 ,and p~erjfses apd dicJ.'not.xeceive any fjnancidl dB from 

gaVmneat, contbued to exist. In 1894-95. the govemen t  decided to 
. *  

%rbg in, aa. far as possible, all exieting l n d i g ~ a u r .  so hob^ vi.thin f be 

gOVem6nt'a educationaJ system by giving them gxants-in-a&d md~aubjec t ing  
- * 

thwl to departmental fnspeotion. 
*fl . 



In 1883-84, &lrtyzlm schools were olassil'ied i n t o  lower ihlw&m 

echools with t w o  cls~ses, nidCle M a l a y i L a r n  sohoola with four clseses uld 

Malayclam high aohool with six olasses. Subeequently. in 1894-95 a recla- 

saificatian of &3.ayalm bchools,  w w  riade with prirxzry having 2 o l ~ s s e s ,  

micidie w i t h .  4 cl'ssaes ~ n d  high with 7 olasaes.. -In 7 901 -02, ' t h e  system o f  

k g l i a h  p r k y  schools-  was ibo1isht.d and ~r;layilun prh~tzy ; ~ c h o o h  were 

r e o r w i s e d  a.a lower g2de prirmy 8oh0cjl0 with classes .I. €0' n, and 

higher grsde prjnazy achocils with classes I t o  VII. Thus ~ X O L ~  1901-02 

Malaydm pria~xy schools becme tkc baaio of the educational a t r u c k ,  

which vmcf ollowed by two ty-pes of higher ~chool education - the  f i&t, 

the 1 a J ~ y a l < ~ ~  middle and hi& sohool and t h ~  eemnd the. E!nglish ~ i d d l e  

andhi&aohool. Alreadyin189l-92, feeshad b e e n a b o l i s h e d i n t f f e  ' 

lowest clmses of K? l~y i l lnm schoola,  m d  thoae in the next hipher c?&me& 

were . . considerably reduced. Thie step w ~ a  t&en with the spdcif io moab 

df helping tile poor sec t ions  of tlx poy;ul:~tion t o  a t t a  -educatibn. 

It Ss nevertheless true that the d1etrAbution- of educfitional 

opportunities mong the different e;sctionr) of soc ie ty  was non6 too 

equitable. In spite of thd e f f ~ s t a  tade by thb govermulent t o  enoourwe 

the education of t ~obz rd  clneseoa tf.;eh promeso re&d insi@Xtcant 

throu@utt the nineteenth century. Deparfaent a1 ( o r  & o v h e n t )  sohools 

bere . inaccsabi%le to - them. Even in the s;jecial schoole opened f o r  them 

largely by priwde effcrllt end s i d e d  iy gcvernment, &ttendenoe of the 
. . 

eretwhile agreeti io , slave ~oompuiii%i& whs negligible lbeely due t o  the 

uldespre~d &di genae : m n g   the^. For ins - iace ,  Nagam ~ i y &  pointed 

out t@t aobePgin:?~' ta .the ,-?891 Census, the psr pente-~e of l i t e r a t e &  tt 

to ta l  population wzs b ~ t  nomlml mong. the depressed baetes, sse 

Table 1.2. 



I, Kindus 

(a) Poruard Commnit iea  

~raix<in 

Nai ra  - - 
(b) Backwad Cimmnitie~l 

Ezhava 

Chennas 

(c) Depressed Comiunitie 
(~greet ic  slave C o m 2 i t i i a )  

'Souroe: V.Nag;gn Aiyzh, Report  on the Cengus of Tr,o.v:l.nc= 7i''21eZ 
b 1 C 9 b  (~ddison .  a d  Go., ,Ik.ciraa, 1 8 9 4 , - ~ . < ~ ~  

The Table shows tkt the educatiomn.1 d i s t a c e  along ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ i f u n i t i e s  s 
.. 

very bide and that  their ~ l k t i v e  poai t ion  reflected thei r  socic.laax2 

econondc eta&. It is also seen that WO-WII'B eW,atic?l lagged f o r  3i;i;ir.L 
,- < < 



men's education and th2.t even c.t?:ong. t h e  nost  privileged cormunitiea, the 

level of f ecu le  l i t e r n a y  WCR extremely low. > ~ h u s  we may conclude that 

despite the ~ustained efforts of t h e  government t r ,  ~ r o r s o t e  prii,,~xy 

eduoztion whlcfl begzn in th6 1860'~~ signific,mt results . were % yet to come 

even by the olosing yee.rs of tho n h e t e e n t h  oentury. Pertly the poor 

finances of the govermeut wss zlso t o  blame, When the t(ovexnxieent was 

zble in later years to devote an increasing propor t ion  bf its expenditure 

t o  education,, and when pore favourable acnxlftions were crested. for enrol- 

ment of c h i l b e n  of the poorer sections, condition8 began to improve 

rapidly. Therefore, t h e  figures shown in the Table should be taken 

to reflect fa i thfu l ly  the vide aprund entknsieom fo r  eduos,tiom,l progceas 

that was e e e h i x  in the a?ds mind of 'Prav?noore. It took rr f e w  more 

decades to manifeet itself clear in more t ~ i b 3 . e  terns. 

J3duo~tiana.l deve lawent 'h  Cochint The pat tern and asoe of educational 

development in Cochin (till 1 9 0 ~ )  was slmist on the s m e  l ine8 cte in !ha- 

vanooze since the very begfnning of the moder~ p e r i ~ d  of i ts  history which 

begen in the 1790 's .  In 1818, at the kstanoe of Colonel Nunmethe 

Resident af bath Tr~vanonre Land C o c h h ,  the Government of, ~och& eetnbli- 

shed 33 Mslayalam schwls,  one in. mch vi l lage,  with 2 view t n  t r n h h g  

young men for r e t h i t n e n t  i n to  state service in the nhia ter id l  cadre. 

'~hese sik&le teacher schools did n o t  attrpct  pupil8 since there w n d y  

existed ~ u m r o u  schools oonducted on trndit  ioaa.1 .ldhea and since the 

new schmls werk in no respect zn inprovaent  upon the oider ones. A11 

those 33 achools were therefore absalised in 1832. Three -years later, 

a fresh attempt wes 'nade t o  st& six vernaoulm aohaols, but they t o o  

bad the  fate o f  the earlier ones ;vtd f o r  the erne reasons, But they 



were not f oraally abolished 'till 785. . 

A 3  W ~ E  dme in Travancore, in Cachin also i*issio- efforts at 

starting B~gTlsh education Segan durhg the  second decade nf the nintee- 

nth- cflntury. Rsv. J.Daweon npaned the f i ~ s t  English school near Ernakulan 

In 1818 wi th  the a i d  nf a g r u t  received from the government. FIawever it 

had tn be closed d m  due 60 w a n t  ~f populax suyport within three years 

of its s t a r t b g ,  The secopd a t t e n p t  w a s  d e  in 1835 with a view to 

teaching the Jews -- t e a c m  of Ehglish, HebGew and Malayalam. This, 

second attemp* wae mcoessful  and the schml which came t o  be later known. 

aa the .&brew school survived Fnth thedtwentieth oentury. Tho w i s h  

achaols  were .penad in 1837 and 1045 for teaching the princes and the 

ohildren of the aristo@cacy. One of t hese  schools developed in 1875 into 

the Mahara,jahh a college. The yews since 1875 saw the establiehment of 

d i s t r i c t  sohdols 2nd tall& schon1.a wh.ir,h in ~ o u r l ~ e  of time g r e w  into high 

schools. The fir& Zlet 3f rules fox gats-in-aid to ~rivate aahools uaa 

franred in 1889, subsequent t o  which a lzrge number of prfvate aided sohaole 

The eduoation nf tho. coxnuon mn received the attentian 6f the *l&~ 
, . 

government enly za l ~ t e  as I 890 ' whe* it - weged Malqyalgm echoola in a l l  

village= anda'brou&t into the aided category a la.rge.&ber of indigen- 
, . 

emqi sahoole, Primary eduaotion had developed at least aruong the higher 

aaatea .of Hinduiem. and the Christians' 'in Cochin even before t h e  entry of 

the govement  into the sce& and the introduction af the grm+-&-aid 

saheme. The leisls of l i t erzoy  aitained 'in Cochin at the dawn af the 

present oe&&$ere a ere? a step ahead of t h m e  Ln Tr-mra , 



With the grnwth of govexmnt a a ~ a o l a  and aided sohools, the Fnd$genaus 

~ c h o o l a  in Coohin began t o  die .  opt. The eduoat ional development in 

Cochin may be attributed to the existenae of a l a g e  class of peasant 

pmprietors, growth of ~oohin 28 ,an im?nrtant overseas traiing centre 

and the rise of a trading c m i t y  from srrong thr i 'Ehvas  and the Syrian 

Christian~. The closing dewda~,,  of the< n h t e e n t h  century laid atrong 
4 

foundations f o r  the development of e widelbased educ~tionzl stmature . 

duxing the &beequent de cades .. 
Educational Droaress k, Malabar2 PUabm, had, in aommon with Travsvloore 

I) 

and Cochin, (till 1900) strong traditi'bna o f  eduoation. 'Phe   in dig en^ 

eystem oontinued to exfat among the dlffesent higher cmtea of IIinduim, 

the C h r l s t f a n s  and the Ihslims. However, einoe the Christians were a 

minority and the n i s s i o m y  act iv i t ies  w5re quite limited - confined matlg 

to the a o t i v i t i e ~  6f the h a e l  Mission - the powth of -the Western . 

syetam of eduoation wze mah non tardy fri Malabar than in the other 

two regions. Besides, even the development of English education which 

began after 1835, was strictly baeed on the ' M i l t r a t i o n  theoryt w h i a  

gave more e ~ s h a i s  to &her lcve la  of school. educition and oallegiata 

education than piimary education- 

Primary education received aas.rrt attention by the Government till* 

abwt 1920 and even in 1931, the l itermy levele mong Muslim and 

prd- t o  the Pulavm of ~rovancore) were 0.55 per cent & 0.01 per cent 

reapeafively. It may ba remmbered that these two commitli$8 together 

aame to mre thm 37 per cent of the p~pulatinn i~ that year. 'The 



mlative e d u c a t i o d  bkckvardneee bf Fi9,1C.r WU due ta o variety of 
1 i a o b  avnh s. the mtud ~ n F ! ~ . i t ,  of tis 2rltiBb and th. & ~ l h ,  tk, 

. 
am-t on the part of the tlL#, Cmte  H i n d u  like th I<anbmdiria fer rs 

hagmge~, Che reluctmoe on t h ~  ;ust of h n l h  h attend eohoola *pernu 

for tba H h b ,  the exl i teabe rf B tpwmoue eyeten of l a d o w r m r e ~ p  Rnd 

w y  'Byaten under whigh th tenants were be- p m ~ e e i v e l y  L n p v w r  

i a b d  char- the entim,nineteenth oerrfury, the tardy of- tho 

eo&m& eeataro tbe emnay sad the Britiah paliuy mf iniiffemnoe 

tau- tbe bvelopamnt of pr- eduoatlon. 



Chapter 

m s s  of Prinarv Education d q g k  the fixst 
\ 

h a  of the hrentfeth Century , 

B e f o l ~  we take up the discussion '04 tho pmpess  of prlmry 

eduoation ba. Travancore during the f F r e t  hal f  of the twentieth genturgC 

.a word about the mndit inn of the soaiety that exlsf ed t o w d e  the end 

of the nineteenth aentury and the changes that w e e  brqught about $n 

i.ts texture during the period urder review will be- in erder, 

As, alread) pointed out ,  the eao id ,  eaonomio and institutloxqil 

o&ges .. that' were  introduogd in ~r~v&core s h o e  &e 1860'8 were eo p o w e r -  - ae t o  unleash forces of destahilisation of the frad1tional"rbd M e r p '  

W, struoture of Z t e  sooiety. The monopoly position af the gevernment 

aad  the isndlorda an land own&hip gave way t o  a mck lncre deoe i trd ised  

and widespread pes~lant praprletorshi~~.  Tho t radi t ional  landed claasea mah 

aa the Nambvodlria and the N d x s  progressively last the* poaitiom of 

p e r  and pzivfiegea a l s o  in sei-vioe :due t o  the of 

-w*iog Tamil B r m  rrdn nuteide the stdte for appa&tment' lln state 

~ m b e . f o U o w e d  bg'%be Rao.Dew&a of &vancore. The growth and dive,&+- 

f ication nf egrricultw and the' davelopnent of trade led t o  the energmae 

of oornneroL1 classes of k l t i va to r s  and merchants f k o m  the Ohriat- 

ocxmuaity hnd the Esbavaq.' Their damour  f o r  roore and more positione of 
-$' , , .  

:'*aa;(er in government 6errrke fellowed. , Those w h o  got eduoated in the higher 
a .  . . :. .. . , . .:q: 

: inetih-kion. of 'ltxhir43 .b&Med the epkrit of democracy and eq& oitizen- 

& i p  .fights. ' S o a i d  ref o m  movement. Ybrq atarted by the. enlig%tenBd 



aeatiunw of the bzokward m d t i e s .  The zrevileeed aeotions aa 

the which f aund the gfot~nd under t i ~ i 2 i . r  feet repLdly g i v h g  w a y  
@ 

also began efforts t o  consclidate t h c k  ~FE-it ions'  m d  In-traduce refom 
\ 

ip thelr oomunities to e u i t  the nee& cP t h ~  changiry; kinea. The 

government i t se l f  M to yie ld  t o  popu~ax ixessre old  institute legis- 

latire bbdie. consisting pwpG B rsprasentativea : -..IK ~ u m ,  the t r 

nineteenth oeztury i n  Travanaore may be rightly oslled 2 perioci of 

One of t k i  most yower'flrl a,geneiia of s o d i d  B B ~ C ~ L V E  wag the Sree 

N a r & a a a  1)hamm. Pg&xi.lzna S a n h  (SW) started Fn 1903 under the 
. . 

inepFring ie&rshig o f  the  sage S r i  Haray-. The idorencnt wars d i ~ ~ . c t e d  

prhkci ly  at the Perzov& of auperst i t iw , irrational tradeionn and t t ~ e  

caete and oonrnrnal atratif  icnticri of tha scoioty. The redisata;on of 
' these oFjeofires lay; in the view of the Sen&a, on the  educational 

develipment and Must r i&l iaa t ion  mdng the beckward and the depris~&d~ 

olaaaea. The N a b  SerVice Society ( ~ s B )  estnbliahed in 1'gl*wab W d  at 

the canialfdation of %he .poaitiam of yover &d influence o? thd && 
- - 

b 

c e t y ,  traditionally oonsld~red a dial 'caete w'hich'had enj&ed 

mbnopoly ~ighta t o  governen* sbrvioe and ownership. of land, whidh' w a e  

tonding to declin6 i n  puer duz .t.o changee h -the &atltutiondl 'and 

pol i t foa l '  eet  up and the dadnzaCe- over it 'of t h e  &t&ted-mst6ma and 

praotitoei &f hheritdhce. Ebvem&f.~ts for eooial refbrmm emerged e c o w  tn; 
- @pr,. '  . . . .  . 

depeased' alaasea ' tk&aac.hes. Thk S&hu i- f omed- 9- 
1 F1 rmde+'*e -leadershi? rf .tke. leader, ' - A y y d i - ,  wvaa the most 

' 

inpoktant aPmG them. ' Thk rnoti63.i;tn-b .wkh euobeisful in: awcke-' thd iainds" 



of the depeased classeu to t t o i r  ~ o o i a l  and economic deprivation and in, 

inviting the n t h t i o n  of the govemient to the need for restoring t o  then 

their clue poaition in socie%y, The poceedings of the s t z t e  'E .Legia- 

lative Aswnibly during the f i r v t  two deccdcs of the presellt , century are 

replete with the den-znds f o r  soo ic l  reform3 and the establishment of equal 

rights f o r  all the dkffefent a m i d  gr-m, raised eloquently and foroe- 

fully by the people's representatives, p&ioul.zrly of the backward aonmuni- 

ties . The b a r  iers t d entry into oducat i o d  institutions fell one by one 

in quick succession, The depressed ,.md. the badmc&d. elassea received 

inclre,aaing encouragement for education; special maaures came inta force 

for proxmtMg gIrl .0  '. education, nqt . dnly at the p r b y  but at thb 

secondary ancl h.i.gher levels t o o ,  The teupo of  the social reforms ma- 

m a  rose to a me~laendo with the b p o r t a t  legidations made dwitg the 

nid-1920's eboliaking matrilixd system of property ri&a . ' h n g  import- 

at cornanities suoh as the - Nabs, t h e  Vellcd& ,and the Eehavke. Perhaps, 
, 

the m m i n g  suocessee of the agi tat ions  were tku >using of the N- 

sudiya  bill in 1933 (which reldosed a lerge nwnbex of cultivators f r b m  
. r 

the st&tus a& perpetual t s n a t s  mar  private ladbrds) &nil - the p r o d -  

sation o f  the  Teuple Entr.v Preclmmtion In 1937 (which t h e w  open a l l  the 

i d u  temgles in tha state for entry to all the .Hindu comnunit'iies i rres-  
-. 

?eative of oaste dist inot  ionb) . 
h e .  apread, of education anng -the amsee and the soa$al. awakenlag 

. . 
~ h t p f o l l o w e d  it, also led to rapid p w t h  nf cultural ac t iv i t+ee  euch as - ,, 
;he pbduction. publication, on an increasing scde,  of books, journals 

&'news !paprq,, .estxblishxent of libraries and reading rooqa in ,nost 

,art of the etafe.: Joumo.liau had .iiti b e g h i n g e  in ~ravahcoie in 1881. 



Baaaaiationa emerged for the promotion of the regianal language. 'id 

liter~ture . % m b e r  of literacy workw in diverae forms began to 

incmase f r o m  year t o  year f rom the  closing d e d e e  of the nlneteenth 

century, the =jar refrain in ~ m s t  of then be- social reform and emanoi- 
I 

pat ion of the downtrodden mag s i  s . 
With the spread of naae eduoation, p o l i t i o a l  awareness of the 

populme inarezaed. It began tn madfeat iteejf f r o m  1891 onwzrda, f !rst 

in the form of menorials aubmted t o  government by eduaated persons 

pray* for hcreaiing oppb&mitiee t o  them in social, p o l i t  i d  ard 

economic . , aotivitiee. .  TheMnlav4 i Memorial of 1891 ard 9 
mmrW of 1892 nazked the early beginnings of pol i t loal  aativitiea in 

'Pravatlaore wUah I& the . .- baafe for agitatioas for p o l i t i c a l  freedom 

and r e ~ m s i b l e  govexn~ent , waged during the third and fourth deoadee 

.of the *entieth centcry, 

We. shall now turn t o '  the smgreaa made in primary education in 

the state  dur- the first half of the present century. An epoch risking 

reform introduced in prinary eduoation in the state at 6 very dawn of 
. . 

the oentuky wadthe  abol i t ion of d l  English suhcols a$ the l 4 e r  ~ I m a r y  

stdge and Pakhg M&la#-alam tho mdium of. inatnir+ian at that atage. 

S e p s r l e  Mdaya1am and English Medium Solrools ekisted on& at the W e  

and Y@I. school atagea. The omlon primary s k o l  with olapaea .I t o  

TV) in which -& was- &he medium of iiratAct ion &bred aa . 

f a o n ~ t i o n  af the entire edwatioa .st-tur% . Z- , w- onwa~~ . .  : ~t 

w a s  neted earlier that the determined effort8 of,tba g d v e m n t  for  

prolitbtLon of Malayalam edrro ~ i ~ n *  in,3he 1 r 3 h b t ~ d  that th+? 



government pursued a two-pro?ged policy of open- nore departtaeotcll 
1 

schoole l i d .  sncoura~ing the g o w t h  nf pr irkte schools. The educational 

efforts of the goverment were however l h i t e d  by the availability af 

reeourcee. The decision to encowage privzte' agencies was i t se l f  *he 

result of t h e  resource constraint, EIowder, the response of the private 

agenciee was so sp~ntaneous and rapid  that the state experienced s high 

growth rate of the number of ech~ols rrnrl pupils; for instance, .&.a period 

of twelve years fron' 1071, the nufibor of private aided schools Sncreaesd 

from 437 to 1375 a d  t h e i r  strength from 2-1,574 pupils  fa  57,314 pupils* 

Such enorl;lo&e g~owth necessitated the intrbduction 'of a code of Educatio~~al .- .- 
Rules, 1894, which h i d  down, , w n g  others, the aonditions f o r  the pay- 

imnt of @ante-in-aid to private eckbnols, Nevescthless, it should be nobd 

that' the d f o r t e  of the govemen t  and the aided private 'ngeffcies together 

t d  $mu~ote prin,?ry education remined n r u o h  lower thm those mi indigenaue, 

WdedL;rr ivate  sgencies 2s late i.Ls 1903-04. lh thqt year, oat of the 149.9 

thousand pupils enrolled in the 3433 pxb,zry sc$pols of Travanooxe, 83.2 

thous& (or 55.5 per cent) were enrolled in the 2211 (64.4 per cent)  

adhoab run by private unaided rm~=~ewnta .  This foot d ~ t s l r a b l y  shara 

the s b w i c a n c e  nf the spontaneoue efforts by )he indigenenua eeahr 

d the maioive denland f ex @ducat ion in the a t2t e .  The government wahl 
14.  

not iniating the Froceas of educational e ~ a n e i n n ,  but o n l y  trying t o  cope , 

up the riein~ tide of educatio?2al de~t~and . Xn this endeavour it  did 

suceec? decis&dly, b a t  only by the end nf the first decade of the present 

-*a 

Owing to t&t spec id  o,ze t&m by the goverment t o  develop woloenls 



educ&ian, t o t d  enrolr~ent of &lt 'I-' s:bc-la i n ~ ~ e a ;  ed h a period of 

ten y e a e  from 3894-95 j y  60 per cent 2s &ins- an increase af 50 per cent 

in enrolment of hoys m d  girls. taken together. Yet, the enrolnent of 

& i r l a  folrjed only about 23 per cent .,f the t o t a l  in 1903444. boa the 

backward cmmit ies ,  E z h w s  alwe were r ie ing  rapidly in their $duca- 

t i o d  atatua; they regis tered an inzrease of 115 per cent in enrolment 

during the s w e  period (from 10.8 thousand i n  1894-95 t n  23.5 thousand in 

190344) .  hiq t o  the .increme in tiae nwber nf govesnuent eohoals and 

private ~lchoole redeivinp: g~mt e-in-aid, the expenditure an e d ~ s a t  toit. of 

the hvancore governnent increased aa a per cent of t o t a l  goverment 

expenditure *on ithut 3 in 1894-95 to nearly 6 ha 190344! 

Attention of the- government to the edbaatiollzl upliftment of the 

depressed c o d t i e e  w e  turned in so* alenificant measure qnly since 

1894-95. All the sd~oc . la ,  both ~overnmental and private, had %en in 

prfnciple, ~ccess ib le  t n  a l l  the cr,munitiee from 1874-75. Bowever, the 

depreseed corrrnunitiea hrd in effeut been denied access to educational ". 
facsitiea in 'all @vementd .and nost private schools, and r e l i g i o u s  

scruples had prevented large mbers  m ~ m g  then from joining Miseionary 

schwls.~ . In the @ant-in-lid o>de of 1894-95, fund8 were provided f o r  the 

first Biwe for g;r,mte to schop3 f o r  backwad classes, includhg s;:ecW 

grmte. M h e r ,  the government itself cme f o r w d  t o  open schoola 

intended exclusively f o r  b a c k w d  - commmities. The ,native Christian Miesi- 
.- 

onariee attracted by the liberal p a n t e - i n - a  opened l r r g e  m e r  of such 

apebialal'schmle. The encouragauent given by the govemnent vu, eutended 

*ther In 1896-97 when it inrjtitllted 185 mhobahipe  for p g i l s  from 



auah c?111~mi itioa t n  z,p>ecr fnr the ' ~ e x n n a u l , ~  E1ement.w Sahoal,a Exarid- 

nation, a pa88 of whic l .  @$itled them t o  becoxiie -5eeachers cnhl earn grants 
- 8  

frnm govexment. Such pupils were given exemption fiord papen t  of examina- 

t h n  faee also. These steps we're taken to met t h e  puci ty  of.teachers in 

schools for b a c k w d -  mmi:unitie& since the  forward c o ~ ~ n i t i a s  Were reln- 

atant to t&e the assignuent. The mncern for the eduaational u~liftnent 

of backward comnaznfties whick beg@- thus in right- earnest fmm, the 03.6si..rl& 

deoade of the nineteenth centupy grsw in strengbh in the following decades 

Ebnd s t i l l  continues t o  be orie of the major d i s t i n g u i s h h & f e ~ t t m s  of 

Kersla s educat iom.  policy. 

Within - - a decge , . after the intrduotian of special aaizoqls f o r  teeching 

of Btudente belonging to the backwaxd oommm&ties, the number of d c b  

schools haregeed ,to 480 and the enroLment in then t o  43,580 pupil8 

bcluii~ those enrolled in schoola open to a l l  oommmnitiesl) . 
The 1-zeaoaul)ation of the ROT ,.nnlent with the e&:,cational upliftma* 

of the ba&& c s o d t i e s  was only n,part or' its concern fbr the general 

eduoational p r e p  8s c-f . t!ie societg ae a whole. With  a via; ' 1 ~  the att,zin- 

rrsnt of this objeotive the government declared h . 1 9 0 4  tha4 h e - p r b y  

eduontion oL d l  the mmnunitier, in tbe s ta te  would be the d h o t  reamsf- 

bilfty of the &overwetit  -and tfa.t the gave~?~~@nt would be'= ti& &im 

ogsts, However, owing to the paaoity of reaourcee, the g o v e m n t  had M 

limit the inplerkntation of this pnlioy at the initid , .stnge . ,  to the cfiae 

of the backwllrd oomunfties of the sta te .  The  cope of ite application 

was progressively enl~xged.  Thus 3n 190667, the gwernrrment declsred 

t&,t in reg&. te t h s - ~ c h m 1 ~ 3 f i  Qhr@i'%IiB' & j o r ' i t g ' o f - ~ ~ p u p ~ ~  --e.J&xn ' 



certain spe cif'ied backwEllcl coh i -mi t i e  a, .the 'en l ;he  coat  of pr L w ~ y  
. , 

eduoetion w ~ u l d  be brrne by Yhe stat6 -.gd tl.~-..t in ~lscss in which ao 

non-g~verment~l'agency existed f o r  e d u c ~ ~ c ~ f i ;  jlupils of' sucfl ~oi~f:~s.nities, 

the .goverment would open sohools f 'n r  the p r p a s e .  Finally ed'clcation 

in the lnwer primry stage (classes I to JY) wzs 1:ude cosq~letely free in 

departuental echonls for a l l  o o u & t i e s  fron 7906 cnwrxcls. 

As we 'd noted eaxlier-, %ha. p x e e q e  for educa:tion?. rights w a s  
# 

the noat  intenet. fmri the socially m+ eoonordcally advnnohg oomiunity 

cC Ezhavas. Eziwvzs ' b&, t h o u &  the agency of private ec!ucct ion.91 

idstitutiena, acqr&ed not only eleoentazy educdik,, b ~ t  eduocttian Z L ~  

the aollagiati level too for c f cw mong its new g:.sn~ration i ~ s  early as 

the closing deccdes of the nineteenth century. The Ezbava ~Inoria.1 

subit ted t n  governrent in 1H95 under ti16 lendership Dr.Pal>u p r y -  for 

their legit inate shme in ~overnt:;er.+ z:.,:a inti4l;fits .znd educationiL owor- 

tuuitiea fiad about 1x03 eimatorios. :?'owovar, $ L i e s  were not ripe 

enough fsr the then gdverment of Trav-ulcor~, controlled ,by the 

Brahmlp Devana' and their h e n c h n  who. were jenloua of &a&&; the* caste -. 

privUcges, to con&e& thel;r rcc:,uc.st. The reyly',;iver, t o   tho^ regmd- 

the* d e n d a  WEEI adst hwailintinbj to the petitioners, which ran thual-. 

"Theiz: soa ir i  position i s  such th.t they can lmrdly be ~licible  

for p b l i g  of$ioes,wzre a. certain a:lount of respect ia expeated t o  be 

cazwndgd l(n z st:~te whore IIindus ,?re iilore oonservative and eu~erst i -  

tious . l than t h e h  brdtharn in E2:labax. " 
- . . - - - -. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  . . 

Bncioreel*:ent by the j::overnwnt on. the &layuli .Mc::~orid, bio .la99 W. 884 
& i b d  21 .4.1 d97 of the ~ o v , ~ r n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  Se cret.l,ri::.t, Trzv~rrnoore State, 

quoted .in T.XIbveendran, h s w  tuul S o c i d  Revolution b 
C I:=da ilisto?icsl 'Sccie-bj., Triv:~n2ru.! ,  F.5. 



The Z z k v a s  contini:;.3 t o  fi,r.,t; f o r  t:::ir r i ~ ! ~ t s  t h r o u t ~ h  the p res s ,  

-the platf6ru and the f L w r  of t:!e Lc,:is:.~:t~z~. TIi* S i r b a r  schools were 

thrown open Ezhnvsg :?nd o t h i  b3.ckx;rd coi;i.!uities f ran j%6-;7 rind 

this step further ,&tbu la t ed  t h e  enrole%nt of their p ~ i l s .  i-bwever, in 

3930, the- aouplaint w d e  by tflc; re,!z'esentative o f  the Eahwzs i r ~  the 

~ t a t e  L e g i s l a h e  !su been reported thus: 

T h a t  t h o  Ezhzvsa ,should be denied the ;kivileges which wcra 
pzntel i  t o  clesscs so f a r  below .frar! t h e  sncii-21 sc:.le, l . c .  
Christian converts f r f im  lawer aastes, appeazed to be :znytk:in;: 
but just. b n c o  t he  .a&mber requested that  the Wz.hava ~ i r l s  
@bduld r ~ t  1e::at 'os i d f i t t e d  into th e echools t o  wliich chi- 

. sti- girls h& nccess a t .  present" 9 
In r eepnse  to such i,rc.ssax!s, the ~:overmsnt yielded 2nd in 13lI-l:, 

the res t r ic t ion  oIi the ;-&.ission rf pupils on the b a i s  cf cast3 w ~ s .  

removed ia dl depa~tnentd  schools. Even the c!~ilclren ~f h J t 4 ; r : i s ,  botk 

beys and girls, which w a  one of thr:; c a s t  ' p n l i ~ t j l i g  castc-e' , vle2c g r a l t e d  

entry fmn t h t  year onwards into.. t jovemwnt  schoola. Thus by the on2 of 

the f i r s t  decade of the pesent  century, dl l e r d  b ~ r r ~ r s  tx entry of 

children t o  schcole on the  bas i s  of consiuarations of cas te  and rcjli,i-ion 

ae wsli as sex were finally relovod. Yet, it took several y e u s  more 

f o r  auch d i s c r b d n ~ h i o n s  f o r  d : i s s i o n s  tc educn t ion ,~d  institutions in 

Trsvacoye tn diaapj)eu, Till the f i n a l  a~hi~ve>.€nt 0l' t l l i 8  0bjec?iv@, 

the &overnmcrnt resorted to a variety of p o l i o l a a  such s e   ti:^ estn,blisl.=- 

;lent of r-lore a d  ;lore sdcc i r l  scLmolu for the d i f f e r en t  c&stcs c!~d aor~.uiib, 

t i o ~ ,  opening of nu::l sclu:ols tn  attr2at  children t o  cducetion bron 

r c ~ o t c  ;and bncku.:mi orexs,  cLoi!t achuols  f o r  adult education, ~n1-r g h l a  

p/ Kun& Panicker in 1 91 C ,  Tr;?vsncorc L e g i d a t  ive Asserihly Psloc-eedin~a, ' 

6th Seasion dated C).1.1710, IbG., ~ . 3 9 .  



belonging to b e c h ~ z d  W d ~ p r e s s e d  c o ~ ~ ~ ~ u n i t i e a  includikg ,lv6tSlim md t o  

&lxls; relaxation of rules oi eligib!.lity f o r  ap2oint~tznt  as t e s c h e ~ a  
4'. 

in spacial sohools, n idk t  scbo~ls and rural schools? the in t roduct ion 

of I;;id d,?~r progrmdes, :.nd t h k  su2ply of clothes tyid bocks to needy 

children. W e  sh2ll discuss  a few of such i ~ o l i c i e s  in aoue ddotail 

presently in order t o  bring out tile dynamic nature of the efforts a t  

educational  developmor~t followed i n  this region. *fore we do thzt, let 

us take a b r i e f  reviaw of the reletive role thct the gov:?m,ent, the 

p r i v a t e  institutional agencioa uld the indigemous and traditional 
L 

educational scctor  played ilurin3 the fornative y e a s  cf rnoden educat- 

i o M  develocment in this st;l.te. 

'Ni: noted in rn s;zr!.iar context that when the government be- dm* 

the .)860's t o  enCGurz& aidrztior- &r t lcu lar ly  education the local  

languages, nere 'alre,ady exis ted  i~ irhe str..te >rivate, indigeneous 

ralnyalaci schools in e v p y  v i l l a ce  . These 1s had.  been functioning 

without ,my f inulcitd support f TOEI the. govement  , 'but purely w i t h  

people q vkluntsy contributipns. The state polioy of liberal g r a t a -  

in-aid gzve b i r t h  t o  a large nwber of p i v a t e  schools of ths mdern 

type sinoe the l.W s a.nd t k e  Eovexmsnt i t s e l f  had bsen o1)&&g more 

and yare depztraental sckaols, However, so long a s  the governr,ent d i b  

not  y ~ t  s ~ r i o u s  rcs t r i c t i o n s  on the functioning of tile indigeneow sahoolg, 

'the& n w k r e  k&  PO been increrising steadily. Even a f t e r  ne ,q~y~XBr  

i e o a a e i c - o i  e f f o r t s  of edu~a t iona l  dovelopmnt by t h e  goverment' we. A t o t a l  

n m b w  of c b i l b e n  enrolled in the  departzental and aided schools remined 

si:laller than those onrolleck in the indigeneous -id& a&ola, The 



'dbn&& role .of the.'unaided L~atieilQona b s g a  to decline only after 

.1909-10.when.'th@ gnvernment ::asser! n c~.;~;~rchcnsive &hcG-ticn Code which 

l*, down s t r i c t  mnditians. about the clzsilificati6rq, mamgenent, ccemm- 

h e o n  and equipment ef schools ;md r~rc-siribed nalif icatirn -if 'har.hera 

ruyi the cbnditions .to bl: nbscrved LI t he  practice o f  the 7rofeesbn, 

m e l y  term, feed:,, text books, schcol records ::ad r t + t q a  t o  be 

m l p i t t r d  . p e r i i d $ ~ - y . - t o  ~t?dw.tiomJ of 5icsrs. , &ter 1909-10, the 

private-unaided Lnlltitutians b e g m  t q  f 9tii as is ehclent frob tk-e 

Ir) the J k l ~ L z m  schools-, t h e  r e l x i v e  gosition of the different 

Ta'cle 2.- 

(selected yeam) 

--- - - 1 

ent (in thuramd) ' Private 
Year Govern- Private Priv~te Tota l  unaided 

merit . Aided *aided (unre cog-ni- Total 

.re c-o 6- sed) 
nis~ti) 

Source: ~ t a t i a t ~ o e  of T r z - ~ i c o ~ .  1920, Par t  I, .Superintendent, 
S h ~ a ~ p r e s s ,  Triimdrw, 1921 ; p. 163, 



E m b e n t  at the hwer P r ~ m r - v  s t - ~ g k  ih b l z y a l ~  , . , 
Schools 

by Maauement . 191 0 -1  920 (selected years) 

I - 
Dk par t  nent cl 
-.I 

Aided ---- I 

Source: - Q f m . L a r ~ p . ~ 6 3  a d  165. 

W i t U  .a , , p e r i ~ d " ~ f  -ten y e a 8  of t h ~  pe.ssing ' &f the  Edtic~tTan Code, 

the proportion a f  enrabent in unaided Mzlayd,zp lower pr- echools 

dealined f r p m  15 per c& to Xese -Ulan 3 2er oe$, . T h i s - d e d i m  hai been, 

of @ouree been wvre W &mFensat6d by the hcrc.?ie in the private ' d b d  

echoole 'and tErsh ennlnent . For instance, fn 1410-1 -f , t& y e u  hrcbdi- 

ately f ollowlsq t h e  peas* of the Bucation Code, t h e i r  gerce,qt-e s~~ 

fn enrolment was ' neesly 47; it rose to 53 In 791 9-20. The decline in  ti^ 
. , 

relative sllaru .of government waa the result of w ithdrwd. -of &ove2n&nt 

schools from .areas- -in which private schools were op&&ing, w i t h  a view 

t o  avo id- ' overla~i;lng and unhealthy mapetition. 

Followinqg the relaxation 3n 1911-12 ofvreofrictioga on the . a I 1 & 4 :  

of pupi l s  '&lowing t o  b a o k w d  and degreesed c o d t i e s  , the*, mbek., 

in total enroluent began t o  lncmase at rafee )rigber than during the, 



emlies periode. The followk.!,. T;:hle shows thu rates of literacy Nilon& 

the fiiaJcr caste grouga in l'rzvanmre in 191 1 vmd 1921. 

Table 2.2 

Percentwe of , .Ltterateg t o  Total m~ulat ion in 'Pxa~anoozp 

3 1 1  and #a 

Caste 
1911 I%l 

1 T o t a l  3;le ~em;A.eqot,?r 

Tho Table shows that eventhough the l i termy rdes of b&& .md \ 

depreaaed concmuLities increwed ra;;idly, tl~e. Increase &long h e  u;!:cr 

oaetee, aay - Naira, wa~l still higher. These fibrurea rmggast tk:.nt thi ~ G T I C S C ~  

of restrictions. on entry to aahools by itself was not  c:le to !~ttr.-.2t 

si&ficantly lrrge enough f lows  of children of schocl-<oh% bel.on; i:. 

to the depeased colrg.unltiea to educUCationcll Fnsfituflons. T k i s  w%e 

. mtura3 e inos the '4epressed oorumitiee a t i U  oontinued tc 3r-, in <:cr;=nl, 

lctndless aeicultural  labourera, i l l -paid , Ill-f ed 3nd ipormt of  ti:^ 



potential oP education for their social and eo02101i)io up1 if tnent, trampled 

down upon by a ~ l o c ~ ~ ? y  wh?.rh kept then untouchable, polluted outcczstes, 

.'Phe exho%atiom mads by leaders of dbpressed coimunitiee hsd, it would 

therefore seem, only very l h i t e d  impact till st least the end af the 

aeognd decade of ' t h e  ,present ccnhryb Besides, there m e  reaaona to 

believe that the relaxation of the restrictions d i d  not in fmt give 

freedom for entry M o  sahoola to the~le aormunittb8. For instanoe, t)le 

SUP compla7iried in 1917 im a mbnltted t o  the IMamjas - 'Wen 

now we h-ve m admisalon to sohoo'ls, partiou3arly girle-' prhaolrli Jiv Y?t, 

it, f a  Intiresting to note tkt in the Admini~trative Report of the s ta te  

for, $he y e a  19?7-1$, the o l a h  was made that, "cent 'pe2 cent lite&cY wm 

~ t t a b d  amoiLd Ezhava an& WGVR colr-';dties jn most ta.ldce bf the state''. 

In comequenceb -the period following witnessed Emre ZntensiPied 

t3ffbI-t~ fmn the b . ~ . o h d  *a de3ressed comrirunif i e s  to tranalate Fnto aatual 

practice the r i g h - 5 ~  l e g a l i j  g-:L..nic-2 'to tha:.: In 1.1~ttcra of eduoation nad 
. - 

employment. However, tkir efforts had still only lirnited Bucoeas due to 

the hab i l i t y  of g o v e k e n t  t o  open sohools in adequate d e r  kmd the 

indifference on the part of the private agenciee t o  open &lagalam +ole. 
. . .. - .' 

The d m i n i ' a t z ~ i t i o r i ~ I T ~ ~ o r t  of the Ekiuoation3kpartment of Travancore noted 

thia fact in the folloh.ng wo&: 

MheG in the imttsr of ve-ular- eduoatirn, "the induoement ' cd 

priGate age&iea t o  open and rmbtairr so)mols ha. not been as g r e a t  ns in 
, :  

the mss of English education, bcoause Primary education w i t h h  the state 



b e  bekn free 3n the sense th2t no few whatever are levietj in the first 

fauf c1,weea in d e ~ ~ n t a l  saboola I a d  mat private Fnstiwio~s M e  

ia baneequenoe been unwilling to ava.il thenaelves of t h u  option given 

t o  then to, cbm,ge. mee-in"~li&ea..SI, III and XVt -her, the feeu 

lev ied in vernacular echools h a  ken  very low. u/ 
&ever, statietios show that the incre&& in .anrolrwnt W ~ E I  higher 

In private sahools' than in departnenfd schoola. 

in all ed~catienal instiktiods increased from 406.8 t h o ~ a d  t o  560.7 

thamand rn ie Bhbwn In Table 8.4, 

Table 2.4 w 

b t i t u t i e  Ln T r a w .  Y919-?Q 

and ' 7 32+30 , . 
(sn tboeand)' ', 

D e - e n t  & 

P r i v a t e  Aided 

3durcet Administrative Re~orts of Txavan+ore, 19$,+20 ad, 
192WO .v 

U swan ,%,u~st .of the Muoation D e ~ ~ n t  of 1- 



Ffistitutfons taken together, tile e x o l r - & a t  in Malaydm educztion d a o  

registered a significant incre;tss, sc~: T ?blcb 2.5. 

w w ;  
1919 - .  20 and 1932 - 32 e 

Bided 

By the b e g m . & . t h e  1 9 3 0 t e , - ~ i d e d  sohcols had virtually big- 
, . 

a p p e d ,  bvw prfamkd 'the'ir h i s t o r i e d  duty, by either ' the closin& 

d m  of,-mhools oy &rgar into the..a@ie~d~&tegory. 

a previous se6tionf we hcve noticed that owin'g f o  the oppositiori . . 
, 

of forirakd dmte conkadties t o  sex3 t h e i r  bhhdren to schools qttendei by 

children belonging to the untoucfiabli3 bastee &c+ the hesitation on the . ;?zrt- 

of-  t h e  htkr t o 4 t t e n d   school^. . in vhiah higher cash abUdzen.' were. m l X +  

due t a fear of hares a%nt nnci d d i g h t  phy&&b a&Wilf B, .%;he g&erm~ent 

h d  h e n  following a 20lioy of open- speoial schools f Q$ t h e  backward 

c a d t i e s  s h e  1894-95 whn it decided-h- brfrig ' k i l l '  pu&.~ of the 
. , 



scl-~ol-going age to echcols ruo u i x c t l v  b? the govemen-l; or those 

run by private ~\aaage-mts with the g o v e ~ e n t a l  . . aid.. S&mla were 

opened also oxolueively for ({irla t o  suzmount,,ttie .resumation on the 

pa r t  of p a n t s  to send t h a k  dmghtera to uixcd schooL8.. bwcver ,  

+he .&overmsnt had in i ahd  richt from the beginning of such a golior 

that it was at best a tc-qor~ry seam to be gat an end to' when the 

t *:lea becs~ze ripe and' the soaidty becaie w e c a b l e  ,f o have aor-:-ion 

ochoola f o r  dl c o - m i t i e s  md both the sexes. The ayst~rn of speaid 

school8 con t imed  till the goer 1928-29, when the governvlei~t ::i?-de b l d  

to d o d m  that a l l  aj,xcLil sohools should be unverted t o  genaral: 

eoktools and that fzoa that yapx o w d s  edriissim should not bo &&led 
/: 

on moh , g o d s ,  t h e  covera:,.nt wmmd, t he  p m t - i n - a i d  t o  thn t  -&ha- 
.\ 

.- . . 
tutiop would be withdrawn.b The i::.gnitude of icovern-aentd eff brts to 

encourage the eduoation of bwkward a& del:.mseed C O I : P ~ ~ Y  student8 

through the opening of speoid. e&.oofs baoos-:es sviden_t when we note tkm'' 
4 . . 

there existed nrj many cia 22E wah institutiom in the State in 1921, of 

which 23 were dopnctEiental achooie .d A ocn:iunity-wiee diatr ibut im of 

the dgpart~ental and the private echmls b given below: 

12/ File  13o;R.Die.940 of -1932 of tho Coverment Secret- 
Go~emaent of Trawanuom. 



. " 

l k k v k l a  B ~ s h h 8  2 

Muslin '1 Cr 

Rural Schools (for all aol:lr.;unit ies 
redding  in reraote rural ,wezs) 7 

Bigkt schaola for b u l t a  

TU1zyas 

PW~LS 

E ~ k u v a a  

Nukknvas ( ~ i e  hesf elk) 

?e,,m,s' ( 1 
Veda ( B i l l  t r i b e )  

Kure-725 

T o t a l  13 205 

' h e n  in 1921 tllc :!oxer~li!isnt .n1::,d bcLsn a f f o r t ~  .to convert speciil .  sohoals 

inth ordinary e c h o l s  crnrl retain spcci,d schools only In in which 

ordinzry sChOola which adnittad ingile frw- ue~resscc? clssses did not 
4 - 

a i s f  but the e d u c a t . i o d  zuthor i t  ie s ed,vmced several fezsons sgnFnst 

such convsrsion sucl? ne the f o l l o w h g r  

(i) *'the uaw-gess ax! t~achers w h ~  take. a peraonal 
htereat  in bringing ckil&n of depressed chases 
to school woul<r lose intercat"? m d  

(ii) "thoro ie still pe;:.t hesitntion or reluctmce on the 
y@ of tlw p::xenta to sen6 t h e i r  ohi ldmn to thoa 
( iubl ic  schools) so thyt Lf the stcoid.  schools were 
corlverted into ordiary ones, 3 heavy f d l  in the 
nunbex of such children attenring school would follow". 



The govcr:l :ent relentkc! to sc ... G cx tc i i t  to tile above arguments but 

pa~lsed an orde r  swine that ". . .... there io no need f o r  the naintsnanca 

of a l l  these special schaols nt the present t h e  uid $hat noat  of then 

have outlived their usefulnessf'. 3/ 

W govcrmnt also gzve the jz:<i~zger!ent of a k e c i d  gahoola o p t b  
- A 

to convcrt them into schools teaching children part. o f  the t iw and 

edicating the adult. during ni&ta.lg/ Night &hools  onf firmed to e x l e t  

even & t a r  1928 and they received govems:ent grant8 . It is seen tbt in 

. T h e  1933, 19 niat schools t hus  received pan t s  from govement .  

govcrment resolred in 1947 t o  st& dep,.rtnentaJ schools, as a pasf of 

the sch- f*r un3.versA2sing litersoy, particularly r m o q  the addt 

population of the ,mslins who re-ed e d u m t i o d &  b 2 0 k w d ,  J6/ yh* 

s teps  indio.~te the solicitude of th? ggov~rnlient not only for  p r o r d o f u  

l i teracy mong the new bcnsrntiona, but a l ~ c  mong the adult@ belo;& 

to the edubstionallg backward co):b:u : L'&B. 

The enthusiasm for educational eqansion m n g  tlx people of 

Travancore becones evident from the f ac t .  t h t  a scheme of providing m i d -  

dzy meals was ~troduced by the local woyle in v,?rious district* 
I - -- - . . 

F i l e  Nt .Et.Dia ,44 3 of 1923 of t h e  Covr.:rnrient Secrstaiat ,  Cove-* 
of Txavwcdre .  
Fiic i~o,~.3irr.357/73 of the. Covermtcnt Sapx&t&i&t,rGovormcht.. of 

JY' %z$zE~ J,a. a68/J7,Edn. of the Bueri:lent ore t r i ~ i a t ,  Governpent 
d--'~nrv& . . 

U 

- .  
Pile  M, 32Y/l921 if the .  &verment ~ecrot~w'&f Let-ter from the 
Direc to r  of Public Instruction to. Che Cp_v~3ment, . . 



ampletely on a voluntary basis,  .to nemy ct-Zl6rc-ri in 2ri-y classes, 
' 'a 

as early sls 1920. At t h l t  geriod t h e  zttitude of the gsver-nt 

towards the intmduction of mcll s so+k,t;.:;:e at GovcmmAEnt ex3;efise w a s  . . 

quite tapid. The D i r e c t o r  of 2'ublic h t r u c t i a n  re~oxted  to the 

-&aretarfat in 1920 that "the iainciple that it is ~ m e n t ~ e  first duty 

to feed his  children has bben accepted by governdent as the 2oli'cy to 

d d p t  in th is  Gtter. Housver , the governnent w a s  actually awars of  

t he  fact thet nsny school children went without food at noon, 2crtly 

due'to poverty and 3ortly due to the  reservatiom on th9  art of high 

caste to take  f ooa in places outside t h e i r  honee, partiaulaly 
u 

in p&senpe df wrsons bclmging to oaer,  * inferior caatee d 

&&mnities.lP/ T ~ G  D a m n  thgraf ore a ~ ~ e a t e d  with 2 view t o  helping 

the' high caste students, the construction of  aeptzate t i f f  in mom t o  

ena:$le children to b e p  ,md to e s t  t h s h  tiff ir- fret fro2 fpollutionl 

by the other castes. >I.lid-dczy is215 Frogrsaw mzn on p b l i a  donatiom 

xaa oonthcc! f o r  soverd  y e m e  in sohools in different parts of the 

s ta te  oh an e q r i n e n t a l  b . ? ~ i s . ~  InIotmduction of a nore widespread 

B Y S ~ O ~ ;  of x i i d d a y  menla iizd to  w a i t  . . till the 19408$. 

18/  fie .No. 329 -of 7921 of the &vemnent. .Secretariat, Csvm5en t  of 
- Travancarc.' Dewin's 'hspection Hotes dated 3.8.1920. .' 

, .. ., . . , .. 
Iq/ ~ i l e  ~o,f).~is,/303/1935 dated 10.0.1935. . o . f the Goverrt3mt 

S e a r e t ~ k t ~  Covermntint g l . T r z v ~ c o r e .  . , 

20/. Order R.Dis.Na.26 of .l923,&ted 9 , . 1 2 . - ~ ~ a f  the' , Governbnt , of 
'k:~tvani2ori?. - 



With the  growth of educ:.:tion and. the 3evc.lop.ents tdcinp. plnce in 

the rest of the sac tor^ of t l ~ e  . O C O C O Z , ~  . .. BUC~I CE 2'blic .kalth and. md&od 

o r r e ,  the govarnz.t!nt . . b c g a  t o  yny incrctaainc, :~ t t en t ion  not only to 

guaotitativ6 ex&nsion of aohools, but d s o  t o  ~ a t t e m ,  BUCh (is medicd 

inspsot ion of sclzool children, y h;~.mvel;ient in , . the condition of a oh001 

buildinga, p o v i s i o n  of latrlnes Rnd irr-1; iri iohoola ,  provision of 

:~lc.y-@munda, e t c. In res~ect if. nedicol : fnsp'tion oT school children 

tho , t t en t ion  of govc::nmnt W&EI drawn in 1923. In t3at yew ,   instruction^ 

were istluvd by the 6 o v ~ ~ ~ e ; l t  to conduct . . ; reriodiczl  i a s ~ s u t i o n  of s o h o l a  

by quallfie> n~dioa.3. off item f POLII the acdo!~ ic  y&cr 1923-2 JA But t o  

bsgin  with, the scher%i was confhod  t o  .children atudyin,; in rccopiskc!  
. - 

h g l i s h  ichoola , both depzztf:;t;ntrJ :a6. 2xivtltc. &' Tho s e n e *  of the 
.-. 

I' ' 

-8cher;be to d l  echools both h , 1 i j h  zmd Y>:lcy::13;.ii vas reco=..-eded 'Sy the 

aucetion Ref orills Coisiiittee in 1933. The Cox;dttec also pointed t h a t  L t  

would be unsound to imtroduae e-edicd ins,.ection ut P4y atage d e a s  

suggeetions o f  the  Coxi t tee  were e.cze,,+t&d -in ~ i n o i p l e  by t& soverment. 

However owing t o  f inanc ia  stringency tii€ schene wzs first htro:.luced in 

a few eohoola on an eqerioentzl mas!& 1x3C n' budget provision wr,e zade 

k, 1935-36 for  thi. yurpose. We o.4uiot .)ay . . th2t thr sotere hixi been .F':'gl~.- 
\ 

aented eff eatlvely in this state  at any t ime s.ince . . the ~ a s 3 i n g  of suck 

oxder) however, the fact th%t t l i ~  inprtmce of .ttiis rceasurs was fully 

m d i a e d  by the e d u c a t l o d  -authorit iee 'mil ,aone' o f f  orts Wire in f ,:n,t 

b s ~ m  ae e.arly sa ah.; 1-330'8 shows the pofireeeive outlook c.f the s t ~ t e  

~jolltaiee in the f i e l d  of eduoat icm tq suit the node sS $ 2 1 ~  tir!les c w ,  in 



keeping w i t &  the dew lo-ts. .;hrAx ;.',aca elsewhere in the .more  adv~acc:l 

Introdtiction of RirdL.S:; .K&i,sh ochuols from Fom V (roughly COT;-. 

, , 

pamble t o  the -9th d a n d a & U f i h e - - p r e q e n t  system) as e a l y  .aB 1937, 

the introduction hf --f, , b b j . a  -for the benefit  af M u s l i m  

pupils in 1920, ths be~--pa&.* X:the--%aching of hggfne as'a o o r p  

d o r y  aub ject in Malayala, &&rand s-ing Marmal tratling in 
1 .  

Classes I t o  N frrwl ?922=21so.M;iswte the a o l i c i h d e  on thc part of 

the. govermnt  t o  develop ....b e..-%&e !,a -'.educational ~ y s t e n  to Fnoulcate 

rest  of In?ia, ensure the @&dr;f':,a,.generation wi th  health and heblthy 
dr 

Wit p , serve the r a o i z l  and .,,r~ligirua- intare sta of p&icular  c o m i -  

ties znd n ~ k e  the persoas. p.osim.g nwt,.,of, the educa t iord  ~yatem productive 

nenbers of the society. 

Me how *bat. t h e  -.-.-of 2dr;iasion of children-'to the f&t 

yew of the school h a  m,.b~.fue& st 5+-or 6+ in ~ m s t  of the  s t a t e s .  

But, -it seem that -maxixnm-u,mt ao ~reecribed in 1mst &es. The 
i .  

resuJt boen that -*.bel-cm&g td'  several age groups haype,n to 

attend:tbc seme clastr. - . e x - a g a n e l t y '  of students is further 

increzsed oviw to the *-tic. of grade ,  y&ctition. The 

problep of we of entry +-dumb had reoeived the aetention of, the 
. .- 

eduoational authositiea ~q~!Jzm&vme a* least by f9,31 when the .Direator 
, , ,  . -, , 

of Public h t d i o n  r e m - . h - - t h a  governrmnt that- he w c s  E k a i n g  

a h i s  sion-- t o .  a~ylicimte, + ~ t I r u b r J y .  in high schod.,.-s, w b  were 

no mre b o y i r " ' 6 r ' ~ ~ l s ,  bqt: :gmm<n?. pen mi women. BE - x&ueed n d r c Q 8 ~ i o n  - 



to peroons abvie the nts  of. ! j t o  the preparatozy cless in Ewlish Sahols .  . 
Thus beiyn in t h e  1920's itsc1.f ,?ttez& to brh: down the desj?:lrities 

in fh6 age grou$s of children a%-l;en&ing the s~;i.ie ~ 1 2 ~ 3 .  

WE h;?..ve indicated in .os! ct:+r'zier sectior, t j ~ t  one of the ob jecti0IIa 

that non-Christian commnities k d  aGr5nst sending tbir children t o 

~ o h o l s  d e ,  C&isti,m rzmctjie?,~ent bd been their fear of pereuas~hn 
I 

mde by n ~ a g e ~ ; e n t  tbrou& subt l a  rkt hods to conversion to Qlristianity. 

T& f s a  ~ r u ~ l t  11c~vs been in the r~jority of case unfounded, but neverthe- 

leaP it lingoxed in their  ;:in& till very recent - y e ~ z s .  Even rajor 

stlvgeles used t o  be wn&d between m ~ g e n c t n t s  and pupils es well as 

between nanngscien-ta and govornzcnt on the question of propriety of 

religious lnstrmotions in educztiom~l h i s - t i h t i o n s  intended f o r  children 

belonging t o  a11 comunitiea. We f ind tha t  the issue was c o q  up 

again md a g a b  in the  o w i y  decdes  of this century. Por instance, ?in 

-?%..the pm:fs exi g u a d l r a ~  ~f the riindu und the 1V6rslim students of 

the v ~ x i o u s  En::lish e d u c a h c  . fns t i tu t ions  - -. In an sround T x i v m ~ ~ ~  
. -. - - -  -. . 

mbnltted a mertorandu: t c  the I)ewen against com$uleory teB&Fng of Chris- 

tian scriptures in schools ?sad collegea under Christian mnegeccent. The 

governant did nct t d c e  the ~ekmrnndura serious2y and merely obsel-ved 

that no punitive zction could be t&e t  sg---inst the uc-zmgewentu concejnred 

e h e  tht.y were cnly xeoognised, 3ut no4 dd-receiving institutions'. 

' Complaints were raised t i i  afiain till the .gov~rment f inally issued 

+, ,,,,...,..-.- - 
. in 1935 i n a t m o t  iora t a  th effect' thgi,.,, no pai)il s& l1  be conpelled t o  

attend religious ins:ruotions in a f c i t h  which is not his Such 

ZIle No, 1 798 of 19%'. l;overm,ent S ~ c r e  tmiat, Governr~ent of 'kavahoore, 



coqlaints Indloate the  sowing awzcenesa on the paxk of the etudenta 

and t h e h  parents of their ,  rights, ~ o c i a l  ,and religiow, 2nd their 

increasing defimce of pr,zatices that they found inconsous with their 

e t z b  in society, By hindsight ws .how that they were forebodings of 

more eericus troubles to colze on th is  question a t  lat'er  date^, 

Let us now revort to o u r  =in t r ao t .  We have seen that the early 

decadee witnessed g e h  concern on the p-t of the government for 

educat i o n d  expansion, p a t  icularly expansion of primary education, on 

the one hand, ond rising denand f o r  educational op~ortunities on the part 

of the people. The goverment did not have the fimmial reeouraes to 

build educ~tional institutidns and sppoint teachers in dequate numbera. 

The priva* nana&ementa were Intereeted more in the opening of &&ah 

Schoole (in which they could levy fees and the fees levied were at hieher 

than those'lev~ed fn Yklayalar: schools) and opening middle and hi& 

schools (since in prbary sahools they were not px ia i t t~d  to levy f eee 

f f d  
in cfass'I and 11 ,uad were p o m i t t e d  tn  Iwy fees only at nominal ratea 

in cf&ees 1.U and IV) . The result has b e ~ n  an excese denand for places 

in primary schools. In auoh a context the .governsent hzd to think In 

term of introducing the a h i f t  aystern in prlrmry schools even in 1921. 

The shift WELB introduced aa 3 tenta t ive  m~.sure in all d e p d m e n t a l  

r&J.a,y03.~ echools at a tine additiorml teachers were fo- mquired if 

+he shift were not introduced due t o  inorease b enrolmnt. &ter 

& e v e t  & of the ' 

Deywtxient of Education. . 
14/ F a e .  R , D l s  .No. 61'9 of 1.922 of ths '2cavaimox-e Goverment Secretariat-. 

Order da.ted 27.6.1924. 



experbent- it fo r  four ,yeas, thc S:,W~G!L waa glut  nr; e d  to frcln 

1928-29. 'Pho s h i f t  was reintroducad both in d~;>~z-trner.tel an? p-lvrte 

at a l l  levels  of tho tduc&,ioml sgstem tYla - in re'cknt y e a 8  coc$ellad the 

Kerda  G o w r m e n t  t o  introclucc the shift sjrsteu b i t  t h e  soh001 and the 

college level .  k hzge  nurfber of p4egxee~ and degree colleges hyve 

at preecnt t h e  s h i f t  systori;. 

B land I W ~  in the evolution of the education eysteu: in Trnvtmcore 

was the =port of the. ~ u c a t i o n  Ref ort!s Comriittee ( ~ t a t h w ~  ~ o r - ~ i t t e e )  of 

1933 tn  w k ~ i c l i  we have  at. reference earlicx. The C o ~ u i t t e e  looked btc: 

the different stac;i?n of tlcluontinn m d  ex;~~~ined the problem .in each 

stage in g d e t  detnil .  In th. ir rcnc l - t ,  opci . - l  p<ttantio,n wos given 

to guestione af pror~ot.Lng ;jllhiL.p2;- cd.coation, cducr?tlon of the depreesed 

olasses, efficiency of the ii', xoc.>.tioq syster: am2 the relative role of 

About the ' yercentrt(:e of onrolcfint in 1:rirnnry s c b o l a  tio popdnt  i o n  

in the sohool-goin& age of 5-10 yccxe, the Cornittee pointed out &+I 
Chapter 111 on I4ass education) thzt contrpq to i;qression. conu.!only 

held even iri .dephsctc:entKl cirolee (ea reflected in tb Education Dep:+.rt- 

' ,man)) that it ?ad reached W per cent, ths , w W  enrouent W O V ~ ~  be 

& F i l a  Dais, X o , 4 6 0 / 4 7 h ,  of the yravanoore Goverrx-at Seoratr& 
Note Subnitted to the h s i d e n t  on 24.2.47; and order 1Vo.D.I)ie. 



about only 43 per' cent since the children onrolled in lower prSr-cary 

c la see  included those above and below t.h6 sppro2riate age groupat 

The Report w f n t e d  out tht the overall qudntitntive e q a s i o n  

of Malaydan primry achoals during the period s&e the pa3sing of the 

f i c a t i o n  Code in 1909-40 had been quite inpresslve; the m b e r  o f  schools 

had more than, doaled, eminent alms% quadrupled and goverment ex~encii- 

t u r o  on Mdap32m education ale0 quadnrpled. However, there usre 

seriGus causes fcr ooncern about the eff icienoy of the systcn. For, 

instance, thc Cor,Jittc.e pointed out, the ~xoportion of chflaren enrolled 

in Claaa IV t o  those enrolled in Clasa I which had worked out, t o  30 p r  

cent in 1912-13 P A  during a period of two docades improved only 40 per 

cent in 1931-32. The propcxtion thcct reached C k a e  8, the first year of , 

niddle school. educe,tion to those ezsrolled 'h Clasa I r e m h ~ d  at 18 per 

ma* during the ~ n t i r e  pr iod .  'i'r~ue, westcge due t o  drop out, was prohi- 

bit ively high mc! ths absolute i xmb~rs  dro;>ping aut had been rising quite 
4 

r a p l d l ~  w i t h  ti-s increp,ss in sc:?ools anc! em~lnen t .  

In o d e r  t c i  take a mre reliable view of the drop out .ra+es the 
I 

Cczr~lttee zlade ZSI attempt to, conp~axe the zercsntage of enrolr)ent b .  

higher classes in pubeequent years tc enrolrient in Clam I duriw a 

:: given ye,-. Tkia W&8 done for two period8 1912-13 to f9!6.-Y7 and 

1927-28 to '1931-32. ~he'results weze found de>re'aehg sinca, on the 

bade of t W  s &thod of cd&ation, the drop cut m t s e  were-.found - ' to.  

hsvo increased, as .;lay be meen fron the Table below 2 



~tiufe 2 . 2  

&OD out Rates 1912-1'5 t o  7916-17 cznd 1927-28 +a 7931-32. !Jravmoore 

- - 

Percentagh o f  earolaxrb Peroentage of omol- 
E 1 n e n - t  in Class IV iF Clam V nent 
--. h Cl-s -I- during the durir4 -the in Class .I h. Claaa  i n  C'lase v' 

dmin,cj the) yc-ar; y e a  durinq IY dm- during 
y e a s  -!9f.?-';19?5-16 1916-17 tho y e a  1930-31 7931-32 
13) 1927-28) 

(souroe; 3 e ~ o r - b  df the Educat ioa Ref o m s  C d t  tee s. 6.t , ) 
. . 

~ii'detorioration 9n the' retention r e h a  in the P r k ? Y  sohoole had 

ndveree ef feo ts  on the growth rate of Jiteracy, the bulk of the eqendl-  

ture on edkcation at this stage going t o  waste. &he Cornittee therefo~e 

undertook t o  e x a n b  the relative pc-rfarruance of' the departmental . . .  ~s&ools 

d' tha private ~choo l s  in r u n s c t  tit L~LJ  ou.'; rates md the  f oJlowing 

Table re*o&usa their reaults: 



Table 2,8 

Annual l&olrent -in Classee f IV in & ~ ~ n t ~  
and Private SaliooZs.c Triv- 1923-23 . t ~  

1931-32 " -  

De part~lent Scho~l a % of en- Private Schools 
Enrolmnt Qroll,mnt ( ~ i d e d )  % of  en^ 

rolnent- 
Ln Cl-s in CLCBB in ,miass 

rolment Enrolment Ehrolmnt lp Clarta 
I in 

, . 

Year .ISr N to enrol- I /in . 
Nos Nos. IV to 

ment in thousand thousard Class I Nos. 
that in ' Class I 

thousand thousand 
, ,  - --- - .  - 

1922-23 52.9 33.9 64 9 80.7 15.4 19.1 

1 923-24 55 • 5 37.1 56. e 86.5 17.2 19.9 
7924.25 54 6 38.9 7' .2 87.3 Ifl.7 21 .4 
1925-26 52-4 - 39*8 7G.O 69 . 1 20.4 22.9 

1 926-27 52.8 36.6 73.1 92 5 21.1 22.8 

1927-28 57.7 40 a 4 7 C  ,O 97 80 23.5 24.2 

1928-29 61 .O 42.1 7J.2 100.6 25*0. 25.0 

1929-j@ 64.3 '43.6 P.6  102.2 27.6 27.0 

193*31 59.7 43.3 72.5 102.6 29.9 29.1 

.I 931 -32 63 6 6 45.2 71 a ?  109.5 32.1 29.3 . , 

The f i p r e s  show tll-rt the :noportion of children 'enrolled in 

Cl-6 IV t o  those enrolled in Jlzss 1 ha3 remained &u,h hi&r in 

depsrtuental echo~ls than in prFvate schools eventhough in the private 

solloole theweelves the propoaiticn had been e t e h d i  ly increasing. For 

the etzte ae a whole, the percenkge of lmldlw in Class IV t o  the 
t: 

e n r o b n t  in Claas 3: worked outL36.9 in 1922-23 and 44.7 in 1931-32. 

Wkile it was true that the propolr,b-n w m  ;lowem ia private eohools and 

their  efficiency w a s  d s o  lower, :he entbe dmerence between the 



>roport ions wae not due to efficiency difference done. There existed 

a I a g e  nwliber of sohools ,under. ~xivate w ? . ~ : e ~ ~ e n %  which 1 4  e i the r  only 

Class I or Classes ' I and '11. The yro~ortlon of auch sahools we.a ach 

lower among deyartnectd eckwols w i t h  the result that the student0 . 

pacing froa the highest cia.& in p i v z b e  echools (nimely Class I ex 11) 

. who w a d d  'to pwde eduoation h@ t o  seek &miasion in departme-tsl . .  - 

sahools. S b c o  the oapzcity of Make in departmental soboola wrzs 

itself not .&equate pnd suah schools did not exist h places aocossible 

.students after c o ~ p l e t i o n  of atudies in. the firet one or two c1,wsea. 

In fact the t o t a l  enrolllent in Clasaza I t o  V wna dietributed quite 

unevenly ?ziung tkc '  olasoes Cue to ttiis ;?if:her order of drop oat aa is 
, 
ahown in Table 2.9. 

Table 2,9 

P o r c e a t ~ ~ e  .Dia'trlbuticn of T c t a l  dm0l i :~nt  in C l ~ w :  T lt;hP - 
->v individwal .clz<suke:. . Pre,r;zrcdx6 ' 4931-32 

--ICII--LI-I-------~ ----- 
Totcl Class I ' Class I1 Class 111 . CJ.ass N Clses V 

(::c~~~ce r w o r t  of the Mucation Ref orna ~on:li%tee, gr~. tit ) 

The problex of i n c o ~ ~ p l c t e  ~ c ; m o l s  M even c?.rlier co* to the 

notice of ,the ,qovement.U , - ,  Tha following e t a t o ~ ~ n t  conllzrirq the mulber 

.fiat5 ' aignificcmt . 
w-r-rr---c w ' .  - - - .  

, Tkavanoo& 'bkif&&t'%6 o r c t p z 4 t  F i l e  D .Dis . l c  .1324/45. 



Table 2.10 

Distributirm of, Fr-v Schoole aacordina fo the 

h i d a t  Class. 192~-21 

NQ. of eohools in which the 
hicheat Olase is Private 

(souroe a Retort, of the mucat ion bforns ~ o q p i t t g e  OD. cit) 

! he  hemurge af , ~&aple tr  aohools cnnt-d to d e b i l b t e  the eduoatbnsl 

systp f o r  several yams after this  observation was  made. The Fduoation 

RePorns Cormittee noted, t h r e  existed in 1931-52 as may as 1680, 

inuonplets I3wer p r h a r y  sahoole ou; of n t o t a l  of 3072, the private 

erector amounting f o r  nost of. then; aee Table 2.53. 

Incomplete Lower Prh!m Sohoola. 1931 - 32 - -- 
Muwber of Tnaomplete Schoo l~  

h g e a e n t  " Total 
with one with two with three 

claea claases alaas'es 

(source: RZort  of the Edwation RefoG Commtttee, o~.oit) 



On a cor:.ppxiaonl.-of t,,e f i ,p r t ; -a  f o r  t h  yr3a.r ?320-21 w i t h  those  f o r  

1931-32 f u r n i s h d  in tllo ~ j r o ~ s e d i ~ :  'I'zble, we f inC SL-,'~ while the  nw~ber 

d~ inco~2lete sc&ools in the ~ ~ u b l i c  86ct0r declined rr>idly, tilose under 

pnivate ~:lanq%enent wcnt u>. !?be c a  jority cf incoc:~lete achoolo unCer 

privste ama~+!r~ni; were tilose i:;mqjed by .- zrivate inclividuds; not 

corpornte ~ : i a e e . ! ~ p t e . .  

The Co:xlittaets observntlon wes th,&t the condit ion of prinnry 

~ o h o o l  build h g s  wae:deplorable . . : "The a;era.ge pr inary  ~ c h o o l  build tng in 

the s t a t e  is extrerzly uns'~.tiaf:actor~ frcn the point of lvSler;'c, light, 

air floor&. ..:..with a few exccptionrr, it c a n  be ozid tha t  the 
3 

prinary school hui ld irqa  present s shzbbiness &-~d wtrnt of attxactlvenees 

which must hwe a depressinc ef fec t  on t?!e education i c~$a ted  within 

t ha". 

We lave noted elrep-dy t h :k  . :fcrts t o  pror.:ote literacy along 

the most baaherd ecctions of the  popul-3tion (d~~ressad caetes tr ibes)  

had be6- r i g h t  frow tile be.g*nniq of the pried of uass exucztlon in 

the a t a t e  and that both ~cvem-.ent and thc ,2riv,?,te r,km?qesients, h d  s h ~ m  

keen intereet in this ;:latter. h fact, hi& r&es of powth were 
3 ,  

recorded in the enrolment of su&. c o : ~ ~ u n i t i e s  in the prirmy s c ~ m o l s .  

ffowever if we go by the nur.ibrs a c t u d l y  corjpletine four years of sohooling 

we f i n d  t h a t  theis educa t iond  pogresa eehieved ti31 ,the beginning of t h e  

1950's w u  but no~+l .  The Educst iowl Reforea Cornlittea f urniahed the 

following . . f i @ m e  'tq prove t h i ~  po in t .  



h b e z  ~f 3 2 ~ ~ -  in Cl-a p 
r .T 

L 

o f  Ver~asulax Schools e- 19-! - 

(~curoes Report of the ~ucuoat ion Refo- Domnittw, o m i t )  

. . .  
.Phe bulk of the onrbb- ,  of pupils fmm mi& aommunitiee w3s in ' 

aa 71 o f  the t o t a l  enrobnt  in Claesea I t o  V. I&idee, the faat alao 
i+ 

,remained that four-fifth8 of f&eltr enrolnent wap In private-aided and 

unarded ~chools .  Thia fact painta to %he doairraaoe of higher oaste 

~ ~ u p i - l e  in dmpartmntal ~ohool;e. The legal .x&hh waked t o  the depre'aed 

alaaseo for edmistaion. t o  govexTjlnent schooJ~. w not, till b e  beg- o f  
' 

tb 19301 d enabled t h e m  t d  seek that right effiiec$ively. Whether the 

iarom behind the id.bUity lay *b thsil. fear of 'pollut- the ~ g h s r  
61 

~ ~ 1 1 0 ,  o~-_t)ae denial of en* t o  t h e m  by 8ohool puthoriUes in egite 



i t  would eeem frcm the svidenoe of the eduoctianel ' pmgreae that w a e  

being m d e  by other backwud a a d t i e e .  like the E h v a e  whose  eoonomja 

were stronger, !kt the greateat  &c& ti thq depressed 

e l a e s i ~  lay in tbir eoonb~lio b a c k w m i m s ~ .  ~ h ~ y  did not b e  t i l l  that 

time any eubet&tial souroe of h o m e  other than the mstornery wagea paid 

to them a& a g i o u l ~ a l  labour. 

3efO'A r ~ 8 1  proceed further w i t h  OUT narrative, we nay have to r& 

a passing sfereme t o  the queetfon'of clepartmenh.l k. privets in the 

management of 'achoole. . The question was examined by' tho Educational 
- 

R e f o m  C o m m i t t e e  sow de ta i l*  On the basis of the evidence of the 

bet tcr ef f ioiency of departmntsl- schools one would klave expeoted them 

.to psse a judgement in favopr of abol i t ion  of the private managezent systen, 

p a r t i d a l p  a h c e  t he  priv,xte sector waa their schools l a rge ly  

with the g m n t o - i n 4  f ron ti& icl..-emknt . Tiuh verdict wzu on the 

other hand; t ha t  "wktever cay Se thc preaent defeote of the nided aeonay, 

it has, in the' paat, n+e s noat u s e f d  2nd dLstinctive aonliribution t o  

the growth of eduoatbn in ihe Travanscre State"  and that ". a pol iay of 

Abandoning the  aided agenoy, ff np2lizd t o  h v a n o o r c ,  would be e x t m ~ e l ~ '  
, . ,  

unfortunateu. Not t i t  they did  not z l a o  rcalise "thc,t  m n y  of thr, aided 

agenoies In the State r e p r e ~ e n t  seatarian interests, and that p'ave ob jso- 
I 

t i o n  must be taken if it can be ,p~&ed that any seatarinn echocl is 

foment- o o m d  diffcranoesw. ~owever, they'thouaht t h a t  th&pspir&, 

of unity, of coaradeshi.p,'of oivio donieiouslle&a Md af jo int  oitizenehip 

ban be fostered in the existing echoole without the htgxiuction of such 
, 

. a  draatio waau~t q! the abol i t ion-  of 611 +Re tt~mdled seotariam 



nanageclents". . A very gpeaiouo ~rgumnt indeed, p C i c u l m l y  s h o e  the 

Cornittee lcrew that nnny of the w g e u e n t e  held religiow instwotion 
. a 

to be essential "in the intareGi of charaoter training and moditye. 

Then followed 'another =&went, the by-now f a m i l i a r  and hackneyed one, 

that. they r e p s e n t  orgauisud .or perso& enthusiaem which unfortunately 

tende to be abaent fron t h e  more formal and iopersonal mxhfnery of the 

deparhental agency. Surpriehg that the Committee c,&d paoe %hi@ 

verdict in suah 'facile fashion when they had coavinc.ing evidence before 

then of the deplorable level of e'ff icieaoy of tho privately, managed 

acho-ole. The Cormittee then dvised the gave-nt t h a t  siPae 'Prcuran- 

core govpment was ~lped ing  nearly 24 per cent of i t s  revenue on 

educiation, a pro?ortion muoh higher than in &,nost progreseive provi- 

nces of British India, it should not oontinue to increaae its-total 

expenditure i n  the em@ proportion as in thc past and t h t  it ehould 

gradually- diveet i t ee l f  of 'the nanagenent of a comiderable munber of 

departrxnhl ht.itutioaa and traasfer the management of large nurnbers 

of departmental 80hools to looal bodies as waa tho practice in provinces 

Wer direot Br i t i sh  rule. The recomendations made by ths Connittee 

actually =ant the loss of e great opi>ortnnity for ~overnment to control 

the edlloationol ~ystem; subsequently, w k e b e c  te government tried to 
apply coptrole on the w a ~ ~ a r d n e s a  of privake ~lrmageuenta, it had to face 

haumrultable maistance . The educ~~t  i o n 9  ayetern that prevails today 

is o m  in whf oh grivate mmage~tent m e  and runs educat ioml institutions, 

appoint l t e d e r e . a n d  the staff, adnit student6 and expad the scale of 

thek operations, with the government foot* their entire b i l l s .  The 

private vested bfereats are gettine stronger day by gay and the state of 

sff aix8 h a  rsaahed a point of no re-. 



The stricture p-sscd by tl:e Lduccztional ?cfox?~s Comaittee on the  

existenoe of incohpl4te schools had 'an Pamediate o f f s o t  on govorru2enta3 

policy. The goverment initiated n proerame in 1935 of withrLrewin3 

r e c o ~ i t i o n  for inconilete yriiiary sokools, f ixs t  of the onc-clcee . schoole, 
the 

then ofLtwo-cl.-..ss scllcols lastly of the throe-clcsses schools. 

However,' t h ~  efforts do not  seem l-cve to be cofipletely successful, The - 
distribution of pri~azmy ochools by .the hlgheet class in thel:; in 1947-48 . . 

was ec shown below: 

No. of sahools with C l a m  I only 23 
fi +i A C~P.SS I rind 11 - 164 
I I  " Clase I, 11 and III -- I f4 
tt " Clnss 1, 11, 111 and $I . - 4 3 8 .  
II . " Class I, 11, 111, IV .and V -2531 

Tot: 1 a z l  
Ae a result  of this i,l-oi:rrhu.:e t d  ~;l,c: G n k  af preveatirq-_r ti?s"mshrooning 

of e chools for p , v t  i c u l ? ~  'deno!:iinat ions  ' of o o ~ m i  t iee and abolit iozL of 
* 

ever-lapping schools, thi. t o t a l  n ~ i b e r  of pr-y sohoole fell &om 3253 

k 
in 1945 that ''t&ing the s t a t e  PUS .a whole .the aver.ci:e m n  hemod by each 

prhmy sahool w3s 5.3 aquare ~qiles in 1911, 242 fn 1921, 2.3 k1.1931 and 
, 

2.6 in 1941, The average number of ;)eraom served 'by each ~ a h o o l  was 

2j93'i~1311,- 1159 .in 1921, 196j in 1931 and2092 ia 1941. The higher 

q t e a  both in paint of ,axe3 G.S well as the averace mitbcr of p e r ~ ~ r m  eerved 
. ~ . .  . 

by sohoola (in 1941) when coraparod to those of -31 are due- to. the fzct 

that owing to increased f ~c i l i t i s s  f ~ r  t r;aaport, each school, by 7r,coviding 



additional mco~u~mdation, could ap.?.Cer to a l?agu nwnber of pupils*. 28/ 

The governmental policies m e  rewxted to hzve slao reduced t k e  rates 

of drop out and grade repet i t  ion. For every 100 p p i l e  in Class .I in 

1928 only 39 had reached d l s s s  fl i n  1931, the rate increased to 57 fox 

thoee who enrolled ia Class I in 1932-33 m d  reached clam in 1935-353 

it was fyrtbr ralsed t o  60 and 64.5 for'the cohorts who rectabed claw DT 

ia 1941 and ,1945 respectively. 

Refom meanures introduced after the Conwittee Report of 1933 
. . 

included also the qening of sore training sahools f o r  teachers. ~ i t h h  

a period of 15 yeers frm 1931, we find that the proportion of untr&lnt>d 

tewhers cam down sigdficantly. In 1931, 60 per cent bf the  tea@r@ 

were untrained; but in 1945, only ;.bout 35 per cent of the teaohem were 

untmined in piva te  schcole, 2nd the proportion of untrained teachern in 

governnext a cho ol R was no;:~iral. 

' b e  iiipovei (eat of the  efficiency of the p r b x y  school was  

reflected in the l i t e racy  rates. It is stan t h e t  literacy rate in 1941 

a o n g  a e o  of 6 years and above increased to 67.4 per cent, the corres- 

2onding rate ;.yl:+ng fem3es being 42.1 per oent . These f i,urea hwe 

however to be taken only as indiaative since the 1941 Census f i&rea 

are l o t  oomidered t o  be as reliable as Shose of 0th- Census figures. 

In our disoussion so f a ,  we did not touch upon e very inisery.bl.2 

haan probleh th,t existed in the privately w e e d  echools, n ~ i ~ e l y  the  
, . 

s ~ l a z i e s  of Ceacherp cad  the security of their en~sloynent. Teachers h 

p r i v ~ . h  schoola b i d  not h v e  axy s c d e o  of pay fixed fo r  then by tix 

Education Code or the Grmt-in-Aid Rules. They wexe aspointed by t h ~ .  

Regost of the Txavacore Uua.*.t ion Reor4taUrit ion Ccimittee, 
(~u~erintendent, Go~ern ; ;~c i~ t  Fresst;~, T r i v d m x ,  1346). 



nanageuent, peid sdar ios  nccurGing t o  ths pleasure of the management 

and retained then 3n cemica only so long aa the rnsmgetlent wanted then: 

t o  be ir strvice. The Education Dep:-zrtr:~ent had sinae the beginn* of 

the present century f ixed fron t i n e  t o  tiiie the n~ininuu q d i f i o a t i o n n  

for appojntnent of teachera at the v a s i o u ~  stages of the education system. 

It had also laid down rules regard*; the training q u l f f  icctions required' 

by then. T ~ E  r e c o m n d a t i o m  w.de by the Eduoation Raf or- cornnittee an3 

tha  iricreasq, org,mie2t ional s tmngth of private schctol teacherg enabled 

then fcr the first time in t h e i r  history in Trc.vmcore to pass a series 

of resolutions fn 1934 st t h e  F i r s t  Conference of the Trzvancore Private 

School Teachers , The fo l lowing  were .mong the  in?octant reaolut iom 

(a) Govornnent should i n s i a t  t h t  no teaohor, , once 
pemmently en-ployed in .s private school, ' should' 
be relieved without the prior sanction of the 
Dirsctor of Public Inatr~ctiong , 

jb) G o v ~ r ~ e n t  should r ~ .  tt!-:,~ l i . ~ i  u provisions in 
the Tra~~mcore  Service Ae g ~ l ~ t  ions applhible  t o  
private achool teachers; 

(c) - The p i v a t e  school t e ~ c k r 8  ahould be given the 
m-alary scales exist* in government ~lchoole; and 

(d) the Gov~rnment sllould pzy the pr-y schocl t e aahs r~  
their whole salcrry by way of ,.;rant-in-aid'since no 
fem were levied in pr-y schoole. 

  he eovernuent'wao not  w i l l i n ;  ta interfere with'the powers of the 

nanageruent t o  diqpense with ths service of teachers. The baagers 

retained the power to disrdos a taa.cbr on a cianth'e notice or n. iilonth's 
b 

dnlqy. Ille ttsacbrs h d  of course tke right to go in appe.al tc the 

BLumt iox Pe~ ja r t r sn t  ag&s t the .unjust 9ecieion of mnagerzents. The 



g o v c r ~ n t  agreed to lock into t b  queation of n i n i m  sdaries, but 

we& unprepared to introduce equcd r ~ t e s  for governrent md private 

school teachers. 

The Teachera ' dsso oiat ion cont h u e d  to represent to tb governmen+ 

on the question of security of tenure arul equality of pay and got their 

h e r d  annct ioned one by one, f ron 1946 onwnrds , when the Trctvanoore 
. 

Govermelyt introduoed a soherne of conyletr t a k a  over of 1;rLmz-y edu- 

cat ion i n t o  gover~lllent hands. 

The rave towards nztionrlisatioh of pr-y education w a s  a ~ q u d  

to the recomendaticn of the Education Fkorganiazt ion coarmittee ( ~ a ~ w o r t h  

 omitt tee) a2yointed by the Govem~ent  of Tr,=vancors whioh sub1:citted ite 

report in 1945.u Sane of tile highlights e f  the Report ars worth apec i s1  

notice. The Cormittee noted with sone sense - of sakisf ection of the 

increasing e n r d h n t  ratio of ohilhren in  primry schools, According to 

the 19%) Census, the t o t a l  m b o r  of children enrolled In Classes 1 to N 

we&ed out to about 63 ::er cent of the children in th6 26-2 grou? 5-9. 

The proportion of pupils enrolled in class 1 r e ~ o h i n g  class flr had reaoW 

64.6 p e r  cent by 1943.44. It ia worth remen-baing that .%he corresgonding 

perosnt~+ge in 1931-32 w a s  i:nly 40 per cent. The Cornzittee's mast a i g n i -  

f i o m t  raoo=endation was the intxoduct.ion of co;;l?uleory, univcraal 

primnry education f m f i v ~  y e q a  (class I to V) . With regard to the pay 

of ternhers of pxixmccy s o b o l s ,  the Corni t tee  recommended tht the govern- 

uent should 2oy to the management of pirnary sch001~1 a3 grant an apomt 

equal' t o  75 i;er cent of the t e ~ m h r d  sdas ios .  lZomrOirq to the Comlktee, 

one of the fundaruentd ;;roblens relating t o  yrh-a?y education i p  _the 
. .  " .. -- - -- I '  - ----- 

pJ Cavernme? t of Travancpr e , Repoxt of the Travancore Education 
Rearganiaation Commit tee, 1945 (Government Prees, Trivadsum, 1946). 



State was the one contiected w i t n  tbt: statue ?nc? m!Lwr,?tion i!f tcs.c!.cx-a, 

without an Lq-jrovenent of wkich nc; ;.:x,greaa w-::a ;:cscibit! in t k  1icI.c. 

teaohem were brought on a p:lx with tho& of the de3mtiJxint3l sclr~col 

On t !re. 3 aa i a  ~f t12 rc c o ~ i c  ndat ions of t h ~  hu;~~~it t ~e , the Trav~noor, : 

LegLalatum reeolv~d that ths ~.ntcrnent dmuld .I?& thraelvea reaa:.an- 

s l b l e  for ;?riuary aduc.:.t;ion ti.lrou&.(c;ut the stz tg  ellti s lauld,  f o r  this 

purpose, t..ikc u;: t?ie contrcl anci rxanc;e;erient of p r b y  soh'i~lu. ACCOF 

ji+ the T&LS:~ utfide 

(a) btroduction of :L m u r s ~ .  ~f' ;:rir.~.ry c..iuc~.tion .of 5 year'@ duration, 
0 1 8 ~ 3 e ~  :C t~ hr. 

( 2 )  Fnt;roduction of a p o p a x  i:.id-day ~leh5. pKgrnmfis t o '  dl needy 
pI.icken, 

(a) ninir;;ls;?tion of wastx(:e (drop out) m d  ~ ~ ~ q t i ; n  (c:rde repetition), '  

(f). introbuction of gre-university schools, 

(&) provision o f  f scilififss f o r  b n l t h  0!3*r0 of c h i l d r ~ n  end tunckiiy.., -ktl.:. . i  

drinoiy lea  of hy~iene, 

W M e r  A.Dia.No.l324/45Adn. da+,eri 12.9:1945 of ti..: I b w ; i n o o r e  ,,hvcr.n::cnt. 



(i) f hat ion of equal pay for yrivcte and govermulent school 
tecchers. 

A t  the mid& aohool itme- 

3) abolition the eS;aten of two typea of middle sohool - 
Malayalan mid English - and t o  h v e  only one type in  
w h i o h  the medim of instruction should bo the rdther 
tonee. 

A t  the hi& aohool stcae 

(k) , abolition of the s y ~ t e r n  of two tyyse af high school - 
b l n y r l a n  and w i s h  - an& to have Malaydm as the - 
nediucl in dl Ugh scboola, and introduction of 'two 
oetegories of- high aohoola, academia and technical. 

Tho Cornittee 'also made tke .following observation: 

vGovornmnt lmve come t o  the  ccmcluaion that the reawnsibility of, 

inpartlng psin~xy edu=tion th rou~hout  the Sttste devoles apon, cnd has to 

be ehcluldefed 'by, theu ancl tlloy -vs zccordin&-ly decided to s8swi2 the. 

control & m g e m e n t  o f  prisary uducction w i t h  the definite.. dbjective 

of making auch eduoation both free rind c o w ~ l s o r y  w i t h i n  a3 short c 

period za practimble~ axid they irwe b t r u c t e s  the D k o o t o r  of Public 

h s t m t i o n  to forrrulate detailed ijroposala on the basis  of a ten-ymr 

pr64gcmtze-for kplenenting t h i a  deoisi~~." The bvsmnmnt h d  c l ? x i f i a d  

t o  the p i v a t e  mmgelllents tbt it wm not the intention of the  govern- 

mn$ ' to m k  thm to surrender their bui ldhge  and ~red . se s ,  to ~overm, :ent~  

that the g o r e m n t  would not take steps t o  cloac down p-ivzte ?r-L-.s.r:r 

sohocla y m b d  they f p w w e d  the.  gerierd standards ?ad .. the , & c e r s l  , 

aurriculm. f ornulated by the I -  goyermnt,  and that . it :wouId--b&+i-lli~~ ' 

to aoquire the buil+ings end-'pyeqisqe of privata ~ ~ h 6 0 l a  3nly ir their  



raana~enent valunt ,?r i l j  handed then 'over f o it .- Sowever, the govement  

w o u l d  exercise t h e i r  sources, if need <xroa, of utiliaing the prsriiaes 

vested in the existine r:~xiagene~ts. Thk goverm~cnt also rlade it clear 

tbrit n ~ ,  grmts would be given t o  institutions a p s c i f i c E l l l y  ne~at for 

in;~&ing re1 icious i n s  t g c t  ions, 

Within the courar of a sirgle yeax, 368 private piinmy sehoob 

were taken over by the coverment . The declmat ion o f  the govesmient 

and the Caking over of private echoola to goverment that followe&, l e d  

eome of the  corporate ucnagenepts, p u t f & ~ l a r l y  those under the catholic 

ohurah, to t&c s united atand against the  govcm&nts ' programmes 'd 
crcated c eJtuation in which fuzther tzk ing over w a s  rendered dfff icult .  

'The govcrmett;;l' hitid r a e ~ t i c n  was however to suspend a l l  grants t o  

private  pinary sohools mn by Csthol ic  Chriitien ~ona~emgnts: But soon 

it relented and in 1947, disburaec! t h e  ~rwtts withheld on condition that 

reaognition aml aid would be continued f o r  their 3ch6ola only Ff the3 are 

run as denonination4 echoola in which admission I s  1 h d t e d  to the 

children of the concerned cornunity alone. Howwes the govement dealared 

thnt no new .prislary sab>ola s t a t e d .  by the Catholic nehgeraent or any 

other  privete f ,mgencn t '  would be e l ig ib l e  f o r  f hanci.3-1 zid. 'Pheee 

b l d  yoaturea of the government dia not serve t o  m e a t  the .growth of 

p~ iva te  prir;~cry schools in later y e m c ,  IA fzct today, the miibex of 

private achuols fax exceed those d i r q t l y  under government. In 1981-82, 

it. w h e t  2660 primpry ,schools, owned by the goverdment (with- a total 
, , 

-errroLment .of 1 1.1 ldkhe) , 'there -existed 45 51 p r i r i  schools under. private' 

'~a-~~;cent (with n t o f d  enrokent  of '14.8 1-7. 



The o t h e r  rcf o m ~ a  introLuced i:! the c::ducztion sys ter?  i'cllowing 

the remuiend,ations cf t l i t :  2ducit-b icnc 1 z;ieor,:,aisc?tion Corslzittse w r o  

(1) the raising of the nuribor of ~1:wses nt t h e  l;rb,zry st?.,& fro::: 

4 t o  5 (2) the ~ . b o l i t i o n . o f  t h  syster;~ of two tries of schools - 
Pmzya12x ,d wclish - nt thz :~ic'~lile ,znd ki& school ~tc:ces insti- 

s o w  piwry education in five t a l u k s .  The att&:?ts r t d e  by t kL t  c<?Vi ril- 

rent to brine; u 2 c r  govtrru::knts ' direct c o n t r c l  the en t i ra  ? r i n ~ z y  

education t o  the res t  of t h e  t a luka  in the C t q t o  were thwrxted by iki: 
* 

galit i d  ddvelopxnts t he  t followed, tho declaration of Indepsndenoe' 

(1947), the subsequent a u s t ~ r  of the Dew,m of Travmcare ( I Y ~ c ? ) ,  ::,nd + 6 .  , , 

b t c g r a t i o n  of the  Sta.tc:s of Prc~vzncore ml Cochin i n t o  ,hi sin@ st;;.i;a 

The rates of growth of 1iter;cy f o r  t k  cliff ersnt c'oiz-,lunitiea in 

Tr,o.v~ncore during the period 1901 to 1 ?.I1 wcrc quite ir.:;>res sivc cventhou~;h 

the bsttor-off rctain~d t h e i r  lezdiry: l . lc~cit ims.  In fzct the lcvcls  uf 

litermy ?song aost deprzsstd c ~ ~ n q - d t i ~ s  rc!.;ailled ertr6:;ely low till 

I g j l ,  ;?nd it was during title d e c ~ d u  1931-17(,1 th-t they gzincd sorx 

si;:nifiomt el-,ins. Such c steel: rigs wc,.s preeu~ably the resul t  5f I.. 

vmiety of f z c t c r ~  such 2~ the reuov7l of iLI =strictiom t o  , d : i i ~ ~ i i : n  . 

cf ~ u p i l e  in pov;rn.;ent r:t l~i aized sck?sols on the b m i s  of cmtc or 

r e l i g i o n  nnC. tho  1iber:J .  l ~ o l i c y  f ollcwed in the 1930's f c r  cssic:nir.g, 
' 

uncultiv~z.tod 1 ~ ~ n . s  t;; de ;,re ssed c o ~ : ~ i t i ' e s  (in plcts of no t  nore tbn 

t k e e  --UB ;CE filtiily) 2.t o;ncessi&zl rates.a In 1935-36, tnere were - 
R . R i ~ ; ~ ~ t ) l ~  I y ~ r  >kiI:1.i?8 s (d. % b ~ a ~ ~ ~ ( ~ ~ ~  ( b p ~ 1 t h 3  R U ~ O  V~:.I? .  3~ s 8 ,  

Trivmdfi\+. 1923). 
\ 



2667 pupils in h-;Liah S C ~ O G ~ Y  (i.ji&dle m1 hi& t&cn t o,:e ther) and 8 pq;i3B . 

~d cqll&ps, . .. belowfng 00 the -dkpsessea 0'0a&ti.s, *.inciudhi )rili . 

tribes.. Thx peailo atky ' Proal&tion 'of 'l937 ,,:.which. k7as the f iadL 
. -.. . 

d e d t h  f lpw - a , . . tq- , . ,& :. g c m g ~ . :  of - untopu.bi l i ty  . ih :!lkav.mccre, gzvc a. 

&%her fizli; to their eduaational ant' ebommfc aspirations. Ia the 

pa';193+36, a beginnby, w a a  M e  in the prautioe of. 8iving l u p -  

grants - to  pupUe, of -such . o o d t i e s  with a =ant of Rho. TO yer p a p d  

in olqsee  IU and 19 of dl mco@sed hrXdm sciioole. E o w ~ v e x ~  

it nay be no bod th& the .upwd trend &' enroLrsnt w.ss - zxhsted  du~ht ,  
., . 

the a lcahg  yeas of the 1930's and.t;hb oz.r3g YO~&B of: tbc 1 9 4 0 ' ~  c h z w k  

the i i d e  eoo&mio depreeaion in the faorer p r i d i l  .and the conditior&..af. 

>ov&ty AZSd misery a(ureed 'by the in f ln t iomzy '  conditions c l u r i n g  tk ,2nd 
... - , 

Wbsld .Ym, It wRq only' ~f t e r  1943-44 tk.& ,the up?A .trend . i n ; . e m L = n t  
' .  . . 

was regab36.d after %hioh the stnte coqtinlre5 to lrevc? high ra&s of s & h .  

~ & i e  2.1 j ahous 'the gcowth in z b ~ o l u t s  b.;b&m of anroluant in ecluc,a%- 

tan& inetitutidns in bavnncore d w i q  ' the ;~drl~d 1935-36 to 1947-48. 



13u;iber of tu~ils belongins to a few ccmnwzitiee in Uucational . h a t i -  
- tut ions in"havmcore : 1935-36 to 1947-48 

(selected 

Christian 

Scurce : lldcinia t rat ion Re;>nr,ts of the Se~nrtraent of klycet ion,~r?v.?.-vl~;m. t; 

stzte f o r  the reai~ectiva yema. 

Insg i te  of the vciyin;; rates of growth re~istersd, thc r ~ l z t i v c  

proportions of emclmnt of $ha different commnities rcl ~aincli <~~l:..cst 

stable, see Txoie 2.14. 



Furosnt ;i.pL*i. ) :. . . : ; ,. 4 0 ~  'cf Enrolment adong aorje Cornunit ie s, Tra,ve,lcore : - - ----. 
m53/i t~ 1947-48 (~elsctcd yems) 

h -.- ---- .-,- -- 
T O ~  . . - 100.0 100.0 ' - 100.0 , ' 100.0 

---------I .....A -- - -re 9 --- 
. . .  * 

( C ~ O U ~ C , ~ & U  ZY ,>:< :. - i ; 5 ~ ; l ~ ~  supplied in tho A&.lini&tration Rer;orts 
pf 1'ravancc~.+~ _l ;:: ~cui.i~n% of  ducat ion)  , , 

1. w j n - c  i:.;.:. it -,-r:~.:c?nt zf .educztiom.l growth i n  Travancore WPSI the 

inare~se in en=oll:..i~t of f ix la  ~r T h .  a.tedy increase in tbo gercentcge of 

girle to t o t d  271 .LI:ea% in the two types of school - i:ddyalm and &.liah - 



aohieved during the period 1938-39 to 194748 is ahown in Table 2.15. 

In faot  , in 1947-48, .the percent- of g i r l o  . t o  t o a l  enrolnent 

in clam I wae as high .as 4 7 b  8, but the peraentage d e d l n e d  to 46.6 
-- - 

In Claes II; 45.2 in a l a a s ' , ~ I f  and 4i.l In clme I. In aubseque~t 

daoades, the rates of d+qp oat wfrom'the dllfsrent &ages of the 

- 
, ~ e r o s i t a ~ x  En@i& High ~ercenta& in 

and middle eohoola 
Tamil 00M616' 

..-.- 1 ' 

Eource r & M n i e t r a t  ion Re~ort .  E d q g t i o a  Deaartroent., %I-, 
1947-480- - 

educational ~yatem anong the &la have aonslderably mm do& and today 

14/  he rztee of atamtion were alad unconoiona~y hi# d u + ~  the 
mid-1940'13. The followjag obsemt ion , i s  xevealingt .we have found 
large lrumberrt of aaeea ih Travanoora in whiah p p i l a  h a V 6  eta#w+>6-d for 

' 

per iads varying f r o m  2 snd 6 -ye- - -ir! one, alaam rrrd other aasea in 
which pupils ha+ taken- between ,7  an3 0 yeare t o  read in two o l m s e e N ,  
Ednaat;on Baoysanbat ion  Cornnittee, 9 ~ . o i b . ,  p.15. 



there . exiate v$rtudly ,lit'tle d i f  f erenoe in thk rates aa bebeer, the t;;? 

aexea at any s f  age in the educktion 3 ~ ~ % 3 1  in Kerda, as K:! 3 k d Z  stid;. 

p e  een'?;ly.' 

B w f b  of Edwation in C o ~ h i a  (1900ri942) 

The growth of education in Corhin during the first h;?X of the 

twent'ieth century wan quite rapid at all the stagee. . Ils wae tke-cm'c in 
, . ,  , . :. I , , '  

, . 

Tmvanaore, CootLtis dm infmduced. a Beries of ref o m  i5eas-e in its 

eduoationd eyaten. During the first decade i tae l f ,  the following 
.. ~ 

' m a m e  w e r e  takefir 

(a) 9rZaaxy eduoation u=..to be--it-p&ed.exolusivel> in , , .  hdsgrzlam, 
emep't' in ' B f e w  Akl&l0+:~'2:~~idf2' schoo~a ; , 

(i) prim= edaoa.tj,oc in mwzi.-ii soh;?ls to be f r e e ,  ~ r ~ r n '  (19081 

(a)  revision of ccrricl~la f u r  a l l  s l ; o , c ~ e  of . t l re  ec'mol ~yster;lj 
, . 

(d) enoourag~~ont of kc -d in i ca l  educ,:,tion and rdult oduoati#l; 

(e) liberal p~mt+h-aZd to y i + ~ t e .  sol-kols in iiu of. t eaohaid  , 
- ' sale* a PA for e ~ d n d i t u r c  an lard ,. taildings, furniture and 

e q u i p n t  ; _ . , I  . 

(f) im$rwe~mnt of the  pa^ of teachers; 

(g) mor$anleation 6 atreehening of teachere' training pro&ms . . ,  
' inoludiq tra-g women for eppoiatrsent a8 .teackrexs; ' 

(h) introduation of a e&& of eeholarahip to poor 3nd nacitorloua 
p p i l e ;  and 

) the ht roduot  i o n  of. im'Bduaatian dode. 
. . 



:In - e p i t  e o f  such comgrehenaive ref arm, the I f  teracy r?.,tes along 

the d e p e s e d  o o t d t i e s  ooatinued t o  secain low as mby be seen *or.; " n  

. I S  

the rates of literacy amng eone of the ~n;..jor cormunities ';Ln.Coch far' 

.II/ the different census yenrs fxoji 1'91 1 ,orlt\~irds. 

Table 2.16 

Litexaoy Rc-bes mnp Seleated Conamulities . Coahh 

1911 t o  1941 

, 1911° " '  
I 

La...- ..I ----I 
. 1941 

-Fe- 
~'LGe T o t a l  W e  

The at&np-be~b~- -the Coverma~nt of Cobhia for the devel01'c:~ri-t 

of educaticn received eeneroua support f ron the l o c r l  -?opulntion. &~.;evc;r, 

d guppoe case more for the exppnsion of  seaondary eduactian thai ?or - 
of Coabls. 1911. 1921 and 194k 



prhazy education. Even f o r  t h e  up@aci~ticn of de?c?rtmenta-1 sohoola, 

ttie Mdit i o d  acco~nod&icn uae ;~roviaed in n e ~ r l y  every cz.se , by ,local 

people. It was bbscrvad by the, educationel authorities in 1917-18 
. < 

that in many areas in whioh there did not exist ,prhmy schoola, l o c d  

a s s i s t ~ o e  ww not f orthconiag due to poverty of the people., In such 
. , 

axeas, the doverment itself had to bear the entire expenses; bwky: 

however to the . qonetraint of fbanoes, the goverment -aoritinued to pegr1:Le 

arivate enterpriee t o  taka up t h i s  responsib;llit'y in aa r w   place^ 7s 

possible . 
In order t? attract backward cornr&ty stydents and girls %c ~ i d d l c  

a d  hi& school ed-tion, . l i b e r a l  schenes of .,fee conoegeioPs ,m .A*. 

vogue in dochie from 191 4 o rwade .  Speaial sohoola we& ~rlao opened f o; , 
. . 

baokward corrnauLity students, agecizl saholarship were offered tc: them, . . ~ - d  

an a f f i o i a l  annopcergent, was -de t o  tha -eff cot  %.hat thb F'ulaya, pF& 
I . , 

rrnrZ pupils of sever4 H i l l  tribes trould Se uxixrp-k ~ V E '  yoynent of - fees 

fn alL ecbpald both dep~xtwcritol  -err@ s i d e d  .-lZ/- The f i B ~ (  df enrolce* 

e b w  however tht the efforts st the develop~ent of edumtion of &e , 

, , 

depressed clsssea did not oatoh up rapidly fill the end of B l t b h  ' 
4 , ,, . . .  , 

period in India. ' b  The reasom f o r  their &&thy to eduoation should be 

traced ta' the p i v n i l l q  sy-sten of untouohability, the laok of ocou;a- 

'fW choice, .and their oontinued exi~tence  under d a e r s b l c  corv!itj.~ns ';-:s 
, - .  

Il/ Ly.... . .. -.&:&in dclninia t r h t i o n  Report, 1095 (191 +SO) 



landless agricultural $%hour. Faced with suoi; ' apathy?, the government 

even thou&t thcl-t "whera persuasion f a i l a  complsion nay have to be 

A t  'the s m e  tine aa the g o v e r n ~ n t  was think- of steps t o  be 

taken for developing education along till? working c la sea ,  tbe govern- 

nent was e l s o  worried cbc'ut the adverse effeots of spreading; pure ly  liter- 

ary education mong the& since they found that Ichildren contract an 

averaion t o  their hereditory ocoupations which they aowe to look upon 

as .Wra dia .'. . . The eeanonic conditione of our  villages have +hue been 

dietusbed to n woeful degree, and with t h ~  e x h i s i o n  bf  . m e  education, 

thinge m y  go fro= bad to woree.. . . ." These observrttione did not - foxtun- 

a t e 4  diecownge the  efforts of the governnent to a:~read u s s  education. 

hatead they ~;ro?osed to introduce mbjecte s;ch aa agricultw\e in rural 

Bohoola wl-ich would give teaohing in t h e m  n digaity to vocation. The 

r e d  ackkevementiLnade in this direc t ibn  of vocationalisstion do At 
.I 

however seem t o  h ~ v e  heen signif ic,mt; nevertheless, we notice from the 

openbig of nuaerous idusfrkl sohools in Cochin the sie;nific&oe 

thitt the S t f i t e  nttaohed t o  the d e v e l o p n t  of v o c a t i o n a l l y  equipped 

educated rcanpower for the economic growth of a region. In fast, even 

Travmore did.  not ,seem t o  have asaigued as uuch bportanoe to this- 

line' bf education as- Cocllin did during the period, 



,,.- 

1 :, 

OE& of Education in Wzkr (1900-19471 

fn-&lnbm, the g o v s m ~ ~ e n t s  attention t o  the pronotibi ,of  

Maleydlam education *began only after 1921, ae a consequence of the blood- 

bath that the Hogleh Re3ell ion of the year led to. The period also 

oohoided. with th@ period of transfer partially of the control of. the 

Centza.1 Education DeMnent  to . the Indims under the povis ion .  of thi! 

Government of India Act of 1919. Prhaxg education began t o  receive 

greater attention than. earlier. ' In tfalelbm, serious efforts ensured 

f o r  the deVnielopwnt .of elenentary edt?ce,ti?n au3ported by g a n t s  . $ran -.. 

the Madras governnent. D i a k i c t  boards taluk b o d  were f &ed - 

&d p h w y  schoole were stprted h nost v i l l ~ ~ e s  and t o m  of 'the . , 

dietriot, . However, it ahodd be noted t k ~ . t  a najority them WBZ% . 

(Muslim) scboole, which were begun in private houees (mostlyaon 
, 

the upper floor of buildings) rented o u t  from the ownere. 'Irhe ownera 

gave the aoaomuiodation wre by a t t r - i t i o a  of' the reat  offered than by 

the besire to iromote elenentary education. A large of such 

~9r.l- obataalee, the Boards of Education under the self-leas lac&' 

leadership em to -it that elementary eawa5ion did' m~ke eigdfioant 

p s e s s  durw the e W g  decades eventhough- the &eve1 of litersoy 

a t  Halabst reached by the 'tine of the formtion of &e state of Kerda 
. . 

was 'a& louer than that existed Trevancore and Goohin. Muslins 
, . 

wsi t b  ciepreapuct o k t i e s  did not take : t o  education easily ow- - fm the occnl-y tenaat eeotions; sthe merahaata, the goverrrrPeat 



eemants and the imdlordi. These sections wi?o were the better off  

aections of society mxmged t o  Imrsue hi , t .~x  studisg es well a, 'get i n t o  

g e i t i o k  of power aPd i>restiGe' md coathued to a o m W  econauia mohl 

and political privileges that renalned beyond the reaob- of the tehantn- 

atk i l l ,  and the agricultural labourers who were illiterate., md p o x .  

'Phe edukational diepazit& that exigted between-IYalabar aad the other 

two regions of Kerdn have narrowed down quite sapidly during the ~ m t  

q-er of a century as a result of the delibexate policy of, special 

ed~c~tional enoaurager:lent ~ i v e n  to the former region, Wo dull look 
I ,  

h t o  the p & h  of the eduoation system durin,q the ?st-iadependence 

period in the next ' chapter, 

Before ooacluding this section, we m y  notice also a m j o r  . 

deyelopnent that took ~ ~ l s o e  at ths hi lher  l eve ls  of educntioli, nanely . . . . 

the eatsblishcent of a eepza te  universf t y  f o r  'Prav2mo~ in 1937. , Evzn- 
. . 

though there wae h e n  conpetition a ~ o n g  the different Wor ca~mnib iee  
! .  

in h a l a  for st?&ing new colleges, the elxrgenue of baIleges kcid t o  

w a i t  till nfter 1947, dye to several vioissitudes of the per+od *oh as ,, 

the &xst ~e~ression, the Second World Wru. m d  the p o l i t i a d .  uncert- 

tieo that prevailed tiil 1949, However, even as early ae 1937498 there . . 
we= nearly 2700 students enrdUed in th, diffarent 'mlleges, cxolad* 

law college, in P~~VELT~OOM and the enroleent w e  m'irt3y fmn the 

relatively ,mqre &v+nced c o ~ t i e a ,  see Tablw 2.17. 



. - -  
Government a 

Cornunify/' ~SobBce ~ r t a  ' 

oollegeb ipA a h i t  a ate s h m  a4  -?@. of . ~ , , l l e g e  coil: 
eolxege 

I . . coll- coll- college 
ssoh 

ege 
ege ege &mnmity 

ly- 

Soukas t atrat ion Bepork of Bavanoore ,. &pm.tnent of h a t  foe, 



Tne two priricely..at~tes of 'kravancore 2nd Cocl~in were interpatee (. . . 
4 

into a a--le - state of .Tr2vmcors Cochin w i t h  effaot from July 1972. 

Qhfs state'  b u c ~ z e  the. present state of ksala  in Nover~bar 1956 aonse- 

quont on ti-g reoreanisation of states on l i n g u i b t i c  b ~ ~ i s  by a d d b ~ j  

the' I b l a b a r  d i s t r i c t s  of the Madras s ta te  to it and transferring four' 

taluks at the soutkiern end. The educational growth in Kerzla durin;,- t h o  

yoat-independenae perlad i a  quite iLpressive not only in terns of the 

growth of h a t i t u t i o n s ,  teachers, enrolnent rmd emenditme but a lso  h 

terms of the d e v e l o p ~ n t ,  .and div~eif lcc. , t ion of the hltjher stage8 of the . 

educ,zt.ion system, It hqa been a :;,eri3;1 in which the differences in pay 

s c d e  ,md. cther  service oonditicna of t eachere  a t  a l l  l eve ls  as between 

the {;cmem?~nt cnd private r la~wer,~ents were renoved, the disparities amng 

+he dif f er8n-t regions in eduost ional  devc1cy:henl &xowed 'down, the 

higher .@twes  of educ~t ion  p e w  nore mgidly than the lower atg&es, tb& 

priv;?te mmq;ements :lore yiwerftll in the aikriir~ bf edumtion iiore 
-. . . .  

t k m  over before R Z  c . m  %C enjoy benefits without z e a p o a s i b i l i t ~  'and 
. . . 

' . . . I  

the. extent of ~ a r & ~ . t i o n  i in the f o m  of "&onationan for apgo%nt:knt of 

t64f"OhBx~ clnc! :&dasioli of p ~ ~ i l s )  as6uned z l a m h q  i ~ & d i o n e .  The 

cf f o r t e  made dur&g the pnst in ~ r a i k c ~ r e  a 4  Cochin to r&e the 

mjl:iond languege the ~ a d i m  of h - t i o n '  at 931 the ' t h e 6  levels of 

~ C h C l ~ l l n g ,  and t o  u d f y  the systcn of duoation by rigorous enfor& l ~ n t  of 

rules xegardin& aurriculun and eyllabua and conditions for recognition 

of schools pro be&>.thwarted by the powth a t  an ever increasir-q a t e  



of En~clish-redim ( r e  cop ieed  and unrcco,;ni~ed) schools, at the pre- 

prinary, pri~?.wy, 1dc;dle .:A hi@ s c b o l  strges and the govermentts 

g)proval (tacit or explicit) of such devslcpaent of 'elitist'  schools, 

The o*n$ne of new sohools at the pirimy atage contizrue~ in spite of 

tllc w h t u d  st-ation of the total number of ohildren enrolled c&msh - 

, m m a l l y  in the first ymx of pr-y school during the ccst  ten yeare. 

Teaohere :are ~gpointed by -gemnt~, thrown out when enrolzlent 19 

found hadequcte u l d  "protectedt1 by the ~ovemixnt by them in 

t h e  ~o ~t:.oatiw! *nace~:ent echools or abeorbing ther: 5n the $owemmnt 

schoole in which they r e n d  in =st cases aa . e u p e ~ ~ r a r i e s .  kn 

auxiliary syatea of sduce,tion gown up which ir.iljats tuition c3~x-l 

ooacking for exw-&nation at dl levele of the educztion ayatet : which 

is being avidly depended u:,on by the richer ~ ~ e c t i o n s  of society to equin 

their wards for  entry into tke hi(-hly derxnded c m s a  s of ' cduc3t ion at the 

higher l e v s l s  suoh as Xedicine, -;inc-ering, Agriculture .md Veterinary 

scienae. The &tonee comi.etiti8n hzs cvnn l ad  t o  so::it: influential 

resents t o  resort t o  zalpraotieca auch ~a .de~parJng w i t h  riark llsts ,znd 

ranufaaturing pq+ikI+a*n a d  wit.ereity oertiTicnt.js, Eduoation in Chs 
. , 

Z%@& inatitutiork ha* becone. ~ r i h d ,  ;.&icuJ.aly due to  emr rent 

cgltatiana. .by. student. & tenohezs on real ;ZT-LCI -ndpp.rknt grounJe. A 

for the..diff erent university ew~i ina t  ions g a r t i c u l r s l y  since a syr tsr.: 

of, ag2eermoe- by privste ~ d ' i d e t e e  2x1 amch sxwitwtions w?.s nllowsd 

6%- this B~R&* f r ~ u  the e a l y  1970's. EVery'y-acr, i~,?rticulhly in recent 

years, ha. vitnesasd uraholaeone eoqm titioh by i%ivate r!,~&tgei;~rmtx f 5~ , . 
-. , 

. .  . 
,. . -. , - ,  

:obtain* mre- coll.ki&s Ad.' s&ols.  cad the zoverru~nt is b e b ,  



pres-teed for @ulting eZucationd institutions t o  different comani- 

ties on the bzeis of thir relative ahare in  po,~ulation.  The .educational 

systez ha8 becone unwieldy ad lacking in e eeslse of direation ard 

pqrjose which lkzd be~in t h e  qnalit ies found earlier during the pre- 

independence seriod, the govarnient ~ h e l l i a ~  out .ent ire  cost of edu- 

cation both in the ; ;ovex~ientz l  a d  pivate sectox. In fsot nemly 

45 W r  cent of the entire rmenue expenditure of -the s f a t o  is zcoounted 

for by education. In the followlnlq sections we o m y  take a birds eye view 

of the growth of the educntion systom in the etate during the poet-Me- 

pdence  period with particulm referenae to the ptage of yrinary edu- 

aa t  ion. 

Before. t&lne; up the discussion of the patterns and y r o c e s e e ~ ~  of 

iducduoational fm;th vs shall f '&st present the ohnn6:ea that have cone about 

In the structure of the aohool ~ C u c ~ t i o n  system since 1950-51; see 

Table 3 .  I. 

&tcs 'of increase of the nuuber of -, W t u t i o g s  %&era 
aad EbroUent at the Lower Prhazy .  Middle and Second- 

ax-v str,srea o f  S c h o l  Education iq Kerda. 1950-51 
t o  1979-80 , 

Rate of Increase in 
No. of Institutions No, of teaohera Ro. of 

Stage rl. p u p i l s  - 

(per cent) (per :een t )' (per cent) 

Statistics for P1 C I  

, , 
Bo0mnio. Review, %I; t ~ ~ ~ 2 ~ 1 ~ d B o $ ~  Oo*t b  eral la) 



In eohool education the higher rates of incrcnse hwe been registered 

by tho niddle ;-a eecond-iy st.ages than the yrkmry etage, in terns af 

the mxzbor of institutions, te<wIrers and >upils. 

The i n c r w s ~  in educ.ctiomt expenditure b bean the  hiifrheot of 

d.1, during the period f r o ~ i  1961-62 to 1382-83; it mse by 1244 per 

bent, When we look at t h e  increase in t he  f m i l l t i u e  f o r  higher 

educsfion including prof easioml eduaation, we f iml tha t  it h,~s ewn 

f a r  ouf~tripped the increase regietered 3.t m y  s t ~ e  in ~chool, education. 

We &all not ~o into d e t ~ i l s ,  but nerely mention that tile enrobeat 

of the dollogjatQ level increased during the period 1957-58 to 1981-82 

by 782 per cent; the nuiibor of colleges increased fron 47 (20 governnent 

and 27 p~ivctej fn 1956-57 t o  208 (55 gowrnclent and 153 ~rivettr)  in 

1982-83 and the enrolAient Yrom 30.8 5 h - a  00 '282.9 Wuaband. The 

deta i l s  qf e n y l p q t  in B r t ~  and Soiepce collegea by stage0 + m g e -  . . ,.- 
ment during 1982-83 are shown in Table 3.2, 

Table 3.2 

L .  -- - -  
S t  we Soot or lage . P'erde Tota l  

- -- -- - - - 

!Total 34% 3262 6718 
-------I. - 

Grand T o t a l  135222 132417 207639 



Revert* to the pr*y st-rge of- e&ucetio'ri, we f ind that w i t h i n  

a period of four yeaxe fmn the introduction of 'the sohem of conpulsory 

pr-y educztion in Travmore in 1946, about 10'3 privete sohoole 

were ewrendered to ~ o v c r n z e n t . ~  The eurreDdored aobool~  were considere-?. 

govticmmnt schoole and t h ~  ternhers in euch sdhooli w e k  extended tk' 

mme  orv vice conditions, ~ o d e s . ~ o f  pay and atber benefits of the teaallem 

of gwern;:.ent ediools. , After $he fornation of +he !havancore-Coahin 
- 

&ate, the policy of surrender w a  cont d but con 
was not extended to new areae. y 1955, mmpu VP eo y F"v edvoa LM 

educatio~exieted in l 'l ta luka  in the Tmvancore rrgionj the aot  was in 

fo- In C o d i n  also. The difficulty in edendhg .the s c b m  t o  the 

entire st& ww a pmctic.d one, of ;rovidi& bookc mil stationery and 

n o v e l  . . t o  ::I1 neoessitou~ children, 

Ib 1951-52, consistent, vith t k ~  yolioy pr~scribed for Inpk3nentation 

elsewhere !n the state, tk ~rinoiple of. b ~ h f o  education. w a  . adcepted . aad 

3 pro@- Mae :ax--gared for con-omion of the then exist* clksses of 

pz,rinary schools into ineid!kducction -s: cleseaa ,fU/ A ~ a s i i ' ~ r a i n h g  School 

v a  -dso started the yezr 1954-55. Tho bwic sducnti&. eyst* o m t b d  

t o  expasd over the years a d  ~l i 'dd le  achoolrr &.hi@ eah&ls were' also 

prowsleivelg brought urador the aohem. hq?v,e'r, ". . the funot.ioning of the 
. ..-5.' 

owten waa found t o  be heffeot ive  and the e iqerhnte a€ €.ii$ersific2~icn, 

vocat3onaliea.t ion, ' i&mduotion of work experience propaitk e and the 
. . -4 

appofnhent of craft teachers, t r i e d .  froa  ti^^ to tine, had to be -- , - 

&-.Gibvt. ktter  N099L. 1200/49&. dited 10i6.19~2 redardlng Stztus 
of T e a & e ~  in mmendered sahoola. 

41/ ,iuiministrstion 'RO 
. - 

orf o f  ths Eduaation De3,rt;;l~.at.$&ggp . . cow-C.c)&a. . 
1-52. p.51  . . 



t;er"~&ted by 1967-61i. T h  fr-.Flure cf tiie hasio educetion sdlmw I n  

Kersla, na elsewhere in In35 a, is .n, teaf;ir,cr;y to tke h:Jf-hearted attc: 2ts 

a t  tho bp le iwnta t iq  of half-bnhd iclona in tlld f i a l d  of cducationnl 

hmvat ion. 

One of the ei&ficant developmnts that took pl:?.oe in tbb f Fold 

of semndary sohuol - e d ~ a t i o n  in the state during the- &ply 13%' a ww 

tho ir&odu<rtion of the PEivatt' S S O Q J ~ ~ ~ Y  QChnol ( ~ ~ ~ ~ 9 . 1  achcm. The 

a d n e  a k e d  p r P m f l y  ~ p . t  Lnymm* the service conc3tions of teachers 

euployed in aohoals under privhte iim,n?c.je:-~cnt, The poho1.x wwss first u.tr.3- 

dwod in the state fron Scirte~.~ber ,199,. T1:b acibe& wae not w*lcor.ed 

by all the v e k t s  of sduois tr;amse they faunti scrioue. objsction t:: 

eoae of the :govieicns in it, ynrtioularly those: r o l r , t i l ~  tc t.bn xi:.;.:*.ta 

revlatd a@ the revised eoi.rc?:rt~ car . h t o  tif k o t  from k.oal:,ber 1931. !f!& . 
nab f e~tume cd the schae were the fol~.rwin,~: 

. (7 )  . t h e  ~ w e i : ~ m t s  s;:-xld. x:.i?,it !& CP  ti:^ fee collcctb..:: 
into public mc:>wta c!::c.nsd in ts~xmry;  

(2) the wntigent pad ~ t h c r  ex;,&m&a o f  the. .jrivste aohmls 
would be net 'by the ncnwcz~ent fxm the re=- 
of the fce oolieotion; ~ .d  

(3) contributicn of 4.7 i : i e ~  s r  rupee ,(*kt is, 9 cld 
pies  per rupeo) ehould be &:kid erroh by the tcjaahsr, 
;iana[;ement zuJ. the- ~:ovornr~ent .tmm-is i-mi=iknt fund 

- of - tF& t e ~ x . '  

If was $mvidod in the orizinr?;l sohene th3,t 9 genor~d l i s t  of qudiffcL: 

for the aigoink:ent in ~rivate s e b o n d ~ ~ y  schnols should br. ;~+ ; .n i . .~  . . 

~ M e h  &hagem we= to esleot qndid~!tea for qq:ofnt;lent .5s 595 w h ~ n  



moancies arose. As som of the  mma&emnta did  not agree .to this 

3rovision it was . anendell in the revised scheme and the ranageraents were 

given their own ahoick in the ratter of seleation of duly q d L f i e d  

teachers f o r  the i r  ncbor~ l s .  Evmtho4;h r d s t  Glvlagers were reluctkt t o  
. . 

join the -E%hene, they had, to yield b e f o ~ '  the orgmised cgitatiom of 

teachers and the preaguro frola the t;mernnent. In the oourse of the 

next couple of ye'me, alnost the entire private secondary schools  oame 

under the private Secondary Schools Scbne. 

We had noticed ear l ie r  .tha.t h e  - with' the introduction of the 

dorspnleory EkiGatkon Schene in Travhnoore in 1946, the- d u d  ayst en of 
- .  

eduoztion at the niddle achcrol a d  secondary school steges, namely that 

of Mala;yrrlam schools (and Englieh schools - w a s  discontinued. The E ~ l i s h  

niddle sohools I d  levied fees at nuoh higher r d e e  (that is, at Rs.31- 
per nonth pupi 1 jn Farm I t o  111 and at AS. 2/25 in the pxepaxatbry 

class) than in the  I 4 X k y - d ~  riidclc eclmols (that is, at k0/50 ger 
+ 

.nonth pex With the ,abolition ,of the uual systen, the >reparatory 

claas- went- out of existence, m d  p r b a r y  eduaathn w a s  extended t o  -five 
, , 

yeme. After the 5 yeare, the course of study in the Wddle  Sohool wne 

f o r  three yeme ( f o - m  I t o  111) &d tkat in the Hi& Sahool f o r  another 

t h e  yeare (forria IV t o  VI). Feea were levied in all the aiddle and 

high soh001 c l r s s ~ s  at the ertecs which prevai?ledtin the Ek@liih schools 

p i o r  t o  the introduotion of the new aahew. The Travaxmore-Goohin govern- 

belit abol+@hed fees fom 1 and 11 I 1954-55 and fern III in 1952-56, 

thug render& both prinary and nlddle school eduoktion fie. The aboli- 

t ion of fee7 in the high s c b o l  o l a a g e ~  started . in 196061 when fees 



were abolished in f o m  IY (by then desicnetsd stand*& V I I I ) . ~  W i t h  

the abolition of tuition f ~ e a  in stan~l~mis IX end X in 1969-70, the 

ent iro sohool educetion in Kerzl;?, u:~t o t h e  end ,of the secon..l~xy FI t;i::e, 

w ~ e  nsde totally free. 

A l d i k  in the develcpnent of -the oducationd eyetern hm been 

the intmdwation 'of the ICerc'la Education Bulee which waa introduoed i n  

the S t a t e  Aesenbly in 1959, dter obtaining tEie =sent of the P r e ~  ident 

cf M i a .  Simltnner~usly with the Eduatltion A c t  the then Ministry of 

Gave-ent (the first Cocxrunist Ministry hezdecl by ~ r i . ~ ' . ~ . ~ . ~ 0 o i b a o d L r i -  

pnd) also intruriuo~ct a co::i1;.rehensive a c t  on Lami Ref orr~e. These k o  

Acts enrdanged the vestee intesesta in the f ielde of i3ducathn ,and land 

o~nereh ig  and led  to the e15ergenct: of a ::.it;hty liboration etruggle which 
* 

f inal ly  ~ucceedzd in t k c o w h ~  out the Gomnznist Miniatry from power. 

The Wup.atiori L c t  was ;ri.lbme.' w i t h  Q view t o  sut Lw elid +a t h  G w t h  

of oorruption in the api?r,int~,ent ~f teachers, ahise-ion- of ah.c!ante ,and 

i ? ~ r , e ~ ~ e n t  of sahools in the  ,;rivate sectcx. It w i l l  be htereef ing to 

elr;u:.ine in aoclc deta i l  the w j o r  ~rovisione of the They included 

the fol lowbgt  

- the dovement nny regulate the ;?rFrmry mcl other  s t a ~ ~ s  
of education in govement and privi-,te sohools, 

- the govsrnslent nay constitute a Stata Ekluantian Ad+isory 
kd, 

- -era of private educatiotd ins t i ix t ions  should selld 
to govem;.:en+ lis t a  of a l l  school pxopertiee , 

, . 
yI.-ru - 

&/ ' h e '  cheq;e d the norienbloture fwn '&Q~B' an< ' f ~ c n '  to 'etmdndird' 
waa d c ' w i t h  effect from 1957-58,. follouihg the -£;nation c;f the 
&rda %ate, The nal;lem12ture of ' at&&dt hEid been in vcjgw .in 
ths .Ylalabar dis tr iot  . 



L a l l  fees oollected ehwdd be degosited' with the 
govexmmnt , 

- the g w e m ~ e n t  shall p& the salariee of all  tsgchers in 
, aided scboole direot or through the headmetere af the 

eobole ,ooncerned , 
- the goverment w i l l  preeoribe We mpber. of ma-teaah*; . e~t&bl i~hmnf  .aided schools and ~ h e b  a a b r y  w i l l .  be 

paid by ehe government, 

- the pperment ray pay mainten- @+It to 'the -er 
, at preecribed ratee, 

- the govermient nay make grmte-ln-aid. for the ijurchmse, 
iuprovehent and repaka of orry land h i . l d W .  or aqui;aent . 

. of an aided school, ' 

- the h b l i a  Service Codes ion-  &dl  elect d a t e e  for 
appo'bbent as teachers in gover~went And -aided echool~~ 
(seat~on 1 1'). 

- thd  &nd.itions ~ b f  serjice relzthg t o  a d e e  of peg appli- 
wble to teachers of 'gouerment aahocQs shdl apNy f o  
all eachers of- aided schoola, 

- & teacher of an aided school shall be, disnfeeed remved 
m, reduosd in rrak ox suspended by '.the Manager with~ut  
the prsvious amation of the off icer  auehoriaed by the 

.. . . g o v e m n t  in this behalf, 

-.. the- eovernn&t :-lay take over or anq- the m e n e n t  
---of private aohool on %sons of n t m e n e n t ,  or k 
publio Meres t ,  on p-nt of rent , ,  or,papent . of UOD- 

pensat ion, 

- the  rules.ahal1 not apIs;$y t o  hiacrity eohools; aPd no 
properrt;~ of eahools eo~ubxd by government w h i o h  
ie ueed for religiom m o s e e ,  : 

.- the Bwement may tqppo,ht l o u d  education autharitie~ 
who w i l l  ( 1 ) neasai f he eduoational .p,eds of t h e  l oon1  
area, 'prepme sohems for 'educational dwelopen* md. 
subnit then to governnrnt, (2) sugqrviee tk hpl-ntt- 

'ation of - fhe echew, , of r+on+ay feed* of oh001 ' ok&; 
:$ma 'a* (3) .pronot& ~ n f e r & & ~ ; ~  exhibitiob. a' other 
.r;iatt& dwZ-t&d. 'to "&ate  B J ! ~ ~ J  .&. p b y i e .  , .& . 
interest izl, education,' ' 



- the ~ovemclsnt e h c l l  ap,wint t o r  elloh arec of ocnpul- 
aioa cu my prticm of the area af cornpuleion, P, L o d  
I2kaca??on Cornzittee, vhoee duties uou.ld be t o  ~.plement 
th pmvisiom of the Act im regard to atteadance of 
eohcole .and to e n d m  t ha t  the el~rlowient, Ff my; of, 
childrsn Aces not interfere with their attcrdance in 
aohoole, 

- in ev- area of cotpuleion, tk guardinn of every oh i ld  
ahdl  c w c  suoh ohild at attend er sahbol  and OW w 
ahi3d hao been ao w , ~ e d  the ohLld a h d J  bo oor~pjlled to . 

cmpleta the N l  course of m y  d w t i o n  or th 
ahfld shall be eonpelled to atbad w h o 1  till it w&ms 
the ye of fourteen, 

- in w e  of fallure, tb parent of the cfsL1.d eball ba 
p a t a b d ,  

- it &all be the duty of the &2veratant to nee 
nooaday m a l e ,  olothing, b o o b ,  abd vri tLng ma~rielp 
pl~.e pmvidcd f c r  y u p i h  free of nost. 

Caneequent on the agit~.t ions w e d  q@.wt tbe Aat a d  t b  fall 

of tkm Nlnistry that it lcrd to, Sect Lon IrT of the origFnal Aot mu 

-lad& h 1960 t o  rend ., , ,..,.,nothing fm tbe mid Section I? or 

An*- && ; jSY,,....,..nhnll aoae into operatioa ar 

a h d l  be deemed to have ooi* into operat ion tmt'il the f irat d a y  of 

J-9 1 9 6 1 ' ~ ~  Again tke lolloklrg section xa. submtitutud.for the 

migird metion T f  regard* tho appointmnt of bAab6ra in sidad 

aahooln.*. , , . tea-re of aided a a h w l s  e N l  be appointed >y the 
I 

muqgum of auuh &ols fm =oh perem w h o  pseeua .th qaalifioatiam 

~8miL?Bd.. . . . ," S e o t h n  12 rs@ i q  the corditions aP semibe d .  



aided ~chool teaohere w , ~  d e o  p m t i a l l y  enended and 1t w m  lalR c!c- -:,. 

that the m w e r  $8 empowered to euspend teaahera f c r  ? :,crt .. -?,- . 

. . 
pariod~not.exeeading~l5 days.& 'I?& the right to nnke F_~)W~Z~:IE:-~ . 

teaoheys, which was a, eouroe of  donation^ ' or an c2pn.rtn.?:!,:,~ Cr-. ;i: ' . . fl -. 
r .  

'own mnt,  for a large najoxity of private -.,y~cn".; -:ri: : - C S ~ ! : ~ ~ : - . . ~  .. 

I . .At the' tine of the f orna$ion of the Kerda s+ac;e -kr 'i356, i: -.::A 

dispa,ritiea exieted fn the levele of eduoationel dev;,Lc?:.~..t . : " .: :-., - . - .' 

' . I  ,, 'Pravancore-Cochin region a d  the Malab& regioq, the -. .. I. . I n  g?! ; ;, . 
1 

. - -  behind, at all the e t e e s ,  particubrly in e c h o ~ ~  ~<.:.xi., . I .  :I. .. i-. - . -  

. ,.:'#, , . ianal eurvey aoslducted by the llep-ent of Education . ,  . > ,  - - . A v ( - + -  

. . 
8 . 1  - 

$&$$ an tkie relative pa i t i on  of -iha dUf  erent reg: ;"-' 

8 6 

In a 'passing ref ereme to the' progr&e 'oi ampits,? ci .  ec'l.1. ;.A r. :: : . .: ; i 

Report rentioned that there exieted in. 1957-58, 10:s C;:~YL' :--:I; - - .  : 

. . 
aohools the !I!rav&ore-Gd&in r ~ g i ~ n  a i d  "/I j cron?~ I :,~t,- pk,.j. t b - -  , - , 

in Mabar. ' The aonpulsory eduktion s c b  waa net cx~r~td 'ed .' . t Y  . 
. , 

farmer =#$on' s h o e  1952 Elnd in .the forner rgg,ion,etrxdc? .:.: . .  

of tbe aunber 'of achools %he prhe~y,  e d d l  2nd :*?cci /l.-..i:f :.!.,. -::.. 

Malabar w a e  not behind the rest of the regfop; howerdr .'? -;.z::L of 

er irohnt  It definitely wae. A auomary Table whidh g l - ; ? ~  ::>;i7. L::,,, 

t h ~  b e  atwee of soh001 education in the. two regfis~s :>, -12s-I:  r' : . .  



- - L - - - - - - - - *  :iz-e >-==r-- ,-&TJi----- 
Lower Pzir.l.ry . , - ' { ~ i d d - l e j  - ( ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ; j  Region -. . - - - -  .*- -.-.L-.-- 

Boys G i r l s  T o t n l  -xys G i r l s  Total. 13~;s qGrs .TiU'--' 
I .>t 7 . i  

Tr~vancore-- 
Cochin 

(for calculation of the p r c e n t ~ o ,  ,1951 Census ~wgdc%.icin k*n 5cek 
' taken) 

The f i w e g  :.au;zgest the f o3lowing obsorv:~tions: 

(a) the enrolment ratio at the lower ~r&nr .y  n t ~ ~ e  in Pdabsr 
accounted for  only ?bout two-thirds of that in R~vcnooSk- 
Cochin region; 

(b) the e,nrolment -of t;irls ?t thc loiqer 9ximculy st- wzs h i ~ h  
in the both the regions, but it was higher. in the Psavxncnx-C%it. 
kegion. In Mnlabm g h l e  forded ebout 80 .pr cerit ~f , the  , 

boys ; while the corresj.tondiw ;=r=portion in Tr~~v~ncors-Cod-An 
w a s  neaxly 90 p r  pent; 

- ( c )  the ~g idd lg  ec'hocl stqe in Makbzr w ~ z a  dmst 2 8  developed 
ae t h t  in 'rravmcort? -CocU, :tho only a ignif icmt a iff ese::ci 
-between then being tho r a t i o .  llf enrolment of g i r l s ,  which :r.C-.> 

. mch lower in the forncrj 

(d) t h e  devel'opent cif ,the high school etr-..ge oi educr%tion in 
MalaS~x reC-aimed ' f z c  behind . that in Travmoore Cock,in, Sc+i; 
in t e r m  of t he  e & o h n t  of boys and girls. T!lo o n r o l ~ e n t  
of &la fo-d o n l y  t w o - t W s  of that of 'tars even in the 

' nore ,.dv&ced ' resion of Trerencore-Cochin. 

The educat i o n d  beokwarclnoss of Yilabar w a s .  a com~on theue of * t6e , 

debntoe in the L e g i d a t  ivc .4dse!-ibly, g;loLi=y s t a t e ~ e n t  of, ,~inisters. aud 

t h e  gbrrr20&tnda , i iwhbcry - ol' ; lo l i t i . cd  $arkfen f o r  severd y*a;rs since the 



formation of the Kerala.State .in 1556. S s s c i ~ l  c t t en t ian  hzzs been 

devoted by the b v e r m i n t  t~ t ~ e  n:zr.~;:ing down of zduczticpal d i s -  
. ,  . 

parities ~ o r y :  the ~ i j A 0 n 8  LUX* * .  t l i ~  i;.;r~% quarter of a ceatury F& 
. . 

auob of the gap k?!s in fact been reduced. The gr3wt.C in enrolr:;;ent is 

refleoted Fn the ?ro;$oktioh of the 2oyjulztion e k o l l e d  in tka t ,vb 

regio&i, see Teble 3.4. 

Table 3.4 

Einroluest at the' lower Prkwv.  U3per P r h a ~  m.2 S e c o j ~ d a r ~  
Stages of Soh001 Educ~tion.  1979-s0 

------ - - - ~  
Percentege of h 9 L m n t  t o  tctrl :o;xTaticn in 

-L --, 
keg ion Zower Priuzry Uy;per P r j r . ~ v y  Seccrdz-ry 

( f a r  o a l c u l a t  ion of the  yrt3rcontage e , , ?cl)alnt ion t &en f r o z  
1981 Census). 

The difference between the gercentage s h Tx~vmcsre-Cochin ~rul 

Y d a b a r ,  with Malabar ehcwing -hex f i p r e ,  ~xy ~;~ ; ,9 ren t ly  be surl;:isfr.;. . 
- 

It iaecns thnt tho difference is d u ~  t o  t he  lower ~ r c o n t a , a  in t o t a l  

p o p l a t i o n  of  ohildren in the school-goiq age in the f orner .rc;;ior, dus 

tc ~ J - E  mxe intensive effect experiezioed due to  f d &  l i i . \ i t~ , t ionb  2:s 

we s h d l  ahow pesently,  the  e'nrolnent ia elms I ,in the ehtire st:?.tC of 

Kerde hae 1~~1Einsd  stn&%mt, if not  slightly f d l i n g ,  sin&? 972-73- 

ficwever, aa between the b o  regions,  a d&ffcronce is observed. While h 



the Mabar the rmnber has beeri flightly. increasing, there hPs becn 

a frill. in th 'T;.o;ianc,~xe-c;Ochin . . ~e&sp., , the lower percentsl-ge 

share at, the. lower .pinary level. for %opwoors-Cochin yeadoes.-not ' 

neceeaduy indicate a- lower emohent rat io .  

However, if ire ooLlpare the peroentagd' of emolment ~ at- t he  Upper 
. . 

pr- add tL ~sDonci& st~.gea to snko-ent at the primary .stage*, we 

find that Malabe  ie even todw bebind Travancore-kchin ae is sham 

in Table 3.5. 

Table 3.5 

e Enro1,pent at the U p e r  frin=iru and Seaondwv SC~nefl to b o u e n t  
S t u e .  1979-80 ' a5 the Lower PrLrPRgy 

LU- - - 
* .. . . ,. - 

&heit i,t , the  uTPi-ki- w o b e n t  C-i the i e a o v  
i ~ a r , v s t w p  IZP ,ner,cent of echo01 a t a g e a a  per'oent-' 

Region Enrolnent at .the lower - of enrclment at  the lower : 
F-Y s t ~ c  p r i m r y  atage . . 

-The earohen$ of g i r l s  ~ L L B  nhoe$ caught 'up w$th that bpya and it 

-fojcned J n  1982-83 48.8 pcx cent st the lower p r h a y ,  48.1 per cent in 

the Uflper griwary aod'48.9 per cent zt tbe secondary dagee to t o t a l  e m l -  

ment. The sane high per aentages are observed at the various stages of 

ool leghte  ' education es d l ,  ae &y be ;seen from Table 3.6. 



T&ie ,3.6 

k o h e n t  b Selected B i s o i % l h e e  at tht: U z l  S t m a  of 
Edua~tion In Kerda. 1 9 8 3  - 

-. -- .--C 

Category of , God. Private 
, ----.---LC- , , 

Total  ---- 
oollegee 

B o p  G i r l s  Boye Girls BV G i r l  e 

Law'  sd!Llegea 986 190 341 .74 1,327 264 

(~cononic Review, 1902, OD. oi't .) , 

We iqdicated emliez about the norm-st:~gn-tion or smcll dealine in 

.~tard&'l  in the state d u r w  the, paat ten yeme 6ue to t he  f.dl in the 

w b e r  of children reaching the aoh~ol-~oi& age eaoh year. The data on . .  - 
snrobent ln olma 1, by distriots - f o r  a few year8 since 1972-73 is ahown 

, , . , 



Ebmbent  in s t a n c k d  I by Districts, Kerala. 1972-73 t o  1979 - BQ 

(enrolment b thausand) 

iy72- 1933- 1974- 1915- 1976-1977- 1979- 
Region D i a t r i c t o  73 74 75 7 6  77 78 3 

'Pravmaore - Triv~mcku~ 63.9 59.5 I 61.2 6 .6  65.8 50.4 
Cochh Quilon 77.8 68.6. 69.0 69.4 69*6 71.7 64.0 

Allsy pey 59.6 57.0 55-6 53.7 52.8 '55.2 50.5 
~ b t  t wan 86.6 45.8 44.9 45.7 40.9 

2 W.3 20.9 23.9 21.7 
Ernakulz-i  65.6 6 .  65.3 64,.5 57.0 

Total  275.3 257.0 270.4 265.0 285.C 292.2 296.3 

I .  

(kverment of Keraln, S tput i s t i=  f o r  P l W  1980, S t z t e  Plmning 2-:rr-1 
I)riv&dru,. 1980). ' . . 

lifter ,1979-80, the  d e d w  trend in t o t a l  enrolnent in Stmdzrd I  ha^ c i )n t ln ik~?;  

for instance in 1969-81, it was 626.0 tbonsand, in 1581-82, 644.9 tkousand in 
* ' .  , 

1902-83, 626.0 thous&. .The 7 972-73- has b&n %&en zr; the f i r e t  ye,& In the 

Table since it wc,a In' tht year +kt the govement  of Kerala f o l l c w e d "  r_'pcPicy 



of wholesale pronotion of >u?.ils every y - e ~ x  froa atandad 1 t o  s t c . n l * a d  

II. Thfs poliay was followed in the ethc-r stmdnxcia of tho school systo-- 

aleo with nn allowanoe of a60ut 10 per cent* of the strength in a atnn~.hxd 

aa the naxicruu proportion of pupize w h o  may be denied gronotion to the 

next higher standard. 

The enrolmnt  for the years fron 1,972973 ' onwrird~ theref ore r i  be 

t&n $9 oaloule,t'e *t&hrop out mtes ,  . , since grede re?etition %tea m e  

negligible.   he following Table shows the.- out i'5& calculated on 
.. . . 

the basis sf.- the. pm@?e% over the suaceeding pae of a gzde-cohqrf ir, 

stanrlnrd 'I_ in 7 972-73. 

mr~a 'of c i  dohort in stand'aml I in 1 972 - 7.3 dur in,: the Succeedinq 
w s ,  Kernla 

' Nc. of Rate of drop 

Yupila fir32 mf;e 
out frca each 

(thuuac^A) (thous- olaoo (per 

and 
oent ) 

. - -- - - - - 

(* Enrohlent f igurcs m e  m on .the 4ixth iork* day &h schol year. Sin::.-> 
adnissiomh~a,.~?;de~~in '8tnndrrd I durint:! ci,idiyexr, within. *he 15' worklng d;;ys 
nfter the Poo ja (llama) holid;hys, the epro-bent in standad I at tk enk! CIZ 
the year would be higher-than that at the beginnhg of the year. t:tu%s ?.xe 
n6t available on the emlment on t h e  a l o a a  date. The ceuaees of enrull:.e:lt- 
in s t a u d d  11 over that izl athndEisd T showh $n t h ~  Table is due- tc; thc ;.:u- 
y e a  idrrlssi;~n in e t a n # M -  I. Fron these f igurga It is not ?oss fb l s  to f i n e  
out the number of b o p  outs froc etcyld~&d I, Thk rate of drop out frola .et:rl?c!?rci 
I i~ therefore not shown in the  Table. For o d o u l n t i o n  of the drop out r&s, * *lass I1 to M tbe demr;inrrtor i e  - teken fx be enrolnmt in the ' 
tespective el-,;) 



Prou tile! n5uve figures (&la taking enrolwnt in standard I1 as the - 
denonbator) we f'ind t&t t'm t o t a l  outs in standard I t o  111 cone 

t o  about 4 per cent. There is a heavier order of d rop  out after oorlglet- 

in& fcur ye** df ~oho?liiig, and c n l g  66.4 -cent rezch s tandad  V I  from 
s t a n d a d  V mc! '$I: t.ne,drci: cut. rstoe .we again low. Again at .the trmtai- 

standard VIII) there oaours a heavy order of drop out, only about 69 per 

oent of the' o r i g h d .  enroben* reaching stand& V X I I ,  The magnitude 'of 

drop out, from standard V I I I  is low, but ' f ron the following, 9[ atmdarrd, 

R large number drop cut and only nbout 50 per cent of the original enrol- 

nent of 725.3 thousand enter etaridad X. A; e a l i o r  study made ebout the 

eduaat ion ' s g s t e ~ ~  in Kerala had shown th2t at the end of the 1960 'a out 

o f  100 p y i l e  e i t t e d  in atandad I, 19.2 per oent of the  boys and- 

10.8 per aent of f i e  g i r l a  dropped out bafore ~ o n p l e t i n g  atarid& IV and 

45.9 per oent. of. the boy8 and ,4B.4 of the g$rls dropped out before 

oanpleting st ;u ld~zd  V I I . ~  Tee drop out ratea in the first thGee yearm 

do not seerrc .have come down $erceptibly since t h ;  hawever, the drap out 

,rate8 including the niddle ~ c h o o l  standard of V and VI have,fdlen bwi- 
' 1 1  

f i ~ m t l y  fram the levels  existed during. the late 1960 ' 8 .  Aa against 

m o r e  than 40 per c'ent- during the late 19t;Ots, figwee furnished in 

Table 3.8 show that t h e  rate ia not more than 11 per cent. 

As a reeult of the r2pi.d ex~ansion of the education smtsrn, coabined , 

with the l ibera l  pol.icies of pant ' ing freeshipa, aohol,m&ips and hlnp e m  

P..B.Gopinathan Nair, Primcam Elduoation. Pomlat iom Growth & Soa i r r  
Econocilc Chance, A l l i e d  Publishers Trlvate Ltd, NeG P e M ,  1981, p.97. 



grants to the baa%& sections of the population, the educztional die- 

parities z .0~  c6mwities kzve oonsiderably declined. 6iuilarl.y the 

i n t e rd i e t r i o t  d i f  f erencee k v e  also  be en narrowing down quite rzpidly 

in the  past few deoades. The enthusieetic response t o  the growing edu- 

oationzal f ccSlities received from the weaker sections of the eooiety nust 

alao have been due to the in;;ler:entation of progressive heasureb whioh 

tended to reduce the deprivation of such commznitiee, mch as the land 

refoms, However, the re la t ive  oontribu,tiona nade by the forces of demand 

for and t& supply of educational faci l i t ies  in Kerala o m n o t  be estinated 

due' t c  want of the required infornation. 

There h m  been in general a,tendsncy:in both the oducathaally back- 

w ~ x d  and the educationally Rdvmcud districts aot only t q  reduce the i r  

varistions fro2 the all-Kerala. average rates of, l i t eracy ,  but also  literacy 

ratee of men d women' taken seprucately. 

The difference in' the literacy rates aa between nzles and f e c d e e  

hes oone down signifioantly due to the higher order of &owth of litermy 
L 

anong f e d e s .  Tzble j. 9 shows the rates of literecr among nales . end 

fenales and the inter-sex difference in the , . rates f o r  the yeara 1971 and 

1981 as w a l l  as the growth (in percentage pointe) during the decde  1971 



---# - -.I---.--.- 

- 79'71 - -m 
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, . Crowtl. cf 
, . 

A ~ i t e r h c y  D i f  f exsnce Literaoy Difference l i teyacy.  
,.r.?.te (l.?/l- 

State/Di-striot. rate h' l i t e r s k y  sate , in l i tarccy'  wl 
-.--- rate between --- rzte between j e  E3le Fe- the sexes Male Fomle t h e  oext:u . - , -  

Source : Cem8 of India. Series -10. Kerala, P a x r  3 of 1381, F i m l  
Poy-niLation T*bles, p.36, 

We f incl f r m  .the Table th~t  t h e  difference i n  thc l i t e r w y  r~tee ht-tw~c::n 

r ~ l e s  ,ad  f e r d e s  ie h1::her .mang the hf a t o r i c , l l y  riore b+cb:zx'. districte i f  

. YiJab~x th-n in 'l?r~v.tncoro-Coohin. In ~ b s o l u t e  ter~-la, e.g;~in, t l ' l~;  1 . i t e r ~ o y  r r t ~  :; 

ore h l a e r ,  ;;.twtiault.cl.y ,con& crDr:ren, in the latter region. N o t  cnly tks inte:~ 

sex difference but ~ l s o  the rurc,l-urb,m difference in litcrccy rates h:zs oo;-:e 

dcwn eklar;)ly; the difference 2t the etr,to levcl be*<. only 7 prccntage ydinta. 



Pdwever. the  differences exe lik:h~r f 3 ~  aor:e of the sc?uc?+tich??lly rlore '. . 

backw&rd, regions, see Table 3.10. 

I)istriGt.-wisc & r ~ ,  - Urban L i t e r ao .~  !-.tee a r d a *  1981 
- .  

I --- .--ell--- --------------- 
Tot  a1 Mafea E'eydee 

State/bhtrict &el ~ r 5 X 7 J U ' T e r  ~ T r 3 Z T ~ r i , , 4 y r ~ 7 1  ~ x o - n T X r  
enoe dnce a c e  ---- ' ------ .Lllcl----LI-------Y.C. 

, , 

(&new of .Tndi?., S O T ~ ~ B  10, .<eritla-.,-F~xx ,?i c ~ f  19f31), >.36.- 

Except in W y n a - d  jistrict which ii entirely n m ~ l  area, m d  in 

~ d a p y u ~ m  distriot iq whiah the l i teracy rates .of both the eexea ilxv.vd risi n .- 
st cah~parable EZ~C'E?, t'ne dif3eronce between t he  lvr& ;a~. 28 i?-rlii t h ~  1~'b.rn 

exens in l itemxy r?.t,tas is in gjmer:~l hi;:hcr fn .the !iM8?,ba r e ~ i n n .  'Z'bcrc 

is in t h e  Trav~mare Coohin n g i m  n d i s t r i o t  in which. leva18 of l i t z ~ ~ . c g  

m-e ~ ~ h t ? ~ ,  thcqu,yh orily ::::rgiri-.~.y, in tho rusd are.- t h z ~  in tb-c ut.bm 

xm.2~, Q p b n o ~ n o h  mhc~xi i  uf mywlwre e l ~ e  in the country: This is 

&other indication of the ccvorage +Jh::,t the eduoatiow.l eystew-& throu&au-k 



the e n t h e  area of the s t a t e  anc the l i t t l e  difference that exists 
demand 

betwoen the twc; areaw in tern-s of the p o p u l m ~ f o r  PA utilisation of 

A p a t  from the differencea. in l i t e racy  rakes as between rnen 

ilnd wcraen, between rural znd urban mesa ,and between the TiZzlabm and 

t he  Trzvancore-Cochin regiono, anothgr kind of 'difference is that whi*h 

exi~l ts  aiaong the  d s e r e n t  osates and c o ~ t i e s ,  These differences 

have z l s o  been fast dec l lnhg .  For an e m q l e  we shall obeerve the 

Literecy rates a!on.g tha ' Scheduled Cnste~i  and Scheduled Tribee ; see 

Table 3.11. 

Table 3.  

L i t e r a c y  Retea awm the Yaheduled Caste8 d . - Scheduled 

Tribea by D i s t r i q h  .KtlBrdg,- 1981 

- 
General ,?n:::- , ' ; c l ~ d  u l ed  Csat ls  , Scheduled Tribes 

l a t  ion  
&le Fer~ale Difference Mjle Fendc. ' Differ- Male P U e '  D l f f -  

~tafe/District ( ~ e r c s n t a ~ e  ence erenae 
points) (~ercen- (pep 

t ~ e  cent- 
p h t a )  - a&= 

pg~nfs :  

, . '   emus of India. 1981, -Series 10, Kerda. Piper d. .o f  1981), p.19, 



Litosacy rates =dong aabeduledas te~ ,ire not f>x behind the generzl 

xatca, both for aen m1 YSCICB, but ia res-act of the echeduled tribes the 

poa i t i cn  is ~?uch worse; Fn the Trnvancore-Coohin region (except b i c h u r )  

the rates m e  meh bigher thin in the'M:labaz'rsgion. It is t o  be e q s c t e d  

that the scbdulsd o a s t ~ s  woulll bri&ce the gap between themselves md the 

&nerd papilatian is ,mather decade or. so; for the soheduled tribes to 

COLE up educatiomllg,  it my take a nuch longer t h e  a d  the promas 

itself ow be highly d i f f icu l t .  The relative sh:zro of the Scheduled Cmte~ 

and the Scheduled 'Pribes In total population m d  school e a r o h a t ,  for the 

yep2 199 1 , are shown in Table 3.12, 

Table 3 .I2 

-e 1 

Peroent~gi. of' SC Percentzge of SC and GT, 
Dfstrict and: ST pc?ul:'.tinn : 2 children enmled in s&ools 

t o - c d  po>ulation to t o t a l  schbol enrolnent -- -- 
S eC. S.2. S. C. S.T. 

. .- -. 
CI- -. . - 

- ,  

(cdo&iteg,. f.ron-,tL b ~ i i r p t  f i y r o a  . and , the population data of 
the 1y51 ~eneun). 



- . 
The repreaentattlap of the ~ch-au:ed 'tribes in however s t i l l  

lower than thb i r  akzes .in tot21 !-c;ul,ztion; 'further, t h c 3  ehves  

f d i  steesly zt the oollcci: , tg 1cvi:l. Tho ailrzes of' 41;1;h ~ a h i d u l e d  

oastes a d  Soheduled Tribes i>ro~ressivc.l,v deoline as one goes from the 

lower  to the higher stnfies ~f col legiate  eduoation, ns w i l l  be avic?ent 

f r on  Table 3.1 3. 

Proportion of Scheduled Caste and ~Ahedulect Tribe ~ h d e n t a  at 
each stage of Collegiate .Education, Xerall, -1 9 3 2  

Stage of. Mucetion , , Scheduled Caste' Sahedulod Tribc 
- e  

. . 
. - 

Fre -de p e e  

Degree 

POS t-grduate 

-- - 
0 .  

(~00nrni.c Review. 1982. Yere~ .  ~ $ ( ; t ~ ~ 1 a @ q  Ba.ar$, Trivmfh@, . I ge?) 

The present education. sy3te1.1 in K ~ r , x l a  which st.czted in z sndl  
. ,  . . '  

way &$out more th*n c century nNL .a- h l f  ago, ' h e  by now developed i n t o  
,, I .( . 

b -gigeniio ~ structufs with nsnrly 7000 lower prhary sohpols , 3000 u:-qar 

~ r i m a y  sah00-l~ , 2000 high schools, i:lore than 200 coll6$ea, an2 half' A 

dozen universitiee .. ' P C ~ C I ~ C  rs in lower primary eohools nuiber nea;cly' 

75 t h c u s ~ ~ u ,  in uy;ler. gri:nuy sohools nearly. 58 thousad  m.d Fa high 

~ c h a o l s  .mound 1 tboi~i&, In ccllegee, thero were , about 6.4 thousand 
x \ 

teachere in ' the  L r t s  and Scicnce C o 1 l ~ ; e . e ~  alone auring 1 978-79. Enrolr~cnt 



at the sclmol s t ? ?  rek-a5.S at 56 ld&s - of pupils.  Bnnujlly about 2 la!d1.s 

students pass the SSLC exxiination, h o b e n t  in Arts and Soience C o l l e ~ e s  

rmns into neq ly  .three lakhs. Professiond education at the collegiate 

level ,  &so has deve lo ;~d  ,very r ~ ~ i d l y  durlnl; the sast t h e e  decadea . 
At sll the st+i;es in School md cclleg-b* educat ion (except in 

the"cz.se of ~ r o f e s s i o m l  col leges) ,  the p i v ~ t e  scotor,.owns and manaces 

the ~qjd6itj'  of institutions, the entire cost of k i n g  .tk privcte 

e.dic~.tiond institutions baiw borne by tho t:overment (excluding a few 

unrecognised F;CLC unziided xecocised eahools.) See Table 3.14. 

' Private 
.Pe;.ccnta.;fe Dis t s ibu t  ion of i h a t  itut ionsr Teachers and Enrolnent 

L 

. - I -  I-- ----.-.-- 
Schools ilns t it;;,;:~~ Teechers Ehro h e n  t 
---------- - 

. 7.'- 

Schools 

Lower ? r b y  59.2 (1979-uo) 74-3 (1979-80) 57.2 (1981-82) 

R i g h  Schools 64.5 '(' " ) 62.6( 61.1 ( " .) 

(-1.  Statistics f o r  PI,-. 1980, State ~ l r t n n i - ~  Board, 
2. Bconmic Review 1992, Kerala, State  Plnnning B O ~ ) ,  

The expenditure on eduo~..tion rrade by the  coverni~ent  ha8 croesed a l l  rcticw.1 

l b i t s ;  See T a l e  3.15 f o r  growth in expenditure on education. yortunztely 

there ha8 been a st-tion in the rm~ber of ehildren joining tho first 

year of school. The gove=.?ent could have used this period of' rea?ftu in 

h : ?f e n r o h e n t  t o  cry s hi .lt t o  the r i l t i p l i c a t i o n  of institutions 

zt the. lower $kiczy level and devoted'riore attention to the qualitative 



hnprovemnt of the e d u c ~ t i o n  system. This how~ver was not .Co l>e. The 

epree of o p e n q  hundreds of sohools and Bcoree of colleges and raising 

the k t ~ e s  of arPd cd+~s of study h oollegee, runs W r i d l e d ,  Most 

of the institutions sanctioned to be opened Wprppen to be in the pivats  

seotor, The hold of tho private seotor in t@e runagenent af the edwaa- 

t ional  r n t e h  of the, State has beaone $1 too powerfU. There w ~ a  a 

time wlym the rukers of ~avanoore had in niod the idea'. of elioinating tba 
pirvate sector at le-t f r o m  the f i e ld  of p i a e r y  ed-tion and Utiatad 

polioiea t o w d s  the fulfilment of auoh an idea, It ii likely that U 

the iregent trend oontixuee several 'governnental i n s t i t u t h n e  may be 

wiped out f& erietenoe by the private aeotor, particulerly since -it i; 

allcg*dly the nore 'off ieient ' . 



, ~ s b ? e  3 ,15  
'Expenditure on Sdu~ation. Kerala, 1961-62 tij 1982-81 

-- - 

Gcvt . Expeqditure on G o d .  menditure Fapenditure on Govt . expenditure per 
'On School Eduoat ion on &cation Mucat ion ?ex , . at the 

Yecm (a) (RS, crores) (RS, crores) . a it& Pr-y Seoonc@ry 
f k )  stage stage 

(b* 1 Ch 

-- .- -.-- --..- . - - -  -----------.-.- . .  - I .  - .. - - . 
-1 - 

ki = Not kvai ld le  I@ = Revised Bstimates Bi.: -= & ; ( ! g a t  ~ a t & t e s  

SGiJrce: Gcvt. ------ c f - Ksrdiz, Econouic Beview, i9821 (state Flarmuy B o d ,  Trivandm, 1 9 8 3 ) y  P.220- 



C:>134 :P-:- , ~ ~ l i t v  ;& Med im of Educations Soce -- 
Out~cnt  Gablena 

In this chapter, we ~2:y ivke a f e w  observstions about the conditions 

of the d u o a t i ~ n z l  sector Fn i(e;.nlw in &ma of the content, quality and 

nedlun of ihstmction. There exista a widea;aezd bel ie f  axion4; education&- 

lists ,and aocicd reforn agencies in this state .tht the oducaticnal scotor 

i a  at wesank f ;lo* s severe a r i s i  s of confidence, In generid, the edu- 

cation aystec; 3;n Kerala, tvs ~ c - r k y s  in noat other S t a t e s  of India, euffcra 

fron serioua shortao!:~inaa euch $s the following: the purely l i f e r a y  and 

gonerd d m n o t b r  of the entQe sohool  education md nost of collegi~.ke 
I 

eduoation, t .B introduction of English ae the mdim of instruction fit 

all e t e ~ e e  of sohcol education through the o p r d r q  of recogniaed, but 
, 

unaided, &&iat; L ~ C ~ ~ U L  ~ C ~ I G C ~ S ,  y i i i ~ f i  irrv~xiably oater t o  the el i t ist  

aeotiom of jocietg, the pclicy of :. le $ovesru>ent being followed in recent 
,..- 

y e y e  of d i sccu rag in~  tho o$enf& of govern-xnt sohcrols and enaouragiw 

the opening of j x i v ~ t a  sohools, and the reintroducticn of the policy of 

detention of pupil5 in eqch yepx of the school by f z & l i n g  then in mmal 

exatrtnatiom F , V O W ~ ~ ~ Y .  t o  ?rOr.o.le the performuroe l e v s l  of students. A$ 

a t h e  when the ~overrnent  is short of funds f o r  f h m o h g  sc tu~r~t ion  p a d  

the .educatior syste~r h.23 olrcedy &cone top heavy, the st?,tc i e  eng~azect 

In the q e n i x p  of new c o l l e g t ? ~  t o  teach isenera1 aubjecta ,md in t he  ope-, 

of new Wvers i t i ee .  

The ?us s t ion  of ths genedised  cvui literary c h a o t e r  of school " 

and n lnrs p r o p h i o n  of ccl lagiate  eduoation had sttzacted the. a t ten t ion  



of the educatiorvilisf s pad solioy n h r e  in t i e  ::.wt of the country 

right frm the eclrly decades of the eesent  :century. 'Phe pobler; of 

educated wngloyuent had become serioue already bp 1931, 9h6 Travanoore 

E o o n ~ o L  Depression Enquiry ~cki&ttee remarked that with r e y v d  t o  ' 

-eduoeted uneaploplent, "not. only is it very a-cute, but It ie . pare 

mute fbm in the ?rovbces of BxLtish -la in which the poblen hP.e 

been irnristigatedw. However, it was also held thct nEduoation in i t a s l f  

is not responsible $or unenplopent. There m a 1ari:e nuz~ber of bneic 

conditions 'not direat ly  c o h c t e d  -with eduont i o n  which ?se responsible f o r  

uneqloybent. The ~ b f l i t y  of ,the oountry suitably ,and >rofltnbly t o  

absorb 'its educated ,r;en and konen in to  the o r w i s e d  p o f  sgsiom , innue- 
. . 

trial and &&ultural l ~ f e  of the country, nt2tunlly det;ehds riainly . 

on fh ecomdc conditions p e v a l l a  in thc countryen The belief 

.-mS6 to heve been that when econoaic conditions i~l>r3wd, t h  edmatec! 

unem>loyed would be readily absorbed into ec;::loyr:ent, . The , question of 

training wad, hot . considered a seri~us hand ic~.:. The ragnitude of uneq:lcay- 

men* ih the State ha8 been ria& ..quite r z ~ i d l y  in the past eeveral doc8des. 

According t o  the latest fi-e avnYlsble cf the registrmte with the 

&ploynent &6han&es of Iiexalp-, aore tba 22 l&s' &c urieu1;loyed of whs: 

~ i o r o  than 50 ysr  cent ,?o.ssese qual i f icat ions  o f  i.;etriculstion and 8ii2~6.. 

Kerala b not st takon up the quedion of or ient ing its hi@2 stk:.s~ 

of educ~~tion to euit the man~wer'requirenents of the  ecgnouy of the atate. 
. . 

A disturbin6 yhenonenon'of tb recent years in kra l a  )PA .been .the 

grow&- of. Brqlish ~ l e d i w  sohool s . ' 4 ~  govarment g5ves i,em&ssion t o  .zivc+k 
.' . 

. . _ -  I . . . 
qZ/ .T.K.Velu Pi11al; Tmv&ore State PrlanuzJ.. op.cit. V b l .  11, p.63 '' 

- . 



agencizs to ojEn such scbols -m! rcrn thc;.; 5s u-~l:!ed sch8>als ,  Enori11ous 

m,~m-t;s mi; bsin;: c o l l c c t s d  fro;:: j\~a-er;ts of ?u?ils abb~it%f2d to;such sch::ols 

by way of 'dom.tionst (which ,226 05 course enforced), co1:ccted fdr 

purpose a of cc;nstructing schaol builCinkjs z ~ d  i!.:prcving the f sailit ie s 

in schools such ss furniture, l i b r e y ,  ln_'vorat2ry, stc.  sides, tbcsc- 

schools lsvy prohibitive r z t se  of fees LIE well. 0bviously e u c ~ s o b o l e  

c ~ t e r  to the  education of the bctte?!-off seof icas c;f smzcie ty only. In 

1979-80, there  existed 55 hwer ;~xi iny,  26 uj;;.;er pririziry an2 57 high 

schsols under this unzided, but unreoogniscd cate~pry. In Adition, there 

were a 1c;r~e rmr~bsr of o t h r ~ r  unaided, w e c o ~ p f s e d  s c h ~ o l s ,  awaitin[: 

r ~ a o ~ p i t i c n ,  The growth of such elitist schools, has lcd t o  the existence 

of a dual systc:.! of educatic-n - one which is gen~rnlly accessible t o  a l l  

acotic\,ns c.f tho $opulc?ti.m and in which instruction is caxriusl  out in the -. 

PInlwalam ~odiu; ,  2nd the  other, accesaible t o  only a ck ice  section of the 

pcpla t ion  ~ n d  in which ina t ruc t iun  i s  L!:& in thc bwlish Lnn,q,'i.~e. In 

the lctter category of schoola, education is ccnsiderbd to bc r;cire 

'ef ficicntl am1 the 7upils in then &.ve i n  p,ent:ral an u d ~ e  over the others 

gar t icular ly  when it coixs to ccl lc+~i :~t i .  cducation, later entry into 

jobs. Thls-pclicy of su;72ortinc the Xnglish rllc.diuL, unzided schools. runs 

counter to a11 the d?clcu7cd policy ob j c c t  ivcs  of the  stat^ :?nd the ccuntry 

as a whole. 

Kexaln h?e r~ i tnesscd  during tkra currcnt y c ? ~  thr. ,.r&xm~a.~cnt by t he  

.. 
a yecx ago an2 p.mting yerr:ission to the grivate n?ae~erwnts to o p n  

:.lore t h ~ a  t w o  huntired sohcols, T h i s  :jc;licy, t o  -the extent it reflects 

the  think*, of the govern ~ e n t ,  i s  s retrogrzde s t ep  since t h e  ,sbjective 



t h a t  it was suj:l:~occ'.ly Pcll:n;ir; , ,  it:: tk-s ;.:.ret has been  that of etrength- 

enin6 the c)vsrn?ent sdctcr in the field of &ortion. This stand taken 

by the pvi::rr;z,lenl is ; ;a t icular ly  disturbing since it is well known 

that f o r  appcintrient s ~3ad.e in prive.te schools and colleges,  sost  iiaEge- 

nents receive 'cion~tion~1' which nin ,into severd thousmGs of rupes  

in each case. 

As we had noticed earSii.r, the educstion deprkr,!ent of Kerala hza 

been f d l l o w i ~ ~ g  e. ~olicy a f  prcrriotinl;: almobt all the pqLLe j n - e w h  , . 

at,mdird t o  the next higher standard frcn the year 1972-73 onwazds. This  

solicy ha. led to the optling t o  the final y e a  (X standi.rd) of the echo61 

systeo l a c e  ~ b i : r s  cf pupils w h o  do not gossesa the eduontfonal atGdard 

expeoted of thea. The remlt has been the failure of the majority of pupils  

appear* for the SSLC exa~ination. It has been reported in the pres s  t h a t  
. - 

the mtual pess percent of ;:upils who ap>eared in the SSLC examination 

in March 1393 wae less tbs 10, that even with li3eral 'rmdemtiont it 

was not  p s s i b l e  to r ~ i s e  the 2ercentzge of ?ass to even cs nuah ze  - JO 'per 

&eat. As e reaedy tc this cass failure st the  end of  tho s h o l  sr.ysten, 

the govcrment is currently thinking of reintroduciq the pol ioy  cf failing 

students in ezah earl ier  s t a h d d ,  a l l o w b e  only the raa l ly  'deeemring* t o  

get prouoted, If a d e o i s i o n - i s  m d e  aictng th is  l ine,  i t  io again. se t t i ig  

the dock b ? ~ k .  One  would kV;e excepted the gove-en* tc? int~oduoee, 

inste:d, ar$angerient~ t o  tone up the  teaching in dsah stmdird and tc 

for  special encouragerknt to the educationally baokw,d among the 
. .. 

pup i1 a. 



,In oxxiex to improve the quality o f  education in sohoolo, a oar@W-,. 

:&naive revision 'of ~ y l l s b i  w a e  intkoduced in 1977-70 which  led ,to the 

enornous m h  af ttie - 1 e c m i r q  load of pupi le  at all l eve ls  of ~chool  

:.edua+tion, pxcticularly at the lowor levels. There e r i o t e  a general 

.ognpla;;t @et them new syllabi mow pupile, p m n t a  nnd teeehere. 

-While teeahers f M it d i f f i o u l t  to' tewh Ad thdo~qleta the e y l l n b  withla 

:'the, prarroribed tine, the studenta f h d  their 3bad unbearable. The psrenta 

, have tc- s p d -  sleepleke nights with their varde in helping b s  with the& 

horns work. The heBy& kr tuning the pq i l a  i d o  a oheerlem lot whom 
. . ,  

f a d t i e s  get atuisfed by the e m m o ~ - w o r k  .of kggbg up. 'Fortunately 

.the , ,  ,6uwezlnuent , has- decided t h i ~  y e a  to redwe the work laad by -la h+; 
' . .  
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