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■ he initiative on Population and Poverty Studies at the University 
of Natal commenced in August, 1997. The initiative is a 
programme of teaching, research and training in population 

dynamics within the context of development studies. The University’s 
vision is to become a Southern African ‘centre of excellence' for 
research and training in the study of population dynamics. To achieve 
this, the development of population studies has been incorporated into 
the strategic planning framework of the University at both faculty and 
inter-faculty levels, and is being led by the School of Development 
Studies (SoDS), a centre for post-graduate study and research. 
During the first four years the Programme received core funding from 
the National Research Foundation (NRF), the Mellon Foundation and 
the United National Population Fund (UNFPA). This document is the 
fourth and final progress report to the NRF for a Unit grant first 
awarded in 1998, and which has now been discontinued as a part of 
the Foundation’s restructuring.

Clearly, there are numerous linkages between these three themes, and 
developing these synergies is a key element of the Programme.
In implementing this, the Programme has undertaken four categories 
of activity:

• A programme of research and policy analysis that has consisted 
of five large projects, six smaller projects and several student 
projects;

• Under-graduate and post-graduate teaching in population studies 
undertaken by SoDS and by other Schools in the University;

The point of departure for the Population and Poverty Studies 
Programme is the relationship between sustainable human development 
and demographic change. Within the context of Sub-Saharan Africa, 
widespread poverty and the H1V/AIDS pandemic are probably the 
most important challenges to sustainable development confronting 
researchers and policy analysts. As such, these are the focus areas of 
the Programme with three broad, but interrelated themes being explored 
by the training and research projects that have been initiated over the 
past four years. on other economic and social institutions.

These are:

1 The demographic, social and economic factors that lead to 
a persistence of poverty over time, and in turn, the 
demographic, social and economic outcomes of persistent 
poverty. Topics include shocks, livelihood and coping 
strategies, poverty strategy and monitoring, social capital and 
paths of asset accumulation;

2 The events occurring during the transition from childhood
to adulthood and the responses made to these by adolescents, 
households and policy-makers. Topics include adolescent 
pregnancy, school enrolment, entrance to the labour market 
and the development of life skills;

3 The implications for sustainable development of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic. Topics include policy responses, sexual and reproductive 
health issues, changes in family structure and fertility and impact

• An internship and mentoring programme in SoDS of 18 months, 
during which students complete a masters programme, receive 
mentoring from the School’s staff, receive applied training and 
undertake a research project of their own. Where students 
demonstrate ability and interest in pursuing further studies, this 
programme has been extended to include appointments as junior 
researchers and support for PhD. studies;

• Non-degree training activities, which include an in-service course 
in Applied Population Sciences and Research (APSTAR) and a 
Winter School course in research methods.

Prof. Julian May is the Programme Director and reports to the School 
Head, currently Prof. Vishnu Padayachee. Important decisions are 
taken in consultation with the School Board, and when necessary, are 
referred to the appropriate Faculty Committees and other University 
structures. A number of permanent academic and non-academic staff 
assist with programme activities. In addition, external core and project 
funds have been used to employ research, teaching and training staff, 
as well as to support a number of student interns and student research 
projects.

Focus A re a s and O|icra1:ional F ram ew ork
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r i i I he Population and Poverty Studies Programme has grown 
tremendously since its inception. From a situation in which 
there was virtually no research or teaching in the field of 

I population studies, there is now a fully accredited Master’s 
degree in Population Studies with 20 students currently registered, 
while under-graduate teaching takes place in the Schools of Sociology, 
Environmental Sciences and Public Health. The staff has grown from 
I person in 1997 to 12 staff and 4 interns by the end of 2001. Dr. Akim 
Mturi, a senior researcher and a graduate of the University of 
Southampton has recently boosted our capacity. Extensive use has 
been made of a network of Associate Researchers, including four 
people from the Wellcome Trust funded Africa Centre for Population 
Studies and Reproductive Health in Mtubatuba and Dr. Sam Clark, a 
technical demographer from the University of Pennsylvania out-posted 
to South Africa. Twenty journal articles have either been accepted or 
submitted for publication in refereed journals, and 12 chapters in books 
have been published or accepted. Members of the staff have presented 
papers to almost 40 conferences, seminars and dissemination workshops.

Since its inception, the Programme has received more than R 18.5 
million ($2.5 million) in funding for research, teaching and training 
and has successfully competed for international research grants. The 
Progamme now has its own 30 person computer laboratory, subscriptions 
for 12 key population studies journals are in place, and just under 
R200 000 has been spent books on population studies for the Malherbe 
Library. The Programme has also met half the costs of connecting to 
Jstor, an electronic data base of the major social science and demography 
journals, funded, in full or in part, the purchase of most major data 
sets relevant to population studies in South Africa and trained most 
staff members in the use of the statistical packages required to analyse 
such data.

Substantive linkages have been established with several prominent 
centres for population studies, including the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), the Population Council, the School 
of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, Tulane University and the 
Office for Population Research, Princeton University. Finally, the 
programme has built linkages to population researchers working in 
South Africa, including at the School for Actuarial Sciences, University 
of Cape Town, School of Sociology, University of Transkei, the Human 
Sciences Research Council and the Africa Centre for Population 
Studies and Reproductive Health.

Although the teaching component of the Programme has now fully 
operational, research activities and the analysis and dissemination of 
results continue to receive prominence. The ‘KwaZulu-Natal 
Income Dynamics Study/KIDS’ which commenced in 1998 remains 
to be an important area of work, with numerous articles having been 
published in international and national journals. Papers on the results 
of the study have been presented at workshops in South Africa and 
internationally, and have been attended by researchers, policy makers 
and advocacy groups. As the data is in the public domain, considerable 
South African and international interest has been generated, and a 
review of recent users indicates that over 30 papers have used the 
data. Plans are underway to seek funding for a third wave of data 
collection in 2003, which will focus on the impact of HIV/AIDS on 
household livelihoods over the 10-year period.

The second wave of the ‘Transitions to Adulthood’ study was 
undertaken during 2001, while a report and user-friendly summary of 
the results of the first wave was presented at a workshop of policy 
makers and NGO’s and has been widely distributed. The redesign of 
the questionnaire was completed during July and August, 2001. and 
field work for the second wave of data collection was completed in

December, 2001. Papers using the Wave One data have been submitted 
to journals for publication, and the first article has already been 
published. This study is also being used for Ms. Nontsikelelo Manzini’s 
PhD in Social Statistics at the University of Southampton. It is expected 
that the first wave of the study will be placed in the public domain at 
the end of 2002 and a proposal to the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) in the USA is being prepared for two further waves of data 
collection running until 2005.

The second phase of the WHO multi-country study on
‘Family Planning and Sexual Behaviour in the Era of HIV/STDS’
is now underway, and articles submitted in 2000 have been accepted 
for publication. This study is forming the basis of Ms. Pranitha 
Maharaj’s PhD dissertation being completed with the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

Fieldwork for the ‘Legacies of Inequality’ project, a comparative 
study of social exclusion and social capital in South Africa and Peru 
has been completed and is currently being analysed. The second 
workshop at which preliminary results were discussed was held in 
Peru in mid-2001, attended by the South African, Peruvian and USA 
based teams and two further workshops are planned for 2002.
The project intern, Mr. Phakama Mhlongo attended a training 
programme on HyperResearch for Qualitative Data Analysis (QDA) 
in Washington DC under the guidance of Dr. Michelle Adato of the 
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). Mr. Mhlongo 
has since decided to register for a PhD. at the University of Natal 
using these data and is currently preparing his dissertation proposal.

Collaborative research with the Africa Centre for Reproductive 
Health has continued, and Ms. Nompumelelo Nzimande, a former 
intern, has been based at Hlabisa for most of 2001. Mr. Benjamin 
Roberts has also remained involved in the Centre and the first set of 
socio-economic data has now been captured and is ready for analysis. 
A second round of data collection is scheduled for 2002. Ms. Nzimande 
is preparing for her PhD. studies and plans to use the DSS data for 
her research. She is currently considering an option to study in the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison.

A number of small grants for student dissertation projects were 
again made during 2001, and this had led to several innovative studies. 
These include: a study of the impact of respiratory diseases affecting 
household livelihoods amongst mineworkers' families; an investigation 
into the coping strategies adopted by households in the aftermath of 
floods in the Northern Province; and a qualitative study of adolescents 
in the Cato Manor housing project.

The marketing drive undertaken at the end of 2000 and again in 2001 
produced results, and 9 students were accepted for the Masters of 
Population Studies offered in 2001, increasing to 12 students accepted 
for 2002, 70 percent of whom are women. The bulk of students are 
from South Africa, although there are students from Nigeria, Lesotho, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. Actual class numbers have been higher 
since there is considerable interest from students in other Faculties. 
Three new interns have been identified from this group, and are 
currently undergoing a variety of mentoring and training activities. 
Teaching and training took place in a number of other ways as well. 
The Applied Population Sciences Training (APSTAR) programme 
was run twice during 2001 and 6 courses on HIV/AIDS have been 
run since January, 2003, attracting over 100 trainees. Lectures on 
population studies were given to under-graduate classes of 40 students 
in Environmental Studies and approximately 200 students in Sociology. 
Once again, the module on Poverty and Policy was run as a part of 
the Development Studies Masters programme and attended by 18 
students. The Winter School course in Quantitative and Qualitative
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Research Methods run in 2000 was not repeated in 2001 due to the 
commitments of the staff that had been involved. However, this course, 
offering both remedial and advanced training, is being considered for 
2002, most likely in collaboration with the Universities of Cape Town 
and the Witwatersrand. A new advanced workshop series commenced 
in late 2001 with two-day seminar on Household Composition and 
Dynamics. This workshop focused on recent research results that 
question existing definitions and conceptualisation of the household. 
The research drew extensively on recent panel data sets, including the 
Hlabisa and Agincourt demographic surveillance sites and the 25 
participants including members of the research teams at both sites, Prof. 
Deborah Posel from the Wits Institute for Social and Economic Research 
(WISER) and staff from the Schools of Economics and Sociology at 
UND.

The programme adopted a policy of fast-tracking capacity development 
for existing staff, and although a senior demographer, Dr. Mturi, has 
now been appointed, it has been decided to retain this policy. The group 
targeted for attention has been expanded, with Ms. Pranitha Maharaj 
and Ms. Ntsiki Manzini having advanced the furthest. Ms. Maharaj is 
expected to complete her PhD. by the end of 2002. Ms. Manzini has 
departed for a second three-month period for her PhD. course work at 
the University of Southampton.

Publications in journals and books have always been stressed in the 
School of Development Studies and staff have voluntarily agreed to a 
publication rate per staff member that is double the standard required 
by the University. The director and full time staff involved in the 
Population and Poverty Studies Programme had 10 publications in 
refereed journals or books during 2000, an average of 2.5 publications 
per person, increasing to 11 publications in 2001, and 10 have already 
been accepted or submitted in 2002. It is particularly pleasing that 
younger members of the Population and Poverty Studies Programme 
have also been active. Ms. Maharaj has had another publication accepted 
in an international journal, while Ms. Manzini has already published 
her first article.

The programme had been successful in forming collaborative activities 
with other South African and international universities and research 
institutions. Many of the research projects are based on collaborative 
relationships such as the ‘Transitions to Adulthood’ study which is a 
joint project with Tulane University and the Population Council. Other 
links include the Catholic University of Pern, the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison and the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)

in the ‘Legacies of Inequality’ study. Ms. Cathy van de Ruit joined the 
population and poverty studies team during 2000 and completed a joint 
research project with CGAP, IFPRI and the Small Enterprise Foundation 
to develop alternative poverty monitoring instruments. Teaching support 
has been provided to the Population Studies Programme at the University 
of the North West while Dr. Peter Ubombo- Jaswa lead a team of 
population specialists in a workshop to assist the establishment of 
population studies at the University of Transkei in 2000. Dr. Ubomba- 
Jaswa has also made several presentations in a number of provinces, 
while Prof. May has been a keynote speaker at several public events, 
including the KwaZulu-Natal Statistics Day gathering, the Annual 
Conference of the Co-ordinating Assembly of NGO’s in Swaziland and 
XIX International Vitamin A Consultative Group Meeting.

Prof. May has also been re-appointed to the Statistics Council of South 
Africa, and has been made a Research Associate of the International 
Food Policy Research Institute in Washington, DC.

The Programme has also received assistance from other institutions. 
Dr. Urmilla Bob of the University of Durban-Westville has assisted with 
the teaching of the Introduction to Population Studies course, as did 
Dr. Eric Udjio of Statistics South Africa, Prof. Rob Dorrington from the 
University of Cape Town and the late Prof. Kobus Oosthuizen from the 
University of Pretoria. Several local researchers have been appointed 
to the advisory committee on a Mellon Grant for HIV/AIDS Research 
including Prof. Dorrington and Dr. Monde Makiwane of the University 
of Transkei while international members of the committee include 
Prof. Jane Menken, University of Colorado, Prof. Susan Watkins 
(University of Pennsylvania) and Dr. John Ssekamatte-Ssebuliba 
(Makerere University, Uganda).

Effort has also been made to improve the profile of the School of 
Development Studies and to publicise the actions undertaken to establish 
population studies at the University of Natal. To facilitate this, a part- 
time desktop publication and electronic media specialist was appointed. 
In addition to the research dissemination workshops already mentioned, 
several newspaper articles concerning the research and teaching 
programme have been carried in local and national newspapers. Finally, 
the internet WebPages of the School have been substantially overhauled, 
allowing for electronic access to data and working papers, as well as 
on-line registration for the various courses offered by the School.
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uring 2001, the programme diversified from its earlier focus 

■ I  1  on research activities, and teaching has become more 
I I I  Prorn'nent- Currently, twenty students have been accepted 
1  I  A  into the Master of Population Studies degree, with the first 
W ™ W  graduates expected in 2003. A number of PhD. proposals 
are in preparation, and Mr. Oliver Zambuko has been awarded an 
internship for his PhD. topic which will use data from the Africa 
Centre to investigate the effects of HIV/AIDS on fertility rates. 
Under-graduate teaching will again be undertaken for Sociology and 
Environmental Studies, and the School of Community Health has also 
asked for assistance in their teaching programme. Funds have been 
allocated in the renewed grant from the Mellon Foundation to support 
activities in population studies in other departments. Subject to UNFPA 
funding, the APSTAR programme will continue although increasingly, 
it is expected that the courses will be run in the provinces using staff 
from local universities and training institutions.

No new major research projects are planned, although all the on-going 
studies are entering new phases. Analysis of the second wave of the 
‘Transitions to Adulthood’ will commence in March, 2002, while 
in-depth interviews in selected communities surveyed by the KIDS 
project will be analysed and triangulated with the quantitative data 
and comparative studies from Pern as part of the "Legacies of Inequality” 
study. If funding is obtained, preparations will also commence for the

third wave of data collection for the 
‘KwaZulu-Natal Income Dynamics Study’.

‘Monitoring the impact of social security grants’ is a new small 
project, but one which may become more important in the future. The 
study is currently no more than a desk-top study of existing research 
on the beneficiaries of social security grants in South Africa. However, 
the Department of Social Development has expressed an interest in 
developing this study into an on-going impact assessment of the grants 
with opportunities for collaboration both in South Africa and 
internationally. Funding has also been secured Help Age International 
to undertaken a literature review and analysis of secondary data on 
the living conditions of the aged. This will feed into an international 
study on chronic poverty. Collaborative links are under discussion 
with the Social Disadvantage Research Centre, Oxford University.

In 2000, we were invited to participate in the Program on Comparative 
Research on Urbanisation and Internal Migration co-ordinated by 
the Centre for Migration Studies at Princeton University. Prof. Eleanor 
Preston-Whyte attended a meeting in Princeton during November, 
2000 and is currently on sabbatical there until June, 2002 preparing 
a proposal for future research activities.

Capacity development will continue to be stressed, and we hope to 
again send students to the Summer Programmes in quantitative methods 
at the University of Michigan. Momentum has been achieved in 
maintaining the publication rate of the programme, with 5 journal 
articles and chapters in books already accepted for publication for 
2002, 5 under review and 6 in preparation. Several papers are also 
being prepared for various conferences and it is expected that these 
will eventually be developed into publications.

In early 2001 a proposal was submitted to the Mellon Foundation to 
introduce a ‘Node’ in HIV/AIDS at the University of Natal. The 
purpose of the ‘node’ is to disburse funding received from the Mellon 
Foundation for research in Population Studies. The Mellon Foundation 
also accepted parallel proposals from University of Witwatersrand - 
managing the Migration Program Node; and the University of Cape 
Town will be managing the Population and Equality Program Node. 
Funding of $300 000 over three years was allocated to the three node 

institutions as an experiment in decentralising and localising research 
in Population Studies inside South Africa by South Africans themselves 
thereby stimulating a culture for research in South Africa instead of 
being in the hands of US researchers. The purpose of the Node includes: 
Reaching out to good scholarship in South Africa and the Region. 
Fostering collaboration and communication among all actors engaged 
in research and training in demography/population studies in South 
Africa. Stimulating and facilitating research in key areas in South 
Africa and the Region that are critical to population policies. The spirit 
of the funding is to see money and capacity going from “better- 
resourced” institutions to “lesser-resourced” institutions. An outreach 
process was needed to stimulate researchers from such institutions to 
apply for the grants that would be made available.

Professor Preston-Whyte convened a Steering Committee Meeting at 
the University of Natal on 13-14 December 2001. A number of areas 
and categories for HIV/AIDS research were identified under which 
applications would be called for. It is planned for the Grants to be 
advertised in March 2002 with pre-proposals due in June 2002. An 
announcement of the successful applications will be made by mid July 
2002 thereby enabling individuals to apply for sabbatical once their 
pre-proposals have been accepted.
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S .l.l Legacies of Inequality
‘Legacies of Inequality: Local Communities, Social Capital and the 
Dynamics of Income Distribution and Poverty’ is a comparative study 
of social exclusion and social capital in South Africa and Peru.
The study a collaborative initiative involving the School of Development 
Studies, the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics 
(University of Wisconsin-Madison), the Catholic University of Peru 
(Lima), and the Food Consumption and Nutrition Division (International 
Food Policy Research Institute -  Washington D.C.). Research 
commenced in mid-2000 and will continue for three years, funded by 
a grant from the MacArthur Foundation. This work builds on the now 
completed KwaZulu-Natal Income Dynamics Study (KIDS) and 
incorporates new qualitative analysis, as well as additional quantitative 
analysis of the existing data. The study is co-ordinated by Prof. May 
and Prof. Francie Lund, working with a team of researchers.
Mr. Phakama Mhlongo was appointed as a research assistant in 2000 
and has received mentoring support on survey analysis from Mr. 
Roberts and spent time at IFPRI receiving training from Dr. Michelle 
Adato.

Fieldwork for this study was conducted and completed between May 
and November 2001. Seven clusters were revisited during this process, 
wherein eight households were interviewed per cluster. Ultimately, 
50 households were re-interviewed. In addition to household interviews, 
focus group discussions were held, normally three per area and three 
key informant interviews per area.

The data is presently being using Hyper Research for Qualitative Data 
Analysis. Thirty-eight household interviews have been coded up to 
so far. We expect to finish coding household interviews by mid-March 
2002 and the focus group discussion and key informant interviews in 
the first week of April 2002.

5.1.2 Family Planning in the Era of HIV/AIDS/STDs

This WHO sponsored study is co-ordinated by Ms. Maharaj and 
examines ways in which the prevalence of HIV infection affects the 
way in which family planning programmes serve the community in 
the context of South Africa. The study investigates the perspectives 
of sexually active individuals on the risks of HI V/AIDS and unwanted 
pregnancy, and the strategies considered by such individuals as being 
appropriate, practical and effective. The first phase of the study was 
completed in early 2000 and the results presented at a workshop 
hosted by the WHO in Entebbe, Uganda. It was also presented to 
various governmental and non-governmental organisations at a 
workshop held in Durban. The fieldwork of the second and third phase 
of the study was completed during 2000.

Building upon earlier research, Ms. Maharaj is also conducting 
fieldwork in the area of integrated reproductive health care, assessing 
the responses of service providers to the twin risk of unwanted

pregnancy and STI/H1V infection. This fieldwork forms part of 
Ms. Maharaj's PhD dissertation.

5.1.3 Transitions to Adulthood

This project is designed to provide a multi-dimensional, multi-level 
approach to understanding the opportunities and risks facing adolescents 
in the context of the high - and rising - prevalence of AIDS. The study 
is a collaborative project with the Policy Research Division (PRD) 
of the Population Council and the USAID funded Horizons and 
FOCUS Projects on the design, implementation, and analysis of the 
study. Dr. Carol Kaufman of the PRD has provided technical leadership 
and management of the study. The Rockefeller Foundation supported 
a portion of the study field costs under a grant to PRD. Horizons 
provided the majority of the funds for field work as well as supporting 
additional technical inputs to the project by Dr. Naomi Rutenberg of 
the Population Council, and Prof. Robert Magnani, Dr. Kate Macintrye, 
and Dr. Lisanne Brown of Tulane University, New Orleans.
The FOCUS Project is also supporting the study through the provision 
of FOCUS/MEASURE joint programming funds for fieldwork.

Data collection, capture and cleaning of the first wave were completed 
in March 2000, and Wave Two was completed in Janaury, 2002. 
Community level data has been collected and a series of focus groups 
and key informant interviews have been completed. A report on the 
data concerning schools and principals has been completed and 
distributed, and an overview report on the data collected from 
adolescents has also been completed and two dissemination workshops 
have been held. In March, 2000, Ms. Manzini attended a research 
workshop held in New Orleans and has taken over the day-to-day 
management of this programme from Prof. May. Ms. Manzini,
Ms. Hunter, Ms. Maharaj and MrThabani Buthelezi, a new intern, 
have been involved in the quality control of questionnaires and training 
of fieldworkers for the study. The first papers using this data were 
presented at the Population Association of America’s (PAA) annual 
conference in 2000 and in South Africa at the AIDS conference held 
in Durban in July, 2000. Papers have since been presented at the PAA 
in 2001 and 2002. Ms. Manzini arranged the media dissemination 
(through KwaZulu Natal Perspectives) of the findings of Wave 1.
As with the KIDS data, on completion of the second wave, this 
database will be distributed at no cost.

5.1.4 Collaborative Research with the Africa Centre

As part of the ongoing collaboration between the Population and 
Poverty Studies Programme and the Africa Centre, during 2000 
Mr. Roberts assisted in the development of a socio-economic module 
for demographic surveillance. The questionnaire forms part of the 
Africa Centre Demographic Information System, which collects 
information from 11000 households in the Hlabisa district of KwaZulu- 
Natal. The finalised Household Socio-Economic Form (HSE) went 
to field on the 12th February 2001. During December 2001,
Mr. Roberts has become involved in cleaning and analysing the 
captured HSE data. Given that the original intention of the HSE was 
that it be implemented on an annual basis, He has been asked to pilot, 
train and implement the second wave of the HSE module. The scheduled 
timing of these activities is December 2001 to March 2002.

Ms. Nzimande has been involved in a number of activities at the 
Africa Centre, including conducting a DHS training workshop with 
Dr. Ian Timaeus, providing assistance to the scientific staff that need 
information from the SADHS, visiting the MRC Durban office to 
create and extract Hlabisa Census tables, and making them available 
for everyone at the centre. She has also been working with Dr. Kobus 
Herbst in comparing the DSS census data with the census. They will 
be presenting a poster on the results of this exercise at the 2002 PAA 
meeting. The paper has been written with the intention of publication 
and is due for completion in April, 2002.
Ms. Nzimande also participated in a virtual conference on African



Households and worked with Dr. Vicky Hosegood to write a short 
report on the DSS and how it can contribute in filling in gaps that 
were identified by the conference participants. She is also working 
with Dr. Hosegood on a descriptive paper, “Children’s living 
arrangements”, that looks at children in rural areas, and will feed on 
the work on household dynamics. Finally she is assisting in the 
mortality analysis (creation of life tables), and population distribution 
for the Centre’s annual report.

5.1.5 Micro-Finance in the Era of HIV/AIDS

The micro-finance industry promotes the dual objectives of sustainability 
of services and outreach to the very poor. When deciding to fund 
specific micro-finance institutions (MFIs), donors and other social 
investors in the sector invest in both objectives, however their relative 
importance varies among funders. Furthermore, many practitioners, 
donors, and experts perceive a trade-off between financial sustainability 
and depth of outreach, although the exact nature of this trade off is 
not well understood. In order to gain more transparency on the depth 
of poverty outreach, the Consultative Group to Assist the Poorest 
(CGAP) collaborated with the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPR1), to design and test a simple, low-cost operational 
tool to measure the poverty level of MF1 clients relative to non clients. 
The Programme was asked to test this instrument, and Ms. Catherine 
van der Ruit has led the project.

South Africa was the fifth country to test this instrument. The Small 
Enterprise Foundation (SEF) operating in the North Province agreed 
to host the research project. This project was a unique opportunity to 
test the effectiveness of principal component analysis. In addition it 
compared the performance of principal component analysis with the 
participatory wealth ranking method used by the SEF. A small 
qualitative in-depth household study was also conducted to explore 
conditions or characteristics of poverty, not easily captured in formal 
quantitative surveys.

The project has progressed after initial funding obtained from the 
Consultative Group to Assist the Poorest (CGAP) was used to test a 
survey instrument in the Northern Province. The report was completed 
and presented to a workshop of policy makers and NGO’s in the 
Northern Province, and the results have since been disseminated 
through the CGAP network. A journal article is being prepared and 
will be submitted during 2002. The instrument has since been 
incorporated into the Transitions questionnaire, and is being evaluated 
for use in the Hlabisa Demographic Surveillance site, and CGAP have 
funded follow-up work to be undertaken in Uganda and Tanzania. A 
proposal on the impact of HIV/AIDS on the sustainability of micro­
finance facilities has been prepared and submitted for consideration 
to a number of potential funders.

5.1.6 Asset Redistribution and Land Reform

Since 1999, Prof. May and Mr. Roberts have been collaborating with 
the World Bank in assisting the Department of Land Affairs (DLA) 
with the collection and analysis of panel data collected from land 
reform beneficiaries. In the second half of 2000, preparation began 
for the second wave of data collection. The questionnaires were 
amended taking account of lessons leamt from Wave One, and a firm 
of survey consultants was appointed by DLA for the field work. The 
second wave commenced in early 2001 and data should have been 
available for analysis in May 2001. Funds were been obtained from 
the World Bank for the detailed analysis of both waves of data, a 
survey of non-land reform land purchasers, as well as the commissioning 
of papers on international experience, especially from other countries 
in Africa. Due to changes in the land reform policy during 2001, the 
project has been suspended.

5.1.7 Socio-Economic Status of Children Aged 0-6 Years in the 
Era of HIV/AIDS

This study is a collaborative proposal with the KZN Provincial 
Population Unit in the Department of Social Development (Lead 
Institution) and the Statistics South Africa (SSA) KZN provincial 
office. It aims to generate a comprehensive understanding of the
completeness of the registration of children in rural areas and their 
socio-economic status in the era of HIV/AIDS. The outcome of the 
research will provide scientific ways to improving the design of

strategic actions aimed at lifting the quality of life of children in rural 
areas. Accordingly, it aims to provide realistic indicators at different 
levels (communities, local government and provincial) to guide the 
design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of development 
projects with specific reference to children. The study commenced 
during 2001. Dr. Ubomba-Jaswa is leading the support providing by 
the Programme to this study.

5.1.8 HIV/AIDS and Child Labour

The International Labour Organization through the International 
Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) based in 
Geneva, Switzerland, is funding the research project that examines 
the relationship between the HIV/AIDS and Child Labour in South 
Africa. Kwazulu-Natal has been chosen as the province where this 
relationship will be assessed. Dr Mturi of is the research team leader. 
Other researchers include Ms. Nzimande (School of Development 

Studies), Dr Fikile Mazibuko (Centre for Social Work) and Busisiwe 
Ncama (School of Nursing).

5.1.9 Cross-border migration and the informal sector

An important new project is ‘Cross-border migration and the 
informal sector’, a joint project with the School’s FIELD project. 
Fieldwork and analysis has been completed, presentations made to 
the Durban Metropolitan Authority and a conference paper has been 
prepared. A journal article will be submitted during 2002. Migration 
remains an under-represented field in the programme, but it is hoped 
that the new initiative with Princeton University will address this 
shortcoming.

5.1.10 Poverty Monitoring, human development and demographic 
change in Lesotho

This study commenced early in 2001, and has involved a number of 
steps including an assessment of the statistical systems in Lesotho, 
the construction of a national poverty line, the analysis and re-weighting 
of the 1996 Census, and the rehabilitation of the 1994 Household 
Budget survey. Two chapters are being prepared for the National 
Human Development Report of Lesotho, while three dissemination
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workshops have been held with the Government of Lesotho, donors 
and NGO’s. The study has formed a useful link between work 
undertaken by Prof. May and Mr. Roberts, and Dr. Mturi’s on-going 
research in Lesotho. The UNDP-Lesotho have given permission to 
publish the results of these studies in academic journals, and an abstract 
has been accepted for publication in a South African journal of political- 
economy.

S .l.llA d  Hoc Studies and Student Projects

A number of research efforts at the University of Natal relate to the 
link between poverty and population. This component of the Programme 
attempts to foster linkages between population studies and the broader 
study of poverty and development in order to build capacity in this 
field and to promote comparative research and training. In addition, 
a system of small grants for student dissertation projects has been 
instituted. The grant is use to encourage students interested in issues 
relating to population and poverty studies to undertake primary research 
and to publish their work. In 2001/2002, the following studies were 
included into the Programme:

• Comparative analysis of Fertility Rates reported by the KIDS Study.
This research was completed by Ms. Manzini for her dissertation 
under the supervision of Ms. Maharaj and has been published as a 
working paper.

• The built environment and juvenile delinquency. Ms. Bolela Moyea, 
a student on the Masters programme has been supported in this 
qualitative study of adolescents in the Cato Manor housing project. 
This Presidential Lead Project has involved the rapid provision of 
mass housing. The research project investigated linkages between 
communities that are created by such housing projects and delinquent 
behaviour. Fieldwork has been completed and Ms. Moyea has 
almost completed her dissertation under the supervision of
Prof. May.

• The Impact of Poverty on Education. Mr. Thabani Buthelezi, a 
Masters student, is currently completing his dissertation, focusing 
on the relationship between school fees and drop-out levels in poor, 
rural communities.

• Coping Strategies after the 2000 Floods in Northern Province.
Ms. Masingita Khandlhela, a Masters student, was assisted in this 
project using quantitative and qualitative methods to investigate 
the strategies used by households in the aftermath of floods in the 
Northern Province. Ms. Khandlhela has since been appointed as an

intern in the Programme and has registered for the Masters in 
Population Studies. Her dissertation supervised by Prof. May and 
Mr. Roberts has now been submitted for examination.

• The impact of household shocks on adolescent schooling.
Ms. Nina Hunter has used the Transitions data to investigate the 
effect of different shocks to household livelihoods on the schooling 
of adolescents. She has completed her dissertation and has since 
graduated cum laude.

• The implications of HIV/AIDS legislation in the workplace.
Ms. Renay Krishna investigated various types of legal protection 
for HIV/AIDS sufferers for her Masters dissertation. There are 
many problems and contradictions with HIV/AIDS legislation in 
South Africa. Important issues include: an employee’s rights to 
confidentiality and pre-employment HIV/AIDS testing; notification; 
employee benefits; the dismissal of employees on the basis of their 
HIV/AIDS status; discrimination of employees and the safety of 
other employees in the workplace. Ms. Khrishna examined the case- 
study of the Durban Unicity and her dissertation supervised by Prof. 
May has now been submitted for examination.

i>.2 Un(l<tr-(ii'U(liia1:<! ami I'osl-liratliiala Teaching Programmes

Although many courses at the University of Natal have included 
elements of poverty and population studies, the post-graduate degrees 
in Development Studies and Population Studies are recent additions. 
The emphasis of the Population Studies programme is not placed on 
the technical dimensions of population studies but rather on the social 
and economic relationship between population and development. 
Accreditation for this degree was obtained from the South African 
Qualifications Authority (SAQA) in 1999. Despite extensive advertising 
at the end of 1999, insufficient numbers of suitably qualified students 
submitted applications for the Masters degree. However, a module in 
Population Studies was again offered to students in the Development 
Studies Masters Programme, and eventually 10 students attended this 
module, including students from other post-graduate courses at the 
University of Natal. The Programme also collaborated with Dr. Steve 
Knight and Dr. Mary Kawonga of the School of Community Health 
to develop a module on population studies for this degree. This course 
was be piloted in 2000 and funds were made available to pay for guest 
lecturers.

The Centre for Population Studies at the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine (CPS-LSHTM) received a grant from the 
Mellon Foundation to facilitate a range of links in South Africa and 
elsewhere over a 3-year period. During 2000, Dr. Ian Timaeus and 
his colleagues twice reviewed the proposed curriculum of the Masters 
Degree and have also assisted in identifying readings and preparing 
handouts for the course to be taught in 2001. Support has also been 
received from Dr. Kaufman, who assisted in mentoring Ms. Manzini 
while Prof. Magnani made useful input to the Programme’s strategic 
planning. The course structure has now been finalised and will be 
taught for the first time in 2001. The structure is shown in the attached 
PowerPoint presentation on the Programme.

Recognising the need for publicity about population studies generally, 
and the degree offered at the University of Natal more specifically, 
a more concerted effort has been made on marketing the degree for 
2001. Several newspaper articles have appeared, and use has been 
made of the higher education supplements periodically published by 
the newspapers. Information pamphlets on the course have been 
prepared, the SoDS annual report for 2001 has been redesigned, a 
weekly electronic newsletter has been introduced and the School’s 
homepage has been completely over-hauled. Data, curricula vitae,



annual reports and working papers can now be downloaded from 
n  http:Avww.nu.ac.za/csds/index.htm, as well as application forms and 
*  information about the courses offered by the School. We have also m focused on developing feeder programmes at the under-graduate level. 
g j  During 2000, Ms. Maharaj taught under-graduate courses on population 

studies in Sociology 2b: 8 lectures and 2 tutorials, Sociology 3: 4 
H9 lectures and 1 tutorial, and Environmental Studies, 4 lectures, one 3- 
■ y  hour practical and one seminar. During 2001, Ms. Maharaj has been 

involved in the development and design of course materials for the 
Masters in Population Studies, and has assumed responsibility for the 
teaching of two modules; Introduction to Population Studies and 
Population and Development. Dr. Mturi developed the course materials 
for Demographic Methods 1 and piloted this course at the end of 2001.

Ms. Krishna and Ms. Nzimande have worked as teaching assistants 
in population studies in the School of Sociology and Ms. Hunter has 
trained students in the School of Political Science analysis techniques 
in SPSS.

Johns Hopkins University received a grant from the Mellon Foundation 
to assist in the establishment of a joint computer assisted learning 
course at the Universities of Natal and Makerera in Uganda. During 
2001, meetings were held Kampala and Baltimore to discuss the first 
modules of this course and the first module was finalised and used in 
both teaching and training activities in the School. Collaborators in 
the project are Dr Henry Mosley, Professor Ken Hill, Professor Ron 
Gray and Dr Barbara Zirkin of the Department of Population and 
Family Health Sciences at Johns Hopkins University; Dr Steve Ruth 
from George Mason University; Dr Fred Wabwire, Dr Emmanual 
Sekatawa and Dr John Ssekamatte from the Institute of Statistics and 
Applied Economics and Institute of Public Health at Makerera 
University in Kampala, Uganda.

5.3Non-l)egre« Training Programmes

During 1999, the University received a UNFPA assistance grant to 
provide the services of a Population and Development Training 
Specialist to assist the University with designing and instituting a 
programme of diploma, certificate and other appropriate short courses.

The Applied Population Studies Training and Research (APSTAR) 
programme commenced during 2000 with four classes having since 
been run of approximately 12 students each. In the most recent course, 
computer assisted training programmes developed by Johns Hopkins 
were successfully tested although some problems were identified. At 
the end of the course, each participant was given a CD-ROM containing 
both courses for continued distance learning.

APSTAR has also broadened its activities and has co-ordinated and 
run a number of one-week HIV/AIDS Community Training courses. 
At the request of a Community Based Organization (CBO) 
funded/supported by a Faith Based Organisation (FBO) a course was 
run in KwaMashu. This was in collaboration with Socio-Legal Studies 
Centre at the University of Natal and Street Law Project at the 
University of Durban Westville. The participants were awarded 
APSTAR Certificate of Training in Community HIV/AIDS. There 
were 39 participants made of community leaders and service providers 
selected by the various churches. Similar courses are planned in 2002 
for Ladysmith, Ulundi and in the Limpopo Province.

In addition, the grant assists in the provision of equipment and 
infrastructure for an Applied Population Sciences Training Centre, 
primarily for the use of researchers and students enrolled in the 
programme and Population Studies generally. The construction and 
wiring of the Population and Development Studies computer laboratory 
was completed in March 2000, and was opened by the Minister of 
Welfare. The laboratory provides facilities for 30 students and has 
been used by the APSTAR trainees, the Master's modules in Research 
Methods and Demographic Methods 1&2, as well as by the Winter 
School trainees.

!>.4 Intornships
Ms. Manzini was the first intern to complete the Internship programme 
and graduated in March, 2000. Since then, she has been working on 
the Transition to Adulthood study, and has also converted her Masters 
dissertation into a conference paper accepted by the Demographic 
Association of South Africa for their forthcoming conference. So far, 
seven interns have participated in the Summer School programme at 
the University of Michigan. This collaboration with the University of 
Michigan has been invaluable to the development of our internal 
capacity. Currently, the USA university has covered course fees and 
S&T, while UND has covered incidental expenses and travelling costs. 
However, the arrangement is largely informal, and we are unsure 
whether this form of training will be possible in the future.

So far, Ms. Manzini, Ms. Nzimande, Ms. Krishna and Ms. Hunter 
have completed their internship programmes. In 2001, four new interns 
were appointed to the programme; Mr. Buthelezi, Ms. Khandlhela, 
Ms. Chantel Munthrie and Mr. Thorin Roberts. The first two attended 
the Summer School Programme at the University of Michigan during 
June/July 2001 and it is hoped that the latter two will have a similar 
opportunity in 2002.

Furthermore, the example developed by the Programme has been 
adopted by other projects in SoDS, and since 2001, both the Industrial 
Strategy Programme and the Informal Sector project have offered 
internship opportunities.

!>.!> National and Intornational l.inkagos 2001 /20052
Prof. May:

• Had several meetings to the African Centre for Population Studies 
and Reproductive Health, Mtubatuba.

• Facilitated a DFID-London workshop on promoting research 
excellence in the South. The objective of this workshop held in 
Durban and attended by 20 prominent researchers from institutions 
in developing countries, was to advise Dr. Arjan de Haan of DFID



on options for a new competitive grant. Participants included 
Dr. Hossain Zillur Rahman from the Power and Participation 
Research Centre (PPRC) in Bangladesh, Professor Sam Moyo, 
Executive Secretary, Council for the Development of Social Science 
Research in Africa (CODESRI A) and Professor Carole Rakodi from 
Cardiff University.

• Attended the launch of ‘Choices for the Poor’, a book edited by 
the UNDP, in Bergen Norway. Participated in a public debate with 
the Administrator of the UNDP and the Norwegian Minister for 
Development and spent 2 days at the Comparative Research on 
Poverty (CROP), a network of poverty researchers based in Bergen. 
Will be hosting a CROP workshop on Water and Poverty in April 
2002.

• Attended the first meeting of 1FPRI research associates in Washington 
during January, 2002. Approximately 20 IFPRI research associates 
have been identified and this workshop sought to clarify the roles 
of the associates.

• Participated in a four-day workshop in Peru in July, 2001 for the 
Legacies of Inequality Study. This workshop was attended by Prof. 
Lund, Prof. Michael Carter and Mr. Marco Castillo (University of 
Wisconsin-Madison), Profs. Adolfo Figuero and Jeanne Anderson- 
Roos, Mr. Alejandro Diaz (Catholic University of Peru), and Dr. 
Michele Adato and Dr. John Maluccio (IFPRI).

• Visited the Centre for Population Studies for two days (London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine) in March, 2001 and 
again in September, 2001 and worked with Dr. Ian Timaeus to 
review the Masters in Population Studies curriculum and to discuss 
possible collaboration on the third wave of the KIDS project.

• Met with Dr Klaus Deininger (World Bank) in Washington D.C in 
January 2002 and again in October to discuss the research project 
on Asset Redistribution and Land Reform.

• Met with Dr. Cynthia Lloyd, Dr. Kelly Hallman and Dr. Carol 
Kaufman (Population Council) in New York in July, 2001 to review 
the first phase of the Transition to Adulthood study, and prepare 
for Phase Two. Met with Dr. Naomi Rautenberg (Population 
Council) and Profs. Magnani and MacIntyre (Tulane Univeristy) 
in Durban in August 2001, along with the above researchers to 
finalise arrangements for the second wave of research. Met with 
the above in February, 2002, to review the second phase of the 
project and discuss a new proposal for a third and fourth wave. 
Also met with Prof. Magnani to plan institutional linkages between 
Tulane University and the University of Natal.

• Met with Dr. Carolyn Makinson (Mellon Foundation) in Pretoria 
in January 2001 and again in New York in July 2001 to plan for a 
second cycle of Mellon support, the Mellon Node grant and to 
provide an update on progress at the University of Natal.

• Travelled to Lesotho in April, May, July, August and November, 
2001 as part of the UNDP funded project on the poverty strategy 
paper for Lesotho. Participated in 3 dissemination workshops, one 
of which was co-hosted with the World Bank. Met with Dr. Vandana 
Chandra in Washington in January 2002 to discuss future research 
in Lesotho.

• Attended a workshop on ‘Welfare, Demography and Development’, 
11-12 September, Downing College, Cambridge and presented a 
paper with Ms. Hunter.

• Presented a paper on poverty dynamics and strategy in South Africa 
to the DFID South Africa country strategy meeting in March, 2001.

• Presented a paper on poverty definitions, measurement and strategy 
to a CSIR ‘Blue Sky’ working group in June, 2001.

• Met with Dr. Tim Merchant of the World Bank in Maseru and in

Pretoria in July 2001 to discuss rapid survey approaches to data 
collection.

• Facilitated a workshop on monitoring and evaluation for social 
security grants for the Department of Social Development in 
December, 2001 in Pretoria.

• Attended a meeting on “Strengthening Poverty Analysis, Pro-Poor 
Budgeting and Poverty Monitoring” held by Ms. Bridget Dillon of 
DFID-SA and Mr John Kruger and Ms. Julia de Brijn of the National 
Treasury in May, 2001.

• Presented papers on poverty dynamics and poverty reduction 
strategies at two workshops held by the Swaziland Co-ordinating 
Assembly of NGO’s in May and September.

• Facilitated two workshops in October for Africare, an international 
NGO based in South Africa. The workshops looked at poverty 
reduction strategies for rural development and were held in 
Johannesburg and Pietermaritzburg.

Dr. Ubomba-Jaswa

• Has continued to meet with the provincial Department of Welfare 
and Statistics South Africa to discuss training needs.

• Presented to the Western Cape Provincial Senior/Top Management 
Team (Provincial Director General and Heads of Department) on 
practical strategies for multisectoral integration of population 
concerns (with specific reference to HIV/AIDS, Reproductive 
Health, Poverty and Gender) into various provincial development 
programmes -  some practical steps to the implementation of the 
Population Policy in addressing pertinent/critical development 
needs.

• Presented at the Northern Cape Children’s Conference on ‘The 
Status of Children’.

• Provision of technical guidance (professional advisory/consultative 
service) in population-development activities to the KwaZulu Natal 
Population Unit.

• Worked with the University of the North West in testing of the 
CD-Rom on Demographic Methods and Population and Health 
produced at Johns Hopkins but developed with the participation of 
University of Natal (APSTAR and School of Public Health); and 
facilitated establishment of links between staff of Population and 
Health Programmes at Johns Hopkins and University of the North 
West Population Studies Programme.

• Participated in a one-week workshop for the development of a 
research digest on Birth Registration of Children and Implications 
for children’s status at the UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, 
Florence, Italy.

Ms. Maharaj

• Attended courses at the Centre for Population Studies at the London 
School of Health and Tropical Medicine in June and July,2001. 
She also spent time with Prof. John Cleland, her supervisor, and 
with Dr. Timaeus and Dr. Wolff, who provided support in the design 
of the Masters Programme to be offered in 2001.

Dr. Mturi

• Is a member of the World Health Organisation's (WHO) Specialist 
Panel for Social Science and Operations Research. This panel 
reviews research proposals and advices WHO on the scientific
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aspects of its research activities especially on the area of reproductive 
health. The WHO secretariat for this panel is based in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Members of the panel come from all continents and 
international organisations. Usually the panel meets twice a year.

Prof. Preston Whyte

• In October, 2000, Prof. Preston-Whyte representing the Programme, 
travelled to Princeton to meet with Prof. Marta Tienda and Prof. 
Alejandro Portes, and participated in a workshop for the Program 
on Comparative Research on Urbanisation and Internal Migration 
being co-ordinated by the Centre for Migration Studies at Princeton 
University.

Other Staff

• Ms. Hunter met with Prof. John Clelland (LSHTM) and Dr. Tim 
Dyson (London School of Economics) in September, 2001, to 
discuss plans for possible PhD studies,

• Ms. Hunter attended the DEMSA conference held in Pretoria during 
May, 2001 where she presented a paper on foreign migrants in 
street trading activities.

• Ms. Hunter attended the NGO Forum of the World Conference 
Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related 
Intolerance, from 28 August to 1 September 2001 in Durban. She 
attended a thematic commission on displaced 
persons/migration/refugees/asylum seekers where input was given 
on the migration related aspects of the NGO Forum's Draft 
Declaration and Programme of Action.

• Mr. Roberts persented a paper to an international workshop on 
‘Setting an Agenda for Population-Based Research at the Africa 
Centre for Population Studies and Reproductive Health’, Mtubatuba 
in February 2001.

• Ms. Manzini attended the South African Sociological Association 
Annual Congress, Globalisation, Inequality and Identity, Pretoria 
in July, 2001.

• Ms. Manzini attended the Population Association of America 2001 
Annual Meeting, Washington DC in March, 2001.

• Ms. Manzini presented a paper to the 7th Reproductive Health 
Priorities Conference in the Drakensburg in August, 2001.

• The Programme funded Ms. Caroline Skinner of the School’s FIELD 
project to participate in a Stats SA workshop in February 2001 to 
discuss the questionnaire prepared for the Labour Force Survey. 
Ms. Skinner is a specialist on informal sector statistics.

Between 1997 ane 2001, the following permanent staff of SoDS were
involved in the Population and Poverty Studies Programme:

• Prof. Julian May: Associate Professor and Programme director

• Ms. Kanagie Naidoo: Finance Officer

In addition to these staff directly working on the Programme, the
following permanent SoDS staff are assisting in its development:

• Prof. Vishnu Padayachee: (Head of School, assistance with 
management and final responsibility for the activities of the School 
of Development Studies

• Prof. Mike Morris (former head of School until 2001, currently 
Programme Director for the Masters in Development Studies)

• Prof. Francie Lund: (Qualitative research on the Legacies of 
Inequality project and mentoring Mr.Mhlongo).

• Prof. Eleanor Preston-Whyte: (former Deputy Vice-Chancellor and 
now a Associate Professor in the School of Development Studies, 
responsible for the Mellon Node Grant for HI V/A1DS and developing 
a proposal on migration with Princeton University).

• Mr. Thokozana Xaba: (supervisor to Ms. Ayers, co-trainer on the 
Winter School held in 2000)

• Dr. Lisa Bomstein (support in the design of the teaching programme)

• Mr Richard Devy (lecturing support in Research Methods)

• Ms. Mary Smith (upgrading SoDS and University library material 
for Population Studies).

External funds are being used to employ the following researchers in
projects for the Programme or as research associates:

• Dr. Akim Mturi: Senior Research Fellow, and Programme Director 
for the Masters in Population Studies.

• Dr. Peter Ubomba-Jaswa : Associate Senior Research Fellow 
(APSTAR)

• Dr. Victoria Hosegood: Associate Senior Research Fellow (Africa 
Centre), currently mentoring Ms. Nzimande.

• Dr. Chiweni Chimbwete: Associate Research Fellow (Africa Centre), 
currently teaching Introduction to Population Studies.

• Dr Anna-Maria Vanneste: Associate Research Fellow (Africa Centre)

• Dr. Sam Clark: Associate Research Fellow: currently mentoring 
Ms. Hunter.

• Mr. Justus Benzler: Associate Research Fellow (Africa Centre)

• Ms. Pranitha Maharaj: Research Fellow

• Mr. Ben Roberts: Research Fellow

• Ms. Cathy van der Ruit: Research Fellow

• Ms. Ntsiki Manzini: Research Fellow

• Ms. Nina Hunter: Jnr. Research Fellow

• Ms. Nompu Nzimande: Jnr. Research Fellow

• Mr. Phakama Mhlongo: Jnr. Research Fellow

• Ms. Frances Andrew: Part-time desk-top publishing and electronic 
media

• Ms. Priya Gayadeen: Administrative assistant

Finally funds have been used to support the following interns.

• Mr. Thabane Buthelezi • Ms. Nina Hunter

• Ms. Masingita Khandlhela • Ms. Renay Krishna

• Ms. Ntsiki Manzini • Ms. Chantel Munthrie

• Ms. Nompumelelo Nzimande • Mr. Thorin Roberts

• Ms. Sanelisiwe Tsela • Mr. Oliver Zambuko



I) Staff And Capacity Development

ecognising the need to fast-track the staff of the Population 

and Poverty Studies Programme, developing the capacity 

of all members of this team has been prioritised since 2000. 

Ms. Maharaj attended a short course on Sexual and Reproductive 

Health at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and 

participated in a workshop hosted by the Centre for the Study of AIDS. 

Turning to the more junior staff members, Ms. Manzini and

Ms. Nzimande participated in the African Census Analysis Project at 

the University of Pennsylvania during 2000 where they received 

mentoring from Dr. Amson Sibanda and Prof. Tukufu Zuberi. They 

also received hands-on training on Stata V6 package, and Ms. Manzini 

participated in courses run by the Summer Institute of Demography 

Research at the University of Pennsylvania. Ms. Francis Andrew 

attended a 20 hour Webpage design course (Edumac, Durban) during 

2000. This course provided training in the use of Dreamweaver, 

Imageready, Freehand and Photoshop software. She also attended an 

Html one day course held at the University of Natal, and a SPSS one 

day course also held at the University of Natal. Ms. Priya Gayadeen 

attended the Winter School programme in Quantitative Methods run 

by the Programme and a SPSS one day course also held at the 

University of Natal. Ms. Krishna and Ms. Hunter attended the 1CPSR 

Summer Programme in Quantitative Methods, at the University of 

Michigan. Ms. Hunter also participated in and presented a paper at 

a workshop in Cambridge, where she received training from Dr. Sam 

Clark in logistic regression analysis. Ms. Tsele and Ms. Nzimande 

attended workshops in social science research, and survey data analysis 

using the Stata V6 package given by The University of Cape Town 

and University of Michigan. They also attended the ISR Summer 

Program in Survey Data Analysis at the University of Michigan. In 

2001 Ms. Nzimande who attended workshops on Demographic and 

Health Survey Data in Cape Town, and Mortality and Reproductive

Decision Making in Sub-Saharan Africa, held in Brazil. Ms. Maharaj, 

Ms. Nzimande and Mr. Thokozana Xaba attended a training course 

on Demographic and Health Survey Data in February, 2001. Ms. 

Manzini attended short course on Monitoring and Evaluation for 

Sexual and Reproductive Health Programmes in May, 2001 and 9 

staff and interns participated in training courses on STATA and 

Demographic Methods in January, 2002. Two new interns attended 

the Summer Programmes in quantitative methods at the University 

of Michigan while Mr. Roberts attended a specialist course on the 

analysis of panel data in the same programme and Ms. Nzimande 

received a Frank Andrew Fellowship to attend Institute for Social 

Research's Summer Program in Survey Data Analysis.

Staff and students have attended applied seminars given by visiting 

researchers including logistical regression analysis given by Dr. 

Lawrence Haddad (International Food Policy Research Institute/London 

School of Economics), shortcut approaches to data collection given 

by Dr. Kate McIntyre (Tulane University)



7 Financial Report, 2001/2002 And Workplan For 2002

he financial report for the NRF component of the Population 
and Poverty Studies Programme is attached. In terms of 
the overall budget, one third of the R 18 million raised by 
the Programme has been for direct research costs, 24 percent 

for teaching resources including grants for PhD. studies, a computer 
laboratory, books and journals, and 27 percent has been used for the 
salaries of non-permanent core staff, university cost recovery on 
permanent staff and interns. Administrative costs, including equipment, 
accounted for 10 percent of the total funds raised.

In addition to the on-going projects listed above, three areas of new 
activity have been identified for 2002 and beyond.

Medium Sized Projects for Capacity Building:

Given the history of population studies in South Africa, the programme 
at UND has had to focus its efforts on building a new generation of 
researchers to fill the gap in expertise that exists in the country. The 
internship programme has gone a long way towards this, but stops 
short of providing independent research experience. The interns work 
on medium term projects being undertaken by other staff members 
in the School, and are required to conduct more rigorous research for 
their dissertations. However, given the time allocated for the degree 
plus internship (18 months), in most instances, the interns have opted 
for secondary quantitative analysis. This strategy was initiated in 2001 
and we would like to continue to expand opportunities both to work 
on other projects, and for post-degree research work, and plan to 
submit proposals for three linked projects, which the younger 
researchers will undertake. The concept would be that each of these 
would be medium sized projects (2-3 years in duration, with budgets 
of some $50 000), and that the project would be led by former interns 
and other recent graduates in the department under the supervision 
of a senior staff member.

Student Grants and Supplementary Funding:
During 2002/2003, the teaching and training elements of the Programme 
will be increased using new funds obtained from the Mellon Foundation 
and the UNFPA. These programmes ensure that Programme out-reach 
is increased and that greater regional collaboration occurs. The 
2000/2001 research fund will continue to be oriented towards the 
support of supplementary research grants for projects that further the 
study of population dynamics in the context of development. The 
funding provided to a study of refugees in the informal sector is an 
example of this support. In addition, the capacity training supported 
by the fund will also continue, focusing on the new interns, who 
joined the programme in March and July, 2001.



i\ Conclusion

TI he past four years has seen the consolidation and integration 
of the Population and Poverty Studies Programme at the 
University of Natal. The focus areas and operational 

I framework have been established and are functioning 
efficiently. The re-assignment of a previous CSD Unit grant by the 
restructured National Research Foundation (NRF) into the focus area 
of ‘sustainable development’ is welcome as this focus area encompasses 
the broader research and training agenda of the Programme. Application 
to the NRF for support will be made in 2002. New issues under 
investigation include mortality change, the impact of HIV/AIDS on 
social, economic and demographic dynamics and migration.
The internship programme has been extremely successful as a

tested in 2002, and new modules in migration and fertility are planned 
for 2002.

Regional linkages have strengthened, and we expect to see existing 
links deepen with other South and Southern African research institutions. 
Although the appointment of the Mellon Foundation funded senior 
demographer proved to be unexpectedly difficult, internal capacity 
was strengthened and largely compensated for this problem. The 
recent arrival of Dr. Mturi has substantially increased the capacity of 
the programme for research and teaching.

Activities in 2002 will focus on growing Population and Poverty 
Studies into a fully fledged research and teaching programme. The 
internship programme continues, and the analysis and dissemination

mechanism to fast-track younger researchers and the third group of 
students will complete their internship at the end of 2002. Some interns 
joined the School as junior research fellows during 2000 and 2001, 
all of whom are preparing for PhD. studies. Training for non-degree 
purposes will continue in 2002 subject to funding from the UNFPA. 
Trainees continue to be drawn largely from the national and provincial 
Departments of Social Development, although students from other 
countries in Africa have already attended the course and it is expected 
that this trend will increase. All of the foundation modules for the 
Masters degree in Population Studies have been developed and have 
been taught at least once, the advanced methods modules will be

phases continue on the KIDS, WHO and Transition to Adulthood 
studies with new rounds of data collection envisaged. The Masters 
degree in Population Studies is being taught, and there are sufficient 
student numbers to ensure that the class is sustainable, financially and 
academically, and it is hoped that the University will soon be able to 
commit to full-time positions to service the Programme. The first 
PhD. registrations have taken place in 2002 as anticipated. The progress 
made on the publication of journal articles from the Programme will 
be sustained, and it is hoped that more student projects will be 
developed into publishable documents. Longer term plans are to reduce 
reliance upon external funding for the teaching activities and to 
compete more vigorously for prestigious research grants.



Poverty and Population Studios Programme

Key research themes

• Persistence and reproduction of poverty

• Population and development dynamics in the era of HIV/AIDS

• Public policies, population change and poverty outcomes

Population and Poverty Studies was launched in 1998 in order to 
develop the capacity of the School to investigate the relationship 
between development, poverty and demographic trends. There are 
four elements: a research programme, a master’s course in Population 
Studies, non-degree training courses in applied population studies, 
and an internship programme. The Legacies of inequality study builds 
on the KwaZulu-Natal Income Dynamics Study (KIDS) undertaken 
in 1998. This study uses a mix of qualitative and quantitative research 
methods to investigate the role of social networks in poverty transitions 
and is being undertaken in South Africa and Peru. The first wave of 
data collection for Transition to Adulthood study was completed in 
1999 and collected data from more than 3000 adolescents between 
14 and 22 years of age. Work during 2000 and 2001 focused on 
analysis in order to understand the opportunities and risks facing 
adolescents in the context of the high, and rising, prevalence of 
HIV/AIDS. The second wave of data collection will be completed by 
the end of 2001. Poverty Monitoring in Lesotho was an analysis of 
data collection and usage in Lesotho and the Government of Lesotho 
has since adopted the recommendations as policy.

Societal transformations in South Africa and elsewhere have contributed 
to a lengthening of the period between puberty and marriage particularly 
for girls, an increase in the number and nature of contacts by adolescents 
outside the family and immediate community, and greater opportunities 
and potential for youth to extend their education and skills. At the 
same time, the exposure of adolescents to pre-marital and unsanctioned 
sexual activity with all its attendant health and social consequences 
increases.

What happens during the adolescent years sets the boundaries of what 
is possible later in life. The impact of society and social programs on 
youth’s sexual behaviour, the education and work opportunities youth 
avail themselves of, and the quality of the transitional period between 
childhood and adulthood is an important concern. For South African 
youth, opportunities in the near future are greatly threatened by the 
AIDS epidemic. In turn, unprotected sexual intercourse among youth 
is fuelling that epidemic.

Recent studies on sexual risk taking among adolescents suggests that 
sexual behaviours are affected by a large number of risk and protective 
factors including their partners, their friends, their families, and their 
communities. These factors include not just sexual beliefs and skills 
but a broad array of social and economic factors including poverty 
and social disorganisation, which condition youth’s choice, actions, 
and outcomes.

Adolescent Risk

The Transitions Study found:
• 36% of adolescents reported that they knew someone who had died 

of AIDS
• 70% had received training concerning HIV/AIDS 

transmission/prevention, 50% had heard of other STDs
• 49% reported that they ever had sexual intercourse, 50% of males 

reported more than 1 partner in past 12 months
• 24% of females had been pregnant, 72% of pregnancies 

were unwanted.

• 29% of females reported at least 1 act of non-consensual sexual 
intercourse

Over the past 18 months, Population and Poverty Studies at the 
University of Natal has rapidly developed, with a new Masters 
programme in Population Studies being established and new research 
activities underway. There is greater collaboration and integration 
between the various centres involved in population studies, and better 
access to resources, data and expertise necessary for the analysis of 
population data. Of particular importance is the development of a new 
generation of young researchers from previously disadvantaged 
communities, many of whom wish to further their studies in demography 
and population studies. The internship programme has expanded and 
the first student to complete her internship has now registered for a 
PhD. while several others are now involved in research projects. 
Training for non-degree purposes continues with the trainees largely 
drawn from the national and provincial Population Units.

Partners
• Centre for Population Studies, London School of Hygiene & Tropical 

Medicine
• International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)
• Dpt. of Agricultural & Applied Economics, University of 

Wisconsin -Madison
• Population Council
• Dpt. of Population & Family Health Sciences,

Johns Hopkins University
• Africa Centre for Sexual & Reproductive Health, Mtubatuba
• Population Studies Centre, University of Michigan
• Catholic University of Peru

Major Funders
• Mellon Foundation
• National Research Foundation
• World Health Organisatii
• MacArthur Foundation
• UNDP
• UNFPA
• USAID

Team members
• Julian May
• Eleanor Preston-Whyte
• Akim Mturi
• Victoria Hosegood
• Anna-Maria Vanneste
• Ntsiki Manzini
• Cathy van der Ruit
• Nompumelelo Nzimande
• Renay Krishna
• Thabani Buthelezi
• Masingita Kandlhela
• Frances Andrew

• Francie Lund
• Peter Ubomba-Jaswa
• Pranitha Maharaj
• Justus Benzler
• Sam Clark 
•Ben Roberts
• Phakama Mhlongo
• Nina Hunter
• Sanelisiwe Tsela
• Chantel Munthree
• Thorin Roberts
• Priya Gayadeen
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