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PREFACE

In the period covered in this report (danuary 1, 1987 to December 31, 
1987) the Centre for Applied Social Sciences underwent a number of 
personnel changes.

The Centre operated without a Director after Professor Lawrence 
Schlemmer left at the end of 1986 to take up a position elsewhere. He 
had served in the Centre since 1964 and became Director in 1978. 
Under Professor Schlemmer's direction the Centre expanded its 
functions and gained local and international recognition for its 
research activities.

In December 22, 1987 the Development Studies Unit (DSU) within the 
Centre lost its Director, Professor Jill Nattrass, iri a tragic car 
accident. Centre staff are sad to lose a colleague and a dynamic 
and capable academic leader.

Following the departure of its Director at the end of 1986, the Centre 
for Applied Social Sciences incorporating the Development Studies 
Unit, was subject to a routine review. The main recommendation 
emerging from this review was that CASS and DSU, which had previously 
been operating de facto as autonomous sections in the Faculty of 
Social Sciences, should be formally reintegrated under one 
directorship. In December 1987 the vacant post of Director of CASS 
and DSU was advertised.

It is envisaged that the reorganisation of the Centre will come into 
effect in early 1988, and by the time this report is circulated CASS 
and DSU will be operating as an integrated research department under a 
new name: Centre for Social and Development Studies (CSDS).

The following section gives a description of the Centre's 
organisational structure and its teaching and research programme for 
the period January 1 to December 31, 1987. Where changes are to be 
implemented in the near future this is indicated.
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I. ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRE IN 1987

The Centre for Applied Social Sciences (CASS) including the 
Development Studies Unit (DSU) is a multi-disciplinary research 
and teaching department within the Faculty of Social Science in 
the University of Natal, on the Durban campus.

1.1 CASS

The Centre for Applied Social Sciences (CASS), formerly the 
Institute for Social Research, has been operating since 1954. 
CASS's main activity is in the field of applied and basic 
social research. Studies are undertaken by individual members of 
staff and by research teams under the supervision of the Director 
and senior members of staff. Since its establishment CASS has 
been approached by a wide range of organisations which have 
wished to sponsor projects related to various issues in South 
African life such as industrial and intergroup relations, work 
attitudes, housing environments, community needs, black
advancement, quality of life, political attitudes and opinions, 
and development studies of various kinds. The results of studies 
undertaken in CASS are disseminated to sponsors and the
interested public through CASS's publication service. A list of 
current projects appears under III below.

1.2 DSU

Since 1982 the Development Studies Unit (DSU), headed by the late 
Professor Jill Nattrass, has been operative as an autonomous sub­
department in the Centre. DSU aims at providing a focus for the 
concentration of development efforts on the Third World 
environment in South and Southern Africa. DSU undertakes 
research into the development needs of communities and regions in 
Southern Africa, motivation and organisation for urban and rural 
development, and evaluates practical alternative strategies for 
development.

Section IV below lists DSU's ongoing research projects for the 
year ended 1987.

1.3 A Publication Service for the General Public

CASS and DSU are widely known for their publishing activity. 
CASS has made available to the public for purchase more than 400 
titles covering numerous topical issues in South African society. 
Publications series include research reports, communications, 
fact papers, monographs and occasional papers, conference
proceedings and journal articles. Similarly, since its inception 
DSU has made over 150 titles available to interested
organisations and individuals.
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1.4 Teaching in Applied Social Sciences and Development Studies

A description of CASS's teaching programme in the year under 
review is as follows:
CASS provides training in what may be broadly described as socio­
economic development at the postgraduate level. A two year part- 
time or one year full-time Honours Degree and Postgraduate 
Diploma in Applied Social Sciences are offered to persons who 
hold a suitable degree in social sciences. The courses introduce 
students to theoretical and practical issues in social and 
economic development in society generally and in organisational 
and community settings, offer advanced research training, and 
training in the evaluation of social and development programmes. 
Students also participate in practical research tasks in the 
field of development and change. The courses are designed to 
prepare students for developmentally-oriented work and research 
in voluntary organisations, in industry, in the civil service and 
in community programmes of various kinds. The Honours Programme 
and the Diploma cover the same fields, but the Honours course is 
in greater depth. CASS also offers to suitably qualified 
students a Masters and Doctorate in Social Sciences.

During the review period DSU offered course work towards the 
Masters Degree, specialising in Development Studies. DSU 
contributed to the teaching programmes in CASS generally and 
vice-versa.

1.5 Maurice Webb Race Relations Unit

In 1984, the Maurice Webb Trust endowed a Senior Fellowship in 
Race Relations. The Unit undertakes research and publishes 
specifically in the field of race relations and problems 
surrounding the issue of race in South Africa. During the year 
under review the Unit introduced an apprenticeship programme 
specially designed to train black social researchers. Maurice 
Webb Race Relations Unit research projects and publications are 
listed with CASS projects and publications under Sections III and 
V below.

1.6 The Rural-Urban Studies Unit

This project was launched under the auspices of DSU by the late 
Professor Jill Nattrass in 1983 to study the dynamics of the 
linkage between urban and rural areas. The major publications 
emerging from this project are listed with DSU publications and 
on p. 18.
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1.7 The Communication Role of CASS and DSU

The Centre is well-known for its interest and participation in 
community and national areas of concern. The Centre also provides 
a forum for the discussion of current issues by convening 
workshops and seminars for members of the academic community and 
practitioners in the field. During 1987 members of staff in 
CASS and DSU served as consultants to and expert advisors on a 
wide range of industrial, civic, political, planning and research 
bodies. CASS staff also provided supervision for research
personnel attached to community organisations. As in other years 
University departments and practitioners continued to rely upon 
the Centre's expertise in solving practical and theoretical 
research problems.

1.8 Monitoring Service provided by the Centre: INDICATOR SA

A Data Resource Unit was established in 1983 within the Centre 
which aims to collect and analyse indicators of social change and 
development in South African society. The monitoring tasks of 
the Indicator Project include newspapers and media analyses, the 
collection of statistics on development in a wide range of 
organisational settings, regular systematic surveys of opinion, 
ad hoc surveys of crisis situations, chronologies of key events, 
and the presentations of scenarios of emergent socio-political 
conditions in South Africa. The work of the Indicator Project 
currently also involves original research by a team of 4 to 5 
project researchers. The results of the Unit's monitoring 
studies are distributed to a subscriber-panel and to interested 
individuals at quarterly intervals, under the title of INDICATOR 
SA.

1.9 The Community Service Training Programme

The Community Service Training Programme, initiated within the 
Centre in September 1983, offers a certificate course designed to 
assist experienced administrators and community workers to 
acquire the theoretical knowledge and practical skills for 
development and programme administration. The first intake of 35 
participant students was enrolled in March 1984. A similar number 
were enrolled for the following three years. The training 
consists of one year of full-time training at the University of 
Natal, followed by a further year of field attachment in the case 
of the community development stream. Course modules have been 
specifically designed to meet local requirements and are subject 
to ongoing evaluation. The project is sponsored by an overseas 
foundation.

In 1988 the Community Service Training Programme will operate 
under the auspices of the Social Work Department in the Faculty 
of Social Science. However, staff in the Centre will continue to 
contribute to the programme.
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2.1 During the review period the Centre had the following posts which 
are full-time university positions:

II THE ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE CENTRE IN DECEMBER 1987

PERMANENT STAFF

Centre for Applied Social Sciences

Di rector/Professor:
Senior Research Fellow/
Senior Lecturer:

Maurice Webb Senior Fellow 
in Race Relations:

Research Fellow/Lecturer:
Junior Research Fellow/
Junior Lecturer:
Technician (Data processing 
and computer work): 
Secretary/Senior Administrative 
Assistant:
Typist/Administrative Assistant: 
Part-time Administrative 
Assistant:

Office Assistant:

Contract research staff:

Vacant

Dr V Moller (Acting Director)

P Zulu 
F Lund

P G Mare

E de Groot

N Wells 
M A Strydom

G Malcolm-Smith 
M Mkhize

DURING 1987CONTRACT STAFF EMPLOYED IN THE CENTRE

(Part-time Promotions 
Coordinator)

(Editor Indicator SA)

(Part-time)
(Community Service Training 
Project Coordinator) 

(Part-time)

M Bennett

M Berkowitz 
T Coughlin 
C Cross 
D Dlamini 
R Evans 
P Geerdts 
G Howe 
V Makanjee 
S Ngidi 
D Quin 
K Roberts

E Russell 
Dr G Smith 
G Stewart 
L Venter
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Contract Administrative Staff:

C Harrington 
P Issacs 
L Cilliers 
D Sperring

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES UNIT

Professor of Development Studies Professor J Nattrass (until
her death on 22/12/87)

The Acting Director and the Professor of Development Studies are 
members of the Senate of the University. Permanent academic 
staff in CASS and DSU are members of the Durban Executive Sub­
committee of the Faculty of Social Science.

CASS's accommodation and physical resources consist of 17 
offices, a small library, a seminar room, a tea kitchen, a 
storeroom, word processors and printers, computer terminal, a 
camera, tape recorders, vehicle (Community Service Training 
Programme) and photocopiers. DSU has an office complex with 
similar resources housed separately. The Indicator Project has 
one large open-plan office and two small offices housed 
separately.

Research Fellow/Lecturer 
HSRC Research Fellow 
Contract Research Fellow 
(Part-time)

Contract Junior Research 
Fellows

Contract Technical Assistant 
Secretary/Senior Administrative 
Assistant 
Contract Typist 
Contract Clerical Assistant 
Part-time Library Assistant

L Anderson 
C Trzcinski 
D Mbona 
G Pegram

E Ardington 
D Krige 
D Perkins 
B Duffy

Dr M Morris 
J May
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2.2 FINANCE:

CASS, as with any department, has free accommodation at the 
University, and in addition, telephone and postage costs are 
borne by the University. The University contributes the salaries 
and the usual additional benefits connected with all permanent 
posts. In addition, a small departmental grant and a library 
grant are received from the University. DSU is funded on a 
similar basis.

Funds for undertaking research, for the purchase of research 
equipment and the employment of ad hoc research staff have to be 
obtained by the. Centre itself, mainly in the form of grants for 
particular projects. At the end of 1987 the Centre, including 
DSU, had somewhat over R200 000 for purposes of conducting 
research, most of which was tied to projects. Projects are, 
however, costed in such a way as to provide for a modest 
accumulation of money to purchase equipment and maintain 
continuity. The Centre's funds are administered by the 
University Finance Office.
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Ill LIST OF PROJECTS ONGOING IN THE CENTRE FOR APPLIED SOCIAL
SCIENCES OVER THE 12 MONTHS UP TO 31/12/87.

3.1 Durban Metropolitan Recreation Survey Update.
Prof. L. Schlemmer.
Sponsor: Town and Regional Planning Commission, Natal Provincial 
Administration (Completed 1987)

3.2 A Baseline Study of Quality of Life in South Africa and the 
Standardisation of an Instrument for the Measurement of Quality 
of Life.
Prof. L. Schlemmer and Dr. Valerie Moller with a Committee 
composed of personnel from the Human Sciences Research Council 
and the Cooperative Scientific Programmes of the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research.
Sponsors: Human Sciences Research Council, Cooperative
Scientific Programmes of the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research and the Urban Foundation (Published 1987)

3.3 Community, Land and Development in KwaZulu: An Empirical Study
of Values, Organisation and Tenure.
Miss. C.R. Cross
Sponsor: Dept, of Cooperation and Development (Completed 1985, 
further research articles appeared in 1986 and 1987).

3.4 A Study of Needs and Attitudes in Relation to Local Government in 
Greater Durban.
Prof. L. Schlemmer, Diana Haycock, Penelope Geerdts and 
assistants
Sponsor: Durban City Council (First report completed in 1986, 
further reports in preparation)

3.5 The Development of Training Methods in Community Organisation and 
Development Administration
Prof. L. Schlemmer, Mr Edward Russell, Dr George Smith and 
various members of staff
Sponsor: Konrad Adenauer Foundation (Ongoing) As of 1988 this
project will fall under the auspices of the Social Work 
Department of the University of Natal.

3.6 Basic Values and the Development Potential of Natal/KwaZulu 
Prof. L. Schlemmer and Ms. Penelope Geerdts
Sponsor: Town and Regional Planning Commission, Natal Provincial 
Administration (Ongoing)

3.7 An Inquiry into the University of Natal's Communication with the 
Wider Community.
Prof. L. Schlemmer, Dr. V. Moller, and Mrs Trudy Coughlin 
Sponsor: University of Natal (Completed 1987).

3.8 A Study of Community Issues on the South Coast.
Dr. V. Moller, Mr Edward Russell, and Mr Dionis Dlamini 
Sponsor: A private company (Completed 1987).
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3.9 Attitudes toward the Introduction of an Educare Training 
Programme at an Old Age Centre in a Durban Township.
Dr V. Moller and various members of staff and students in the 
Centre and the Department of Social Work, University of Natal 
Sponsor: A community agency and the Human Sciences Research
Council (Ongoing)

3.10 The Politics of Co-optation and Boycott.
Mr. 'P. Zulu
Sponsor: University of Natal (Ongoing)

3.11 South Africa Beyond Apartheid:
Political Conflict and Unrest in African Townships - Specific 
focus on Pietermaritzburg.
Mr. P. Zulu and Mr. S. Ngidi
Sponsor: Anglo American Chairman's Fund (Ongoing)

3.12 South Africa Beyond Apartheid:
The Role of the National Party Government.
Prof. L. Schlemmer and Ms. K. Roberts
Sponsor: Anglo American Chairman's Fund (Completed 1987).

3.13 South Africa Beyond Apartheid:
The Role of Inkatha and "Homeland" Organisations in Change.
Prof. L. Schlemmer and Ms. V. Cadman
Sponsor: Anglo American Chairman's Fund and various American 
Foundations (Completed 1987)

3.14 An Investigation of the Marginalisation of Black Communities in 
Administrative Natal - Case Studies.
Dr. V. Moller and Mr. R. Evans
Sponsor: Town and Regional Planning Commission, Natal Provincial
Administration (Initial requirements of the project completed 
October 1987. Further work ongoing in 1988).

3.15 Investigation into the Socio-Economic Effects of Water 
Restrictions on Industries and Local Governments.
Prof. L. Schlemmer, Mrs G. Stewart and Mrs J. Wittle 
Sponsor: Water Research Commission (Ongoing)

3.15 Comparative Analysis of Selected Community Health Schemes in 
South Africa.
Ms F 0 Lund
Sponsor: Natal University Research Fund. - (Completed as a
Masters thesis 1987)

3.17 A Critical Analysis of Social Welfare, Social Security and 
Population Development Programmes.
Ms F J Lund 
Sponsor: Internal

3.18 The Public Library as a Community Service in a Developing 
Country: A case study of Molepolole, Botswana.
Ms T Nkabinde, Ms F Lund and Mr P Zulu.
Sponsors: Natal University Research Fund and Internal Funding.

2



3.19 Deracialization in the South African Economy.
Hr P Zulu and Mr S Ngidi.
Sponsor: NAFCOC

3.20 Socialisation in Different Religious Groups in South Africa.
Prof. Th Hanf of the Arnold Bergstraesser Institute, Freiburg, 
Germany and Dr V Moller.
Sponsor: Overseas research organisation. (Ongoing)

3.21 The Quality of Life of Unemployed Black South Africans 
Dr V Moller
Sponsor: HSRC (Ongoing)

3.22 The Natal/KwaZulu Indaba: A regional expression of 'extra
parliamentary' reform.
Mr G Mare.
Sponsor: Internal (Ongoing)

3.23 A Resource and Documentation Study of Inkatha.
Mr G Mare
Sponsor: Internal (Ongoing)

3.24 Issues and organisation of African traders in the region.
Mr G Mare and Mr B Nzimande, Psychology Department.
Sponsor: Internal (Ongoing)

3.25 Personal Experience of the Natal Floods and Disaster Relief in a 
Peri-urban Area outside Durban.
Ms R C Cross
Sponsor: Internal Funding
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IV LIST OF ONGOING RESEARCH PROJECTS IN THE DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 
RESEARCH UNIT AS AT 31 DECEMBER 1987

4.1 The Socio-Economic Dynamics of a Rural African Community,
E M Ardington, sponsored by the Human Sciences Research Council.

4.2 The Quality of Life in KwaZulu, E M Ardington, sponsored by the 
Human Sciences Research Council.

4.3 A Study of the Relationship between Migrant Labour, Rural Incomes 
and Child Nutrition in the Rural Area of Nkandla in KwaZulu,
C A Gibson, sponsored by the Anglo American Chairman's Fund.

4.4 Changing Patterns of Urbanisation in Natal and KwaZulu (with a 
view to predicting future trends), D Jeffery, sponsored by the 
Department of Economic Affairs, KwaZulu Government.

4.5 Income Indicators of Spatial Differentials in Access to Basic 
Needs in KwaZulu, D Perkins, sponsored by Department of Economic 
Affairs, KwaZulu Government.

4.6 Small Formal Business, initiated by Prof J Nattrass and continued 
by N J Nattrass, sponsored by the Natal Town and Regional 
Planning Commission.

4.7 Factors Determining Rural/Urban Migration in the Natal KwaZulu 
Region and its Impact on Lifestyles in Rural KwaZulu 
Establishment of a Database, Differentiation and Inequality, Out­
migration and the Incidence, Magnitude and Determinants of the 
Size of Remittances, and the Restructuring the KwaZulu/Natal 
Regional Economy, initiated by Prof J Nattrass and continued by 
J D May.

4.8 A Study to Discover the Links Between the White Commercial 
Agricultural Sector and the Urban Labour Market, S E Stavrou, 
sponsored by the Human Sciences Research Council.

4.9 Black Access to Basic Needs in Administrative Natal, D J Krige, 
sponsored by the Human Sciences Research Council.

4.10 Telecommunication in Rural KwaZulu, S E Stavrou, sponsored by 
Telephone Manufacturers of South Africa (Pty) Ltd.

4.11 An Interpretation of Political Violence in Two Black Townships 
Near Durban, D Booth, sponsored by the Human Sciences Research 
Council.

4.12 A Socio-Economic Study of Recently Urbanised Families in Peri- 
Urban KwaZulu, J D May and S E Stavrou, sponsored by the Human 
Sciences Research Council.
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4.13 Hostel Migrants, the Removal of Influx Control and the Potential 
for Urbanisation, D W Perkins, sponsored by the Human Sciences 
Research Council.

4.14 Social Organisation in Informal Settlements in Durban, D Booth, 
sponsored by the Human Sciences Research Council.

4.15 A Study of the Feasibility of the Establishment of Rural 
Villages in Natal, E M Ardington, sponsored by the Human 
Sciences Research Council.

4.16 The Potential for Change in Tribal Land Tenure Structures in
Urban and Peri-Urban Areas: Settlement Patterns Around Isithebe,
A Crouch, sponsored by the Human Sciences Research Council.

4.17 Spatial Mobility in an Informal Settlement near Durban, initiated 
by Prof J Nattrass and Z Mpanza and continued by N J Nattrass, 
sponsored by the Human Sciences Research Council.

4.18 Socio-Economic Factors in Development in KwaZulu, J D May and D W
Perkins, sponsored by the KwaZulu Finance and Investment
Corporation.

4.19 State and Capital's Strategies for Restructuring Soci-Economic 
Development, Dr M L Morris, sponsored by Labour and Economic 
Research Centre and University of Natal.

4.20 The Disintegration of the Family Structure in Black Townships in 
Durban, Dr M L Morris with G Hayes, Department of Psychology, 
sponsored by Oxfam, Canada.

4.21 Technology in the Automobile Industry, Dr M L Morris, sponsored 
by Friedrich Ebert Stifting.
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1987 PUBLICATIONS - CENTRE FOR APPLIED SOCIAL SCIENCES

Cross, C.

Cross, C.

Cross, C.

Cross, C.

Cross, C.

Evans, R.

Haines, R

Mare, G.

R. Agricultural Lending into the Reserves: Some World Bank 
Theory and Some Ground-Level Practice. Paper presented 
at Workshop on the South African Agrarian Question: 
Past, Present, and Future, held at the University of 
the Witwatersrand 22-24 May 1987, pp 32.
Document and Memorandum Series.

R. "The Land Question in KwaZulu: Is Land Reform
Necessary?" in Development Southern Africa 4 (3) 1987, 
pp 428-451.
Journal Article.

R. Informal Credit - Or, How Does A Rural Community
Capitalize Itself? Community Service Training
Programme, Centre for Applied Social Sciences, 
University of Natal, Durban, 1987, pp 38.
Document and Memorandum Series.

R. Comments on Private Sector Council on Urbanization
Working Document on Land Reform. Centre for Applied 
Social Sciences, University of Natal, Durban, 1987, pp 
14.
Document and Memorandum Series. (Strictly Confidential)

R. and Preston-Whyte E.M. Tenancy and Black Freehold:
Dimensions of History and Authority in Natal. Paper 
presented to the Eighteenth Annual Congress of the 
Association for Sociology in Southern Africa, 30 June - 
2 July, 1987, pp 26.
Document and Memorandum Series.

J. "Black Land in White Natal: Administrative constraints
on land reform", in Development Southern Africa 4 (3) 
1987, pp 452-458.
Journal Article.

.J. and Cross C.R. Tenure and the Decline of Black Farming: 
Some Questions for Re-Analysis. Paper presented at the 
Workshop on the South African Agrarian Question: Past,
Present and Future, held at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, 22-24 May 1987, pp 8.
Document and Memorandum Series.

Tradition and Control: the presence of the past in 
Natal. Paper for conference on the Cultural 
Implications of Apartheid in Southern Africa, Paris, 
December 1987, pp 18.
Document and Memorandum Series.
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1987 PUBLICATIONS - CENTRE FOR APPLIED SOCIAL SCIENCES

Mare, G

Mare, G. 

Mare, G.

Mare, G.

Mare,

Mare, G.

Moller,

Moller,

Moller,

Moller,

Mixed, Capitalist and Free: the aims of the "Natal 
Option", in Glenn Moss and Ingrid Obery (eds) South 
African Review 4. Johannesburg: Ravan, and Southern 
African Research Service 1987, pp 508-523.
Other Publications.

"KwaZulu/Natal Indaba: Regional rule for Inkatha", in
Work in Progress, 46, 1987, pp 7-12.
Journal Article.

"Political realities underlying the Indaba", in 
Natal/KwaZulu: present realities future hopes. Papers
presented for a conference held at the University of 
Natal, Durban, 1987, pp 59-66.
Document and Memorandum Series.

and Hamilton G. An Appetite for Power: Buthelezi's Inkatha
and South Africa. Johannesburg: Ravan; Bloomington and
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1987, pp 261. 
Other Publications.

i .  and Hamilton G. "Human relations not labour relations" : 
Agricultural restructuring and The Ngotshe Cooperation 
Agreement", in Africa Perspective, Vol 1 (new series) 
(5 & 6) December 1987, pp 25-45.
Journal Article.

and Hamilton G. "Inkatha and Labour Control on Natal Farms : 
The Ngotshe Cooperation Agreement". Paper presented at 
conference on the Agrarian Question in South Africa 
held at the University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, 
1987, pp 18.

V. Research into Community Needs and Priorities: An
Overview. Centre for Applied Social Sciences, 
University of Natal, Durban, June 1987, pp 72. 
Research Report Series. (Confidential)

V. Quality of Life in Retirement: A Case Study of Zulu
Return Migration. Paper presented at the 18th Annual 
Congress of the Association for Sociology in Southern 
Africa, Cape Town, 29 June - 2 July, 1987, pp 39. 
Research Report Series.

V. "Black South Africans' Perceptions of Retirement", in
Sanlam Pensions Review 1987, pp 17-23.
Journal Article.

V. and Schlemmer L. South African Quality of Life: A Research 
Note, Centre for Applied Social Sciences, University of 
Natal, Durban, 1987, pp 16.
Document and Memorandum Series.

7



1987 PUBLICATIONS - CENTRE FOR APPLIED SOCIAL SCIENCES

Moller, V., Schlemmer, L. and Coughlin T. The University of Natal's 
Communication with Sections of the Wider Community 
- A Survey Evaluation. Centre for Applied Social 
Sciences, University of Natal, Durban, pp 73. 
Research Report Series. (Restricted circulation)

Moller, V., Schlemmer, L. and du Toit S.H.C. Quality of Life in South 
Africa: Measurement and analysis. Pretoria: Human 
Sciences Research Council, 134 Pretorius Street, 
Pretoria 0001. HSRC Report S-167, 1987.
Other Publications.

Ngidi, S. and Zulu P. Extra-Parliamentary Groupings: Ideology, Aims
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