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INTRODUCTION:

I append m y p r e d e c e s s o r 's  rep ort to Sponsors for the year 1956 
(Annexure A) because it form s a useful background for  m y own assessm en t 
o f the Institute 's p resent position  in relation  to the Training P ro je c t .

The Institute for Social R esea rch  was established  by the U niversity 
o f Natal in 1954 for  the purpose o f doing and stim ulating resea rch  in the wide 
and va ried  fie ld  o f the S ocia l S cien ces . It set upon its task with a dual 
em phasis : (a) in terd iscip lin ary  approach to and execution o f re se a rch  
p ro jects  ; (b) the training o f young graduates and their developm ent into 
experienced  and qualified  resea rch -w ork ers .

It was enabled to do so through the gen erosity  o f three main 
sponsors :

F ord  Foundation, C arnegie Foundation, National C ouncil fo r  Social 
R esea rch . The latter awarded a grant o f £ 1 0 ,5 00  over three yea rs  (o f which 
£9, 000 d erived  from  C arnegie funds) to co v e r  the cost o f  six  sch olarsh ips 
at £500 per annum each, plus £1, 500 tow ards adm inistrative and se cre ta r ia l 
expenses at £5 00 per annum. A ll this m oney con cern ed  the underm entioned 
Training schem e and Com m unity Studies.

F or the ensuing years the Institute 's active re sea rch  program m e 
centred  upon a bold ly  con ce ived  p ro je c t  involving four Com m unity Studies 
(N. C, S. R . ad hoc Grants in brackets for  each study. )

A frican  Com m unity (£795)
C oloured  Com m unity (£605)
Indian Com m unity (£530)
European Com m unity , including :

(a) A frikaans-speaking ;
(b) English speaking;
(c) C ulturally  m ixed  neighbourhood)

( £6 0 0 ) .

These studies w ere designed fo r  the p rim ary  purpose o f training 
resea rch  w ork ers ; the production  o f publishable s c ien tific  resu lts , although 
important, took second  p la ce . The p rin cip le  o f in terd iscip lin ary  training 
was further ex p ressed  by the engagem ent (with A m erican  funds) o f at least 
four prom inent A m erican  sch o la rs  as 'C onsultants' in variou s d isc ip lin es ,

I am stress in g  this p rin cip le  because it m ust be taken into co n ­
sideration  in o rd er  to a rrive  at a fa ir  a ssessm en t o f the Institute's 
p erform an ce  to date. Further evidence o f the pursuance o f this aim 
w ere the v e ry  great num ber o f sem inars attended by academ ic sta ff and 
sch olars o f d ifferent d iscip lin es in the U niversity, and esp ecia lly , the 
two S ocia l S cien ces con feren ces  (1954 and 1956) which w ere organ ised  by 
the Institute on a national sca le . H ere again, the dominant idea was
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the c r it ica l and con stru ctive  exchange o f v iew s, and person a l consultations 
on m atters relating to re sea rch  orientation  and m ethods, with the publications 
o f R eports containing the prepared  add resses  and relevant d iscu ssion s , a 
gratifying but incidental resu lt.

As far as the desem ination  o f in terd iscip lin ary  understanding o f re se a rch  
prob lem s is con cern ed  andthe appreciation  o f re se a rch  requ irem en ts and 
p o ss ib ilit ie s , the Institute has undoubtedly m ade a m a jor e ffort.

2. THE TRAINING AND RESEARCH PR O JE CT.

This p ro je c t  fared  as fo llow s :

(a) AFRICAN COMMUNITY STUDY (1954 -  1955)

This becam e a study o f Baum annville loca tion  in Durban, conducted by 
six  tra in e e -sch o la rs , superv ised  by academ ic sta ff and three su cce ss iv e  
A m erican  Consultants.
There was a heavy em phasis on in terd iscip lin a ry  training and action at 
all stages : p reparatory  planning, designing o f re se a rch  m ethods, num erous 
sem inars, fie ld  work, analysis o f data, w riting up.
The resulting ’ Baumannville R ep ort ' m ay not rank as the fin est study o f 
its kind -  although it has drawn v ery  favourable p ress  review s -  ; but it 
is evidence o f a bold  experim ent in re se a rch  training and executions which, 
in spite o f m any d ifficu lties , was duly com pleted , as planned.
An abbreviated v e rs io n  o f the rep ort (b y  M rs. A. M. C ow ley) is  in the 
P re ss  as a jo in t publication o f the Institute and the Natal R egional Survey.

(b) COLOURED COMMUNITY STUDY (1955 -  )

Initially intended to be ca rr ie d  out on s im ila r lines as the Baumannville 
survey, the in terd iscip lin a ry  aspect o f this study had to be m odified  
because o f the lack  o f suitable re se a rch  sch o la rs . O f the orig in a l team  
there was only one su rv ivor(a  soc ia l p sych o log ist). The others had left, 
or w ere leaving the Institute, in m ost cases  as the v e ry  resu lt o f the 
training they had re ce iv ed , which m ade them  e lig ib le  for vastly  better 
rem unerated em ploym ent e lsew h ere . A fter con siderab le  search ing 
one m ore  su itab le sch olar (s o c io lo g is t)  was found and the Sparks Estate 
Study was planned as a tw o-m an effort, concentrating on what appeared 
to be the dominant p rob lem  in this co lou red  com m unity, that of 
'M arginal Status' (S oc io log ica l) and 'M arginal p erson a lity ' (P sy ch o lo g ica l). 
The prin cip le  o f in terd iscip lin a ry  approach and training was m aintained, 
but its fie ld  o f application both narrow ed  and deepened. W hile the 
Baumannville survey  was la rg e ly  a 's u r fa ce ' ana lysis, the Sparks 
Estate study aim ed at deeper penetration o f s o c ia l attitudes and behaviour 
within a re s tr ic te d  fram e o f re fe re n ce . Joint e fforts  p ers is ted  through­
out planning and fie ld  w ork, which was com pleted  in 1956. Then the 
S ocio log ist (D ick ie -C la rk ) was given leave by the M inister to accept an 
academ ic appointment on the conditions that he would finalize his study 
in due cou rse . The p sych olog ist, Mann, fin ished the writing up o f his 
part in August, 1957. His rep ort (26 0 odd pages typescript) was 
cy clos ty led  in the form  o f a Ph. D. th esis , cop ies  o f  which have been 
sent to N. C. S. R. A  sum m ary o f 30 pages has been prepared  for 
journa l publications. (The still outstanding so c io lo g ica l part w ill, 
it is  hoped, be com pleted  by the end o f 1958. ) F or  this reason  
sp e c ific  authority is now requested  to ca r ry  the balance o f the funds 
a llocated  for this study (this includes the rem aining balance o f the 
Baumannville study, p rev iou sly  authorized to be used for the C oloured  
and Indian Com m unity studies) over into the financial year 1958-59.
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(c) INDIAN COMMUNITY STUDY (1956 -  )

Lack o f suitable re se a rch  sch o la rs  again prevented a broad in terd iscip lin a ry  
team  e ffort. P re lim in ary  w ork  (m ostly  on litera tu re ) was done by one 
sch olar (p o litica l so c io log y ) fo r  six  m onths, until he had to resign  from  the 
Institute. Although he was m ade to co lla te  his in form ation , the resu lting 
e ffort (nearly 200 pages typ escrip t) was not suitable fo r  publication in any 
form  without further con sid erab le  e ffort which, unfortunately, never 
m ateria lized .
F or this reason  the Institute, with the con cu rren ce  o f D r. O lck ers ,
N. C .S .R . rep resen tative , cut its lo s s e s  in this re sp e ct  and tra n sferred  
the balance o f a llocation a l funds fo r  this Com m unity Study, to a study o f 
certa in  aspects o f sch o la stic  p erform an ce  by Indian School ch ildren .
The ch o ice  o f su b ject was re a lis t ica lly  based on the sp ecia l qualifications 
and experien ce  o f C . Ramphal, an Indian teacher who started his p reparatory  
w ork in July, 1956, and finished his fie ld  w ork a year la ter . The quality 
o f his w ork is good, and has been favourably  com m en ted  on by such an 
expert as D r. B iesheuvel o f the N. I. P . R.
A  sm all section  has been w ritten up as a paper d e livered  at a con feren ce  
o f the Natal Indian T each ers  (cop ies  w ill be sent to N. C. S. R. in due co u rse ). 
The further analysis and w riting up has naturally  been slow ed down sin ce 
his resum ption  o f teaching duties. It is expected  that a first-ra te  study 
w ill em erge  and com pleted  by the end o f 1958.
In consultation with D r. B iesheuvel, it has been arranged  fo r  Ram phal to 
spend som e tim e during Septem ber or O ctober at N. I. P. R. headquarters 
in Johannesburg with regard  to the sta tistica l analysis o f som e o f his data. 
S pecific  authority i s  h ereby  requested  to ca rry  th e  balance o f the funds 
a llocated  to this study over into the financial year 1958 -  59.
M r. R am phal's p ro g re ss  rep ort, re flectin g  the position  at the end of 
August, 1957, fo llow s

"T he re se a rch  was divided into the follow ing three p ro je cts  : -
(1) The influence o f fa m ilia rity  with and e ffic ien cy  in English on in te lligen ce  

and sch o la stic  tests at the Standard VI lev e l.
(2) A com parative study o f m orning and afternoon p erform an ce  o f a group 

o f afternoon sch ool pupils on in te lligen ce  and sch o la stic  tests .
(3) The e ffects  o f late entry into sch oo l on the in tellectu al and sch o la stic  

attainm ents o f ch ildren .

The firs t  p ro je c t  involved  1, 052 pupils. M ost o f the data has a lready been 
tra n sferred  to p u n ch -cards and analysis is  p roceed in g .

The second  p ro je c t  involved 144 pupils. A ll the scr ip ts  have been sco red  
and questionnaires analysed. A  paper d escrib in g  this pro j ect and 
outlining the m ain findings was presented  to the con feren ce  o f Natal 
Indian teach ers held in July last and was w ell re ce iv e d . It is being 
rew ritten  to com p ly  with the requ irem en ts o f the U niversity.

The third p ro je c t  involved 1, 700 pupils ranging fro m  Standard II to VI. 
Scoring o f  the scr ip ts  is  p roceed in g . The questionnaires that form ed  
part o f the p ro je c t  have all been edited and the data are now being 
p ro ce sse d  fo r  tran sfer to p u n ch -ca rd s . "
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(d) EUROPEAN COMMUNITY STUDY.

As orig in a lly  planned, this would involve three p ara lle l studies o f (a) 
an Afrikaans speaking com m unity; (b) English speaking com m unity and
(c) a cu ltu ra lly  m ixed neighbourhood. Only one re se a rch  s ch o la r ,( M iss 
P h illips, a s o c io lo g is t ) was available, who began p rep ara tory  w ork in 
July, 1956. E fforts  to ca rry  the in terd iscip lin a ry  approach (present at 
the planning stage) into active fie ld  w ork  fa iled , p artly  because the N. C. S. R . 
was unable to grant an application for  a com plem en tary  p sy ch o log ica l study. 
The p rop osa l to begin the study with its third aspect (cu ltura lly  m ixed 
neighbourhood -  m entioned in the Institute 's p ro g re ss  rep ort o f August,
1956) was ca rr ie d  out. Intensive fie ld w ork  (with the help o f  re se a rch  
assistants) began after ca re fu l p reparation s, fo llow ed  by an extensive 
cam ple survey, and w ill probab ly  be com pleted  by the m iddle o f D ecem ber,
1957.
It has becom e c lea r , how ever, that the sa tis fa cto ry  com pletion  o f the 
study o f this neighbourhood alone, w ill take the sch olar con s id erab ly  
longer than was orig in a lly  anticipated fo r  the th re e -fo ld  com m unity study 
by a re se a rch  team . Under the c ircu m sta n ces , I th ere fore  con s id er  it 
u n rea listic  even to contem plate the undertaking o f the rem aining aspects 
of the orig in a l plan (i. e. the A frikaans and English speaking com m u n ities). 
M oreover, in o rd er  to ensure con cre te  resu lts  it w ill be n e ce s s a ry  to 
extend M iss P h illip s ' sch olarsh ip  for another s ix  months (until the end o f 
1958).
This involves in the f ir s t  p lace  the carry in g  over  o f the balance o f  the 
funds under this ad h oc grant, as available at 3 1 /1 2 /5 8 , into the next 
financial yea r. Secondly, the a llo ca tion  o f an additional £250 fo r  M iss 
P h illip s ' p erson a l em olum ents for July -  D ecem ber, 1958, if  the extension 
o f h er sch olarsh ip  is approved. I suggest that the latter amount be m et 
from  the unspent balance o f the C arnegie funds allotted to the Training 
P ro j ect.
A pplication  for  the M in ister 's  approval o f these p rop osa ls  is h ereb y  m ade. 
M iss P h illip s ' own p ro g re ss  rep ort (dated 19th Septem ber, 1957) fo llow s  : -

"Schedule study o f sam ple population (180 p erson s) now nearing com pletion . 
A pproxim ately  40 in terview s still to be m ade. This section  o f fie ldw ork  
should finally  be com pleted  by the end o f O ctober.
Intensive studies o f three sm all areas within the neighbourhood w ill 
involve group in terview s with ch ildren  and adolescents -  and w ill be 
m ade in O ctober and N ovem ber.
A ll fie ldw ork  is expected  to be fina lly  com pleted  by m id -D ecem b er . 
Tabulation and sorting which are being ca rr ie d  out con cu rren tly  with 
fie ldw ork  should be fina lly  com pleted  by F ebruary  -  M arch.
Final analysis and w riting up w ill probably  take between six  and eight 
m onths. "

(e) ADMINISTRATION;

In view  o f  the fact that the P ro je c t  w ill not be com pleted  until the end o f
1958, an extension  o f the grant o f £1, 500 contributing tow ards adm inistrative 
and se cre ta r ia l assistance^  which has been constantly and fu lly  engaged
in connection  with the p ro je c t ) is lik ew ise  requ ired , and application  to 
this e ffe ct  is  h ereby  m ade.
This w ill probably  not involve funds additional to those orig in a lly  approved, 
as the £1, 500 a llocated  for  this purpose is  unlikely to have been fu lly  
com m itted  by 30th June, 1958 (see  le tter No. 7 7 7 /R /2 9 /1  o f 4 /6 /1 9 5 7 ).



3. SUM MARY:

No m eeting o f the U niversity 's  ad hoc com m ittee together with D r. (Dickers,
N. C .S .R . representative , was held this year. Instead the E xecutive C om m ittee 
o f the Institute m et sev era l tim es, and the D irector  o f the Institute m et D r.
(Dickers in P re to r ia  in July for  a full and frank d iscu ssion , which the latter 
con sidered  adequate. D r. (Dickers agreed  that ev ery  e ffort should be m ade to 
wind up the p ro je ct  as sa tis fa cto r ily  as p oss ib le  and within the n a rrow er lim its  
into which circu m stan ce  (m ainly staff turnover and shortage) had fo rce d  the 
Institute, and to concentrate on con crete  and publishable resu lts .

I have tried  to a ssess  the o v e r -a ll  position  re a lis t ica lly  and find that,with 
the exception  o f the Indian and European 'com m u n ity1 studies, the program m e 
w ill be com pleted  substantially in the fo rm  it had orig in a lly  been set out.
With regard  to the latter two stud ies: the firs t  one o f these has seen a com plete  
change o f plans, the second  a n a rrow er focus and concent rati on on the m ost 
im portant o f its three orig in a l a sp ects . In both these ca ses , how ever, (as w ell 
as the rem aining part o f the C oloured  Com m unity study), con crete  and im portant 
resu lts w ill m a teria lize , provided  the tim e and funds a llocated  to the p ro je c t  
are extended until the- end o f 195 8.

It cannot be denied that the rea liza tion  of.the p ro je c t  is fa lling short o f 
its orig in al expectations. So far the Institute has been 'short* on con crete  
(i. e . published or publishable) resu lts ; but it is con s id erab ly  'lo n g e r ' on 
intangible ach ievem ents (training etc) than su p erfic ia l knowledge o f its activ ities 
m ight indicate -  the ex trem ely  high tu rn -ov er  o f re se a rch  w ork ers  is , in a 
p erv erse  sense, evidence o f the truth o f this statem ent.

In its c ir cu la r  letter E .7 7 7 /R /1 0 /1  o f June, 1956, the N. C. S. R. stated :
. .............. I the C om m ittee was again im p re sse d  by the n e ce ss ity  for  the
establishm ent o f perm anent, fu ll-t im e  re se a rch  institutes, w here tra ined  re se a rch  
w orkers could find a ca re e r , and w here lo n g -te rm  re se a rch  p rogram m es could 
be drawn up and ca rr ie d  out over a num ber o f y ea rs . 1 (M y ita lics )

At the present day there is a seriou s  shortage o f good and potentia lly  good 
re se a rch  person n el in the S ocia l S cien ces . The U niversity o f Natal did establish  
a perm anent and fu ll-tim e  re se a rch  institute and recen tly  appointed a fu ll-t im e  
D irector  to d irect its a ctiv it ies . But its exp erien ce  has made it abundantly c le a r  
that lon g -te rm  re se a rch  p rogram m es are a hazardous undertaking unless the 
continuity o f re se a rch  p ersonn el can be ensured, A cadem ic staff is  unfortunately 
not yet in a position  active ly  to participate  in fu ll-tim e  re se a rch  fo r  m ore  than 
a s tr ic t ly  lim ited  p eriod  at a tim e ; and good (or potentia lly  good) re se a rch  
person n el can hardly  be expected  to m ake re se a rc h  their ca re e r , unless they are 
paid on a com petitive b a s is . It is in this re sp ect, that the N. C. S. R . , by 
lib era liz in g  its sch olarsh ip  em olum ents could  vastly  in crea se  the chances that 
its invaluable contributions to S ocia l R esea rch  and the training o f ca re e r  resea rch  
w ork ers , would indeed lead  to con cre te  resu lts ,

A financia l statem ent is attached to this rep ort (Annexure B).
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J. F. H ollem an.
D irecto r .

INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH.

25th Septem ber, 1957. 
/HES.
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