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by 
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Il'l"TRODU CS:IOU : 

It is now thirty years since 1957 when -'.;he l' iTst 

black count ry Ghana achieved her formal· political independence 

under the dynami c patriotic nationalist leadership of Kwame 

Nkrumah . The achievement of formal independen ce by Ghana was 

hailed everywhere in Africa, in the progressive anti-imperialist 

world an d by the anti-colonial movements within the imperiali st 

world. But t his achievement was not welcome among the 

imperialist circles in the colonial powers in particular and in 

the '.les t in general e 

The achievement was welcome in Africa because since the 

end of the Second World War African nationalist ~ had sworn 

to lib e rate the continent and the people from i:' o re i Gn domination 

and exploi tat ion . This determination was cle a rly s t ated in 

a De claration to Colonial Powers adopted by th~ Pan- African 

CongreEl c- he l d at Manchester in Britain in 1945. It was stated 

that Af1·ic .:.111r:; we r e determined to be free ; they v1an t 0d education; 

the right t o earn a decent living ; the right to express their 

thoughts nnd emotions, to adopt and crea~forms of beauty. 

The Congre ss1 which was attended by the t hen leading African 

patriot ic nat ;_on ulists and Trade Union le ader s from A±'rica, the 
; _ 

:Leadin~ Ai ro- Ameri can and Afro-Carril~bean nat~onalists , and 

member8 of p rog:tessive anti-colonial movemen·c_s fr oI!l. Europe , 

demanded : 
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l'o r Bl a ck Africa autonomy and in dependen ce 
s o fa r and no further than i t is p o ssib l e 
in this one worl d for g roups of peoples 
t o rul e themselves subject to inevi table·· 
yiorl d uni ty and fe.derat i on . 

It was cl early stated tha t Africans we re 1 un ~i l l inc to starve 

any l an ce r while doing the worl d 1 s druggery , · i n order to support 

by t heir 1pove r ty and i gnorance a false a ristocretcy and a 

discarded capi talism 1 • The declar ati on t hei'efo:ce , condemned 

tho c':::i. l) itnliat s;wnt o:1 - the in ternationol c ap i ·:; cili1::t _exploit i ve 

networlc - •. ,hi ch had bred imperi a lisrr. which culruin~·:;c d into the 

two deva~:rtating world wars Africans we re f o r ced ~o yar t icipate 

in by the i r r espe ctive coloni a l mast e rs in dc ~ence of nationa l 

independen c e , se l f - dete rmination, freedom and democra cy -

valuec which were upheld\ by both the soci e.lis·c and the ca.p i ta.list 

worl ds which allied togethe r i n the strue;gle against Hazi German 

fascist dictatorship . The Manche st e r Con:::;re er; ',:;J.1crefore called 

f or 1 e conomic demo cra cy . • • • as the only r e al derao c i~acy . 1 

AccordinGl Y all the p articipants p l edeed· them~elve s t o struggle 

i n every way they could 1f or fr ee dom , demo cracy ::illd social 

betterment 1 of the African people . Thus a s one o:'.:' ·c :1e l eading 

parti cipan·~~ s and secre tarie s to the Congre s':', the l ate Ge oge 

Padume fr om the Carri be an de cl a r c d: 1 At lone; l a1t ·che die 

had been cas t and the i ssue joine d. 1 (B. c::.a.l'J. .'._; o n o.chyo 1976 : 7- 8 ) 

Ghcno. 1 s a ch i evement wa s oppose d runong the imperi o.li st circl es 

in the \1est , be cause , during the Se c ond 1/orl d . \ .'8. :c . ..Juropean 

ooloni0l p ov1e r-s - Bri t ci.in , France and Bel Giu.m, rediscovered 

Africc. . '1.'hus afte r t he war , 

·\fhile i\.fri ca s truggled for a taste of th e 
:D' our Freedoms so widely heralded during 
the wo.r , Europe at the end of the conf lic t 
fa clil'd the p roblem of bankruptcy. Hov·1 t o 
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~ol ve j t? Once again as in the l aot 
quar~er of the nine teertth century, ·. 
s·~atc '5lllen and fina»cie rs in London 
Paris and Bruspe ls turned toward Africa, 

Since the . European . imp e rialists had met with great di sappoint-

ment in Asia where they had been severely defea"-ed by the 

nationalist for ce s, they had now to turn to Africa . An organ 

of the Prench capital France Overseas -therefore no·~cd that "the 

European heart started to beat for the Afri cn.n continent 11 • 

(w • .A . Hun t on 1960 : 64) 

Conservative and reactionary Africans t oo, also opposed 

Gha.nu 1 s a '!Zhievement. The African Kin g s , ch i efs , religio'us 

l eaders and pseudo-intellectuals who had be en suc cess fully 

incorporated into the colonial system as loyal servants , were 

strongly ago.inst formal independence . The Kin ;:; s n.nd chiefs 

whom the coloni a l regimes relied upon as sl avc- dTiYers under 

the sys:tem of indi re ct rule , to control the !.fric~'l mas ses 

in the in ·cerest' of coloni al rule and exploi to.ti on , we re sca red 

of the dynamic no.tionalistleaders like lJkrumo.h , of Ghana, Azikiwe 

of Hi c;cria, Nusazi of Uganda and Kenyatta of I~enya , For the 

Kin .:.; s and chiefs such nationalists we r e a 1 t hre a t 1 to their 

(chiefs) 8tatus quo and vested interests an d pri vileges 

protect ed by the colonia l governors . Relig i ous leaders , 

looking t o the White missionaries o.s their ment ors and naively 

believihG in the distorted Christianity fro~ . ::Su rope nhich merely 

served as a weapon. of i;·1~)orio. li n t j}ci1ctrrct io , 'douin:'.tion .:::.nd 

exploi to.tion of the Africans, sided wi th llhi l~e m.i~sionarie s 

to fiGht against the no.tionill.iat c:rusade for indcpende~ ce 

which they dubbed communist in the name of CT od l ! Thus, 

condernn~~g the anti- nationalist missiona ry ~ctivi ties in the 

co ol'.li es. the British Chri s tian Socialtsts no -~ed : 
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••• , Christians in Briti.ain shoul d i n .::i 2t -;;h o. -:; ·che 
t;roat mi s" ion nry _s ocieti e s~ which cond M·:;ly o:p peal 
f or money :f: rom Church people , should cease ~ o 

operate 2. pol icy unde r which some of ·choir .:i.c;ent, 8 

arc il1 effe c t , "pri s on chap l ain s 11 proclo.ir.U_ng i n 
tl1e ne.m.o of Chri st cnpi tul o.t i on to forci ;:n ru l e . 
(emphCT.si o mi ne) (l\fachyo , i bid . p . 9) 

":'he Af ri co.n pseudo- intell i gntsia. throughou-"· -;;:1e ir e ducation al 
system had be en conditioned to de spise all -~ l1inrsr; .;\l'ri can , to 
fee l inlfif;)rior to the Whi tes 9 in ordo r to nc :cvo tho coloni a l 

syotom on loyal se rvants . Thi s p oint wa s very vwll exp r e ssed 

by Hzoc l i y~::ce re when he wrot e of coloni o.l e<luc <..c ion that 

It V'lns not desi gn e d to p r epar e 
youn0 _peop l e for the se rvice of the ir 
coun ":; ry; instead, i t wns mot i vat ed 
by a. do oire to inculca t e the v~lue 
of the coloni a l society o.nd t o 
tro.in individual s for the se rvi ce 
of the colonia l state •• , the stnte 
incerebt in educo.t ion tharefo re 
steBmcia f rom the n ee d fo r lo cal 
clerks , o.nd junior off ici o.ls; on 
top of that , various r elig i ous g r oupo 
·:w:_ e int e r este d in spreo.:chng li t ero.cy o.n<l 
o-··.her education o.s part of their 
evoJ1c_;e li cal ·work . (r.1u chy o Mi ssiona.ry 
EdL: c: 1 976 ; 36 ) 

In othe r r1ords coloni o.l educo.tion never developed cri t ict'.l 

awarene s s of the no.t i ve ali te s . This would 11:-·.ve been dangerous 

to colo~1i~\l rul e . I ts obj e ctives \.vo. s therefor e not t o conscientize , 

but to domesticate , to instill a slo.ve ment ali ty , o. dependen ce 

perconcli~y . It wa.s,therefore 

n fonn oi' domin o. t i on , o. form of supp:;:'e s :i.Oil of 
pcrson::i.l i ty , indi vi duo.l will ond indi vidu2.i 
a.2pi ta.t i ons , and even, to o. certain e:x:tent , 
o. 110t~1<_?d of domino.tion ; n method oi·. ll rHicinc; 
the individunl i nt o ::iubmis s ion wi th res\ cc ·c t o 
ele~enj;s of p owe r , (Mo.k o.renko 1 965: 55 J 

':':'hi s p oint can n ot be better supported 1Jy ctno~;hcr authority 

than by ';he confess ion of a Bel gi nm Mi ssion I:c;r . 1:oc l ens who 

n oted v1i ·'.~h spo ci o.l hope c:.t the he i ght of the ::tru~gle for 

· ndc end on ce in Cone,o (now Zr~ir cl, the fa.ct tll:i.-C ·f;hc en t ire 
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thct only Christian - o~thmlic religion 
ba!:;od on authority , is cap a.ble of cho.n c;inG 
n at i vo mont o.li ty , of giving to our Afric2x1s 
a clear and intimate consciousness !Df their 
du t ies, of inspiring in them respect for­
f\U-Ch or:i ty o.nd n spi:ti t of .loyalty t owards 
Be l gium. (ibid : 47) 

Hence \fal ·cor Hodney was ri ght to condem.tlt colonial s chooling, ns 

1 e duco..t ion for subordination, exploi t o.t i on , the crno.tion of 

mental confusion and the development o_ underdeve lopment . ·' 

(Radney 1972: 64) Indeed o.s the English 1-1.:::adriv.s·co r of Buda 

Rev : H. W. \7eo.therhead once admitted , the conc (.) rn o ::: both the 

British C-ovcrnment o.nd the Missions, wac for tho boys • , ~ to 

be true t o the Empi:te to which they belong.' '::he boys who 

were -·~2ken from Chiefly homes we r e to be trained o.s future 

chiefs viho would succeed their ~athers . (i biL1: 29) 

The Afri can pseudo - intellingentsia rms thus deliberately 

prepa:ted by t he colonia l educ at ion system t o bo o. slave drive r 

in t ho "'ervico of imp erialism. Otherwise, as Robert IVI oe teno 

once co rrectly pointed out , tho colonia l oduc 2:c o rr:: feared to 

produce a nationalist intelligentsia. . The reason was that 

'such a g~oup 1 was 1 capabl e of synthesizing ·:;ho con ·cradiction of 

ihdiGcnou 9 Afri can culture and European impo1"·cc c.1 culture to 

produce . o. new i nterpretation of colon i al i"co.lity . 1 (ibid: 46) 

Tho.t was the reci.l r eason behind t he mi ssio.nary 1 s s ~ ru.ggle 

o.c;ainst ·'.;ho elements of Afriflah cultural hcri ":c.::;o \-1 ~ 1ich we re 

not in t he interest of colonia l :tule end exploi·c2:cion , in 

the name of Godi For a s Gust av Jahoda (1961 :95) pointed out , 

' The cru...'r of the matt e r is ' tho. t the mentality . o:2 -~he inhabitants 

was vi cwc~~ by the a.gent s b::f imperialism in i ·cR coloni a l from 

' o.s an obstacle ih the e conomic devclopmont o ~ ·she e c onomy. 
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From t~h s r· tand p oint we shoul d therefore, n o-;:;e J;:1~'.t I soliLl'.e 

(Afric nn - :JC ) customs were not only pri mi t i ve .:;H1 unch :ci s tian , 

but alfJO ann oying to emp loye r s . 1 Seys Jnho du (p p . cit ) . 

::?onno.l i ndependence did not chon se tho -:-.-"/.:i ·';ude of the 

imperi o.li~ ~ s t oward~ Africa , n e i the r did i t u;fe ct t h a t of the 

kinc;c , ~he t r ndi tiono.l chi ef s , the re lisiou:~ l co.dc :;.~s and t he 

pseudo- in ·:;e llj_ ,zentsi c. . This i s be co.use the o. c ~'lie-.romont of 

f orm ::-cl in ~cp en dence v-m s not 'l gen uine libcn'.t in :.; c 0nt , i t wa s 

not n'~ rct.nCJ:f o rmntion of' the coloni a l relc.t i on<" , i ~ ;;10.s me r ely 
i . 

a ~fonn , c:. ch~111 ge of gu a rds, which l eft ·the CJ.1-i:; i - Af ric cl.h 

indopendon~o f o rce s in t a ct un de r the n ow f orm o:Z .i.111po ri a.li sm we 

no w 1G1o v1 n s He o- Col oni o.ll:i sm. 

I t is i n the ligh t of the forego ing -·~11: .-;; rie s l1oul d b ri ef l y 

cxruni ne the r eal basis of 1 In te rn ::il Confli ct 1 i n ;,:::·r1ca. Ou r 

the s is i -· -·~11::i.t wherea s the r e l at ion s under p:c'v - col o~ j_ al Af rican 

soci eti e s narc b2se d on the s t rug~lo for ~ n i ch sens e of 

soci '11 re £pons i bi l i ty , f or the m:li n tancnce of coopor::-. t ion , 

harmony ol1d i'o.i J.~ she.ring of the p ro duct o:L' coll cc ·-. ive effort -

the r;o cic.l produ ct , the col oni a l system d0 s tru yo d ·Ghis rc l ci.t ionship 

nnd c ren. ';e d so cio-·e c onom.i c con di t i ons v1ltii ch a.re TO s;;>onsi b l e 

f o r -l;he deve lopm ent of o. kind of cl a ss .-: '·ru.:_.: l e r1~1ich i s 

mo.::i i fc -; -~ed in so-co.lle d tri bal or e t hni c, .:::nu :;.·c li :.:,ious conflicts 

in p rn sent do.y Afric o. , That the African pseudo- intelli gent si o. 

or the po tt y bourgeoi_gi£ cl nss ho.vins doYolppod un de r coloni a l 

socio- o cono@i c con di t ions ~hich prevented t hnt c l ~ nn deve loping 

t o n leyel ol cri t i cal awa r en e ss , i s c dependent cl ~ss , s e l f 

centred, GGOistic o.nd sGlf i sh E'Jld the r efore i nc. ··.p;:.'.:l l e of a dva-

nc i ni; p o s->colonial Af ric Wl soci e ty to un i ty :--.nJ .::; enuino 

lib c ro.ti on . 
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Beco.u sc b~ i t s ve ry n o.ture i t h~s nothing constructive to offer 

t o the pe ople othe r tha.n to exploit ethnic _o.nd reliGious senti-

monts run onc; the mo.ss e s for it s ovvm. clnss o.dvcn ce!:tent ; end tho.t 

the mnsse. s easily r e spond to the cn.11 of ·chc petty bourge oisi e 

ih te rm c oI ethnic conflict s be e n.u s e of the f o rners 1 st ruggl e 

f or ~ro.l itl en~i ty - hence th~fco.r of . cul tur2l d. omin o.t i ~. ~n 
by o ·:;her appo.ren tly more pow·e rful cul turo.l groups . And 

f innlly that the neo- col l'lio.iist agents expl oi -~ -~l10 depen dent 

men·to.li·'.-y 2i;d .the r e fore :ideologj. ca l baclciao.rc1.110-:-;-:; ofp he petty 

b ourge oi ,ie , o.nd the n eed fo r cultural i dent i t~' of tho v a rious 

n ntionali ty ih orde r to divi de and rule an d ·1;horefore a dvance 

imp eri c.li c;::t iht e rest under ne o-col oni a l reL~t ion 'J • Finally, 

that to e limi nate these conf lic.ts calls for . firs ·c nnd f oremost , 

t he eliminntion of the petty bourgeoi se · cl :,sc Y1~1ich fo.n s and 

service s in the se conf lictS' and thus c reates L~vournble 

conditions for imp e ri alist domination . 

I 

The fc.i:ihion in post- coloni a l Africa i 13 t o bl ome what ever 

ho.a gone wro~g on the Africans themselven . In i'o. c ·i; , since the 

s l o.vc tro.de oomc · three cen turi e s ago , Afr icans cont inue to be 

blamed f o r the i r own misfortunes , whi l e foreigners o.rc gi ven 

credit for the Afri cans ' salvntion , civilisation , progre ss and 

the like . Thus the slave trade is bl c.mcd on ·:~he Africans themselve s, 

then on -~he Arabs , and l east on /he Eu ropeans . ~he end of t ho.t 

notorious trn.de i s credi t od with tho Europ c~s ~·o tho.t the l!;c t ims 

of the t rode did nothing t o st op i t l Coloni s ation is p r esent 

o.s n 1 civilising mi ssion ' nnd t here:f:o re n s a. 1 \'llli ~ e man ' s 

bu ... ·dcn ' . 
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Bu t the Afri cc.n s who t ook , up o. r ms . t o r esi st it :-.:;~a p ortrayed 

o.s hec.-chens rebe l s : the As hant i Ki n g s , ,che IIere r o )80p l c , 

t he Chnl:o. 211d the Zu l u nnti-impe ri c.li st S"c:·n::;c; l c , ne:i r h ome 

·· the Ko.bnl c;;o. ::ind Mwa.n go. struggl e s etc , 1. t he -=; e c.::.:'e dep icte d 

i s Mti -pro~ress f'or c es . When i t come to poi;c- war nati on o.l i s t 

independonce s truggl es t he l eader·s - Nkurur.1Dl1r; , i~usc.z i , 

Keny'-.tto. , LuLwmba. c:nd ot hers a.re p r esented o.s 1 evil doe_ rs 1 , 

a s deru. C"!go c;uo s , c.n ti - p rog r ess , :fo.ilu. r es , i n lL:' c , ve1~2ndo.h b oy s , 

O.Gi·co.t o r ~ , ·.E.2Pll'mni sts an d the like 1 who nre e::e1f- so c!cc rs 1 

o.nd tl1o re f. o:i.'o ' mi s l eadi ng the peop l e 1 • Un0.-::-::.:· n oo- col on i c.l 

libo r c_-:-..:_ on struggl es , independen ce i s pre2en·~cd o.s c. gi ft 

from tho colon i a l po wers , ni d i s pre 3ent cd ::.er: c. 1.l:.l?-.£:10l1i to.rian 

CXp re; "' ·':' i on from the~i Ch peopl e in tho CC.p i t ~'.l i ,.-r, ~. IC '~t to t ho 

poor in ·.ho s o- c ~ll ed Thi r d Worl d . The pc o~ l e ol the l at t e r 

a. re the refore expe cted t o be gr o.t efu. l t o t;ic i r bencf .-.cto r s -

the :':li d donor :;; . Any expressi on of ingrc.ti tu. do 1:-o c .:~uac .:."?.id 

is di [: covcred t o be <:.~ weapon of i mpe r iali sm ( ll2~r-cer) i s 

..,tronGl~' l' ro\ined o.t by · t he ' don o r s ' :--l1 d tl~e ir loe ·:>.l o.lli e s, 

t he pot,,-y 1J ou r ge Oi s elements who a r e the lo cc.l ~jc~1ef i ci nr i e s 

of 1:he in :;c:m at i ono.l exp l oi t i ve ne t wo r k . For o.. s ::?rofess or 

Admc.n Cu:cle r;o_y s I The exploi tive netwo rl~ i 8 ~- ne·:;-:1o:ck be c ·mse 

t ho clj_tc"' 1,-1:.1i ch most l y menns the e duc ~'. t ed el_i,_,:~er: o:C the 

poor nn~ions ::. r e sucked into the rich coun~rieo 1 e conomic 

.hthin thnt cystem ' thes e elites fro~ poor ~ati on s 

1 s c rve c s the loca l ngcn ts of tho g r eet corpor_tions ' - the 

mul tinc_·:;iOi!c.ls ~ MN C - 1o r a s tho off ic2- 2.l~~ rbo f::.c~_lito.te (the ) 

C<:.'11C U1'0\J."'. ~l'OWth 1 Of theee COrpOI'~l.tions . (p. 4) 
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I'urt~1er on he e lnborc.tes, r eferring to t~1.o pos-~ - coloni o.l role 

p l o.yed by ·~he loca l eli tes . After fonn nl col on:~o.l rule the 

coloni al ope r a tors , the governor s , ::ind tl1e i :c officials v1ere 

·':he ref ore <10-ccs: 

As the r e present a tives of t h0 ri ch 
no.~ions in the poor coun t ri e s (cx- c olo~ie~ - BC) 
in crease d in .numbe rs , a s the col onial oIEicinls 
we1°e replace d with t echni cnl experts , Eo _'e i@l 
advi se rs, r ep r esent a tive of o. ~o ~t of o.ccnc i es 
and above all by busi nes s men , so n ::cq oli te 
'u e con t o eme r ge . 

Thi s n ew elite consists of 1loc o.l agcn".; s oi' fo:.'cic;n corporation, 

officio.ls v1ho smoothed the way , mi n i sters ~'.:'.le~ o -t.~rn r ~ whose 

g ood \'Jill it was desirable to pu rurl.1.::i. s e, l abour l o::i.dcrs who 

could control the wo rk ers .' Add to tho.t rcli c;io~1 s l co.ders 

finc.ncic.lly supp orted by fo r ei ·gn e r s who con :~inuc ·co proe- ch 

the word of the white man in the n ame of God ~·.ricl Glm s se rve 

to kill the nnt ional i s t t emp o and enthesi£.sm of the masse s 

and ccll t h em in to sleep to f ncili tnte ne :)- colonio.l e:xploi t at ion . 

Curl e ~hc~efor e , corre ctly observes thst: I ~ is t~i s g roup 

the;.t ho.'1 :cor;.lly profited from a i d and foreign ihi'e-:itment . 

How have ~~ey benefit ed? Th ey h Qve done so ~~rou3h local 

con trac +;A , the gif ts; f rom their friend ovo :c· .-:c~·.r.:· , 1 ti10 h i gh 

s a l o..rie ~ , ·~ he pri vi l e ges , the op p ortuni t i es fo1· ·:;1·:,vcl , ::ind 

scholnrE"~hp si abroo.d , the chances to i nvc<>t , • • • , So when 

the lcadc :c ri of the Nnt i onal Li b e ration or _.L C<::i ~ .. :-. ·.nee r.lovements 

o.ttnclc cont inued i mpe ri a list rel nt i ons ns -<;he ::..'c'.:'..l c c.use of 

our in ·~~c rnnl conf licts and the r efore e conomic ._,__vie~ :)Qli ti c a l 

backvmrdness , this benofici ar'i es will autoru~:i.:~j_c::-.lly o.lly with 

their I o:c·ei.:;n men tors 8.lld b enefactors t o r e -=:i '.::: :.: c:1anc;e , 
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They will ~he ref ore at t a ck the l enders of pro cre~sive nat i onal 

movcmont!J ;:;E:leking genuine indepen den ce end dc vc lo::;>racnt as 

bandi·cs, p owe r hu:1g ry , ::ie l f - seeke r s , communi :-"cs c·i; c . , in an 

effort to justify the faocist o.ttroci tics -(;~1cy c. :..'c pe::rpe trating 

on tho rc.2..-.~·os of people who a.re strugglin ::; i or ~;i1z.: i r democ r a tic 

riG~1t ::: 2,nd c enuine n c.tiono.l libe ro.t i on . 

~he f_.ci i s thnt the i mperi a list pract ice of justifying 

-~he ir ) l ;_i_nc1e r of Af rico.n resources by bl 011L-C -';he Afri cnn s 

f or ti1ei:::.' mL::ifortune i s :::i. s old o.s ' the s l ave tro.cl.c , As ;'la rx 

~1ro te , ::..:..wn ;?; the fci.c tors which contri bu ted to -·~:1e Browth of 

enrl y ca_:i i ';:tli sm was the tra de i n Af ri cnnr; <.'. s comno di t i e s . 

This :;:l '.'.ve t r ade was howeve r , ju.stificd on - · ~ ~1e ~\ristot c. liun 

philosophy of some pe ople havi n g been born n::.c:·;ur_:l ci l o.ves ; 

on t he Catholic Chri stian doctrine of hco."'.:;hens he.vine; no 

soul s o.nd ':he r e fo r e just i fying the ri ght of Cl1 ri r··i; i o.'1 nation s 

to on s l f'.v e t l10m . 

Hor1e ve r , the attitude of the we s t townrds ~\fri ca.n s h a s 

been essent i ally du e to the fo. c t th at to j u.- t i:L'y t~rn ir dominnnce 

o.nd cx~1l oi ·';ation of our bumnn o.nd n atura l i·csou:cccs they ho.ve 

a l wc.ys re g;:i'ded and treated us c.s small chil drer: \i~lO have 

fo.i l od t o :::;rov1 up . They t he r efore t hink tl1c.t t;10y !::now be tt e r 

what is c op d fo r u s . They shoul d t herefore draw up the 

development mode l for us to c opy and i r.::i i t::'.:ce li~~c o. aonkey 

does n 1.wn J Any departure from such o. model ir:· strongly r e sented 

nnd ob c- +.ru c ted by the u :::e of for ce if nece-:: ':'ary _,_ L1 Io.ct 

wha t the riest mcnns by deve lopment in Africa. , ic -:~ o cre::i.te -

to develop - a black Europ ean or Ame rican , '.2hu'J :L or the 

Af r i c C'n petty bou r ge oi s i e deve l opment monnc , o.~1d is in f ::i. ct 

seem, o.s being .synonimous wi th ve st e rni sa-~ion . :JL1t as Basil 
--- , ____ .:i • 
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'I' he se convictions ma.Y-· now se'cm ""gre-ntly · -
op en to question . The fact remni n c 
t hnt they and their underlying moti ve:c ion s 
have gon e fnr to form the gene r a l cul ·i;ure of 
the 11 0.dvanced" countries, nnd 
even , h e re and the re , the general 

cu l tu r e of the back ward countri e s . If 
nothing e lse , they ho.ve given 
ri se to n l arg~ numb e r of misun de~cto.ndi~g s 

about the nature of the p roblems ol any 
othe r pnrt of the 11 Third World. 11 

He t he ref ore cont inued to obs erve that ' These problems a.re 

thus presented , and widely accepted, a s ri .s·inc; chiefly from 

a fo.i l~re -;;o deve lop whc.t o.lreo.dy exists: } rorn n failu r e , 

!ho.t i2 , t o enlarge and expan d nn existine; oocial 811 d e conomic 

struc·cures Md in te rn a tion a l rel at i ons wi tho:.~t a1~y fundament a l 

chanr-: e ! The failure to develop ac cording to this rnodel is 

therefore n ot attributed to tha t colonia l soci o- economi c 

system, but as Davidson s ay s: 

tli.e wea:iaie-~s"""of --this ' or ""t110.t"-re'3iL.'1e ; -,-. 
the corruption of this or that in di vidual , 
t~e dissidence of this or thct g roup , 
o r simply the fecklessne ss of p opulc.~ ion s 

"who do not live ns " 

tho Yfe st l.i ve s . In othe r word s the bl.o.rne f or lnilure is put 

on ' intc1·;.1al conf licts , 1 othnici ty , rel i Gi ou:::; nnd other 

difference s r1hi ch o.re nl•O bound in devc lopec~ countries . Or 

what (}oran Hyclen (198 7 :82) c o.lls 11The E conoray o:i:' o.ffection . 1 

But as D~vidson corre ctly asserts. ' All t:i.1is occms to b e a 

mi oconcemption of how things r enlly arc . :ie co.uoc: 

' .. 

' 
The problems of poli tic o.lly indepcn dcn -t; 
Alrico. ••• a rise in no eooontio.l 
w<J.y f r om o. failure to develop nha:c 
.:.l rea.dy exists. This i s becni.1se \'1:1ect 
a lready exists , in the sense of EOcio-
c cono0 1 c system or o.rticul a.tcd nu t ioaal 
«t ructure , is not co.p ::i.b l e of devolo1)me~~' 
cann ot b e come a vi ab l e means of gener.:.l 
~regress , offe rs no r e l iabl e founc: c<: ion 
for a. better future , (op . cit) _ 
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Be cau se, infect , what nlreo.dy exists i n post- colo~i ~l Afri ca 

1 is ei ·~her o...Yl inheri tence from a world thfft i ::i lL'. ~t, - a 

wo rl d of abnkulu b 1 e bika (clan Leaders) or ·::ho :-:e:ro l y peripheral 

fragment sir fragments of an inte rn o.tiona.l sy"·~om built and 

con trolled f or tho benefit of non- Af ricans . 1 () . 5) f or the 

benefi 7, of ·(;ho controll e rs of the in tc :cn2.t i on2l cxploi t i ve 

not r1ork , 'l'l10 truth i .s thc..t 1 the p:::. st c211r_ ot 'uo ::-cco.llcd , 

h owcv c1· vo.lid it may once have been , 1 And ~ro·c 1 the pe ripheral 

fro.gi::ien ta 1 - -:_;ho p r e sent neo- colonio.l DO cio- c co~1oni c ::;yet em , 

1 c211no·;· be m ~1de t o develop: cann ot thom 'JC l vcs , - :~~1 .. ·. t ic l ead 

to sY .'J~om ·! which will b e viable an d E:XpDXl'..: i ve be c~uGe they 

will a~o b o ~e lf- generating , ~ovo rei gn i n ~ ~c ir crio i cec of 

option•: ~·nd independent in their co.p o.city ";o cl1cu1..:se . 1 (p . 5) 

Accordin :;l y , i f p rogr ecnT ' i D t o be o.chi oved ·';ho:ce i s n ee d 

for ct fund~:ien ·s 8.l change, fo r o. del .:j,p.ko.ge frow. ~he oppressor 

systen in ·c o r1hich i mperi a :\-isL1 hns entMGle cl. U!:: , 

Thuo when we dccJ.Wi th in ternal conflicts in ,\fri ca i t is 

i mp or t oJ1t t l:..o. t we s t a rt by exo.mining t heir t rue roo ·~ in the 

external condit i ons which constitute the £ recent in Af rica. 

The ce condi t iono a.re thos e i mposed by tho colo:1 i o.l s y stem on 

the African pre-cep i tal i :::t soc i e ti e s . Tho very coi.1di tions 

which c1c;clop underdevelopp1ent in Af ric a . 

'L' he pro - col oni a l Afrj_ca V/C..G essenti o.ll y o.. ~n·c - co..p it o.list 

society w~1oso domino.nt r elntion shi p wo..s bc.'.C~ :; d. on coll e ctive 

coru11ui.10.l in t ere sts , coope:cation i n <;o rk, ' Bu-~uc..:.l l: e l p r;mtuo.l 

r e s::;i o ct o.nd t ruot , an.d f::i.ir sharing o:L the collcc·~ ivo me ans 

of sub '"'i -tcnce - 1££.£. The spiri t of inch vi_Q._u_Q:_l_:i,_sEl_wl1ich is 

'.;he i doolo,-:; ic o.l basis of c o.p i to.lir:t p1~od'..J. c ·":L on l'CL ctions vm s 

'.l s yE:: t -': o de v e l op , Lo.nd, vms _no t only a callee · iYO asse t where 

t:10 k i r..c; •:, c~1icffl or cl ~'ll l ende rs were mere ·~1-'l). ctco s fo r the 
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mutual help , comauno.l vm rk teams and tho di~::;-~ribution of the 

soci a l produ c t - .:i.s manife "ted i n the sl1ari nc o -J. cl an meat . 

Di s·~ribu·';i~~ of land amou,g indi v i duo.l forili l ios vi a. :.; based on 

t he principle of fo.i r sharing of the good 011d ;u ;:_~ rgino.l l i:tnd 

and meeting the pe ople 1 s n eeds . We can s::-.fely s ay -::;~1Clt the 

di1;,-t ri bu-~ion npp ro o.ched clo sely the r u le . fr:~m __ o_":_cJ1 o.c cording 

to hi s v1ork to ea.ch o.c oording t o hi s needs , ::? eo,)lo knew cl enrly 

we ll -:~h - J~ they ho.d to wo rk in orde r t o eo.t . :'.:JL'.Dour was not 

only ".;he <JOUr ce of li v e l:ihood end progress bu··; i. ·~ wo.s nlso 

respec ~ cd . Lo. zy peop l e were not , therefore £es~cc ~o d i n 

so ciety . ~ho qunli ty of African Educ nt i on, as ~~odnoy described 

it 

v1a.s its · r e l evan ce to Afri cans in 
sho.rp con tro.st with what was 
l ater introduc e d. The followi ng 
features of in di genous Af rican 
e duc at i on can be cons i dered 
outstanding : i ts clo ae link 
with so ci o.l life , b oth· in oo.tcrio.l 
and. sp i r ituo.l sense; its collec ·~ive 

n .-:i. t uro; i t s nnny sidene ss; nnd 
i ·~ s progre s s i ve developaent in 
uniformity with the su cce s sive 
s t o.0es of physi cal emot i ono.l and 
iilel1t a l development of ch.ilid. 

In -~his oduc.::ctionnl sys t em , . "There was no :::oper .::i:~ion of 

edu cati on and product i ve activity or any divi~ion between 

monuo.l ::-ind in tell octuo.l education . 1 Thus i t co.n be seen tho.t 

unlike coloni nl educati on: 1 Al together , -~hrou ::;h r.12inly 

informnl __ moD.l1s , pre-col oni al · African educ.::-;~ion r:i _,-:;chod the 

ro nli t i cs o:L pre - coloni a l Af:i'icn.n soci ety 011i.l p::..'oduced v1e ll-

roun(ed p o r~onalities to f it into thnt society , 1 

In other words , the pre- coloni a l education r:~ · s -~e;:i p:r·odu ced • 

people wh o v1cTo highly socially cons cioui;:: r.nd responsib l e , 

wi .th n hiG;h l evel of cti ti c o.l consciousness , ocl :i:' - confident , 
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self- rc~pe c t ~ s e~ se of i ndep enden t judgenent end trust in t he 

possibili t i eo of their own soci ety c:tnd people ~::' or nutua.l 

develop11ont end p rog r e ss . 

Be c2.uso the i ssue of 3ocinl i nequal i ·:_;y bc.i -,e d on prope rty 

relations in -~ he fom of land was ab s ent , ~md cvcrJol1 e hod a 

roun ded up education , pre-c ol onial Afric1J11 pro.c ·~: isod gen u ine 

deuoc rn cy ~aao d on mass part i ci p ation i ri discu ~~ion, de ci s i on 

co.kine en~ ~he iap l ementat i on p roces~ . Tho gui 1inc soci a l 

p rinci J l c ~ ~e re therefore p opul a r derao crncy , coope~2tion , 

mu t u c.l ":ru~t c.nd he l p , comper;ation and recon cili ::;,,:cion in ca se 

of di spu ,_e o or injuries . The obj e c t i ve of 0ocic.l ndl."l inist r a.ti on 

by elder" no.a to create condi t i ons for Ben uine uni ~y , ba.sed 

on mutual "crust , pence, happ i n e ss , prospcri ty , 11~'.l1.10ny o.nd 

fcir of all raenbe rs of soci e ty . 

Tllo coning of th e coloni a l rul e shuttered all -':.~1e se . 

It i o true that l ef t alone , Af r i c an soci etie s \IOUld f'-lso have 

deve loped - indeed a s all soci eties have t o - in·t o the stage s 

of doL~ O.ci.l :Lsn , ca.p i talisD et c . But such de vc lopnen t r1ould 

h:?.ve f ollo r1od th e normal path of the develoi?mcn · ·~ o..L all hunan 

· societies. 

However , the ob jecti ;v Gs of col onisa.tion \JO.S n o t to ci vili se 

Afr i cans or en d . the slave trade . The Europoo.n colonial powe r s 

ha.ving developed an i n dustrial ca.p i t o.list syf.l'cerJ. froril the s l ave 

trade , <1crc now· nore inte r e s te d in +,he chca.p -:raw mo..te:rial s 

avail ~:1J le i n Afri ca a.nd to use the Africo.n cheap l..tbour to 

produ ce .c.nd acquire theo choo.i.) ly . They rie:ce c.l~o in·:~erc st e d 

in o.cquirinc; :1....:.rkets for their cheap industrit ~l cm.hlodi t i e s; 

end not l ea.st , ·virgin lands f or inve stnen-C of surplus co.p i tal, 
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In other r;ords 1 the obj e ctive of coloni a l nnncx c.tion was to 

exproprj_ .:;.te 211d app r opriate the Africans ~~~i_c surplus 

in ordo r -;; o fncil i tate furth er accuuulation ill £~1.rope, Africa 

\"J2.'i thus re.;c.rded by the European cLlp i:ce bc1-ildo rs .:.'. s their 

unclcvelo~1 c d count'ry estate , 

I n 0 1~dc r f o:i; the colon i a l exercis e to fU cood, the coloni a l 

p o r1ers hc.d theref ore to i np ose an in ternnti01rn.l division of 

l o.b ou r be +.wecn the coloni e s ond the so- ca l led n o-;;hc r coun t ry -

t h e .metro?olis . Africans we1~e f orce d t o i).J.'oduce -';he rav1 mat e rio.ls 

o.g r i cul -''. Ure and naterinls require d by the ' r.: o ·~~ier count ry 1 

and in turn t o buy in unfair ex change the cheap inuuctri nl 

product ,i;: of the ' mot h e r country 1 , Africans r1e:i..'e ··~~ms fo rced 

to produce whc.t they did not need and t o consWl1€ ;1~1c.t they 

did n ot produce , But even mo re imp ortant i :\fri cans lilonu fo. ctu r ing 
l 

industr ia.l development was arrested and stopped c. s the 

di vision o:Z labour meant tho.t European colonial po wers we re 

to monopo_;i;i se all the r.i anufactur i ng , intell e c tually stimul ating 

a cti vi ·c i e s , Afri ~.o.n cul tural devedopnent Ym s t :1Us stemo d. · 

_To ne e t the colonial deoands the mode of produ c t ion 

cqnduci ve t o ca.p i tali st exp l oitat ion >m. s inpozed . The people 1 s 

comm.on prope rty - l and.- which p rovidc: d the bo.siE for African 

democrct i c socio.l t el ations was either exprop~iate d o.nd given 

to l!":uropeo.n sett l e rs , or •:ias given to the 1\fr icon r ul i n g g roups 

to c c ql!ti:ce thc j_r coll o.bora tion . Wo.ge l ~b our l~i thert o1. uhkno.wn 

t o the. Af:i..'ico.n wo.s introduce d; noney wo. s introdu c e d o.s o. me ans 

o f ex cho..nge ,. education wo.s introduc e d o.s on ir :;·\rrn1ent · of 

developinc; loynl se rvants of the colonio.l r:;~rc·cc ;~1 ; foreign 

r eligi on::: - ezpe ci ::i.lly christio.ni ty was introcLuce d ns nn 

instrur,ient of psychologica.l warfare ago.inst .i:' rico.n cul t ural 

values o.nd he ritage - as a. neans of i mp osing i n -:; ellectuo.l 
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~e.+ts_i~~ . cmph0si se.d individu o.lisn o.s n rnH1.ns a"p.crson~l s c.lvo..tion , 

:faen it cc.ue to oducc.t i on , i t s purpose ~d obj oc <;ivo wo.s to 

o. ccul turi sc the Afri can - to produce c.. bl2cl~ , - nu ropeetn , The 

8.i D of educ :.t i on wo.s the r efo re to _qJi en o.:'; o "J1e .'~r rj_ c a.n o.. s 

. ::::i. huunn 0~ini; , ns n nenbe r of l;is soci et:{ • Doc..rdi n:, schools 

l ike :Ju do, . '!ere del i be r ate l y built for thc.t pu::..·pose . The 

mi s~ion c.ries to succeed in the p roc e ss of c.ccult ~lrisQtion -

of tho :Uri canico.t ion- o.dopted o. policy of ronovin~ sr.J.C\l l 

African chil dren f ror,1 t he ir hone s _ whe r e tlle,¥. r1o:i..·e sub j e cte d 

. to A~ricqn cul tured influence . Asavi o. Vfandi ro. (1912 :11) 

ci t bs Bi s::.!.op llillis of ~l:ie CMS who pointod out t he :tu.net1on 

of t he boerding s chool o.s an in do ctrino.tion centre und e r 

. colonia l . rul e : 

The n o st effe ctive work ~an be done 
through a b oo.rding school , whe re o.t 
-tho DO st iLlp re ssion o.b l e nge , throu.:;h 
o. course of o. few yea.rs , i n the 
Chri st ion o. t p.osphe r e , tho younc pnc..con 
c on r e ce ive hi s f irs t lessons in ·che · · 
ch rist i on f ni t .h . 

At the s o boarding s chools e2ucati on wo.s di vvrced f rom 

the Afr_:_ c c..n reo.li t i e s. It was l co.rning by ro -~ e o.bout Europe 1 

c..bout the v1hi te non 1 s vvay of lif e . For .the b o ~' s r1crc no t 

cxpe c ~cd to ~ ~rticip atc di re ctly i n the nct ivi ~ i cs of 

naterio.l production , their r ol e was t o be t4~~ af sl ave drivers. 

They .-1ere tl~o refore , 1 prep o, r cd to occup_y po r: i tio~1rJ i n Govern-

non t o:Efi co s or o.s rul e rs of count i es , whi l e c-.t c ~ie s 3De tirae 
I . . 

i t is :rc c oGni scd M d hoped thc.t s one will become -Cco.che rs 

and p :ceo.c :1crs . 1 De cl o.rEd the '"ct:'. th orhoo.ds 1020.c of Bu do . 

Educ o.t ion wo. s therefore nenrtt for t,hc soi~s o :.L chi efs , 

but t hen , chi of s thense l ve s were no longe r re syonsi!) l e to 

tho :p eople, they ho.d b een conve .t ted -to - coloni o.l in ::Jt iuLJ.en ts 
~~~~~~~~~~ 
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of opp r~"sion, coercion and dooin c.ti on . The p e ople, the r efore 

. 
lo st l'C spc c t f or :lnd trus t i n theD. Fur"'.;~lCD-i O ~:c , Vii th the 

in t rodu ct i on of wo.ge erJ.ployr:i.ent , e duc ~:i.ti on wo. s a certif ico.te 

to bc ·':tc r Llono t::i.ry r enune r ntion . 

In ·'-~1c coloni o.l situation the r ol e oi wonen ~- :.; p ro duce rs 

of v1onl th .:ncl the mothers of the future gone ro.tion vms relage d 

to the bott om. Th ey nev e r feo.t u r e d o.t nl l .:-.s 2. i'.::i.c t o r of 

s oci o.l deve l opment an d. p r og r e ss o. s h nc1 been +;l1e c ::..so ~n pre-

col onio.l . society . L::tnd wo.s f or t he r.10n, educo:c i on wo..s for 

t he w.e;n so Wf'.S r eDunero.tiVO eriployaent . In +~1;:) nissi ono.r y 

edu c o.t i ~n s y Dten t he pl o. ce of the woLJ.c.n wc.s to "..!0 in -:; he 

k i t chen . 8he wo.s p r eferre d t o be c ono G good ~ou~c~ifo of 

pe r r;onc.li ty . 

In -~c rns of the coun t ry t he coloni o.l govcrnorc i Bp o se d o. 

rc.:gi oh o.l di v i r.: i on of l o.bour . In U gan do. , tho rJ OU-t. ~1o ri.J. z on e-

J3uc:;c..nc1a , Bus oso. o.n d Buke di (Tororo) o..nd l a:\:. Cl' :Ju~i uhu en d . 

Toco wo re t o be p r odu ce rs of the o.griculturc.l co.ell cr ops -

co·cton c.nd cof f ee dennnde d b y the col oni o.l lo.bour Clld l o.t e r 

t o provide i lli te r o.t e y ount; rJ.en t o be eIT..p l oycd in ·:;he co.l oni o.l 

o.rncd for ces - the fo rce s of coloni o.l c oe rci on :\l:l.d. oupp r e s s i on . 

Col onio.l di':'t ric t b oundo.rie s were essenti :::i. l J:r d.].' c.nn_ ".cco rdin g 

to ct~mic b o rder s . But na r c i mp ortc.n:t c~.~ch otl::1 ic di s trict 

ox i ctcd ~~ if othe ra di d not . There woe no 8t ~c~pt to 

linko.ge 8 • T~1i c would n o t h ave con fo m ed to tllc i Dpe ri o.li s t 

p r ::i. cti·czc of Divide end Rulo . Ho r di d educ ,.'~ion c rc r o.tteopt 

to cre;c:~e o. ;.1 c~t 1 ono.l cul t u r a.l cons ci ouone ss . I n ·:;uruo of 

e duce.t i on o.11 the l ea.di ng school ·s we r e l occctcd i n chc producti on 

zone , 
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Only sons of outsto.nding ch i ef s end clorgynon '.i'o-·e o.llowed 

t o cor,w :::-outh to these s chool s . Those of poc.r::;o.n·c ori8i l1 who 

woro bri 3ht onou3h h nd to be sponsored by tho Dissi ~nnri e s . 

So th~:c w~10-t;he r in torns of t he o conony , of o.drlini strnti on or 

of oducc,tion o..nd cul turo , oo. ch di s trict l ooked -;:;o t~1e governor 

t :1rou .::;h -~he Provinci a l Cor:mi s s i one r (PC) c.nd f:;_·on t ~-ie re t o 

the col onial of:i. ico in London. The n::L'fo.i rs oi. cacl1 di s tri c t 

therefore rono.i ncd i ts own business . The o-';b:.:cs \'101'0 no t conce r -

nod . 

In ton1s ol r e ligi on , the white c o loni~~~~ uucd relig ion 

to deceive .·.I ricnns t o f i ght 00.ch other so nu ·::o de cide by 

violence ~0ctho r i t wns the Aro.b3 , tho Franc~ or tho British 

v1ho \<Oro coin_, to be tho Llo. s to rs of Ue;o.ndc. . ~~ut v1~:.i l o tho 

Arc.bs c'l:.d ·'.110 ,-1i1i tcs fou ght f ·or poli tico.l douin .-~c ion Africnns 

who :·c·:;n'.'.lly bore the brunt o.f tho f i ghti i.1g m.!~'O Ll:.dc? t o 

believe ·:'.11,'.t_ they we r e fighting to s :wc thc i r :CC ::JJO ctivo r e li-

J.no -'.;ho r i?ro.cti c c whi ch cre::tte d a.nto.goni :···~1 c con:.;ciousne ss 

c.nonc; Afl'~ c n.ns wo. s the uc,e of Ba. t:;~mdo. C(8 l'.c;cn t :-i o:Z ~ho coloni o.l 

govcrnuonts . Tho Bngc..Yld.'.1.. served '.l.S chi ef a in v ·.riouc; pD.rts 

of tho coun ·'Ty to establi sh British colonio.l i·ulc , Thus the 

2.llt i - colonic.l struggl e in Bunyoro Jcn or1n ::--. :::; Kr-£1...Y.Q:.iS.t.££ wo.. s 

di rected 0G"-innt Bo.gnndo. chiefs o. s c.gcnts o:Z -~l1G ::Jri -:; i sh. 

Still c.nothcr prc. ctice vms the oxtrc.vc.c.'.'ll t p:i.'.:- .:i.:::Gs tho.t wore 

hcc:.pcd on 5o.Go.ndo. by c ol on i o.l o.gonts; Md even n i-:·. i onc.ri e s . 

On ·chc o'·hl;r h'tnd , Ba.nyo r o who ho.d violen t l y rc s i':''.-,cd British 

colonisC'..tion wci~c co.llo d o.1 1 sorta of d.o r ot; :-:cory n:-ries mean t 

to hur.::ili 2. ·-.c thcr,i. . JYlco.nwhilc , tho Achol i o. s .;;:10 iJ.:'.i l1 nup p l i er 

-----~~-~--.....£ ~> oJ".) ·"o -'·lo 1Cing 1 a A:f ricM Ri f l es (ICAE ) riei·u pr.':1.i.sc d o.s 
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The overo.11 effects of colonise.ti ,n _cc.n ·;:,1L·reiore be 

suru'.2one d up thus: A p r operty rclc..t i onshi p HC.8 il1 :;roduc.::d in 

tGms o:L Ll?-d. ownership <'.lld control which c1·co.~~: d t ~1c 1::-:ndlord 

::-YJ.d -~el1[1nt oys~en which h.::..d neve r exi sted - c spcci .'.'.lly in 

Bu;:sc.ndo. , 'l'he structuring of the socio- cconor;iic Gp-rccrus 

created soci ::-..1 divis i ons whi ch hci.d never ex:;. stod r)e:t:o :ce 

educc.tion o.li cn:-.te d the educc.tc d ::'lld turned -i; ~lCLl i n ·i:;o ::'. 

depcndc.nt cl ~.ss vihose loyc.lty w:-i.s to the .'."'.gcn~:s ol' inperi :::i.li SB 

c.nd :..:.go..i.ns·~ ~he prc - colonio.l Afri c :..<n soci<'.l Y2.luc s ~nd ushe red 

i n o. spri ~~ it of c onpet i t i on c.nd r iv'.:'.lry for the nu:--.ns ol the 

de velopnc1;i.t of :-:-~ nn.tiono.l con::;ci ousness ~:.;wn r..:; ·~h e ?Dergen t 

indi Genou~ cli ~e . In termc of p sych9l ogy rcli c;ion:.; YJO r; 1 the 

lend~ns role p l c~yed by the Bngnndo. under coloninl rule , the 

pro.isinc of ";he Aeholi ns 1noturnl warrio r s .'.'.nd ,~he socio-

e cononic diViF:: i on of the country I nto zones pro·c1uced ontagoni Gtic 

con sciou'1ne DtJ which l ed to the sup e riority couple~~ of Bngnnd::i. 

petty boui~ccoisi e , end which led to the nupurioTi ·~y envy ::;..n SJ. .... , 
j co.l ou~ leo.din c; to enferi ori ty c o11p l cx c~101 g ··~11 0 non- ::c.gnndo. 

petty bourgeoisi e , 

II 

In t c rmo oi e cono11ic cl o.sses the colon i o.l socio- ccononic 

ays ~cn crc?-t .,:; d c.n essent i o.lly of petty bour GCOioio cln sn . 

This cl::i.cc , c~ccpt for the 1 2ndl ords in BUGCl~c1c. did not possess 

o.n ind.epcndcnt nenns of e c ononi c li volihood, I ·: Jc :rived it s 

socio- e: conooic sto.tus froo tho colonio.l educc.·~ion system, 

funcl-.ion.:::rier; in the coloni o.l r;y.sten , As n inor :functi onCtri es 

their '.'l·:~b i t ion wo.s to enulnte th e wnys '.'nd n.'.'Jlcri«ns of t he 

llhi to colonio.l rulers . 
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Since -L;l:!.oy h:--.d been intelle ctu c.lly c.lion<'.tod fron the ir no.turo.l 

A~ri cc.!1 r>Ocie ty the y h o.d n othing l eft f or t h en to do th:::in to 

n sp i r e fo:c the .Sur opeo..n wny of life or life s-'~ Jlo 

Obul ['llu bwe kiziµi15u - ond t herefore the poli ~ ic o.l :Jllfi o conon ic 

pos i -'c i on 'J tho Eur opoo.n o ccup i ed in th (~ s ;y'.·-cor-1:; . .:.' or J!' ro.ntz 

::::' C.:.1.on (1 96 3 : 32 ) on co ob se rvo d , 

tile l ook t h'.l t tho n :-.ti ve -tu rn s on '·!10 

;:::ct ·'; l c rs ' town i s c. ];oak of l us·c :-:. l ook of 
onv,y ; it exp r esses h.is drc~s of l_)Of:--os::; i on 
;Lll n~·nne r of possessi on , to sit .:-.~ -'~lie sc·~t l e r!3 
i.'.:'.b lo , to s l eep in the settle1·1 r.: buc: , ·:;i ':11 h is 

wi fe i f pos s i bl e . 

AccordinGly , the petty bour geois cl o.ss p r ope r ncv0 r qu o.rrelled 

c.g'.li nst ~he systen . Its sol e objecti ve wc.s to r 0v l o.cc the 

whi to l.l:"JJ.::-• .:;u:rs of t h:.t systea . 

J3u'~ t llo po ·;t y bou r geo i s hc.s a. hunclic ::-.p . Ho is i deol ogically 

bc.ckw~crd , His con ce p t i on of whnt in dopon don co rocil l y nc o..nt 

vmc -:-110:0.:efore lin i t e d . For h in o.11 tk:t v-w.~' n 0oc1o d to c.chi eve 

in dc.Jpondon co W2.s tho renov'.:'.l of the whi ".:;G offi c i :cl 'J . Tho.t 

c.chioved uvr:rythi ng would f ollow c.u tor.1c-.ti c c..lly , I-Io \Vould ste p 

in t o the ';1l1itc l..:c.n 1 s sho os but wo r k vii t hi l: col o~: i~1lly st ructured 

s ys·l;on to ore.di C['. t e pove rty , dL:iens e o.nd i Q:'lO:L' ~'.ll CO . The se 

v1c r c hi<! fight ing clogM s . Tho eneny w:.:. s .Lho v1:'-il;.o offici o.ls 

not tho ~ystcu , Th0 r oforo t he potty bourgooie 1 roc.l inte rest 

we.::.: -:~ho w~li ·~o Do.n ' s job .:;nd theref c :ro ;::oc i o- c canonic sto.tus . 

At -~he s·c 1.rt of t he 8Jlt i - col on i o.l LlOVCilOn-:; clh: pe tty 

bourgooj_ 'JiO wo r e t he r efore liDi tod by only on<; ooj cc t i vo - t o 

rcnovo ti.10 ..-1l1i to Lt ::-1.ll ~ Th ey r elli e:d the ec.s[·e s o:C i_J:::!Op l o to 

the ir supp ort be cause th :.t i s ci.l so '.lh.'.'.t -~he n~ i:;.r•o s v1o.nted . 

':2hey \lc:.11 ':ed -':;o end the hurJ.ili c.t ihg condi t i oho -t;:1oy suffe r e d 

under tho col oni o.. l rule - t ::-.xes , police bru ·~ - ~li ty , L :.w 
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in ::;luns etc . '.!1he white rule:.:s s ecinz no option i;o in clcpcndcnce 

nci.tionclizt novcDcnt , The petty bourgcoi :::ic :10·.1 lor.::;ot the 

inclcpcndcnce . i ssue beco.usc i t wns no lon::;cr dc'Jo.";oa«)lo . It 

wo.s nov1 \·;: .. o wns going to occupy wh ·. t position'? :-'ho rietty 

bourr;ooi ~ie now begun to couplote furiousl;y :.'.'01~ noli tico.l 

p ositions for steppj_ng in to the whi to uc.n 1 s f'hoc s . :Jut sin ~c 

they r1ere ..idedogico.l:L.y bo.cl;:wD.rd~ t hc.y COLtld CO'.l COi VG 

of no other poli t ic ::i.l issue s to dcbc,tc ir~ ·~ht; ~ ·;rur_;;lo to win 

the D::'.. '.'P Cs , Tho only option l eft to heI.l YIU £ ·-o uxploi t tho 

obviour et:'ll.1ic o.nd r e lig i ou s differences , :end r .: .::;ion8.l. un.hnl ... nnod 

socio- ccono:·1 ic ~oloni o.l dovelopn.0.D.t . ii.nu v~i·c~ .in t~11,;:::;0 differences 

they . resorted to egoi 3 !.l , pe r sono.l i ties n::no c:. .. llin,_; ::.tnd outright 

lies. ~h:--:t io why they l:J.bill.ed po1.itics a 1_sLi r ty r~a..:o 1 

r ro .. 1 "';his po i nt in the h istory oi.' the o.nti - colonj :i.l 

Of tho [;UC t for 1 -:"c.lling in.t o thi_n_g_§_l n;' l''"'t. iJ'll': c -:1 ~1'1.t i..R how 

for exo.r.p l c , countries like U.;c.ndo..,Konyo.. o.chi<wcd. tl10 ir inde-

pondence in the 1 960 1 s . 

Du~.; i t i s imp ortc.nt to point put th.'.t ·chc potty bourgeo:i sie 

resort to tho cxpl o it ~t ion of ethnic '1nd rc l icious di fference s 

] I + . . l' t 1 
for poli .. ·.ic al end n ot beco.u so they o.re zinccrc Y .n_oo. is 

or conuincly religi ous but ue rely n s en oo..1JY conviniont I.loans 

of o.ttro.c~;il'l~ tho support of the Ec-.sees 2..J:ld. ;-.hun u::c then to 

cliab in~o pos i t i ons of pol i tical powe r w~i ch . ~~ey c~n then 

exploi t for porsono.l enricbnent , For in t~rus of triba.l 

nffinitY no.ny pe tty bourgeoisie o.re , ~o we ~12.vo soon 'J.U 

o.li on~tcd peop l e . The potty bourgeoisie ctill b~lievo in 

1 one n ~-. .-:;1on one people , ono leadership 1 out ·~1.0 quest i on is 

-h · -'-o 'o. -:-he l c,..,do r 2 nd how doc s he [_;c·:; ·~ 1 10 :co J ivcn the 
v~ 0 l fJ LI \,,.; I (.. I. 
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keen comJJe ti ti on for "tt1e _r:10 sit ion? 'rhe ODly opt ion fo r 

them is to seek the answer in ethnic and religious 

differences . Internal confl ic ts a r e the r efore tne crea-

tion of the petty bourgeoisie to dhideand rule . 

It i s importa nt to st re SS tna t petty bour ge 0 is i e 

exjJloit ethnicity and relig ious differences for pe rsonal 

gains 9 rathe r than bec au.se ti1e se a re tne :re a l i ssues 

felt by the people. That is why ethnic or religious 

conflicts do not flarE> up first from pl a ces . where the 

petty bourgeoisie compete for jobs and pos itions . So 

when such conflicts l'ike Baganda against non-Baganda in 

Batoro i Banyankore ae:,s. inst Banya.rwanda, and even wi tnin 

ethnic gro ups, Solith Bug isu abainst North Bubisu 1 it will 

be found that behind tnem a re tne ~etty bourgeoisie 

competing fo r jobs and ~olitical pos itions . 

However, their success in ttiis game depends on tne 

level of the desire of tne masses for c ultured and re-

li~ious identity . The force of cultur a l i dentity as a 

moving spirit behind tne liberation strug~les at inter-

national and national levels has been very clearly stated 

by UNES CU (1977:37) thus: 

" The asse rtion of cu.l tural identity is 
now widely ~bQOgonised as a powe rfu.l 
factor in tne lii~ of the nations as well as 
in international relations . Firstly as 
a factor making for liberation, cult-
ural identity p~oviaes a justification 
for indepbndence movemeDts and resist -
ence to colonialism . .B'or newly establisned 
sta"te s c ultural identity remains a 
guarantee of ttle ir ver.y existt:;nce as a 

( 

I. 

( 
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n ati0n . 1rhe ri;::_,ilt to one • s own c u.1 ..:.. 
tu.re i s invoiced throgti-0 u t the world i 
in the fight against r acial 1 ethnic 1 

linguistic or cultural discrimination 1 

as a basic hWIJ.an ri6 nt 11 • 

Thus 1 the asse rtion of cu.ltural identity is still exer-

ting a decisive influ8nce on lib~ration movements 1 part-

ic ularlJ in Africa ' . That is why even Marxist oriented 

thinkers and r evolu.tionaries navb also fauna it to be 

a diff icult dialo5ue (Ronardo Munck 1906) . 

The fact is tc1at .vitnin individual Afric an countries 

ckltural id0nti ty plays a big role in tne internal con-

flict. This is 1 in eve r y African c ount ry, you find a 

single dominant etnnic group fearin6 to be c u.ltur ally 

SLlOmert_;,ed b,y smaller cultura l e;, rou;is but wno togetne r 

,. 

constitute the br-.::at 1naJOrl cy of' tL1G country ' s po_pulation o' 

And conversely the Sillaller group also fea r tne domina-

tion of tne largest singl e ~roup . This is the case in 9 

rest and vice - versa, similary Kikuyu against otncrs . 

Here petty bourgeois politics exploits these fears . 

That is the case of pre - independence corrfrontat ion be ­

tween the Kabaka Yekka (.h.Y) and the Ut;,anda People ' s 

congress (U?C) in Ubanda . Reli8ious fd a rs are explo it-

eci in a S.imilar way , for example in Ni geria and Sudan . 

The fact is tnat in a country like U0 Ei,nda the gr e.Q.t 

ma Jori ty of the masses of .f.JGu_.l:)le take pride in tneir 

cultural herita 6 e even if sume of it is subJe c t to 
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historica l cha n 0 es that a ll societies have experienc ed 

a nd must expe rie nce in the c our se of t.ie ir s.oc i a l 

development e . e, . the d isolving away of the Kingship 

or mona rc h ial inst it u tion as a he ritage of a form of 

feudal orde r . But apart f rom that, peopl e in Ugctnda -

-apart f rom the petty b ourgeo i s ie - a r e very sensit ive 

to th ine,s like l a n guage a nd otne r forms of behaviour 

they c he ri sh i n t heir sub- cultures . Fo r exam1Jle 9 in 

those a r eas whe r e you find Lunyankore a nd Lubanda speak­

ing people , as in part s of Mube n de District , e a c h 

£rOup · wil l st ick to i ts own l a nguage even at public 

meet in5s . The same i s t r ue in a r eas of To roro a nd 

so roti Di strict s wne r e tae Luo and Ite s o hav0 lived 

t obethe r fo r gene r at ions . ~hat is true of culture 

is true of relig ion. It i s very difficult to make· 

a c on se rvative Christian to bel ieve tha t I slam i s also 

r espe ctab l e r e lig ion and vice - ve r se . 

such deeply ro oted c ultural a n d r e lig ious feel -

in6 s a re the eas i e et means the petty bourgeoisie ex-

plait f or po litical ends. But a5ain it should a l s o be 

pointe d out tnat b0cause tne pet ty bourgeo i s ie ~xploit 

the se cu~tural demands, i t doe s not follow that they 

believe in them ! It is only because they a r e convinient 

fo r i ain i ng mass support . For as we have noted the 

petty bourgeQisie a r e an alienat~d class f rom genuine 

Af ric an cultura l roo ts . Many of them ca nnot write and 

~e ad in t heir motna r lanbuages p r operly, let aloni ex-

p r ess in it. In fa c t sume fe0l asnam6d when referre d to 

I 
i 
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by their ethnic name! vvhile the 6 r eat maJOrity of 

them Nill feel at home with peasants a nd worKers 

f rom their ethnic group s - b~cause they 1 hav8 nothing 

in common to discuss ! ' Tney enco urae:,e tl:le ir c n ildren 

to forgdt 1 tribal 1 languages, customs and tra ditions . 

because tha s8 a re primitive . They enjoy b~ing calle d 

European names a s opposed to their Africa n names o 

Many do not enjoy ed.t ing a nd drin.King tra ditional 

foodstuffs and brews o In f act, in Ubanda, the petty 

bourgeoisie are opp osed tu l earning Africa n languages 

c;t c. o For E.:xam1;le an cdUCaGc:d Acnoli ca n live in 

Buganda for year s a nd ;yet will miver ta.Ke t r ouble 

to le a rn Luganda or Swahili in order to conununicate 

vvi t n ordinary peopl e . 

The fact w1nch must bf;;;; accepted as truth ao out 

the petty bourge oisi8 is t na t ~hey nave no r espect 

f or the peaso.nt - worK cla.ss, from · n ic h t ney orig i -

na te . They a rb ashamed of it a nd nence of their origino 

Jhat therefore Prof8ssor Dudley seers said some ye a r s 

ba ck is very true of the Afric an scsn0 today. He ob-

se rved that ~ 

11 If Ministe r s a nd civil serva nts 
a rs s8par at0d tuo f a r e conomica lly 
f rom tue ma ority of the population, 
tney will be unable to undsrstand 
the problE:Jms of thE:> co.nunon people, 
es1kc i a lly t n ose;; of rural a r eas . 
They ma;y n&rdly be aole to commu­
nic.: at\:) witu tne::m, let a lom:; formu­
l ate vVOnmble polici<:;s for moder­
nising rural society . 11 
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This is bbcause havinb no respect fo r and conf idsnce 

in the rural society. ' They will tend to be sceptical 

about tl1e possibility of d8velo_pment 9 to underestimate 

the potential power of nationalism 9 to despise rura l 

like (and rural dwellers) and disperage manual wo.ck . ·1 

(Gardiner et al 9 1970:100) . 

This contem_}lt :L'or r ural society and rura l dwellers 

by the petty bourgeoisie is clearly demonstrated by 

the African petty bourgeois worke r. They a re very 

reluctc...Lnt to go ba ck to tne village (mukyaalo} when 

their husbands 9 for ©ne reason or anothe r 9 stop work­

ing or cease to be prospe r ous in towns . Being asnaille d 

of tneir Afric a.nism they spend c ollossal sLUlls of money 

trying to Europeanise themsblves ( Okulaoika ekizungu) 

hy even obliterating tn~ir natural features and appear­

nce in their keen st ruggle to ape their wnite sisters ! 

in the name of ' looking f a shiunaole '! to the greatest 

ecbarr assment of both the aped whites and tne black 

l)a trio ts wno oe lieve in' black is beaut ifuH In fact 

the petty bour~eoisie f ind it embarrassing to miX free ­

ly with the worker- peasant class . 

From tnis obs~rvat ion it can be seen clearly that 

the motive of th~ petty b0urbeoisie i s not to advance 

the people ' s culture but to merely exploit cultural 

sentlllents as a means of a caieving pol i tical ambitions . 

I 
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The petty bourgeoisie are therefore the bibgust 

enemies o~ the Africa n cultural heritage which they 

r egard as a "\sign 
-~ 

of .:5rimitivity 9 bac kwar dness and 
. ~ . . ' '} "« interiori ty . ·T~~ ,,. .. 

-~ 

III 

A,<"o~ / 

Lastly and not l cast 9 is tne rule the imperaaxists 
~ 

play in crE.::atin6 arnl fa1ninb in-ct:.rnal conflic t s AS 

we have noted imperial ist domination is ba sed on the 

motto: Divide and Rulo . The im~erialists succeeded 

in conquering and domina ting l a r ge tracts of Africa n 

territo r i0s through divide and conque r . ~hile they 

treated one African ethnic group as a friend and ally 

they engaged the other which was hostile. Meanwh ile 

thosG wno we re not so Gngagad kept aloof on the basis 

of 1 tebinkwatako' !.;, (It does not affect me) only to 

f s ll victims later on. s~ condly in surre ndering 

political powe r to Africans 9 the ir.upGrialists had 

no intention of r elinquish ing economic control . Unde r 

formal colonial domination direct pol itical control is 

essc:;ntial fo r smooth.:;ning the process of exploitation . 
,• 

But when that direct control proved too expensive 

afte r the S0 c und dorld ua.r 9 the impc;rialists nad to 

devise a new met11od of control which would assure thGm 

t he ir real obje ctive~ e c onomic control and exploitation . 

It was discov~red that it was possible to recruit a 

c lass of indigenous allies as agents to whom politcal 

power could be hand8d and tnrough whom t tie imperial powc: rs 
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would continue to be tne r eal r ulers of the ex- colony . 

This indir~ct r ule i s what we now ca ll Neo - colonialism. 

The existence of this new fo r m of domination was • 
noted very early at ·cm::: beginn ing of fo rma l indeJ)endence 

by the All African ?coples ' CGnf~r ence (AAPC) held at 
---· 

Cairo in 19o l. Neo - colonial r8lationship we re described 

as: 

" The su.rviva l of tne c olon i a l systt:m 
in s_pite of fonnal rec ognition of 
political inde pendence in the emer­
g ing co untries , dh lch be come victims 
of indirc:ct and subtle form of domi­
nation by polit ica l e c onomic, social , 
military or technical 1neans . 11 

( vl a chy o 19 7 o ~ 21 ) 

Late r Nkr umah writing abou.t Ne o -Colonialism po inted 

out that the state which is su jvct to it, ' is, in 

theor y inde pe ndent and has al l th0 outward tra ppings 

of inte rnatio na l sovereibnity 1 • But ' in r eality its 

economic system and tuus it s po lit ica l policy is 

directed from out s ide ' . In fact neo - colonialism, like 

formal colonial ism a l so OJ)b r ates through religious and · 

other seemingly innocent cultural a nd num&n i taria n 

organisations . And i n a co unt ry wne re tne petty bour-

~eoisie a r e dominan t , neo-colonia l a~onts penetrate them 1 

a nd se t them aga inst eac n othe r by exploiting the ir 

egoistic, selfish pe rsona l ambit ions. The obj ~ ctive is 

eit wr to disorbanise an 8Xisting united nat ional i st 

patriotic movement base d on superficia l unity oy exploit-

ing minor diffe r ence s among t he petty bour ge oisie in order 

-. l 

,· 
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to maKe it impossibls to forge an anti- imperialist 

united front to str uggle for genuine national libera-

tion and independence . 3o th2t 9 as an American journal-

ist once pointed out 9 behind evs r y strife in Africa 

there a r e Bur opean po· ers str uggling to curve out 

markets for the selves . I think Professor stanslav 

An dre ski ( 19 68 : 19 2) sum.med up the ~ssence of ne o-colo-

nial relations ve ry clearly . He says: 

"In its econo1nic as_..->ects th0 essenc.e 
of nee-colonia lism is the continua­
tion of a ra~acious dicta torial a nd 
proliferating r uling clique enm.askGd 
in a vicio us circle of exploitation 
and strif~ 9 with laisse.z - faire capi­
talism9 tam.Gd neither by any democra­
tic forces nor even by a bureaucracy 
guided by r a ison d 1 etat a nd operating 
under condTIIons of insec urity v.,rhic h 
make a socially beneficent c ondut of 
business unprofitaole or even pe rhaps 
impossible . 11 

So behind these internal strifes and conflicts in post-

colonial Africa a rc neo-colonial ra lat ions ~ 

In conclusion l~t us emphasise that behind inter-

nal conflicts in Afri ca a r e the i mpe rialist powers 

using the Africa n pe tty bourgeoisie as the ir allies 

and reliaole ag~nts . For the imperialists these con-

flicts a re necEJssa ry because they divbrt tho attGntion 

of the m.asse s of people from. the re a l cause of their 

poverty , degradation and suffering . This diversion of 

.a ttention means that the masses of African people canaot 

soe the ir r c:;al enemy - the imperialist . COHflicts are 
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necessar ;y· f or tn6 impe ris.lis ts because a un ited strong 

Africa with complete c ont r ol over i ts natura l resour ces 

i s a threat to c ontinued prospe rity 9 e conomic and pol i ­

tica l powe r and t he r efo r e military s trength of Euro pe 

wh ich r elies on the explo i t e tion · of African r esource s 

to ma inta in it s int8rnat 1ona l statu s . For the fact 

is tha t without Afr ica n cheap r aw matt: ria ls vv est8rn 

Euro pe becomes a doomed world. . s o :t;ur opE.an _s t a te sman 

and f inance cap ita list circles a idGd by the US have to 

make sur e that they have f r ee a ccess to Africa n resources . 

Fo r as Frantz Fanon (1963:76) clea r ly and correctly 

asse rte d. ' ··· European opulance is litE:: r a lly s canda­

lous9 for it has b88n founded on s lavery 9 it has been 

nourished with the blood slaves and it comes directly 

from tne soil &nd f r om the sub - so i l of the unde r develop­

ed world.' Of Africa . 

confl ict s a r e nt.-Cussar y fo r the petty bourgeois 

class bbdause that is how t h i s class ca n manage to ex­

plo it the confusion t o enrich i ts indiv idual members 

at the expense of tne toiling masses of the peasants 

and wo r ke r s of Africa . Thus fo r eve r y interna l conflict 

that a ny African count r y experiences the biggest bene ­

f iciaries are the foreign cap italists who control the 

exploitive network 9 and the local benef iciaries a r e the 

pet ty b oure:,eois gove rning clique wh o po cke t the larges t 

share of the crumbs left ove r by the impe rialists . 
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:B'rom the foregoing it follows that the first enemy 

of the African people is the imperialist, the se c ond 

enemy is the governing petty bourgeois class which 

has mortgaged the count r y and the people to foreign 

inte r ests in return for personal enrichment . For as 

it has been corr ectly asserted: 'In the post-colonial 

period African political parties' led by the petty 

bourgeoisie, ' have served ·prlIIlarily as instruments of 

self- interested control in the s~rvice of the ruling 

group '. And that because of this, it is the venality 

of party politicians ' wnicn ' has sometimvs been the 

trigge r to action undertaken by the bureaucratic elem8nts 

of the civil servic0 and militar y, tnough, .. . - gene rally 

not in the interests of structural transformation . 

(D . P. Ghai 1973:142). B~cause, since the bureaucrats 

and the military are also membe r s of this class 1 struct-

ural transformation ' could only undermine the basis of 

their pe rsonal accumul ation of Gasy wealth through 

corruption etc ., 

Let us, therefore, note that Fanon (op.cit:l24) 

rejected the idea that these petty bourgeois leaders 

who. have dominated t_he African scene since independence 

a rem13re intermediaries qnd therefore incapable of lead-

ing the people to genuine structural transformation . 

He says: 
11 seen through its eyes 9 it s miss ion 
has notning to do v'li th transforming 
the nation, it consists, prosaically, 
of being tne transmission line between 
the nation and a capitalism, r ampa t 
though camoufla0 t; d 9 wrlich today puts 
on the masque of n8o - colonialism. " 
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Nkr umah (1970:63) a l so cor r e c t l y a cc used th i s class 

of bb ing a l l i es of tn~ int~ rnat ional f inance capit a lists . 

I ts gove r nments have tnerefo r e be c ome pol iceme n ~f the 

impe ria list , mult ina tional c or porations . Accordingl y , 

' It is tha indigenous bour geo i sie wh o provide the 

main means by wh i ch inte r national monopoly f i nance 

continues to plunde r Africa and to f r ustrate the pur -

poses of · the Africa n Revolution •. 

The solution to Africa ' s internal c onf lic ts must 

the;refore be sec;n in terms of a c las s st r uggle between 

the progressive pat rio~ic intell igents i a which r epr 0sents 

the genuine intert-sts of tn8 people and th.a c ount r y on 

the one hand 9 and t!1e pcdty bour 6 e oisie wno se r ve the 

intermed i ary role between the foreign forces of oppr e -

ssion 9 suppr ession and exploita tion of the country 

and the people . · hat c ourse th0 st r uggle has to take 

was therefore ve r y well summed up by ;:)aul int0 r pret i ng 

the a r guments put forwa r d by Gundar F r ank: 

He says: 

" .. . . t c:.ctifully 9 tht:: immed i ate enemy 
is in f a c t the locally dominant 
c lasses 9thougll stratebically impe r ­
i a lism is undoubtedly the major e nemy 
of progr ess and the long-run tar get . 
Until th i s question of whic h c lass 
shall c ont r ol the state is settled 
it would be a mistake to pay exc lus-
i v8 attention to r allying 11 the people " 
against imperial i sm . 11 

Because , unless we t a k8 seri ously local or inte r nal 

contra dictions and boldly confront them 9 ' anti- impe rial-

ism may merely remain r hetorical and vague 9 (while 

n8.tionalist slue:,ans may be manipulate d by the most 

I - ' , " \ 
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