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A5 CAUSES OF ETHNIC CONFLICTS

Claperialisn and the petty Bourgeoigie to blame
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INTRODUCT I0IT s

black country Ghana achieved her formal-political independence
under the dynamic patriotic nationalist leadership of Kwame
Nkrumah, The achievement of formal independence by Ghana wasg
haiied.everywhere in Africa, in the progregsive anti-imperialigt
world and by the anti~colonial movements within the imperialist
wofid. But thisg achievement was not welcome among the
iméerialiqt circleg in the colonial powers in particular and in
the Vest in general,

| The achievement was welcome in Africa because since the
end of the Second World War African nationaliste had sworn
to liberate the contineht and the people from Fforeign domination
and exploitation, Thisg determination wag clearly stated in

a Declaration to Colonial Powérs adopted by the Pan-African

Congresec held at Manchester in Britain in 1945, I+t was stated

that Africang were determined to be free; they wanted education;

the right to earn a decent living; the right to expregs their

thoughts and emotions, to adopt and creaf forme ol beauty,

The Congressy which wag attended by the then leading Afrjican
patriotic nafionalists and Trade Union leaders from Africa, the
leéding Afro-American and Afro-Carribbean nationalists, ané
members of progressive anti-colonial movements from EuroPe,

demanded:

i
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for Black Africa autonomy and independence .

50 far and no further than it is posgsible

in thig one world for groups of peoples

to rule themselves subject to inevitable ..

world unity and federation,
It was clearly stated that Africang were 'un%iliihg to starve
aﬁy longer while doing the world's dru@gery,'in ofder to'support
by their 'poverty and ignorance a false aristocracy and a
discarded capitalism', The declaration therefore, condemned
the capitalist s¥stenr- the international cepitalist exploitive
networlk § vhich had bred imperialist"Pich culninated into the
two devagtating world wars Africans were forced to narticipate
in by their regpective colonial magters in delence of national
independence, self-determination, frecedom and democracy =
valuees which were uphel%1W’both the socielist and the capitalist
worldg which allied together in the struggle against Nazi German
fagecist dictatorship., The Manchester Congregg therefore cealled
for 'economic democracys. ... as the only real democracy,!'
Accordingly all the participants pledged themeselves {o gtruggle
in every way they could 'for freedom, demogracy.and gocial
betterment' of the African people. Thus as one of the leading
participants and secretaries to. the Congress, the late Geoge
Padume from the Carribean declared: 'At long last the die

had been casgt and the issue joined,' (B, Chango llachyo 1976:7-8)

Ghona's achievement was opposed among the imperialist circles
in the Vegt, because, during the Second vorld \ar ituropean
golonial powers - Britain, France and Belgium, rediscovered
Africa, Thug alfter the war,

tVhile Africa struggled for a taste of the

Tour Frecedoms sd widely heralded during

the war, Europe at the end of the conflict
faced the problem of bankruptcy. How to
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golve it? Once again as in the lapgt
quarter of the nineteenth century,
statesmen and finagciers in London

Paris and Brussels turned toward Africa,

[ JLOR]

Since the Buropean imperialists had met with great disappoint-
ment in Agia where they had been severely defea-ed by the
nationalist forceg, they had now to turn to /ifrica, An organ

of the Trench capital FPrance Overgeastherefore noted that '"the

European heart started to beat for the African conginent',
(W.A, Hunton 1960 :64)

_Congervative and reactionary Africans oo, algo opposed
Ghana's avhievement, The African Kings, chiefsg, religious
leaders and pgeudo-intellectuals who had been successfully
incorporated into the coloniél system ag loyal scrvants, were
strongly againgt formal independence, The Kings and chiefs
Whomlfhe coloniﬁllregimeswfelied upon ‘ag slave-drivers under
the gyotem of indirect rule, to control the Afric;n masses
in the injerest of colonjal rule and exploitation, were scared
of the dynamic nationalistleaders like Hkrumah, of Ghana, Azikiwe
of Nigeria, lMusazi of Uganda and Kenyatte of Zenya, For the
Kinss and chiefs such nationalists were a'threat'! to their
(chiefs) Jtatus guo and vested interests and privileges
protecied by the colonial governors, Religioug lecaders,
looking to the White missionarieg as their mentors and naively
believing in the distorted Christianity from(EuroPe which merely
served ag a weapon. of inporianlist penctratio, domination and
exploitation of the Africansg, sided with Vhite migsionarieg
to fight against the nationaligt crugade for independence
'which they dubbed communigt in the name of Godli Thus,
condemnipg the anti~-nationalist missionary activities in the

caloniea. the British Christian Socialists noteds
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eene Chrigtiang imiBridain should Anai'st that the
great mis~ionary societies, which congtantly eppeal
for money f£rom Church people, should ccase %o
operate & policy under which some of their agents
are in effeet, "prison chaplaing' procleining in
he name of Christ capitelation to foreisn rule,
(emphagis mine) (Machyo, ibide DoO)

The African pseudo=intelligntsia throughou’ +their cducational
system had been conditioned to despise all things African, to
feel inflerior to the Whites, in order to gerve the colonial

system ag loyal gservantse This point was very well expressed
by Mzee Ilyerere when he wrote of colonjial education that

It was not designed to prepare

young people for the service of their
country; ingtead, it was motivated

by o degire +to0 inculecate the value '
of the colonial society and to

train individualg for the service

of the colonial state... the syate
interegt in education thérefore
stemmed from the need for local
clerks, and junior officialsg; on

top of that, varioug religious groupsgs
vicre interested in gpreading literacy and
other education as part of their
evongelical work, (Machyo Migsionary
Educ:' 1976;536)

In other wordg colonial education never developed critical
awarenegs of the native alitess This would Linve been dangerous
to colonial rule. Its objectives was therefore not to congcientize,
but to domesticate, to insgtill a glave mentality, o depengdence
pergonalitys . It wag, therefore

a_form of domination, a form of suppies-ioin of

personality, individual will and individual

agpitationg, and even, to a certain ecxtent,

a nethod of domination, a method oi bringing

the individual into submigsion with regpeci to

elements of powers (Makarenko 1965: 55

This point can not be better supported by another authority
than by the confegsion of a Belgiam Mission ligr, Loclens who

noted with epecialihope at. the height of the atruggle for

indcpendcnce in Cong:&mw Znirc), the Tact that the eatire



- 5

thet only Christian - Qathaélic religion i
bazed on authority, is capable of changing
native mentality, of giving to our Africens
a clear and intimate consciousness Bf their
dutieg, of ingpiring in them respect fox
authority and a spitit of loyalty towards

Belgium. (ibid: 47)

Hence Valier Rodney was right to condemm colonial gchooling as

'education for subordination, exploitation, the creation of

mental confusion and the development o.underdevelovment,'!

(Radney 1972: 64)

Indeed ag the Bnglish Headnosser of Budo

Rev: H.W. Veatherhead once admitted, the conccrn of both the

British Covernment and the Missions, was for the boys see tO

be true 40 the Bmpite to which they belong,'

“he boys who

were *“eken from Chiefly homes were to be trained as future

chiefg who would succeed their fathers,

'(iblj_d.: 29)

The African pseudo = intellingentsia wag thus deliberately

preparéd by the colonial education system to be a slave driver

in the e~ervice of imperialism,

once corrcetly pointed out, the

produce a nationalist intelligentsia,

Otherwise, as Robert Moeteno
colonial cducators feared to

The reagon was that

'such a gyoup' was 'capable of synthesizing the coniradiction of

indigenous African culture and Europecan imporicd culture to

producc a new interpretation of
That was the real reagon behind
againgt +the elements of Afrivan
not in the interegt of colonial
For ag Gustav

the nome of Godl

'The crux of the matter is'that

colonial weality,' (ibid: 46)
the migsionary's siruggle
cultural herif:;o w&iéh wére
tule and exploitation, in
Jahoda (1961:95) pointed out,

the mentality oi the inhabitantsg

wag vicwed' by the agents 8f imperialism in ite colonial from

'ags an obgtacle ih the economic

development of the ceonomy.
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Prom this ctand point we should therefofe note +hot 'some
(Africnn-BC) customs were not only primitivé and unchristian,
but algo annoying to employers;} Says Jahoda (pp.cit).

formal independence did not change the 2%tisude of the
imperialiste towards Africa, neither did it aifccet that of the
kings,‘ﬁhc traditional chiefs, the religious lecaderg ond the
pseudo~intelligentsia, This is because the achicvement of
formsl independence was not a geauine liberating c.ent, it was
not:{¥ ansformation ol ‘the colonial relations, i: wag merely

i
a reform, o change of guards, which left the anti-~-African

independence forces intact under the new fom ol imperialism we

now know ag Neo~Coloniakigm,

It ig in the light of the, foregoing th:ot we should briefly
_examine the real basis of'Internal Conflict' in Africa, Our
thegig i~ “hat whereas the relations under prec-colonial African
gocieties were baged on the struggle Tor o aigh genge of
social regpongibility, for the maintencnce oI coopcrcotion,
harmony and fair sharing of the product of colleccuive effort -

the gocial product, the colonial system dcegtroyed this relationghip

and creaed gocio~ecconomic conditions wltich are rogponsible

for the devclopment of a kind of clags struys;le wihich is
manifested in so~called tribal or ethniec, ond rvelizious conflicts
in pregent day Africa, That the African peceudo-intelligentsia

or the petty bourgeoisie class having develpped under colonial

socio~economnic conditions which preventcd that clags developing
to a level of critical awarencss, is o dependend clagss self
Eentred, egoistic ond selfish and therefore incupable of adva-
neing posi=colonigl African society to unity ond genuine

liberation,
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Because by its very nature it has nothing congtructive to offer
to the people other than to exploit ethnic and religious senti=-
ments among the masses for its owm clasgs advoncement; cnd that
the masseg cagily respond to the call of the petty bourgeoisie
in terms of éthnic conflicts because of the formers'! struggle
for cultural idenéitz -~ hence th%fear of cultural dominatio n
by othcrvapparently more powerful cultural groups., And

finally <+hat the neo-colohialist agents exploi’ the dependent
mentality and therefore ideologjcal backiwardnc=s of}he petty
bourgeoisie, and the need for cultural identity of the various
nationality in order to divide and rule and “herefore advance
imperiaeliet interest under neo-colonial relotions, Iinally,
that to eliminate these conflicts calls for firet and foremost,
the elimination of the petty bourgeoise cloge which fang and
services in thege conflicts and thus createg fuvourable

conditions for imperialist domination,

I

The fashion in post-colonial Africa is to blome whatever
had gone wrong on the Africang themgelves, 1In facty since the
slave trade gpame¢’ three centurieg ago, Africang continue to be
blamed for their own misfortunes, while foreigners arc given
eredit for the Africans' salvation, civilisation, progress and
the like, Thus the slave trade is blamed on the Africans themselves,
then on the Arabg, and least onfhe Buropecang, The cnd of that
notorious trade iz credited with the BEuropcans ~o that the #etims
of the +rade d@id nothing to stop it! Colonigation is present
as a 'eivilising mission! and therefore ag o 'wiy e man'g

burden' ¢
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But the Africans who took up arms to resist it 2re portrayed
as heatheng- rebels:. the Aghanti Kings, the Herero neople,
the Chala ond the Zulu anti-impericlist stiuggle, near home
*the‘Kabdlega‘:nd Mwanga gtruggles etcs; theze aore depicted
as anti-progress forcess, When it came to pogi~war nationalist
independgﬁce struggles the leaders = Nkurﬁﬁ;{s, fugazi,
Kenyatta, Lumuimba ond others are presented as'evil doers!,
as demagogucs, anti-progress, failures, in liJe, verandah boys,
-agitators, communists and the like 'who are eclf-scekerg!
and therefove 'migleading the people!, AUnd:r neo-colonial
libcraﬁign struggleg, independence ig preszenicd as o gift.

from the colonial powers, aid is presented cg o humanitarian

eprcngion from theFich peopls injithe eapiktolict sent to the
poor in ‘Me so-called Third World., The pecople of the latter
are therefore expected to be grateful tq their bencfactors =
the aid donors. Any Gpression of ingratitude becausge aid
ig digcovered to be o weapon of imperialigm (Hayter) is
strongly frowned at by - the 'donors' and their locol allies,
the petty bourgeois elements who are the locgl beneficiaries
of: the inbcrnationalfexploitive network, For ag Professor
Admen Curle =ays 'The exploitive network is ¢ network because
the olit;a vwaich mostly means thc'educ:tci liteg of the
poor naiiong cre sucked into the rich countrice! economic
systemg. ' Jithin thot system these elites from poor aations
Yserve as the local agents of the great'corpormtions' - the

multinasionals, MNC < 'or asg the officicls who faocilitate (the)

f1 x i \
canceroun growth' of these corporations. (p.4)



G
Further on he elaborates, referring to the posi-colonial role
played by <the local elites, After formal colonial rule the
colonial operators, the governors, and their officials were
inevitebly replaced by another kind of operaiors, - Curle
“herefore notes:

Ag the representatives of the rich

na*tions in the poor countries (ex=coloaie~ -BC)

increased in numbers, as the colonial of’icials

were replaced with technical experts, foreign

advisers, representative of a hogt of agencies

and above all by businegs men, so a new clite

began to emerge,
This ncw elite congigts of '"local agents of foveign corporation,
officiels who smoothed the way, ministers and others whoge
good will it was desirable to purehasge, labour lcaders who
could control the workers.,' Add to that religioug lcaders
financially supported by foreigners who consinue %o preach
the word of the white man in the name of Cod cnd thug serve
to kill the nationalist tempo and enthesicem of the masgses
and call them into sleep to facilitate neo-colonial exploitation,
Curle *he.cfore, correctly obgerves that: I is tiis group
that hoe reslly profited from aid and foreigh investment,
How have“fhey benefited? They have done so throucsh local
contracts, the gifts; from their friend overscce, 'the high
salaries, the privileges, the opportunitiee¢ Tfor iravel, and
scholarchips abroad, the chances to investy (.as' So when
the leadera of the thional Liberation or .leci~%.mce Movements
attack continued imperialist relationg ag the.real couse of
our intcrnal conflicts and therefore economic and political
backwardnegs, this beneficiaries will automaticolly ally with

,

their foreign mentors and benefactors to resist change,
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They will therefore attack the leaders of progrezsive national
movements seeking genuine independence ond devclopmeﬁt as
bandits, power huagry, self-geckers, communisis eic,, in an
effort to justify the fascigt attrocitics they are perpetrating
on the ma~~cg of people who are struggling Tfor their democratic
righte and genuihe national liberation,

The fact ig that the imperialist practice of justifying
their plunder of African regourceg by blai o %he Africang
for their migfortune ig as old ag the gdlave trade, As lMarx
wrote, caong the factors which contributed to “he growth of
early cajitalism wag the trade in Africang os commodities.

This elave trade was however, justified on the Arigtotalian
philogophy of gome people having‘been born notural slaves;

on the Catholic Chrigtian ddctrine of heatheng having no
souls and therefore justifying the right of Chrietian nations
to ensglave them,

However, the attitude of the west towards Africang has
been eggsentially due to:. the fact that to justify their dominance
and exnloitation of our human and natural regourcegs they have
alweys regarded and treated ug os small children yiao have
failcd to grow upe They therefore think thet they know better
what is good for ugs, They ghould therecfore draw up the
development model for us to copy and imitate lilke a monkey
does a'manl Any departure from such o model ig strongly resented
and obetructed by the use of forece if necez-ary, Ia faet
what the west meang by development in Africa, is 40 create =
to develop -~ a black European or American, Thue for the
Afrieon petty bourgeoisie_development meang, aond is in fact

scen, s being synonimous with westernisation, DSut ag Bagil

\
- N e . el sy-C WS
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Thege convictions may how seem greatly
open to question., The fact remaing
that they and their underlying motivasiions
have gone far to form the general culifure of
the "advanced" countries, and
even, here and there, the general
culture of the backward countrieg, 1¥f
nothing else, they have given
rise to a large number of misunderstondings
about the nature of the problemg of any

, other part of the "Third World,"

It s e R Ay ey ey

He thereforc continued to obgerve that 'These problems are
thus pregentcd, and widely accepted, as riging chiefly from
a failure Jo develop what already exists: from a failure,

that igy t0 cnlarge and expand an existing pocial and cconomic

structures and international relations without any fundamental
chanre! The failure to develop according to thige model isg
therefore not attributed to that colonial socio-cconomic
system, but as Davidson says:

the weaknegs of this or Hhat regiie,

the corruption of this or that individual,
the digsidence of this or that group,

or gimply the fecklegsneams of populaiions
'who do not live asg'

the Vegt livess, In other words the blome for failure igs put
on 'intcrnal conflicts,' ethnicity, religioug and other
differences which are algo bound in developed countries. Or
what Goran IHyden (1987:82) calls "The Economy of affecction,!
But as Davidson corrcectly assertse 'All this scems to be a
migeconcemption of how things recally are, DIecauge:

The problems of politicelly independent
Africa <ee arige in no eggential
way from a failure to develop wvhat
already existse Thig is becauge what
already exists, in the sense of gocio-
cconomic system or articulated natioinal
structure, is not capable of devclopment,
cannot become a viable meang of generzl
nrogress, offers no reliable founcation
sk for a “better future, (op. cit
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Because, infact, what already exists in post-colonial Africa
'is either an inheritence from a world that is past, - a

world of abakulu b'ebika (clan Leaders) or the'icrely peripheral

fragmént or fragmenfs of an international gystem built and
controlled for thc benefit of non-Africans.‘ (g. 5) for the
penefit of +the controllers of the internationesl exploitive
network, The truth is that 'the past cennoi be recalled,
however valid it may once have been,' And yei 'the peripheral
fragments' - the present ﬁeo-colonial socio-cceononic system,
'cannot be made to develop: cannot themselves, thot ig lead
to system~ which will be viable and expancive because they
will dso0 be celf-generating, govereighn in their choices of
options cnd independent in their capacity o changes' (p.5)
Accordingly, if progress: ‘is to be achicved there is need

for a fundanental change, for a delinkage from the oppregsor

system into which imperialism has entangled ue,

Thus when we deal With internal conflictsg in Africa it is

i

important that we start by examining their true roos in  the
external conditions which constitute the pregent in Africas
Thece conditions are those impOSed.py the colonial system on
fho African pre-capltalist societiess The very conditions
which develop uaderdevelopment in Africa,

The pre=-colonial Africa was egssentially a »nre-copitalist
society whose dominant relationship was baged on collective
conmunal interests, cooperation in work, ‘muituazl elp mutual
regpcct and trust, and fair sharing of the collceiive means

-

of subeci=fcnce - lands The spirit of individualism which ig
the ideological basis of capitaligt production rclationg was
ag ye+t +to.develop, Dand was not only a collec ive assct where

the kings, chiefs or clan leaders were mere btrugtees for the
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mutual help, communal work teams and the disiribution of the
social product}- as manifecsted in the sharing oi clan meat,
Disﬁribuﬁipn of land amopg individual familics was based on
the'princiﬁlc of fair sharing of the good and warginal land
and meeting the people's needs. We can s:fely say that the

distribution approached closely the rule.from cach according

to hig work to each acoording to hig needs, ZTeconlec kinew clearly

well th-*% they had to work in order to eat, DIabour was not
only the gource of divelihood and progress bus; it was also

regpected, ' Lazy people were not, therefore resnecied in

society, The quality of AfricanbEducation, ag uodney described

it

was its relevance to Africans in
sharp contrast with what was
Xater introduced, The following
features of indigenoug African
cducation can be congidered
outgtanding: its cloge link

with social life, both' in material
and spiritual sense; its collective
nature; its many sidenegsg; and

i%e progressive development in
uniformity with the succesgsive
stages of physical emotional and

(RS

mental development of echilid,.
In +his educational gystem, '"There was no szeperation of
education ond productive activity or any diviecion between
monual ond intellectual education,' Thus it can be seen that
unlike colonial education: 'Altogether, “through mainiy
informal mcanas, pre-colonial.African education mcotched the
realitics of pre-colonial African society and produced well-
rounced personslities to fit into that socicty,' (p. 262)
In other words, the pre-colonial education gyeten produced .
pcovnle who were highly sociélly conseioug ond responsible,

with a high level of ctitieal consciousness, seli-confident,
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self-recpect, sense of independent judgement ond trusgt in the
possibiliticg of their own society and people Ifor mutual
developnent ond progress.

Because the issue of gocial inequality baqed on property
relationg in +he form of land was absent, and cvcryone had a
rounded un education, pfe—colonial African practiged genuine
democracy baged on mags participation in ‘digcussion, deecision
naking cndé the implementation process, VThe' guiding social
principles were therefore popular democracy, coopergtion,
mutucl “rust and help, compesdtion and reconecilitotion in cage
of dieputeg or injuriess The objective of gocial adninistration
by elder~ was to create conditions for genuine unily, baged
on mutual trust, peace, happinegsy prosperity, hormony and
fair of all members of society.

The coning of the colonial rule shuttercd all these,

It is %true that left alone, African soéieties would algo have
developed ~ indeed as all gocieties have to - into the stages
of doudalien, capitalisa ete, But such development would
have faollowed the normal path of the developmen’ of all human
"societics,

However, the objectives of colonigation was not to civilise
Africang or end. the slave trade, The Buropcan colonial powers

having developed an industrial capitalist system from the slave

trade, wcre now more interested in the cheap Taw materials
availcble in Africa and to use the African cheap lubour to
produce and acquire them cheaply, They werc cleo interested
in acquiring moerkets for their cheap industricl counodities;

and not least, 'virgin lands for investment of surplus capital,



In other words, the objective of colonial anncxation was to

expropriate and appropriate the Africang economic surplus

in ordor to facilitate further accunulation in Lurope, Africa
was thug regorded by the European eupire builders ag their
undeveloncd country estate,

In ordceT foi the colonial exercise to rucced, the colonial
powers hod therefore to impose an international division of
lebour be“ween the colonies and the so-called nother country -
the metropolis, Africans were forced to produce *he raw materialg
agriculture and naterials required by the 'moiher country!
and in turn to buy in unfair exchange the cheap industrial
produbts of the 'mother country!, Africans were “hus forced
to produce what they did not need and to conesume ot they
did not produce, But even more important, ALricaens wanufacturing
industrial development was arrested and stopped as the
division of labour meant thet European colonial powerg were
to monopolise all the manufacturing, intellectually stimulating
activiities, Afriean cultural development was thus stemuad,-

To neet the colonial demands the mode of production
conducive to capitalist exploitation was inposed, The peaple'ls
common property = land-which provided the bagig for African
democratic social telations was either expropriated and given
to Zurecpean settlers; or wasg given to thg African ruling groups
to acquire their collaboration, VWage lcbour hithertoiunknown
to the Africaon was introduced; noney was introduccd as o means
of exchange, education wag introduced os on ingirunent . of
developing loyal servants of the colonial gystem; Loreign
religions - especially christianity was introduced ap an

instrument of psychological warfare against /ffrican cultural

values ond heritage -~ as o means of impoging intellectual
dorination,
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Religion cnphasised individualisn as a meansg o personcl salvation,

- When it come to educoation, ite purpose and objceuive was to
adececulturiszc the African - to produce o black.-Zuropcan, The
ain of educction was thercfore to glienase the African aos
o huilan oging, as a nenber of hig societg, Doarding schools
like Zudo,. were deliberately built for that puiposes The
migeionarieg to succeed in the process of ccculiturigation =
of the Africanigpation-adopted a policy of removing small
African childfen from their homesg where they were subjected

to African cultured influence, Asavia Wandira (1972:11)
cités Bishop Tillis of the CMS who pointed out the funetion
of +the boarding school ag an indoctrination centre undexr

-colonial rule:

The nmogt effective work gan be done
through a boarding school, wherc at
the most impressionable age, through
a courge of a few years, in khe
Christian atpogphere, the young pacge

can receive his first lessong in the
chrigtian faith,

&

At these boarding schools cducation was divorced from

- the African realities. It was learning by rotc acbout Europe,

cbout the white man'g way of life, For the boye werc not

expected to porticipate direetly in the activitics of

nateriel production, their role was to be that of slave drivers.

They werc therefore, ‘prepared to oceupy poesitions in Govern-

nent officeg or as rulers of counties, while ;t tile gane time

it is rccogniscd and hoped that some will become teachers

and preachers,' Declaral the catherheads lends of Budo.
Education was therefore neant for the sons pf ch;gﬁs,

but then, chiefs theriselves were no longer responsible to

the people, they had been converted-to- ecolonigl instruments

L
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'of oppression, coercion and domination. The people, therefore
lost respeet for and trust in them, - Purthcrowc, with the
jngroduction of wage enploymenty cducation wasg a certificate
to better monetary renunera%ion.

1n “he colonial éituation the role oi womell &S producers
of wealth cnd the mothers of the future generation was relaged
to the bottom, They never featured at all as & factor of
gocial development ond progress o8 nad been the cage in pre-=
coloninl =socictye DLond was for the men, education Wwas for
the mcn ©o wes remunerative enployment. 1o +he nisgionary
education gysten the place of the womaon was to b in the
kitchen, ©She Was preferred tO pbecome & good nouscviife of
ghe cducaited s0as of chiefs, She becane a Lelplews dependent
personality.

1n tcrms of the country the colonial governors impoged o
regional divicion of labour, In Uganda, the gouthern gone=
Bugaonda, Busogo and Bukedi (Tororo) and later Dugicshu ond.
Tego were to be producers of ‘the cgricul tural cagll crops -
cotton nnd coffee denonded by the colonial labour and later
.£o provide ;lliterate young men to be employed in vhe colonial
arned forces = the forces of colonial cocreion nd gupprcgsione
Colonial district boundaries were eggentially drowa according
to ethnic borders. But nore importond ¢ech cthnie district

-

oxisted oo il others did not. There wag NO oitCHpsd to

egtcblish horigzontal aond vertical indigcnous caninistrative
linkogesn, This would not have confomed to the inperialist

practiee of Divide cnd Rulo, Nor did educniion cvex ottenpt

to cregote o notional cultural congeciousgil gs. n Hermg of

educction all the leading schools were located in the production
ZONE ' ’
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Only sone of outstanding chiefs and clergynen were allowed
to come south to these schoolsge, = Thoge of peasant origin who
were bright cnough had to be gponsored.by the nigsionaries,
5o thot whether in terms of the cconomy, of adminigtration or
of education and culture, each district looked to the governor
through the Provineial Comnmissioner (PC) cnad from tuere to
the colonial office in London, The affairg of cacih district
therefore remained its own buginess, The ofthcrs werc not concer-
ned,

In temras of religion, the white colonieciz uged religion

t0 ‘deceive AfTricans ‘to flght each other so ag Lo deeide by

violenee whether<it was the  Arvabg, the Hrench or thé British

At dullir

who were going to be the nagters of Ugands, Dut while the
Arcbg shd tHe whitos fought for political deminctioh* Africans
who seisually "bore, the brunt of .the Tighting weére node to
belicve that they were;fighting to gave their respective reli-
gioug fodths,
fnother practice which created antogonisiic consciousness {

cnong Africang was the use of Baganda as agenis of he colonial
govérnmcnts. The' Bagenda served ag ehiefg in vorious parts
of the coun‘ry to establish British colonial rule, Thus the

;i-colonial gtruggle in Bunyoro known_é,u Konyaonsire was
dirccted agoaingt Baganda chiefs as agents of +the Britishe

Still asnother praoctice wag the extrovagent praiscs that were

heaped on Baganda by colonial ogents .and cven nizwionaries

On the o“her hand, Banyoro who hﬁd violently regicted Britigh
coloniention werc called all gorts of derogctory nomes neant
tor huniliate ‘them.  Meanwhile, the Acholi cg +he main gupplier

~# mon Tor the King's African Rifles (KAR) were proised os
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The overall effects of colonigation con therefore bve

sunimoned up thug: A property rclctionship was insroduced in
tems of lond ownership and control which crcatcd the londlord
cnd tensnt pystem which had never cxisted - cgpecially in
Bugonda., The structuring of the gocio-ceonoric aystems
created sociol divisions which had.never exigted beioxre

education alicnated the educated and tumed (aci ingo o
dependant clngs whose loyclty was to the ogentg of inperialism
and ogoing’s the pre-colonjial African soeisl volucs and ughered
Ina gprisit of conpetition o~ndxrivalry for tho m@nns of the
developnent of 2 national conscioushess ciong the energent
indigenous elite, In terms of psychology religions wag,' the
leading role played by the Baganda under colonial rule, the
praising of the Acholi ag 'natural worriorg cnd %he socio=-
econonic diviegion of the country into zoncg produced antagonistic
congeciousneas which led to the superiority conplex of Baganda
petty bourgeoisie, and which led to the supceriority cavy anmg

jealous 1eading to enferiority complex acnong the non-IZaganda

petty bourgcecoisic,

18

In tcrmgs of economic clasgses the colonial socio-ccononic
syshen creatcd on egsentially of petty bourgeoipic class.
This clisn, cxcept for the landlords in Bugenda did not possess
an independent neansg df economic livelihoodes I derived its
socio-ccononic status from the colonial educétion systen,
This systen enanbled its graduateélto be cnployed g minor
functionarieg in the colonial systen, Ag ninor functionaries

their -mbition wag to emulate the ways -nd nancri-ng of the

Vhite colonial rulers.
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Since they hod been intellectually clicnated from their natural
African society they had nothing left for them to do than to
rle

aspire foxr the Buropecan way of life or life g3

v

- Obulosu bwe kizungu -~ and therefore the political ang econonic

positions the European occupied in the gyoteiize  Sor Prantz
Fanon (1963:32) once observed,
the ‘look that the notive turhg on’‘the

settlers' town is o Yook of lugt o look of
envy; it cexpresscs hig dreams of posgregsion

" L

all nonner of possession, t0 git ot the seistlerd
toble, to slecp in the settler's bed, with his
wife if possible,
Accordingly, the petty bourgeois class proper never guarrelled
agoinst “he sgystem, Its sole objective was to Tceplace the
white uonasers of that systen.
Bu% 'the pesty bourgeois-has ashandiecp, Ho ig ideologically

backward, Hig conception of what independence rcally neang
was fhurofore limited, For him aoll that.was nccded to achieve
independence wag the removal of the white officicls, That
achieved cverything would follow automatically, He would step
into the whitc man's shoecg but work within coloninlly structuded
system to eradicate poverty, disease and ighornnce. Thege
were hies fighting slognné. The eneny woag the white officials
not the :ycmem; Therefore the petty bourgeoie'! real interest
wag the waise nan's job and therefcore socio-ccononic status,

At the gbart of the anti=colonial novciient ghe petty
boufgooigic were therefore limited by omly onc objecetive = to
rondvc the white mane They rellied the nagecs of people to
their cupport because thot is alsgo whot the nrtgres wonted,

They wznted to end the huniliating conditiodg tacy sufifc
under the colonial rule - toxes, police brut¢lity,’lnw

5L % ISR Y SRR Ryt MR -« S 1, 3 S St Ay i SR (s PO L R T T it FETI B B €
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in clung etes The white rulers seeing no option %o independence

goave i, ;uﬁ tlig also had o negoative cficet on she anti-colonial
nationclizt novenent, The petty bourgeoizic now forgot the
indepcndence, issuc becauge it was no longzer debatcavle, It
was now w0 was going to occupy whitVPOSition? Phe netiy
bourgeoisie now begun to complete furiougly Tor political
positiong for stepping into the white non's shocg, But ginse
they were .idedogically backward, they could concdive
of no other political issucg to- debate in the shiruggle to0 win
the nasecsg, The only option left to hen wag %o cxploit the
obvioug etanic and religioug differences, ond rogional unbalaonced
socio=econonic eolonial development, And witiiin these differences
they_resortod to egoigrl, personalities nome colling ond outright
licg, ™hot is why they Jabelled politics a 'dirty sae!

Tro. %his point in the history of the anti~colonial

struggle nationalist patriotic pnlitigs gives woy %O vhe pnlitios

of the gue~t for'falling into thingg! oi enking., “hat is how

for exanple, countries like Uganda}Kcnya achicved their inde-
pendence in the 1960's,.

Bﬁﬁ it is importont to point out thot the petty bourgsoisie
resort o the cxploitation of ethnic and religiouvs differences
for poli=ical end not becaouse they are sincerely '+ribalist!
or genuinely rcligious but nerely as an easy convinient mcans
of attraesing the support of the nasses and thus uge then to
clinb ih%o positiong of political power wiich they caon then
exploit for pcfsonal enrichnent, For in tems of #ribal
affinity nony petty bourgeoigie are, o8 WC hoye éocn an
aliennted people, The petty bourgeoisic¢ still bulieve in
'one noiion onc people, onc leadership! but she guegtion is

& capyde  Tan wn 2iNe
who ig %0 bc the leader and now does he ges shere given the
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keen competition for tne position? The only option for
them is to seek the answer in ethnic and religious
lifferences. Internal conflicts are therefore the crea-

tion of the petty bourgeoisie to dividéand rule.

It is important to stress tnat petty bourgeoisie
2 xploit ethnicity and religious differences for personal

cains, rather than because tiese are the real issues

elt by the people. That is why ethnic or religious
ronflicts do not flare up first from places. where the
ettty bouréeoisie'compete for jobs and positions. SO
vhen such conflicts like Baganda against non-Baganda in
Buganda, Sebei against Bagisu, Bamba-Bakonjo asainst
3atoro, Banyankore against Banysrwanda, gnd even witaln
>thnic groups, South Bugisu against North Bugisu, it will
e found that behind them are ‘tne petty bourgeoisie

4

sompeting for jobs and political positions.

However, their success 1n this game depends on tne
level of the desire of tne masses for cultured and re-
Ligious identity. The force of cultural identity as a

1oving spirit behind tne liberation struggles at inter-

1gtional and national levels has been very clearly stated
)y UNESCO (1977:37) thus:

"The gssertion oi- cultural identity is

now widely TeCog0nised as a powerful 1
factor in tne liide of the nations as well as £
in international relations. Pirstly as '1
a factor making for liberation, cult- /!
ural identity proviaes a Jjustificgtion

for independence movements and resist-

ence to coloniglism. for newly establisned

states cultural identity remains a

guarantee of thelr very existence as a
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nation. The ri.nt to one's own cul-

ture is invoked thnroghput the world,

in the fight against racial, ethnic,

linguistic or cultursl discrimination,

as a basic human right".
Thus 'the assertion of cultural identity is still exer-
ting a decisive influence on liberation movements, part-
icularly in Africa'. That is why even Marxist oriented
thinkers and revolutionaries have also found it to be

a difficult dialogue (Ronatrdo Munck 1986).

The fact is tnat witnin individual African countries
cultural identity plays a big role in tne internal con-
flict., This is, in every aAfrican country, you find a 5
single dominant etinnic group fearing to be culturally
submergsed by smaller cultural groups but wno togetner
constitute the grcat majority of tue country's populatione
And conversely the swaller group also fear the domina-
tion of the largest single group. This is the case in,
for examples, Uganda and Kenya; Baganda sgainst the
rest and vice-versa, similary Kikuyu against otners.

Here petty bourgeois politics exploits these feafs.
That 1s tne case of pre-independence confrontation be=
tween the Kabaka Yekka (KY) and tne Uganda People's
congress (UpC) in Uganda. Religious fears are exploit-

ed in a sjmilar way, for example in Nigeris and Sudan.

The fact is tnat in a country like Uganda the great
mejority of the masses of people take pride in their

cultural heritage even if some of it is subject to
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historical changes that all societies have experienced
and must experience in the course of tueir social
development e.g£. the disolving away of the Kingship
or monarcnial institution as a heritage of a form of
feudal order. But apart from that, people in Uganda -
apart from the petty bourgeoisie - gre very sensitive
to things like language and otner forms of behaviour
they cherish 1B their sub-cultures. For example, in
those areas where you find Lunyankore and Luganda speak-
ing people, as in parts of Mubende District, each
group will stick to its own language even at public
meétings. The same 1is true in areas of Tororo and
Soroti Districts where tne Luo and Iteso have lived
together for generations. what is true of cudlture

is true of religjon. It is very difficult to make

a conservative Christian to believe that Islam is also

respectable religion and vice-verse.

Such deeply rooted culturél and religious feel-
ings are the eagsiest means the petty bourgeoisie ex-
ploit for political ends. But again it should also be
pointed out tunat because the. petty bourgeoisie €Xploit
these cultural demands, it does not follow that they
believe in them! It is only because they are convinient
for gaining mass support. For as we have noted the
petty bourgeoisie are an aljenated class from genuine
African cultural roots. DNMany of them cannot write and
read in their motner languages properly, let alone ex-

press in it. In fact some feel asnamed wihnen referred to
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by their ethnic name! whille the great majority of
them will feel at home with peasants and workers

from their ethnic groups - because they 'have nothing
in common to discuss!' Tney encourage tuelir cnildren
fo forget 'tribal' languages, customs and traditions .
because these are primitive, They enjoy beilng called
Buropean names as opposed to their aAfrican ngmes.
Many do not enjoy eating and drinking traditional
foodstuffs and brews. In fact, in Uganda, the petty
bourgeoisie are opposed to learning african languages
etc.. For example an educated Acnoli can live in
Buganda.for years and yet will never take trouble

to learn Luganda or Swahill in order to commuanicate

witn ordinary people,

The fact whnich must be accepted as truth aoout
the petty bourgedisie is tnat they have no respect
for the peasant - work class, from which they origi-
nate. They are ashamed of 1t gnd hence of their origin.
what therefore Professor'Dudley Seers sald some years
back is very true of the African scene today, He 0b-
served that:

"Tf Ministers and civil servants

aré separated too far economically
from tine mgjority of the population,
they will be unavble to understand
the problems of the common people,
especially tnose of rural areas.
They may nardly be aovle to commu-
nicate witn them, let glone formu-
late workable policies for moder-
nising rural society."
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This is because having no respect for and confidence
in the rural society. 'They will tend to be sceptical
about the possibility of development, to underestimate
the potential power of nationalism, to despise rural
like (and rural dwellers) and disperage manual work.'

(Gardiner et al, 1970:1c0).

This conteﬁpt ior rural soclety and rural dwellers
by the petty bourgeoisie 1s clearly demonstrated by
the African petty bourgeois worker. They are very
reluctant to go back to tne village (mukyazlo)- when
their husbands, for one reason or another, stop work-
ing or cease to be prosperous in towns. Beilng ashaumed
of their Africanism they spend collossal sums Qf money
trying to Europeanise themselves (Okulavika ekizungu)
by even obliterating tneilr natural features.and appear-
nce 1n their keen struggle to ape their wnite sisters!
in the name of 'looking fashionable'! to the greatest
embarrassment of both the aped whites and thne black
patriots wrio pelieve intblack 1s beautifylt In: fact
the petty bourgeoisie find it embarrassinéAto miX free-

ly with the worker-peasant class.

From this obscrvation 1t can be seen clearly that
the motive of the petty bourgeoisie is not to advance
the people's culture but to merely exploit cultural

sentiments as a2 means of acaleving political ambitions.
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The petty bourgeoisie are therefore the biggest
enemies of the African cultural heritage which they

regard as a'sign of 5¥imitivity, backwardness and

i e

inferiority.‘zﬁlv. /
111
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Lastly and not least, 1s tne role the impgriglists
g
play in creating and fanning internal confligcts AS
we have noted imperiglist domination is based on the

motto: Divide and Rule. The imperialists succeeded

in conguering and dominsting large tracts of African

territories through divide and conquer. while they

treated one African ethnic group as a friend and ally
théy engaged the other which was hostile. lieanwhile
those wno were not.so engaged kept aloof on the basis
of 'tebinkwatako'!l (It does not affect me) only to
fzll vietims later on, Secondly in surrendering
political power to Africans, the imperialists had

no intention of relinquishing ecoﬁOmic control. Under
formal colonial dominagtion direct poiitical ebntrold is
essentiagl for smoothening the process of exploitation.
But when that direct control proved t00 expensive
after the Secund {orld war, the imperialists nad to
devise a new metnod of control whiéh would assure them
their real objective: economic control and exploitation.
It was discovered that it was possible to recruit a
class of indigenous allies as agents to whom politcal

power could be handed and through whom the imperial powesrs
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would continue to be tne real rulers of the ex-colony.

This 1ndirect rule is what we now Qall Neo-Coloniglism.

The existence of this new form of dOminatiog e s
noted very early at thne beginning of formal independence

by the All African Peoples' conference (AAPC) held at

Cairo in 1901. Neo-Colonial relationship were described
as;

"The survival of tne 'colonial system

in spite of formal recognition of

political independence in the emer-

ging countrics, whnich become victims

of indirect and subtle form of domi-

nation by political economic, social,

military or technicgl means."

(Machyo 1970:21)
Later Nkrumah writing about Neo-Colonialism pointed
out that the state which is subject to it, 'is, in
thedry independent and has all the outward trappings
of international sovereignity'. But 'in reality its
economic system and tunus its political policy is
directed from outside'. In fact neo-colonialism, like
formal colonialism also Operates through religious and -
other seemingly innocent cultural and humgnitarian
organisations, - And in a country wanere tne petty bour-
geolsie are dominant, neo-~colonial agents penetrate them,
and set them against eacn other by exploiting their
egoistic, selfish personal ambitions. The objcctive is
either to disorganise an existing united nationalist
patriotic movement based on superficial unity by exploit-

ing minor differences among tne petty bourgeoisie in order




B I

to make it impossible to forge an anti-imperialist
‘united front to struggle for genuine national libera-
tion and independence. S50 that, as an American journal-
ist once pointed out, benind every strife in Africa
there are guropean powers struggling to curve out
markets for themselves. 1 think Professor 3tanslav
Andreski (1968:192) summed up the essence of neo-colo-

nial relations very clearly. He says:

"In its economic aspects the essence
of neco-colonialism is the continua-
tion of a rapacious dictatorial and
proliferating ruling clique enmasked
in a vicious circle of exploitation
and strife, with laisse% - faire capi-
talism, tamed neither by any democra-
tic forces nor even by a bureaucracy
guided by raison d'etat and operating
under conditions Of 1nsecurity which
make a soclally beneficent condut of
businesg unprofitaole or even perhaps
impossible."

S50 behind these internal strifes and conflicts in post-

colonisl Africa are neo-colonial relastions.

In conclusion let us emphasise that behind inter-
nal conflicts in Africa are the imperialist powers
uéing the African petty bourgeoisie as their allies
and reliable agents. For the imperiglists these con-
flicts are necessary because they divert the attention
of the masses of people from the real cause of their
poverty, degradation and suffering. This diversion of
.attention means that the masses of African people cananot

sge their resl enemy - the imperialist. Conflicts are
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necessary for the ilmperiallsts because a united strong
Africa with complete control over its natural resources
is a threat to continued prosperity, economic and poli-
tical power and therefore military strength of Europe
which relies on the exploitstion - of African resources

t0 maintain its international status. For the fact

is thet without African cheap raw materials western
Europe becomes a doomed world. SO Luropean statesman
and finance capitalist circles aided by the US have to
make sure that they have free access to african resources.
For as Prantz Panon (1963:70) clearly and correctly
asserted: '... Buropean opulance is literally scanda-
lous, for it has been founded on slavery, it has been
nourished with the blood slaves and it comes directly
from tne soil and from the sub-soil of the underdevelop-

ed world," Of aAfrica.

conflicts are nccessary for the petty bourgeois
class becguse that is how this class can manage to ex-
ploit the bonfuslon to enrlch its individual members
at the expense of the toiling masses of the peasants
and workers of Africa. Thus for every internal conflict
that any African country experiences the biggest bene-
ficiaries are the foreign capitalists who control the
exploitive network, and the local beneficiaries are the
petty bourgeois governing cligue who pocket the largest

share of the crumbs left over by the imperialists.
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FProm the foregoing it follows that the first enenmy
of the African people is the imperialist, the second
enemy is the governing petty bourgeois class which
has mortgaged the country and tne people to foreign
interests in return for personal enrichment. For as
it has been correctly asserted: 'In the post-colonial
period Africgn political parties' led by the petty
bourgeoisie, 'have served primarily as instruments of
self-interested control in the service of the ruling
group'., And that because of this, it is the venality
of party politicians' wnicn 'has sometimes been the
trigger to action undertaken by the bureaucratic elements
of the civil service and military, though,... - generally
not in the interests of structural transformation.

(D.P. Ghai 1973:142). Because, since the buf;é;crats
and the military are also members of this class !'struct-
ural transformation' could only undermine the basis of
thelr personal accumulation ofleasy wealth through

corruption ete.,

Let us, therefore, note that Fanon (op.cit:124)
re jected the idea that these petty bourgeois leaders
who. have dominated the African scene since independence

arepgre intermediaries and therefore incapable of lead-

ing the people to genuine structural transformation.

He says:

"Seen through its eyes, its mission

has notning to do with transforming
the nation; it consists, prosaicelly,
of being tne transmission line between
the nation and a capitalism, rampat
though camouflaged, wnich today puts
on the masque of neo-colonialism."
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Nkrumah (1970:63) also cbrrcctly accused this class

of beilng gllies of tihe international finance capitalists.
Its governments have tnerefore become policemen f the
imperialist, multinational corporations. Accordingly,
"It is the indigenous bourgeoisie who provide the

main means by which international monopoly fingnce
continues to plunder Africa and to frustrate the pur-

poses of the African Revolution'.

The solution to Africa's internal conflicts must

therefore be seen in terms of a class struggle between

the progressive patriotic intelligentsia which represents
the genuine interests of tne people and the country on
the one hand, and tne petty bourgeoisie who serve the
intermediary role between the foreign forces of oppre-
ssion, suppression and exploitation of the country
and the people. What course the struggle has to take
was therefore very well summed up by sSaul interpreting
the arguments put forward by Gundar Frank:
He says: ;
", ..etactifully, the immediate enemy
is in fact the locally dominant
classes,though strategically imper-
ialism is undoubtedly the mgjor énemy
of progress and the long-run target.
Until  this question of which class
shall control the state is settled
it would be a mistake to pay exclus-—

ive attention to rallying "the people"
against imperialism,"

il o Sl

Because, unless we take seriously local or internal
contradictions and boldly confront them, 'anti-imperial-
ism may merely remaln rhetorical and vague, (while

ngtionalist slogans may be manipulated by the most

A . - NN -l
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