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. INJ)IGEl'D:ZING RELIGIOUS NAMES. 

1. General introduction. 

a. Positive and _A~~n Traditio-.E?-1Jl~.~j£_~!}• 

This is the beginning of a study that the author hopes t:o pursue 

more in tae near future. It discusses one small but important and 

controversal aspect in the ar ea of indigenization of the positive 

religions in the context of Africa. 

By positive r eligions here, refer enc e is made to those r eligions 

that trace their origins to the t~ achings of some great r eli9ious inno-
( ' . ' ' :·~( 

-~ , _ 

vators who spoke as the organs of divine r evelation and deliber a:tely de-
_. _ .. - . ---_: 

••. ' ;]' }:. · : c - - . - -

parted from the traditions of the past.1African Traditional Religions _as . . _:__ . . 

we knorr theL:l to-day do not cla:iJ?anything like that. They claim no reye-
' .!. ·.) 

lations, revealed books or scrip~ures or pronounced r elis;ious l eaders. 
• t ~. 

;-·-. : 

They greH up under the action of unconscious forc es .They are based on 
':I·,~J~ , - ~ : . · :- ~ · ; 

.::: ·.l.'. _. __ ;~ --

religious beliefs and u.sages that cannot be traced to tJ:e influeJ)c(3 of., 
. !. : • . 

individual minds; and they have not been propagated on i31dividuc;J. i:authori ty • 

African Traditional Religions form part of the inher.i t ance from the _pa.st. .. . - , . " ' , ... 

In the main, they are basecl on the philosophical and theologica:L belief 
. - . : . ,. - :··;- · - . 

-i . t .. · 

not only through H;is r evealed books . aJ:ld th_e only: 
• . .... .' .• !.. . _- .• · - --

people He sent, but also through ~is norks of creation. :Under this;CJ.l.l:J;'a 
_, _ _ .; . 

of past inheritance, the African peoples have l earnt to call themsolyes 
. _) ·' t. --: . 
and their children name s that ne may rightly call r eligious. 

boRelationships bet1~en pos~ tLv,.S_, ancl African_l'.,radi t=h,onal _].9ligi~Jl~• 

African history in the l a st hundr ed yea r s or so indica t e s a s;i-
.. . 

tuation where the tribal Afric an Societies came into contac t with the . 

foreign and alien cultures of the christian and the islamic Horlds. In_ 

many instances, the contact caused a cultural shock on both sides. At 
:. :> 

. . 

that time, a number of r eactions wore . possible along thq line of total 

acceptance or r oj oction on the part of tho Africans of the new foreign 

2 
cultural forms. There have boon stages of bewildei'lllent, shock, .misunde:r,-

' 

standing~:Ud the like. Along this line, it :lis r~ported that t_~e , J11ajority 

of the outsiders who came to the Afric an tribal societies maintained that 

the Africans nere t abula r asa and just passive fields 
.....,_ ........_ __ \"". . .. ' : · 

relisri~us and culture~ expe~~ento.'t~~n} 
for outside 



' _; .' · .. . · ~ 

In these cases, the outsiders considered themselves as h aving every-

Jching to offer to tho .Africans :tri the political, e conorJ:i .. c~ social 
.;·.:. ..L·:-:_: 

ai{i j~elig:{o~s ~~h~res, including the a spect of' christian or islamic 
·:J .r~:; ... 

names~ TO ' them·, the Aicicans had no r eligion and lmevr nothing a bout 

God. Th~' Ai~icans were consequently l abelled pagans or_ wakaf'ir, a v-rord of' 
. 

Arabic origin meaning 11 ir.f'idel." Even othe r aspects oi' the African 
' . 

chitu~ nero ' so labelled;' ' for instance, pagan funeral rites' pagan food, 
, , :::.i L ··r · .. , . ·, · .L ·:--': .. ~: ':"1: ··" ' .:. 

pagan marriage customs, pagan names etc (/ Such attitude s a re clearly 

tinderstood i:ihen take~ in ti~o sens-e that th~ agents of' both Christianity 

: and ·Isl~ came tJ:i.. th c ~·;ta~ r~ii~ious goods to sell and therefore pra -

.. {ti~ed . gci()d;· 'sale:~man~liip {n: · Jcr~gj to discourage nhatevor other religious 

• ·. ··· ·.> ··. ·.: .: ···;;_; ~· ... . .: .. . · ; . i..' .< • _; __ : •. ~ 
goods 'l'mre around. It goes nithout saying that such vier1s , though still 

.,.. 
mainta ined by scholars 

.. i. 

of' African history to-o~y. The thousands of t~rican tribal societie s 
- . . . . ,_.·, _r: 

rmr~ f a r from b eing t a)tll,_.<;t-__ r as£ · ev en at tho time of uhite contact.They 

have alrr~ys been fich; ·'complo:x:' and co:ritinuously evol~i~(S~4 

In f.~ligious as uei':{ .a s :i.n- other cultural matters, there is no 
~· 

. . . "'\ r·r . . . . ·{ . . . :"'·, .. ·~ ' 
noOd to maintain 'that Arrican tra ditional r eligions and culture s 

should · t~ke a sta nd agai..."lst othe r r eiigions and c u1 ture s. There are 

areas bf c6mpatibili ty in r eligious belief~~ pr ac tices, r eligious objects 
I 

and the aspe.ct of 'religious personnages tha t tho author HOuld have liked 

td ·di'scuss iwdcit~il along the ' liri~ of 'a'daptation or indigonization. 

Stich dis~hssioris are v aluabl e in dispelling the type of' i gnorance of' 

rrhich many foreign t eachers hav e be-~~ ac~used in this that they are 

inadecpiately prepared to t each the Africans nhoso men tali ties and 

culti.lres they do not kno11., They ' have insis t ed on t eaching tho African 

all ab6ut Christianity or Islam r;hile completely i gnorant of tho 

M:dcari ' :i ~~iigious s ensibilitie s . In thi s r:ay, they hav <? been ac cused 

of' vioia ti:hg one of t he basic principles of education of starting from 
.... . ;- . ~ 

tlie k:tiovm to the unknorm! ·obviously, they started from the unknonn1 
·;'. 

Af~cer all, in the Ai'rlcan co1~text , positive relig ions like Christianity 

and Islam have had to 'est ablish themselves on · grou~d already occupied 
; '5 . . . ·.:r _:: ;· . . 

by the Afric an traditional relig ioi1.s ~ As new scheme s of faith, they 
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coULd :have found a · ,b~ttGr hearing by ap:wcaling . to the religious instincts 
t. .1\ .. :~I. ·• 

and st:.ece.ptibil:tties tha t alroa dy existed in tho aucUt once.This ' ~wuld have 

meant s eriously t aking into a ccount tho traditional forms, thus t alking a 
. - . i> . ~- ~: ,. ··. _;_ - _...) 

langua ge nhich men a ccustomed to the old forl'ls could understand. The aim 
.. . 

of tho author is he r e in to discuss one fcro- r eltgi ous' namos. 

c. Indigeniza tion • 

.. · To indigenize moans to mEI:ko loc nl, inb or n, inna t e, inher ent' ' or to 

,;;,~ make n~tive . 6 Indigcn6us is the a cl j ect:f.vc . Thus, on~ can t allc c6f indigenous 

'!. f ?od; <3..r'in:k, -l~ngliago ; -style, ancl so· on; in· thE! sense of things that nake 

. . --~~ '. . -:_ ::::.~~. :· ~ - ~: . . 

sense to a particula r group of peopl e living in a particular locality at a 

pafCtiouliir ti:r:Joo Wh en ono t alks of indigenizing Christianity or Islam, 

' t:hci~e
1 

is no fda{\ o. have distinctly Afric an, na tive or loc~i beliefs, 

d6ctrines o:i- ,:i~~si~-ns. The ma jority ·6r the chri stian 'or i::ll ~l:Jic t enets 

..f-l. ~re uriive~sal and ;~nchang:Lng. Indig01rlza tion in such ca s~ s -i~JOuld be . . 

· along ·the 
[j 

line of explaining -the se t ene ts in the l anguage the local 
r 

people undorstandoFgr {~stance, \7hon t a lking about Go d, ·,7horoas the nmsli:r:Js 

ha.Jc ninoty-:nam~ s for Him, pe opl e in Bugan da have a·cl east fourte·~~' · and in 

' \festorn Uganda they h ave over e i ght name s for Him. Tallcl~g about Go d to the 

B~garid<i p~ople an d using t he 1'4 '-:n~mos the pe opl e kn~\·;~ nak~ s' a big differ ence, 
._y;.. 

and the re is no conflict uhatsoevor~7 Tho sane we thod of localizing 

' ' . .[ ,'-:;j .:: • 
instructions --could be applied in tho ca se of is s ues about nan, lifo, 

hereafter, ho~ven, hell, spfri t~i; a ncl even in th~ _, a're~ 'or nauing and 

other stage s of human exis tenc e . 

On the · 
--~ --._ , .. ~ . ( r1 ; ,. -. __ 

. ·' ·'·· • _j _ 

contrary, ther e aro sev e r al behavioural pa tterns 
.r· 

g.nd me r ely cultural ferns that hav e been inported from Vfeste rn Christian 

and Islc:mic. triditions tha't make no or li ttl ~- s ense in the local 

Afric o.n coriiei't~ One could rrri t c v oluoo s abo~~ no.n-e.s sential . chri~iian 
: -j 

a spects tha t have boon i mported in tho ar eas of building, 

., ,,, 
.· ... this a spect Agbebi voice s the foll oning opinion:" The hymns of one 

,. ·n,ntion .may .not nepe ssarily b o t)los e of .another na tion, ancl th~y- p;;J.y · not 
· b o pU:t iri a book.The chri stians of Engl and nay sing hyru1.s different from 

.:. tho :ph_r;istians of ~rrnenia, o;r France or,, o,f Afric•a ; one , t:ri~p ·may si~1.g 
different from ~nethe r tribc ••••• Ta ste s differ, English tunes and me tres, 
English S"lngs >a nd hJDJ.f's ., . some of then niO·i;l t ; tll'l;s¢ tod to, African f. 
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:! aspira:t:i.cms _;" and :j.pt~lligo~ce, havp pr:ovod effective in Heakening the 
talent for hymnology among African christians ••• No one r o. co or na tion 
can fix · th~ pc.-rticulo.r kind of tune s nhich w:i.J..l b e _: up,i;V'ersally .conducive 
to n orship. (8) 

Tho ·difficulty of having universally a ccepted cxplano.tions a nd 
'- ,., 
instructions secns to bo be:s t sta ted in tho English saying:" One man's 

.. -( .~ ' 

moat is -another Han's poison, or the La tin, do gustibus nihil di sputa tur. 11 9' 
·' ' ~ \ : ~.' ' 4 ; : . · , : _. ••• , · ;. ~ 

But in tho ciroumstc,nc es of Africa , no h av e hadu.prc.,:;rur-:-books, hynn-books, 

. harmon,itlir!-s, per; constructions , surpliccd choir, tho uhi t o na,n 1 s s tylo, 

.---i 
tho nhit~ man 's dress, th~.,l~h~~!.o~~~~a:r::,' s nm~ •••••• •, so ;oany non-essentials 

/·;·· · · . 

ff t • th A f • h • ~- .' l ' • . • t . !t 10 a.· ,e c J.ng e _.H rJ.cc,n c rJ.s cJ.an r c J. [;J.OSJ. y • .. 
_;·-L .. ; • .. ·. ··"· ., __ 

In the African tro.di tional context, nar1o s a r e so ~o ple.te :>ri th 

meaning thnt uhe n one is co.llod Cc1lisisi Br o.dilafu( Charles Bradlaugh), 
; . ,. . 

_Ealiya ( Mar y ) J o j ofu( Jos~ph) e tc, one o.sks the qu~stion: 11 Vihc"..t is the 

E1oaning of these nanes?" 01~e uay be -Gold, these are christicm name s; they 

are good! This is a va~uo judgno~t pased qn tha histor:ico.l situo.tion 

uhereby everything of 
ll 

luch sto.ndo.r,d o.nd exce~lence rms Europea~_ .. 

Someone -,:reJ:-1 dr~ssed would be dressed European style ,kij~1.gu. A good 

shirt or cloth must b e European; a good house ·;ms European. A good n<lDe 
. '.' . . , · .. : . . ,- - ~ 

Llust be Europ8nn1 Having a Europe an nano through bnptisn mo£tly, or even 
f . ' 
' -

Hithout beinG baptized, r;,av e prosti c;e r:.nd CO. Used one to bo. · associo.ted Hith 
: .... · : o·.... · :· ' .. . : It" .. 

the _l'ligh cla.ss. Initio.l ly, nnny peopl e cc,oe t o send tlfoir "c_.hildren to 
.. .. .. 

tho oission2.ry schools, . anong other thinc.s , _ so they could learn European 

nays and hmi to live like the Europeans . 

Once the people joined tho European es t ablishments, by being 

luro:J. into then, or due to their desire to s h 2.r e in the European Educa-, . .. - . ~ 

tion and mat e ria l bonofi t s , or oven by beinb li t e r al _ly bribed into theB, 
!• ' .. . '" - ' · ' . · - ' 

.~ 

they o.ccopted the st2.tus quo o.ncl se ttled dorm to ad just thems elves . 

They a cc ept ed Christio.ni ty and I _slan a nd the ir new nays of ini ti.a tion, 

their Harric.ge ri~ual s , an c1 their \rays of praying, including their naoes • . - .---, . . .. 

The i ssu? i _s,is i~ essontic.l fo r one to have a christian nane in 
. . ... 

order to ~ecoDet-a chris tial.1. Vlhich happens to be eithe r Europop,n, La tin 

Grc q_f or J el'rish? Vihb.t ().._"' those A:f'ricans who decide t o bo cnlled np.mos 

lDw .Anchre2.(Anelrmr=mi:uuines s) or Thon2.s ( t \;in) etc 'Ji ·thout being ba ptized? 
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~11d ,.>,~q,t J of those_ Afric ans H}1o wo.nt to b o baptized christ i ans .and choos e 

. l;mt ~dj.s~i.k~-: ths- so-9allod ehris.tian no.m s 9f foro.i gn origin? Novr, let 

us examine the i s sue of tho christian nanes prcnxil r in Africa . 

2. G-hrist·i an -- :n.o.:B8 s-. :f 

Vlith the cooing of Christianity , ther e \ie r e introduced :a wh ol e lot 

of naoes classifie~l a s chri stia ne The co:qverts to christianity wer e 
--~' -- '.1 ; : ~ ~~- - .. • ~ ' - -·- : -- . 

lured or persua de d, and at tines forced to take thes e a t their ba ptisms. 

Sone of' th~::;,_were nane s of pe opl e \7ho di e d an~: p.re knoHn a s s a ints, 
,·· . 

in the sense of b~ing i:n heav en '\7i th God a nd the angels • It is t o be 

noted ~hat no~_ e1f eryone who died a n cl ~s i,n heav en is a cknonl e dged 
' ·' 

J?.Ublicly as a saint • . TJ:lc e.rg~?ent ha s hoy;cve r been the..t nhon tho convert 
J. .i. --·- . : ~i. ----- . i .i ~- ~-

t ake s the xiaue oif on'o''o f tho ' s itii1:br, ' the convert corile s . tinder the pa tron-

ship of tha t s aint, or is expcdt:ed t o lmmi tho life his t ory of tha t 

s aint and try to emUla t e · tha t ... · saint~ ·chri s tia n t eaching i s als o that 

' 
the Saints pray for anyon~ ~SO t he. t if ;lie ''had riO pUblicly a clalOYil ed.ged 

saint as pa tron in heav en, t her e tm s no . :fear tha t no one in h eav en c'a r e d 

about such a person. 

Apart fron giving nanes of sa':Ll1.t6 to their converts ~ .. -·tho christia n 

prcache r nen also :a t tine s ' gave nanes ·of' their ovm cult~re , e.go Snith;·· 

Brown, Tucker, Livings t bneetcp cind the Afr icans wor e persuaded that sueh 

nami:fs of' EUro'p~an,G:r~~~j l.a ·tin or Heb~m< ~~igtn.::' · ·altho~kh r,ie.i~glc ss to 

them in the ma jority of' . case s, n er o bettor tha n the Africa n l ocal name s, 
!- : .. '">·' } ~.: . ~ · : . . . . ~ 

originally ca tegorize d a s pagan nanos! Thor <;J a :ro still Registra tion f'orns 
-. . . .. ' .. ..- . · . ' " ; '· ' ·-·-

\: • · 

Hhe r e one i s a sked t o indico.t c his ; '' Chri s tia n r.nd Pa ean" nane s. 
i . . . ~ . ·:. · - ·· 

The author's chio:f inte r est i s tho c r oss-cultural coopai'ison of 
. .. L:.}- . ' .. ::!· 

nan~s, nhe r e P?ssi bl e , o~ _r eligi ou s s i gnif'ico.noe . The cont entism is that, 

the do~ire to hav e a European name h a s c_a us ed sone peopl e to duplica te 

their name s -unnecossa ri_ly.This is <Jha t is oea nt • . You nay e;e t one called, 

Benedictus ••• La tin name 
Benedic t •• a dapted in English 
Benedikito •• a de.pted in Rutoro( Uganda) 

' .i:~ and Mug.i sa • .Runyor o/Rutoro fo r ~o·s sing , and all four 

cleriv:itives oean t he s aue t hi n g, e s~·entially, 6ne bl e ssed by God . 

I 
I · 
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It is true tho.t nany of tho ~o-caiicd 'chr:isti,cm na1Jes hav e soi:Je 

· r eligious noaning in this · tlio.t they ind:tctl t o r e·f e r ence ~to God or God's 

a ttributes• Exariples of such n:anes a r o the follov'dng riith the local varia-

tions of We stern Uganda . 

' 12 
-1. Bo.ruch-Baruku, Hebrevi Bo.ruk, noe.ning 11 Blessed" by GoSJ-. · I:t . ~lso means 

a Dan of strong chara cter • 
. I 

2. Daniel - Daneri,Da neli, meo.ns" 1\Iy judge is God." 13 

3 • E~anuel ~ Manue ri, Manuaoli, neo.ns, ,;·God v:i th us. 1114 

. 15 
". 4• John,d~anne~(Greok)-Yohanan(Hobrevr )- Yoham, neans, "God ha s been gracious." 

5. Jo:nathan, Yo~asani( c;bbreviated t~ Nathan- Nasani) means"God has given."l6 

' 6. Joran,Jehoran-Yolamu,Yor amu,noans " God is high." 17 

7• Josephus,Josep}.;t-Yozefu,YusifU=God t akes mray, or nay He add.
18 

8~ J e sus, initation of the Greek forn Jo shua , which in tur~~s a l a t e form 
of Jehoshua or J.oshua - Y.~sYra =.Go d is salvation.. -

9.Jcrepd.as, Ye:r-eniya = God _does establish. 
20 

10. Benedictus,- Benedict--Benedikito:::. Bl essed by God,. 

21 
11. Tobi._~J;l-Tobi = God is go-ocl • . 

12. Rappael, Rc.fairi = Goct has hoalod. 
22 

13. Michael,Hikairi = ~lho is like God(? ) 23 

24 
14. Gabriel-Gaburieli ;::. nan of God. 

15. Deogra.tia~,'l'J:lanks b e to_ God, often shortened to " Deo" • 

. 16. Neher:.U.ah -:- Nekeniya ( Neko) = God h c..s consoled.~? 

l7.Mnthi~s, Matthew •Greek Matthaios, or Maththaios, ._probably a .. va riant 
forn of Mattathias(Hobren ) - Mat ayo = Gift of God. 26 

·· 18. Gocli'rey = friend of God, or in favour Hi th God. 

19. Os oe-Hebrew Hosea = Goc1 1 s slav o.tion or deliverance. 

20. Da~icl-Daudi = -Beloved by. God . 2.7 

In nane s listed above , it is e2..sy t o s ee the r el a tionship Hith 

' 
God. The r e are othe r christie.n ne.ncs of Greek, J oHish or European origin 

·whose rela tionship is not o.ll th at clear. They c. re calle d christian nane s 

. because a t sone tir,1o in his t ory, sone individual by such a nane be cane a 

christian, and therefore everything e.bout hi:Gl including his nane s be cane 

chris;tian.Such woW.d ,include such naae s .as Ivlo ses, tho Egyptian Mes or Mesu, 

. t t• 28 P ~ . th G f f A . . Dearung , ex r a e ~on, a son, -::' o,,e r,-_ ~s e · r ook or n o an · rana~c surname 
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. ·--~ ·- ~ ~ 

Cephas, l a tinized to Pet"rus~ ne"-ning a rOck:.:. Ivi~~~~ ,.JVlarcus, ue~ns · l~rge 

haLIDer(29)- Marta ueans l ady or Elistros_s,
30- Abro.han ncans e~~~e~_ father, 31 

Pbill;i_p peCl,ns, foncl-;of; h()r~e.s3~2:- TlJ.pna s(Greok) means t rrin- Sa-rEth(Hebrew) 

po4ns prinqe ss33 , whereas AndrcH, ll.ndr eq. or Andereya uc,ans 11 1r:l_--i.nlinf} ss. 
.• . ·- · ' · ' • . . •. - . · _.;. , . --· · - • __ : -- · -. . . . ' ·.... . : )_ -'- f.'.;_ ~ 

J , j;q an al:g;'lU'd.i ty a s in tho fo:LJ;ov:.\ng . JL D[,Ul is called Nir. Vialker. :His Hife , 
. . . .. ·----- ·.- ·. , • ·- -- --' . . . '.: -' 

exactly in the loqal cirqups:tancos . If one _is called Ka to "or Isingoua 
.. . ;. _- \ ' . - . :. . . ~ . :~ . :- ' .:_; 

or 1ilas£;wa, these are n aJi}e s for 11 t rlins"-like Tb,ouas.$ince :this person's 
_,_ ·, ·. · 

orrife _i anq. clf:hl9-ren IJ<l.Y n9t be t wins, it_ is no;ns ens~fal to fall err a European 

()Up.:ton and insist ,that thoy u;us t be calle d after their f ather's nauo. 

vThat ha s 'been sai d about -tbo -introduc.tioa.-ef . c~ri,ostia _ ~tle.s~::and the 
. i . :. -~--'.L ' · · 

argunbnts b ehind, ·apply t d tho Tslarnc one s too .'l'he s o) are no-stJ;y name s of 
;·· ~- .-:.r-·· / > (i.f3 :~ ; _;_r- ~~ 

Arabic/cUltural: origin.Who'l'l a traditi'<Jnalist hO.a;r-s .naiJgs ). l ·:;i,:ke Hadija, 
...... :"if~!- r . ~- -'\ __ ~ . .:.. 

( •--

Abdulalio,1l.L1ilani,Abdunurr etc~ :he·-asks: ·tt ·Vih ilt do : these nhnos neanj" The 
i . I 

• ··' . . · ~L 

iupression ha s be .;;n- 'tha t iif you;: ncet a n AbdulUth, or a. Smvodi, yo.U have 
.--.. ·; 

! . .. .. c_· 
no t a r:msliLl. The contention is. :that one nay have _ an Arhbic bane,.:. a nd not 

· .. : .. : ... 

be a nuslin by r eligi ous affilia tion. J:t is 'to be not13d .a:s in tho'j)a s e of 
...... _ 

Christi'finity, - qU:iite e. 'good nmibo;r of' L.rabic/Islamc :t1.EtiDe s ho.vo r.o f c rence 
<' '~~- . :_ 

to 1-l.l±fih{G-od.['hey a rc · usually r eflective of . sor.ie a ttribute of· God,~ : and 

tho prefix 11 Abdu", servant of ,fs ofteh enployed in ,conjunction wi'th some 

sort of"lia son." Thus 110 have nano s like :-
. ... - . '· . . 

1. ~bdurahiu,the s orvo.nt of God t he conpassionate. 
2. -Abduramran;the servant ·ar ':God tho bonefdcto't-. 
3. Abdubarr,tho servant of God VIho ca uses pity. 
4c.· Ab'dughaili, the se rv' r.mt of G-o:d the rich. 
5. Abdunafi-, the servant of Gocl rrho f o.vours. 
6.: Abdlinur-r ... Nuuru, tho sorva:rit . of' Gocl who is the light. 
7• Abduhacli, the s e rvc:mt of Go d Yrho guic1es. 
8.JJ.bdubaqi;tho serv:ant o~ G;od i·iho i s e t ernal. 
9.Abdura shicl, tho servo.nt of G-od tho l oader. 
lO.AbdukabiP~thEi se1"Vt.nt of c-:coct 1iho i s gr ea t. 
ll.Abduuuqit, the servant of Gael tho nourishe r .. 
12~ .:':Abduttasi, the s ervant of Go.d Viho -is orm.ipr c s ent. : 
13. Abduqa:wi, the servant of God the strong ono . 
:i4• Abduriuhyi, . thGl sert~:mt· of :G-od cre.a tor of · -life~ 
15. Abduqadir, the s ervant of God the power f ul. 
lG., Ahdur:uiliki the - s ervant of God the king. 
17 . Abdukhabir, tho servo.nt of God. tho s2.gacious. 

::rr · · 

r r· 
.. . '.J. 

. · · '· · ~ . . 

1 
) 

1 
1 
l 

I 

l 

j 
l 
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18. Abdubasir, tho servant of God uho -·is the seer. 
1.9. Abdusani, tho servant ofGod t:qo hoar or .. 
20.ilbdalin; tbe se rvant of Gvd vrho lmOYrs e 

· That< the :·Afi'icb.ns t havd \loori' 'con~o~nEJd about . G-od., hoods no argUmenta ­

• tion~-35J.c~ording to African cul turcs; n:m is a cr~atu:ce : tha t belongs to a 

cor.a::luni ty of persons • HwJan rela tions are understood in te:rris of relation-

ships ana kihships to othe rs who' are the living br the dead. Relationships 

·'' f . ' - . ··, : ' . :. 
rii th the spirits ·of' the dead, nhothcr these be sa ints, anc tJ stors, or ev en 

G-od Hi.riself, a:~e ~D.6h- recogniz ed in conCre't o f'orrn. It is· in vie-icr of such 

~clmowl8dgen~lits' that poopl~ .. anong· o'h1e r ' things , give nane s in cor:ltlemora­

tion of the'' do,ad or i:ti1 r~lati.oh _;_bD ' Qioa. or' Hii:i attributes. ' Dravrine( from 

• the e~~ople s · ~~- s~ch riabe s f~~n: -,:dstorn Ugartdet , soue nane s a r e herein 

given and par aphro.sed t o indicc, to thc.t point.Thus Ym have ;the :follq.wing. 
~ · ~-:; :; ., -~ '-· .:··· .. _::··,- ~·-- : · ~ ' - ~ ·--. 

1. Bya:r-uhanga( Bya-Ruharig-e~} Qf·Ifiod; ; a person _;of God. , . ...... . 
2. Karuhanga, a child of God. 
'3e Byarugaba ( Bya""Rugab0;)_ ~; persqn of God ,tho g:j,.ve_r gr-: pro~V2-:def• · 
4-.. Ka rugabe.. , a child of God tho provi der. ··· 
S.o 'Byehkya,Bya-Enkya) o. p<i.li'son of God source .of good fortl1AG. 
6.Birungi, soneone of Go d sourQc of goodness. 
7 .,: Mb aba zi; a pGrson d·f God :vv:ho is Id,n(Jnoss~ 
8. Bunihizi, ha s r Gf oi·enc o to people 1 s ho pe in God. 
·9. Tuhais·e or TUDu4ais:o, l et us , pro.iso HiD( God). 
10. Byongonzi, one of God s ourc e of love. 
11. AhirJbisib>;e , l e t IhLl -ho pra:i:socl. _ : 
12. Asiimie , l e t us give tha nks to Hi1:1e 
13 .. -.Arinaitwe, He is withus• · -· -, 
14-.. TUDwiine , we a:;:-e with Hin all tho tine . 
15. ' Nuwagaba, Jle_>is tho . .one· :wh9 gives talents, riche s 2 ot.c.: 
16o TvJe sie;-y0, l e t us trus t HiL1. 
17. :Mugisa,. child given tt. s a r osult of Go d 's ble ssing, B1o~pilfl$ • 
1 8 . Tunukuratire , l ot us follovr Hi;-:1 in all His vrays. 
J.%· TwiiloTI!l'l'juni, xrt hav e .- the Saviour• 
20o Husinguzi, He( Go cl ) is tho conqueror • 

.. L:~ _ ._ 

5., To>Y[lr~ a S;y!J:thcs~~-of r~ l=!-& OUJ? ... ..£.<HJO s. 

It is the author's c ontention >tbat any name given to any']:)o~y, 

any11hor e in Africa in r of e,r\?ne e t o: r~od or God's a ttributes, is a s , 
. :· .. l. 
Ld , 

religious <vs a ny other nauo s found in other r e;L:i_gi ous.: tre,.di tions_. · 

If one is callGd LHan&") J aranog:i, · Or.nrony, JorJo,- J.nd1~04:~ , ~¥:~pu, I6.iza, 
; : . . . ~ . : -~ 

" __ :_ 

Kato etc, before he bo..co:oes a christian or is baptiz.c;d~ ::!:;he alJ::\;_hpr 
·'· . d J.; · :;_• _, ,. __ _ !" . 

naintains that .,at his . bQ.ptisu, ey erything about such o..- 'J?e r~qn: _ ;i.~ .. :: 
•J. • . I ,. f ' 

~ 

baptized including all-: his na.no-s~ In such cases, and,. ;witho1.1t deeying 
··.. -:; .. ~ ~ ··:_ x 

the value of having n aTJC;lS :Q_:fi s a ints , or beautiful fo:r;e,i gn na:oq s,;tl:rere 

i s no noocl f or C'..c1cli ticnc.l so - ce.ll ec.l chri s tian n2.ue s of c. fore i c;n 
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origin, which nay be neaningless in tho local contE(;x:t,._ a,nd espocia~ly 
··i .- . · / : .. ~' 

when the persons concerned insist on being bapt:i,z13.d ,ap.p:\ _:BOPG~Sl?-i~ 'il .ff by 
.::-~ f:• :· ;·. 

their local nanes. It is not essential to naintaL"l th_at lVIugisa is a pagan 
·,! , ; . -~ l -:~, ,_ : . • eo . 

naiJe good for pagans only , Abdulba rr is a nuslim nanp - goocl :t:o:r; . rmsliiJs . 
' ;\ ~_[~~:-~: ~ · . • -.\- . .. .)i ! ;,, 

only and Benedic; is ·a christian ·naJ:Je 'gocid f'or chris{Lans only ; n hereas in 
----· _, ,_,: . 

e ssence , all three nean pr actically tl~C 'so.Lie 'thing, namely, one vvho is 
• ( .• i - ~ :. 

blessed by Go'd~ort~ ( \f~;-~~r the ~tii~r-~ A'ehristian conb~~~t~-~n of B01·1:edict 
. ..,, , . 

. __ . _ .· · _: --:·,· ;· :· ___ _ i- · . ;-... -.• r;- !· ··;;_:. .. ~ __ ~~ ~ - ri.u--\ ._-_- - __ ,_ , < ·- " 
-1innece·ssary duplieiatic>n:; -Besides, it ha s been pointed out that, one 

• 

i'1ugisa or Gra ce Hbc.l.bazi:· vl11en bo.th ' 'n:a11e s nean the sane thirl:_g, i s an 
<" .t ! ,. tt .·· .- . ' 

can 
.... . \ _\ .. ' .... fi '·• 

be ·6ailed ;Andrew; Fet or; ' 'Jo ·~~ph e tc, v1lthout having ev er b een baptized. 
i . \_ '.- ; . i.l i. ~ . . ~ .:· '! _:· "--~ .. L. : _·' .-

' ' One· may ihher~ t s~ch rihriq 9.-. r=r~Ll one Is cul tu';r-~i heritage ~ ;;En ·such Let s'e:S, .· . : _,. 

such napes a r e nore cl,lli;ure.l th:1.n christian.,In tiheLJselves, they h'Erv•€/ c. · 
~ -~-- ," ,.. ;· ~~: :- -:./~~·;_T )~_·-- - -'-._J-. L· r l - .i~--- . . 

nothing christian about then unie s~ th~y a r e born by peopl e who a re chri-
·:·· __ , . ___ ._ . ..... -

"·stlan :by ~~ li'{fious affiliation., ~n tr10.: saoe.>yein, one nay choose to be 
-:_ . . r·r 

'i"'',_, 

:; caTted Rcincirt~an'i, Abdullah etc, and one i s not i pso f a cto e. nuslin. 

One has to r ealize that i n the present social struc:~Uf'GS of . ·• 
Uganda , f or instance,, to b 8 called Yusifu, Yozefu or Sl,lwecp. -pla9 es one .. .. :. 

a t an adv antage or a disadvantage depending on soue circur:J!'>~a,pc, es ,. P<..: ~D.Uf:i.O .L 
.. . - -. ,- .> _._, __ _ :_;_ . -· 

one becomes l abelled eithc.: r as a protestant, a catholic or _a:: .B\l.sliuc· ~ ::!\ . 
! -- , r· '. 
\.' - .. 

nane like Moses, like nany of the l ocal nan0 s , throw peopl e off , 'Qal{mce 
!"o •• • • .. / .':> ·-· . • 

) .. ; ', . 
in the sense that they a re not directly ass oci ated ~ith a particular 

. ' , -' .. 

r eligion. A Byarugaba could be a christian or a nuslin , and ye t ~he 
\ . 

nane r efers to a child of Goo. who gives things • 
."\ - -.: 
.• • \_! ,. 

In the subconscious nincls of nany .Pe ople, nany 

nane s of the Africans are still called 11 pagan~l and 
;- ',-- a s it >vere not 

-: '' '" 
good. There is a core of nc:!.ti cnalists who have b een clisnissing Chri-. 

' ---. .:.... 

stianity and Islan as eneni e s of Africa becaus e of tho ac t i ons or ,in,a ctio!lil 

sta tements or speechlesness , of the dmrc:ti l e9:dors on specific issues. in 
r - -• . -

l · u Af · 36s h 1 .. · . .t 1 · 1-'- 1 f t co OlUO. r~ca . uc peop o reJec _ a ~en cu . GUrQ., . orns en nesse , a 
--· .. .:::-· .: 

• ' ' . ' . . ·'- '. - -. ·.! .. _ -- ~ l ·, .; .. - -· ' .. 

clistingliish . be~~w~en .the : e $5ential& ::o.nd the nqn-ess&h-f:tals-.Along -such a . 
' . • ~ . . . . . ' ,•" ; -~ . -~ . . : ; _-, i) !.. ' . 

line of thinki:ing, it is nci:c::,surp,risinr:; that so:Je :i.~8 'j ~~c: t ev.JH -<' <their 

s o- c'lll ed christi o.n nc.ne s .~!Thcn i t i s c. r [;ue cl th .:ct ·tne sc c,r c_; n::.ues of 

l . 
I 
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of ou~ ovm -'ancestorsfit Thiso ancl related EJatte rs need nuch study and under-
. c .1 .• , ·.· · !"'-·, 

standirig~' ;This·- type' of study is wh cd~ the author is proposing to co.rry out, 

so thatwhatis said in here ' is far fro o being conclusive .. 
--~~-=~--·~~r-==;~"7-· -~~~---~~-. .. - . __ .,_ ...--~--=~"~~~~ 

FOO'r - NOTES. 
~~-~ 

le srJith R.(1894.) pp.l-3 2., Barr ett D. B9 (197l)pp.3-5 

3. 'rabula r a sa is a Latin phr;J.se oeaning _an e mpty slate. 

5.Byaruhangu-Akiiki, A. (l971) Thesis P•425. 

6., Webster Dicticnary p.510 7• Sone of the names f or God in Buganda 
• · .. ~ ... . :_ .· . . . i - ~ 
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·_, 

9 .. De gustibus nihil disputa:!mr, i s a latin 
that Yvhen. ii; -coDe s to matters of taste s~ 
are appreciated only by the individuals 

phro.se w]J.ich ex presses the fact 
the r e ar e v alues of choice \"ihich 
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