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intrdduttion

During the 1980's in rural Tanzania there arose a "traditionall

amy called the §gggy Sunigu, This amy agcribed to-itseld the
authority to maintain peace in the regions of Tabora, llwanza and
Shinyange, In this period of the intenge eapitalist erisis where
new fomg of accunulation were developing in rural Tanzania the
activities of plunderiag -the natural resources had reached such
a stage that the established organs of law and order of the
state were integrated in a contradictory nanner into the :tructurea
of export of capital, .Ivory, gold, dianonds, cattle hides and
skins were being taken fron these regions when the return for
labour was such that the people were eking out a bare zubsgistance,
In the face of amed seizure of cattle, brigandry, annd death fron
the gpld nining in ¥ahana and Geita, end other nines the poor
developed their own ncasures to fight the accumulatorsg, called
cattle rustlers, The Sungu Sungu (or as they are called in some
parts ruga rugn) in reverting to the dode of dress, weapons and
nedicinal prictices of the pre-colonial village hed devcloped a
nethod of gelf orgenigation and gelf nobilisation which by paaéed
the courts, the police and the party structures of governance in
the ruralzvillagea of +he above three regions,

Through popular denocratic ¥illages assenblies the Suagu Sungu
dispensed justicc and nobilised the energies of the youth %o

conceptudlise their ability to enter the decision naling process
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where they lived and grazed their cattle, In essence though
baged on denocratic village assemblles the core of the movenent
wag nale doninated, Thug after the original burst of energy to
curb, cattle thefts ond racketeering had subsided the Sungju Sungu
tumed their attention to the other sources of ingecurity and
becane preoceupied with witch craft, eradication, Older nationalistt
nemers of the prty understood the plotical inplications of this
gort of novenenty, They renember how during the anti-colonial
struggle "witeh craft could be used for political ends“.l

ter four years of efforts by the state security organg to
infiltrate, find the lcader end subvert the novenent the party
deecided in 1953 that the best way tc control this peasant
uprising was by enbracing the movenent, By 1983 the party
leadersghip embraced the Sungu Sungu calling it the true people
nilitia, In true adainistrative styke the idea of resistonce
which issued from the Bungu Sungu was to be controlled with
repregsive tolerance, That is the party would laud the peoples
efforts while ncre subtler efforts would be uged to bring the
novenent under party and state authority, including the extengion
of the adninistrative structure in Shinyanga, The neasurc of
succens could be secn by 1987 when tke party could call out the ,
traditional peasauts amy to fom a guard of honour for the
Pregident on Peasants day in Shinyanga region of Tanzania,

The contours oi peasant resistaonce in Tanzanjia in the
eighties in an independent Afrjican Society twenty years grﬁcr
independence roisc nany inportant lessong about the fomm, conient
and political direcetion of popular registance, In the gpecific

context of Tanzenia the idea of popular resistance is fimly

linked to he anti-colonial sgruggle,
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fron thg amed uprisings of the Maji-Maji in 1905<1906 %o the
strikes, marches, boycotts, anfl tax evasion of the forties and
Tifties the episodes of anti-colonial resistance and docunented
in the history books of Tanzania, Because of the nationalist
historiography seeks to rob the magees of their history, the
social novenents of the anti-colonjal phage are noulded %o it

a specific coenception of one partyisn. The books and papers

on registance do not alebt us as o how the spirit of recbellion
oould strengzthen the people ag they face new foms of exploitation
by internaticnal capital and their locel allies? Such a eritical
analysis of the fomm, content and the nature of the registonce
would allow for new appraisals of the strength and weoknesges of
thege registance and how new formng of registance could re-egtabligh
the right of the people to full dcmoeratic participation in ‘the
procea= of transformation,

That the nature of resgistance in post colonial Tanzania took
neny formsg is still an area which requires researchEKKQdocunentation.
Without doubt sinilar to the period of the depression and Vorld
war 11 at prescnt thewre are nunerous formg of passivce and not sgo
paseive resistance in the politvical life of Tanzania, The rice
of the Sungu Sunpgu was the overt and dranatic end of registonce
which is taking place in a society of crisis and 'structural
adjustnent', ihether in the forn of worker protestis, (e,g Kilombero
sugar factory), the cutting down of coffee treecs, cash crop hold-~
ups and diversion, the refusgal to pay the head tax (called develop-
nent levy) or the failufe ¢f the Nguwvu Kazi, (Huden Resource
Developnent Act 1983} thd resistance of the people asscrisz itself

ag a factor of Tanzanian politics ilr the eighties.
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There ephsodeg . of resistance can be distinguished clearly f{rom
the anti-oolonial, or anti-settler acts of rebellion in ithe conti-
nent of Africa, In this period the masses can identify local agents
ag the gourceg of their exploitation and domination,

This new fom of:pOpular registance is not unique %o Tanzania
in this period when +thérec is an intensification of exploitation
of.the';ontinent:of Africa, All over this continent of debt,
hunger, arned struggles ond pilitarisetion there are social
novenents struggling to transform their material conditions,
Hence to be able to document and bring to light the popular
aspirations of the African magses is for the African intelligent-
sie a concrete expre~n~ion of golidarity with the poor, Howevef,
this solidarity requires that the study is not sinply o deseri-
ption of the smocial movenents but the kind of analysis which can
strengthen the organisational capaecity of the producing mqsnﬁs
ag they meet their day to day hardships.

To be able to conceptualise the componchts of populaw
resigtance acnd the potentialities has also been sharpcned by
the fact that a socinl novenent calling itself a National liegistance
Amy hag cone to the Sulit of gtate power in at least one
Airican territory. The success of the guerrilla amy in Uganda
and the exercise:r of power by the National Resistance liovenent
led by Yoweri luseveni also alerts the conujitted African gcholar
ag to the fundauental.diffarencea between resistance and social
trangformétion. Tor in Uganda a resistonce novement hes the
reing of state pouwer bﬁt is confronted with the concrete
problens of how %to generate real political participation by the

masses,
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Unifortunately the rescolution of this question of the direction
of the transformation of the Ugandan economy is now compouhded
by war and new foimse of resistance which are linked to the
Qietory of the poli“ticisation of region in that ba“tc.ed society.

Thig resie“ance ammy in Uganda also brings to mind the
numerous rebellion- wiich are going on all over the continent
in independentt states, OGome of these rebellions have developed
into full scale guerilla wars as in the Eritrean war. However,
the na*ure of African Universities and the prdsent intellectu.l
climae on *he coniinent ensuree that thogé in the imperialist
centrea know more aboui the Eritrean ~truggle or that the Sudanese
people Liber tion ‘mmy *han the intelligentsia in Africa, ‘lhus
in uapt Africa security pamts by leaders prevent genuine intelle-
ctual discourse on reristance movements such as kwakenya when
other human rights organisations or think tanks in ‘he We=%
fully tudy the poli“ical implications of these movementgs,

“huot the cen®res for international capital study the po‘ential
of popular resie“ance ir without Boubt., But now in a period of
anti-war gentinente in the capitaliest metropoles when t..eir
own citizens cannot be motivated to fight opperessed pcopleg,
the ~tudy and undersiznding of popular resgistance movemen’s in
ifrica take on new meaning, This is best illustrated @n liozambique
where counter-revolution and South African degtabliigation
ocarry the labkl of repigtance and exploit the ideology of
precolonial praoctices in the raral areas, At present the counter
revolution of the llozambique National -lesistance lovemcnt diciotes
to the progressive scholar that in the analysis of gowial moveaents
and ideas there muct be a congcious effort to ensure that the

foundation of intellectual inquiry is linked to strengthening the
masses againat ney and more covert forms of manipulation,
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WVhere imperialiem geeks to use social science to undemmine %he
sovereignty ol the African people the progressive scholar needs
to build up an injellectual cultutre which will be part of fhe
culture of harmonising the knowledge of the people wi“h modern
scientific techniques,

In the regionsg which gave rise to the Sungu 3Sungu in
Tanzania are %o be found a people which call themselves the
“Sukuma®and Hyamwezi, hether the Sukuma constitute a tribe,
a'nation or a dispexced ethnic group is still a maiiter ol
intellectual controversy, DBut the fact ts that without a materia-
list history of pre-colonial Tanganyika it is still diificult
to say how and why the largest populagion group of ‘he Tanzanian
society speakes one language, The people who are called the
“ukuma comprise more than 15% of the population of Tanzania,
Together with the peonler who gre called the Nyamwezi znd who
share certain cultural +traditions with the Sukuma they constitute
18-2045 of the population in three of the richest regions of *he
territory, Yet if it ceems that there is some hesitaiion in
using the temms 'Sukuma' on the part of this writer it is
becauge a serious ~cholar must be congtrained by the unccientific
nature of the studie¢s on the peoples and regions from which Fhe
Sungu Sungu came, For the history of the region showed that
the conception of the 'Sukuma' tribe came afifer efiforts by %he
colonial state to creaie 'tribeg' for more effective indirect
rule,

Bourgiog sclwlareiip faltere in it~ preoccupation with
super«iructural elements without serious and prior study of the
accompanying production redations., Hence in the - voluminous
literature on the peoplee of the regions of Tabora, livanza, and

“hinyanga there i~ wvery 1litt le analyeis on the mode of pwoduction,
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the levels of gpecialisation or the mature of class foimation
which could have led %o the development of the “ukuma language
and gulture, ’he intellectual traditions of the west =ztart from
the perspective thaf +he African had nothing to contribute ta"
the development of the human community thus the atudiey of the
Sulkuma abound with ethnographic materials on the chiefs and other
religious leaderg, And even in this limited objective. this
scholarghip failg to penetrate t he real foundationg of the
dancing groups and gecret societies, Hence while the™'Sulumal -
are one of the most gtudied peoples in Tanganyilka ‘the continuity
in the resistance from the period of colonialism to Sungu Sungu
is obscufed by the anthropological emphasis of the structure,

functiong and roleg in the gociety.

This is mogt evident in ?he work of th? sociologist anthropo-
logist Hang Oory? ihe folumin;:; Ba§é¥; ;} Hang Cary form g
veritable wall against a proper study of the regions of Tabors,
lMwenza and Shimyanga, lMost studies on the Sukuma begin with
Cory and even those which seek to differ challenge Cory on_the
same grounds; i.e. the preoccupation with chiefly structiures
and ﬁustomery lawa? It is important to undergcore that this
methodological approach not only repregenta a particular world
view but this ﬁind of inteklectual work is concerned with social
control, Inevitably *l';his control is elways disquised under the
banner of development and the rehabilitation of the land, One
study of the Sukuma brought to light the real mandate of Coxy,
It elarified that:

"The government hired Hang Cory, an
Austrian immigrent turned anthropologist-
sociologist, to investigate pecret gocieties

among the Nyamwezi and the Sukuma,
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In particular, he was directed to discover

whether such gocieties might be potentially

subvera;ve organisations,™ 5
All over Tangzania at present there are studies which have yhe
same purpoge to see the ways in which the cultural aspirations
of the people could be channelled to gerve the purpoge of tﬁe
deepening of capitalism in the rural areas. Present scholarship

on the cultural dimension of development from the Bulletin of

Third Vorld Eorum alerted us to the importaﬁce of cultural
gasistance among the magses,

"In the West as well as in Japan, matcrial
development was supported by internal changes
in social and human relationships, The procesgs,
incidentally, was stretched oug over a very
long span of time, As a consequence, there
was no radical break; ingtead, what ook

place was an extremely complex procees in
which selected elements of the old culture
viere re-absorbed within the context ol fech-
nical and ecenomic devélopment, IModemrn
eapitalism ig deeply rooted in Native VYiestern
(or Japanese) tradiitions, helping reciprocally
to strengthen it through a positive procenr of
evolution that removed obstagles to technical
creativity and economic initiative,"

Prom this analysis of the relationship between the rise of
capitalism and its integration with Western cultural values,
{le are reminded:

HAFricahs situation is different, The
hisgtorical conditions under which capitaligm
penetrated the continest, plus the circum-
stances of its later expansion, have meant
right from the beginning, economic develop=-
ment bas clashed with the local culiures,
Concurrently, the impulse for changes in
social and human relationships has come mainly
from abroad, gquite often with the help of
Brutal force", 6 (our emphasis)
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Because the role of force is so central to the reproductjon of
capitalism the study of resistance in Tanzania as in Africa must
involve the strengtihening of the tools of analysis which will
help to @nstill counfidence in the people, For as in Tanzania
and other parts of Africa there is the push to deepen capitalist
relations under the banner of the International kHonetary Fund,
This renewed effort by international capital must inevitably
clagh with local cultures and it is the argument of thic paper
thet the expression of Sungu éungu wag a reflex action by the
poor to the looting &f the countryside, Hence the purpose of
this paper is to geek *o give meaning to the clash which gave
Bise to the Sungu Sungu taking care to make a clear link beiween
the caltural resistance of this movement and the changing
political economy of the gociety as a whole, The concepts of
regional differentiation and capital accumulation are tools %o
enrich our understanding of young men bare chested and crowned
with feathers using spears to chase crminals and cattle rustlers,
The Sungu Sungu filled a spiritual void for the youth and was a
resourcet foprecapitalist ideas to fight the modemisation schemes
of the Rural Integrated Development Programmes (RIDEP), By
resorting to 'traditional' cultural forms the Sungu Sungu_

gave concrete expi‘eenidn to the clash where the commoditification
proces=z and proces-es of expleitation were magked by the language
of rehabilitation, conservation and proper land use, Bu%t this
kind of registance could rnot turn into a sustained political _
strugzle because of the contradictdry nature of pre-capitalist
ideologies, The involvement of the Sungu Sungu in (witeherafs
eradication! and other activities which persecuted older women

in the village brought to the force Cabral's nation of culture
and registance,



Amjlcar Cabral the African Preedom fighter provides a fim
theoretical foundation for ghe gtudy of cultural resistance of
the type such as the Sungu Sungu, Cabral had affirmed:

" "The value of culture a- an element of reslatance

to foreign domination lies in the fact thai

culture is the vigorous mainfegtation on the

ideological or idealist plane of the physical

and historical reality of the society thai is

dominated or to be dominated, Culture is

simultaneously the fruit of a people'!s history

and a deteminant of history, by the positive

or negahtive influence which it exerts on the

evolution of telationships between men and hie

anyiroicromd, among men or groups of men

within a society, as well as among different

societies," 7
The pogitive and nezntive legsons of the Sungu Sungu can be
penetrated with the help of Cabral's theoretical tools,
For all over the continent the relationship between men and
women in the ohvirondent engender social struggles which can
either take the people foward or help to confirm new eiforis
to harmonise the economic and political domination of the people
with their cultural personality, Imperialism is acquiring some
experience of latter enterprises. Amerjcan gcholarship in its
study of the militarvy aspects of Zulu dance try to nould thise
information to strengthen Inkatha, Hence the progressive
gscholar need to clarify the positive and negative aspecis of
culturel resistance gzo that a soientific‘outlook is developed to
understand the nature of the eonfradictions among the people,
The questions of veal transformation, of the social agents of
this transformation, of the principal allies of any registance
and of &ny resistence movement, of the ideological basis of

the registance and of the objectives of the resistance are all

.gharpened by the¢ present period in African history,.



In 1967 Tenzania enbarked on a policy of Ujanaa and self
reliance., After twenty years of this process imperialisn had
declared that even the linited initiatives towards socizsl
welfare nust be reversed. Social welfarc nust be replaced
by a nore explicity forn of cléss selection and capital accﬁ—
nulation, Hence the idea of liberalisation and proaperiﬁy
based on the privéte individual, Before the effort to-nake
liberalisation respectable the Sungu Sungu had been publicly
involved iﬁ.the war against Econonic sabotage. Now that the
forner 'Walanguzi' have been given the stanp of approval by
the state the role and purpose of the Sungu Sungu has declined.
The enbrace of the party stole the thunder froﬁ this novenent
of registance but the conditions of capital accunulation in the
rural areas will continue to generate new forns of resistance
anong the peasantry. Our task is to attenpt to grasp the cone
text of the social struggles which brougll forth the Sungu Sungu
and to inspire the kind of research which strengthen the nasses in
in their struggles for real transfornation.

The Context or the antecedents of resistance in Sukunaland

The rise of the Sungu Sungu was a pfocess of resistance in
the period of the capitalist depression in Tanzania 1978~ the
presgent,

There is no preeise date as to the foundation of the Sungu
Sungu,. There was no conference, there was no clear leader and the
fornation of this traditional army nushroomed all over the regions
of Mwanza, Shinyanga ond Tabora. This nuch is evident fron the
present studies on the rise of the Sungu Sungu."a These studies
have rightly recognised the significance of fhe spread of the

Sungu Sungu and the fact that (a) there is no person or group of
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persons who could be called the leaders (b) they are not con-
fined to the village or district (c)_that they are not confined
to one athnic group and that (d) they took the law in their
own hands even to the front of arresting police persoms and
overthrowing village governnenis - singing songs of resistance,
dancing, running over long distances and effecting new forms of
conmunication the rural areas the Sungu Sungu stanped a new sense
of collective justice while establishing itself as the cultural
reference point in the village comrmunity between 1981~ and 1986.
After one hundred years of intensive Christian proselytisation

the precapitalist cultural patterns were unearthed to confront the

oppresive accunulation through forced commoditisation of cattle,

The Sungu Sungu are usually referred to as coning fron the
Sukuna people. According to the ethnographic statistical frane-
work of the population of Tangania the Sukuna comprise the largest
gingle ethniec' group in the Tanzanin gociety of close to 25 nillion
in 1987, Out of this the Sukuna conprise about 15 per cent of the
population. But because of the weakness of ethnographic intellec~
tual outlook the Sukuna are sonetines ¢rouped with the Nyanweszi
without clear reasoning. In the specific case of the.Sungu Ysun i
the analysis of the regions from which they orose include the
region of Tabors which is supposed to be populated by the Nyonwezi.
This confusion over who the Sukuna are arises directly fron the

ideation of tribalism which guided colonial scholarship,

Colonialisr wanted fo-renove Afriecan people fron history.
Colonised peoples were passive objects providing an exotic base
of study for colonial anthr0pologists who carne to study prini-
tive societye. Colonianlisn in the nain, deternined that Afriéang

were not nakers of history and were only objects to be looked nt



-y v

for ususal features such as structures of chieftainship, secrct
societies and witchcraft. The negative inpact of colonialisn
was quite dramatic. African political entities lost their power,
independence and neaning.’ In the specific case of the peoples
who are called the Sukuna, in the two regionalof.Mwanza ﬁnﬁ
Shinyanga the people were nulti-ethnic and the social expansion
of the peoples made anything like tribal loyalty a thing of the
past. New ties based on specialisation, production and socigl
| differentiation had substituted : clan'! and tribal loyalties.
However as in all parts of the world the substitution of closs
ties for purely ethnic ones is a lengthy historical process.
The fact is that in the regions of Tanganyika this-prbcess was
arrested by colonial rule; Colonialisn blocked the evolution

of national solidarity anong a people who lived in a territory
bigger than many European states. The degree of the honbgef
neity of the Sukuna language and culture requires an understand-
ing beyond the intellectual heritage of the.scholarship on triba=
lisn and cultural changee . - =

The colonial stnte created the riyth of the !'Sukuna' tribe

It is not insignificant that since the work of Cory the nrlncipal
studies of the Sukuna have been carried out by the Church as ﬁﬂrt
of their civilising nission in Africa. It is outside the scope
of this short paper on the resistance of the Sungu Sungu to study
the history of this region but part of the enancipatory political
process of the Tanzenian people nust be the developnént of a néw
epistenology with respect to the Africsen past and present. Just
as how colonialisn went about the creation of tribes to inplenent
indirect rule the scholarship of Cory, lalcoln and Rounce went

tlie nethods of social contrel of the peoples in the nane of
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inproved aninal husﬁanary, proper land use, the individualisation

of Tond tenure and environnental prdblen'a. But thé inportant fact

of this region for the purposes of our paper was the way in which

a Sukuna identity was linked to opposition to external overrule,

Future research from the point o ?iew o? social recqnstrue—
tion in Africa will shed light on the ccology, production,.class
fornation, ideology and labour processes anong the peoples who
arc called Sukuna, What were the felgtions with their_neigﬁbours,
how did they avoid the rapncious slave trade and how did they
energe fron colonialisnm without a destruction of their cultural
personality? These gquestions are linked to the continuity and
change which is evident and nore significantly to the cultural
clash between Western capitalisnm and tﬁe cultural life of the
peoples This is clear fron the nunerous schenes to speed COITIO~
ity P?oduction in Sukuna land from the period of the Sukunalana

_Developnent Schene in the forties to the present Mwanza/Shinyanga
Rural Developnent projeot. In the introduction 0f the socio=-
cultural. Sukuna. the ideclogues of this ﬁiaep insist on studyinc

Sukuna orgenisation and culture for this nay be a 'source of :u-
Teoistanes to proposed innovations.

Resistance to innovation

The so-called resistance to innovetion which is perceived
by the World Bank is a Zong process of resistance to the deepen-
ing of capitalisn in the rural.areas of this region of Tanzania.
Before. the capitalist depression of the thirties the regions of
Tahora, Shinyanga and Mwanza were part of the labour reservoir
poor for the colonial trode econonyes fhe 'war-like! history of
the Sukuna plus the nature of -the region prevented large scale

white settlenent. After the depression and World War II when
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British wanted to intensify exploitation of the colonies these
regions becane the: principal cotton growing:aregg.qf the Tanganyika
territory. But the growth of cotton in this region reflected the
needs of capital accunulnfidn ofwiritiah capital and not the
social needs of the people. The growth of this cash crop specd-
ed the process of @&ifferentiation in the Tanganyika territory and
in the region. In comparison to the areas of Kilinmanjaro, IMbeya,
Tanga and Bukoba the intensity of colonial capital did not bring
about the sanme social differentitation. These regions were the
areas of plantation, of nore roads, nore schools, nore houses
with corrugated iron sheets and nore of the infrastructure of

- colonialisn. So though Mwanza and Shinyonga were not as unde-
veloped aos Mtwara, Lindi, Kigona or Songea the fornmation of
classes in this region was already underway before independence.
By 1940, however gold and diamonds were discovered in Sukunaland
8o that added to the wealth in stock and agrieultural produce,
Sukunalond was the largest and richest area in the territory,
both in actual and potential terms. The whole agenda of the
British after 1940 with the Sukuna Developnent Scheme (SDS) was
how to wenken the people of the region so that they could be

nore vulnerable to capitalist exploitation. This could be scen
behind the efforts of the SDS, the evidence of the East African
Royal Comnission up to the present Mwanza Shinyanga Rural Develop-
nent project.s And for the weakening of the Sukuna to turn then
into wage labourers or to be nore dependent on the state it necnt
* the reduction of the cattle herd, This was at the heart of the
destooking canpaigns cf the region, , Destooking was only one of
the naza of ordinances and regulaticns which controlled the

peoples. There were rules and regulntions affecting all aspects
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of life, (G, HMaguire said that the Sukuma peasant ‘was being
_pushed around', .., "He had to ridge and manure acrediges of. -
cassava and cotton, plant at certain timesg and pull-out cotton
stalks by certain da es for burning after harveest, refrain from
cultivating near gullies, outting trees or transporting cattle
without a permit, have his cattle dipped or innouluted against
‘diseage, slaughter or sell a certain percenta;e of hisg cattle
and produce on request certificates indicating pale of attesting
that +he hide~ from slaughtered beastg had been seen by the
appropriate government officer.ﬁ All these nmegsurcs vere
predicated on teaching the Sukuma how not to overgraze and hew )
to use the sbil, It was never reagoned that the .regressive nature
of cotton production was the real nature of soil erosion,
To the extent that there was a crisis in land uge wethode in
Tanganyika by the fifties, the colonialists werc reaponding mot
merely to the backwardness of existing Africon “cchiaology but
also to consequences of cultivation without oificring any
possibilities of improved technology to replace ca Africun
technology thich was adequate when there wag -iifsing cultivation
and a -nnller population,. The force of coloniuli~m 2ll over
Tangenyika *orritory was linked to the establishment and spread
of the ro called cash crops,. Bu?_in the casge oi “he Sukuma
forge =served a direcct cconomic funetion by incorpor.ting into
the capitaliet eyster valuce which initizally lay ou'~ide the
said copitolist syétem. Thig was explicitly so in *he 'destocking!
legislation of the 1940's which forced the peoplc %o scll their

cattle at give away prices,
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Mestocking and resistance in Bukuma Land,

The force of colonialism during the pe~t war period of
Tanganyika could be seen in every aspect of social reproduction,
The coercive legislation and the web of regul:s“ions uhich were
implemented as wartime requirecments beccame perm.ncni features
of.fhe_colonial cconomy, This continuity vas uol cxplieit in
the destocking campaign which in the parlance of %iic nco=-colonial
period is called the need for 'proper livestock Z.raing to
prcvent overgrazing's The campaign actuzlly began in +the thirties
when the coloniali~ts began ingisting that the pa-iurc was
overstocked ond that Africang would -do themasclves a good tum
by =elliny cattle and deetocking}o This is inh =pite ol the faet
that the colonial enterprise had unleashed a ma ] or rinderpest
epidemic between 1880 and 1920 and more than 90,» of 5he cattle
herd of Dagt Africa was decimaged, Lord Lugard had boasted of
the impagt of the rinderpest on the pastovalists of “he region
where vast herds of cattle were wiped put, in some localities as
much ag 90 per cent}l studies on the ecology and eattle complex
of the region since then have ehown that the deelinc in cattle
herds led +o a falling human population and the subsqquent spread
of teetee wild game eco-—syshemi'2 Up to the present the peoples
of Zast 'friea have not regained their indepcndent initiative
in rele*ionship to the natural enviroment,

De~pite the clear evidence of the declinc of the decline
of the cottle herds the colonial state embarked on a ma-sive
destocking campaign in the region of Shinyange =ncd ilwanza,
orld War 11 had brought a dramagic increage in “he demand for
beef to feed Dritish troops. Thusg the Bpitish meat processing
fim of Ljebigs had established a buying stotion and factory in

1939 at /+hi .iver tn Kehyae
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The colonial propaganda machinery induced the poatowalist of
Tanganyike %o part with some livestock as %ucir consribution to

13
!“¢he War und, But as the war intensified the colonial state

turned from cx-hortation to forced destocking, . alicr wodney
in his study of this period showed how the Deicnce -.egulatinns
flete invoked %o ensure compulsary sale of caittle in 1942,
“Under the pfovisions of the Jartime fegulaions, Jefence (Compul-
gory Sale of Cnttle) Hefulations it was decided th t Kvimba,
Moswo head of cattle required fron the -Lake Provinces Quotas
for Rodney showed how "the resistance to the conpulsory sale
of cattle fornmed a speeial part of Africen resistance in the
rural sector during the war. After— the war the colonial state
helped British capital by establishing Tanganyika Packers Litd.
Even during the war it was-clear that there was no problen
of over-stocking so that ofter the war it was necessary to
:devise new neasures to take vnlue out of Sukuna land. Serious
problens had risen for though the Beof for Britein canpaign was
_ “linked t0 a capitalist cnterprise locéfed ~t Athi River in
“"Kehya the factory drew 90% of its supplies routes. So to be
" &ble to continue the desgocking canpaign:ond the conpulsory sale
‘of cattle at low prices thescolohinl state sheltered British
eapital by ‘the estnblishnent of &donpany forned jointly by the
colonial governnent ond- Liepigs under the nnone of Tanganyika
‘g?nckefs Ltds The conpany was ineoporated in Novenber 1947. In
the twenty year period between 1947 to 1967 this conpany survived
and prospered through state subsidiess Mot only was this conpany
subsidised by compulsory-destocking thus assured of supplies
but the conpany was ziven ‘tax eoncessisns, profitable prices

and the necessnry infrastructure of feeder roads,
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reduced freight rates and priority_&%qaasjq transport form t he
Railway authorities. This explicit support for colonial
capital with_;ts political inpact of conpulsory destocking in
the rural area nesnt that Sukuna land becane a pivot of the

anti-colonial resisfance during the fifties. The resistance

to cattle sales $ook nony forms and even the colonial sociclo-
glst Hang Cory in testifying to the East African Royal Connaission
testified to the nopopulnrity of the destocking neasures to
support Tenganyika Packers ILtde. He had warned that "without the
Tanganyika Packers Ltd. a compulsory destocking canpaign

could not be executed, because the surplus cattle could not

be sold_.:'];4 Cory arguing in the liberal tradition that nmen
_should have the right to dispose freely of his property argued
against forced destovking,

It was therefore not insignificant that in the anti-
colonial struggles of the period the opposition to forced
destocking was at the top of the list of the neasures that

the African nationalists wanted to be renoved, So when in 1954
the Sukuna Union drew up an agenda for discussion with the
colonial state the first three itens werc:

(1) Necessity for destoekihg

(2) Destocking (procedures) !

(3) Price paid by Tanganyike Packers%B Js

The area called Sukuna lond was one of the nost nilitont centres
of opposition to colonial rule and the ferocity of the resistance

in this period was such thot the coloninl stnte'honnad the

operations of TANU in Sukunaland for three years.
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Hana'Cory«who"hadfbéén-atudying the subversive 'potential of the
Sukuria secret soc¢ieties' wrote a paper -to the colonial state
* on the conditions which fave rise to the Maji Maji and Mau Mau.
He was usging kis knowledge to prevent an up-rising in the
. regiong of the Spkuma., In August 1954 the colonialists did nat
Imow the full neasure of the nationalists so by banning TATU
they drove resistance underground though sorie of “thie energies
were channelled into the building of the cooperntive society to
market the growing cotton crop?ﬁ When politics was driven under~
ground in the regions of Mwanzégnd Shinyangd the fledgling
netionalist peliticians Iost control over: the peasant ‘resistance
and this was manifest in the Geita uprising of 1958. Gelta,
in Mwanza region is n rich asrea where today there is a gold
rush in that part of Tanzania., The coloniamlists at that time
undoubtedly knew of the ekistence of the vast deposits of gold
ond wanted to establish a multi-racial council as'a new forn
of governances The mass.opposition to colonialism' in this
region climaxed in a protest narch which opposed the specific
establishment of the ~XM}i-raciasl council but the Geita
uprising was part of the general unrest throughout Sukumaland
as "dissidents flouted arricultural rulen, sought to release the
prisoners and threatened tzr}mrgzs.%7 This uprising speeded the _
decolonisation process as the colonial state gave more authority
0 the nationalists so that they could help to stabilise the
' region, The equivobal attitudes of the nationalist to the self-
.organisation and self activity of the people is capturcd for

18 _
history. [This is especially important for in the era of the

L4

Sungu Sungu the resistance was against the same state nachinery,

only this time cormanded by'gg%?ormer nationalists,
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What is also of significance was the way in which the anti-colonial
uprising was linked to the nation of s Sukuna identity. For a
while the colonial state toyed with the support of theSukunaland
Pederal Council which was the expression of Sukuma soldderity
but J..Nyerere, the then leader of TANU, opposed the dolonial
support for this council for he had perceived the divisive

petential of this form of organisation in the context of the

Nationalist struggles He opposed the Sulkumaland Federal Council

on the grrounds that "We can't have another Katanga here"%g

The period after political independence brought a respite
in the spate of resistance. The fornus of Suluna identity wpich
had led to the Geita uprisings and_o¢ther forns of passive

protest had been subnerged by the wuphoria of 'Uhuru!.
Nationalist fornms of governance replaced the indirect rule of

the colonialists as the efforts of the state sought to effcct

creater political cohesion of the society through the political
party. It was the strength of the party which enabled the
nationalists to aholish the chiefly structures throughout the

territory. Together with the promise of Ujanaa in 1967 and the
efforts towards self reliance. the Tanzahian society became disti-
guished fron its neighbours by its relative stability., It is

our view that the decloration of Ujonaa acted as a’ safety value
for the Nationdlists but without a conceptualisation of how

to harness knowledge of the village comrunity the forms of

colonial rule were bound to lead to new patterns of resistonces

The ra@g}ons of Tabora, Shinysnga and Mwanzg’were tich regions
but there were no plans to properly use the gold, dianonds and
cattle for the social reproduction of the society. “Instead the
effort was to intemsify the old colonial insistence on o narrow

renge of cash crops without the overt support of tﬁe;sta%e
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‘nggaﬁ#ika Packers could not prosper as it did under ¢olonialisnm,
gffef'the ‘Arusha declaration the company was nationalised under
téfnslﬁhich'woﬁld be questionable by a state which was in any
way réépdﬁsiVe to democratic appealss And to be able to et
eloSéf to fhe'cattle of the Sukuns the TPL laid the foundations
for a neéf processing plant in Shinyanga. But like so neny
other‘prOjéctE.in the neo=colonial pericd, after fourtecn
‘years the factory was not open, The link between the needs
of the statéraccunulation and achofarship was expressed in
e MA thesis which was written to devele a poliey guideline for
a guaranteed supply of meat to the proposed meat canning factpr??
Bhe history. of the Tangsnyika Packers Itd is sti11l riddded with
anti=people: activithe to the point that even the party had
called for a ten per cent destocking in certain regione (viz
§hinyanga and Mwanza, Arushs). But the government's om efforts
to probe: the ualadministration hos led to cdass solidarity ?n
that the findings have never reached the public, o
Forced destocking of the colonial type could never be
. inplenented in the neo=colonial erm even though interrational
capital hqd tg.find new ways to zet the cattle of the people
at low pricess So by the end of the seventies the pepion of
Sukunaland became once nore the area of intense eattle rustling.
Vhere the TPL eould not take the surplus from the people the _
qld Athi Rivgz.factory §33~one of the destination fop the cattle
of the peoples So like the.era of colonialisn the volue from
the peoples,Ia@our wes entering the cirtuit of capltal
accunulation through the Kenya Meat lMorketing Board, It was
not insignificant ;hat Shinyanga,zegiqn with over 32 per cent

of the total_eattgie population 3f the country was the area of
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the nost intense violence and cattle theft,

Some studies have already pointed out how the palicies of
the Panzania state dovetailed with those who were foreibly
accunulating fronm the poor peasants, Keial Mustafz in his
‘study of "ghe pastoral question in Tanzania" seid: the attitude
of the planners and adninistrators towards the livestock
producing ‘peasants ore generzlly negntive with the livestock
producing peasants belng considered not yet settled". - "dimini-

- strators continue- to assert, usually withop-t any empirical - - .-
--evidence, that* without further-destocking, theﬁ& cen be-no _
developnent for the livestock producing mmsses." He continued

"Given the reluctance by the livestock
producing peasonts to reduce their' cattle
nuchbers under inereasiagly difficult

econonic conditions there hus been a growing .
tendensy to uwse both legal aond illegal force

to tring ebout this destockins in 'bhe interesta
of accurmlation." ]

Linking this proecess of foreed eormoditigation to-the
.incresmed plunder of the region e®peainlly ofter the Kagera
War this writer like nmony others pointed to the use of heavy
sub=naghine guns to rob the pastoralists of their cattle.:

"The oppressive nature of this accunulation
on the basis of the livestock producing masses -
has been leading to an increasingly antagonistic
relationship between the livestoek producing
peasants and the petty bourgeous class in
eontrol of state power in Tonzonia, The rise
the nilitent Sungu Sungu noveneént in Mwanza,
fabora .ana Shinysnga regions, the hear# of .the
so called livestock zone of Tanzonia, in thé 1980's
is a direct response by the livestock producing
peasmnts @&goinst this oppressive accumilation
_through "forced commoditisation." 21

It iz elenor 3_?1‘0:1 the above that the Sungu Sungu wos a response

- to the deepening clmss struggle in the rural area,
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This class struggle was no longer silent as tﬁé ﬁasses could not
count in the state to protect them. According to the state's
own statistics there,were'orer 11,453 cattle thefts and 15 merders

in Shinyanga, Maswa, Kahama end Bariadi districts in 1981.

In 1882 there were 21,922 cattle thefts and 8 murders related

to cattle thefts in the same districts., A total of 52,876

cattle were reported stolen. from the country in“1982?2 This
=peant that at 1982 mprices the state was losing over US § 66

million dollars from cattle-thefit., Of course the state d&id not

knéw the full extent of the livestock population of the country

for up to the present many of t?e rural livestock producers

2

asgo@iate the livestock census with taxation-or other

anti=people legislation, 1

I

. Por the masses of thesd regions in;ec&mity.was-engéndered
by cattle fhéft, smuggling, gold nining, .end those kinds of
activities éssoqiated with primiﬁive agcumalation, By.1980
Mwangza was like a frontier capital with the possibility of
obtaining illicit goodss The deaths from the, gold nines in
Geita and Kahama gold fields were part of the primitiwve metihods
of mining and claining stakes.  Miniug villages such as
Bulyankulu in Kahama diatrict‘Pecome,thé nagnet for all kinds
of dealers .and by 1987 over 30,000 persons-wére to be-ﬁound’ s
in this village - which had to be divided into Bulyankulu 1, 2,
3, etc. stretching the limits of a.ll. forms of normal social
interactioq. Kahama district is a fich fertile districg in
Shinysnga regidn and ii is not acéideﬁtal.that thé Sungu Sungu
first‘appeé;éd in Kahama district. Thié fgéion-is‘oﬁé-of the

richest in Tangania both in human resourOes;“cattle and minerals.
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Since the 1980'ad there have many commissions by the state and
the party into the forms of accumulation in this region for #
it was clearr that the amount of gold, diamonds and other
wealth being taken out of the society was not reflected in
the ability of the s¥yate structures such as the Hwadui Hi@és
or the state Mining Corporation. But whereas the state emtablished
silent commissioni4 the violence mpnd insecurity required ufgent
attention and in order to halt the spread of violence insecurity
end cattle rustling the people resorted to a traditional
-form of military organisation to form the Sungu Sungu, ,

25
The Sungu Sungu

That the Sungu Sungu arose as the social fdrce to resist
the forced commoditisation in the rural areag was a profqund
statement on the form of the class struggles in rural Taﬁga;ia.

The very mame of the Sungu Sungu-itself in its meaning rellects
the search for solida®ity and collective action by the people.
Reasarch into the romenclature of the Sungu Sungu shows that
it is very difficult to transpose é concept which is linked
to tradition. = to the English language. Tor in this process
the concept of Sungu Sungu is going through three layers of
languages, The concept of Sungu Sungu_relaﬁ@gs to "Cooperation
in doing jobs" which is similar to the cooperation if inseects
which kisukuma are known as Sungwa or Sungu.ﬁs The Sungu Sungu
are also called Wasalama which means those soldiers who lave
brought peare ana security in the society. This mame is a
Kiswghili name and is linked up to the general acceptance of
the work of the Sungu Sungu in the three regions of Mwanaa,

Shinyeanga and Tabdra where the people do not all claim to be

Sulkuma .
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One important point however is the way in which the Sungu Sungu
has brought to life a form of Sukuma identityy in the above - °
mentioned:regions, ~So much so thatin a rejion such as Tabora

where the people have been called Nyanwezi, in the military opera-

tions associated with peace keeping in the wvillages - the Sumpgu_
Sungu in this region were also called Basukumae. It suggests that
the Sukuna identity was taken on for cohesion and diseipline,
especially so in the area of Kahama which has attraeted thousands
of immigrants in the past 10 years.

P-_ﬁaaénsa,én his study of the Sungu Sungu said that throygh

legend the founder of the movement was one Kiahosha, the grand-

l
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son of Ng'wanamalundi. The legends surrounding this Hg 'wananalundi

are all linked to his Imowledge of trﬁditlonal plants and his
opposition to colonial rule to the point where he was exiled_
from Shinyangé by the British? Through ﬁral iitarnture tales
are told of how he defied British authqritiés fb eséﬁpe detention
and it is clear from these stories thot fhe& are meant to motiVe
the youth,s A deeper investigation shows that the Sungu oungu
in 1ts structure ond organisation does not depend on an individual
but on the collective self organisation of the village céﬁmunity.
The spread of the movement in the short period between 1980 -~
and 1983 showed tha% there was é certain au%énomy to éaoh
village aséembiy S0 that'for:yeafa the state security qﬁgans ‘
were;studying-the leadership structure of the;Sunguléunﬁu in
order to curb the growth but could not do it. Here was an arny
of the peoﬁle éhich'later called itsélf "Jeshi laﬂUkombosi“ which
traversed an srea of over 50,000 squafe kilometres eétablishing
law and order according to the coﬁception of popular viilage

assenblies,
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One researcher i geieofiddfs the Sungu Sungu said; 'The Sungu
Sungu specialise in the_apprehens%Pplagd punishnent of live-
gtock thieves ..e Then the thief is causht he is teken to
the location where the theft occurred and punishment takes
place oee Sungu Sungu.membe;s appecr guite exotic as thgy
are barefoot and barechested, wear feathered headdresses,
shorts, quivers of bows or spears on their backs, bells around
their ankles and carry arrows and spears in thier hands, ?hey
dance and sing in e circle around the thief who site inpassively
in the centre, appearing dazed and-disinteree¢ed."27
~ Beyond the exotic nature of this orny the researcher.
captured the place of dance and songe in the place- of, this
collective village security process. I'or the song and dance
were & nere reflection of a deeper cultudal manifeststion,
And even an assesenent of _the dances of the Sungu Sungu would
show that these dances ar® indeed the popular culture of the
village and not the subversive sccret socicties that Cory had _
been nmandeted to study. Dance and song oocupy o very inportant
place in the villoge community. They are not only outlets
far artistic and adesthetic expressions cnong the people but
they also fill nmaterial, spirigurcl and emotional needs. Iven
though one of the Sukuna dances, the (Buyeye); snoke dance is
now used to entertain tourists the dance societies were reloted
to entertainnent, excreise and the skills of nedieine, hunting
ond the Herding of cattle. Undoubteftly the content of the
donces and songs would have been affected by the transformations
;unleashed by colonialisn and neowcolonialisn, Thus while the

Sungu Sungu seen traditional in the forn of the songs sung or
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the danﬁea performed the traditional -structures which were
“linked to homesteads, Kays or established fields (matongo)
were affected by the new production ond socigl relations that
had risen in the society., VWhat was traditional was that the
Sungu Sungu_dug deep into the knowledge-of orgenisgaiion and
collective gecurity to develop an ammy which could confront
oﬁttla rugtlers with sub=-machine guns, Far more important
then the exotic form of the Sungu Sungu was the class content,
Pifty years earlier Cory warned the colonial stobte that ig was
powerless ‘to interfere with the dance societies mo that the
state ghould be careful that the societies provide the focus
for popular self organisation, (in colonial parlonce discontent),
After decribing 17 soecieties including 3-5 dance sgocieties
he warned: "Although the societies described above do not
maddle in-adidinistrative or political affairé there is the
possibility that 1f changing economic conditions give rise to
class di-~tinctions baged on wealth, one or more of these -
societies mey provide the foous for discontent, because there
is now even a tendedncy for the sophisticated cond better off
native not 4o join this kind of society",

After 50 years the sophisticated and beitcr off 'native!
of the Sukumec had become part of the state cluge in ‘the party,
the regionsl jovernment or in the ideological apporatus of
the state, Tor this reason though cattle rusiling arfected
pastoraliets more than it affected cultiWators it was in the
interegte of the whole community to break the cycle of

ingecurity generated by the forced commoditisation ol cattRe,



o 28w o
The content of the Sungu Sungu was to defend the intcrests
of the weak and poor; tastoralists and non-pagitorcliois.
P, Masonja ih his notes while explaining the- sraditional
Sukuma forme drawing extengively from his uge of thi- language
was at the sgoame time clear content, He said "The Sungu Sungu
initielly emergcd as a response by middle and poor peasants who
been hara-~ed by increasing armed cattle rusgtling, highway
brigorndry (known as Kodi ya Hilembe or liasanja) and houge
breaking, 1In Kahama they congidered themselves ap Jesii la
Ukombozi against the much richer peasants who had crcated their
own organisation known as Chama cha Kumi in which cattle
kecpers paid o membership fee of 200/= which allegcd was_
used to grease the palm of those in authority to arrest thieves

28
and ag an insurance against theft," The specinl procegpes

which gave rige to this movement were very gpecific to the

f

noture of the regionsg with the large numbers of caitle,

Far more re«earch is needed on the 1links betwcen cultivators

and pastoralists ond how sociaJ{'.-.'mahi:!h by these communities is

linked to the ownership of cattle and not to the newer symbols

of capitaliem, Yet from the present eveidence it is cleor

that the poor whether scultivators or pastoralists came together

to defend their communities, This is seen from the basgis of

the socisl organisation of this army of resistance, “Théﬁanggu
i

Sungu bagig of social organisation is the village community

(ki jiji or Nzengo), All inhabitants of the kijiji arc Bagungu-

sungu, Mile initially the Sungu Sungu were o few able~bodied

men who sgecretly met to plan out strategies for delence, now

every inhabitant is deemed to be a Sun:le
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There are no membership fees as such, though in the day that
the-kijiji constitutes itself into Sungu Sungu, vord is passed
around that from the neighbouring village, Sungu Sungu will
come- to in~tall the leadership and contributions of 20/= are
"~ colleected from each kaya household, The enthugicen with which
people readily pay is an indication of the josi“ive responge
from “he peasantry and the way they wish to be inengifigd

with “his movement, ... The villag ¢ comm@nity has its.
agsembly to which all belong and participate in i's deliberations

sees The amsembly elects in a public gathering their JItemi
leader, kotibu (secretary) five elders ond o makondn %o head
each group of 10 able bodied young men.39 Thig degeription and
other works on this army emphasises the democratic cnd popular
natuee of the movement where free electiong, open accountability
and collective registance gupereseded:the social domination of
the party ond stnte with the layers of functionarics who were
geen to be cooperating with the thieves and corrupt eclements,
‘In more thon ome instorice the Sungu Sungu even spprehonded
- .police persons aond replaced village governmmentg, The Sungu
Sungu grnve “hemaselves the mandote to return the ~cecuzity to
the villages by removgng cattle rustiers, thicven, racketeerg
(wolonguzi) cnd alleged 'witches's Before the cra of libera-
ligation .in 1984 the prosccution of the racketecis in the
villaoge was carried out with such vigour that “he villoge
_.comnunity had reagoned that maogendo brought ingecurity., Thus
walangugzi wag held on the gpame place as vitches, This was a
tremendoug development in the popular congciousgnege but the
Sungu Sunsu lLack the jdeological toels required to deepen this

profound transformation in the consgeiouness of “hc poor peasants,
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The_Suhgu'Sungu had no links with the workere in the towng so
thog when they are acolaimed ‘by the state ond the party as
heving mestored peace and scourity, it could be ;cgitimately
agked who benefits at present from that security,.

Deopite the ideological limits of the Sungu Sunsu the
nature of ite organisation was such that the nature of military
organination did not take the form of a gtanding ormy, The
Sungu Sungu were integrated into the villoge communi®y ond
were ancwerable to ond carried out their coﬁcepﬁion of justice
with the power of the community behing them to guarantec enfore
cement, Thig power of the community to sanction justice outside
the legol framcwork of the gtate had been noted by colonial
officials wio studied the Sukﬁma. This form of leow cnforcement
by community setion meant that the ammy wag totcally integrated
into the community,. in this sence the Sungu Sﬁn;u_was o real
pcoples amy totally self reliont on the community. This is
clear from the weapong system - bows, arrows, knowledge of the
enviroment cnd medicine (the proper phjng;ra), the command
control ~nd communications system of the amy colled the

sun

gu Sunsu, The command structure is linked to the Ntemi

and the commander who must be a person with medical practices
and the eort of troining necessary for fighting and endurance,
Vhile tracking cattle rustlers the Sungu Sungu moved in small
groupg of B8-10 or the sizec of the gection of platoon of the
Viegtern ammy, The sungu éungu uged guarillo factics for
survivel and draws heavily from the ruga rug: traditionsg: i.€.
the military ekills which were uged by Chief Ilirambeo in the

battles of the 19th century,
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The Sungu Sungu developed their own unigque nethods of
communjcotion over a region of 50,000 gq. ki;amctrcs with
over 5 million pergons, The procegs of egtablishing this
sort of control wasg linked to cultural bonds beiween the'peoplea
and the fact that the power of the poor peasante heldaway
over the ruetlers and racketeerg, Sungu.Sungu went from villgge
to villege and carried out a ceremony called kutcuya (some
regearcher~ including my own informants call thio~ an enthronement
ceremony but this ideation contradicts the popular bagig of the
movement, It scems that there is no adequate bnglich franglation
for this procoss). In this ceremony the Sungu Zungu dance
and ging the following song:

Gininiga ng! watw;z;llke ng'wali ng'wakunuke Wlbi

Na basombo abo ng'watogwa kubulaga

banhu sagala,

Imone giki Sungu Sungu itabembelcaaga,
Lelo ng'wocha,

Gininiga you have come to call us,

thieves were dominantly threatening everywiere,
Witcherafts rejoced to kill people,

Let you all know the facts,

Sungu Sungu hag.no meroy on you,

death i upon you,

bc preparcds -

The milia ary. u;xganlsatlon of the Sunﬂu sun A dchibed

above proved adequate as long ag the resistﬁncc *emqlned
within the politics of the districts from which the ammy arige,
It could not confront a.real army bent on moving dovn pcasants
armed with bows and arrows, So while there wos o high rate

of suceegs of the Sungu Sungu trapping cattlc rustlers this
form of military organisation could not succced in battles
elsewherc, This wag clear in o mgjqr_battle in mzy 1984 whe ne
gscores of Sungu Sungu were ambuspgd_in o battle with %he |

Wotaturu,
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The party SecretanyGenﬂrﬁigas rushed to Shinyanga rcgion and
the party prevniled upon the Sungu Sungu not to %cke revenge,
Instecd the party promised that it would "equip the traditional
defence groups with mddefn defence techniques to encble them
to be more cffective", This wis only one more effort of the
state to pacify and demobilise tho Sungu Sungu, Since that
time the official line has been that the Sungu Sungu represents
the truc cmbodiment of the Peoples Militia and asg such should
be rccogniscd under the law governing the Peoples ilitias
Tor more thon four ycars the stote had wanted to physically
crugh the Sungu Sungu egpeeiclly in areas the loeal siate
m-chinery helped smugglers and cattle rustlers, The older
party leaderg know of the potoptial of thig kind oi’_ _Lll?rissi.;lg
and thus in order to control this form of populcr resistonce
the party gave the Sungu Sungu its blegging wiaile roegtroining
its autonomy, TIrom that time the Sungu Sangu beecome cheap
unpaid lcobour to keep the peace in the villaoges cgpeecially
in the fronticr gold mining villages of Geito cnd Hohamo,
During 1983 when the nature of racketeering was ou’s of control
the Sungu Sungu were deployed in the towng and becone part of
the peace-kecping apparatus of the state, This wag a major
achievement for the party conmigsion which gtudicd the Sungu
Sungu werc old cnough to know the congequences of driving
resistonce underground as the colonialists did in the same
regions in the fifties, But in their emprace of the Sungu
sungu the poarty did not bring any clear leadership ond thug
enbraced all the agpects of the Sungu Sungu including the

contradictory aspcets of the male dominated community

prgonisction,
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This contiradiction is most expl;qit in the witcherofs cradication

" cémpaigns of the Sungu Sungu. Hencé the par’-c.y. cxaorts the Sungu
:Sungu to refrain from the persecution of witcheg vithout
II&&VQlOping the kind of pociety which would transform thc peagants

1

undersgtonding of witechcraft,. The tactio of party recognition

for the “Sungu Sungu was a short tem ucaqggcc of repregsive
tolerance bt was inadequate for the long tem rcsolution of

the socicl conditiong in rural Tanzania which gove risc to the

Sungu Suncu,

For thig reason the confusion exists over the lines of
L ] . - g

authority between gtate organs such as the police, *“hec courts

and the Sungu Sungu,

The Sungu Sun-u and the State

The sprcad in the sizd ond operations of the Junsu Sungu
in rural Tangaonia was a profound rcgponse ¢f the pcesantry to
the way in which gtate control over the livecs.of +hie people
had been strengthened by villagisation and the cdninistrative
nachinery developed in its wake, Sungu Sungu wag o be a-
source of confidence for rural ¥illagers ﬁhd&#hcy'could
develop autononmous forms of popular agsenbly which was a
resgigstance "to the plethora of appointed officicls who have
. power at the local level, The take over of village goverfie
nents and she toake over of poliée stations by “hec Suhizu Sungu
vag o dranatic response to the forms of-govcrnapce in +he
rursl countrywide, ' This form was awthoritariosn, =nd its
content anti-democratic, and the political exprcecion

of the gocio-cconomic policicg being ‘parsucd in “hc asocicty,
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The fundemental problem lay in the basis for accunulotion in
Tanzania,

Though the ideology of the state since 1967 had been
predicated oh ujomaa and self reliance there wag a nurked
continuity in the direction of econonic policiess ‘herec the
natu”}ﬂ of village organisation changed to resenble the
eollective aspirations of the people called ujcnaa, thekssence
of the ¥illage structures was to supervise the production of
surplus for the world capitalist market, The gold from Kehana
and Geita, the cotton, cattle and dianonds did noi go %o
build the foundations for a gocialist econony, theee commodities
entered the circuit of international capital in woys vhich
guaranteed super exploitation, More than one study has
docunented the way in which villagisation wag the culmination
of thg efforts that storted way back in he coloniai days to
restructure rural economic life so -as to facilitate cEploitation
of the rurcl magses by international capitalism?o To be aﬁle
to test this assertion one need not remain at the level of the
operationg of the Tanzania spate in the sense of the exanination
of the relevant organg; that is the coercive, the ideoiogical,
those of reproduction or thoge of legitimation, The links
with international capital through 'donors! ahd nissionaries
were ainecd at 'modernising! the pecasantry ond {o intensify the
colonial foimms of cash crop production, VWhile in other parts
of the underdeveloped world the church has becn tronsfommed in
the proceegs of popular rcsistance, to link the idcas of theology
to liberssion the church in rural Africa is still rolling ahedd

in iteg civilicing nission,
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Thig nigsion doeg not seek to build on the knowledge and concrete
experience of the people., So thmt ;n ;Qo progroiries to eradicate
hunger, poverty ond disecase the health projec's rciqforce the
dominastion of the mgrket by multi-natiqnal:pharm:ccptical fimsg
(via a;d called the Easeqt;al Drug Progranme). ﬁducation for
self relionce also fomsg ite back on the knovwledye which is
reproduced in the village comnunity. Hence the foet that fhe
bu}ﬂ pf the sungu Sungu were ex~gtandard geven leavers neant
that the villagers were saying thot the authoriﬁicg éor Qﬁowledge
end law weice in their own rankg, This wag o mojor wot of defiance
against the gehool system, the church, the police the courts
and ih sone capes village governnents.
Defionce ond resigtance however while mobilicing the
energieg of vast chnnunities pgqved unable to generate the
kind of outlook .which could corry thg péoPle toward out qflthe
insccurity genefated by their relat;qnship to the cnvironent
ond to the state, But the state could only conceive of security
1n_t¢rms ox ﬁhr sccuripg‘of the gtate, There were no rcalﬁ
efforts to conceptualise a gocio-ccononic prograarie which
would involve trangformaotion in the rurel arcas beyond the
provision of raw materials for Europcand Weatern capitaligt
centres, Dovel&pmqnt involved thﬁLontrad;ctory bagk of
extending the acrcages of cotton and tobg;co. Tobaceo production
led to dcforestAatioq and the regressive n;tgrc ox cotton
production and itp iiqkages in the cconony ueant_ﬁhat the
;people who produced theFotton ooulq not afford the ciothea
produccd from the cotton, The kind of seicentific oﬁtlook
necegsary %to lay the bagis Sor réal transforuction vog not
fortheoning fron the state, thusg the xepresaivc chd cocrwive

ppate of cdaninistrative organs to control the pecaganiry,
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Becouse the foundations of the Tanzonjion state did not
ginply loy in the heritage of the colonial stote the party
vhich itecell aroge out of the registance of the poople took
a different iinc fron the coewxecive organs of the riatec,
Whereas the police and the courts called forxr grecoter powers
over the éun;u Sungu the party ag the ideologiccl arm of the
state ﬁnd'the gource of gtate legitination first studied the
Sungu Sungu, Sociologists and party officialg studied the
novenent to ensure that "1t was not driven underground”, A
pdrt& comnignion was forned as state intellectunls warncd:

" It is inportont to avoid coercive ncasureg ond intead
adopt politicial neapureg that con transform and nodernige.
the novencnt into an effective and highly disciplined gross
roots orgenisation rooted in the history.and culture of the
pcoples it is intendcd to aervs."34 The party comaigsion
todk thig nodernising theme to hezrt and this wos reflceted
in the gpéechos of party and governoent lcaders pronising
the Sungu Sungu nodern weaponsg ond unifomms, Up %o she tine
of writing the Sungu Sungu still wore their exotic unifommsg,

Ag the principal adninistrative arm of the gtoate the
one praciticrl recomnendations which cane from the porty
connigeion wag to create another distriet in Shinyeongco region,
Thug nagwa digtrict was divided into two to crecatu ihe
districts of IMapwa cnd Meatu .. Fron tiue to uime there wexe
reports in “the pf;ss that the party wag preparing troining
progroamcs for villages and which offenceg were o be handled
by both the éungg Sungu and thoge which were to be hondled by

the police, Thege distinctions were never codificd in law.
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The embrace of the party and stote to thce Sunzu sungu
took a filip after the other threats to the scecurity of the
state wére nonifeet in the planned nilitary intcrvensiion of
Jonuary 1983, The stote identified a new cla~g of ncduﬁulators‘
called ccononic saboteurs as part of the prob;cm and for o year
the Sungu Sungu werc nobilised by ;he party in thc rurgk ﬁreas
to flush out corrupt olemehts, racketeers ond snboﬁcurs. .The
then Princ llini~ter in the héat_of thieg conpoign comﬂdndcd the
Sungw . Sunau for 'earrying out = cultﬁfﬁl revolution in the
country! in ?heir efforts to fight crine and bu;ld‘socigliam.
The Prine llinister who was then the Seorefa:y of the Nogional
Deiengce and Sceurity Comnission of fhe perty ﬁaid that the
gociety had forgotten the role of#hcir tfaditionland culturcg
in defence and secutixy; Statemehts such ag this ehdeared

the Prine Illini-tcer to the Sungu Sungu to the point wheie one

*

of the mogt favouritc songs df the Sungu Sungu wag on the

untinely death of this Princ Minister in April 1984,

Sokoine uli Ngalana ugongwa goali

gugeka anagambo

Galilila no anmataifa, kila bupande nagilitiko
Iungu bebe leka na nile baba U-Sokoine
Nuchopa abasanbo

Roughly translated

Sokoine wasg the upright nan

The engnies of the people planncd an accident

He died and they rejoiced :
& ; Sorrow gpread evergwhere
’ Ah God, I cry for Bokoine

I will hunt for his congpirators, -
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Vhen the stote identified the cnemies of socialign os
exploiters “"he Sungu Sungu identified itself wish “he party
$0 c2ll iteelf the amy of the party, The Prime Minisier, the
President ond the Seeretary General called for the regognition
of the Sungu Sungu under the law governing the pcoples nilitia,
50 successful was the Sungu Sungu in curbing cattle ruw-tling
that by 1985 the rustlers nmoved fo Mara region, ™hen the -
part y leaderg called on the people to fom treoditional
defence groung of the Sungu Sungu genre to combat inreccurity
and nerder- in lMara, Up to 1987 the Party Chaimaon wons
calling in the government to recognise the traditional defence
the 'boraza'! in Mara and the Sungu Sungu in lwanza, Tabors and
Shinyangnlregionsés

Thig pogition of the top porty leadership was 2lways
ot odds with the local party officials and wita the legol
authoritics in the society., TFirstly during i?éﬁnﬁi-Econamic
Sabotape canpaign there were nany instances in “he regions
of Tsbora, Ilwanza and-Shinyanga where regional lcoaders ond
police persons were haorpnssed by the Sungu Sungu, Jecondly
after the 1984 budget when the racketeersg were cllowed to
inport goods under the liberalisation programne thesc who
called for greater efforts to curb the Sungu Sungu roiscd
their voicesg &ven nore?7 In the initisl period of the hew
direction which was in faet the old colonial gtrotegy - the
party turned to calling on the Sungu Sungu to plant trces and
to incrcase agricultural production, This was the beginning
of the demobilisotion of the Sungu Sungu cond this was to be
carried forwiard by thc donors who introduced o gpeciol sohene

of "incentive goods for Tural Tanzania" especeinlly among the

Sukun O
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Incentive goods were to.be thougands of bicycles which could
induce the rural poor to produce cotton degpite the faet that
the-world price waos below the cost of production,

‘By 1987 the coerecive am of the sgtate felt confidnﬁt__
enough to proclcin that the CCH recognition of the Sungzu Sungu
doeg not hove the forece of law?a This problen oI *hc Sungu
Sungu ond the law highlighted the contradictions of the state
an@l its inheritance both in relation to the pQOple and.tm the
colonial stotutes.

As 1% was pointed out above colonial foioials had
digcerncd o parakdel law enforcenent in Sukunolond, The |
colonial state notcd the cloged agsociotions cnd he power,
of the coununity to enforce strict control o%qr the activities
of nenberg of thce comnunity, The decision by-the_party to
allow-th8 pungu Sungu somne freedon to organisc viag o Hojor
political wetreate But this toactienl retreat ucant thot there

were contradictions with other orgonised branches ol the state

such ag the police and the Stock Theft Prevention Unit, This

unit was explicit¥y established to curb the export of capital
via cattle rustling, The Sungu Sungu however identifiod‘many
elenentg of the police and this unit as collaborotorg of the
rustlers, A clecor contradietion exjisted between the agencies
of the law, the law ikgelf and the Sungy Sungu,

Though *he party exhorted the Sungu Sungu to follow the
laws of Taongenja the party leadership from time to time called
for the court to regpeet the rulings of their agsenblics but
the law wos never chonged to give o legal bage for the activities
of the Sungu Sungu,. S8 when the local state funciionaties * °
found their otrength again they statted to arrcst the leaders

of the novencnts
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/Mhereas under English comnon law a person is innocent until
proven quilty the Sungu Sungu had their own code of investigation
and thoge arrested are preswied guilty, At independence
Tanzania _inherited the British legal system with the change of ;
the nanes of gone courts but essentially with the same functiong,
Vhot the party had wanted was for fhé activitice of the village
agsenblics to have the force of the prinaxry courts. These
courts have o linited nandote and eaﬂ only pess certain sentencesg,
The BSungu Sungu however at tineg carried out the death gentence
after their trialss It was this conflict which lcd to the repeated
: ollg by state officials for the novenent to hand over suspectd
to the police. Thisg was particulafif the line of the inistry
of Home Affoirs, This line wos even nmofe strident after the
novenent scized at lecst one police station in lwonza region
when the weapons the)}zmim 'racketecrs! were found on
thd strocﬁ%nagiﬁm, Behind the HMinigry of Home Affcirs lowyers
have argucd that the Sungu Bungu is illegel and chould be dis=
banded.39 Behind the leganl comnunity are Bhosc who assert
that the Sungu Sungu is a terropist organisation, tprrorising
innocent pcrsons in the rural areas.4o Thig potential fox
the Sungu Sunzu to turn into its opposite encrged fron the
efforts of the poarty to use this novenent to cnforce unpopul-ar
laws such oo the Hunan Besourccs Deploynent Act~ colles
Nguvu Kozi by the nagses,

The dialection of the positive ond the negotive in this
novencnt was to caerge in the problen of witcheraft, Tor
th#pa&ty in cnbracing a novenent with o precopitalsst ideology
ha& enbroced it with all its contradictions ond one of the
nanifest contradicitions of rural Sukunsland hos been the

41
progecution ol old wouen ag witches,
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The_Sun;u Sungu, witcheraft and Soéﬁal;gg

s The jideation of witchcfaft renains bné of *he mosgt
bﬁff;ing questions for pocialists in fheir concepiualisation
of the reguirements ﬁf the transitién to a higher form of
social organisati;n beyond th?éoveffy and destruciion of
neo-colonial cepitalisme Inevitable as in the cage of fhe
éungu Sunzu all gonflicts in the rursl areas toﬁch on the"
problen of witcheréft. Witchoraft.has been defined by
anthropologiste inlmﬁnf books but as of the ﬁreﬁent:thege
understandings begin frou.a‘colonial standpoint.' The authors

in a much quoted book on witcheraft anq:sbrceg[_inlﬁaat Africa

defined "witcheraft as a mystical and innate power, wiich can
be uczed by ite possesor:to harn other pe09le“; fuch a defi=
nition ies static and beging from a starting.poinﬁ vhich ignores
the cosmology of peasants in Africgn societies, In *he pregent
s"ruggle in South Africa wheré reél questions of gocial trang=-
fomation are posed there is no attenpt télﬁefine witcheraft
but to undersgand its place in social reproduc;iéﬁ. When
popular defence committeeé were inwolved in wi“cheraft eradi-
éation one publjication aske& fhe relevant cuesiion whether
witché- are just a supe;stitious fémnanta ol thc dark pre=
.eolonizl past or is therc a nore fatidnal explanagion for their
existence. Other guestiong were: Is the beliel in witches
neceararily‘reactionary or can such beliefg be transforﬁed
into a progressive ideology? Is tﬁe political und culturai
isolation of phe countryside just a paasingl prﬁblem that will
disappear in éﬁe narch towards liberatiﬁn? Or doeg it reflect
érofﬁund difficulties in the ability of ﬁrban people to under-
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stand and interact with rural culture?
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"Prom these profound guestions the game conuent naintained
"To Christions, Christ exists, To Musling, Allah eximts,

To larrists, ‘Class jexists. To many living in the countryssie,
witéhes exist," Sﬁch a starting point allowg fior a nmore

synpathetic approach beyond the colonial witcheroit ordinances
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which gought to outlaw a popular custon, 1t rTequi
scientific and philosophical outlook to grapple with the
trangfomationg in the society which generatcg the kind of
.inseeurity which leads to the practices associabted with witches
and wvitchcraft, There are many quegtions roiscd by the

problen not in the leasgt in the way the ideca witchceraft is
fimly enbedded in the congciousnegs of the pcople, A graphic
exanple of this fact is that there is hardly c sgoccer team in
Africa which doeg not travel with its own wigd doctor,

The colonial state even while passing legirlation against
witchcraft did not ignore the gsoeial congegucnces of this
beliecf, I% is for this reason that the colonial sgtate paid
close attention to the practice of witbherait and the pote-
nticlities of witcheraft eradication novenents, They were .
awarc that witcheraft eradication (of which the “ungu Sungu
ig onc of form) could develop into nass moveients, 1In the
specific case of Tanzania the British took care %o cnsure that
there wag ho alliance between the nationalis*s ond the witch-
craft ercndicators.. There is evidence that ot least one such
pergon Nguvuiali was mobilised to work on the pide of the

44
coloniclistas In the popular nythology of the antiecolonial
struggle in Tanganyika there is one witch-doctor Ogale Olango

who is positively identified with the struggles ol the workers,
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This ampect of the nationalist sruggle is hoﬁ yet properly
docﬁmbﬁted but there is work which. links the laji .Maji revolt
ﬁ} 19Q5-1906 to witcheraft eradication novements, Hang Cory ;
in his extengive study of witcheraft had warncd the eolonialists
thot witcheraft and traditional beliefs could be uged to
nobilige anti-Europdan feelimgst In next door Lenya during

the struggle of the Land and Freedon Amy, colled ilou lou,

the coloninl state called a conference of witchdoctorsg to
.mobiliﬂe then ogaingt the freedon fightersfs Where the inte-
llectucl sgtarting point of anthropology ond bourgeois scholar-
ship wos concerned with control and repregsion on cnancipatory
intellecsunl fronework must be developed o be cble to transcend
the gociology of control, The potential in %tidg direction

was démonstrated during the ptruggle for politicnl independence
in Zinbabwe, In the process of waging cimed siruggle against
géttlcr colonialign the guerillaf% did not turm +their books

on the ideological outlook of the pecasants, Throug@ a definite
sense of the place of gpirit mediun in tho guerillo amies
robilised traditional diviners and spitit nediung in the guerilla
Er‘truggleiw

To be able to disentangle the cosnic world oi the comnunity

which produces witches requires o trangeendemce of the kind

Qf exhortntion which is to be found in Tangania, As the crisis
in the countryside deepened after independence the incidence

of honicideg ond nurders of old siggle wonen hove increased
conéiderably. In particular in the region o; the Sungu Sungu
witeheraft provided for the general insccurity of the conmunity
as o wholeé, Sungu Sungu arose ag on antidote o this inseourity

and it is thercfore not surprising thet members of thig peasant

riovenent hosg been arregted an charges of the nurdering of witches,
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The perty and governnent has calléd on the Sunzu Sungu to
refrain fron persecuting witches but without lo-ying the basgis
for chonging the conditions which strengthens the outlook of
witcheraft ond its opposite witcheraft pradieatiiohs

A geientific view of the links between witcheraft and the
lobour procegs would geek to underspand how the congciousness
of witches is determined by the relationsghipe between nen and
wonien ond te-:nctural enviroment, To be sble to separate the
real tcechniques of lobour and the inaginary technigues of
nagic requires o philosophical outlook which grosps the social
relations of production and the links to naturefs A non-
natericlist storting point begins fron the view that the
cxigtence of the idea of witcheg relates to pegonisa, This
is becouge ghe philogophical outlook of Western capitalienm
gepoarateg nntters of the gpirit and the goul ‘rom sgeiences
and technolozy, The philosophy of the Vest which was consigtent
with the risc of capitalisnm postulated thoat geicnce ond tech-
nology descrnined every sphere of life, tronsforming social
relations in the process. The Sungu Suagu cind its ideological
infrastructure from which it sprung is one other nonifestation
of regi~tance to the ideological fomulationsg of capitalsat
developuent which olaing universal validity. This rcgistarce
in trying to preserve precapitalist formg could nat thrive
thug the succegs of the party in denobilising this nilitant
fom of upriging in the gountrygide,

The colonial state was not unaware th:t there was a big
difference between those they called witcheg cnd thoge who
have speeialised knowledge of the herbs and plantg of the

Africon countryside,
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Ag early ns the 1930's the British were studying "Native
Poigons ond Native Medicineg of Tanganyika”fg Today when
nodern nedicine is caught with the contradictions of ke high
level of chenicals in the products of transnctionzl drug
fims there ig a najor gearch for natural renedicg in plants
and herbsg, Trangnational drug companies are carrying dut.*re
research.in. the rural areas while the state inporis the
couplex of health care generated by capitalisn, If the state
spent one tenth of the resources of the Egszential Drug Progranne
o the Traditional Medicine Begearch Unit then the society
would be naking a najor step in harnessing *he knowledge of
traditional doctors to inprove the health of the people,
Pregsent rescarch in other African states sgck to link the
Univergity departnent of organic chemistry, to the nedical
laboratories to the patients using the knowlcdge of the loeal
ngongo, In Tonzania the effort of the state to narsiall this
knowledze is linited and just as how the pcasent at pregent
plante co*ton and cannot bgy the clotheg the herbs and plants
will be packaged by transnational dgug conpcnieg ond the rural
peasants will not be able to afford ite

* The Chinege comnunists in the procegs trangforning the
jhheritonce of backwardsnedgs did not tgrg_their backs on the
knowledse of the traditional herbalists, In China one would

find herbalists practicing alonggide nodern doctors ond the
treatuent by acupuncture is how world famoug?o The Chinesge
storted fron the point of view that 50c1aligu.and socialist
transfomation involved the knowledge, skills and gscientific

techniques of its people accunulated over centuries, But in

Africo the 'medernising elites' even where proclaiming socidisn
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turm their baocks on the true spirit of self relionce of the
people and gecks to hamonise the ccononic exploitation of
the people with the inpossible task of Buropecnisation, But
the rise of the Sungu Sungu should encoursge rcecarch on the

relotionghip between social transforuation and tambilko,

Reggﬁtanco and Trangfornotjon
The rise of the Sungu Sungu was a najor gistcnent of the

'Iural_poor against forced commoditisation of their labour
power, Iron the period of World War II to {the present all
the plons for econonic development have becn prediccted on
the weckenening of the people to noke them nore vulnetable +to
the lws of capitalist accunulation, Scholars who wont to
see this proccse gpeeded up speak of "The uncapturcd peasantV,
while eocial demoorats call for capitalist. dewelopnent biut
wkth thtelearning fron the experjienceg of the poor?o The
Sungu Sungu challenged the progressive scholeor to disoern
the real spirit of this nodern novenent of regi~Lonce in the
Tanzonjan countryside, They sharpened the nation ol the
clash Letween Burope and Africa, between the deepening of
copitaliet relations and the possibilities for new fomsg of
popular orgonisations. In thks respect the Sungu Sungu
cenen*ed the place of the self organisation and self nobilisation
of the popular nosgses. And at the sane tine the legsonsg of
the ability of the party to take the novement under its wing
reinforces the need for ideology and the cloarity of who are

the cllieg of the rebelling nasses.
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Popular discondent aond resistance of the Sungu Sungu went
beyond ~imple protests and took the fom of nred orgonisation,
‘albeit ame ond weapons of a precolonial nature, As part o f
the historical process of the Tanzanian peonle thie novenent
Jjoined the long chain of passive and amed rebellions which
are associnted with capitalist penetration of the village
contunity, Jusgt as in the pagt capitalisn retrcaﬁod.;r;ﬁ other
rebellions to find mew formg of douination the risc and growth
of the Swngu Sungu did notzgny way check the expanai?n of +the
exploitation of the rural poor, If the movenent did not
succeed in breaking ghe control of capital it exposed the
hollow bagis of the stape's line of Ujanca cnd self-reliance,
Significantly the Sungu Sungu clarificd to other peasants
that it is one thing to take over ¥illage governnents but it
is quite another to run then, In Mwanza rcgion the npvemgnt
rénoved corrupt leaders only to find out that if they were to
Bunrencesssfuilyl developnent projects' in their villages
then there would have to be o break in the vy wiich the
whole operctions of the village has been integrated into. the
parallel ncrket, Despite the cloins of the deononic Reqovery
Progroime of bringing essenticl connodites to the rurpl areas,
the cggentianl requirenents for agricultural, producition could
only be procured by participating in‘jhe ealled black narket.
Hence' successful village projecte requirc thai cven the
villages scll hides and sking ond other comodi sics to those
who cxpotrt then td neighbouring countrics. And becouse the
Sungu Sungu do not sec anygthing wrong with this they bring
peace %o the gold nines of Geits and Kshana vhen 955 of the
gold nined is token fron their comnunities cnd do not cone

back to help build schools, roads, clinics or other essential

gervicosg,
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The BSunsu Sungu by concentrating on theft i the willage level
did not ncke links with the workers in towns such ag liwanza
and Shinyanga, Nor did they try to deal with “he real thgeves
who orgonise the ndure of gociety thus creating +the problens
to which thieving is only o responsge,

This wag a najor weoknegs, one which wos gonpounded by
the conpaign of sone nenbers of the Sungu Sunzu against
witcheraft, Thus though the novenent clininccd one form of
ingccurity by @aing the work of the stock theft prevention
unit i% ercated insecurity for the older womon who saw the
povenient 8 o traditional aggressive form o. outhority which
is repregsive. Witcheraft eradication hag been o feature of
the peoples called the Sukuna and was one of the coatrol
nechcnisng cxercised by the society. In this period of crisis
worien tend to loge out because they do not hove the power to
detemine where resources go and ultioeotely older single wonmen
are vulnerable to perceptions of ill onmen in o conuunitye
Rural peasants are experiencing real hardships in Tanzania ond
it igc not clways eagy to gdentify the state ond foreign capital
ag the esource of the trends in the econony, Tor this the
party hog been enjnently succeggful in deflecting the energies

of the poor to guatontec the legitinisation of the systeg.

The International Monetory Fund, the World Bank and other
agencieg of international capital have not been unware of the
denpbiliping ploce of the party. Together with “he incentive
goods and the promise of health, sanifation -nd welfare the
exploitera of African lobour survey the lcsggons of the Sungu

Sungu novenent,



- 50 =

The popers of these orgons reflect on how to use the grassroots
orgonisations as o managenent unit, "thus pemitting the
diffusion of a "management ond control systen down to the
lagg fonily ond kaya in the village" ... The potential
ugefulfiess of thege grassroots leaders' mobilisotion copobility
in ‘the Sultwaa context should not be undercstimoted by any .
developnent endeavor"?l The promise here is to be able to
nobilise the party and the ungu Sungu to cntrench capitalist
relationg of production. Bat as the problene of %he bunmper
erop of cotton of the past year showed the people of
Tanzanino have no control over the world rrarket of casgh crops.
And ingide Tanzaonia the sgyate may exhort the ﬁcagaﬂ@s to.
produce the peasants will regpond but the sicte does not
have the infrastructure for storage, tronsport, ginning,
nahcgenent, naorketing or to poy the pengants for thieir cropa.

Out of this choog there will be new frusctroitions and
‘other fom= of regicgonce will rise up in the coun“rysgide,
Progree~ive scholars nust be. able to develop o peicngific
orientntion so that there is theoreticcl guidance for the
spontencous outhursts of the nagses go thot these rebellions
do not provide for new techniqueg of opprecgcion, Thig was
the concrete legson fron the regults of the lau Iau struggle?2
At the nrocesgs of clags selection expands under the INMF
seotions of the petty bourgeois will use thc legacics of the
Sungu gungu for the purposeg of the politici:coftion of ethnicity.
The abgence of the overt forng of this aspcet of politics in
Tanzanic wag not becousge of the gbsence of etimic differences,

but due %o the weak developnient of the petty bourgcoisie.

s
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Now this strata is using the welfare guise (burials and
wedding) to rear its Heads

The Sungu Sungu has reesgtablished the right of the
boetorglists to be part of the future of Africa, for two
long the idea of developnient has been predicatcd on the destru-
ction of the way of life of the pagtoral peoples, The Ujanaa
strategy for livestock developnent did not differ in content
fron +the Eaay African Conuission Report of 1953 nor the
subgcquent invegtigations of the specinliged agonecieg of
finonce oapitel, Speech af'er gpeech by notionsl leaders call
for the pastpral people to be linked to o catile couplex which
deepeng their dependence on VWegtern grain, benking and drug
fims, Thig experience of the Soviet Union wherc the dependence
on inported grain is tied up to the acceptance of the Vestern
nodel of animal hugband..ry ghould be gtudied by thoge who
seek to develop genuine gocialisnm ond gelf reliance, A
sociclist strategy for Tanzoniao nust draw fron the storehouse
of the experience of hunanity , including the negative and
positive lessona of oapitalipn ond soeiclisn, A prerequisite
for gocial change nugt be the ability to bduild on the
higtoricol experience of the people; including “he nobilisation
of positive skills ond knowledge transaittcd over centuriesg.

Already the thrust of speeialisecd invesptijotions on the
peoples such ag the lMagai and the Sukuna tend %o study thesge
people ugde} the rubric of envirommentol conscrvotiion and
wildfife, The ecological flog is raiscd td ju~tify the
phygicnl elinination of these peoples fron %hc continent in

the long run,
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The Sungu Sungu in defending the right of their comnunities
have entered the legend of herdsnen who derended their cattle,
This foet is now part of the history of Tanzonia, Tanzania
ig o vogt underpopulated land ond the health, nutrition and
change in the standards of living is linked to a healthy
population with a healthy stock of goats, shecp ond cottle,
And if the preecopitalst foms of livéatock control ore to be
transforned then the progrecssive social scientists arc geientist
confroted with fundanental problems. E, g. Mt should
be the attitude of the progressive sobolar to hunters and
gotherers? Vhat is the adequate fom of the improving of the
live-tock yiqld of the pastoralists? How can new seientific
gkilles be introduced in the ¥illaoge coanunities of Africa
without destroying the gkills and knowledge of the rural
produccrs?

_The rise of the Sungu Sungu sharpened thesc questionsg as
the gociety grappled with its post ~nd confroted the future,
The Sungu “ungu wag = reagsertion of the cultural strength
of the Africon people, The party in its eubracce of the
novenent embraced all its contradictiong in order to demobilise
ond to dininish the growth of the uprising. There wag no
recl cffort to study the legsons of history., It would equire
another forn of denocratic polities to link up the positive
sspcets of this novenent with the nost nodern geientific
techniquese This is whot the Chinege neant by science
wokking on two legs"s This poper hopes to be p rt of the
storting point for o nore precise understanding of the content
of popular registance from the wvillage comauniiies as

Africo: =*ruggles to be independet,
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