VOLUNTART SM AND NATURE CONSERVATION 3N UGANDA

By
John Ken-Lukyamuzi

It is honouragble for one to be a volunteer or to volunteer to do
anything. - But before one volunteers to do anything one usually
hag to-bother to find out the nature of wvoluntary work to be done
and possibly where that work is to be performed. Not many people
would sertainly volunteetr to hang in the way Honourable Brutus
did after hanging Julius Casar,

What I-am urging my avdience to do in this regard is to volunteer
to congerve Nature and the place where this should first be done
is Uganda, Nature is part of the World of Science and reality.
Those who believe in the supremacy of Nature contend that Nature
is synonymous with Reality and to be a Naturalist is to teke the
least risk. Naturalism implies that all beings and events in the
Univerge-are natural, Some people hate being connected with
Naturalism for fear of being materialists. ILiord Darwin heg g much
more vast way of looking at Nature.

Naturaligm-therefore, is a form of belief which hag-a 1bt to do
with tradition and sometimes divinity. Some Lisaders have sgurvived
centures of unrest through the adherence to the power of Naturs,
This is a serious beltief and it is what most people refer to as
Natural Law thought to be common to all Mankind and deriving
congent-from Nature sometimes referred to as God, Natureil-Law

is not taken very seriously in the modern World but it is still

a force in a number of communities. Oongervatives use it to
advocate the liberties of llan and to protect themgelves from
conflicting ideologies and political pressures. During the-reoent
Gulf War, the United Nationg along with Kuwait insisted that the
people of Kuwait and their King had their origin in Kuwait and

it was a violation of Natursl Law and Regsolutions No.50 and 51 to
misplace them in the way Saddam Hussein had attempted to do. ~
Thig ag you well know, sparked off the passing of UN Regolutions
661 —~ 68, hence creating the way for the people of Kuwait to-
regain the land of their ancestors. Kuwait is a free Nation today,

Edmund Burke a great eighteenth Century Philosopher used the Law
of Nature to oppose the French Revolution through hisg book:
Reflections on the French Revolution (1790).




In the wordg of Burke:

MMhe Moral favour of the Revolution in France,

and its vast speculative schemes of political

reoconstruction, are causing a devaluation

of tradition and inherited valuesg and a

thoughtless destruction of the painfully

acquired material and spiritual regources of

society, "
In the same natural fashion, Edmund Burke paved the way for the
impeachment nf Warren Haostings the Governor General of Bengal
from 1772 to 1785, It had-not come to Hastings * ~ knowledge
that Western traditional laws and legality to goverhment would
apply to Bengal., Burke gppealed to the eoncept of the law oI
Nature, the moral principles rooted in the universal erdcr of

things, to which all conditiong and races of men were subjeoct,

The Budhists based in India are much more concerned about the
supremaecy of Nature, To them everything is derived from Naturs
and thig includes what one would eall the liwving God. To them
Nature is everything, Thsy therefere honour all living things

on earth; they don't eat meat because they believe it is a product

of the living animal whose life must have been destroyed by someols.

Africang are-amcng the strongest believers in Nature., Before
the Buropeans ocame here to preach the word of God related to the
teachings of Jesug Christ ai - s the gods who sustainéd
people's moral beliefs had all something to do with Nature and
traditional wvalues.- Writing on Kikuyu Culture in Pro Mundi Vita:
Studies, - "Christians and the ecological consciousness"”, No.l3,
February, 1990, V. Neckbrouck has the following to say?

"For Westerners, the earth is a raw, passive fact,

the objeot of exploitation and economie and

industrial profitability. In the Kikuyu tradition

on the other hand, the earth has much greater

symbolie and religious sgignificance. It is the

source of nourishment and it also serves as a

link between the living, the ancegters and God."
Among the Bakongo ef Zaire, Nature is the domain nf the ancestors
and the management of all this is the respongibility of Elders,
Among the Baganda of Uganda whose origin I have attempted to study,
the word Nature has a lot to do with crigin, IHere the nrigin is
totemical and this is merely the relationghip between an animal
or plant and a given kinghip group begt described as a dlan,
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I individual's origin will be determined by the olan to which

he belongs and the specific burial group of his ancestors., The

Olan leader or his Assistant at a given funeral rites function

in Buganda, will not enthrone the deceased's heir before narrating
the burial grounds of his ancestors, I am Lukyamuzi, grandson of
Luka Kiribaki ku Mutala Senya, Buddu, I am the grandson of Iuyi
Mugalagala e Mwalo Buddu, Mitagubya e Nkenge, and Katongole ¢ lMilema,
This exposition is meant-to relate the Nte (Cow) Clan and thoge

who belong to it, towards Nature and its biologiocal origin,

A luganda by the name of Kayiira will not eat buffalo meat beocause
it is his totem by tradition, (The Scientific name of a Buffalo
is-SYNCERUS CAFFER), By virtue of belonging to that olan, it is

a taboo for him to eat his totem. Here the buffalo to Kgyiirs

is more than an ordinary animal: It is a component of Nature,

The Ganda-totemism experienoce is worth lodking at. By belonging
to-various tefiems, the Baganda relate their crigin to Nature which
acts as a mirrow to their biological attributes, Kayiira will

net eat his totem because of the quasi-ontolegioal relations he-
shares with the buffato, XKayiira's wife too, will be very hesitant
to eat the buffalo although no law prevents her fraom enjoying -
buffalo meat; so might the immediate relatives of the head of the
family other than thoge sharing the same eclan with Kayiira.

A very cloge friend of Kayiira the man, might also find
difficulties in eating buffalo meat in the pregence of his gogr
friend.,

Although the two notiong derived from Naturalism as indisated in
my earlier observations, are .. an attempt to understand the
soncept of Nature Conservation, I intend to look at Nature from
the yard-stick of the biology and ethiag:of living things.
Nature Oonservation therefore, here stipulates the protection of
Naturel resourees and their habitats.

Voluntarism is the spirit of readiness to take action in period
of need,- It implies readiness for one te take action to save
given situationses The endsavour to save peopls from pain, bu:cden
or-tengion, The willingness to render service to the needy
without ocompulsion, Voluntarism denotes perseverence  and
determination to teke-aetion even in gituationg of risks, The
International Red-Oross, Africa Watch, Amnesty International,
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The Scouts Movement, the World Wide Fund for Nature, The East - ~
African Wildlife Society ete. have undertaken a number of ventures
to gave Man and hig Environment from danger.

I propose to-look at the ways and means through which Voluntary
Organizations and individuals can congerve Nature and even save

it from danger and possible demise. What is environmentally at
stake that ocallg for action to be taken in Uganda and Africa-in
general? To whieh Voluntary Organizations and individuals is the
call directed? Vhat is the relevance oiyg%%thooming Brazil
Conference on Environment and Developmeﬁ% to what is heppening in
Uganda and- Afriea? What are the practical activities which
Individuals and Organizations could voluntarily implement? What
are the difficulties involved? Why is there need for voluntary
action to-be taken? What are the disasters wiich call for action?
I will also look at Democracy and Human Rights awareness as a
factor vhich can mske the voluntarisn spirit flourish, let alone

exploit Natural resourcecs for the benefit of the people.

Voluntary woxrk to congerve Uganda's Natural resources wight be
rigky but it is a venture worth uadertaking. Uganda is a
beautiful Jountry with a wonderful climate, It is the land of
the sun,~-a land of the lions and a land of the waterfalls,

We possess the biggest number of bird species in Fast Africa.

We have gome of the most beautiful tree specics in Africa despi*e
the inoreasing rate nf deforestation in the Country. We have
unique fregh-water laokes and rivers., Our environment unlike many
places in-Africa, is ever—green, We have the capacity to grow
food crops from January to December. Ugandans are known the
Werld—over for being hogpitable, They are cool, humble and
beautiful, We still have-impenetrable forests., There are many
more unigue valueg characterized by Uganda which call for action
to save its natural resourees and habitats. We are a country with
divers peoplss and cultures and these provide the base for our
heritage. It is these-characteristics along with many others
which eall for the Congervation of the Natural Resources of our
gveat country., But why is there need for Ugsnda's Natural
Environment to be protected and congerved? Before Development
started eating up our Natural Environment, lian was using hig
regources rationally and sparingly. He could fish but not over-fish,
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The Scouts Movement, the World Wide Fund for Nature, The East -  ~
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to gave Man and hig Environment from danger.

I propose to-look at the ways and means through which Voluntary
Organizations and individuals can congerve Nature and even save
it from danger and pogsible demise. VWhat is environmentally at
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exploit Natural resourccs for the benefit of the people.

Voluntary work-to conscrve Uganda's Natural resources might be
risky but it is a venture worth undertaking. Uganda is a
beautiful Oountry with a wonderful eclimate, It is the land of
the sun,-a land of the lions and a land of the waterfalls,

We possess the biggest number of bird species in Bast Africas

We have gome of the most beautiful tree specics in Africa degpi+e
the inoreasing rate of deforestation in the Oountry. We have
unique fresh-water lakes and rivers, Our environment unlike many
places in-Africa, ig ever—green, We have the cepacity to grow
food crops from January to December. Ugandans are known the
Werld—over for being hogpitable, They are cool, humble and
beautiful, We still have-impenetrable forests. There are many
more uaique valueg characterized by Uganda which call for action
to save 1ts natural resourees and habitats. We are a country with
divers peoples and cultures and these provide the base for our
heritage., It is these-characterigtics along with many others
which eall for the Conservation of the Natural Hegsources of our
great country., But vhy is there need for Uganda's Natural
BEnvironment to be proteete& and congerved? Before Development
started sating up our Natural Environment, lMan was using his

regourcesg rationally and sparingly. He could fish but not over—fish,



He could hunt but not over-hunt, He could reap fruits from trees
but not deplete the supply. He could use some fuel-wood from
forests but not fell trees-massively . Man then was acting in
ecologiocal balance with his environment,

But as-time-went on, lan'g ambitions to produce and utilize morey
increaged as-population too was rising to waimaginable dimengions,
Things-went to the extreme as the Natural Eavironment became more
Tietimized. - The United Nations had to convene a-Global Conferenos
in June 1972 to draw the attention of Governments and the- Peopls
of-the-World to increasing evidence that Man's development
activities-were-producing more harmful effects on the Naturdl
Environment, -It is that Stockholm Conference-held 20 years &ago-
which gave rise to the later formation of what today is known as
UNEP based in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi., One of the funfamental
observations made at Stoakholm was that Economic and social
development is esgsential for ensuring a favourable living and -
working environment for man and for creating conditions on earth
which are necegsary for the improvement of life,

Fifteen years after the Stockholm Conferencey the World got more
concerned about what was happening. This was after noting
symptoms of global environmental decline, natural Tregource
depletion and humen deprivation, The UN egtablished the World
Oommi sgion on Bnvironment and Development which it later asked
tu formulate a Global Agenda for Change., I, Gro Harlem
Brundttend hag since then been the head of that important

Commj sgion, -Lady Brundtland hag summed up the objectives of the
Commi gsion as follows:

"We must effeoti#ely harmonize our production with
our environment, if ws are to survive, and we mugt
do so0 in a way t:qt brings marked improvement in
the lives of those who now suffer most, We must
oreate a World where more equitable distribution
of goods, social justice for all and democratic
participation of citizens in decisions affecting
their own development, are the new standards for
human progress.”

It would be wrong to say that with regard to what is happening
World-wide, nothing pogitive hag been achieved, Something has
been achieved in the form of environmental awareness, Today-
conocepts like environmental degradation; green~house effects,
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depletion of the ogone laycr, desertification, marine pollution,
industrial pollution and deforestation possess some meaning when
they are spoken out, But there is a crisis in the World, Afrioca
and Uganda.

There-is still need for the people of the World to appreciszte

that they are an integral part of the ecosystom wihich is incomplete
if some of the regources are destroyeds We all need to get more
oncerned about the wholeness of Nature and creation, When man
attempted to destroy himgelf and the rest of the ecogystem through
the Nagasaki Hiroshima bombardments in <apan during the gecond
World Wor, *he entire human race was concerned., Those who throw
the bombg did not know to what extent they would exterminate the
human rece-— they-were testing their strength, Todey we still

recall those catastrophes,

It is not onkty the Nagasaki and Hiroghima bombs which have created
more awareness about the danger whicli faces Nature today. Vithin
the lagt two decades we have had a number of natural and man-made
disaters. These include: The Chernobyl nuclear plant tragedy in
what used to be called the USSi, Thopal gas in India which killed
a humber of people while at the same time causing a lot-of. damage
to the eavironment, Earthquakes in Aminia and Eastern Agia, the
three-mile igland aceideant in U,S., the Sghel and Ethiopia
draughts in Africa and of-recent, the Penatubo Volcanic eruptions
in Philipines which-left thousands of people homeless.

Indeed geme disalers are natural but again we have experienced

a few disasters which have a direct link with Man'!s interference
with the environment-and exacerbating such effeets. A number of
naturalists have questioned the journey to the moon by the
American and Soviet Astrenauts., These naturalists attribute
recent disastersg to God's annoyance. They argue that all those
Air clackes and sarthquakes have occurred becauge lMan anneyed
Nature, Man is one of the heavenly creations whoge powers have
got a limit. "By wallting to {the Moon, the astronauts mist have
challenged God, the creator of everything," the Naturalsts
cenclude,

What alse is internationally at stake? From the mogt recent-
State-of the Environment Report submitted to the UN by UNEP'g

Director-Mustafa Tolba, a number of things are at stake, Tor over
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and you all know the amount of damage this exercise has caused to
the ozone-layer,~ We are experiencing acute climatic changes.

The amount-of gas emitted. into the atmosphere since the oil-fields
of Kuwait started burning, is lmmense, The danage which the Kuwai
oil-Ffield gases have caused affects ocean coastlines, land and the
atmosphere and might continue to do so for many decades to come,
As a resutl of this catastrophe, neighbouring areas in the Gulf
Zone are threatened by oil splits, acid rain and atmogpherio
pellution, -iIn Kabale, Kigezi, once known as the Switzerland of
Africa, fifteen years ago, one needed several blankets to guard-
oneself from strong cold winds, today you needa't have a blanket
to spend a night in anyone hotel in Kabale,

Kigezi is an area of bsautiful landscapes found in South-wegtern
Uganda. Global Warming will affect the World weather system and
areag-like Uganda which have never experienced severe storms could
always be affected.- Uganda's weather system has changed a great
deal ~ planting seasons too have changed. One year might be rainy-
and the following one might be dry.Global Warming will bring abaut
high temperatures whieh will force gea levels to rise, henoe
causing floods in deltic arsas including Agia, Egypt and a number
of ooagtal areas in Africa. Seas are likely to move inland with
ground-water mixing with sea~water and the consequences will be
fresh water being poisoned by salinitye

~

Rivers, lakes and plains will flood, hence causing soil erogion,
Fish which feeds a big part of the developing World, will also
decreage gignificantly. Global warming will also cause adverse
effeots on Human Populations and National Economies.

Scientists have found that the quantity of gases like Carbon
dioxide, methane, Nitrous Oxide, Chlorofluorocarbons ig increaging
in-the Barth's atmogphere. It is now widely believed that these
gases will trap the sun's heat and heat up the earth hence oausing
greenhouse effects or global warming,

UARBON DIQXIDH (002) is the major greenhouse gas amounting to 55%
of Global warming, Four-fifth of all carbon dioxide emitted thrdugh
humaen activities comes from fogsil fuels, coal , oil and gas ~ the

rest of it-comes from tropical deforestation, You can imagine how
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much Co2 is emitted from the 500 million cars moving around the

World everyday.

What ig-even more worrying here is that while developing Countries
have not ocortributed so much to the problem of Global Warming,
they-are most hit by its impacts. Global warming will meke dry
areas becgome drier and wet ones, wetter.

POVERTY IN ATHIOA

Poverty is-beeoming a matter of grave concern in so far our natural
environmsint ig concerned. -Poverty is forecing Africans to
situations of increased gas emissions, The Industrialized World
emits 75% of all the greenhouse gases from Human activity and

the rate of the emissiong keeps on going up by 1% each year, In
developing Countrieg including Africa where T5% of the World

Population lives, gas emissions increase at theé rate of 6% per year,

A lot of destruction caused by man to the environment has
something to do with poverty. In Africa for example, the Populatien
is rising year after year -and with the prevailing scourge of the
AIDS killer disease, maintenance of life hag become a very
expengive and uareliable factor., But as President Daniel Moi
recently observed:

"It is going to be Aifficult for the African

Countries to fully adjust their econouies if

they do not have access to envirommentally

sound technologies and scientific knowledge
on ways of nanaging the Environment,"

2=4 May 1930

(see Nairobi Deolaration on Olimatic Change

Because ef this abject poverty line, a number-of people in Afrios
are foreed-to succunb- to looge trading and destructive farming
practices to earn a living,

The-problems are immense, On one hand is the already accwmmlated
debt burden by developing Countries and on the other is the
growing need fer-an expanding Population, @ur resources are -
meagre but-they should be exploited for the benefit of the masses.
It 1s not so in Africa today, apparently. Stella Ogbuagu of the:
Univergity of Calaba in igeria sums it up in the following wordst
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"hatever meagre regources that are available

to any African Nation ..., should be judicicusly
applied to solving the bagic welfare needs ef
the Country's Population,™ (ibid page 8)

The poverty burden-has contributed a lot to the destruction ef the
Natural eanvironment, In Africa, it is always the poor who hate
family planning methods, They would like to have as many children
as possible because they are not sure that all will survive the-.
scareg of Malaria and Malnutrition. A4nd Africa being what it isy
hag no guaranteed welfare systen to care for-her people in old age.
The more children onc spares the nore chanceg of survival there

are for him in terms of care at old age,

The growing poverty line among Countries in the South continues

to pose-more environmental burdens. DMost Oountrieg in the South -
will-not say they are well-—off financially, but they also will not-
refuse to shoulder a-debt burden with hopes of-development in years
ahead. In the process of this, the South transfers about US$ 30
billion to the North each year and aver US$ 200 billion is lets by
the South in brain~drain, declining terms of trade and
protectionist measures ian the industrialized Countries. Say in
the case of Uganda, it is the IMF and the VWorld Bank tc dictate

the priorities -~ it is for this reason that a good number of
Countrieg-in the South have < . almogt no gay in investing in
Education, Health and the Natural BEnvironment.

The World's ocultural diversity, which is the historial out-oome
of the World's ecological diversity, is today getting nore and
more subjugated and damaged by the dominant cconomic and
technetogical processes. The end-result is violence and
supregsed-populations trying to re-assert their- cultural
identifies towards a more democratic order, ases in Easern
Burope are not entirely political, they are ecological as well.
The recent crumbling of the Soviet Empire is a good case in point,

This isa serious issue, Vhat is happening now is-that both ths
Socielisgt Oountries and the debt-burdened Countries of the South
are suffewing from predatory-natural resource - use patternss
If-this is not altered; equitable and sustainable development are
not likely to be forth~ocoming, Many Countries in the South are ~
today trapped by the debt burden. Prevailing development programmss
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in the South due to this debt, are more or less a replica of
neo=~proteetionism from indusgtrialized Countries. Thesge
obgtackles must be removed to create a new development programme
for-the-South, The major resgponsibility for global economio-
regtructuring to deal-with the global ecological crisis rests on
the Northern countries, which brought about all the ecological
problems through-their profligate and wasteful consumption of

natursl resources.

Assuming that the North will realize its responsibility to help
the South restructure its economies, a solution to bring about
ecological and political equality in the South should be found,
The Southern governments must restructure their econonies in a
nanner which ensures self trust in the use and manageuwent their
natural resources. There must be harnony at all levels and the
only wey human beings can live in harwony with one another and
with nature, is through respect for cultural plurality. With
regard to thig inmbalance, there is need for people in the South
ineluding Uganda to look at -issues of growth with a spirit of
sustainable developments Issues pertaining to equity are
erucial in so far as sustainable developnent. Grass—root people
mist freely set their agendas-and they rmust be consulted on the
form of development programmes in the offing. VWhat they- take

to be their priority arcas of development must be taken seriously,
Voluntery work to save Nature from depletion with therefore
necessitate the establishment of a democratic order free from

nonolithic subjugation,

A special issue of Ecgoforum on sustainable developnent has

summed up its prequisites in this manner:

"Sustainable development is only meaningful
within the context where people set their
owr developuent agendas on which others
would build and strengthen. It is therefore
that development vhich seekg a realignment
of national, regional and global developient
policies towards a people-~centred vision that
values life and cultural diversity,
acknowledges our reality as voyagers on
spaceship Barth, accepts our responsibility
for the stewardship of the Earth's resources
for future generations, and equates developnent
with improvenents in the quality of life of
every individual, Denoecracy and gself-recliance
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are two inportant factors here, Human rights
too have a crucial role +to ensure that
developrent addresses itself to the three
NGPgt Gross National product; Gross Nature
Product; end Grogs National Poverty."”

See Ecoforun, (special issue, Vol,15: 4 Deca 1991).

The -other issue which is-of importance to volunteers in the
congervation-of Nature ig that pertaining to shelter and

hazardous waste, Developnent haos become o complex igsue-in

recent years., Meaningful deveclopment mnay be difficult to attain
without a regsort to industrial production, NMost developing
Countrieg urge their subjects to move to rural areas to expand
their Agricultural practices while at the game time cauging heorm
to the natural environment, It is estinmated that by the year 2000,
18 out of 24 cities of over 10 mnillion inhabitants will be in the
developing Countries. You can imagine what the urban environment
will be like in Africa in regard to the living standards of people,
Volunteers must addresgs themselves to the issue of shelter,

I em stressing the word shelter because a Human being's shelter is

v

hig immediate environment. Man's protection therefore, has a lot
to do with shelter ags wildlife has a lot to do with National
parks. It is after securing Man's shelter that one will then
think -about the protection of his divers cultures and other
important -values. Developing Countries must therefore address
themselves to the issue of Population control and family planning,
Population control is an issue which Africans must address
themselves to very seriously. - We need the company of men and
women but at the game time we should be able to live in harmeny
with-one enother and this obviously, is-difficult in a congested
atmosphere; Prof, Mathai Weagari, a distinguished Kenyan
envirenmentalist recently discouraged the development of g

60 —~ gtoreyed syys craper oin Nairobi on that basis.

This paper is still concerned about the issue of poverty as a
notable gource of emvironmental degradation in Africa,
Volunteers like Friends of the Earth, IDOC, Blga Wildlife
Animal Appeal, African Wildlife Leadership Foundation, and many
otherg should rise up and do something about the issues I have
attempted to raise above, Individuals too, should come up to

save the Universe from depletion, By declaring himgelf a victim -
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of the AIDS gscourge, in 1939, the Late reknown Ugandan pop-ginger,
Philly B, Lutaaya contributed a lot in saving the human race from
the contraction of the killer disease. Jane Goodall is still
struggling to save the lives of the chimpanzee., Nichael Gimeck
died in an air clagh on hig father's mission to save tihe
Serengeti National Park, In his tireless effcrts to save the
é;gggpg, ail- Augtrian psychiatrist, Dr, Konrad Lorenz in higs great
book of literature, "Mon meets dog", he describes ature cind tho
éjﬁﬂube thus:
Tt is an oagig of virgin nature in which
Red and Roe deer, herons and cormorants

have survived the viclsgititudes even of
the last terrible war."

(sce WiWF News dec, 1987T)

Okot P!'Bitek hag saved the Dingi Dingi dance in Northern Uganda,
through the unique song of hawino; WWF has saved the Panda of
Chinz, Mafabi is trying-to save the Ugandan wellands;

Tom Strusaker tried to save Kibale Forest and Joy Adamson gdied
miserably while trying to paint a Giraffe in one of the Kenyan
Nationil Parks. Ndyakira Amocti should be getting some
international honour goon ir regpect of his devotion to +the
caugse of Nature in Uganda. I tried to save the Bat-~Valley
Sanctuary without much sucoess. Howard Schissel, o Natura
Regources expert based in I'rancophone Africa, recently revealed
(sce Africa Report Sept. to October 1988) that at least 10
African Countries were in recent years implicated in toxic
dispogal deals. In the ocase of Uganda, the TWeekly Topic hag

on geversl occasionsg revealed sales of expired capsules and
Agpirin in some drug stores in Kampala, The Ugonda Government

hag tried to stop the open sale of such drugs gocod or bad ones
in places like Baganda Bugs Park in Nakivubo area in Kampala.
In West Africe, the dumping of toxic waste, industrisl and
pharmaceutic resdues and oven deafly redioactive materils in
Africa, recently overghadowed most of the deliberations of

the Lome talks,

A number of African Countriss have vast tracks of unuged land
for possible dumping purposes. Some do not gee any harm in
dealing with big powers on matters concerning the pogsible
supply of a dumping ground, It has been learnt for example,



.

that an American company named the Colorado — baged Nedlog

Technology Group Inc, in 1979 tried to offer Sierra Leone § 25-
million-for the use of its territory for weste disposale.

Under gtrong monitoring pressure from Newspapers and eavironmentel
activists, former President Sieka Stevens was forced to

backtrack on the deal.

The Africa Report of Sept. - October 1988 has also revealed -
that in 1987, Djibouti turned down 2,100 tons of chemical waste
that were shipped from the Italian port of COarrara under Jelly
Wex =egise The Italian Green party warned- that vessels loaded
with toxioc trash were leaving Italian Ports in even growing
numbers, Few took heed of it and it was only when Intercontract,
sigied a megawaste disposal deal with Guinea-Bissau that the full
dimengiong of the waste trade in Africa started bubbling on the
gsurface. Voluntary Organigations including all those which have
been forced to become Political Parties like the Greeng of
Gernmany, should always be on the look out to report such
mel-practices. As we prepare ourselves for the revival of &
multi-party Democracy, it might be necesgsary for Environmental
Societies in Uganda to think of egtablishing a programme

through which their Nature Oongervation Voice can directly be
represented in Parliament,

I took the trouble 4o look at the Directory of non-Government
Organizations in Uganda and X also physically visited some of -
their offices. It was a btusgle for me and my Regearch Assistant
to get what we wanted. There ig a lot of bureaucracy in thoge
offices. A good number of the nfficials one would have liked

to talk to, are never in their offices, The junior officers

who should otherwise be playing their proper role seem to have

no information at alljy if they have, them they are not supposed
to reveal offieial information to the General Public Especially
the Researchers., But what secrets are they keeping away from
the Public? VWhat information do Researchers need from NGOg?

It is usually the form of activities they carry out, let alone

their relationship to certain goals.

Those who prepared the present Directory did a wonderful job-
although a lot hag to be doas. I have gpotted about 240 HGOs,



50 of wiich are generally religious in nagture., Ny mission was
basically environmental, designed to relate the role cf NGCs tc
the need for action to be tnken in the field ox lNature Conservat
What I found intercgting is that not all thogse concerned khow
that their structures of work have anything to do with Tature
protection, My mission was not directed to the borges ol tlie
NGO egtablighments ag is always the case. I had to tallk o the
bosses as well as their subordinates. Nearly 50% oi oil the
registered HGCg have something to do with the Nafural Bnvironmen
but vexry fow of them know tiie form of role they axe suppcescd to
play. One could look at the Pamily Planning Association of Ugon
I hnve already pointed out that my rescarch mission was desijncd
in such a way that I necded to talk to the bosscs and theiwr
subordinites. If you want to find out to what extent the ideag
of a given HGO have pencetrated the minds of people, you don'tg
begin by talking to the Goeneral Secretary, you speak o %he comn

members provided they are real mewbers of that given Socicty.

have had ocecasion to tallk to the melabers of the Fanily Plouning

Asgociation of Uganda, Very few of the members of FPAU know that
their Asgociation has anything to do with the Environuent., A1l
that FPAU newbers generally know is that their Association engur
thot those who want gocd birth-control wuethods, let alonc
contraceptives, go to ther., Very few of theun kuow that
population is an environzental issue with a lot to do with tlic

interpretation of Naturds significance to Msn,

Pigurc I: BENVIRONMENTAL A1, GOALS, & OBJECTIVES OF
THE _FOLLOWING _NGOg
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Disgram 2: ASSESSVENT OF VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS' INVOLVEMENT
IN NATURE CONSTRVATION (UGANDA)
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Assegsment of NGO_involvement.

In the two diagrams shown on pages 14 and 15, I have tried to relate
the activities, approaches and responses of six NGOg to the field
of Environmentel protection and Conservation, Figure 1l is
specifically trying to gtate the general objectives of the NGOg
mentioned. iIn Figure 2, I {ry to assess the involvement of the six
NGOs in the field of-Nature Congervation and my parimeters includse

Nature awarenegs, BExtent of jnvolvement, Action, Results and

Congtraints, - Religious Organizations for example, have a very
foreeful platferm but they have not shown ruch concern about liature
Conservation issues. Some of them think thot by over-emphasizing
the gignifioance of Nature to Man, there is o tendency for God to
be ignored, Nogt Wildlife Societies lack funding and tend to
attract very few effective employees. TASOC is an environmental
Organization but its Staff may not know the extent +to which -it
can environmentally get involved in Nature Conservation issues.
Women in Tree-planting need to design a broader Hature Protection

Programme than the one gpecifically devoted to Tree-planting.

The Scouts and Uganda Red-Crogs impressed me very much., Their
programmes are broad and can cater for a diversity of environnental
interests within their membership. The general impregsion I ot from

questionnaires I distributed was that the broader the Nature

Protection Programme is, the more it attempts to embrace a diversity

. .
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B , B
P S e—" eSS SRR S B e



i 1

of interests = this-is still a big constraint in priority lists

for a number of NGOs in this Country.

PRIORITY AREAS OF NATURE CONSERVATION IN UGANDA.

Pl . —— ———

The New Vigion Editorial of 27th August 1990 said the following
about what one would refer to ag priority areas foxr Nature
protection in Uganda.

"The Natural Environment is threatened..

Water levels are falling., Drought and

poor rainfall has affected the entire

Country, Poor goil fextility and erosion

are prevalent in Western Uganda, There

are landslides in the Rwenzori, Lake

Kyoga is drying out - all these are

magsive results of deforestation,’
This alarming rate of environmental degradation has certainly got
a lot to do with poverty. ZToverty is the main couse of
environmental degradatiocn in this Country today and o solution
to it will certainly ease the resmources and environmentsl maniasenent
burden, DBefore the coming oi the NRM Governnment there were
alarminhg ilstances of environmental decay other than poverty,
AlY the beautiful Lodges like Pakuba, Ghobe and Paraa were
destroyed by past military regimes not gpecifically for monetary
gains purposes. They were destroyed through rebel activities
and related instances of miijtary unrest. Prof. Alan lHamilton

once a Makerere don observes in his book, '"Deferegtation in Ug:nda"

that the attempt for Uganda to re-instate her Nabtural environmental
harmony will have a lot to do with the form of Government wiich
reigns depending to how riuch regpect it attaches to the economie

policy and security situation of the country,

41l Voluntaery-Organizationg-including the Government should look

at the Deforestation issue seriously., Volunteers should be abls

to gpeak out the values of our Forests.s They are a habitat for

a nnmber of animals especially the Primastes. They are a source of
rain, food, fuel-woocd, timber and fodder supplics. & WWP Forestry
Report reoently stated that over half of the VWorld's Forestry arcas
have dilapidated through Iuman greed and the present rate of
deforestation World-wide is beyond 11 million Heactares each year,
Over 1 Billion people in the world today faoce fire-wood and fodder

shortarea. Dae to the dectTiic+ive Human nrofeccca. » Niirmbov A £
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Uganda rare species have become extinct.

Trees provide shelter, and an environment without them would be
chaotic, A number of forest speciéds have contributed a lot to the
discavery ol effective human medicines like chloroquine and
penecillin, - A lot of vhat Ugandans refer to as traditional
medicine has a-lot to do with Forests. In areas where forests
reign, lie gods other than Christ.

Need to Congerve Uganda's Torests.

With the increasing rate of poverty in Uganda, our foregsts are
highly threatened by man's ambition to get wealth, TLand occupied
by Uganda'g-Riain Forests amounts to less than 3% of the Country'sg
totel land surface. The Voluntary spirit among Organigzations and
individuals ghould try to interest the general public about the
need for each forest to be preserved. Each forest is unigue
caliing for unique protective measures., LRare gpecies like the
Red Colubug Monkey-and the Mountain Gorilla are found in Ugandan
forests., -The Foregtry authorities say that Uganda has some 826

Forest Heserves.
Action:

Nature gonservation volunteers need some assistance from the
Government in regard to the protection of Forestss In the rocent
Paper presented by Ir, E, Tumugiime-Mutebile, the Permanent
Secaxetary of the Minigtry of Planning and Economic Development to

the Conference on Shelter and Economic Development, (14-16 Jan, 1992),

what the Government envigages to congider in its Ngtural

Bnvironment Action Plan does not sufficiently address itscli to the

Foregtry protection issue, TForestry Conservation means much more
than what Mutebile addresses in the form of Tree-—planting activities
and reclamation of Land. lutebile's paper adds that local
authorities shall educate the masses on the igssue of tree-~
replacement, To what extent are our RCs in their respective
Divigions informed about Tree-planting? The Ps should know that
there are cases where local authoritiegs due to ignorance and gliort=—
sightedness have contributed a great deal to the demise oi the
forestss A case in point is Mabira Foregt where local authoritics
have caused nearly one third of its destruction due to economic

gaing and short-sightedness. A problem of this kind may not be



solved when our administrative units lack viability in polivics
and economics. They should be viable to attract meaningful power
administration., 4 good number of our Envircamental NGOg are
National in their frame-work and can capably save forests from
Wanton degtruction given the financial regources and a conduoive

atmosphere,

The proximate reasons for the destruction of our forest treagure
are licht and given a democratic environment where there is :ule
of Law and Security, an appropriate solution can be found.
A. Cenerrl Problems facing our Foregts are ag followgie-

1. Illegal Agricultural cacroachment in YForcst Regervesj

2. Uncontroll«d cxpioitation of Timber, Charcoal and fuelswood;

3¢ Over-conceitration by the Rural People on tree-producits as
n Source of Energy; _

4, Lack of proper Forest lianagement and appropriate

_decentralized Regearch,
These issues should seriougly be addressed by the Velunteerg,

B, The Ugandaax Government has not geriougly addressed itself to the
igsue of population growth. Concerned officials in this
country have not com: out in the open to eacourage Family
Planning Methods. MNany of them are of the view that due to
the rempant distruction of lives by the AIDS gcourge, it is

probably unwise to emphasize Family Plenning Methodse

Ce In order for Research to be encouraged I mean appropriate and

relcvant Regearch, it is necessary for Porests to be graded.

o
D, Through the Minigtry of Tourism, Widlife and Antiquities,
there is also heed for Forestry tourigm toe be encouraged beiore
the local and International markets. We seem to have over-
stregged wildlife tourism on the basis of National Parxics and

the Zoog., We ghould change our direction of priorities in

Tourigm,
Joluntarism and Wildlife:

Wildlife-is one of the mogt exciting areas which could make Uganda
a Paradise. Voluntary Organizationg should emulate the impresgionism
of Abraham Lincoln of USA who once said that the recognition of the

Rights of Animals is the responsibility of the whole Human uveing,
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We posses gome of the most beautiful National Parks in Africa and
perhaps the most glamorous water-falls in the World., Iincoln was
right in what he said, All living things have a right to live,

No man hag a right to exterminate the other, We are blessed with

a rich diversity of-Wildlife in the form of flora and fauna in ouxr
seven National Parks, Forests and Game ResgeZves. We also have a
spectacular gpecies of people perhaps found nowhere in Africa.

We have-some 11 Game Regerves, 7 controlled hunting areas and 14
Mingl senctuaries. We have however lost a lot of wildlife specles
due to political instability. 90% of our elephants have vanished -
the white Rhino is belisvad to be extinct-and until-recently we have
had between 8 - 10 goriltas enly. It is said that some extra

gorillas have returned as result of the on-going war in Rwanda,

Nature lovers and promoterg need to be broad-minded. The protection
of the Jhale in the Japanese waters is as important o us as it is

to the Japanese-peoples Of equal importance to usi?%s the protection
of the liountaing Nyaras of Ethiopia and the Mauritius Kestral.

Over 360. species and sub-species of vertebrates, mammals, birds,
reptiles, amphibians and fish are todey believed to be extinct,
Thege include the Barbary lion (Panthera Leo Barbarus) of North
America 1922; the cape lion (panthera leo melanochaitus) of South
Africa 1865 and the pink headed duch (Rhodoness ocaryophyllacin)

of Indiay-1944, - Ugandan Volunteers should also know that not only
wildlife species are endangered, The Environment Liaison Centre
based in Nairobi recently revealed that of the 145 indigenous esattle
breeds in Burope and the Mediterranean Region, 115 are threatened
with extinction; gso is the VWensleydale sheep species known for its-
quality wool, The Cornish hen ig also gone, and this was the bagis
of the production of guiek growing chicks for the modern broiler
industry., Other animal species which are endangered but not very-
new in our-lands include the Bumlete Bat, or Kitti's hog-nosed bat;
the Murigqui or woolly spider NMonkey and the Orinoco Crococdile
(erocodylus intermedius), Among the endangered plant species is-the
African violet (saintpaulia ionatha); Rio palengue Mahogany (persea
theobromi§olia); aqd Bamboo cycad (ceratozamia hildae).

Uganda has problemg in the-pest contpol field especially among the
hortioultural farmers. liost people are still uging the pestiocides



with-very little sense of the correct dosage and-even type. -The
existing laws on the importation of pestieides is not serious enough,
It-needs strengthening to ensure that tnose who-migbehave suffer soms
notable-penalty, A good number of our farmers still use herbioides
and pestiotdes in a-very irrational fashion calling for aotion te
stop things from getting worse. In a common home, it is not wausual
for a mother to place the Mobil inseocticlde tin next to a loaf of
Pip Top Breads; Voluntary Organizationg should do something about
such instancesg of hazardous displays.

A though our industries are still weak we still suffer from ingtances
of pellution which could be avoided, Up to the pregent moment many
of us wonder whether the City Council has ever employed any
environmaental eonsultant in the implementation of its assignments.
Judging from the amoutt of toxic resdues involved in the produotion
of soap-in Mukwano soap Industry, environmentalists would have been
very hesitant in recommending that factory be positioned where it is.
It should be mueh further than the place where it is presently.

The gases from that factory are dangerous to man and the Ozmone-layer,
Mukwano ig only one example of Indugtries which are badly loocated.

Mutebile's Paper mentioned above addregses ltself very weil to the
proteetion of gettlement places from exposure to dangerous wastes and
meagures towards the safe disposal of wastes, both golid wasts eta,
in-the Nagtional environment Action Plan, All those are mere
agsunptions, Kampala which ig the capital @ity of the Country-is in
total deosy = nearly every severage pipe has some leagkage - let the
presenter of the gaid Paper take the trouble to move around in places
like Kigenyly; Nakasero, he will experience the eXpogition of
dangeroug wastes. Our towng today are facing the problem of-the
polythens bags which peoplsa have inevitably got to use becauss they
have-no alternative, The polythene bags are polluting most of our
towas and if nothing is done to either get polythene re-gycled or

do awgy with it in preference for disposable materials, then we ars
in trouble., The polythens bag is dangerous to our soils, human
lives and the animals, domestic and wild,.

WHY NGOg? - »

Naon-government Organizations are generally non-profit making, free and
voluntary-in nature, They are very useful in Society and without
them something will glways be lacking, NGOs are supposed to be £xee
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in nature and usually operate well in a democratic environment. -
Idi-Amin-had a distaste for them because they used to expoge his
dictatorial tendencies,

A number of International Conferenceg World-wide have been held
bagically to fight global decline in environmental eonservation and
natural resource depletion, They include the Cairo Plan of Action
for African Environmental Ministers, the Tbilisi Youth Environment
Conferenocey; the Vancouver Human Settlement Oonference ete, All those
Conferences had resolutions passed but someone had to follow up what.
has been promiseds With the changing formg of Governments in Afrioca,
NGOg have -done a lot to follow up what has been passed by various
Governments and Peoples,

The protection and congervation of Nature in-Uganda is not a small
exeroise.- It is an assignment which requires concerted action, love,
and understanding, Nature Oongervation is something which anybody
could teke up., He needA®t be a scientist or an ecologist. Over

a decads ago, the National Council of Voluntary Social services

sent me on a missiony a veluntary mission to attend a Youth CGouxrge

on Environmental congervetion in Karen, Kenya. I had no knowlsdge
about bio~diversity or the danger facing the Ozone layer; ¥ was a mere
youth=gtudent leader, -I got excited about the resoulutions eof the
Course upon my return to Uganda and through friendly contaots, courage
and perseverence L thought of establishing a Society close to the one
I had geen in Kemya. I still recall the eourage which people like
Nathaniel Chumo, Robert Poole, Maclvaine, Marteen Bijleveld, Sir David
Scott, Prince Bernard of the Netherlands, Eriec Edroma, John Bughara,
Pongiano Semwezi gave me at the very beginning of everything,

Oonclusion:

This paper is being delivered at a time when the World is about to
asgemble in Brazil to examine among other things reasons and symptoms
for Global decline,-Environmental degradation and NATURAL RESOURCE
depletion as well as Human deprivation, Uganda will certainly be
representeds It will-also look at the prevailing economic Order as
a major factor in causing pollution and waste of natural resources.
This form-of imbalance has already been realized through Mwalimu
'Nyerere's New South Oommission,

As we embark on what should be done to improve the eonditions of life
for man on Barth, we should not forget that apart from poverty which is



the main source of-environmental decline, in the Developlng Countries,
the AIDS scourge is also becoming a very notable issues In Uganda
over one milljon people are believed to be vietims of this killer
desease,. - - ' -

Voluntary Orgadzations ean certainly do something to alert the general
public about the dangers facing Nature in this Country. They must
however do-thig in-an atmospkere which resgpects human rights of the
individuals to participate-in the political administration of their
country, During Idi Amin'sg time you all know the amount of losses
which our bio-diversity suffered. It is in faet during Idi Amin's
time that we lost our rare species of the White Rhino, Wild life

is very~-sensitive -~ once there is war in Uganda, it will disappeax

in the game way it has donc so in reeent years and in the same way it
is disappearing today in Nomth-Eastern Uganda where unrest still
reigns.

In the diagrams which are shown on pages 14 and 15 the assessment
made indiocates that the broader a nature conservation is the better
results one night expects Nature Societies should ensure that they
carry-out some practical congervation exercises. The Scouts operats
a physical animal sanctusry at Kazi and this is designed to
denonstrate to the new-nmembers what a ngture project looks tike,

Young peopls take a lot of interest in practical experiences,

In Uganda afforestation ocould be followed up in a small way-through
some Agro-forestry projeets, I have had occasion to work with rural
people in Machakos-in Eastern Kenya and what Z saw moved me a great
dealy Phe terraces on which-women plant trees are-quite dry but they
are-so succegsful that even the chiefs in the areas concerned ore all
part of what 1s going-on, - Agro-foregtry here is very easy -to sarry
outs; Trees like TFukus Natalensgis Mutuba), Omugizi (MEosopsis eninii)
Olugambya (maichhinia platyplax, croton megalocarpus, jack fruity-
Acaeia albi, grevellesa robugta can grow very well alongside bsansy
peas, matooke cassava eta, Whenever one tries an exergise of that
kind, he is conserming Nature,

The proteotion of-Nature in Uganda therefore demands for a situgtion
which is democratic, It must also be open so that no gingle man or
group is a nmonopoly-of ideas., Nature will not just survive through
our-endemvours, - Its existence will have a lot to do with the
laws governing this country. If we want nature to survive, we must-

create an atmosphere where the sharing of power will be demooratisped
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to evoid monopoly. This therefore will eall for the regtoration of
denocragy to create room-Ffor all Ugandans to-have a say on the
utilization and exploitation of the Country's rich natural regources.
The yoluntary spirit is the answer and it cannot-operate in an
atnogphere divorced from the fundamental freedoms of man,
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