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'rhe problem of f ood ht.'.n ger ~.ncl ::: ~.urta~~ufJ hr fJ :.J.t t:.:- .<.::t ed tl~e 

n.ttenti on of s :Ohol c. r u :fr o.u n nu.tJ.be:r of L!. i ff' e:L·~;;1t d. ioci:)lines . - ~ember ~J 

of t he n Cuicn.l DI'O:.i:es::; i on ::, re :L:ntc:Jre r.;t <1 in tlle p ro lora ]__ :r.·. 01~;· becnuse 

of its direct p 1ysiologicv.l .i.!lcJ.ClifeHLJ.·ci oil . A SCc.iOOl L1 c·.nthro:: clo0-/ con­

ciders food production .. ,s o. v i t.:.cl de t erninar:t o::i:' ~ llC :.i..;.:J. i::oob.:.vi o-.< r. I:1d irec 

clnssic <J.l c c onomiGt s Hic ~.;. rdo, Llt.,lthuz uilt< AJ.n.J 8r.1i t:::. ;;i ve food prod1;. ction 

Dcsp i te t ~j.e paucity Jf :~oo,_r:.,)!:ltn·r; t.:::~ :;: J.tci ·i; lz;' · ,o r Lin:, 0::.1 food 

shortLc.:.,C:J<J , a nuill.bor of :_,co~ r. ~ ".:,ul'S VIi t~ . ,,,~ _\.t ci c_:.c~ Lrt;e r e;.:t l:to:·e ch1'1\711 

a ttention to t lJ.e p r oblen . The ec:r lict>t :.::u c~1 ~.tt~ . .J.) ~ i::.: c~ ..... t oi. . .':. or~ner 

entitled n;~ fc::.ra.ine zone Ll ltfrico." ,~ H. ll . J~•rrc t 9 ~' n:u ch l c.ter cont:r·i-

butor, h:.;.;:; exploruJ. t~1e oi tt'.aticn in C·:t 1bic . • 2 ~L' :-_e p r obl e.i.:.: Ldo be en 

popuL.:.ri ueri by ·che te r m nlmn . ..:, r3r iJ<:J<. i3on'; - uos t r e..:;ior.u".l textn .::lso .iJ.,_ke 
·;;; 

r eferen ce s to f ood short~~ o o .-

lntere 3t i n t he p r·o8e nt project wao br01 .. l t::ht nb(1u t by n :~umber of' 

f ;J. ctora . The occurrence of discJ.strous fw.u i nes in }J:..irts oi' J~:..,zt Ll'ric~l. 

durint; tl1e intern ..... tionally sponsored ":i:!' rnedoH .,..,rc.:n lLnt,er Ye .rnL. 1963 

spotli t;;hted t he p r oblem dr ;::.mo.tical:i..y rmd visually -Ghr vu[,l!. }:oGtr]l·.J . 

Secondl y, o.f ter s cru.tinisin;; the i temtu re on f.. Jod ~:; )!.() .• t.,,t,cs , tl""i;;J ·,vri ter 

felt t h ... --.t t .. 1e s ross clirJ.J. ti c aspcc f; c , espec L .. :Ll3r tr:oJ..ic ._ .. ..Li -~'jr uere t oo 

re. ·.di..Ly re s e :nte <l ·.s expl.:::.ao. tion . ~L' !:'_ i ~ o.p~~· J:o<: ch cend.c( to ..-18.lr:O :E cod 

shortager.; i:1 t~1c cro 1~ ics t)t.J.lly ar: e :~wi ro:r11.:..ental pro''Jl ou . Tl:e ci ,;nifi c o. r 

brenk i'rol.Jl t he r ati:1er sLu:i..L,r idee s C}:~: resi,;U(l b~" :...L..~iJ" ·,.'r i'Gc.rs ·,;c.,:..; .... ~··:~p e r 

by I'li r .:.:. cle ent itled 11 Ge::u:.umal h1.~nger - ::. v L.gue cc::.ce:;.t , .D.tl .m u _ex_:-J1o red 

problem114 • Ei r .:1 cle 1 s v: .• ll.<.::;.b lo pc.per co"lCe r r.etl i t ce l f m...:.inly r1i th c.:. 

theoretic:J.l clc.:::::: i fic.:.tion of v,_•. ri~ "; ic~~D L1 f ood ~L·: i'-:_y '·'-~1'.: the ex~tminn­

tion of t b; ex1 l o.nat i on of 11 oe._,fJonG.:.. {,u. ger; .-_s O.J'~··1i\;d to ,!est A1'ri ct:. . 

No attention~ however~ v.\:.:; y.:.id to t :!c CL,.l t 1.: .c::.l L~ctor :i..il fco(".. u~·ort::1..;e s . 

This pt~pe r at t e;,pts to stu.ly -: ·_e p r o lc tl of l_c.n,:_ en· j :·J. }.1• ·''Jo.r.yi hz .. . 

~angn.nyikc. a ffords t:be OPJ ortuni ty ~o ;.;tu:~y 1'ood .sl:ort:t ~:c;·; i:: ::\ r eL. t ivel3 

smalle :r n. roo. i n o. someYill\lt de ~c-~.:l.:e<J :n::mne r . l?r or,l ·~~::e point ,):f: v im; of 

the p r oblel.Jls , av a ilnb ilit2r of infori-:..\ t i on cmd c i ze o:f.' terri tor'J· , the 

c ount :cy ni'forda a t.,o od b::tL.uce o 

*Pro gres s Report. 



--2- A. i'Ius carel:ll..as 

The pur pose oi' this pap~r is both substantive and me t hodologica l. 

Tho t.ubato.nt1.vo. aim is to invuati~;at~ the oc ct r·rence of food. f:lb.orta~::,os 

in ~anganyika in t ~1e re riod 1925- 1945 . Attemp t has 1.1-::t::n made to inves­

tigate th causes and nature of food s1ortat:es in a broc:..cl physical­

cultural basis rathe r than :Jurvly f r or.!l an ,_,viror.uc.ental ;;oi::rc of vie'.¥ . 

This anal ysis should be useful in fu:::th0 r i n t-.;ry. ::.'8t::it i on ;:.~1c1 :.n pl :-mning . 

Tb.o mo,thodolocical aim vtas t~~ .; applic1:1tt on of 88ograp::1 t cal tec:ctiques 

to the problem o:r food shortage a ~ r.Iost geor:, raphical works on tr._e p roblem 

have· hitherto boon macro- studio s vvi th a dctcrf.l inistic ap proa ch with the 

overall emphasis being laid on cliruate . 

Sources 'of Information . 

Th;_; Colonial Office Rep ort ~:: to the League of life.ti o!1G bo t wee:n 1924 

and 1938 generally gave a picture o the ntate of agricultu:::e of each 

district in Tanganyika . Informo.tion on fo.rnines r.:o.B scattered in cJj ffe rent 

sections of the reports often under climate or a t_; r ::. cul-Gure . i. :'.Jo re 

detailed picture i s 2.vailable from the Annua l 11r ov:Ln cia.l Co:~:L. s:..; ~.onere 

Reports from 1 930 to 1945 . A still furthe r source of ir.forJ:ii.atir)~1 WO"..lld 

be the Dis t rict Books . Unforturu:.tely, f, ll these sour ces mer1t i orwd ht.ve 

their limitations . 

First - hand reports such a s the amount of pe opl e affe cted by t h e 

famine or food shortage 7 t he c...elimi t at i on of tl1e a r ea affected, tb.e 

durati on of the famine or food sLor·tf~:;o a re all r are . \/ i t l1 ac ce ss to 

funds , time and a. team of i' ield ~ orl{er s it would be i'.lor;oi "r_.le t o .3e t 

some of the invaluable first - ha nd addi'bion~:,l infor:n<J. tion c t"lc .-,· 0 o .P t!:Je 

additional inforr.mtion c ould be i'ound i n t he district f ile ~~ of ·'. he 

agriculture department , district books and of cot;.rr;e by inte rv: .-:wing 

persons who experienced the famine s . 

However, even with t:i1e information that was r e-::; dil y availa b!.e it 

was possible to transfer the i nformati on on to.. m:=,.ps. Se c ondly, j.t v1as 
· groov~ . 

possible to get out of the · of stud~r1.ng the 8nvirorll!Le:cJ.t r...:ncl analyse 

famines . 

Methodolocy. 

To the writer it seened t hs. t in order to [;et a c loa:c :;:ic:.,. ~ .. ·:ce vf 

the trend s of the food sit uation in Tan;,ar1yi ::i:a i t wa8 necc.:.::2ary to map 

the information av ailable. It is obvious t :.:a t in:forwation v:' lieh was 

readily available and c Guld be e"'sily nl<.l.ppe;d were the two ex tremes 

of food status: 1. extensive acute food ohor t ages 

2 . surplus 

Between these two discrete points it seeme d necesaar; to i ntroduce at 

least two other discernible levels: L partial f ood s h ortage 

2 . loca lised food s· ortages 



rJ) 

l::il 

P=1 

0 

z 
H 

50 

40 

30 

20 

1922 

ANNUAL RAINFALL AT DODOl.IA 

Y E A R S 

SOURCE: Collected climatological Statistics for East African Stations, 
East African Meteorologica l Department, Nairobi (n . d. ) 

A. Mascarenhas 

9 

.-.c ' 



--4-- A. :t.fascare:nhas 

Blank spaces were left on the map when there was no statement made 

about the food status of the dis t rict . In a l l probability, su ch areas 

had adequate food but t his provii.1cia.l or district adequa cy i s not pl ~tted 

on .the map unles s information was expressly available . 

For obvious technical reasons, the author regrets tha. t in the 

pa pers handed out onl y a s chet1atic diagram (Fi g . l) showing food shortages 

and famines coul d be included . 

A re-apprai sal of the clim.-'J. tic fa ctor. 

In the Gr ea t Plains of the United Sta t es , great varia tions in the 

yield and. even absolute fa~lure s of 0 rain crop have occurred frequently 5• 

Yet t h i s zone i~ not refe rred to a s ':faBine bel t 11
• In dealing with Africa, 

too 
however, there is an a ll ready a c ceptance of explaining human problems 

by environment8.l :factors especially climate. rlha t is therefore being 
' cautioned in t i:~ic pape r :..s the direct corr ela tion of a 3eneralised 

climatic type to a human pr oblem, in this case food shortages and hunger . 

A glance at .t he schematic diagram or map s reveals that even for a e:aa.ll 

part of Afric~ such as Tanganyika climate presents a greaJ 

variation . It is pr P. cisel;r for this reason that in no ant 

ever taken place in t:r.e whole of Tanganyika - famines hs:v~ 

in parts of Tanganyika . 

deal of 

year has famine 

occured only 

The foregoi ng does no·~ <3.eny that crop failures have .t ak en place 

because of climatic ~actors . Wha t it is intended t o emphas ise is that 

the correlat i on is co~plex . The a cu~e famines and rainfall fi gures (:fig . 2) 

for Dodoma illust r ate t Dis point . T~ere were poor harvests i n 19~), 

1924 and 1925 . \lidespread fa.wine relief was undertaken in 1934 a nti in 

the following yea r, despite the lov1er r ainfall the r e was a go od ha rvest . 

Another spa te of famines hit extensive sections of the a rea f rom 1941 

and were y_uell ed only after t he fir .1t f ew months of 1945 . 

It i.:> notevmrthy tJmt i n 1928, despite the t:', reat dip in the rainfall 

figure s , no mention is made of any f amine a nd the unfavourable weather 

only bro1;.e;ht a r ;:;duction of gr oundnuts . In 1929 famine xva s : prevented 

because tlle sale of gr ain was prohibi ted and grain was impor ted from 

Kondoa. 

Generalizations ab out climate made i n the early year s of colonial 

adminiE-trat ion especially on the question of ' s easonality' a nd typology 

of climatic regions mu st be l ooked at wi th gr eat sceptism. Instead of 1· 
stressing macro-climatolo:; ~. cal aspects there is a real need for mior o­

climatological general izat ions . Soo.e o~ the paint ers i n this di rection 

~ave begun to a ppear ~n the post - v:ar period. Thus, Griffith working as 

a biocl imatol ogist and producing his rainfall regions
6

, Thompson 

stressing the import .. ,nce of t he time of the day in which rain fall s to 

agriculture7 and Brazall, working on rainfall reliability and showing 

that great disparity can a r i8e even by an altitudinal variation of 
8 100-200 feet , are a few examples of the new trend . 
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To stress the climatolo;3ical factor for all i'ara.ines anJ f·• .-·rl s r,orta6CL! 

would in fact be sayine; trJa t tl:.e ca rr-yin[, capacity of a {9 ven a r e.'.'- i s 

deter.mi11ed hy clii!lUt e, Concept'..{~~l ly , "'"\.J.CL. a vie·n '.'iould be inc o1 reet . 

The succe s.::. story of evolvinc lilauki::-"d h<:;.D be<.m. ' t he co~..:ntlc::;o a., .cul ·;;ural 

innovat i ons t o increc.,se prodt.'.ct i on i n t-ill given c::..imates. flan 1J3 role 

in the producti 0n of food re})re bcnts a s:ynt:1esis of ~e:tivi ties ·: . ·i procesoes 

involvin£; not on . y the environ..J.o:ot (1a:1d a ·_c1 cli~.J.t e) but al ~;v his t.;chnolo­

gi cal a ccor:l1)lisl:_m_ents 1 hiu soci:J.l orc;~mizatio:J. o.nd attit}..<des ;-wd l:!is 

choice o f decisions . J:he rez~ cf t . tifl pape r r.:. ims t o f);(.:.. i~ ir~'~ somG of 

the non- cl iL;n.t ic f<.lctors v:;;.ic:_ ca:J.ce food si:lcrt.:..t,es . 

Limi tatio ;:; Inhe:cen t in Tr c.di t i or,_al 8-..c b si~d;e; ::! ce At, :v.:. cl'l t ~·. :c·e . 

The r.l cqo.i coi tion of fvod i n tr::\ 2.i·~_::i.onal uocieties vm. :> .~ ~ene rally .::. 

prima ry r ctj_vi t y , 'l'l':e 2.ill•)Ul1t of food (("/ [li la bl e Y.i..S a ,.~,me a lil •.:;J:' - ~ - i HgS 
o.nd 

a. que ~-:Jtion of technology, la~·ou r c l':f'o· t? t ~'}'C oi cro~~ . The pur::J- it for 

food wqs no t a l ·;ays preca ri ou::; , neither· ·Im:tst or~e be tempted t o think 

of it as beine idyllic . 1:1o at cehl}:t ic boin,c- m ~ e t o recons t r u c t the 

precolonial agricultural y.;c.tt e..rr.LS._ tha.n to ffid.kr • f ~v: l~t::eral - oi:x.;~~a_______ 

which will suboey_uentl~ ' n.h't in the ~ rgu:met1ts J. ... u-t-.:Lol:iiU.I'd...- · 3:r·:i. c< ly , 

c~taj ni ng food, be it as an c.~r·i cl~ .L tur·al p rtJ'..li t or .h:lr:..tinc, or · zat·herinB 

mu..st _be...exami ne.d. .in the !s;llor:i ng_ liJ:J,t:-

L Fo.r_tllc :no;:;t pu.rt it ·:.ro.:1 t l:J.e responsibilitr of i;h~) _:f__:-_:: -- · ~ ·:. v:!';.(!h 

wan - the -Eain unit of. la.bu'.n:·. - The effort ex)ended in..t'-:, ricu ltural 

pur suit, how-:-t •.n·, must n ot b-e e zar:J il'L:d i n isokl.t ion but in the 

c:ontext of 8. greate r COLl}-'l ex of a ~ t i v i ties tl.!.:.:t t I"~f!J.llat c the 

doy to day exi~;;Jtence of the t2·ibo , :rroducti on in ) .. !d:!v .L,!ua 1 

-cuces could be reduced by illnesG: :.. i t ua J,. s , G·c c. 

2 . The capacity for procl..lcti::rn \IUS geared to a ,::; '"r er-c~~~ sel f ­

sufficiency of vo.ryin _; di3crete w1!... t..; Sl' ch as tl!.e :.Cr-Ul.i :l.y, or 

extendvd f amily and. even clans. '-ii i tr_ c ert~in exce ~ot ior~ s ? t J.:.e:re 

wac u fine bal~2 ce bet; cen pr oductio.1 a r:.d c,Jr.sUliJ.:r: t ion . ::_:hi.s 

bah.nce wac not detc r nir!. Gd in s t u tist:t cal ·~..::1Hs b't:..t by a "nt i.on 

of subsistence recluircr.. :<~ :.t!1. 3-..lch il Byst o;.:t be :Je'd .o. • in.,-- re~s­

ionistic judgez::ent is open to a. g r eat deal of VG.ri ati.on .m a 

tribal an<l even fa.illily b<:l.s i ~-J . 

3. ·n-'e na jor a gric .1 tural cctivi ty Pas the j)roducticn o2 crop s for 

subsistence of thG s roup . Acreage ::., g i \en to _".r oGu .. GI.im.; .·e re 

hindered by the unsor;histic~ted teclmolocy c:f t r · __ v_ ,:_ ti0! .... 1 

a griculture . Therefore 1 c...ny m<:r:pluG \"as i .ill:i c.Lental 1:1::1d -:1.l so 

liro.i ted by the pGl'iud in ·~h::!.ch t~'..e crop \H~uld ;:-e:..J.a in wi ·buut 

peris ·in • 



-7-

The Dile~~ of Change . 

The i hlp osi tion of elementc of col oni al policy vis- e. - vis t:.::··adi tional 

agricultur,}.l syst ems cr :.;c.ted a situat i on which j_nevi taoly had gr eat ir.1pa c t 

on food supplies. The end of t he c olonial s tatus ha s not re solved 

tensions a!ld t h e p roblems of t ~~e ~)·. z t <..:.re Bt i l l pre s ent tod:J. -, . E·riefly 

the factors affecting food 8Upplies \dll be considered under t~c 

fol l owing headin(5s: -

l . Provincia l self sufficiency 

2 . Repercussi on due to thu i n troducti on of aash cror s 

3. Price s and I.!arketing 

4. Cowmunic~tion 

5. Other causes . 

Provincia l Self - sufficien cy . 

One of t he fundamental 11isconcept ions of the G.d.'l y ad.hlinist rators 

w s to re gard tlle whole envir ol1illent of the count r y as su ita '::> l.e fo r the 

production of food crops . The a.cJ.mi r:ist rative responoe to t h is con ce pt 

was crysta llized j.n the theory of provinciu.l s elf - "'v.:e+>iciency in food 

and was espe cia lly stressed durin:::. \. orld \ia r I I. Lt t i me s the re was 

ne rit in t h i s s chem.e 9 bu t often t h i s p rinciple had to be comproBi sed 

though it was never abandoned . In purst<ing t h is pol icy t he r e waG a 

c omplete disr egar d ~Jf bc.sic ecolot,ica l safety va lves especially among 

groups vvhose predominant c once r n w2..s p, ... storalin;J. . 'rh·~;.s , among the Goz'J s 

the keeping of large herds 9 misg1.ided a.s the sy stem was , a cted a s a 

s a fety mecha nism . Despite the l i t eraLtcre strcssin::, t ho &;:cer-d; loYe that 

pastora l g roups had for their cattle , t he r e c.re exanple s Hi;e n -r;:_c;.;e smn.e 

groups were prepared to sn.crifice t 1eir cattle durin;-~ li e ri ods of stress. / 
/ 

Cattle we re in fact , excha nt,ed for .;r·a i n i n tj_Iii08 of h:.:.~ rdship , r:LL. I.~ ln the 

famines w:tich l asted up to the 1920 1 s , cattl e were :'; old at a ri u.:. ,;.:lo '1·J.sly 

+ow price of a r11.pee a head 9 • Ha rdship , in -this ca::::e 1 rvas a re s -·~ ~ of 

World '.'fa r I. During the thi r t ies and t he for t ies t he attempt to pe r suade 

the Gogos to grow cassava ·which was t!w usual pa!la.cl "f o"r c om.batin.g famine s 

was reluctantly adopted by the Gogos . 1'hey loc;ical ly a rgu.ed t!lat root 

crops tied them to the l a nd and their precious cattle could not be fed 

on t liis root . In a r ecent study by Rigby1 0 there is evidence that the 

Gegos who had suffered severely f roo faninDo s eer:1c\d in t ! .~eir 

social s phere to have tried to ad jl.<.;:;t to tne ha rsh e col o.::,i~· 1 C(n:di tions . 

Thus re siQ,ential mobility was high because of' p.21. stora lism a nd hoe cultiva­

tion of sorg~mrn and bulrusb. mi l let in 1L controlled a nd uninheri ted l and . 

Every Gogo , too , belongs to one of t}.~e eig:tty-:f i ve patri-lineal clans , 

the majority of whom were dispers ed . 
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The preoccupation with l rovincial :3C::lf- suff'i cie~·c~ ~A-<l Iilo. -~· el"'L.:c 1ts 

of ccntradictio::l . It ignored a.:!l.ong otl:.er thj_ngs the fa(!t tlu t ·uw 
optimuw use of a particular area mi.:;ht :0.ot be ~t food crop but a cash 

crop . Even wo rse i t releBated fooQ crops t o a consta1t low price and 

thi s has been a basic f n ctor nhy fooccro~ ::; han) not been coT \Crci <::l lised ~ 

Durin; t he worst failline s of' t~1e 1940 ' s in G "!golc..nd cr~'.in ovontur.lly 

had to be import ed from t:':.e nc i ghbourinL> ;J.rer:.s to fill the silo a . 'l'he 

construction of silos was a 118\'! c:onceJ.Jt ion of' :co lief r:J.r:Jc.8; .:re. :. d.Ci \ -~ rt cnt 

of gr.::..il1 storo.Jc l7C..O for.:.0d but it \.i:.1S f ound ox: ;er ::Ji vo · fo 1.:.:~int : .i n c.ri(f 

Repereussion d~e to In ·0 ro4 v'. cti o_11 __ of S.<:.:.f:lh Cr ops. 

AGriculture for the purpose of CLll ti v._~t in~~ r . .coducts ot~::s::c ·, :~ .• l 

food crops vras j_nsig:Dlificant in trc..d i tiono. l societiE:s . The ir troduction 

of cash crops especial ly no~-consu~a~le 0nes ~uch ao d otto~, siual; 

tea and pyrethrum tllerefore 1 in many c;:. :~e::.: brvu 0 ht d . f; rt~p t:i.on ~n the 

cultivation of f ood crops . It \'i.J.G i.nllfH·tn:t :11~ cml oni al poli••: :i..r:.8 ·o 

stress and have a positive approo. ch to t ho v,;l_o:!.e !.~,ct e ·tLm oi cash cro·p s . 

Uertainly, t he re searc'l un( ertakel ~ 2oncy uxpcncl.ed ; "u•d tl~e :ir:..cr , .. ; ~1g 

export tonnr-._;e all reveal tlle :fr.ct t~'.a t there 1.-u s /-~n er:llL.'lC:~Lr; o·:' ,... nh 

crops . Yet 7 tl"e indicenouo culti·.JutorD ·.-ere ·expected t o ::;ro''' t:_<.:;i:::- own 

food and ba self- sufficient . In pu rsu in;; thin ;;olicy , colonial L,";vernments ~ 

( presen t national go ernnents have not escaped t~dn either), perl-Jetuated 

the transition stat:,e in wLich Ct'.l ti vat ors (...re nd tr~sr COdlL eric·al ncr 

subsistence farmers . If o:1e :lc ce ptG tb-;; i dea that in tracitiu:1c1.l 

societies calculat ions of food re qui renents \'le rc oooed on enp~ic::1l notiona 

rather than scientific meusurewents, one ce.n see that mise- lcu l ati.). s 

could easily be made and adjustment because of tl e i .1t ro ucti on of cast 

would take tiLle . For obvious reo.sons exc.m;)lcs of fo<Jd n.!.1ort a.:_;ec being 

caused by the crowinG of cas' cro "• s would not b•) [SC'J•:.. poli t .t <;:::- 0 1 t l;.e 

part of colonial adi:linistrators . Hm·;ever , or"e does ,:,et ex2mples . In 

1931 the Provincial Com.ra.i sc ioncr for the .:83:.:: tern ProvillCe il'ldirecL y 

hits at the pre- occupation of tl:e ad~<li strat ion \'!it~! cn.e:h cro~s 1.iLen 

he states: 
n 

"It i s not out of pl a ce to mE:tion he r e t ho.t c..n il:cr ~Jc.:.a;:-:d 
production campai gn is about to be laur~c:,ed ~ but , one 
hastens to a~~ 9 increased pro· uction is not sy1 ony:.1ous 
with cottonn 

As recently c..s 1945 t he Provincial CoLllilis<:; j_oner :':or tLG same J?rovi ."' '"'e 
remarked: 

"Essentially the people of tlle conzt t end to re'iy upo 1 oule.. 
of copra to supp o :~:t tncir WUltts and J0,0i'it aTe reluct:-:mt to 
produce sufficient food even for their ne ed ~:. If the price 
~f cop~a. shall fall, they wil l find tl1eoocJ.ves wi th . 12 1nsuff1c1ent food and no money to p1.~rchase it from neighbours" . 

~.~ .... ~.-·-- ~;'"" 
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If the t r a di tionu. l pm ctice of growing food h <:. b t o be intogro.ted 

with pr oduct i on of cash crops one has to ussu.me t }.:.a t tile cul ti va to r s 

had to:-

l . work harder the.n before 

2 . sacrific~ a gr eat deal of leisure 
dovm 

3 . cutjon the u. creages r; iven to food cro::s 

4 . l ook for a lternatives for obtai Eill(:; casl: 

The l :?.st a s swnptiun best tJanifests i tcGl f on t he whole que ct ion 

of l abour whi ch will p reaently be dealt with . 

One h:,s t o admit th,3.t i~1 certai!1 ;:..reas i t •:-:as feasible to hav e a 

relia ble c .wh/:food cro> a.ssocio.tion ospeci.:tlly v1hcre the l a cter demaLd od 

lit t le l abo r . '.Phe Cz1agi):J. [::.n rl the Eayct n i th ·~lle bana.na/coffee c omplex 

a r e a good oxam~l e. tl:e duality could .. ~ .1. 
.!..!. ~,) b 

VTo r k. In f ;:, ct 9 to the local inhabi t .:mts in theoe ar·c~"--.s advice :.::.n<i 

i ns truct i on during the late 20 1 s and. 30 1 s must havr~ r~e ened very 

c ontradictory . They were a sked to increCJ.se the acrea~,e uncler c r ops end 

ye t prices paid for cr·or-·s sold we re de creased . ·rhey hnd ·(;o r_, ro .. ' iood 

stock and yet e row for export ; i;hey rw.d to i nc re1:1c8 c:::.c rea.:;e::: 9.n0. "·ct 

keep mai ntaining the fie l ds to new o-Go.nL:.ards . Some of the cas:h c--:-op s 

v;e re not food crops and in :r.c1ny ways useless if not uo l d . 

Labour ~ 

An al ternc::~ti ve source of obtaining money 9 a. part fr ou e&sh crops 

was to ente :c t he labour ma.rket .::.nd tl:is re r~ponse h.::td ~r(;:;G.t scci :J.l effects 

among g r oups like tL.e ki nga a1J.d Ha. 0bviou8ly 9 i t is ea s;y to see one 

of the consequenceo mentior.ed earlier9 n!ir:le l y , since the ia:·li:!.;y wns 'tlle 

unit of subsiste;.1ce economy ~ dinru:ptions woc:~i d t c.. .. -c if t l' ... L..: 1.mi t "'""';:; 

interfere> C. with . Agrn.ri;::;.:.1 sys ·c e:!u .. woulJ ir.mwd i o.tely be a:f "ect(: 1 

e spe cio.lly among r;rou9s wb.r;;r:; monfoJ..k :·'e rformed. th0 di ffi01 .l t tc. _ 'cs cuch 

as c:l earing the :fore;,;ts or ·r> reaJcinc fo r the 1irst 'tL.H~ . In the 'iiili\,nua 

chiefdom of Jin~iU.a. , Gfte r a sericG of' food sho rtc.r~es 7 it was reali~>ecl 

that the cust omary :)r a ctice of tl'le 2 en leaving t:1eir lc.ohlcs in t:-1e plant ing 

season "iJo wo rk fo r food in the Ira:.J.'ba po.rt of tli e clist ri_ct meant t here 
13 was insuff icient cu l tivat i on tn thei r oim o.rea , 

The repe rcussion of the J.avi sl: use of L:bour has yet to be .Jtud;i.ed 

in deta il and in f::tc t, has been an under- pl ayed tactor . :J}J;; CiL .. c 

re ferences can be found both a t the sour·cc and the r8cei ving end. · .. Bes t 

example s of t h e latte r are to be fomc.cl i.n the ·I\:::.::J.t3. Re.:;i on the re in 1936 

the number of alien Africans was clearly in e:cc e:::;:::: of 5' , 000 l.'len f or vrhom 

food had to be procured, It is the refore not su r prisinc, that the 

administrator fo r Tanga in 1942 cat c t orically stated; 
11 Any furt her transf'ers f'rom n::1 ti ve agrj.cul tur;;kl produc tion to work 
on est ,·~. tes wov.ld h 2.ve dange r ouo repercu ~;s i ons on the food supplynl4 



-10-- A. r.b.scarenha s 

In the Southern Highlands where r:mch of t he la bour originated 

from the Provincial Commissi oner, in 1943, warned t l'.tD. t f u r·t her c.: a lls 

for labour within or without t h e Province would p robabl y endan& ·:r t b.e 

foodstuff position a ncl loca lly g r a in would be insufficient to f eed t he 

employed labourers. The a dminist r a tor had ca lculat e d t ha t out of 1 25 , 250 

tax- payers , 28, 050 were empl oyed wi thin t he district and 1 2 ,626 had 1 

I I ~ 00 1 b . . d t" d' t . ·15 volunteered for the a r my a nd 1 0 1 7 a curers \'iere ou·csl e 11e 10 r1cli • 

Another aspect of the s <:me p r obleiil v;hich EaJo r Ord e Browne bring s 

out strikingly 

* ti ve purposes 

He al so sta tes 

in his report i s the colossal u se of l a b our for unproduc-

and the v e r y g reat distance s which t hey ha d ·to tra vel. 

t ha t a long rout es fre quent ed by l a bo'J. rers, produ ce sellers 

and govennment employee s t ::e re we re, at times 9 r esult s approa cti.ng 

fami:ae . 

"Owi ng to the short-oi ght ecl sal e of too nu ch foo d or the 8-nxiety 
of t h e lo cal aut horit ie s t'o furr1ish su :p plies to travell ing 
government s ervants 11 16 . 

These a re j ust a few a s pects of -the i.rapa ct of l e.bOi.:.r on fooc<. su nplies . 

Prices a nd I!:arket i ng 

The dilemma of g rowing both a cash crop a nd a su.bci.Jt enc e crop n r< 

only strained the organizati on of t r adit ional a gri cul ture but i lt ddi ~ i u !l 

there were a number of economic pit'falls rela ted to lllD.rlce t in;;; ._._, _ p r i:;c .: . . 

Uncerdia.inty of prices made a djust went d i f f icul t . I :t' a fa r mer f'i.:;.1!:.asis ed 

a cash crop and t he price s f ell h e would run t he ri sk of not he:v ing 

enough mone ~· to buy fo od . It i s no teworthy tJ::Ja t the depre ss i on of 

the 1930 1 s determined f or many f a r me r s the c ourse they s h oul d f ollov: 

and de spite the great locus t i nvasion t h e supply of f ood i~ mo ~t parts 

of t h e country was not unduly bad . Convers ely~ t h0 be s t yea r s i n the 

count ry were sean a fter t he rec overy of t he ca s h c r ox; prices in the 

middle 30 1 s . This brief sta tement onl y P~:< ints t ~:e c; r oso pic ture . 'l1ho 

true rela ti on between prices c as~:. c r ops/subsi ;:; t eEce a~;:;:·i cul ture is a 

field in itself too large to e n t e r in the ex i s ting pa~er . 

Generally marketing wa s n ot 'iJell devel oped. over most of tr1•:J country 

in the 1920 1 s and in many parts of the Southe rn Pr ovi n ce even i n 1 944-

there wa s no ·ma rketing s y stem. When ma rke ts we re opened j_n t he foll owing 

year, ~ t h 1 ~ ·c~no a nd with 
11 they wo,.c j,"'Of.pu-r.dod wi th ounpj.eia!l ·.JY .... e :c:~.r~ '""' ~ 

antagonism by the merch ant s and .m1ssi o:.1s''l7" 

------------------------------------------------------------------· ··~ -- · 

* At Kil osa Railway s -~ ati on in 1924 t he gov e r nment :o.ee Ci ed 4-00 , 0C ' 
working da ys of porterage to supply a small de t a cluu.en t oi" s oldiers 
in Songea. 
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DepresseO. market s a l s o affected sales and p r oduc t ion . \.'he t" pri c C::J 

of rice fell by 50% in 1931 the cultivator s in part s o:E' Mahenge area 

refus ed to sell, and finding t ::1u. t they had more rice t han they c ould 

consume, used tt for brewi~;; beer. The Admini strativ e Officers :~~ emed 

to rea lise t~'l.a.t the danger fo r i n t hei r words:-

"The da nger e;:nanat i ng f r om a ll t !1is 9 Ylhich will hc..ve to be wa tched, 
i s t hat the y may become desp ondent and gro I le s s r i ce, r_rhe 
I!lB.rke~dnB arr angement s of t h e rice tra de a. re a t ·the r oot c f the 
trouble • •.. ... , . n1s. 

Communil"!a tion . 

Considering t l:"t..a t in no one year ha s the whole of Tanganyika sulf'B J.'ed 

from f amine or food shortage 9 the siGnificanc e of coru.r:mnica tions become., 

obvious . .At a territorial level then , a sound communi ca tions Syjltem 

give·e a greater l atitude f or dealing wit l:.. famines . 

In the 1920 1 s head orterage v;as the onl:t me t hod of t ra~s:;.;ortation 

in ma ny parts of the c o try . The positio1:. in s1 :. ch .:-,reas be c ome s 

precarious i ·f they were unfortunate to experience an;;' decline of food 

supplies . Two decade s l a ter the fuQines ~f t~e 1 940 ' s could ~lsc have 

b e en prev ented by a good transportation nystem between the Southern 
I 

Highlar.ds and the Cent r a l Provir..ce. Ironically i ntense WE.rtim.e drives 

to p roduce more food had brought about a surplu~ · in the former a r ba . 

There was a surplus of several thousand tons of rice , onlJ' ;;uu ·~uJ.lS of 

·which eventually could be dispa tched via Lake Hya ea t o Beira and 

eventually to Zanzibar . 

The l a ck of understanding bet 1een the rulers and the ruled add s 

a new dimension to t he study of coilllutmicutions and r c::J .. ,o.ase to famines. 

The following obs ervation of an administrator 1:1ade after n f!lLli ne i n 

the Ukaguru a rea in whi ch 15 peol; le a re al l eze c1 .o have died , reflecto 

the problem. 

" ••• • •• it is or..ly the bet -!:er class of cl:.iefo w:10 1~.il to 
do so (repor t a f amine) . Ee only appeals to the ad•"inistra-

tion when at'fairs go beyond his c ont rol. T:1e re is , of course , 
t he v;hining clas s of c ie :.:' v.ho L:u!lediately vpon n. }!nrti a l 
shortac;e of food in his a r Ga reyo rts a f c.LJ.ine 11 , 19 · 

In one of the comparatively well documented a ccot:n ts of fal!l ine in 

Tanganyika whi ch took pl ace a.t Ilugufi in 1929 , t ili S problem of 

commuhication is once again well illus·" rat ed. .G rieiftly ~ · the only lin e 

of cornrnuni co.tions in 1929 between Dut;ufi :1nd the: , _dmini.;;trative station 

at Biharamulo, 113 miles away rras by por· ~er. tra c c. V!hen the District 

Off icer r eceived t he call for help h e could not 

" imagine why t hey canna·:-. ;c;et on and do dome thi:n~. for themselves 
and anyt i: ing I send must be nece s sa ril;r very dea r 1'20 . 
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In fact, h~ did not attach much importance to the e.ppeal. I n 

defence, it must be admitted that when in 1928 a complaint of starvation 

was received the Di s trict Officer fo ur..d ou t that only mtama had been 

exhausted . In the 1929 f amine the di Btreso w.::. s real $ 500 pe rsons perished . 

Because of a dmini strat i ve r i gidity, ti.::.e re wa s a del8..y of 25 days between 

the first reports of dea t h and the fir s t i ssue of food . 

There is still one level of coLJJ.uunica tion t l1o.t needs examining. 

At the head of the social stratifiica ti on of t he Bugufi peo;-·l e were the 

Batusi who claimed that the shortage was normal . The suff ering of the 

lowly pea sants ·upon whom they contemptously looked down did not direct l y 

concern the aristocratic Tusis . In f a ct 1 with t heir great relia~c e on 

cattle they were not too incovenienced by the shortage of t r a in . 

As an epilogue to the Bue5ufi famine , roughly 2 , 000 people v:rer.e 

affected, and 500 dea ths took place . Five tons of rice \"iere needed 

to tide t nem over , and the expenditure Yvas approximately £250 . In fact by 

the time relief did come they wer e begim1inc, to • arvest their own cr ops. 

Other Causes of Famines . 

There are other causes of famines and food shortage ~J whi c' cannot · :~ 

dealt with fully in t his brief paper . I1~umerable examples of v~~y 

l ocalised food shortages cau s ed by the depredations of 'ilild ani!l;,ctls and 

insect pests is one. Superstition e.nd social disharmony between gr oup s 

provide s ye t another cat egory . For example the precurs or of the 

Bugufi famine i s to be found i n the prophecy of a witch- doctor who 

claimed thnt the ruling dynasty would die if cultlivation i n the swamps 

wa s no 'G otopped . Th e su clden deJiiandfor food from a r eas adjacent to 

famine areas can cause food shc:rk .ges i n a r eas asked to provide reli ef ~ 

The 1929 Bugufi famine was thu s part of a l art;;e f anine in Urundi . ,,.. 
Inflated prices in the f ..::.mine a r ea ea aily leads to un- inhibited disposal 

of food . Finally , the absence of certa in foods amons gr ou::Js who have 

strict food preferences can cause a n inJuced type of f amine . 

Conclusion. 

Thi s s tudy of famine s in Tanganyika demonstrates t he danger of 

a pplying a cli.IilB.tic generc;.lizat ion t o a hl.lman problem. ·rhe typol ogy 

"Tropical clim te 11 which i s often associat ed with f alli nes is such a gr o3 i.:' 

generalizat ion witL. so many va riables t hc t even in a r el a tively small a rea 

like Tanganyika it has seTere limi 'ta t i ons in i tc arplica t ion . 'rhis is 

demonstrated by the localised nature of f amines in the coun·c ry . 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
* In 1942 the Warangi and Wanyaturu readily disposed t heir surplus 
because the prices of grain had r i sen from l/50 to 8/- a debe . 
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While there is no doubt t ha t the immediate cause of famines has 

of ten been micro- clima t ological factors , one ca ru1ot even th~n · al :~ys 

conclude t hat hunger is directly rela ted to the environment. ::?a~:.ine 

is a human problem. I t therefore must have some human causes &.red solut ions 

Some of the human factora of famines have thei r origin in economic , 

technologi cal, s ocial and even t rancport ational f a ctors . The 

equation of man 1 s production of food is envircn.l'!lent plus cul ture . 

Famines and foos shortages cannot ther efore be ri t:; idly tied t o the 

environment . 
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