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The Lugbars sndMedi (properly Ma'dl, but I shall keep the
traditional spelling) are the most mt;ﬂ.y -p.n:l- m &
rastern Sudanic gro ot langusges, which st h!- m-

Chad region to the Valley. sre usually referred to by
Government sources as Nilotic tribe ‘UH.. is incorrect, M
sre digtinet both eulturally snd 1@1.:1“117 from m neigh-
bouring Nilotic peoples to the east of the Nile,

| Th live on the Nile-Congo uhrllni, ‘whioh ie here
i the boundary betweaen hfm“ and the Belglan Congo, being
| concentrated on this high streteh of numu-z (4000 to 5000 feet
i

ahove sea level) and spreading esst and west across open
almost treeleas. pulu which streteh to the Nile end Uele valleyss

. The Madi live on either side of the Nile where it passes out of
Ugsnda into the Sudan, The term Medi ia a confus one, since

! many of the Lugbara refer to themselves as Madi snd & good

| praportion of the Nilotip Acholi and Alur are of original Madi

. stock, Since I have not ro‘h worked among the Madl, I shall

refor only to the Lugbsrs in ﬂu remainder of this report.

. The Lugbsrs number sbout néooo people (164000 in Ugenda and
88100 in the Congo) living in an srea of soms €0 miles by 120
miles, giving an averapge population density of 35 per sguere mile
This figure is misiesding, since the csntral dlstrictas on the

. HNiled Congo divide have a density in places of over 100 to the

| square mile and soms of the outlying areas are almost uninhabited.

In Ygande each county, the present sdministrative diviaion,|
iz in charge of a Sultan, most of whom are men of estatus in their
own clan but living outside their own clan aresaj under them are
!nkila, about five in sach county, and under them are Bakungu and

:55? These are sll paid off oil.ls and lieble to trensfer. -/
Ago the chief's, known aa Makoto, ‘and Kepita, u-
. always the hereditary heads of a clan In the county area. In '
. roth territories the countiesere modern creations based em
indigenous groupings; in slmost all csses they are Very much larg
t.nan anything found under the 0ld system.

What i now the West Nile Digtrict of Ugandas was broug.ht j

' under Belgisn administration in 1900, In 1912 1t became part of

| the Suden snd in 1914 was ceded to Ugsnda, Before this date |
administration was very slight, end on at least one accasion the
Belgien gerrison wes killed., Before 1P00 contact with the outsid
world had bean linitod to the sppearence of Aradb slavers and to

i Bmin Pasha's and other Sudanese troops who passed thmugh the

| srea at the time of the Mahd!i revolt. This contact was limited to

| tle area along the Nile and so hardly affected the Lugbaras directly,
dlthough today there are still am few o0ld men who were taken as
sleves as children,
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The Lugbara are predominantly agriculturalists, slthough
they say once they were an essentially cattle-owning peoples Todi
the number of livesgtock 1s not larges The mein food crops,
from which the thick porridge which is the staple diet 1s preper
are various millets and sorghums; other greins sre geown, includi
- simsim and maize, chiafly for beer, In saddition cassava is growr
- extensively both ss s stsple and as 2 famine crop., As relish for
the porrldgs there are grown bsans, peas, groundnfits, sweet
potatoes and many others vegatables. Meat snd fish sre eaten,
but usuaelly only on special occesions, Except for certain mests,
all food can be eaten by both sexes. Most of the spaple crops
are planted in June, at the beginning dime of the heavy rsins,
and the main hervests are in October-November, before the dry
season begins fully. There is an elaborate system of mixed
eropping and a system of crop rotation, All fleld work except
weeding and harvesting is done by men,

There are no cash crops grown, excppt a little tobacco.
Howsver many Lugbara go to the south of Ugsnds annuelly, to grow
tobaceo in Bunyoro or cotton in Buganda and Busoga.

-

The indigenous politiesl system

. In spite of the superimposition of the modern adminisbtebive
gystem, the indigenous political system 1s stlill setive and can
be observed, except that it is rarely cslled into asction at its
higher levels, chiefly because inter-clan feuds sre now forbidden.

The Lugbarahave sbout :1nn{ patrilinesl clans, suruj all L
elans are considered to bs of g status end of equal genealogical
depth, the founding ancestor of each clan being the son of Dribidu,
the tribal sncestor. Clans are dispersed territorislly, the
individusl segments also being called suru: I shall refer to these
segments as Sections, Bach clan has 1t5 name which ie also given

to 1ts Sections, snd cleans snd clan toetionl Are eXORAmMOUSsS groups.

~ Rach clan sepment consisw of several o s which I shall call
linesges, although I do not kaow yet cr or not we may spesak

of o '"lineage system' in this secciety. There are &l so smaller

and territorially distinct oriba; these lineages however are not
politiecslly independent, but &re attached to territorially sdjecent
clasn sections of €ifferent clan ancestry. Such a Section with
ettached lineages is m one exogamous group, snd 1a always considered
a8 being a single unit in politicdl matters. Several Sections
belonging to different clans but all territorially adjacent form e
lsrge territorial group which is also referrsd to a suru, and which
I eall a Distriot, A District is not sn exogsmous unit, although

it 1= bound together by certein politicel and ritusl tiles, The
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Distriet 15 a purely territorial unit, but is always spoken of in
lineage terms, thet is to say, as & genealogical group descended from
one sntestors Also although it is considered ma in these terms, it
is not & unilineal descent group ss is a clan or Section, but A
includes women of different clen affilietions.

To illuetrate this systeh I shall describe ome such District,

“Vuprre (not the present dey administpetive unit of Vurre, vhich is

& wider grouping, but the indigenous group). Vurra is &n area of
‘some four scusre miles and consists of six exogamous clan Sectlons,
“Bzuko, Ajono, Tilevu, Erudba, Anzu and Nylo, Z=ach of these are segments
"of clans which have other similarly nemed sogpments elsevhere in
Lugbaraland, ¥ach of these six sections consist of seversl lineages,
some being segments of the secticn itself end descended from the

clan sncestor «- these lineages are referred to as kariba -- and
others being attached lineages -- referred to as anyiba (strangers).
These anyiba linecages are segments of other clans aa such have
different encestors. lMembers of lineages are thus members of
two exogamous groups, the clan section to which they are affdlisted
snd its relsted segments and also their own parent clanses The
section of Ezuko in Vurrs consists of eifght lineages: five karibas
lineages, Eariba, Anyanya, Oluko, Andrevu and Aylvu, who heve one
common mpimwmh encestor, snd three Eazb: lineages, Nyasca (parent

elan Nyace in th:‘songo, and attache y descent from a Nysce Bk

man hmmimg married” an Ezuko girl), Orivu (parent clen Orivu in the
Congo, and ettached by descent from an Orivu man captured in war),
and Omoo (& lineage descended from s Madi who once attached himselfl
to Ezuko in = servile position). Clan sections may also dbe 'sttached’
within & Distriect ( e.g. in Vurra the section Nylo 1s descended from
a different sncestor then the other five sections), but at this level
the asttached group is not termed ba --the groum are regarded as
being of the ssme status and genesogical depth, The situations

in which this clan system has most significence today is in the
reguletion of marrisge (there may be interlocking systems of
exogetous links, as explained sbove), in ritual, and in the sstablish-
ment of &« man's soclal status -~ he 1s placed in Lugbara soclety

by membership of clan, section and lineage, A woman doesnot change
her clsn affi liation at marriage: she always remains a members of

her father's clan -- this is especially evident in ritusl: on all
ritusl occasions she 1s 2 menmber of her parent clan and secrifice

for her can only be made by her father or brother, not by her husband,

P Across this system of dispersed clans and linegges there
runs & divisicn of clans into those called Ha'dl end those called Luu.
Clans known es Luu are those 'possessing EF': onyu is tuberculosis
or any similar chest complaint, the possessing of which passes in the
male line omnly, Ma'dli clans €o not have e« HNe'di and Luu are
conceived of ss being complete groups of w the clans are
components: these groups, Ma'di and Luu, are themselves cslled surue
Clans bel to different onyu-divisions have different customs

et death, But otherwlse there sppesrs todsy to be no other signifi.
cance in the division. For example, in Vuura District the sections
of Zzuko, Anzu snd Fruba are Luu, while Nylo, Ajonc and Tilevu

are Ma'di, but there are no refled ions of this division in marrisge
ties between theme. Within a Luu section there may be attached
linesges who are Ma'di, and vice versa. This division is found
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is found throughout the Lugbsrs ecountry: neither division hes any '

. especial status such as being 'owners of the land', as has often
been found in other societies with a dichotomy of this kind, I
suspect that it may reflect the twofold migration of the Lugbara
into their present home, one division coming from the west via the
South Suden end the Nile Valley (Ma'dl) and the other coming
directly through the Congo (Luu: there is a District cslled Luu
in the very west of figbaraland), But at present this is only conjecture.

5 In this system of dispersed clans and lineages intraeclan ties
clearly be very tenuous in cases where the dispersion 1s
territorially wide. Occasions for meeting of clan elders are found
in the death of elders and in intre-clan disputes, when clan myths
end geneslogles are recalled and clan solidsarity reaffirmed., The
commonest intra-clan dispute 1s in the event of members of the
same clan wishing to marry, This almost invariebly means that the
two persons invélved have slreaiy had sexual intercourse: the elders
meet, maeke the necessery msfimh sserifices and the marriage 1s
prohibited, As yot I heve no cases of marriage being sllowed in the
case of members of territorislly very remotely related linesges; this
would presumsbly be followed by clen fission, Thet fisgion doss
occur can be seen fom the feet that there are seversl examples of
exogamous clans bearing the ssme name,

i Lugbars gened ogles are nevsr more then six or seven
. generations deep from Dribidu, the first Lugbara are earth, to the
present day (many of my informsnts even state that Dribldu was their
great-grandfather, and describe him in detailm), Genealogical ties
of this type seem to have little significance in this soeclety,
This is presumably correlated with the very wide dispersion not
only of clen sections but also of smsll 'independent' lineages which
are attached to larger unrelated (patrilinesally) clan sections,
Connection is msintained chiefly by territorial contect: where this
is lscking the relationship may seon be lost., Sections of the same
clan appear to be aware of their relationship chiefly from the fact
b that they have the ssme clan neme and it 1s generelly recognised
that the relstionship exists: the sctusl genealogical link ls known
only to one or two elders, and ss sanyone who has tried to collect
Lugbars geneslogies will know, the elders usually contradict each
} other at every point.

Settlemont end Kinship
l --T.--.-.-------n-----

The term jo mesns hut or house, the home of the slementary
femily: in this polygynous soclety (1) every wife has her own hut
for the use of Rerself and her children, Her husband will share the
hut , or he may have & hut of his own to which he can retire and

,  entertain guests; this is especielly common in polygynous femilies --
in 2 monogarous home he will ususlly shere his wife's hut, The
T. In = sample count made in Emmaclen sectionm of Vurra, ligures
of polygynous femiles are as follows:

I . Wives: 1. 2. Se 4 521“'. Total
Casesy 36 23 5 4 1 68,
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homestead, which I use to mean the dwell of one man and his
family, 1s known as the sku. Aku refers, & MONOCZAmOUs
family, to the hedged compbund containing the wife's hut, the
husband's hut 4if there is one, the granaries, the cocking hut,
end the girls' hut (odrujo, in which the unmarrlied girls and older
ehildren sleep and in the girls entertain their lovers. There
is ususlly only one odrujo in s p int family settlement), 1f there
_is one, In = polygynous family aku refers te the cluster of
sepsrate hedged compounds, esch containing the hut, grenaries and
. kitchen of a wife, one of them (that of the principel wife)
. probably slso containingthe husband's own hut end perhsps an
odrui . In this case each compound is an sku and also the whole
cluster 1¢ aku, The huts of more then wmh one wife may be in the
same compound, but &re ususlly distinet, 3

- Several sku form the settlement of a joint family,
consisting of the male descendants of & common grandfather or greass
} grandfather, thelr wives and unmarried female children. This
group 1is based on the oriba, which is & unilineal descent group
and so excludes the wives of the joint famlly members. However,
the term oribs is usuallyloossly used to refer to the whole
settlement, Dut this is only for ease of reference; the Lugbara
' make & eloar distinetion betwesen the two groupas,. The term oriba
| is also used to refer to a larger descent group which mmy form the
core of seversl related joint families: in this cace oriba mm is
used (sgein lossely) to refer tothe whole settlement, ere i3 no
| other word, siku not being used for a group of this size, two or
' three of which will form & complete clan section, Within the
Joint family oriba of three or four generstions' depth smaller
descent groups are recofnised in certaln situations, slthough they
have no spacific name to distinguisk them: these are segments of
the oriba differentikated by paternsl or maternal origin (i.e. the
sons ol Orothers, or the sons of & man by different wives, ete,).
i L.\‘Cai‘{.

The oriba is the landholding and cattleholding group, snd
the group regarded &s & single unit dm within the clan section
8t ceremonies of food, beer and arrow distribution and at ritusl
occasions, The elders of asection who are its representatives 5

at sny occesion ere the most senior men of its ¢ nent lineages
L / ( 'ba « The senior representative (who ucwﬁ gerries out '
e 1 sctions and mekes final decisions himself) of the section
is the senior 'ba wara of the genealogically senlor lineages he is
-men of high ritual status, has powers of cursing which are his
alone, and formerly had high political status also, His eldest
sister (whether or not older than he) slso has high ritual status,

"@ho torm used Sor the hesd of & joint rmlyg
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Theres would sppes® to be no womens' organisations st all
in the sense of 'submerged' matrilineages, or anything of the
kind often reported from other szocleties. Maternal descent
however 1s of considerable importance:s a man may not marry a girl
of his mother's clan, and sons of a man by different wives are
differentiated and #ill in time form distinct oriba within the same

" glan section., Most ettached linesges are attached to the 'host!
hiovmmm group by the mother'!s-brother-sister's son tie.

Women Mip have very considerable status in this formally

strongly patrilineal socisty, This appears especislly in three

ways: women p certein roles in_ritusl, particularly when they
are-widowsof importsnt men-er sl sole surviving sibling; women
group together on certeln occaszions in epposition to the men

(esge 8t detth end harvest dances, and on any ocoasion when & woman
or & woman's depndant is slighted); on thess occasions they are
regarded o8 invineible and always get thelr own way. Lastly,
this status is seen in the very considerable amount of freedom
gllowed to women, especially to unmarried girls and'returned'
wives, They have complete sexusl Ireedom and arrange thelr own
lives ss they went -~ their fethers snd brothers have no right %
intorfere unless the wellbeing of the lineage 1s threstened.

There is a strong oppositicn between the sexes, expressed most
obviously in obscene joking between tim men and women of different
unrelsted clans and between certalin seots of relatives, All
fastructural' joking relationships are expressed in terms of sexual
obseenity between the sexes,

The systef of personal kinship terminoleogy is to be seen
against the clen system. The clan section 1s the limit of this
torminology. Mombers of other sections within which the speaker
hes & relative are mll referred to e the same terms, sccording to
sex (e.ge & man will refer to £ll males in his mother's elan section
a8 Mother's brother and to all females as Mother) irrespective of
age and other status differences whith may be recognised between
the members of that section,

The ritusl system

-

The ritual system of the Iugbere 1s confined to the ancestor
cult, There is no God-cult (there is the concept of Adro, the
Thing which crestes and destroys life, but there is no cult. The
¥adi heve & concept of Rubanga, but I understend that that is
e recent importation, ve no other information sbout it. Ths
Christian concept of Hungu, God, iz enly held by a very small
proportion of the Lugbersa).

The sncestor-cult haes two mspects: it is e system of soclial
snactions and 18 alsc = reflection of the lineage system. The
gystem of social sanctions by which intra-clan relationships are
controlled are almost entirely found in the ancestor-cult. In the
indigenous system political (inter-section or inter-district)

zﬁnﬁg%-hig- "ﬁ' 11ntn:l.md by the institution of the feud;
ay its place had been taken by the Covernment administmmtive

e el -
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The sncestora are regerded as being rosponsible for sll mmmb
treuble which may befall people; are approsched that trouble
may be averted by sserifice at ancestor-shrines (orije). 4 man
may not secrifice while his father or classificatory father within
the same oriba is alive, or while his mother is still living,

311 /Whenl“hmth parents ere dead mmd snd he can sscrifice himself, he

, bullds a shrine to his father, As soon as he becomes hesd of &

* wider family smmp group he adds shrines to his grsndfather, great-
© grandfather, etec -- whoever is the apical ancestor of that

- particular group, In sddition, if he brings the sncestors!

. wrath upon himself by hir acticns, or if snother person does so,
he will go to & diviner, or divine himself with mikewmiem chickens
at a divinstion~hole; he will be told that the trouble comes
from s certain ancestor and he will then build s shrine teo
that sncestor., Patrilinesl encestors' ahrines are in the form
of flat stones, one for each spirit, which sre placed together

I benesth the main granary to form box-1ike 'houses', Hatrlilineal

shrines are in the form of small thatched huts placed beneath

the eaves of the prinipal wifets hut, Sacrilfices take the

form of besr and food, pleced within the shrine.

The hesd 'ba wara of an oribs alsc has a shrine to the
eplcal ancestor of the oriba. 13 shrine (tirl) is placed
outside his hut benesth a tree (no special tree) and is in the
form of a flat stone with & heole in the middle, placed upright,
In addition the 'bs wara of certain lineages have a shrine to
Kalia), who is not an sncestor, but a spirit crestedout of
nothing ('like the wind'), and who can bring certain psrticular
illnesses if not sppesased; he is regarded as'belénging' to
certain clans, The head m elder of a clan section has &
tirl shrine to the apical ancestor of that section,

The ara believe that a great deal of misfortune is the
result of witcheraft, by which ancestors are persuaded to bring
misfortune to othera. There are two types of witcheraft: ru,

. which refers to the use of supernatural power by a 'ba wars egainst
members of his oribs (he 'whispers inside the orijo :

" ancestores carry ou 8 request for punishment), snd ole ru, which

refors to sorfcoery sgainst pecple of other clans, If & menf is the

' . vietim of ole ru he will build a drilo: shrine, dedicated to no
particular &nceator, but to sll in Eanorl ¢ In addition there are

some dozen or so other types of shrine which are built on

particular occasions,
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Lugbare society is at present undergoing fairiy rapid ISR
change, due to the impact of the Buropean administretion and & bl
money economy, Money is now the almost universal mesns of F1F
exchange (although as yet there is no word for 'buy' or 'sell',

but only for 'exchange', which is used for sll suech transactions, wh

* whether at a market or the exchange of s wife for brideweslth).

It is, however, noticeable that the prices of commodities are not
Z-t always adjusted to & 'free' money economy; e.g., the value of
raditional handmade articles (arrows, knoves, ete) is still
given in terms of other similsr conmodities, When these "eouivalent!'
values are translated into money terms they are often quite
discrepent (e.g. a amall pot may be worth fmm two hoes, but in
money terms & small pot is worth two shillings and one hoe Smmmem
four shillingsh

There ere, a8 I have sald, no cash crops grown by the Lugbaral

in their own district, and ¢t ax and other modern money
demands, they sell their only/tdmmbdoty, their labour. There is
no loecal demand, so they go to the south, to Bunyoro, Bugande smd
Busoga. Today s falr proportion are beginning to buy land there
end grow cotton and tobaceo, but to do this they must first earn
money, and wage labour for Indians and Bagands 1s the traditbd nel
renson for going "ngemboni', 'to the other side' (of Lske Albert).

now this traditgm 1= woll esteblished (1t datezs from about
1825, but has reached its present scale only in the lest few yeurs)
and there are parts of Bunyoro snd Bugsnda with long-sottled
Lugbers villages, with the settlers living permanently and never
coming home or sending money back. These men are 'lost' to thelr
familées, but nevertheless ties sre meinteined and it 1s assumed J
thet they will come home one day, ,

The peak monthsfor migrstion southwards are July-September,
after the plenting, and most men come beek sbout nine months later.
The scele of the migration may be seen from the following flgures;
they are for Lugbsrs meles only (the nusber of wives is emell)s

1847 Southwards; 8205 Ugg.ndl m;gnru 22587 00250, tgtn_ 10772,

I048 Northwardsy 5456 2132 7588
1948 Southwards: 6378 " " 1968 " 8344
P4 Northwardsy 5870 " " 1888 " 77256
164¢ Southwardss 58558 " . gpee " 8119
1880 not yet avallable.

I reoslise that from these figures no safe generalisations wan be
made: they are only given here to ghow the scale of the migrsation,
put there is cleardy a dig 'loss' of people who do not return.
The extent to which this migration of young sdult men affects the



the locel soclety may be seen from the figures of men sbsent
from their homes st the present moment from two clan sections in
the aret where I am working:

{
-
E In Ezuko section, of 732 taxpayers, 73 (10f) are away; of those,
2 £l have been away one year, ¥ two years and 38 three or

! ~ more yoars (most of these 38 are regerded here ss 'lost').
i

In Opike section, of 457 tsxpayers, 107 (24%) are away; of these,
44 have besn away one year, 14 two years and 49 three or mo:

It should be noted thet these are both thickly populated areas.
There are correlations between numbers of men away and the density
of population, and also between numbera of absont men and the
popular or unpopular behaviour of Africen government officlalss
this may et first appesr a frivolous reason, but it the one given |
me most often by informants, It 1s the resson given me, for examp:
to explein the difference in proportion of sbsent men fom Esuko
and Oplka, gigen sbove.

The maein ressen for going stuth 1s to scquire money wii ch
cannot be gained locally. It is extremely difficult to get
information on this peint, for obvious ressons, but my enquiries
so far show tha&t the sversge sum of money brought back by a man
| efter nine months in the south is rarely mers than 50 or 60
shillings, plus & few goods (= blenketm, shirt, ate).

These figures may glve some idea &f the problem; any morse
. detailed and relisble snalysis must welt for a deeper analysis
' of Lugbara soclety in gensral,

AVurra, West Nile,
€ October 1850,

T T —
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