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fh Lugbara and.lie.di ( propel'l'f n t d1,. but I shall keep tho 
ad1t1onal spellin ) ar the moot aeterly sp cke~s of the 
stern Sudanic group of 1 uage , hich etr tohos fro~ the Lake 

Chad r g1on to th 1le Vallef • They re usually refer~ to b~ 
ernmAnt oura a as N1lot1o tribes1 thi ie incorr at . Th 1 

&r-0 d1et1nct both culturnl1y imd linguiat1oally trom th ne1gh­
b0'.ll'ing N1lot1c poople to the ea t of th Nil • 

'rh live on the Nile-Congo we.tor bed , which 1s her 
tho boundary b tween Ogonda tho elg1an Congo, boing 
concentr ted on th1a high str tch or muntr1 (4000 to 5000 feet 
above ea levol) and oproad1np, east mid we t aero s the op n nd 
olmo t tr •lea plain which strotch to th 11 and Uol lleys. 
The ad1 l1v on oitbor sido of th 1le h re it pa e out of 
Uganda into the SUdan. th tern d1 1a a contuain on , a1nce 
man~ o~ th Lugbara r tor to them elves s K di and a good 
propor ion of the ilotlo Aoholi and Alur a of original Kadi 

tock. inc I h ve not y t or ed on the di,, I ahnll 
r r only to tho Lu bllt'a in the r ainder of this report . 

Th Lugbara numbor about 260000 poo lG (164000 1n UgezX!a end 
58100 1n the Congo) 11 ing 1n an ar a ot som 60 mil a by 120 
miles_ S1'1ng an av rara population denaitJ of 35 p r qu r mile 
Thia figure is m16lesd1ng, sines th centr dietriota on th 
N11o+ Congo d1v1de have a density in places of over 100 to th 

qu re milo and some of tho outlying areas sre al.mo t uninhabited . 

In ndo ach county~ tho pre ent a<lm.1n1atrat1ve d1v1aion:I 
is 1n charge of a ultan, o'Bt of whom r m n of et tue in their 
own ole.n but liv1n outside their own cl n r SJ under th are 
akila, about fivg in o cb county~ on~ und r them re Bakungu and 

flat ~a •1~ Theac all pn1d officials and 11nble to transfer . _J 
be Congo the chiefs, known a nkoto, OKl and ev1t , nr 

always tho hored1 ta:ry bends ot n clan fil tfi'O""C'ounty ar • In 
th t rr1tor1ea the count! are mod rn or t1ons ba d n 

1nd1genoua S?'Qllping ; in almost all caoes they are vary ucb l rg• 
than nythin found und r th old eyst • 
'..J • 

at 1 now the o t Nile District ot Ugo.nd was brought \ 
under Belgian dm1n1str tion 1n ieoo. In 1912 it b came part of 
the Sudan EJnd in ie14 w e c ed to Uganda. Before tbi.s date 
admin1c ration a . very slight, eDd on ai le t ono accae1on the 
Delgicm s rr1soq waa killed. B fore 1900 cont ct with the outsid 

orld ha~ been l1.m1 t ed to tho ppe&rilnc of Arab l v r and to 
Rm1n ~ash • 1 and oth r SUdanes troops ho p seed thzo ugh the 
r t th t1m ot th Mahdi revolt . Thi contact a limite« to 

t ' a o.r along the 1lc and eo hardly N'ect d thG Lugbar direct':} J 

ctlthougb tod y thore ro at1ll am f w old m n ho were taken n1 
slav a cb1ldron. 
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The Lugbar ar~ predominantly gr1oulturali ts, although 
they ay once th y ero en ss ntial.ly cattl -o 1ng p opl • Todt 
th nw:lber of liv ~tock 1s not l r o. Tho main food crops, 
frozn wlllch th thick porridge hich 1 th tapl diet 1 prep rt 

c ar1oua i1 t .and 8orgb.ume; ot gr nc cown, 1nolud! 
1.ms1m nd aiz , ch1 fl for b ddit1on c ssava 1s groW?l 

ext 1Y ly both s a tapl nd t n crop. As roli h for 
tho p rrid th r r rown bean , pe , rounan t , s oet 
pot to nd others sat bl • c t nd fish are eaten, 
but usu lly only on pecinl occasions. Excopt for c r ain meats, 
all food can be t n bJ both exe • oat of th paple crops 
are plent in June, t the beg1nn1n of th h avy r ins, 
and th in harvcstn er in octobor-Nov b r, before tho dr1 
o aeon begins tull7. '1'h r 1a an laborat yat or mixed 
c~opp1ng and a yet m of orop rotation. .All fl ld ork except 
eeding and hnrvo ting is done by men . 

Th re ar no o h crops grown, e.11:0 pt a llttl tobacco . 
How ver cony Lugbua go to the south ot U sndn nnuelly, to grow 
tob cco 1n bU.nyoro or cotton in Buga.nd and usog • 

Th 1nd1 nous political yst 
----~M --~-----~-------~--------

In pit upor1npoe1tion of th od rn cim1n1s biv 
yet , th 1nd1 enou pol1t1c l eyst 1a etill ctive nd can 

b observed. xc pt th t it ~s rnroly call into ction t its 
hi r 1 vel • chi fly booaus int r-cl f uda r now torb1dd n. 

The Lugb rahave about ~1tt7 patr111n sl clane, euru; all 1 
clan r conaldorod to b or equal t tu and of equ l genealoglca: 
depth, tho founding nnooetor of aeb clan boing the son of Dribidu, 
th tribal. ancoo or . Clans are di parsed torritorially, the 
1nd1v1du 1 a gment lso being cal.led ~: I sh ll refer to these 
se ento a s ction • ch clan h 1ta nwno hich 1 elso given 
to it Section , 81ld clan and clan ct1one r xogamous groups . 

ach cl n a nt cons1 of ev r 1 or1b , which I shall c 11 
11n , althougp I do not know y t h th r or not w m y speak 
or •11n go syet t 1n thi socioty. ihero re al o smaller 
.and t rr1tor1ally di t1nct or1ba; th o line ges however re not 
pol itic l independont, but r att ched to t rr1tor1 lly djacont 
cl n soctione ot iftor nt cl anc stry. ~uoh S ct1on 1th 
attached lin a~ s 1 ono exog£:noua group . and 1 al y consider 

s boin 1.ngl unit 1n poltticsl. attera. ever l Sections 
bel ng1ns to dirt r nt clan but all territorially dJ cont form e 
lsrg t rrltorial group hich is lao rofcrr d to a suru, and h1ch 
I call a District . Di trlct 1 not an xog oue uiir£"; lthougb 
lt is bound tog ther by cert ln political nnd ritual ties . Th 
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Di triet ia pur ly territorial unit, but 1o lw 7 cpoken of in 
lineag term , th t is to eay, genfialog1eal group descondod from 
one anc tor. Al o lthough it is oon id red ln these t rms, it 
1e not un111n al de c nt group as is a clnn or 8oct1on, but .) 
tnclud om n of different c1 n r~111vt1on • 

o illu t~ t thi syst Z hall d acr1b one uch D1 trict , 
~vurr (not tho pr a nt d 1 dmi:nist~ tive unit of Vurra, which 1 

1d r gl'Oup1ng, but the 1.ndigenous group) . Vurr ie n ar a of 
som four Quare 11 a and consi ts ot silt zog ou clan Sections, 
EZuko, AJono, '1'11 vu , uba, Anzu and. :y1o . ch of thee aro segm.anta 
of clans which hnv otheI' e1milarl1 ne.med segm nts el ovmere in 
Lugbaraland. ch of those six sootiono conn1et of sovoral line e , 
soma b lng e ~ont ot the cticn it elf end de oendM from the 
clan nnc stor -- theo lineages are reterr 6 to n k rib -- and 
othora b 1ng att ch d linages -- r ferred to onyiba (strangers). 
The e any1b 11n g a re segments of oth r clans and ea auoh bave 
d1f'foront anoc tor • ombora of any1b lines ca re tllus mb r of' 
two xog ous roup , the clan ectron to which they are ff listed 

nd it related o nta and aloo their own par nt cl ne . The 
soction of zUko in Vurra consists or 1 t 11noage ; f1v kariba 
l~neo os, Earib , Any ya, OlUko, Androvu and yivu, ho have one 
com.~on enc stor, d thl-oe anxib 11n ago , Ny c (parent 
clan yne in the..Qongo, end ottacho& by- d cent from Ny ca 

an m rr1ocr-'an o girl). Orivu (p rent clen Or1vu 1n th 
Con o. and ettach d by d scent fr nn Or1vu an c ptur d in w r), 
mid oo ( 11n g d sc nded trom a1 ho once tt ohed h.1 self 
to uko in a aarvilo position) . Clo.n ctiono y o be •attached' 
•1th1n a Di tr1ct ( e . g . in Vurr the ction 110 le d c nded from 
a 01tt rent nc stor than tho othor fiv eection ). but t this lov l 
the att ch d group is not term.Gd anyib --th srou ore ~egarded a 
b ing of th em etntus and genelog!cnl depth. The situation 
in wh1 ch t is cl n ey t hes most s1gn1.t1oanoe today 1 in the 
regule.t1on of msrrlag (th re may be J..nterlocking eyatome of 
exoga..:,ou l1n a. s explained above)~ in ritual. and 1n th est blish­
ment ot man 1 e octal status -- he is pl ced in Lugbnr ooiety 
by membership of clan, seot1on and lin age . woman doeanot cbang 
hor clan era 11 tion at a:rriage: she sl aye rem 1ns n member* of 
he~ t h r'• clan -- th1e is oapocially vident 1n itu lt on 611 
r~tu l occesiona h 1e member of her parent clan fl?ld s orifice 
.for hor cnn only bo d by her f'at h r or brother• not by he hu8band • 

cross this system of d1spoP ed clan end line there 
di v1e1on of clans into those callod 1d1 and those c 11 d Luu . 

Clans known s Luu or those 'poesess1ng ~ • : ~ is tub rculos1 
or any similar ch t campl int , the poss ;serng ol'T7li1ch passes in the 

al l1n only. 'di clens do not havo ~· 'di nd Luu re 
concelv d of boing complot groups of WhICh the clans re 
components; thee groups, a•d.1 sJ'ld Luu, o.re th ms lvoa called sul'U. 
Clan belo~ to differ nt .2.!!I!!-d1vie1one h different eustoms---

t de th, l>ut other 1 thcr appears tod y to b no other signif'i­
oanc in tho diV1eion. For example, in Vuur District tho sections 
of uko, nzu nd uba are Luu, lh.1le Nyio. Ajono and T1levu 
ar Ma 1d1, but there re no reflect ions of tbi d1v1e1o n in marriage 
tiae bet oen th • 1 thin a Luu section th&ro m "1 be ttached 
line geo ho nr l o.•d.1, and vice versa. Thia div1o1on ia found ----
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is found throughout the Lugbarn countryi n 1ther di 1 ion ha ny 
pocial t tus ueh n being 1own rs of th land', e ha otten 

b en found in othe ocietie with dichotomy ot this kind . I 
u p ot that 1t ay r fleet th t ofold m r tion of th tugb re. 

1nto th 1r pr s nt h , on d1v1 ion com.in from th eat vi th 
South Sudan d th ile Vall y ( 'di} th e oth r co 1ng 
directly throu th Con o (Luui th re 1 D1 tr1ct c 11 d Luu 
~n the v ry •tot ngbaralcnd) . But t nt this 1 onl conj ctur • 
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t tus 1n this .for.molly 

om an 

oncl kin 1 t rm1nolo 1 to b s en 
clan y t • The clan etion 1 th limit ot tt)!a 

Jtb ra of other sections within h1eh th p k r 
r l t1vo all r forred to bo th t r a, ceord1ng to 

n will ref r to 11 mtlleB in hie other' clan ction 
brother and to ell females oth r) irr opoct1ve of 
r t tue dif for nces tth 1 b r co lsed betw n 
of th t section. 

~o ritufll y t 
-------------~~--

Th nc tor-cUlt hs two sp ctsc 1t 1 a et of oc1al 
n ct1on and 1 l o re.fl ction of th lin ey t • 'l'h 

syst of aoc1al. sanctions b which 1ntr -cle.n r l tioncllipa nr 
controll ltno t ent1rolr found 1n th ~cestor-cult . In th 
1nd1g nouo s7st pol1t1oal (inter- eotion or int r-d1etr1ct) 
~el t1on h1pa were 1nta1ned by th 1natttut1on ot tb teudJ 
toa '1 1t pl.ac ha be n taken by the Government dm1n1 t t1 e _ ... _ 
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Th h d 'b or lao h hr1n to th 
pie l nno etor of th orib • his hrin (tiri) 1e pl cod 

outside h1e hut b n ath a tree (no special tieOT and 1£ in th 
form ~f a flat atone with hol in th mladl , pl c d upright . 
In ddltion th •h ar of certain lin s h v h:rin to 

al1GIJ, ho 1 not n anc stor , but p1r1t c t out of 
nothing ('11 tha in~•), and who can bring c rt in p rticular 
1lln 1f not npp ; h9 1 ro rd d n •b 1 nging' to 
c rt 1n clnna . The heed eld r of cl n o otion ha a 

t-

tir1 ehrin to th ap1cal ancestor of that ction. 

Th Lugb rn boliovo thnt great deo.l of m1sfo tune is the 
result of w1tchcr rt, by ltl.oh anooators nrc persu d d to br1ng 
rniafortun to other • !rh re aro t o typ a of itchcr fti ru , 

h1ch r f r to tho uso of' eupe:rnatur 1 po or by •b w r-sgainet 
member of his o 1b (ho 'whisper 1ns1do th Jrijo1 nnd th 
enc tor co.rry out hie roqueat for pun1ehm t • d olo ru, which 
ref r to aorf c ry 8 inst people of oth r clan • lf mani is the 
victiI:l ot ol ru be 111 build a dr1lonz1 nr1n , d 1cat d to no 
particular mlcontor , but to 11 in gon rUl . In addition there aro 

om doz n or so oth r types or shrin hich r built on 
particul ~ ooc s1ons . 
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Lugbara l bour :migr t1on 
~~-----------~-~-------~ 

Lu bar oc1 ty 1 at present und rgoing fairly r p1d 
ch nge, du to the 1mpcct of th mirop an dmin1stret1on and a 

oney economy. on y is now tho nl o t univ r al moans of ~ 
xchsngo (althouf)l yot thero 1 no word tor •buy• or 1 ell 1 , 

· but only for 1 cxchc.n ' , bich is us tor nll such tr ns ct1ons, wb 
v1h thor t mnrkot or th exObsnge of wit for b 1de alth}. 
It 1e, ho~ v r, noticenhl th t the pric s of c oa1t1 s nr not 
y t al aya sdju t d to •tr ' mon y conomy; v lu of 
tr d1t1onal handmad article { rro , kno s, tc) 1 et1ll 

1v n in term ot othor similar co odit1o • Wh n th o 'o uival nt' 
v lu c aro trnn latad into money terms th y arc oft n quit 
disc~ pant ( •8• all pot may be orth two ho s. but in 
mono7 terms a runnll pot is worth two ah1il1n a nCI one hoe tlr.lilll'l!ii'.!1. 
four shillings). 

There re, a I h ve aaid, no c o crops grown by th Lugbarl 
in t a1r own district, and to ~~rtt.,t~x nd oth r mod rn mon y 
demon , th y sell tb 1r onlf7~8~~y, the1r labour . Th re 1a 
no local d o.nd, o th Y o to th south, to unyoro, ug nd 
Bueo a. odey n fair proportion ero beginning to buy land thor 
and grow cotton nd tob ceo, but to do this t oy muot f1rot earn 

on y, and g l bour for Indinns nd o a.no 1 th trnditio nal. 
r on for oing 1n amboni•, •to the ot r 1da' (ot &k lbQrt). 
By no this trad1 ion is woll est bl1sh d (it dat s rr bout 
1925, but h r ch d its prevent sc l only 1n th l t t y r ) 
end th r ar p rte or Bunyoro anc1 Bug nds with lon -a ttl d 
Lu bars vill g , 1th the ettler liv ng per an ntly and n v r 
com1n ho e or ending monoy b ck. b s en 1lost 1 to thcirj 
1'am1llae , but n rtb 1 s ties m lint n d nd 1 t 1 a eeumcd 
th t th y will come hom on day. ~ 

Th p n onthsfo~ migration southw roe r Jul1- eptembor, 
ftor tho planting, rmd moot men c~~e l ck bout n1n months lator . 

The so 1 of the m1gr tion may be soan f~om thr toll wing £1 ureea 
thy arc for Lugbsra m lee only (the nub r of iv 1 emeJ.l): 

1947 outh rds: 8205 Ugand Lugbar ,2567 Con o, total 10'7172. 
orth rd 6456 n 2152 " " 7588 

1948 Southwa:rde: 6379 " 19 5 1 8344 
c ~ Northward s 5870 " 185 n 7725 

19A9 South at'd s 5555 " " 25 " 8119 
I§'50 not yet veil blo. -

I r 11 th t tro~ th se figur e no 
ad ; th y r only giv n hero to sho 

Uut th r 1s cl r 1 n big 'loso' of i> opl ho do not 
~a xtont to which th1 migration of young dult men 



the loonl ty y be o n fro tho fl ur s of m n absent 
fFom their ho~ a t the present moment from two clan a ctions in 
the are h r I am working: 

In uko a ction, or 732 tmtpayer , ?S (10 ) a~a a y; of those, 
21 hnv bocn way one y ar, two y rD and 38 three or 
more yo r ( ost of theE 38 ar r erd d h re s 'lo t•) . 

In Op1k s ction, of 457 taxp y r , 107 (2A ) are aw y; of thos , 
44 h vo b n way on year, 14 t o ye r and 4 thre or o: 

It hould b noted that these a~e both thickly populnte<1 are o. 
Th re re corr l tions bet~een numbers of men aw ¥ nd the den ity 
of population, and also b en numb re of bn nt mon and th 
popul r or unpo ular behaviour of fr1ccn gov rnm nt offic1ela: 
thl may t fir t a poar frivolous r a on, but it tho one given 1 
mo ost often b7 1nfol'm nte. It is th r son iv n :oo, for xamp: 
to x l in the diff r nee in proportion of b nt n fm • uko 
and Op1ka. g1 en bove. 

Th in e son for oin e ut 
cannot be gain d locally. It 1 extr 

1s to cquire 
lJ d1f'f'1cult 

1nf'ormation on th1 point, 
eo f r s ow th t the ver 
ft r nine onths 1n t 

shillings. plu f w good 

These f1guron ny f;iv somo 1 ea tr t 
d taile an rolinbl snnly le muot w it for 
of Lu bar oc1cty in g neral. 

Vurra, e t 1la, 
9 Ootob r 195 • 

probl : any more 
d p r anal.7a1s 
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