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' This paper is a first fruit of research for completing a
book to be entitled The Westmingter Parliamentary Model ad
Eighteenth-Century Indis. The Indian Council of Historical Research
awarded me maintenance grant for temn days in 1973, and a Travelling
Pellowship for three months in late 1977 to undertake necessary
archival and library work at Oxford, London and Edinburgh for
updating infomation about post-1961 finds of the scattered Melville
Mgss. This collection of private and demi-official papers was built
up by Heary Dundas, 1st Viscount Melville (on whose policies about
India I had written my Oxford D.Phil Thegis), by his Secretaries,

and by his son and successor in the control of Parliamentary
consideration of Indian and naval affeirs as well as Scots conservative
politics, the 2nd Viscount. In 1977 ,Iwas also able to consult in
the British Museun State Paper Room é new and rare nulti-volume
edition (by Sheila Lambert) of the House of Commons Sessional Papers
of the Bighteenth Century; as well as the steadily growing literature
on the reign of George III. Most of this is not available in our
Indian libraries. These enquiries will fomm part of am int roduction
to the volume to place the constitutional position regarding British
India in proper perspective. e

I an thankful to the Master and Fellows of St. Catherine's

College, ad to the Warden and Fellows of Nuffield College, ab

Oxford for uaking visiting facilitics available, waich -‘l‘q’
e ™
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write in peace during the autumn of 1977. The Indian Institute
gsection of the Bodleian Library at Oxford gave me excellent
research facilities.

A first draft of this paper, in a different fom, was
presented to the dodem Indian History Section of the Indian History
Congress at Bhubaneswar in Decamber, 1977. For rushing that
msterial into script, at that time, immediately after my retum %o

- Indis, I remain grateful to members of the typing pool and
cyclostyling staff of the CSSSC; md, as always, in whatever I write,
to V.A. Kutty. I am grateful to Asok Sen for his perennial
encouragenent and personal sustenance; and to Sunil Munghi for his
gentle yet fim insistence on prising this script away from me for
the Occasional Papers Series.

-



(a) Iotroductory:

The British imperial system in the mid-eighteenth century
was loose and hazy in its outlines. It nl nore a set of specific
conjunctures, creabed by British colonialists or traders, wo.
interacted with local circumstances, in as far flung areas as the
thirteen colonies on the Atlamtic seasboard, tropical colonies in
the West Indies, coastal settlements in India, such as Wadras, Bombay
wd Caloutta (locabed in Bast India Company 'factories' since tha
aevmtéenth century), as well as not very successful trading points
in the BEast Indies and on the China coast. Rays of trade relations
ananated from British ports, such as Bristol and London interlinked
by pattems of 'triangular trade'. This network flowed info laktice
structure : re-export of the bulk of final imports, from the
jntemational entrepot of London to countries in Burope or the
Anericas, where such coamodities were in denand.

Such mercantile relations, typical in variegated and somewhab
soribund formm in all other Westem European comaercial powers, did
not have any particular constitutional format. There were sets of
conventions, based on interpretation of existing statute book laws
When new circuastances arose, reference was generally nade by legal
counsel to traditional precedents; references exceptionally labem®,

wnd hasdly yot to be considered songkibutional copvenbions.
I W&

New circunstances of change were faced in ¥he lake 4%
then in quick succession during vhe 1760s and 1770s. The Sewe
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Great of Prussia, the British fought against the Habsburg monarch
and the Bourbons, ushered in these changes. The British people's
natural interest was the European war. But their real profits
accrued in the domain of colonial trade, William Pitt the Elder,
who had energed as the doninant war leader with strong support

fron the West Indian serchant interest, developed a clear concept
of holding and aggrandising the Empire in st rong-points over the
far-flung Atlantic and Indian Oceans, so as Yo give the British Navy
striking power against France (Britain's major colonial rival since
the Colbert's days in the seventeenth century).

The most resounding successes were gained along the Bay of
Bengal coasts.. Baging himself on successes aéainst the French in
a previous Camatic War around Hadras, Arcot and T richinopoly, Robert
C1ive in 1757 thrust north-eastwards against Siraj-ud-daulah in
coamand of a Telinga sepoy force led by Bast India Company officers,
and naval transport led by Adniral Watson. The young Nawab of
Murghidabad. was embroiled in a usual mid.,-eightaenth century Indian
provincial court succession-struggle. He had taken congequential
punitive measures in 1756 against the coupany's factory in Calcutta,
leading to his share of responsibility for the old Fort William
atrocity. He was routed at Plassey. Clive installed Mir Jafar, the
Nawab's ugole-by-aarriage on the surshidabad agnad. The Company's
inevitable etangleacnt in the territorial affairs of the Bemgal and
Bihar gubdd, led to consideration by Clive the metropolitan imperial
decision-aaker Ritt the Elder, of what choices should be taken for
stabilising the fomast and structure of the new conquest.

, 9
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The arrmganenté took twenty-five years to complete and
were part of a broader set within which the less mceuﬂﬂ inperial
arramgeaents for colonists of British extraction on the North
Anerican Seaboard were also being atteopted. While the measures
of George Grenville, Rockinghan, Charles Towshend, North, and
Lord George Gemain led to the Amcrican War of Independence in the
17708, the Company's new Indian domain. was treated as if its
population were the British people's sub;ects by conquest, prone
to alien whims about constitutional :Lnnovation, although for expedient
‘purposes the fiction of Mughal sovereignty was scrupulously naintained.

British mercantile colonialism's American po]iéy net with
disaster because it was clogged by traditional ideas o'f'parnmmtm
representation. The same precedents were given different ideological
foms by sets of people and parties on either side of the Atlantic,
who had a comauon fund of nenories about constitutional and legal
history, from which they could draw oppoo:lte conc]nad.on..' The
trouble for the British Whig executiva in the 1760s and early 1770s
was that the North American colonial leaders.had.a fund of archéic
Whig ideas, froo which they could build a congervative as well as

1. Joha Brooke, King Geozze IIL (Panther Ban. 1974, first published
uaandm.m. : it




Nvo.lut:lonsry 1deoloa.2 On the other hand, British India in its
enbryonic fom was treated by imperialist policy-nakers and
legislators, as a fgbula raga, on which arbitrary ideas of authority,
derived not fron the laws of peace, but from the laws of Westem
European conquest, could work its political will. Series of
pariiaamtary enactoents gave constitutional shape to this inposition.
Henry Dundas, the linking-pin in the continuity and change which can
be discemed in these enactnents was much influenced in his ideas,

by predises derived from Pitt the Elder and Clive, though the
gystenic work of both—fren-which he leamt, was developed in 1765-67;
and not in the perlod now being discussed. It is worthwhile
considering what the initial arrangenents were. Before analysing

the data, it is worth noting the import of a recent historiographical
trend in writing about this period.

(b) Higtoriography:

The late V.P. Harlow, Beit Professor of Coaumonwealth History
at Oxford's posthusous publication, Tho Founding of the Second

2. Brooke, lgc.cit. explicates the way in which the old Whigs of
Britain worked according Yo parsimonious principles of public
expenditure, leaving a minioud of activity and revenue to the
royal Civil List : On p.273, he writes: "...in general the Whigs
were not Mpoﬂa;iltl- vosWllian Pitt .. at best no more than
half a Whig (propagated) the thoory that it was desirable to

. acquire colonies in order to spread the gospel according to the
revolution of 1688 to the unconverted parts of the worlds To
the econonic motive for colonization was now added a nissionary
eal, Pitt the firet imperialist in modem British history dug
the grave of the Whigs. Britain was no P
but an imporial power". While the ideology and nissionary zeal

“that this tumod out to bo Chatha's objective mie
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British Bapire, YoL.11? trests the period from 1757 till 1780 merely
as an interregnum in his own imperial tradition when British Indian
capi re-builders sought to find institutional safeguards against a
repacity and chaos in their owm policies, which was detrinental to
British national profit in the era of mercantilist crisis. Implicitly
noving in the tracks of m early forulation, in 1930, by his
predecessor a8 Beit ?mfeemr' (o£’Colonial History), R. Coupland,

tnat British ioperialisn in eighteenth century India wes aarked by

two periods, colonialigt rapacity till 1784 and moble trusteeship

£ill Pitt's India Act .4 Harlow saw the emergence, in fact a few
years ecarljer than 1784, of ideas of adninistrative reorgmig_atm and
efficiency, as. well as of a swing, away fron America, lost tcliv
nercantilist exploitation (after the Shelburme T reaty which narked
the conclusion of the War of Independence) to the BEast. Harlow played
down the premises of exploiting India for British national profit °
which Coupland, more of a pristine jmperialist, had discemed in
Robert Clive's already well known letter of 1759 to William Pitt, as
well as in the Blder Pitt's response.

Phie now thesis - or rabber the revival of the lake nineteenth
century type of bourgeois authoritarian historiography which believed

3, Vincent T. Harlow, The ¥
1763=1793 Vol.II, L&
pp.5-6, particularly ©
nay be noted in Professor
problea of the developnant of the constitutional
between India and the British Parliament in the
he talks of Clive fron 1757 and Pitt the J
out the cmcial correspondence of the dth
which would have bean a key to the latter's stan
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that what was better ruled was best - is given concise and sophis—
ticated form by Dr. P.J. Marshall of King's College, Londonm, who in
1969, in his now characteristic low-keyed and modest vein of
understating all detemined aspects of 18th century British
i.mperialisn.s secs in the growth of British responsibility for the
control of the governaent of the Indian coastline, an initial lack
of political will to penetrate into the actual arena of govemance,
of serpentive meandering and geotly gradual agsunption of
responsibility, as a result of imperial and constitutional crises

in 1782-84 in Britain itself. The Harlow-darshall approach, common
jn current Commonwealth nistoriography, keeps not only early British
rapacity in Bengal, but also political planning and detemination
of the policy-makers who first thought of guiding the exploitation
of Bengal's natural resources jnto British metropolitan national
channels of profit, out of the main focus of historical debate.

The impact of early colonialist rapacity on the dis-
integration of the breaking-down lughal revenue gystem, has, in fact,
been faced in a far more straightforward fashion by historias
such as Narendra Krishoa Sinba and Abdul Majed Khan. But their
regearch concems were revenue regulation, regional economy, and
the expression and impact of the fomer within the transitional rling
clase polity inside Bengal. In fact Khan in his seminal and
excellent book, does deal with parts of the data given below, as part
of the British iaperial frauework with which traditionalist Bangal

e e 1st-1813
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officials had to deal.6 The superordinate olements of policy, what
I have called the colonialist premise, which runs like a red-white-
and-blué tracer through the confusion of the British impact on
eightoenth-century India, has been understated by British poqt—
colonial historians and been relatively ignored by Indian and
Bangladeshi post-independence historians.

Some straight political degcription may be useful to disrupt
the over-specialised and narrowly linited constraints, which the
new discipline of pure ecomomic nistory sets in studying imperialisn,
starting up "England's Work in India".

ir. Lue Dats

Soon after the battle of Plassey, neasures were taken %o
demarcate the British state's sphere of influence over the autonomy
“ of the Bast India Company, s0 as to legitimate within the British
constitutional system as it oxisted at the time, the potentially
aormous increase of walth and territorial influece. Before this,

60 'on Sinh&, T "ne COnod

m%ﬂm ’ Caloutta 1968), pp.23-2 E
cursorily covers the pi amwmuﬁm% 3
probles, Some of the ovents in 1759 discussed in the tox of this
Pm_‘th.n‘n‘bamomaww_ :
are noted by the keen oye of : 180,

ey




the state had cheerfully accepted the amorphous autonomy of corporate
business enterprise, subject to normal early eighteenth century
rules of excise and taxation which its charters had conferred on the
Coapany' s operations in India and the Bast Indies. The story of
the events that led to the change uay be recapitulated to eaphasise
the warlike conditions in which the change was considered.

From the 1740s, conflicts with French merchants - known as
the First and Second Camatic Wars - had started as parts of attempts
for greater political influence by European merchants holding almost
oxtreterritorial jurisdiction on the Camatic coast'. The opposed
Navaiyat, and Gopama Pathan, factions of Musglim nobility contesgted
for power in the Mughal Subahdari of the south-eastem coast of
India, south of the river Gundlekamna (bordering what might be called
Andhra) notionally upto Kanyakumeri. This territory was called
Payenghat Camatic and was de Jjure under the influence of> the Viceroy
of tho lughal Dakhia, the Nigan of Hyderabad®, These local wars

7. A good account of the origins of this process will be found in
'3.F. Richards "Buropean City States on the Coromandel Coast"
in the Felicitation Voluae presented to Prof. H.K, Sherwamni, ed.
by PM. Joshi (Hyderabad, 1975). I regret that the only copy
of the volune that I know of in Calcutta, is not available, &b
.. the moment of preparing this seript, for me to give the exact
reference. - : s

6. Mention will be found aboub the ethnic coaposition of the early
: eighteenth century Camatic HMlughal nobility in Raja R. Ram, The
awabebix cot Trichinopoly, 1912). Nore details are given
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broadened into generalised conflict wherever English and French
Companios traded on the Indian coastline. As a result the appetites
of both were whetted for increased political influence in the highly
fertile and potemtially export-orleuted Gangetic delta, where
sinilar factional succession disputes existed among the Bengal
Subehdari nobility. Here, an internally divided ruling class was
crippled by Harpatha raids amd Afghan mercenary subversion. In 1755,
died Alivardi Khan who had come to regional authority after usurping
it in 1739-40 and had held together the provinces of Bengal -and
Behar, These had been trmcated froa geographical proxinity to the
Hyderabad coastal Sarkars by the loss, ratified by treaty in 1751,
of Orissa to the Bhonsle fanily of darathas of Nagpur.g

It wes in Bengal, rather than the Camatic, that the English
Compeny hit the jackpot. Initial reverses in meddling in disputes
between Alivardi's grandson and successor, Sirajuddaulsh and a sub-
regional officer in Dacca led to the Black Hole disaster of 1757.
Adniral Watson and Colonel Clive sailed up the Hooghly river,

recaptured Calcutta, stomed the French factory at Chandemagor, amd
corrupted the bureaucracy at the capital city of wm”

Plassey was a walkover. Iomediately after the reconquest of Calcutta,

the London Directors of the East India Company applied to Pitt the
9. Deteils will be found in Kalikinkar Datta's compandiua on

(clM‘U‘. '”’p ’

10. mimwmt period 21, .
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the Southern Departuent and as such responsible for all decisions
regarding colonial as well as Bast India Conpany affairs, as well
as for diplomatic rolations with France and Southem Europe, and -
as such for the conduct of the bulk of the war and diplomatic
concems of England's share of the Seven Years' Iar).“ The Directors,
interested in primitive accuculation of gains, as asuch as in vegular
percantile activity, wanted Govermient sanction to take a "iloicby

of the Booty" in the division of the plunder " fron Moors". Claimants
were the Royal Navy's Adairal, Watson and his officers on the one
hand, and the Govemor amd Council of the Company at Fort St. George
(idadras) who had despatched Clive and his troops, on the other. The
decigion was royal. Pitt asked the royal legal officersy 4he
Advocate (G. Hay), the Attomey (Pratt, later Lord Camden) and the
Solicitor-General (Cnarles Yorke) for their views.12 Their report

was much later printed by Order of the House of Conmons in 1767 when

Elder, one of King George II's Principal Secretaries of State (in

-t 10 t=

1.

120

16, 1757" Hous

Mark A, Thomson, m&mf.ﬁmm. 1681-1782 (1932, new
impression, London, 1968) p.2 - although this standard work
ghows no awarenes that the Company's affairs were the concem

of the Southern Department of the royal executive, ¥ide
Appendix KIII, Bibliography - but this is clear fron 8,C. Hill's

alogue an €0\ Q [ ng

Bacoxds (Tonion, 1921). Tho only o eoret e
this time was for the Northern Departuent : by his personality,
Pitt had hogged tho kudos for his Department.

"Copy of H.i. Advocate, Attorney u@ Souciion-ﬂwll'l Report,




Pitt, then Barl O
and was conduct
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he T reasury I'.“

f Chathan had becone First lord of ¥
3

ing enquiries regarding State control of the Oonp-v.'

State was that the case aid

not fall within the provigion of an oxisting Statute "for the
Encouragenant of Seanen" since it related to the Fremch War pexr gC.
The case pertained %o a separatc war between the Crown and "the
Nabob of Bengal" and voust be judged by general Bules of Law and His
Hajesty's Prerogative". Distinguishing between the Company's "01d
Doainion" of "the Town and Settlement of Caleutta" which should be.

restored, and, on the other hand 3

Their reply to the Secretary of

wal1l such places, as Day be newly conquered
in this expeditjon (which) accrue to the sovereign,
eand are vested in his Wajesty, by right of qpnqmsi'

the law officers concurred with the petition, Al1 noveable goods,

belonging to the Company, being retaken were held %o have lapsed %o

the Crown and could be restored 3 » i

all moveable amd Flunder 3 J
ested in nis Majesty, )
gposing by virtue of his !

vpy stronger Reason,
... froo the Eneny, are V
subject to his power of d&i
known Prerogative".

Gonpeny.'® On a futher request fron Pitt thab they
'3, ARdde Bedde 3- L-ing
14, iBid, ppei-2- b
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fornat for this grant, the law officers suggested

nLetters Patent under the Great Seal ..
nost conformable to Usage in similar Cases".

They also suggested a special clause in these Letters Patent for

excepting (consonant to Equity and "present royal purpose") froo

the grant to the Company

"Recapture of the Goods of private Persons . .
being His dajesty's Subjects, or others, trading-
to the Bast Indies under His ajesty's Protection”.

The Secretary issued the Letters Patent on the 19th September, 1'757.16

Subsequently, the Company huably petitioned George II
directly, that above and beyond the moiety of spoils of war regained
kil in Calcutta, they had incurred heavy cxpases in the war against
,’{i §iraj-ud-dmulsh, It exprossed the hope that in the eventuality of

further wars in the pursuit of their business in the Indies, the
Charter of trade would be extended to include

"all such Fortresses, Districtes and
Torritories within the Linite of their Trade,
ag they have acquired, or nay herecafter acquire
fron any Nation, state, or People by T reaty,
Grant or Conquest, with power to restore, give up
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and disposc of the same, as they shall from
Time to Time, occasion subject nevertheless to i -
your Uajesty's Disposition and Pleasure, as to

such Lands as nay be acquired by Gonguest from

the subject of any Buropean Power".!

The law officers were consulted again., On the 24th Decembor, 1758
they replied that they had called in some of the leading mrac'tor;

of the Company, and also studied carlier Charters : that whatever
property was acquired on Indian soil was according to Indian
potentates' grants to the Coopany. In the present situation, the
Company could not pre-capt the title to future possibilities of
accrual, The Crown held overall sovereignty over it, but its i &
activities insofar as Charter rights permitted were self-deteminatory.
No decision of a newly declaratory nature was jndicated at that 4

juncture. o

Pitt, however, to relieve the finmeces of the Company which
nad helped in what was after all m ioperial war, issued further :
Lettors Patent delagating to the Company the privileges of retaining 4
all booty gained from native enenios, exclusively using the Coupany's
owm troops, and of ceéins, if necessary, according %o troatics with
native powers, fortresses and territories previously im the Compmy's
possession, Although these Lettors Patent did not cxplicitly admit
mmw-.wmmmaummmmwm 2.5

B o saat Tndies to the King (no date nﬂ?‘ '
S .v Bs «

R T o e,

e
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torritories, they went a long way towards the acceptance of tmls.19

The law officers of the Crown stated the precedents for
British sovereignty and its reservation for purposes of future
necessity over possibilities of British Indian Bupire. Pitt the
Elder was necessarily uore pragaatical in granting leeway to the
Coapany's colonialisa,. Already in 1757-8, long before British
Conmonwealth historians have dated the trend, the issue of the legel
title of British state power over colonialist activity in India had
been settled, in its intricate coalition of interests betwegn the
colonialist aspect of the metropolitan executive, the Conpmy-, and
the free merchants (either subjects of the British Crown of foreign
traders working under its protection). The conpamy and the free
nerchants were technically subordinate to royal executive authority
according to the Charters of the Crown in Parliament, This preaise
would guide all future eighteenth century British legislation
regarding India.

| fhe Company Directors had discemed the gems of a new
N Bapire in accruals of territory in the 24 Parganas waich surrounded
Calcutta on three sides (with the Bhagirathi River, an offshoot of
the Ganga, to its east), as well as of political influence gained
over the Murshidabad Nawabi, through Mir Jafar's installation. Yet,
there was no question of abrogating or overhauling the ancient

; (Mo‘

s foa the letbam of
tor m, 1757 and Jauary 14, 1758".
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constitution of England in so far as extra-territorial necessities ‘
could be previsaged. The old traditions of the first British : - _‘""'
Bopire which had been formulated in the Elizabethan and Stuart

periads and were based on the culture of prinitive accunulation by

neans of plunder, freebooting and settleament by rights of conquest

still dominated state policy. In 1757, this was as auch guided by

the still temse fortunes of war in America and Gemany, as it was

encouraged by the fillip of the Bengal victories. Neither Pitt the

Blder nor the Directors of 1759 were auch removed froo colonialisn

of the early variety as practised by Walsinghan and Cecil in the

time of Elizabeth I, or by Oliver Cromwell, or by the Barl of Halifax

in the earlier years of George II's reign. There was nothing

renarkably innovative in the Elder Pitt's neasure.

‘Acknowledgedly traditionalist instruments of state action
in omegeantile expansion in the Indies pemitted various types of
outpost initiative - sharing out naval booty, protection of ‘
conmercial intercourse of 'free nerchants' (licensed by the mnqonu
coupany, to trade in sectors where there was a slack in its local
narket command). Such initiatives bred entreprencurs, successful
like Clive or Warren Hastings, or unsuccessful like Vansittart and -
to & cepbain extant — George Pigot of Madras. They were paxt of a
culture of British coupronise between a gentry and landed uagnate
Parlianent and a capitalisa whose basic ihmdhﬂ.q‘“
was to control the European u-npo:liuh:b” QILI0
They were nothing out of the ordinaxy. ’
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§ar as "Clive - that aan not bom for a desk - that heaven-bom
genoral®.® He desolighed a Dutch colonialist abteapt to prise Mir
Jafar out of the latter's gilded fetters (nis assistant, Colonel
“‘ Forde defeated the Batavian reinforcements to their Chinsurah factory
at Biderra, halfway froo the French settlenent at Chandemagor). He
threw back attempts by the young heir-apparent to the tottering
dughal throne at Delhi to assert Indian central authority over the
Bengal Subshdari. 4nd he sent Forde southward across Orissa and the
Northem Sarkars to stall a new Frenc'b thrust north-westwards from
the Camatic, It could be expected that in the new outpost of Empire,
Clive would feel a perhaps comprehemsible euphoria about the prospects
of increasing his masters' income and profit, Wha was renarkable
was his breadth of imperial vision which led to take a Britdsh
national view instead of taking the agtignatical approach common %o

h
U

the Company. The general now rose to the stature of a policy
formulator.

! He believed that further walkovers would attend British

- efforts in a sub-continent, riven by intemecine weakness and faction
in each successor principality of the Mughal Eopire. Dazzled by the
prospects which opened up for national, as well as for corporate
and private British aggrandizement in the Gangetic Plaing, he saw a
vista of British sovereignty over Bengal, sponsored by coapronise
with a grant of authority froo the febrile iughal imperial reanants
in Delhi.

2. Wlliss, Life of Chgthan, I, p.24.
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The circumstances have to be recapitulated to appreciate
the content of Clive's jnitiative-taken, to be noted, six years
before he got Shah Alaa to grant Mughal Diwani to the Company in
Bengal. When Plassey was being fought, the de Jjure nlugha.l Emperor
was Alangir II, the youngest sou of Jahandar Shah (1712-13).

Alangir II had been a seraglio parasite since 1713 during the reigns
of his cousins and nephews. In his father's brief reign, the rot
in their dynasty (begun in the last years of the latter's grandfather,
Murangzeb Alangir) had erupted. ‘Phe senile Padshah was controlled
by the Imperial Wazir (i.e. principal ninister) Ghagl-ud-din
Imad-ul-iiulk, a Turani nobleman, oldest son of Niganul-dulk whose
younger sons had becoae Vicemyn of the Deccan ab Hyderabad.
Inad-ul-liulk had caused the inperial heir-apparent, the Shahgada
Mirza Abdullah, who held the title of Ali Gauhar, to be exiled from
the Delhi court, The Shahzada had sought refuge with the Wagir's
rival, the Nawab of Awadh, Shuja-ud-daulab, The latters' predecessor,
Safdar Jang had tumed the Delhi imperial ostablishuent into a pawm
in the territorial politics of the North Indian Subahs using the
help of the ilarathas of the Southeast (under their Peshwa, Balaji
Baji Rao, who directed the iaratha saran jan-holders of the Zulule-
izl lands of Central India, utilising the noninal sovereignty of
tho Sabara Maharajs, fron his official sest'at Shivaji's old Jagkx 1.'
headquarters at Pune. By 1759, also, the alaost amnua} looting 4
reids on the Punjab and on Delhi, launched froom the northwest by
Nadir Shah's successor, the Afghen dynast, M”“ﬂ
reduced to shasbles the imperial hearbland,




later an as Raghobs) in alliance with the Jabs
harried the Rohillas. ' e

The Shahzada found short shrift in Fygabad, the Awadnh capital,
where Shuja-u&-dmlah was pursuing a policy of judicious non-aligonent ,
In {758, Ali Gauhar incited the Nawsb's Persim polative, Muhammad
Kuli Khan, the govemor of Lllahabad,21 %o attack Mir Jafar in Behar
with a view %o establishing his own control over the riches of
Bengal. Shu ja~ud-daulah sub jugated fluhaonad Kuli's revolt : Ald
Gauhar, who had jndeed approached Clive for help against Mir Jafar,
nich the latter had refused, was joined in this and & second abtempt
in 1759 by soume zauindars in Behar and the Westem fringes of
Bmgal.zz But they were throwmn beck by Clive's troops under the
conmand of Major Ranfurlie Knoxz. In the account of the Shahzada's
eastem expeditions, described as first “Hostile Reactions” against
British rule, in Dr. R.C. Majundar's Higtory of e Frecdon Novendut
in India, Vo]..I,“’!3 Dr. Majuadar is true to his ideological assuaption
that Bengalis, by whoo he means Hindus and not Bengali iluglins; he
does not mention any Bengall Hindu zaajndars fighting for Shah Alag,

21, Details about Ali Gauhar's activities at this tine will be
found in W. Francklin, an
(mm. 17%)-

22, The best account of the years grom 1757 to 1759 from the ughal
viewpoint will be found in Sir Jadunath Sarkar, :
W’ VoL.IT (Calcutta, d edn. 1950, especially,

PPty 152-3, 85). .

Vol.I
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though he does mention Awadhis, Biharis and Marathas (such as
Sheobhat Sathe of Midnapore). Then he refers to ideas of "the
traditional aversion to Muslin rule .. voiced by Raja Rammohun Roy"
a 19th century position-which was taken seventy years after the

24

ovents being discussed, by a man bom about fifteen years after

they took place! The actual nistorical fasts are somewhat different :
"Braja Binode Roy, grendfather of Rammohun served under Nawab
Alivardi Khan, the grandfather and immediate predecessor of Nawab
Siraj-ud-daulah with q:l‘.stinction and rendered useful service %o the
sMughal Emperor, Shah Llun II when the latter came to the Eastem
Provinces ‘as heir-apparent in 1759".25 i

The Wazir Inad-ul-ilulk wrote at this juncture to Mir Jafar
as well as to his protector, Clive, confiming dir Jafar in the
Nawabi, pleading for payaent of revenues due to the Delhi treasury
from Bengal and offering Clive the fomal and personal post of
Diwan (financial ninister of the Subsh) with the additional rigat %o
keep the excess of tribute. Historiography relating to 18th centuxy
India would have it that British entry into North Indian politics
became possible only after the third Battle of Panjpat in 1761, when
the Afghans, Rohillas and Awadhis joined together in defesting and
thus checking the WMaratha bid for hegemony in the North, Bubt
intemeeine faction had already reduced the Indian princes, north of
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the Maratha lands into political jopotence and the call had been
given by a stooge of the Marathas to Clive éo enter theﬁe territo-
rialist games in person. Not 4li Gauhar, but the Wagir, following
$he Marstha precept of mulukziri was the progenitor of the idea of
British Dewani in Bengal, which in 1765 as Burke later said marked
the entry of British inperialisa into the Indian body politic.

This proposal led Clive to open direct correspondence with
Pitt on 7 January, 1759, without knowing sa Calcutta that the Letters
Patent had already been issued to the company. The letter was meant
to be delivered by Clive's secretary, John Welsh who was going home
to organise an interest group acting under his direction on Clive's
‘bebalf in Parlisment, Clive spoks of his hope that the Company
would maintain in India,

"Such & force as will enable then to embrace
the first opportunity of aggrandizing thenselves...
Such an opportunity .. will soon offer”.

Aooording o him, his own noninee as Newab, kir Jafar wes faithless :
the labter's son Miran (who had had Siraj-ud-daulsh surdered in

‘ prison and was suspected of causing the deaths of other relatives

of the Nawsb). * ej

, Konwhwn::lmsm~u1m“un.“
m, l‘w th _<‘ w‘n.
TE O AR '”' 1 e
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In case such unworthy ninions of the Company wanted trouble, 2
force of two thousand Europeans would easily,

"enable the Company to take sovereignty upon
thenselves.. as the natives themselves have no
attachuent to particular princes, and as under
the present Governuent, they have no security for
their lives and properties, they would rejoice
in so happy an exchange as that of a mild for a
despotic governaent" .26

These sentences open up the entire vista of the later
British iaperialiet rabionalisation of Bengal (and in fact of India)
which was to last till 1947 and even later in nostalgic p:l.sionq-
graphy (such as the two volumes of Philip Woodruff's The Map who
Buled India). The comqueror presented a specious apposi to whab
he coﬁptiued %o be mass opinion, prone under years (in this case,
only about seventeen) of seni-anarchy, Specifically, Clive appears
%o have referred to the time of troubles in Bengal, from Sarfaraz
Khan whoa Alivardi had unseated in the 1739 Battle of Giria, %ill
Mir Jafar and Miran's "revolution" which could not have been
possible without the Britj.sh victory at Plassey itself, On a very
narrowly nechanistic view, Clive's i@prialiﬁ mmmm
night seea to devetail with De. R.C. Majuadar' s, use of Raumobun
Roy's arguseats in deamding liberalisation of Press laws in Bengal
Presidency in the 1820s. It is suoh a view thab Dr, m* .
: . : ’ * ol
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his followers have propagated in their bid to emphasise at the cost
of all else that British rule in 18th and early 19th century Bengal
neant deliverance from lMuslin tyranny, for its Hindu inhabitmta.ﬂ
What, of course, Dr. dajumdar leaves out is the fact that plans by
colonialists like Clive and following hin others like Vansittart
and Hestings of a succession of goups 4' gtat, created a historical
fait mn.a A progressive Bengali such as Raouohun Roy, bom
and brought up in such a colonialist appendage of the Empire of
Britain (which itself was going through the Industrial Revolution
towards deuocracy, at that time) could have no altemative but to
nake the most modem use of the consequent realities, short of
actually rising in revolt, The latter possibility is what none, but
the scattered peasantry in different parts of Bemngal, such as
didnapore, Rangpur and dynensingh, and certainly not asong the Hindu
bhadralok intelligentsia and nerchants in early 19h cenfury Calcutta,
mﬂsaged.zg What Rannohun hinself surely took to be a given
constraint in the political choices of a society which he and
menbers of the Bengali niddle class did not challenge is taken by
‘R.C. Majundar as a criterion for hind-sight. Thig is surely not a

valid method for socially scientific analysis of historical motivation,

Z1. Majuadar, Execdoo Moveuent in India, I, pp.43-49.

28, This point can be clarified by reference to Abdul hgod Knan ,
, 1756=1775 (lgg.cik. footnote 6).
29, Pioneering accounts of peasant uprisings in 18th century Bemgal

' have bedn written by 8.B. Cheudhuri
he Britieh Rule in India (1765-185 ‘
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Po retum to the direct topic of this period itself, Clive
hoped to receive "the dughal's sunnud (or grant)® confiming what
ne (in a rether flexidle use of the tem) called the Company's
"sovereignty” on an annual paynent of fifty lacs (Ps.5,000,000) out
of Beangal, to the Delhi treasury. The "Vizier", i.e. Inad-ul-Mulk,
had written asiing him to geb dir Jafar to engage to supply this in
accord with Alivardi's Khen's practice in the 17408 :

"Nay further : application has been nade %o
ae fron the Court of Delhi, %o take charge of
oollecting this payuent, the person st rusted
which is styled the King's Dewan, ad is the next
person both in dignity and power to the Subah.

But .. I au unwilling to occasion any jealousy on
the part of the Subah: especially as I sce no
likelihood of the Company's providing ue with a
sufficient force to support properly so considerablc
a eaploy, and which would open a way for Zaining a
subahehip for ourselves”,

Clive did not cast his employers, the Coopany, and certainly no®
ningelf, in the role of Govemor of Bengal, He took the broader
perspective of the national wealth which could accrue fron Inadeule
Mulk's proposal.

"But, so large a sovereignty aJay possibly
be an object too extemsive for a nercantile
Coppany; and it is to be feared that they are not
of theuselves, without the nation's assistance,
to caintain so wide s doddnion ... Now I leave

. Lliaas, Life of Chakhed, I, R e p———
Tt roforsace (snough oo .2 be Tofors ia
footnote 1 to "daleola, Clive ii, 121 W
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you to judge whether an income yearly of upwards
to two million sterling with the possession of
three provinces abounding in the most valuable
productions of nature and art be an object deserving
the public attention and whether it be worth the
nation's while to take the proper neasures to
gsecure such an acquisition ... which under the
managenent of so able and disinterested a ninister
would prove a source of inmense wealth to the
kingdom, and @ight in tiue be appropriated in part
as a fund towards dininishing the heavy load of
debt under which we at present labour. Add to
these advantages the influence we shall thereby
acquire over the several Buropean nations engaged
in the coumerce here, which these could no longer
carry on but through our indulgence and under such
linitations as we may think fit to prescribe., It
is well wortuy consideration, that this project
may be brought about without draining the mother
country, as has been too much the cage with out
possessions in Anerica",31

The inmplications of this statenent in the history of mercantile
colonialisn are obvious. Clive ended his epistle by predicting
French defeat in Golconda (i.e. in the successor principality of
this Mughal conquest - Hyderabad) and in the Camatic at the hands
of the Coupany's troops; reinforcenents having been sent by from
Bengal, "wholly affeckinz their ruin in that as well as in every
other part of Ind:l.t".32

31, Williaus, p.30 ftot. 2 aentions "the scheme of collecting taxes
for the Great Mogul, for a conglderation which Clive here
calculates at £2,000,000", It appears that Basil Williaus has
confused between the figures of the income and of the land tax.

32. Malcols, Life of Clive, 11, og.sik-




In those days it took wore them eight months for letters
from Calcutta to reach London., Before this one could have reached,
Clive himself received a letter from one of his regular correspondents
the young Coupany's factor, Warren Hastings who had made a nark for
himself by helping in negotiations at the Murshidabad court. On the
17th April, 1759, Hastings remonstrated about Clive's prospective
retiresent from Bengal, before suspicions had been allayed about the
breakdown of the alliance, newly nade between the Company's officidls
and Mir Jafar :

"I am, and always have been of the opinion that
the Nabob is both, by interest and by inclination,
heartily attacned to the English; but I think it is
certain that the people about him, especially the
Mutaseddies / in a footnote, the extractor of this
passage, 3ir John Malcoln translates this as "the
plural tem, as here employed describea all the
subordinate civil officers of the governaent" 7 and
the Seits, who are evidently great sufferers By the
large acquisitions of power which the English have
obtained in this Govemuent, would gladly use every
poseible means to alienate his affection from us
... a8 your absence will encourage these people to
throw off the mask, and the Nabob is but of an
jrresolute and unsettled temper..... I am the nore
apprehensive of their success, froa the expressions,
which he has frequently nade use of, before the '
late atteumpt of the Shahzada, intimating that he o
knew nobody asongst the Bnglish but yourself to 1’“
whom he has amny obligations". T

He expatiated on the fears about
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Hastings continued,

"I know not in what light you may regard

the proposal lately made from Delbi ... of the
further advantages that they nay result from a
nearer connection with that Court (in which your
intervention appears of indispensable necessity)
... nothing can contribute so much to establish
the power of the English in this country on the
nost solid and lasting foundations as ‘an interest
properly established at that Court.

It has already been noted that recent exegetists of the 18th
century British connection with India have found it to their use %o
veneer the starker realities of the conquest in terms of an "inperial
relationghip” somehow thrust upon metropolitan colonialists, rather
than as acts of their natural volition., From this letter as early
as 1759, it is clear that Hastings, then a callow junior yet
entrusted with diplomatic relations in Murshidabad, wheeling and
dealing in self-aware realpolitik with the Bengal bureaucracy, had
gained an even more thrusting, though much the same broad perspective
of conscious eapire-building, as Clive working out policy paraneters
in Calcutta, He was already thinking of his own later premises
about ioperialist liens with the Mughal reanants, which he would
follow with Shah Alan and the latter's Irani followers in the 17708
and 1790s. But his vision was dore short-sighted than that of Clive
and would regain so, He could nover be as confident of Fremch defeat
e Ciive was.

"
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Bagil Willians who wrote in the less apologetic early 20th
century era, dominated by straight-forward ioperialist historiography,
noted then that the "scheme of collecting taxes for the Great Mogul ..
was .. put into practice (in) 1765 during Clive's second temure of
office" when Ali Gauhar, (after the murder of Alaugir II by Inad-ul-
ilulk titular Boperor as Shah Alam II), set the seal on his third
defeat, Shuja-ud-daulah's first one, at the Company's hands at Buxar
(in 1763) by conferring in 1765 by the Allahabad Presty, the jagiz-
altaogha or pemanent and hereditary assignonent of Bengal's Diwani
on the Company, in retum for being established by Clive (who had beem
sent back from Britain to India) as a pensioner in the territories
of Allahabad, Kora and Kara, The Company carved this as la ffer
appendage (one of two, the other being the Benares zamindapi vested
on Raja Balwant Singh, a rebel against the Awadh Nawab) out of Shuja-
' ud-dsulah's gubahdapi domains, From this would follow the British
economic pemetration of Awadh by private traders and even Company
nm:rwmt-,34 the origins of the subsidiary systea practised by
ilalli:l.x.‘lel,35 and Hastings' forward policy with regard to Delhi and his
main competitor in this regard, Mahadaji Sindhia, the daratha
saran jan-holder of Gwalior (frou the time Shah 4lam fled from British
tutelage in Allahabad to Delhi im 1772 $ill Hastings own retirenent
to England in 1785).

34. W uukherjee, "Prade and Bmpire in Awadh"

No.16, Centre for Studies in Social Seiemces,
Wnﬂo best account of this process.
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From Clive to Hastings runs a direct imperialist lineage,
actively thrusting for direct or indirect exploitation of the
richest sources of East India revenue and Middle Gangetic influence,
British assertion of control over Bengal and competition with other
Indian princes for control over the shades of Mughal sovereignty,
both local and pan-North Indian. This was to become a tradition of
interpmetrdtion of a traditionally alien systen of gsovereignty with
their own substance. Right from the political beginnings of the
tradition, its protagonists were convinced that their policy was
bound to be successful in contemporary Indian conditions. The only
intemal difference within it was that Clive, trained in the stable
mercantile factory conditions of the Camatic as well as in the
recurrent and inconclusive Southerm wars, was Qore cautious and
comnitted to influence through indirect rule with genmeral colonialist
perspectives in mind, while Hastings, more recently trained in the
Bengal outposts near Murshidabad, was more narrowly single-ainded
in his pursuit of political imperialiss.

After Clive's death in 1773, there was bound to be conflict
betwean these two outlooks. Even while Clive was in retirenent in
Shropshire and london and was then impeached, his erstwhile henchaan
of 1759, graduated through support of anittu't in the Mir Kasim
crigis and later involvement in the Nawab of the camatic's affairs
at Madras to d.m' intervention in Murshidabad politics in the
17708 now was oonoonttmt with the company's decision to "utndro:th
as Diwan", The later taken in 1765, of opposing the activities of
Company' s officiales in direct control of Bast Indian revenues was

ek up firet by Phillp Francis (noninee of the British Parliament

e
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on the Govemor-General's Council set up by the 1773 Regulating

Act of Lord North) and after his retum %o England, by the Seots
Parliamentary léwyer, and Bdinburgh M,P., Henry Dundas. From these
origins grew the 19th century British imperialist tactic of
"non-interference" in indigenous affairs, provided this did not clash
with broader, more general, colonialist strategy. It was this
strategy within which Pitt the BElder, Clive, Hastings, Framcis and
Dundas all played their parts.

But in 1759, in Britain, the risks appeared even 1oTe opajue
and chancy; though fraught with welcome possibilities to be carefully
monitored. Walsh delivered Clive's letter to Pitt in November, mmd
then wrote his patron an account of his interview with the Seeretary
of State. According to his own account, he said to Pitt that he

"was apprehensive .. that (Pitt) looked upon
the affair as chimerical ; he assured me, not ab
all, but very practicable; but that it was of a
very nice nature. He mentioned the Company's
charter not expiring these twenty years; that
upon some later transactions it had been inquired
into, whether the Company's conquests and acquisi-
tions belonged to them or the Crown, and the Judges
seemed to think of the Company. He spoke of this
matter a little and I cannot write upon if
with precision".

Bither, Pitt did not clearly renember the report, which the Law
Officers - Walsh with an inaccuracy nob ¥ common in ¢ighteenth
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jnaccuracy on Walsh's part since the matter had not arisen for
adjudication in the courts at the time - had given two years pre-
viously, Or, and this seems more probable, he was hedging in face
of a proposition that was indeed remarkably jnnovative, Clive's
jdea would, in 1759, have jnvolved abrogation of chartered rights
by Parliamentary action. It would also have meant the direct
assertion of royal prerogative over Company rights in territorial,
as well as in fiscal gains, offered by Imad-ul-Mulk %o Clive (who,
despite his title of Sabut Jang, gained from the Nawab, was after
all no adventurer, but still a galaried official of the East India

Company) «

Basil Williams summarises this in his typically uncritical
m.ﬂ failing to comprehend the very real contradiction between
eagemess for a revolutionary change in policy, on the part of men
at the Gangetic outposts, and the opaquemess on the other hand of
London ministers, who had to deal with global tensions of a French
war and coincidental difficulties much closer to home, than the

'Gmed Valley. Williams wrote "Pitt evidently felt himgelf in a

difficulty. While admitting that the scheme was practicable he pub
it off for the time on the ground that it involved questions of a

'Vu'y nice notux-e"'.]8 The very bureaucratic "not at all" is by no

means as positive as the biographer would have it. Pitt's reasons

3. Williams, uﬁqLM.. 29 reporting the conversation does
 mot mention Walsh's inaccuracy, and instead takes it for
that 'law officers' were referred to




for speaking "darkly" seem to be more specific than Williams was
prepared to see. Legal and strategic tensions between metropolitan
realities and colonialist aspirations operated throughout the rest
of the eighteenth century (and for that matter throughout the
colonial epoch) in the relations of British state power with its

outposts.

Walsh continued to give Pitt's reactions about Clive's
proposal to take Diwani as part of British paramountey, in Bengal.

... he said the Company were not proper to
have it; nor the Crown, for such a revemue would
endanger our liberties; and that you had shown
good sense by your application of it to the
public".?

This was typical nid-eighteenth century Whig magnate rhetoric. The
"balance"” of the English Constitution was supposed to be so nicely
poised since the 1689 Revolution Settlement between Parliament,
Crown and the judiciary, as well as within the components of popular
elements of sovereignty and the royal executive, thab it was
supposed that it would be toppled over by the accrual of m
financial supplies in the hands of the Crown, Behind the rhetoric
was perhaps a democratic - or at least oligarchic - fear in the

~
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House of Commons of which Pitt was a popular leader that if the
royal executive even honestly took such power over and above what
the Civil List granted to the Crown, successors might use it to the
detriment of the liberties prised by the landed gentry and magnates.
This built-in-concem for rectitude and continuity of principles
was a major element in the maintenance of British constitutional
tradition as a corporate rather than individualistic force. This
was what held back both Pitt and Clive from the personalised greed
that had led Wazirs or military captains in India to carve out
prineipalities for themselves and their own dynasties., This was the
jdeological element that helped tie British nation as a whole to
pass up individual, and opt for imperial, greed.

"Such a revenue would endanger our liberties" and yet it
should be "applied to the public". Both "our” and "public" referred
to what Sir Lewis Namier was two centuries later to call "the
political nation" or "the nation-forming clasa".40 This was that
1imited segment of the British nation represented in particularly
the House of Commons of the mid-eighteenth century British Parliament

40. "For several centuries, the drean of English youth and manhood
of the nation-forming class has remained unchanged - it has
been fixed and focussed on the House of Commong, a modified,
socialised area for battle, drive and dominion", Sir Lewis

(Second Bdn. London, 1957, Pirst Bdn., 1925) p.1. The

clearest account of Namier's self-identification of his subject

%a:qguaomnmyu-unmnmo

cantury House of Commons will be found in
(London, 1971)
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on the eve of the American Revolution. Actually Parliament repre-
sented a compromise between lmded interests and the mercantile
bourgeoisie. The revenue-payers of Bengal were to serve the
interests of this segment of the British public. That was the
assusption on which, the future Barl of Chatham, and Lord Clive as
well as Warrenm Hastings - and for that matter many lesser soldiers

" gailors.and mefchants' ¢lerks who did not yet have the Parli anentary
franchise - were united as’early as 1759.

The real difficulty in Clive's suggestion appeared to be
the instrumentalities and leadership necessary for extracting this
newly accrued colonial surplus, somehow quarantined from contagion
to British liberties under the Company's Charter 3 V

"He said (went on Walsh) the difficulty of
affecting the affair was not great, under such a
genius as Lord Clive; but the sustaining it was
the point; it was not probable he would be
succeeded by persons equal to the task",

Would Clive continue the business to execution, as from his letter,

Pitt concluded was his intent? - Walsh T L

= -

nmﬁﬁﬂ . 'w I bm’“m m m B
would oblige you to retum shortly. I then o
mentioned Van's abilities and thab he was upon the
point Ofbmwéovmtefl-ﬂv' -

“mtoh-oi“u”mma,.
to an objective plane - what eighteenth centu oo —
already calling 'measures not men' - by o
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"I observed to (dr. Pitt) that it was
necessary for him to determine whether it was
an object for the Company or the State; for
I was persuaded that if the State neglected it
the Company in process of time would secure it;
that they would even find themselves under a
necessity to do it, for their greater quiet
and safety, exclusive of gain. He seemed to
weigh that, but as far as I could judge, by
what passed then, it will be left to the Company
to do what they please”.%!

Men, not measures, were still the order of the day, in terms of

the constitutional realities sketched above. The question could
not but be solved within the Whig constitutional balance, which Pitt
for all his imperial statesmanship reyresented. It was of little
moment whether Henry Vansittart was capable of carrying out Clive's
viceregal vision, or whether he tumed out to be a mere merchant ,
chaffering with Mir Jafar and Mir Kasim about fiscal gratifications
to be extracted from these puppet Nawabe (the last, tumed
Frankenstein) on behalf of the senior officials of the Company, as
distinct from the British 'political nation'. :

British political decision-making was not yet prepared to
overset the delicate balance between the Company's chartered autonomy ,
' the limitations on the financial independence of the Crown to the
extent Parliasent was prepared to allow this at the beginning of
Q._oh Hanoverian mn,u and the legal forme of the English magnate

41, Malools, Life of Olive, 1I.

42, B.A, Reitan "he Civil List in Bighteenth Century British
~ Politics 5 - uthmmmwu
Crown" The B , I8, 3 (1966) gepiatia.
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class' reliance on the independent colonial initiative of its
mercantile bourgeoisie. If the walk-over thab Clive hoped for, was =
%o come for the British in Bengal, it was the Company's concem -

provided national profit accrued in the future.

Indeed Pitt, as befitted his immediate concern at the time,
was more interested in the conduct of the Seven YTears' War than in
Indian sovereignty. Walsh had said that in case there was peace,
French attacks were again feared : : :

"if not somehow restrained, they would pour
men into India and be formidable in after times.
He asked me about Mauritius, whether the reduction
of that would not be laying the axe to the root,
and how far it was practicable”. 3

Even if Pitt was not as active an agent in the discussion, as his
20th century panegyrist Williams would have it, he certainly had,
and continued to project, plans %o cut the French sea-lines in the
Indian Ocem.“ Phis was a global and naval dimension, no% the
Gangetic political one that the Oompany's officials in Bengal had
begun to dream of. /

43, #alcols, Life of Clive, II, 127-8 :"Williaus, life of Chatham,
27, writing in a different context |ges the words quoted
. (R “ m ..

above." At the end of a
wtﬁ "

Pitt had suddenly flashed out at :
How far is it practicable". i

Would not the reduotion of that be layix
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Mot ropolitan colonial policy withdrew for the next soven
years, delegating all Indian concems to the East India Company
which its Bengal servants had sought to see subordinated. Issues
of national profit receded into the background till there was an
inflationary crisis in the Company's stocks when Diwani actually
accrued to the company after Clive's initiative in {765 and then
there was a slump in profits leading to public concem after Chatham
became First Lord of the reasury and Prime Minister in 1765-66.

1. Ltera Conclugions:

Sir Jonn Malcolm, writing his biography of Clive in the
:garly nineteenth century, in retirement after rising from the
Company's lowest civil, and later political and military ranks to
that of a Presidency Govemors, sumned up the purport of the 1758-59
0live-Walsh-Chathan comsunications with a sure touch 3

"The line of policy which subsequently marked
. our progress in India is strongly depicted in this
conversation. Mr, Pitt saw, in their infancy, the
difficulties which have so long prevented the final
settlement of that country; and ir. Walsh tutored in
the school of Clive, already clearly discovered the
t'utuu.‘%nevihblo extengion of our dominions and

power"

Malcols comprebended the colonialist case for botter than 206h cantuzy
dons in their ivory towers, who failed to aduit theb

wmﬂnmn«u from the very beginning.

o



The short-paced tactical vendettes, the broader view of
the division comnander and the long-run Fabianism of British
metropolitan colonialist metropolitan strategy still tied to naval
rather than tropical political considerations, all verged on
fundamental changes in 1758-9. Yet they were restrained by
mercantile and constitutionalist traditionalism of the pragmatic
British variety. Missing this dialectical viewpoint, 20th century
imperial and neo-colonial historians treat only Clive's letter as
"one of the most significant documents im the history of the First
British l?n'mpi.re"4'6 but in isolation from its total-pohnoy context,

For instance, Reginald Couplad analysed this document-
several years after it had been utilised for description by Basil
Williams - and that too merely on the basis of its quotation by
another imperialist nistorian Ramsay Wuir of Manchester. Couplamnd
prefaced the analysis by an eXegesis about why the BEast India
Company wae supposed to have nad despite itself, - instead of gdid -
to move into an India, intemally weakened by "strife md anarchy".
Yet close textual analysis of the correspondence shows that Clive,
Walsh and Hastings felt that the Company should be pushed into the
game by the British nation. Coupland chos¢ to 1.0!. Walsh's
report of Pitt the Elder's stand, and he appears to have been
ignorant of the correspondence of Pitt with the Law Officers. He
reduced Pitt and Clive's views to banal trivialdty 3+

— -

4. i, p.80.
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wis Pitt saw nothing wrong in the political
subjection of Ireland and the American colonies,
so Clive saw no other argunent , at least he
stated none, for British India than the fact that
it was a more paying proposition than British
rule in America, It reveals - and this should
make us more careful in our censure - how universal,
how profound, how inspissated was the mercantilist
obsession.

Whatever his principles, Clive's policy was
of course right. In the gituation in which she
had drifted, the only salvation for India lay in
the asswsption by the British Govermaent and
Parliament of responsibility for her, and it was
unfortunate for inadequate as they were left Pitt
wnconvinced" . 47

The Beit Professor of Colonial History in the Oxford of the early
19308 wrote without checking his original sources for this passage.
Clive's arguments were not meant for India's salvation, It is
doubtful if his principles represented Buropean mercantilisn - rather
they were meant for colonialist plunder of underdeveloped land.

41. R. Coupland, s P78
"thpough various causes - the collapse of the Mogul Empire,
the spread of intemal strife and anarchy, the growth of French
rivalry and intrigue - the Company striving now to maintain not
only its own trade but its very foothold on Indian soil was
forced from commerce into politice; and in a few years tine
’ mainly through the genius of Clive; ite directors and agente
were confronted with the agtonishing .. fact that they, a body
' ; of respectable businessmen, had become without at all intending
. or deserving it the political masters of a gigantic area in
Bastem India". This rhetorical scenario ignoree the positive
‘ - : ;

. mum,.m-mutu-nm.muupmdm:
close reading of Hill, Bemgal in 1756=57 , 20C.S The London
yectors were hardly pushed into a oupld by their

- agant hey had a posit of their own and relished
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Pitt and Clive were indeed colonial aggrandizers in the era
of late mercantilism. Both followed policies of increasing British
mercantile capital and its safeguards in an age when one sector of
this in the Thirteen Colonies was becoming restive under the
traditional finaneial constraints of British Parliamentary sovereignty.
Clive's idea of the reduction of the national debt was a memnunti
chimaera. But Pitt's policy of gaining naval and colonial stnn.r
holds, and Clive's tactics of exerting colonial political influence
by means of indirect rule, were to become a quarter cﬁtnry later
in Dundas’' time under the names of the systems of Lord Chatham mnd
of Lord Clive, part of a colonialism, at which even Adam Smith could
not cﬁvil.

Dundas' amalgamation of these systens and his control of t!n.
Bast India Company would buttress the expansion of the bases of
British colonial capital in the transitional era of ogtta].i-.
which was beginning to dawn from the 1780s to about 1815. The hut'
of the Second Camatic and First Bengal Warg and of the Seven Years' i
War was the previsage of this. Justification of the British m
of Bengal by references to intemal weakness alone, rather than by
honestly comprehending the simultameous existemce of -I.M
planned colonialist drive for power and wealth meant for “
profits in the Mm. spotlights a progressional inversion ’
British imperialist historiography, from w.w frankn
umzmuu'm ““‘N oupls
and bis ©0re recent sucCessorS.

-

-
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To sum up.’enaion- and internal contradictions existed
within metropolitan perspectives of copgervatigm, expressed by the
Law Officers of the Crown, gaubious expangioniss, expressed by the
Company's Directors, and congolidation expressed by Pitt, the Whig
House of Commons demagogue, in London as well as within, and
vig-s-vis, outpost empire-building olad in Bengal in 1759, The
latter was already anxious to weld together British as well as
delegated Mughal sovereignty in India. Yot these were intemal
contradictions. Inherent consensus and ultimate combination expressing
the consciousness of common British advantage in exploiting Indiam
1md revenue, led to an ultimately efficient compatibility among
the contradictions. This flowed from their common location within
emerging British capitalist jdeology. Chathan's policy and Clive's
gysten represented the strategy and tactics of early British Indian
imperi alism, Both converged during the colonial crisis, after the
loss of the thirteen celonies, and the end of the American War of
Independence in the period, 1780 %o 1784, in the ideology of Pitt
the Younger and Henry Dmdaa.l‘a At this time, the Company was
finally subordinated %o the Crown cabinet, by now fully responsible
to Parlianent.

48. Coupland shows an imperfect awarencss of this when he latches
on to some words of the Younger Pitt's speech on 6th July, 1784
neounending the ... Bill of 1784 to Parlianent”. vpitt, in fact,
in proposing to do virtually what Clive had asked his father %o
do nearly twenty years before, was giving as his first
he same reason that (live gave - a reason
ed but the son could not reject
ed in the interval to make it irres-
itut ability of India for the
coloniee s the fact that had hmoog‘m

m.um-%_m.d; abed
| O \inking.pin role. Abkd, 208, 7.










1.

12,

13.

14.

16.

16.

.

NRIPENDRANATH BANDYOPADHYAY

ARUN GHOSH, comp.

AMIYA KUMAR BAGCHI

PARTHA CHATTERJEE

RUDRANGSHU MUKHERJEE

llany, No. 8, 1977 and No. 11, 1978)

Communal Riots and Labour : Bengal's Jute
Mill Hand’s in the 1890s (forthcoming in Past
and Present, Oxford)

An Enquiry into the Causes of the Sharp
Increase in Agricultural Labourers in North
Bengal (Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.
Xil, No. 53, December 31, 1977)

Research Notes and Documents Collected by
the Late Pradyot Mukherjee

Choice of Techniques and Technological e

Development in Underdeveloped Countries: '
A Critique of the Non-Neoclassical Orthodoxy ) ?i‘
(Cambridge Journal of Economics, June, i
1978)

On the Scientific Study of Politics: A Review
of the Pasitivist Method (T he State of Political
Theory: Some Marxist Essays. Calcutta,
Research India Publications, 1978)

Trade and Empire in Awadh, 1766-1804




T

l’-f‘”‘w". 5 ” T

; PERSPECTIVES IN SOCIAL SCIENCES :

e 4 o
Volumes of essays on a common theme by scholdlrs in (hvgemrc to be periodically published :

|. ‘Historical Dimensions (Calcutta, Oxford University Press, 1977)

MONOGRAPHS:

Results of research work individually undertaken by the Centre’s staff :
”

SUNIL MUNSI Geography of Transportation in Eastern India
under the British Raj. Calcutta, K. P Bagchi &
Co. (in press)

PUBLIC LECTURES

) 1. ASHOK MITRA Terms of Exchange and Accumulation The
Soviet Debate (R, C. Duti Lectures On
Palitical Economy, 1975 ), (Calcutta, Orient
Longman, 1977)

2. KRISHNA BHARADWAJ Classical Political Economy and Rise w0
pDominance of Supply and Demand Theories
(R. C. Dutt Lectures on Political Economy,
1976), (Calcutta, Orient Longman, 1978)

*
3
4
v
v
:
4
¥
F
!

: in the Nineteenth Century India Perspective
(R.C. Dutt Lectures on Political Economy,
% 1977), Calcutta, Orient Longman, (in press)

‘ M
’ 3, B, NAGANGULI some Aspects of Classical Political Economy




	00000001.jpg
	00000002.jpg
	00000003.jpg
	00000004.jpg
	00000005.jpg
	00000006.jpg
	00000007.jpg
	00000008.jpg
	00000009.jpg
	00000010.jpg
	00000011.jpg
	00000012.jpg
	00000013.jpg
	00000014.jpg
	00000015.jpg
	00000016.jpg
	00000017.jpg
	00000018.jpg
	00000019.jpg
	00000020.jpg
	00000021.jpg
	00000022.jpg
	00000023.jpg
	00000024.jpg
	00000025.jpg
	00000026.jpg
	00000027.jpg
	00000028.jpg
	00000029.jpg
	00000030.jpg
	00000031.jpg
	00000032.jpg
	00000033.jpg
	00000034.jpg
	00000035.jpg
	00000036.jpg
	00000037.jpg
	00000038.jpg
	00000039.jpg
	00000040.jpg
	00000041.jpg
	00000042.jpg
	00000043.jpg
	00000044.jpg
	00000045.jpg
	00000046.jpg
	00000047.jpg
	00000048.jpg
	00000049.jpg
	00000050.jpg
	00000051.jpg
	00000052.jpg
	00000053.jpg
	00000054.jpg
	00000055.jpg
	00000056.jpg
	00000057.jpg
	00000058.jpg



