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ABSTRACT

Based on a multi-sited commodity based cthnography conducted during
August 95 through February 96 in two inland tribal regions ol QOrissa the study
iries 1o identify iemporal and spatial specificitics in terms of the socio-cultural
miliew and techno-cconomic teasibilities. This time-space analysis also helps in
explaining the differences between the two regions with regard to (i) the nitty-
aritty of the production process and (ii) the transactions leading to the outllow

of paddy Irom these inland regions.

Though isolate models of an economy have long since been dispelled ax
myvth yet the mature of interactions linking these inland regions to the larger
cconomy o sulfice the latter’s demand for agrarian commoditics was revealing.
It was observed that the basic produce of paddy was transferred (o urban industrial
centres through a continuum of traders.  These processes have emerged i a
situation where there are no proper infrastructure facilities. Added to this the
seasonal nature ol the supply of agrarian produce and the demand for commoditics
not produccd by the peasantry and the cnsuing price formation implies the
existence of an adverse barter terms ol (ride. [t is in this context that the net

outllow of paddy is considered as graim drain,

Further. to meet the increasing nature of demand. local as well as global.
the methods of production have been evolving over time. To put it succincily

the economies are not stagnant.
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1 INTRODUCTION

The present analysis is more to initiate a debate on some
preliminary findings of a field survey conducted during August '95
through February '96 in two tribal villages/regions ol Orissa. Hence, the
emphasis, based on the survey material, will bc on analyzing economic
interactions which will be helpful in understanding the production
process, Section 4, and the outflow of this produce from these regions,
Section 5. However, before discussing the same some remarks, which
will be helpful in developing an analytical framework, are given in
Section 2. Section 3 introduces the sludy region and explains the nature

of survey conducted. Finally, some concluding remarks are given.
2 ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK

One can visualize an individual’s behaviour, following Mishra
(1993: Chapter 2), as analogous to the Brownian Movement of a particle,
with various possible strategies to opt for. However, in a given sitvation
(which is time and space specific) there will be a number of constraints
which would determine the strategy that the individual would prefer
over others. These constraints could be the socio-cultural milieu and

techno-economic feasibilities.




If any given sitwation with its constraints is considered as the state
of nature then V'zn‘idllsl.!‘(;rcés__ internal or external, would lead to certain
interactions and the outcomes therein. The present analysis will be
confined tonteractions in the four C framework of conditions (situations).
constraints, causes (forees) and consequences (outcomes) inan agrarian
village economy.! Hence the emphasis will be on interactions leading 1o

agricultural production and distribution of the produce.

In the former case individuals either independently or in some
combination will interact with nature which will lead Lo the production
process. Whereas the interaction between individuals will explain the
distribution of the produce, The analysis of the latter will also explain
how the primary produce of the region is exchanged with the produce of
the other regions linking the village economies with the larger cconomy.
The analysis will not only explain the differences but also look at the

similarities between the two regions., il any.

frurther, it may be mentioned that the interactions are not static.
They would evolve over time because of a number of reasons such as
growth of population (Boserup. 1981) or the huiman motives of struggle
for survival (Darwin, 1968) and an urge for a better tomorrow {Marshall,
1920). Thus, one can also make an attempt 1o analyze the evolution of

the production process and the distribution system.

While discussing an agrarian seiting. in the Fes/i. that is. so called
agricultural year sequentially itis production which Jeads to distribution.

Something has to be produced to be distributed. Needless o say the

For an exposition and application of the four C framework see Foley (19951 Thoogh
Foley wies o explaan the evolution of the haman primate vet one feels that the framework
can be used 1o explain various social and ceonomic phenomena both at the micro as well
as macro level. However, the iminal atempt in Mishe (1993, Chapter 2). which is similar

to the four C framework needs 1o be Tunher developed
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distribution and the nature of consumption would obviously influence
production in the next fasfi. lurther, as the survey in the two paddy
producing tribal villages was carried ouf from the onsel ol monsoon
(agricultural activities) to post-harvest festivals the analysis takes up a
similar path analyzing production process first and then taking up
distribution. However, before that it is necessary to give a picture of the

study region.
3 THE STUDY REGION

The study villages are Dighi in Mayuruhlmnj district and
Narayanguda in Rayaguda (which was part of erstwhile Koraput before
October 2.1992) district of Qrissa (see Figure 1), A clearer picture ol
the above mentioned districts can be visualized from their land
distribution pattern (Table 1), some socio-cconomic indicators (Table 2)

and (rends in population growth (Table 3).

Table 1: Distribution of Operational Holdings in Mayurubhanj,
Koraput. and Orissa: 1990-91.

Size/Class Mayurubhanj Koraput ~ Orissa

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
of HH ol Arca of HII of Area ol lIHH ol Arca

Marginal 5691 2388 4146 1410 53.66 1973
Small 2793 3277 2901 2372 2622 2693
Semi-Medium 1173 2693 2213 3447 1503 29.47
Medium 333 1470 685 2257 470 19.11
Large 0.1 172 055 544 038 476

Total (000 hec)286.65 35716 393.64  670.51 3947.95 5295.78

Note: HH denotes houscholds, Marginal=below 1 hectare, Small=1-
2 hectare, Senmi-Medium=2-4 hectare, Medium=4- 10 hectare,
Large=10 hectare and above.,

Source:  Economic Survey: 1994-95, Government ol Orissa, June 1995.
Annexure-4.8. pp.198-199.



Table 2: Socio-economic Indicators of Mayurubhanj, Rayagada

and Orissa

Indicators Mayurubhan)  Rayagada  Orissa
Arca as % ol TotGeogArea, Orissa 6.69 4.87  100.00
Popn as % of Popn of Orissa "9 1 5.95 2,62 100.00
Females per 1000 Males 979 1012 971
Percentage of Urban Population 6.17 12.51 13.38
Density Per Sq Km 181 94 203
Pereentage of SC Population 699 14.28 16.20
Percentage of ST Population 57.87 56.04 2221
Literacy Rate 37.88 26.01 49.09
Cullivators as % ol Main Workers 48.49 40.20 44.3]
Agr Lab as % of Main Workers 31.83 41.13 28.68
Main Workers as % of Popn 37.28 41.25 32.76
Tota) Workers as % ol Popn 45.82 48.49 37.53
Total Population in 000, 1991 1884.58 713.98 31659.74
Iert Cons, 93-94 (Kg/Hect) 14.04 6.48 21.95
Yichd Rate: Rice, 93-94 (Q/Hect) 13.27 12.97 14.52
Percentage of Village Electritied 02.80 34.50 69.70

Source:  Economic Survey: 1994-95, Government of Orissa, June 1995,
Annexure- 9.1, pp.248-250.

I'rom Table I and 2 it can be inferred that the populations of these
two districts are predominantly rural and tribal: their main source of
livelihood 1s agriculiure where the lTandholding households are basically
Marginal and Small farmers. Though the increase in population, as
evident from Table 3, is an obvious phenomenon, yet it will have its
impact on production and distribution more particularly because land is
constant. There will also be other reasons for production and distribution

Lo vary from region to region.
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Table 3: The Population Dynamics of Mayurubhanj, Rayagada and
Scheduled Tribals of Orissa.

Year Mayurubhanj Decaclal  Rayagada Decadal ST, Orissa Decadal

Growth Growth Growth
Rate Rale Rate
1901 610383 - 722792 - NA -
1911 729218 16.30 868955 16.82 NA
192} 754314 333@ 841860 -3.22@ NA -
193] 889603 15.21 992839 15.21 NA
194] 984741 9.66S 1176989 15.65 NA

1951 1028825  4.28S5# 1322640 11014 N A

1961 1204043 14.55 1561051 15.27 4136206 -
971 1434200 16.05 2043281 23.60 5071401 18.44
1981 1581873  9.34# 2484005 17.74 5915067  14.26
1991 1871796 1549 2999903 17.20 7031627  15.88

Note: @ Infiucnza cpidemic, § Qutmigration 10 Tata, # Drought

Source:  Census of Indiu, Various Years.

To analyze the differences as well as the similarities the present
study is based on a multi-sited (Marcus, 1995) commodity based (Miller,
1995) ethnography ot two paddy producing (ribal villages (Dighi and
Narayanguda) during the agricultural scason of August '95-February '96.
Though the survey was concentrated on Dight and Navayanguda it also
covered some ol the neighboring villages and weekly hats in each region.
As the objective was to conduct intensive field survey and obtain detaited
information, villages were selected where at least one known family/
houschold existed. During the survey one had 1o shuttle between the
two villages/regions spending about a fortnight in cach village/region

every month.
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Figure I :Map of Orissa with the Approximate Location of the Study

Villages Dighi and Narayanguda

N

T

BAY OF BENGAL

=~ » I

ANDHRA
PRADESH

M A DHYA
P R A D E S H




During the initial visits there were problems in establishing rapport
with people at Dighi and in some cases Narayanguda because ol my
polite refusals to join them indrinking which is an integral part ol festivals
among Santals. Drinking together would have easily led to sharing ol
thoughts and experiences. However, this closeness was achieved by

participating in other sphere of activities.

Another constraint was that the discussions were mainly held with
the males. because of shyness by the females and caution from my side.
However. during the last days of survey many middie aged and old
women did come out to express their views. Given the cultural and
gender dilTerences a bias such as the male point of view, which may be

reflected in the study. has become inevitable.

Then again, one may question the basis of comparing Iwo villages/
regions which are o different culturally. In fact these differences form
the basis of comparing and identifying some similaritics cven among
such diverse situations. Belore venluring into this excreise it may be
more pertinent to have an idea of the demographic structure (Table 4)

and the land distribution pattern (Table 5) in the study villages.

The difterences in the demographic features ol Suoras and Dombas
is cvident from Table 4. However., there are no such differences in Dighi
because most of the houscholds (68 out of 1) are Santadi. Further, a
higher proportion of population among the younger cohorts in Dighi and
among Dombas of Narayanguda. and among the older cohorts a high sex

ratio in Dighi and a low sex ratio in Narayanguda need further explanation.

From Table 5 it can be interred that there are hardly any large
farmers in the study villages. Most of the households are either small or
marginal farmers with some landless agricultural labourers. which is

quite significant in Narayanguda - more particularly among the Dombas.



Table 4:  Age-wise Distribution, Sex-Ratio and Average Family Size
ol Dombas and Saoras in Narayanguda and the PPopulation

of Dighi.
Age-Class  Seoras* of Narayanguda Dombas of Narayanguda Dighi
Percent of Sex Percent of  Sex Percent ot Sex
Population  Ratio  Population  Ratio Population Ratio
0- 5 13.47 1000 19.67 1250 19.29 1023
6- 14 14.81 1200 22.40 1158 1419 1462
15 - 30 35.09 672 32,79 935 36.14 791
31 -49 19.53 966 15.30 866 20.40 1140
50 and above  16.50 815 9.84 630 998 2000
All Class 100.00 856 100.00 989 100.00 1069
Papulation 297 183 451
Nos of HH 68 38 8]
Avg Family Size 4.37 4.82 5.57

* Saoras includes three non-Saora houscholds, | Komatt, | Dera and | Teli.
Sourcer  Field Survey

Table 5:  Land Holding pattern in the study villages.

Size-Class Numberof  Areain Percent ol Percent  Avg Area
m Acres Households Acres Houscholds  of Area in Acres
Dighi
Landless 5 - G617 - -
0.01- 2.00 30 38.00 37.04 15.14 [.27
2.01- 5.00 32 108.33 39.51 4316 3.39
S5.01-10.00 13 92.67 16.05 36.92 7.13
Above 10000 | 12.00 1.23 4.78 12.00
All Clusses ¥l 251.00 100.00 100.00 310
Narayanguda
Landlcss I8 - 35.85 - -
0.01- 2.00 28 38.57 26.42 13.55 1.38
2.01- 5.00 22 73.14 20.75 25.69 3.32
5.01-10.00 15 113.69 14.15 39.94 7.58
Above 10.00 3 59.26 2.83 20.82 19.75
Al Classes 106 284.66 100.00 100.00 2.69

Source: Field Survey
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The study villages arc interior inland villages with hardly any
communication facilities and these village cconomies arc based on family
based production. In this background it would be interesting 1o look
into the methods of production and how they have evolved and the
interlinkages of these economies with the larger cconomy. The next
section takes up a comparative analysis with recgard to the production

process.
4 THE PRODUCTION PROCESS

Production of paddy, like other commoditics, gocs through various
processes, which vary in the nature of labour used. The processes as
well as the naturc of labour used will also vary from region to region.
These differences, as mentioned earlier, may be explained by socio-

cultural, and techno-cconomic factors.

In most agrarian socielics, as in the study region, cultural and
religious practices arc intertwined with the agriculiural calendar. Apart
from the psychological satisfaction rituals also have a rationale because
the customs arc linked with the monsoon cycle. It has an added
Justification, as agricultural work is a taboo during festivals, by giving
the agrarian community time for rest and merrymaking. taking life beyond

production and consumption.

Further, cultural notions may explain the organization ol labour.
In the Dighi region the village community lixes the wage rales for cach
specific activity, restricts the mobility of the agricultural worker by
allowing them to work in the neighboring villages only when work is
not available within the village. The above restrictions ensure a mintmum
wage to the labourers, a maximum amount the landowner-farmers will

part with, and the availability of labour within the village.
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Another interesting aspect of the Dighi region has heen the payment
of wages in salt. oil and meat. The payment of sall and oil, which is
demandced by landless labourers, is a phenomenon during the initial period
of the agrarian calendar. However, the payment in lerms of meat is
prevalent only before a particular festival, gamha purnima. when the
consumption ol meat by all households is a must. The payment of meat
is usccd by those landowner-farmer houscholds who are lagging behind
the activity guachibe® 1o induce more individuals to work for them,
Payment of wage in terms of meat serves as an incentive for the timely

completion of gachiba in the Dighi region.

Similarly, in the Narayanguda region transplantation needs to he
completed in lime. This is met by gura (group labour where wage is
paid in piece rates) which of late is replacing time ratc wage system. As
wage is predctermined at a piece rate in gwa it would increasc the
incentive of Lhe labourers 1o finish the work tast and 1ake up another
guta. Thus, gura can serve the dual purpose of increasing the real wage
of labourers and at the same time cnsure that work is completed fast.

Then again, guta may also reduce monitoring and supervision costs.

In the Narayanguda region Dombas. who are basically landless.
are lower in the social hicrarchy as compared to the Saoras. This
also means that a Saora cannot 2o and work for a Domba landowner.
Though only few Donba houscholds (two mn Narayanguda) have land
$0 as 1o require labour services from outside the houschold yet this
phenomenon does outline the possibilily of sczmentation in the labour

market.

* Gachiba serves the purpose of avoiding congestion in a <ystem ol boardcasting paddy
culivation. Gacehiba is done with the belp of a stick {about 1.5 meters long) with 3 three
tongued iron rod curved atan acute angle attached at the bottom of the sitck.
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Social construction of gender in the division of labour is a universal
phenomenon. The household chores of cooking, cleaning, looking alter
children and fetching water are done by females all through the year.
Aparl from the usual household chores temales also help in certain
agricultural activities, which are mostly back breaking. Then again,
traditionally in agriculture. females do not take to certain kind of activities
like ploughing either because of sacial sanctions or because of convention.
Thus, male dominance is articulaled by exclusive female participation
in the houschold sphere and selective temale exclusion in the agrarian
(outside the houschold) sphere.

The processes of production, which dilfer in both the regions, also
differ in their usage of male and female labour. Ploughing is basically
done by men. In the Narayanguda region the onset ol monsoon marks
the beginning of agrarian activity with ploughing and leveiling the field
which precede transplantation. Whereas in the 1ighi region broadcasting.
which is done by men, follows the first showers. Ploughing is done

only after thirty to fortyfive days aficr broadcasting o help weeding and
gachiba.

Weeding, which is backbreaking, is done by females in both the
regions. However, gachiba, which is a simple innovation of the peasantry
and not backbreaking, is done by males. Harvesting, which is also
backbreaking. is carried out both by males and females. This is followed
by threshing which is more labour intensive (fuidn thapa: hitling a bunch
of stalks with grain on some rock or wooden structure) in the Dighi
region but bullock intensive (mala: making the bullocks tread on the
stalks with grain) in the Narayanguda vegion. Hudu thapa is again done

both by males and females but mala is done by males alonc.
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Though mala is less labour intensive compared to hudu thapa yet
it is not the prevalent mode of threshing in the Dighi region. Firstly,
because mala would solten the straw which would be dilTicult 1o store.
Then again, to the cattle stock tn Dighi, straw s cul into pieccs and
scrved along with grass, which is not possible if the straw is softencd.
Further softened straw cannot be used Lo make pudgas, the main form of

storing paddy in this region.

The farmers in Narayanguda region construct enclosure through
fencing to storc the soflened straw, which when dry is casier for the
cattle to chew. Though Saora’s use pudgas 10 store secds for next years
cultivation yet their main form of storing paddy is in specially constructed
rooms inside the housc. Thus, the constraints prevalent in the Dighi

region does not hold good for the Narayanguda region.

The constraint more common is the uncertainty in the availability
of waler. To overcome this problem it is necessary thal watcer be slored
and used later lor irrigation. In the Dighi region water is stored in tanks.
These tanks could be common property of the village or owned by
individuals. The biggest tank in Dighi which not only provides water
for agricultural purposcs but also suffices to the daily activilies of the
village throughout the year is owned by an individual - the village chief.
The allocation of water in others™ ficlds comes only after meeting the

requirement of the chief.

[n Narayanguda the lields ave irrigated through a canal which draws
water {from a minor irrigation project. After the coming up of canal
irrigation, the availability of water became more certain, more and more
land has been shiflted from dry cultivation to paddy, a more labour

inlensive crop (sec Table 6).
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Table 6: The changing method of production in the study villages/

regions.

Time Pertod Dighi Narayanguda

50 years ago Culiivation and Dry Crops and
Hunting Gathering Hunting Gathering

25 years ago Emecrgence of Land Rights

Ceiling/Anli- Grain Banks Transferred

Moneylending Acts

10 1o 15 years ago Usage of Coming of Irrigation
Fertilizers Changing Cropping

Pattern

Use of Fertilizers

Recent Simple Technologies  Coming up of
of Lifting Water and Tractors
Threshing arc being
introduced through
State subsidics

Source:  Field Survey (Oral History)

Changes in production technology. evident from Table 6, may be
driven by a number of factors such as the increasing demand for food
(see the trends in population growth in Table 3} or the urge 1o a greater
income among Lhe peasantry or a process of integration with the larger
economy or a combination of the above reasons. The integration of
production to the larger cconomy or global demand can be explained by
interactions which outline the outflow of commoditics produced in this

region, that is, paddy. This is taken up in the next section.
5 THE OUTFLOW OFPADDY: ANALYZING GRAIN DRAIN

Neither Individuals nor economies exist in isolation. The isolate

models of an economy have long since been dispelled as a myth.
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However, the nature of interaction and/or integration of an economy
wilh the larger economy will vary. An analysis of the interactions at
certain spheres may explain the outflow of paddy, the basic produce,
from the study regions. This will also bring out some linkages of the
village cconomies with the larger cconomy. The present section analyses
the processes involved in the outflow of paddy from the (wo regions

under study.

This necessitates the introduction of the trader or a continuum of’
traders into (he lramework.’ However, the social basis of the continuum
of traders as well as their modus operandi is ditferent in both the regions.
To explain the same a spatial approach is adhered o with the help of

Figure 2 and Figure 3.

Figure 2: Paddy Trade in Dighi

ORISSA

REGION |

' The emergence of the trader in the process of specialization has been discussed in Hicks
(190Y).
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Assume the smaller space set in the figures to be the village and
the larger space set Lo be the region of which the smaller space set is a
part. Let the small squares with a cross denote the paddy/rice trading
centres, thal is, in these points the trader would purchase and/or collect
paddy/rice, produced in the village(s). In Figure 2 the trading centres
exist outside the village, whereas in Figure 3 the trading centres exist
within the village. The former situation to a large extent explains the
scenarto in and around Dighi. The trading cenlres arc the weekly hats
where households sell their produce, which is basically paddy, and use

the money (o buy necessary items such as vegelables, salt and oil.

Paddy sold in these weekly hats is purchased by traders who take
the paddy home and use houschold labour to convert paddy to par boiled
rice, which they sell in the next har. These traders who have evolved
from the region are mostly landless households or those with small and
marginal holdings. Though the traders are [rom the region yet they tuy
paddy in the hat because the price is determined there. More importantly
Lhe traders get the money to purchase paddy only after selling rice to the
rice merchants. Then again, as mentioned earlier, (he households ought
(o go to the har to purchase other requircments for the week. However,
when certain households wanl (o sell paddy in bulk then they may do so
in the village but the price would be determined by the price prevalentin

the previous Aat.

Another peculiar featurc, which has emerged because of some
socio-economic reason, of the region is the price differential between
the Orissa and Bihar hat. Price in the Bihar hat is always higher by Re
0.50/1.00 per Kg of rice. Thus, another group of traders have also
emerged who buy paddy/rice from the Orissa hat and sell itin the Bihar

hat. Rice merchants are basically based in the Bihar har and the rice
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sold in the Orissa hat is purchased by smaller traders who take it and sell

it to rice merchants in the Bihar Aat.

These rice merchants would in turn scll rice (o bigger dealers in
ncarby market centres - all in Bihar. From these bigger dealers rice will
be transierred in trucks to urban centres ol Chaibasa and Ranchi (Tata).
The above method not enly explains the process of transferring rice from
interior tribal regions of North Orissa to Urban Industrial centres in Bihar
but also explains that the transfer of rice need not go through the octroi

check gates.

Stmilarly, there ts an outflow of rice {rom the Narayanguda region
10 the nearby urban centres. The role of the trader in this region can be
explained by Figure 3. In Narayanguda region a group ol iraders operate
at the village level. They sell provisions to the villagers in exchange for
paddy, that is, through barter. The trader will accept money but as Liquid
cash is scarce the villagers prefer (o pay in paddy. However, as paddy is
measured through the focal measure (some sort of a basket) more often
than not it will be difficult to arrive al o proper quantity to break even
with money price. This the trader uses 10 his advantage 50 as 1o take a

larger amount of paddy.

The trader may also sell items of daily consumption on credit, to
be paid in paddy alter harvest. This mode of payment will not have any
explicit interest. However, the trader does charge interest rates if the
farmer cnters into a forward trading contract while borrowing for
production and consumplion purposes. To cnsurc that the farmer does
not rencge on the contract the trader collects the predetermined amount
from the khala (the place where paddy is threshed) immediately after

threshing and before the farmer transfers the paddy home.
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Figure 3 : Paddy Trade in Narayanguda

REGION 2

VILLAGE 2

Then again, when the larmer wants to sell paddy to meet other
expenses or Lo disposc ofl the previous year's stock the trader buys the
same from the farmer by offering the latter money. Thus barter, forward
trading and money payments are the threc methods that the traders
operating in the villages in the Narayanguda region usc to buy paddy

from the village.

Paddy purchascd by the traders operating in the village level is in
turn sold to bigger traders. This also may be in the form of forward
trading because that is the contract through which the smaller traders
would have borrowed moncy from the bigger traders. These bigger
traders may also havc rice mills where the paddy is dehusked. The mill
owners transfer this rice lo urban centres such as Rayagada and
Berhampur in Orissa and Vijaynagaram and Vishakhapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh.

From the above discussion, one can say that diffcrent processes
have evolved in various regions to facililate the outflow of paddy from
interior tribal regions to industrial urban centres. The net outflow of



paddy can be approximalely arrived at from the production and
consumption figures arrived at for the two study villages after agaregating
the figures for each houschold (sce Table 7).

Table 7:  Production, Consumption and Net Outflow of Paddy

Production/Consumption/Qultflow Dighi Narayanguda
Production in ‘000 Kgs 297.3 298.6
Consumption in “000 Kgs 103.9 126.6
Net Outflow as percent of Production 65.1 57.6

Source: Field Survey

As production is undercstimated and distribution overestimated it
can be said that the net outtflow of paddy Irom the village at an
underestimate would be around 60 to 65 per cent of the total production.
The undercstimalion will be more for Narayanguda because 40 per cent
of the landless houscholds outmigraie in the lean agricultural season in
search ol jobs. If onc deducts the consumption ol these households
during the lean scason from their consumption per annum, which is
given in Table 7. then the net outflow would be much more.

Further, absence of infrastructure tacilitics, lack of availability of
credit, low level of information among the farmers and the seasonality
in selling up of paddy and demand of commadities not produced by the
peasantry (investment in farm inputs, post harvest festivals and schooling
expenses of ward) determine the transactions in such a way that the net
barter terms of trade adversely influences the houscholds in the study
region. Itisin this sense that the outflow of paddy [rom these regions is
considered as grain drain. The observations made $o far are summarized
in the next section.

6 CONCLUSION

Given he socio-cultural and techno-economic constraints human

motive will induce tendencies of each group/section of the society
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(agriculwral labourers, small farmers, the non-agricultural urban
population and the continuum of traders) to increase their respective
absolute shares of the real income. As a result there will be changes in
the production process and the nature of contractual arrangement - the

strategies of each group will be rede(ined.

Though integration of agrarian economics with induslrial centres
is well established yet the processes of inlegration would differ. An
interesting aspect of this study is the analysis of processes in two tribal
villages/regions of Orissa. 11 was observed that integration of these infand
village economies, which do not have proper infrastructure and
communication facilities, through a conlinuum of traders facilitates large

scale grain drain from these regions to Urban/Industrial centres.

It can thus be said that the differences in the state of naturc and the
processes therein will explain that each region is unique. Notwithstanding
the uniqueness in the processes a common feature is the large scale
outflow of the major produce, paddy, and that too at an advcrse barter
terms of trade.

The above discussion has thrown up a number of issues with some
possible loose ends. This is inevitable and to some extent deliberate.
Inevilable because the observations both qualitative as well as quantitative
are put down in 4 field notes, which will be used subsequently. Deliberate
so as to induce a response. Having mentioned that, a possible future
course of work is Lo develop the analytical framework, take up a more
detailed discussion of the season/activity wise differences in the
production process, analyse the nature of distribution within the study
villages and evaluate more minutely the transactions linking these regions
with the larger economy. Also, attempts will be made to contextualize
the observations from the survey with reference to related and/or relevant

literature.
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