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ApSTRACT

This paper attempts to bring out the impact of famines on
peasant mobility in Kurnool district of Andhra during the period
1870-1900. It emphasises that the interaction of demographic and
socio-economic factors played a crucial role in bringing out long
term structural changes in a backward and stratified agrarian
economy. This has been shown to take place in a manner that
calls into question the orthodox Marxist as well as Chayanovian
approaches which emphasise, in a deterministic <fashion, one or
the other set of factors.

The paper argues that famines and their impact are not
random. ‘The famine of 1876/78 was very severe on vulnerable
sections of the society. By bringing about changes in the age
and sex composition especially in families of small peasants, it
caused their downward economic mobility. The colonial policies
of land revenue collections also contributed to this process.
The ability of rich peasants to cope up with the problems posed
by the {aniue was distinetly beeier  tnaw  that of the small
peasants. Hence, the former benefited from the economic
deterioration of the latter both during and after the famine.
Although the landlord class of Brahmins could overcome the
hardships of the famine, it was affected by the reduced supply of
tenants and labourers. Thus, a polarization of peasantry seems

to be the predominant tendency during this period.



FAMINES AND PFASANT MOBILITY: CHANGING AGRARIAN
SIRUCTURE IN KURNCON DISTRICT CF ANDHRA, 187/4-1380

Introduction ./
Mortality crises such =235 famines and epidemics ware &
regular feature of the ninetesnth century Karnool. Periodically

they ravished the vpopalation, leaving marks on its size and

composition and alseo the agrarian structure. This district
witnessed wildespread famines in the years 1876/78, 1881/2, 1886/7
and 1999, The famine of 18768/78 devastated several parts of the

r

Madras Presidency; the cultivated area declined by 22 per cent,
3.5 to 4 million people had perished and in as wmany as 1156
villages more +than 40 per cent of the population was missingt .
The impact of these faminez on the peasantry in Kurﬁool district
was not only severe but also varied in its inteunsily across
variocus strata of the rpea=zantry?. This papeyr, while znalysing
the changes in porulation and agrarian economy of the districi
during the period 187¢-1909. brings out ‘he impact of these
famines on peasant mobility.

The paper is presentsd in five sections. The first section

V]

discusses the anclytical relationship between faminez and
gconomic mobility of rural houselwolds. The second section
provides « background to the agrarian economy of the district.
The subsequent 1itwo sections analyse the impact of the i1876/738
famine on the population and agrarian economy of thne district
respectively. The final section brings out the impact of famines
én peasant mobility during the period 1875/1990.
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1. Li eS8 bDeitw

Shanin’s model on peasant mobility views famines zs random
factors. But "the proximats cause of a famine might iie in some
apparertly anpredictable ‘natural disaszter’ ... bat these =rs ro
more than precipitating factars, intensifying or bringing to the
fore a society’s inner contradictions and inherent weskr-sses,
exposing an already extant valnarability 1o food shortage and
famine” {(Arnold, 1828: 7). Some  sucietles can  pass throuagn g
prolonged drought without undergoing wmuch suffering or loszs ¢f
l1ife. while others, subiected to a similar catastrophe, migﬁt
experience mass starvation and high mortality. Thus, although &
famine has meaning and context as an ‘event’ in itself (to the
extent that it can be distinguished from what precedes and what
follows it), it 1is seldom aun entirely isolated episcde or =
purely chance misfortune and, hence, it is both an event and
structure (Arnold, 1888: 6~-11). The famines are, therefore, not
completely random and unpredictable occurrences and cannot be
meaningfully  stuadied in isgolation from the sozio-eccnomic

stracture of a specific society.

Althceugh Shanin hypothezizes that random factors (which
inclvde state policies, fluctuation® in weather and market) would
lead to multi-directional wobility (Shanin, 1972: 115), he does
not provide usg with any analytical relationship between randon
factors and peasant mobility (Cox, 1979: 763}. We will examine

the influence of famines on peasant mobility.

An understanding of +the impact of famines on economic
mobility requires an understanding of what causes a famine.
Malthus (1965) treated famine as the last resort of the nature in
ensuring balance between population and resourcessd, Following
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the Malthusian logic, many scholars attributed famines to the
decline in Food avallability. It is gomewhat difficult.to accept
this approach 3in the light of most recent theoretical and
empirical works, Firstly, Bcserup (1965) argues that population
pressure, rather than being & couse of demogravhic catastrophe,
has been the driving force behind agricuvltural innovation and the
greatest incentive for increased agrarian production. Also,
Malthus failea to foresee the potential growth of modern
agriculture and industry. Secondly, food availability decline
approach falls to take note of the distributional aspectst.

The latter point is better articulated by Sen (1984), who
challenged the food avallability decline spproach. For him, the
central issue 1is not +the total aquantum of food, but the way in
which it ig distributed. He argues that although there was no
serious decline of food availability during the Bengal famine of
1943744, = considerable number of people died simply because of
the "failure in peoples’ entitlement 1o the food".
Notwithstanding the skeptical remarks on the novelty and wider
application of Sen’s argument (Mitra, 1985; Srinivasan, 1883) and
also the ~xamples «of famine in which food availability did
deciine (Liuteon et _al, 1834), his approach is extremely useful in
understanding why some people would starve and perish in a region:
during a famine period, while cthers, in the same region, would
live in comfort.

Let us see.how & faillure of employment entitlement would
result in starvation of some families in an economy, where market
relations are Jjust penetrating. Here, some fazmilies produce
mainly food, while others acquire food mainly in exchange of
either labour (agricultural labourers), or products of labour

{artizans), or services (barbers, washermen, etc.). In the case



of food prodocers, the access 1o food is a function of their
production capabilities, which, in turn, are determined by their
command ov.ry productive asscts, Depending on the nature of
productive assets, their focd surplus would vary across the good
and bad vears; hence, their s sceptibility to a femine. For the
non-focd producers, access o food is related +to "employment
entitiements”; it 1is the level of demand by the food producers
for their - labour or products of labour, or services which
determine theirs vulnerabilit to starvetion in any particular
situation. Thus, a crop fsilure, by reducing employment
opportunities for the non food producers, might result in their
starvations.

But whether or not a failure in employment entitiement
would result im starvation deaths depends on the survival
technigues, viz., migration, evolved in z society and the state’s
relief measures. However, unlike pastoralists and for that
matter food gatherers, the geographical mobility of the peasants
would be somewhat restricted as commitment tco he land limits the
latter’s mobility as well as their adaphbability to & crisis in an
alien land. The famine policies often fail to provide relief to
the victims. For instance, in colonial India, famine policy was
mostly cuided by the princivies of classica. political economy.

e

As a short-term mergency measure the Smithian jzissez-faire

o

policy prouved 1o be a negative approach. Again, as regards the
long-term perspective on Indian faminss the prevalent Malthusian
argument was; "what is the use of saving lives when once again
the pecople 50 saved would suffer in the same way?'. Such &
"callousness towards life”, no doubt, had a devasiating impact on

the vulnerable sections of the society®.



Thas, in & stretified soclety where insurance mechanisms -
are not readily available sand state’s help i3 meagre, a famine
would vreelt in a large tumber of deaths. Following Sen’s
argument, such an increase in death vrates would obviously be
overwhelming amoeng +the poor, which again need not be same across
age groups and sexes. The vournger and middle aged men are likely
to do hard work either in relief camps or as agricultural
labourers. Such hard work coupled with their physical
deterioration Juring the fan ne period would mak - them much more
valnerable towards the epidemic diseases and lead to higher
mortality rates among them. On the other hand, the survival
chances of adnlt women, left behind in the villages to look after
the children 54 old, would improve (Yaughan, 1987%7: 119-47) as
the incidence of famine-induced diseases would be less here. The
deserted women would also be helped by friends, relatives and
others?. However, the women in the relief camps are mnot likely
“to suffer Irom exhaustion as the gratuitous relief is liberally
provided to them?. Added tc .that, females have & better
{hormonally determined) immane resistance (Waidron, 1983: 324-5).
Given the fact that higher mortality rates are mainly due to the
spread of famine-induced diseases, suach resistance may help the
vomen to fight the infectious disezses better than men. Hence,
womern are likely to experience lower mortality rates than their
male counterparts.

Females, however, are said to be the victimsz of socizl
discrimination. Greenongh argues that under the influence of
ratriarchal vzines of the Indian Hindu society, pricrity is given
to the Tfeeding of +the zdult males and male children =0 a3 to
ensure the continuance of the male line (Greenough, 1982: 215-T73}.
Moreover, women in the reproductive age groups are likely to be
more susceptible to famine despite the fact that they are
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binlogically stronger Lihan men.

Let us have = look at the evidence on sex-wise mortality
rates. ¥r the Tamine of 1876~ 3, ithe women appeared to have died
in less numbers as  compared *to the mern in Madras (Lardinois,
1885: 46@) and Bombay Presidencies (MacAlpin, 1883: 83-7). Even
duriang the Bengal famine of 1943/4, Greenough admits that

"females experinced snmaller increases in mort: lity ... than
nales” in all the age groups {(Gresnough, 1982: 313). In modern

societies, where femmles normally have the disadvantage of higher
mortality rates than men, famine apreared to have reduced or even
reverszed suzhh a disadvantages. Hence, "women were not asg
generslly abandoned &as Greenough’s cultural hypothesis suggests”
(Arnold, 1988: 90). Thus, “females have greater biological
capacity to resist the rigors of periods of famine ~ a capacity
that is not offset by social factors” (MacAlpin, 1833 84).

The death rates among the ohiildren woulu be the highesti @
because of their low body weights znd grester valnerability.
fmong themn, Tthe children at the wezning stage {(1-3 yvears) are
likely +to suffer wmere from food shortage compared to infants
(Vanah=; 1a727. 36}, who may not he affected Ly sudden change in
food availability or by varyving culturazl practices &s the iatter
take wmozt ol thelr nourishment from brezst milk. With respect to

sex, male children would experiencs higher mortality rates than
the female children (Waldron. 198%: 324). The older people would
have higher rmortality ratest! not only bezawze of  lower
resistance  towards nutritional stresz but  also due to  the
discrimination in the provision of food a&s they are less valued

in the familyr 2,
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Thus, the incremse in moerteslity  reites in poor families
would ve uneven across the zge and zex  gZroups. The mortality

rates wonld be higher asmong male children and the clder men as
compar~? Ln the adult males aund fa2mzles of ail mge groups. This
resalts in  changes in age and sex composition in the population.
bl

Y
Immadi=tet o ofte a

dependency ratio (the number of
females, children =mnd zmged m: & proporilon to aduwlt males) would

decline as th mortality rates of children ard aged would be high

duaring the famine period. However, after a decade cor so, the
dependency ratio would increase becausse 3 mali proportion of

children wounld reachk adolthoed, while & large proportion of

adults become old. The attempts of segciety to  recever its

oy

population would also result in 3 large number of births, and,

consequently, Lthe dependency ratio wouid go up further. Buch an
increase in dependency raitic would be extremsly marked among the

pocr families as they are the chief victims of fanine.

The poor would alse fzce a disrupticn in their family life.
The abandonment of spouses is somewhzt fregue~t during the period
of famine. In the Bengal famine of 1843/4, an abunormal

propertion of +the female destitutes in Calcouttz was fouad to be

O

widows and those deserted by their husbands during the famine
' 7

periocd {(Gr =rnough, In Mailswi, the famine year (1949)

is5 ICiucuicr®d as ‘many divorces'" (Vaughan, 1¢87:
24). Besides. = large number of men would out-migrate in search
of work and foodi?. Very few of +the out-migrants returned
homet 4 | Conseguently, +the poor Tamiliez in ihe post-famine
period would consist of widows, widowers and crphans. After the
famine, the widows and wicwur 2rs "would have a difficult time in
coping in an economy in wnichh family wms the central productive
unit; remarriages can recreate the family <«conomy. but may not

have recoastruacted the bonds of affection and loyalty that



nourished it" (Wztkins et al, 1985 666). In the Indian society,
vhere social sanctions do not easily permit the remarrisges, the
family 1if . in the post-famine period may have been disrupted.
Added vo that, the impoveriched =zurvivors of the famine wonld be
vlagued by uuder-nocrisznmen®. The children born during and
immedliately after the famine would be "weak and sickly’ (Vaughan,
1987: 35~8) =nd would continue Lo be 52 even vhen they beconme
adults. Thus, the quality of the labour services that poor
families conld provide to the socisty may have been low.

The changes in sex and age composition of peor families and
the disruption of +1their family life coupled with & general
decline in the quality of their labour would adversely affect
their recovery from the famine. An enormous loss of cattle
during the famine period would make thelr recovery even silower.
The scarcity of abhle bodied men in  their families would
incapacitate them in cccupving the cultivabls wastes (i€ there
are any) and zlso their particivation in the labour market. The
slow agrarian expansion that hzs been obse ved in many of the
sozieties in the post-famine periods is Lo be attributed not to
the decline in popuiation per se but to changes in the age and
sex composition of Families of pocr and =zmall peasants, the
disrupticn of their family life and ge:ernl decline in the
quality of their labonr.

Ot the othier hand, ths rizlh pexconmis though suffer from the

failure of monsoons, bepsfit from the widesprezad deterioration in

the economic condition of poor and all peasants during and
after the fanine. Such del:riorztion, which pracedes the stage

of starvation and deaths, gets reflscted in the sale of
Jewellery, ornaments and brass pots {(Greenough, 1982: 188-7)45
This stage will be followed by +the relinguishment and/or



alienation of land. Authentic evidence on distress sales of lsnd
comes from =m large s¢ale survey condacted by the Indian
Statistical Institute (ISTY, Caleuttz. The ISI interviewed 15769
hougciv_w. ... 388 villages and collected infrrms tion on sales of
paddy land and the reszults were projected for +the Bengali
populaticn as & whole. During the periced mid-April 1943 to mid-
pril 1944, ©9.25 lekhs of families or about 14 per cent of land
owning families of Bengal sold zome pzdd’ land, wheresas nearly 29
pery cent of ‘these familic: sold all of their paddy landg.
Mzajority of these families inesrly &8 per cent) were small
farmers owning bhelow & acres of land. About 84 per cent of the
land went intce the hands of non-agricuiturisze  (mostly non-
residentst, while mest of +the remaining land "passed into the
hands of prosperous cultivators whoe took advantage of distress
sales to enlarge their own holdings” (Mahalancobhis et al, 1946:
34-8Y. On the other hand, & large rnumber of the small farmers
ither decrezsed their landholdings or gzve np cultivation ending
uptas agricultural labourers or were wired ont (Ghose and Gupta,
194€: 75-8:. The ganeral decline in the er~nomic condition of
the small peasants also got reflected in widespread selling of
cattle and wortgages of land (Mahalanobis., et 2l, 1946: 32 and

42-3Y, in rhe post-famine period, 1lhe richer peasants may face
problems ¢ secarcity of le-ourers; bot the recovery would be
faster in their caszs.

With the elimicsticn of pm2d) reassnis aad decline 1in both
the number and quality of able bodied labourers, the demand for
land in the lemse market would be somewnat low. This might lead
1o a decline i: rents apd cons :quent decline in reatal incomes of
the landlord class. Hence, the recovery of landlord classs wonld

be slower than that of the rich peasants.
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Thae, The SmELL peragantls would eswveerisesnce 5 dlrrwerd

atonomic mobliity Jduring the period orf  Tfaminse. 4 Tasr raecovery
Trom the Tazmine waogld be difficnlit 4a their ¢ase hecsuse of
changes 1n age and sex compositicn of their families, disraption
of Fawil,.  life ard a geoeneral decline in onaiiby of their labour.
Cn the other hand, the 2ich poasasts wight  benefit  from the
k) e recovery from the Famins would be faster i

of rich peasants, whils i1 wouwldy e zaomswhat S5iow in  the case of

Landlords whoss dependence on ten=zats and agricailtural labourers

would be relatively more.

L4
2. Agrarian Backeround of ti’w Disirict
HBefore we discuass the impact ot L8878 Tamine on peasant
mobility it may be useful to expizain the nistorical process

=4 somwe groups mofe vulnersbie to the famine than the

,.
:»"
")
e
r~
&I
~
[
tT'
t'L

otners {(Hangasamy, 1985: 743)
|

Whasn Eurpnoeel Sistrict!? was formed in 1859/8. the society
waz alyeady siratified. pr1ur to Ltrhe British rule, village lease

st ated in the distriob. under which the whole village

i)
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Juitrneary waid the land revenuse.  The houdmen, who were in charge
land reveanue from individnal ryots,
sAercrsed avlhorlty in smattercs o7 land dizveibution (zegording to
the means of the ryois) ﬂudilfixing the land revemue. Thus, in
resiity uvhey became Lhe renterzi? . Thas Ryotwarl 3S=ttlement (KS5)
replaced the willage ieaze ovatem. Under the RS, though peasant

1

vroprietorship involvipgg direct ' relationship between cultivator

i
zad the government wae z0ught Lo be legalised and iastitutio-
nalised, din wractice, 1t did uoither prevent tenancy nor involve
vy redigtribation of land. ail it did was to legitimise the
existing strucinre of land distritution sad determine the lana

—a s

cavanos wocording Lo the type of the'soil, irvigation, market and

ig



other factors (Mokheriee and Frykenberg, 1878 2387,

Morecvar, 1ihe as:sessments were grossly unequal as they were
fixed by influentizl wmen in villages (such as Karnams and

Reddies) nd the apportionment was mostly unfairig. Under the RS

the g0 c.weent received laad revenue in  cash, Not being a
pecuniary commutation for 1its share of +the produce, the
aesessment varied sccoerding vo ezach yeaxr’ produce. The land

revenue was gensryally high., arcund 48 to 68 per cent of the gross
produce. Added to that, =ryots were compelled +to occupy and
cultivate as much land o= pozsible (Mukherjee, 1862: 181).
inable to relianguish the lands. the Tfarmers in this region used
1o abandon the riceh black soil fields and occupy inferior red
sapil fields. thus resulting 1n unprofitable agriculture and
povarty of  the peoplel®, The high tax purden coupled with

fumines?2® and depression in prices?! resulted in heavy balances

of revegue (often irrecoveratlie), large remissionz and a
progressive decline in the land revermezzZ, In 13843 the District
Commissioney wrote: “if bad farming., heavy balances year after

year, land which has no saleable value and a universal struggle
to reduce the zize of the f{farms, are pro~nfs of the poverty or
symptoms of over Taxstion. then assaredly Kurnool can produce
abundapcs  of  them 2% . The revenue system also hampered the

development of commoditv24t arnd land markets2s .

o]
,..;

The inequsality of land ownership was further worsened by
the extent and natvre o7 ing v lands, for ryotwari settlement was
not the only form of land coentrol. RS "was only half of the
settlement with lezaders and elite groups of the villages in South
India. Implicit if not explicit in ithne contents of records is

a  lurking suspicion “hat Munvo reached separate, quiet
agreement with village leaders” (Fryvkenberg, 1884; 47-8). The

i1



high magnitude oF insm leands in  the districl tecame kopown only
after the appcintment of Inam Commisaion in 1858, In Knrnool
district, tThere were 47837 land titles, comprising an area of
878913 acres with z hypothetical average land revenue of Rs. 1.95
and the avarasge guit-rent pavesble on them was only Rs. @.43¢¢
Roughl: = 17 of the total lands,  which represented the
accumilated charities from the powerful of the country from the
most remele times, was given to  individual families or their
descendants for their sccio-religious ({and political) merits.
Thess lands. were the richest, most cultivable and best watered in
the district. Since these lands were mostly owned by non-
caltivating castes such as Brahmins, the prevalence of tenancy
was widesprezd and disputes between the tenants and the landlicrds
were not uncommon. - The other half of the lands was meant for

village revenue offircers, police mnd artisans.

Thug, an oppressive land revenue system and a large extent
of inawm lznds perpetuated the iniguitovs land ownership. The RS
legitimized the existing inequality =znd resulted in the emergence
cf village elite groups who became much more powerful with the
enltivatior of pariially or fully revenue free inam lands. These
lands were oontrolled by the non-cultivating castes such as
Brahmins and cultivating casztes such as Heddles and Lingayats,
whereas the other middle zund lower middle castes (Yadavas and
Boyag respe stively) were eithe~ tenants on +the inam lands or
petty tananciders. Besides, they had to hire themselves to eke
out a subsistemce) Thie vntoucables (Malas and Madigas) wers
mainly agricultural lzbhourers. Thus. when Kurnool distirict was
formed in 1858/60, the revenue burden was guite high, cash crop
cultivatlion was inconsiderable, land market wss partially
developed and thie society was xtremely stratified.

Betwzan 1868-1375, the cultivated areza ({excluding inams)

fon
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ineressed &t an snwakl  growth rate (compound) of ©.4 per ceni,
while occupied ares increased at @.7 per cent. This marginal
agrariar expansion was partly ‘due *to  the increase in prices
during the Civil War in U.5.4.27 and partly due to the revision
of settlemen’® rates in some of the taluks?2é. However, the tax
burden in sume of the taluks (such as Cumbum and Markapur) was
relatively high<9. Consequently &5 much as 89 per cent of total
arable area (excluding inam lands) was left uncultivated in
Markapur taluk. The farmers in soms 7illages used to abandon the
rich fields in the vicinity ¢f the village and occupy inferior
and far away fields. The Colle -tor wrote: "the ryots hold lands
of the adlioining village in preference to and not from want of
lands in thelyr own villages, and they ascribe 1t to excessive
assesament of their own lands”. In HMarkapoar, the extent of

-

cultivation of inam lands was more or less equal to that of
governm=nt lands and the Collector bemcaned that the ryots,
wastead of holding proprietary rights on government lands, prefer
1o be tepants-at-will on inam lands®*®. In other taluks also, the

nigh tax bworden resulted in relinguishment of land3l |

The abcre circumstances placed the Brahmi.is and Reddies in
an sdvantageous positicn as they owned most of the inam lands.
Moreover, tneir accumulation of surplus from +the revenue-free
inam lands was greater especizily during the period of rising
rrices in *v o early 186¢¥s%%, in Kurnool dletreict, 25 per cent
of the Brahmins derived their income f{from landed property. The

Commicesinrn>» ~Ff 1872 Census rema.g=d that;

2 vule, Brahmin cultivators secured the best lands
in the country. By the ouvroce=ds of land, tiiled by
serf labour, they have increased in substance and grown
wealthy ... the Brahm 1s have gradually :hifted their
rositicon from that of mere priests, purchits ... to the
more substantial one of landed aristocracy3?.

ey
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The condition of swmull farmers and tenants was not very
encouraging. Despite rising cotton prices the cultivation of
cotton did not pick up mainly due to the low incomes of small
farmers and tenantz. In 1863, thelr estimated monthly income was
only Bs. @.58. Hence. it was not surprising that "a new demand,

like that which has arisen “or cotton, should meet with but &

feepie response”®t.  Thus, the price boom of 1868z seemed to have
surpassed the small peasaantr: Added te that, with a high burden

el
of +tawation. the farmers found 3t difficuit to pay the land
revenue and there waz a graduzal lncerease in the arrears for which
coerclive processes were issued and sales were resortedss.
Moreover, the excortitant lan revenue rates (and payment in cash)
compelled the small peasantry to get inte the debt trapd$.

A rapld growtn of population®? and a consequent increase in
fawmily size wonld have induced the swall farmers +to bring those
cultivable wastes wander plough where assessments were tolerable.
In facrn, the labouring class was “struggling to rise to the
rosition of landed proprietors 38, Z2ince their monthly income
was smsll, these petty landowners resorted to supplementary means
of subsistence such as hiring oeut for agriculitural work, stone
gquerryving, piying bullock carns'and cotton spinning3®.  The
corstruction of Kurnool-Cuddapabh canal also enhanced the job
opportuanitisg, With the =availzbility of wiltivable wastes and
employment opporturities, the sm=ll peasant was “"endeavouring Lo

better ™7 copditioan”+®. However. such an endeavour was,

':Ll

perhaps, affected by the high tax burdsn.

hus, cumslation  of ecoocnic advantages and disadvantages

6 bpe the predominant tendency during this period. Random
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suoh 25 state’s lmod revenue policizs also contributed to
riala& trends. Al nough the dlelabilLty of cultivable
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wastes and  enployment cpportunities hiad a countervailing sftect.
polarizaticy of peasantry seexws to have besn the predominant
tendency. So whoen the Yamine ztruck in 18786, certsin sections of

the peasantry in the district were already vulnerables.

3. The 1R87%. .78 PFamine and Formu . zgtion of the Distri

The monsoon of 1876/7 was the “"worst within the memory of
the oldert Sdnhabitaat” in  the district. The south-west monsoon
was scanty, wiile the north-czzt woneson was a total failure.
There was a generzl Taillure of «¢rops; prices increased sharply
and the Grezt Famine nad struck. HNext year, the zvarage rainfzll
war better; hovever, on the w ole, was deficient «nd unseasonsl,
And the Grezt Famine continmed to yavish the district for the
saecond successive yaear. With fairly good vains in the following

vear, the condition improved; but the destrzuction was complete.

The famine had a devastating impact on the population of
the district. The mortality rate (based on registered deathstl)
increased by 488 per cent in 1877 and by over 208 per cent in
1878 (Figure 1). The death rate remained high in the post-famine
period mainly due to the epldemic dizeasest?. Ths population of
the district declined by 25.3 per cent during the perind 1872-81;
and 1f population growth till 1876 iz azlss considered the loss
wonld be even higher (Table 1). The loss was  the highest in
Pattikonde *z3luk; wher«az it wes ralatively low in the irriéated
talivl = of  Alsvel and  Naondyal, A smaller ivss of population in
Cumbum and Markapur was due 1o out-migration To  the irrigated

distiicy o sistna {Benson, 18683 T3h. Thus, the district lost
more than one-fourth of itz povuiation. $id a decline in food

availability czause this loss?

1%



Tahle 1: Taluk-wise Chunges {%} in Popalation in Kurnool
Pistrict (1872-1921)

‘{Taluks v 1872-81 ¢ 13881-g1 i 1881-19wW1 ¢ 1872~19¢11
Lo m e e o e o o o e :
iPattikonda | -39.21 ¢ 31.55 ¢ 3.1 ! ~-17.63 |
‘Ramallakot ! -35.22 ; 33.897 ! 14.3 ! -2.28 ¢
{Nandikotkur! -28.59 ! 2175 ! 17.8 ! 2.26 !
‘Nandyal L ~27.96 : 25%. 93 : 14.5 : 277 ¢
‘Koilkuntla : -22.81 : 13.43 ! 1.8 ! 2.28 |
Sirvel {149,582 ! 12,984 ' i2.86 ! 3.27 ¢
tCumbum t -1, T2 : 7.6 ! -&.7 ; -5.82 !
‘Markapur Y-8 3¢ ! 12,43 ! 1.5 H 1.76 |
R R e T T T Torepp o e e ¢
{District ¢ -25.80 { 1 VA : £.8 ' -4.63 |

e e e e e e b N A W et e dem e m e M e e M e e e e e ma mm md e s e e R e mm SR A R mm S e LR YRR e e A Y wer e W eme R e e

Bource: Legsus of India, Madres., YVerious VYol mes.

With a comrlete failure of rains in 1876 and 1877, the
jowar prices started increzasing from Juns 1877 onwards and were
ruling high even till June 1879. As & resuit of favourable
weather, +they started declining, but reached the pre-famine
leveis ontly towards the end of 13739 {Figure 2).

Such an  increase in  prices was net  compleisly  due to
decline in food mvailzbility. Tao begin with, the districot was
self-sufficient in frod. In 13785/8, +the ez imated +total food
production and consumption wWere 4.52 and 2.11 lakh touns
respechtively, thus leaving & surpioes of 2.4Y iakh ‘Lons. At the
rate of annuxl consamption of 4 owl of grainz per person, this
stock would feed the popualstion Tor more +than . one yeartd.
Besides, the imports inta the region increas=d from L35 tons in
1875 to 1.18 lskh tons in 1877 of which more than 97 gper cent
were foodgrainst*s . LBven then, ths rrizss of foodgralns increased
Cdue to the following factors. Firstly. ihe bigger farmers stored
large auantities of grain in the undergrouand pits. The Sanitary
Commizsioner wrote in 1877:

16



Fig 1: Birth and Death Rates in Kurnool
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It

is uuzuv ! fh-t the more substantial of the Tarmers,
artizans d haold, through out the famine, considerable
reseyves of tnebe dry grains, and that even the very

extraordinary prices obtaimable for them did not tempt
the heoelders tc gpt rig of their storez while the
prospects of contl maance of fanins werse imminent. I
became aoQu zn  instonce of n oubstantizl
rvoet in Bell ]

al the Txmine
broaght imported : is labourers
2

and household, and whc v zame Time, &0 several
pits stored with =hou B0 seeys of olc grain, wnich

Ire kept zs =2n aaauradca zinst starvation., npot which
he would not crven 1ill the proopects of & new Ccrop wWere
assured. Thiz one instesnce was probzbly multiplied by
thousands and ... the collector of Cuddapah informed me
that after a plentiful fail of rain, old grain came out
0f the hidden storets .

Secondly, it  wass not  uncommon to  2tore the Toodgrains wnen the
rrices were 1oW. Iin most cases, vLhe traders and wezlthy farmers
were reluctant +to release the stocks as there were instances of

attack from the starving peopletd

With the increase in prices, one finds & good association
between the intensity of fawine (measured in terms of jowar
prices) and the nunber of deaths (Figure 2). Correlation,
however, does not mean czusation; it may bhe noted that the
increase in death rate waz wzinly dune to the failure in exchange
entitlements. The failure of rains dwindled emplovment
cpportunities, thus resulting o = decline in purchasing power.
Hence, notwithztandiang the imporis and zvailability of foodgrmins
“arn enormous.number of poorer clazses of the pecrle ... have
perished miserzbly, simply fyrom their dpability 1o procure
sufficiency of wholaessle fooud™¢7 (emphasis added). The coloniszl

government attributed +the rhenomenal loss of rpopalation to the

transport bottlenscks. However, the population loss 1o areus
well served with transport (such as Pattikonda) was high compared

to irrigated areas (=zuch =zs Sirvel and HNandyal) where though
17



transport was ill-developed, better euployment opportunities

improved =atitliement to the foodds

Slow Recovery of Populat]

o

More impeortantly, the recovery of population was somewhat
slow i, Lhe disteict. The growth of population was somewhat
faster in the 13895, while 11 hnad slowed down in 189¢s due o Lhe
famines ixn that decade (Table 1}. However, how fast a region
conld recover its populetion depends on  changes in age-wise
compesition of populastion brought about oy differential mortmlity
rates apd out-migration (Eversely, 1974: 53Z; Watkins et sl, 1985:
865). Let wuz, therefors, examine changes in the zge and sex
compesition of populaticn., fertility rates and migration from the

district during and afiter the famine.

The incresse in desnth rate was uneven across the zocio-

sconomnic groups, sexes and E2E&-ZYOonps. For obvicous reasonsss,

¢

the famine had » severe impact on the depressed castes. A4s
caste-wise mortality rates are not zvailable, a comparizon ¢
population loss across castes in the district between 1872
1881 is mede in Tahle Z. It reveals that po alation of Hadig
yvasgs, Chernchas zad artisans declipned 2t & fzster rale coupareq
that of the Brahmins znd cultivating cnstez such as Heddles.
In some taluks, the loss of Medigan was as much s bY per cent.
The relief officers also noted that "the grezt out-caste oy paria
tribes, and the lower diviszicons of Hinda zgricultural castes were

ey

the chief victims (of the farilusi. The Brahminz and trading

<
castes of Hindus suffered but l1itile oy not at all”se.

ot
o



Tubple 2 Chanrces 1in Cesbe-wize (%) Populstion of Eurnocol (1872-18815%
'Castes ; oo | wi o, v ot KK V&L M MP ! Total!
R ettt . o —— = fmm e fm———— fom R e o !
'gC t-14 38!0 -314.1¢ -25.3! -19.3% ~-33.9! -@.5! -11.5' -11.56% -17.2}
{NBUOC f-2d0gt -37.8Y -21.80 -21.68¢ -54.7¢ 3b.&5} ~14.3; -11.2;, -21.4!
Yadavas |-28.9! -3¢g.3! -3%.¢@g! -27.8' -33.8! -4.9! -16.1! ~-31&, 1% -2H.1¢
Avtisans | -45.1) -4%,3! -32.%¢ -26.1! -49.8% 15.B! -8.6¢ ~1.7¢' -28.3!
‘Boyas v-45 61 -38.2¢ -35.6¢ -41.5¢' -47.9! 317.9! -17.3: -39.3; -37.9!
tChenchus [ -52.98) -38.6¢ -12.3%¢ ~38.6) -57.1! 2@.4; 5.4 -1.4, -27.5!
i Madigas |08, 7Y ~42.3%F -35.1F -36.4% -31.4'-25. 7! -15.7: -36.8!{ -35.6}
Muslims (-39.40 -3@2.60 -31.8% -22.80 ~-11.4i-24.8¢' -~6.3' -3.8% -24.2!
P e - fmmm o — e fmm— o f———— e o fommm— o ¢
tTotal 1-39.3! -35.6¢ -29.2! -28B.8, -43.2! b5.7i -12.9 -14.4, -27.3!
Sources: 1. Ceunsus of Indis, Madras, 1372.

2. Census of Indiz., 1831, Taluk War Returns. Kornool District.
Hotes FEK = Pattikonds EX = Hzmallakct NK = Nandikotkur

NL = HNandyal KK = Koilkuntla SL = Birvel

CM = Cumbumnm ME = Markapur

UC = Upper castes NBUC = Non-Brahmin upper castes.

Among the sexes, the adult males and bovs perizhed more as

they "left their villages in large rnunmbers, flceccking +to food

markets and cantres of relief works. They exhsusted their

gnergies soonery +han the  fanzlas'St Birnece the colonial

government did not fully realise the iIntensity of the fanine in

the initial months, there was some delay in setting up of relief

works,

Hernce, some mern and bhoys, in their r=ckless wandering,

died in "Jungles, road sides mnd ditches”. Added to that, they

5

older

cane into contact with epidemic diseases, widely prevalent at the
*

we of relief wqus. On the other hand, as the females and

reople were left Dbehind in the wvillages (which were

relatively less affected from diseases), their survival chances

were enhanced. Moreover, gratultous relief was extended more

enasily

3

men

to women and sged people, &3 compared to the ‘able bodied
Consequently, as +the statistics of famine hospitals and
18



3

relief canpe =lRowed., the =mgult men &nd bove "disd in o ratic of

about Z® per cent in ezxcsszs of the femmles'S52, A corrovoration
to this can be found 1n  an 1mproved sex-ratio (in favour of

females) in this district snd aize in all the Tamine districts in
188153,

Moreover, the birth rats also deciined (Figuarse 1), Such a
decline, it was argued, was due 1o the reckless wandering of
villiage servants and conseguent under registration. However, =5
Cornish argued, "it cannot be said that registration as a whole
has fallen off in 1877, for in the arezs of couniry more severely
affected by famine, the death registration has been four or five
times in excess of the average registration of the past Tfive
vears. Nor can it be supposed that the many thousandz of village
seyvants scattered over +the country ... have enteored into a
combination amongst themselvez 1o render fictitious entries of
deaths, and to systematically omit the births"s4. Thus, though
birth rates were mnot able to capiure the picture fully, they
nevertheless show the broad t . nds.

That birth rate had declined can be established bty the
children to  women ratio. Though thils is a summary measure of
level of birth rate, it haz the advantage of being calculable for
each censgas vear. Table 3 sheowe z faster decline in children (-
4) to womer: (15-45) ratio in Kurnool disirict as compared 1o the
non-famine district of Gedavari. This is further corrchorated by
the aqualitztive evidence. Cornish’s enguiries bwrought out
"overwhelming evidence to  show that pregoancy in the famine
stricken zone (after the earliszr months of distress) was a very
rare conditicn; that in vyoung women the periocd of puberty had
bheen retarded: and that the special functions relating to

generation were, in the more marked cases of physical emaciation,

2@



aitogether in abeyano&"ss. & combination of demvgraphic, medical

and sozial factorsi® contribuled Lo such a decline,

Table 3: Children {(F-4) to ¥Women (1545 Ratics in the Population
in Kurnool and Selected Neoen-famine District.

obistricts Ratiee . S dndices (31874 = 109
: H 1872 ! 1881 1881 ¢ 18831 1 1831 f
R b S e s e e — e m ¢
¢ Kurneol ‘ 2.632 | $.262 | €.536 | 41.9 | 91.7% ;
{ t t H i i ¢
] ] i i 1 i
t Godavari | 2718 | £.8631 | ©.8633 | 8.2 | 88.1 ;

i Mk e e A A Ml A A Pk R e s L o G e e PR MM e A He e mm My Ve Sm e e M ma s e TG S m ks AT e YeA e e e s mm e mm s SR b M= ams e MR e e wes e

Source: LCensus of India, Madras, VYaricus volumes.

The lower birth rate, higher male mortality rate and lowsr
mortality rates for femzles and ¢ld people brought about striking
changes in the age-wise distribution »f population {(Table 4).

The loss of male population (15-40 vears) was lower compared 1o
that of females (15-49 yeirs), males (49-69 yvears) and children.
However, the growth of both males ».d femsles in t.e age group of
15-49 vears in the later decades was either slow or declining

(Figure 3). A decline in the population in the reproductive age
groups had reduced the fertility. Horesver, s substantial loss

of population in the age group of 15-59 resuited in a laregs

Table 4: Age-wise Change (%) of Populztion in Kurnool (1872-19@11)

g Py % * K’ ]
tAg $ LB?” a1 & 1881-31 H 13g1-1841 i
igroupsiﬂales Femzuiest Totall MaleﬁéFemales%TQtali MrlesiFenalesiTotall
| §-15 1-34.34§-31.20 -32.83% 18.95¢ 17.18 i17.06¢ B.941 20.50 125,311
115-4@ §-22.738-25 87 $-24.25% £ G7F 16,2 ¢ 7. 7R:i-1@. €81 ~7.44 1-9 7%
4960 1-33.0¢8-18.55 1-~-21.,.16% 22.96% 14.68 #25 B41% 16.34% 15.52 §15, 2351%
68 + 1 -5.541 18.62 ¢+ T.22¢ 38 43% 36.54 $37.79% 18.2E2% 5.3 {18,811
LS % % % g i i £ é xes ‘s %
chtal §-26.811-25.26 (-2, ¥51 15f2?§ 185,21 %15.25§ 6.44% 6.83 i £.68%
Source: Censyus of Indiz, Madras, Age Tables, Various issuesn.
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eapedany oF whdeapaddy in Y82 paseis 30 perosst o tebal Vemzles ig

Lhe disleiol wexs widowsz and i Fipure was  ons o} Licew Felprhyerel

to the Uressdency Mogt of  the widows were Touand in Yhe &g

i

f,}n.

»

gyong of JE-50 agd thelo romarriages wore nol always wicy Deranse
vk meecgal astoms, whlle widowerz Coaid aoh simply pIdoovd thesh T

Copgsguantly, as Tabkle 3 shiowe, tiee Feptilliiy pate waz Liee i the

Fhetrict - Thozs, wn enorwoss Loss of ohildren mad the enlislencs

~ «

¥ o ravge guanmber Wihoowes  apd widowars  coupled with eecnrring

i

o
Famioss kb bthee (8AGE: ziowed d4own  bhe recovery of popalation in

i Jddigtviol.

T aashlosegae that sach 30 slow paocovery  of pwbuisxtion
thelonging especially Lo the age groap 2f 15400 wae das 1o ont-
migrat Lo fu  is difficult e estimate oat-migration from s
distpriot, sioce poople bope ia the Aistriot and emassrcisd in
s fer Peeaidencies wonid e clagzified =8 bLoyn i the Hadeus

sviont from tho

S

Fregd bopay However, anllis those migrated Lo
Tamil Oovvutrreide, tha peopls o the distrled wora  Towad fo be
pot vary webile,  They cithsy nigrated to the peighbouving delts
Atsteint of  Kishna or to the Neliore district Lo work for the
congtraction of the Puckingham canal$s . Table 5, widoeh provides
Figuarss ~n the eople born Lo Karnool district znd ennmerstad bn
cthar disirictes of the Madras Fresidanpoes, walss it clesp that

satt g grat en was aot bhe princlesl rensen For slow racavery.
The'ﬁrnportiuu wf cut-wigraates  in total popalat nu wag §.Z7 in
1821 and it declined Lo 4 3% in 1891 mainly dvue to sn inoresse in
tne tobal popaistion. | Ive 1991, the incrsase in the pamber of
oul -mlgrants be misiéadiug as paople bors in Karaonel aad
apimperabed ak ﬁanagéuapalli e’ japiy in the dislrict itself&

gaya Inoioded Horeover, majority of the ocotb-migrants wzs fooand
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ORAPH I AGE DiSTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION
IN KURNOOL OISTRICT, 1871, 188t AND 1891
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Table o Cubt-mlgrants fiow viie oolnznl district (1881-188681)

iMigrated to ; 1881 ; 1861 : 1881 !
: _________ e s e —— o ——— e — fm————_———— :
‘Kistna H 8572 ¢ B4T4 {14323
{Nellore H 3918 ! 3914 ' 3242 |
tCuddapah ! 3605 ! 9185 1 198389 |
‘Bellary 13939 ! TO88% : g432 !
tAnantapur p 1.3 ! 5168 : 4455 |
‘Other districts H b i i
‘within Presidency | 1628 ; 1382 Vo 32BTTHRN
e - ————m - Fomm s Fom Fommmm H
Total Y 35737 ' 3BK1E3 VooT1218 ¢
e Fom fm o t
tAs % in total ! / : '
‘population H 5.27 ¢ 4,39 : 8.17 |
Sonrce: © India, Madyras, Various years.

Notes : % The decline is due to bifurcation of Bellary district
in to Bellary and Anantapur in early 1388s.
¥k This increase was dua to the inclusion of persons
born in Kurnool and enumerated st Banaganapalli
Jaglr, which was in the district itself.

in the neighbouring districts, implying it to te marriage-
"w

induced migration. fhus, the proporticon of out-migrants was too

small to afi:ct the recovery of —mopulation.

4., Aprarian Expansicon

The tamine affected thz =zgrarian expansion very severely.
The cultivated ares declined fyom 21 lakh acres in the triemnnium
ending with 1874/5 1o 15 lmkhs in that <nding with 1879/30 (Table
5). Between 1872/3 and 1885/86, the decline in cultivated and
occupied area was 16 and 11 per cent respectively; a faster
decline in the former indicates that much of the area was kept as
current fallows. More importantly, the distriet 4id not regain
ite cultivated/occupied area even by the turn of the century.
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Table 6: Cultivated and Occupisd Ares in Eurnool

(1871/2-1899/13803)

P Triennium Y Cultivated Ares ! QOccupled Arez !
i ending with ! (in ’'9U3 acres) i (in 'O acres)!
R et o e Forommom oo :
! 1874/5 : 2078 ! 2293 i
¢ 1879/89 ' 1469 H n.a ‘
! 1882/3 ! 1561 i . a i
! 1885/8 ! 1738 ' 21544 !
H 1838/9 ! 1847 : 2062 !
H 1891 /2 ! 1862 ! 2186 ;
: 1894 /5 H 18886 i 298 H
! 1887/8 ! 1851 ! 2121 H
! 1898 /1900% H 1876 ¢ 2128 \
* Two-yearly average.
Sources: 1) For years 1872/3 to 1899/91, Statistical Returnsg of
Madras Presidency, PBR, Various issues.
2} For the years 1891/2 to 1898/1909, Indian
ioul : Statistics, Yarious issues.

As prices were on the rise from mid-188¢s, one would expect the

agrarian expansion to take place at a faster rate. In fact, the

slow agrarian exgpansion in Rayalaseema in general and Kurnool

district

in particular recelveu constant attention of the revenue

oriented government.

Compared with the vear which preceded +the great famine
of 1876-78, +the increase in (cultivated} holdings was
12.368 per cent ... But a portion of this increase is
due to the excess brought to account by the introduc-
tion of new survey areas into certain districts and to
the inclusion of resumed village service inam lands
under holdings. If these items, which amount to 1.16

million acres, ... are excluded, the net increase due
to the extension of cultivation would amount to 1.78
million acres ... This improvement was shared by all

the districts except Cuddapah, Anantapur and KurnoolsS9.

The deficliency in the district was a5 large as 64990 acres in
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1887/88, (However, the figures in Table € are not comparstle with

the &above figures, for, whereas the former included the
governnent as .well as inam lands, +the latter relate only to
government lands}. On  enquiries from the government, +the

Collector, among other things, suggested that the loss of
. population was the major reason for +this slow expansion®®. As
the cultivated holdings were held back till as late as eariy
nineties, the government was left unconvinced by this
explanation. Further, the Collector offered +the following

explanations.

%irstly, he argued that a significant proportion of total
cultivable wastes waz reserved as forests to provide fuel and
fodder. And whenever the ryots wanted to cultivate these lands,
the district administration was unable to grant pattas as they
_ came under the purview of the Forest Department. Later on, the
collector was granted permission to issue pattas on such lands.
However, soon it was found that such reservation did not have
"any mater.al influence in gtarding the recovery of +the
district"el. The Collector alsc admitted that over reservation
was "not the reason for the great decrease in cultivation’s2,

The second reason attributed to the slow agrarian expansion
was the temporary fallowing of poor soils to recuperate their
fertility. As leaving lands fallow was a part of the cultivation
practices, vrelinguishments were frequent in the district,
especially in Markapur, Nandikotkur and Pattikonda taluks where
the s0ils vere poorts, However, such an explanation does not
hold true for the following reasons. Firstly, after the turn of
the century, poor. soils in the district were incrsasingly
occcnpled. Secondly, a relztively higher average zssessment on
lands relinquished implies +that they were of good quality.
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Thirdly, the Collsctor’s reports 1n the early ninetises indicate
that the bhlack s0il taluks also had significant extent of
cultivable wastestd, Benson’s analysis of the district &iso
showed that the uncorcupied lands in many tracts were of fair
guality (Benson, 188%; 1v8). An important reasont® attributed
te the non-cecupation of these lands was the sparseness of
populationsd s ;

The sparsensss of population rer se was not the important
reason; rather it was the changes in the age composition of
populatica brought about bty the famine. 4 substantial loss of
children during the period of famine reduced the numbgr of adult
males and femamles in 188%s as well as in 18995 and resulted in an
unfavourable composition of population. We have worked out the
dependency ratico (DR) (the number of dependents per male in the
age group 4Hf 15-64) for the period 1872-1811 (Table 7). Ths
female population have been excluded from the productive age
grouyp a3 thelr role was not very significant in matters of
decisione relsating Lo extension of cultivation. The DR, which was
2.38 1o 1872, mavypginsilv de jined to 2.24 4 1881. It increased
to 2.32 in 1881 and to 2.64 inm 1921. This increase in DR would
have Leen very marked in families bélonging especially +to the

depressed castes as they were the chief victims of the famine.

Table 7. Dependency Ratios in KEurnool

i Years ¢ 187z v 821 ! 1891 ¢ 191 Y 1811 |
R o R o e t
i Dependency ! ; t ¢ ¢ !
‘ratios t2.38 ¢+ 2.24 Y 2.3z ! 2.64 ! 2.54 |

. e s A e e M e e e En S e e e e R e e e e A v S M e e e e e e e =  m— b = e -

Sucth zn  increase i1in the DR  had adversely affected the
agrarian expansion - in the following ways. Firstly, 1in dry
regions +the cultivable wastes were not generaily preferred by
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wer pessents s these were less fertile and located far from
the villages. Hence, thzse lands were usually brought under
rlough mainly by the hardworking swmall and poor peasants with
1 lahours? . However, as there was & change in the
compositicon of families in +1he post-famine period, the family
lavour was hard to come bydé Secondiy, such peasants in the
post-fauine period were extremely impoverished. A Settlement
Officer remarked (in 15956); "the survivors among the ryots were
impoverished, many doubtless had deteriorated physically. A new
genaration has grown up, but the memory of the great famine still
lives =and has increased +the dull fatalism of the ryots”es.
Thairdly, the family life was severely affected in the post-famine
neriod. After the famine, widows, widowerz and orphans must have

“h o3

Ffovund it difficult to cope within an economy where the family was
the central productive unit. Perhaps, these circumstances would
have changed +the labour participation rates or 1led to an
intensification of labour effort. But it 1is doubtful whether
such chang.s had any signif’ :ant impact -~ the extension of
celtivation. Thus, <the poor anc =mall psasants were at &
disadvantage as far as extension of the cultivation and
raoccupation of the landzs relinguished were concerned.

Even 1if richer peasants wanted to occupy the cultivable
nastes, the reduction in the nunter of labourers and tenants in
the district had acted as & constraiant. A substantizl loss of
populstion (belonging mainly to agricultural lsbourer castes)
coupled vwith some out-migration had reduced the number of working
hands available in the district.

It is diffieult to establish +the actual decline in the
number of labourers as data on occupational distribution of
population in 1872 are not comparable with those in 1881. Hence,
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the troends in populatien belonging 1o the agricultural labourer

e las, Madigas and Bovas are taken as a proxy for
the trends in agriculiural labourers in  the district. This
method 1s justified on the grouncds that there was little
cccupationzl mobility during this pericd. However, it should be
noted that the preponderaznce of children and cld (especially in
1891) makes this method uansatisfzctory. The number of Madigas,
Malas and Bovas declined from 2.75 lakhs in 1872 to 1.74 lakhs in
1881 and incremsed to 2.08 lakhs in 18381; ccnsequently, their
proportion inr the total population declined from 23 in 1872 to 25
and remzined virtually the same in 1391i. As z result, the money.
and real wages of casual labourers in the district were not only
high but also were raplidly increasing during the period 1877-
1831 {(Figure 4). In contrast, a rapid population growth along
with immigration into the deltzic districts resulted in larger
labour availability and lower wages?9.

Loss of L' vestogk:

An enoruwous  lozzs I Ltttle Auvring aau after the period of
famine had affected the agrarian expansion 1in the district, at
least 1ill the late

sufficient in livestock. In +the =bsence of local breeding,

13808s. The district was never self-

farmers were importing cattle from Nellore and Guntur through
dealers on credit, at twice or thrice Lhelr average cost (Chetty,
1886; 113). Aiso, the recurring diseases mlsc periodically
ravizshed the coattle poprulstion?t. The shortage of fodder was 5o
acute that the farmers in parts of the district would buy cattle
at the beginning of agricultural season and sell them off after
the harvest?2. The famine had greatly reduced the cattle
population; the Collector’s estimate of the loss was 49 per
cent?3 . Consequently, the size of ploughing cattle continued to
be small around six to eight bullocks per 190 acres of tilled
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aren in the district (Table 3). Howevsr, considering the fact
that the datz on plouwghing =animals related +to both bulls and
bullocks, the number of bullocks per 190 acres of sown area muast
have been even smaller. Thue, +the ploughing animals were
insufficient for good tillage as well as for tihe extension of
cultivation in the district7¢.

Table 8: Number of Bullocks =nd Ploughs (per 198 acres of tilled
area) and Bullock/Plough Ratices in Kurnool District.

D e e e A Gma e e e e - S e W el e R e e e vem M e M v e W i A e e e v —

{Triennium |[Bullocks per !Ploughs per | Bullock/ |
]

tending 1090 acres of 199 acres of | plough

{with ttilled arez .'tilled area | ratio H
D ettt EeE e e T fmmmm ‘
1877802 ! 6.77 ! 3.51 ! 1.93 §
1188-83 ! 6.15 : 4.2 ! 1.53 !
[} { { q{ 4
{ ) ) 1
11887-98 7.97 3.59 |- 2.22
11898-93 ! 8.21 ! 3.87 { 2.12 |
11893~-96 ! 8.36 ! 3.98 ! 2.1 |
11896-99 ! 8.06 i 3.79 ! 2.12 !
11899-1881% | 8.5 ! 3.88 ! 2.29 !

Notes: ¥ Two yearly amverage. Source: Same as in Table 8.

Note: Figures for the first triemmium relate only to bullocks.
As no separate information on " ulls and bull-cks was given for
the periovu 1083/04 t¢  :1282,27, +**> a2t for this period are
omitted.

: . Polic] .

The colonial government’s policies in the collection of
land revenue had also severely affected +the agrarian expansion.
Though the failure of crops was complete during the famine
period, the percentage of land that was given remission was 28 in
1876/7 and 12 in 1877/8. While dry remissions were not given to
larger pattadars who were considered to be in a better position
to pay’ the land revenue (Benson, 1889; 193), those given to the
poor were insufficient. In the post-famine period, an enormous
loss of population and livestock led to a large extent of current
fallows; yet remissions were not given on these lands. Added to
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that, the rvots were unwilling to cultivets the lauds saddled
with arrears for which the crops on the land were liable to be
seized?s . These factors rssulted in an zccumulstion of land
revenue arrears on a scaie which was unprecedented in the

1
istrict {Appendiz T Ay vhe lz
&

) nds with cutstanding arrears
conld not be relinguished ti11 1879/82, the farmers fled snd ouly

&
g few turned up when the government tried to reinstate them in
the late 188@s and 13909s7% |

' In order to recoever the arrears through coercive means, &
separate department was sat  up. In the district, where
ordinarily land revenue wazs paid with the siightest pressure,
coercive policizs had to be employed for the recovery of as much
as 73 per cent of total collections 1in  1879/89D. in the
succeeding years, this figare ranged hetween 50 to 59 per cent.
Table 9 shows that the amount for which coercive processes were
issued was as large as Bs. 9 lakhs in the triennium ending with
1881/2. The colonial governmen found it very ‘i1fficult to zpply
pressure in the absence of movable property with the ryvots. The
Collectoer unashamedly regretted that "the heavy loss of cattle
sustained by the ryots has deprived us & most ready means of
recovering the government dues”. All that conld be collected by
distraining the crops and any movable properiy was realised.

It was soon realised that in many cases the arrears could not be
recovered as the ryots had deserted the villages without
relinguishing their lands?? .

Consequently, the government had to resort to auctioning of
lands. The number of defaulters whose property was s0ld (and
also the amount for which property was sold) was small compared
to those &against whom the coercive processes were issued. This

does not, however, mean +that najority of +the defanlters was
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subsequently able to pay the land reveunie. The payvments were
made elther by berrowing or by alienation of land in the private

Table 9: Puer‘¢ve Pr00bsseu tmploved ia Land Revenue Collections

‘Triennium| 1 2 . : 4 ! b : & '

it o R g Fommmm e — e e !

V1878773 Y 30304% 4432596 | 1169 ¢ 23649 | 14559 | 11404 |

11881/82 | 119798 863679 | 81€¢4 | 183423 1178534 | 79411 |

11884,/85 | 098331 361983 | 1475 | 24382 | 24849 | 15380 |

11887738 | 198776! 31411¢ | 1994 | 4370 | 28798 ' 3172 |

11888/81 | 105768 n.a o174 3321 | n.a | 18486 |

11893/94 | 179527¢ n.a ¢ 315 ¢ - 383% ! n.a | 3698 |

11896/37 | 18@0212¢ n.a v133 1684 ! n.m Y 2737 %

11899 /1899 214553! n.a Vo474 ] 5784 ' n.a | 4776 |

Source: Reporis on the Settlement of the Land Revenue of the

Provinces Under the Madras Presidency, for the relevant
years.

1 = Number of defaulters zmgainst whom coercive processes issued.

2 = Amount of arrears for which coercive processes issued.

3 = Number of defaulters whose property was actually sold.

4 = Amount of asrrears for which the propsrty was actually sold.

5 = Estimated value of the property.

6 = Amount —ealised from property sold.

transactions. A corroboration to the lztter can be found in &
sharp increase in the +total laad transacted in the post-famine
‘'period (Table 14). This was done partly to avoid the payment of
process fees and partly due to the fact +that the lands in the
auctioning were scold gt dirt-chear ratesT®. Evenn after the
revenue sales, the government conld not completely recover the
arrears mainly due to the differenze between the amount for which
the property was sold and actuzl amount realised at the auction
sales {(deduct 6 from 4 in Table 9). This difference arose as the
government had +to buy most of the lands for want of bidders at
very low rates. The remaining =zmount had to be written off
(Appendix 1).
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Regarding *ax burden as #n  impedinment to the sgrarian
expansion, the evidence is mized. The averzgs asseszment was

around one rupee per acre of drv land in most of the tzluvks., The

increase in pricez redaced +ths percentage of asgessment in the
gross preduce {(Tabnle 16), tnereby, ressened the burden of

Table 1@0: The Share (%) of Per-zcre Aszessment in the Grc;; and

Net Produce in Kurnool District (Dry land with jowar)

Yeur VEP LB Y CE O OYNE L AP.A !Bhare (%) of A P.A in !
H . (Rs), (Bs)! (BEs)y j(BRsy { (Hs) |~--=---mmmmmmmm e me o i
i H h N ; ; : G, P : N.P :
118865/86% 7.97) 2.8t 2.71% 3.21F @¢.94 ! 12.60 | .28 i
1189@ /91! B8.97 2.24¢ 3.95! 3.88! ©.94 | 1¢.48 | ?5.04 ;
118985/96] 1@ 38 Z2.68¢ 3.53% 4.25¢ £.94 9,668 + 22.12 !
:1898/99. #.27F 2.668, 3.62¢ &4.37 £.84 ! 8.83 { 21i.51 {
Y1834 /8501827 257 3,48 4. .21 @.84 ! 9.15 | 22.33 :
‘19@9/1@ 15,57 3.8 5. 32! §.32' @.84 ! 6.93 + 14.7%1 H

Sources: 1) Data on vields, cultivation expenses and per acre
assessment are obtained from PBR, December 17, 187G,
pp. 11114, 112908 and 11222,
2y Data on prices are obtained from Statistical

t4.1as of Madras Presidency, 181¢/311.

Notes: G.F = Groszs orod.ce N.P = et produce
¥ = Sezsonal vicsitiude C.8 = Cultivation expenses
A P.A = fszeszsment per acre

taxztion. However, in taluks of Koilkuntla and Pattikonds, the
assessments were heavy??®, a fact which was acknowledged even by
the Board of Revenuet®, Benson’s analysis zlso shows that "good
lands in these taluks {(espescizlly in Pattikonda) were left waste,
because of extrsordinarily high average sssessment on them"
{Benzson, 1889:27;. Perhaps., this was the reason why the average
assessment oa lands relinguished was somewhat higher compared to
that on lands taken up (Table 11). During the famine periods of
the late 187@s and 188¥s, the assessment on lands taken up was
naturally high as the richer farmers occupied the best lands
relinguished by the poor. During the non-famire period of 1888s,
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the mesgrrawacts  of lands btaken 1@ were generally low conpared

a

o
that on lands rszlinguisned. The same was noted in 1831/2; "while
the lands brought to reverue zzlss were high class lands, those

newly taken vr on darkbhzst wers second and third rate’ti

the policizs of  l1land reveme collecticns not only

affected vhe agrarizn expansion, but also led to copcentration of

Taeble 11: Average Assessment on Lands Qellnqulshed and Taken Up.

{S~year i Lands Relinguished N Lands Taken up !
taverage i R TS e e ke ;
tending with!Extent{Assessment | Avg. | onent fAssess:‘rt YAvg., !
iR R R Bakae e R L G e G e o b
11873,/80 t94z28 v 8727 ELOTY Y 37818 0 3223%4 ‘286 |
11834/865 1HE2G4 1 46 @82 7 11828 ¢ 57987 '@3.81 |
11838/59 t31278 ¢ 24553 BT 53242 1 37679 S5 I I
118384 /95% 142817 | 33830 Y@;LTT ;0 AD420 ¢ 31345 ‘M. T8
11899 /1888 [ 3B835 | 27641 Y@LUT3 Y 31236 ¢ 28603 . 3Tt

¥ 4-year average. The figures for tle year 1892/3 are excindad
as they included the rezumed service irams.
Source: B=ame a5 in Table 9.

land ownership in the district. While +the »icher farmers
occupled or bought some of £hs best lands in the dizstrict, the
poorer farmers occupied somr: of the ianferior lards due to higher

assessment on best lands.

Changes in Cropping Pattern

The slow agrariavn expzansion was, to some extent, due to the
partial development of commcedity market, Though the prices
started increasing from the mid-1888s, the product rarket falled
to gain & momentum dve to¢ the recurring famines. Zoon after the
famine struck, the peasantryy showed preference for raising food
crops8?2. Conseguently, the zresa under non-food crops, especially
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cotton, had gdeclined (Table 120 2irze the deeogde 1881-9%1 wag
free from famines, the farmers began to make efforts 4o grow cash
crops and thus, took advantage of the rising prices. dHowever,
the Tomines of 1381/2, 189€/7 and 1889/1%¢% compelled “them Lo
switcn back to the food crops The share of zrea uuder food
crops  gradually increased, wiile that und=r uacen-Sooua orops
declined during 189¢s (Table 124,
Table 12: Cropping Patte Kurwnol District {1377/78 to 12839/1300)
i3-Year | ; i | i i ; o i
taverage ) Rlce; Jowar{ OFC ¢ TFC !Indigo {Cotton! ONFC! THEC ‘Total‘
R R e = 4o b m e = e m e b Ty ¢
{18785 12.89% 41.91% 37.49¢ 82.29¢ 1.73 '1g4.82 | L.gg, 1T.714 2@781
! { [} 1 i 1 { ¢ { { H
] i 1 i ] 1 i [} ] i €
1886 13.81L) 44.75Y 37.71: 868.27¢ 1.17 ! 8.6 | 2.96! 13.73¢ 14069
1 1883 {3.45¢ 39.42' 34.58! T7.83" 4.8 13,77 | H.i2) 22.97: 15681
i 1836 13.28¢ 37.4¥' 37.18) 7T.85¢ 2.8T7 112.45% t T7.42% 22,15, 1738!
! 1889 (3.78! 33.44 37.89, 74.85%' 4.66 !11.81 ! B.89¢ Zb.15! 1847!¢
Y1882 13.589) 32.87¢ 37.69% TE£.74% Z.47 13.¢9 | 9.3 Z4 867 13621
U1865 14,990 22,240 39.34! 75.67Y 3,11 Y11.57% ! 894! 24 .33 1895!
Y 1883 13.54¢ 36.92' 37.73%F TT.28% 2.9oL 11.93 ¢ 8.T73: 22.72% 1851!
198 (3. 7@0 368.T7ThY 38.@230 7T2.083) $.689 12.45 | T .73 2€4.828¢ 1875
Sources: 1. Statistical Heturns ror wne Ysars 18377/72 teo 1330/91

2. Agricultural Statistics of Iadis, Various Issues.

Juch =2 partizl devslopment

the development of *transvort and

of commodity market wasz alded by

commerce. The rcad development

was brisk as the famine relief works were zlmost entirely on the
construction of rcads. Besides, the railway line between Madras
and Bombay passes very close to the district. By 138&s, the
district was connected with the delta districts of coastal Andhra
by & railway line, which placed a1l the parts of +the district
Within 2#8 wiles of the line. It stinmulated trade (chiefly in
cotton, indigo znd tobacco) and helped the emergence of market
towns such zs Nandyal and Cumbum.
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The digtrzict had trade ilrke with the Hycdersibsd State ms
well as with the rest of the Prezidency. Cu  =an averags, goods

worth more thazn 6 lzkhs were tragsacted betweszn Hyderasbod znd the

gigtrict during the period 18%1/2 and L8868/7 (Bsnzon, 1898: 383},
Regarding other parts in the Presidency, there are problems as
separate informati onn districb-wise trada

e 15 mnot available.
ata hetwesn Lhe Ceded

Districts and the rest of thz Presidency. Thezse districts were

¥hat we have 1is +the rail-borpe trade 4

exporting both feodgrains and industrial produce such as cotton

and oll seeds. The inmports imto the rerglon were insignificant
except in the famine year of 1881/9Z. Rice and focdgrains othex

than jowar and bajra constituted bulk of the imports. On the
other hand, Taw cotton  was the major idtem of .export.
Interestingly, exports of jowar and bajra gradually picked =2p and
in the early 1880s (incinding the famine yesars) these were the
najor articles exported from the region (Rac and Rajasekhar,
1989). Thus, barring the famine vears in which larger guantities
of rice we.s importeds?, the r-3ion experted inwar aand bajra on a
large scazle te  sub-regious voul within znd ocutside tLThe
Presidency.

Notwithsteanding the develcopment of itrade and trapsport, the
commodity market could not gain momentum mainly due to the
recurring famines in 1899s. Hewever, this was not the same
across the various strata of the peasantry. For inszstancs, the
proportion of cotton mres on inam lands was high compared to that
on govermment laads during the period 1879/80-1801/2. ©Since rich
peasants possessad most of the inam lands, they weres in a better
position as far as the culiivat

55,

n T cash crops was concerned;

and, in the prece took zdvantage of the rising pricss.

.3
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The foregoing discussicn revezls that the recovery of the

cultivated/occupied area was siow in  the district during ths
post~-Tamine pericd. Nonetheless, 1t varied acress variouns strata

of the peasaniry.

8a enormons 1oy o

vildespread impoverishment coupelled the small farmers to give up

most of thelr lands Bowever., as 1he lands with ovtstanding
arrears could not be relinguished ©iil 1878/80, these lands were

left fallow. As =uch lands wers nobt  given remissions, the land
revenue arrears  accumulated. Conesquently, most of the small
farmers elither fled or alienated the lands to private individuals
or Lo the govermnment at the auction szles. We havs data on the
eret and avnction sazles during

land transacted btoth in the regist
33. The totzal land transzcled

the period 1875/6-1886/7 (Table 1:

Table *3: udﬂﬁs Wraibaciad in the Registered Sales and at the
lcs

WYear 'Penistered sales! Aaction szles !
! tAres ¢ AA iBougnt by | AA | Bought vy | AA !
! : : fingividuals! ! government | '
1187578 { 12891 .19 | ! ! : !
}1576/? Y1261 1.15 ; ; H i
L187T7T/8 1 B179! 1.92 | ; ! ! !
lezB,u ¢ 9180 1.2 .| : ! : ¢
Y1878 /88 JEBhT 1.31 i } i 48744 .81 !
‘1884,/81: 31g14: 1.27 ¢ i Y 31385 M LTe
1881/2 1 147431 .49 | 3286 Yol 22 7253 9.78
11882/3 4 14187 1.32 821 1,34 1829 1.1y
11883/4 | 135681 1.32 ¢ 1178 Y131 1351 1.3 ¢
t1884/5 } 11337! 1.3 1283 T A o 1133 v1.63 4
1188857 V G4Ta 1.26 : 227 R - -2 433 Y1.97 !

Af = Aversge assessment
Source: As in Table 9.
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wae  mignificantly  high  durisg the perioa  1372/30-1384/0.

Precisely during thisz period, the colonial Eorcornment Was
rathlessly collecting the reverme syvroacs. Hence, we suggest

v off

the land reveune arvears. A second point that emerges from Table

[\l

that theme Jauds were Lransferred uader compulsions to ale

13 is +that lands alienated ic the registered an well as in

auction sales Lo private individuals were of high quality. The
average asscssment on these lands was consistently higher

compared to that on the lands altienated to the government, except
in the year 1884/%. Trhie implies that the best lands had 2 ready
market. We do not have data on class pesition of the tbuyers of
these lands. Given the miserable conditions of the small
fazrmers, it i3 reasonsble +to suppose that the rich farmers had
acquired thess lands. Again tne rich peasants occupied thz best
tzrnds relinquished by the poor during and =after the famine.
Congequently, the average sssessment on lands relinqguished was
lower compared to that on lznds taken up during the period
1875/6-1879/0@ (Table 11).

In the post-fawmine period, the small peasantyy could not
extend Lhe ~aitivation though large tracts of cultivable wastes
wore available and prices were on the rize from mid-1389s
onwards. This was mainly due to the changes in zage composition
of their families, resulting in an increase in Lhe depoadency
ratio in the last two decades of the nineteenth century. These
impoverished families consisted mainly of children, c¢ld and
widowed. Also they lacked able btodied men. These conditions of
rhysicsal deterioration continued for some more +time. This was
partly due to the mal-nourished children that the district had
inherited in the post-famine period; "a large number of infants
in the famine districts at birth showed all the marks of being

Tamine stricken. Fregusntly in such cases the mother had no
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visitvle signs of starvetlion, but hisr previous poor liviaog hed ths
effect of starving the foetus in utero”s4d. Morsover, 1he

existence of =3 large #number of widowed in theze families had
nampered their chances of upward economic mobility. In an
economy, Where family as a central econcmic unit plzyed an
important role 1in  occupying of arable wastes as well as ia
cultivation, such z disruption must have affected these families.
Thus, the famine coupled with the severe revenue collectiorn
policies of +the colonizl government resulted 1in a downward

mobiiity of smell peasantry.

As noted earlier, the changes in the age composition of
poprulation reduced the number ¢f labourers and tenants availsble
in the district. Such a decline had =zadversely affected the
landlord <class of Brahmins for they were more dependent on
agricultural labourers compared to rich peasants (Reddies). In a
slituwation of shortage of laboure

s
-

and tenants, the Brahmin
cultivation. The occupied inam lands, which constituted s
significznt proportion of +total occupled area, declired at a
faster rate during the period 1872/3-18398/1900 (Table 14,

A break-up of cultivable wastes and current fallows held under

S
cultivators had te Reep their pzr _izlly revenue-. ree lands out of
3

the irnam and ryotwari tenures is very suggestive (Table 18). The
cultivable wastes declined from 11.8 to 7.25 lakh acres between
18379/2¢ and 1829/89¢. The component of inam lands, which was
larger immediately after the famine, declined obviocusly as these
were the best lands and were greztly in  demand. A break up of
cultivable wastes and current fallows shows that the propertion
of imam lande in the total cultivable wastes was small in 1885/6,

but significantly increased in the late 13888=s. On the other
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Table 14: Cecuris=d Ares =znd Current Fallowz Undery fnam 1nd
Byotwari: Termres in KQIPOOL {1872’3 1RQQ/17ﬁ

iTriemmivm; Qccouplied land ¢ Current fali,wﬁ :
tending :~~“~~~~“~—~-~»—“m~”’-—+~"—«~~~—~—~—~-~———~~-“~_~“w—;
Twith dGovt, 5 dpami Total | Sovh, {(%)Y! Tnam {(%3! Tobal)
1 1874/5 11218 i 1@74F 229823 n. = ! T & Corma
t t ! [ i J t
i i t i t i i 1
11885,6 1131 [oa313y “@44 : Ly, 32 | 82,88 | 253 |
11388/9 11129 933y z2@B2 32.69 | B7.831 146 |
i1831/2 111560 {951, Zivs | 33.74 £9.26 | 188 ¢
‘189d/5 11163 i 825t 2@e3 ! 46 .04 52.96 | %5 S
11897/8 ;1183 \ 9568F 2121 ! 36.67 63.33 | 171
‘1899/19@@}11b5 943 2108 | BB 58.88 | 137 |

Various issues.

hand, the proportion of inam lands in the totzal current failows
was ranging between 67 and 87 (Table 15). Thus, conseguent upon
a decline in the ramber of tenants and labourers available in the
district, a significant proportion of inam lands‘was thrown out
of cultivation despite the fzct that these were the best lands in
the district.

Table 15: Cultivable Wastes (CW) and Currenﬁ Fallows (CF) in
Kurnool D*strlct

iYea ; W& © N CF ‘ CW f
; LA 1 B i O LA B € 1A B L VI
11879/80 159.4 &.4@.48 118@ : ; j : i i f
118883/81 {61.34,38.1611€88 | i H ' ; : '
11881/2 182,38 37.62{1@79 N { i | ' H i
1188273 {67.13132.87) 974 | i i i i i i
1188374 (£8.80{31.18 911 | : f ; i i i
11885/6 169.8%20.20, 882 [17.74132.281227 | 8.4, 2.8¢ {(ET75 |
11886/7 §88.61.ui.39$ 788 (2B.@6{7TL. 841230 | 85.32,14.68 1558 |
{1887/8 168.79131.210 774 ;24.13175.87:2192 | 385.46114.54 (564 |
11888/9 ‘64‘59‘3a.@lf 788 133.41166.59{221 | 76.52:23.48 1565
11889/99 184.82135.91 0 725 {15.37184.62 1168 | 79.9212¢.98 {565 |

bource: Same as in Table 14.
: Inam lands € = Total in U600 acres.

33



allows c¢cn inam

=
[y
+
'
8
-
f
[
O
s
n
H Y
T
[t
l-)
o
ot
th
T
o«
-
£
o
e}
-y
0
=
1
™
o
ol
ot
[

lands, the land revenue arreasrs had zaiso increzsed  {(Appendiz 1)

Also, revepus remissions on  these lands were not given, With =
rapid accumulation of arrezrs, the partially reveme-freas

proprietors had to relinguish or sell mach of their lacds zt
auetion salesdd, which led to a rapid decline in occupied inam
land (Table 14}, Az a vresult, the guit-rent on minor inams
declined from REs. B8938%Z in 1877/8 to Hs. 82889 in 1888/1, while
Jodi on  them had declined from Hs., 585685 to Es. 52369 during the

same period (Appendix 2).

A further decline in the number of tenants and labourers
had worsened the pesition of Brahmin inamdars during the last two
decades of the nineteernth century. Again the availzbility of
cultivable wastes and reduction in the incidence of land revenue
onn govermmeant lands brought do . the demand fo o  inam lands; thus
sgueezing the rental incomes of the landlords. The same was
cbhbserved in 1226; “one cause of their (Brahmir landlerds) poverty
ig ... the reduction of the assessment on government lands, which
affects the rentzal values of inams® (Chetty, 1886: 186).
Consequently, thev had to alienste most of their land through
registered as well as azuction sales. Tzble 18 shows that the
share of land =o0ld by Brzhmin inamdars was considerably high,
around 2¢ to 3@ peyr cent during the period 1890/1-18912/3 In
Markapur, nearly two-thirds of the inam lands were sold to either
private iadividuals or to the governmeot. By the turn of the
century, the importance of Brarmins as the ‘landed aristocracy’
was on the wane. It was observed "land is passing more and more
into the hands of the cultivating claszes st the expense of the

absentee land holdings and the lowsr casleg 86

4%



Table 16: Lmnd Tranalfsrs by 3tatus of the Alienator.
{Aresa in acres)

| \By wholly or partly {By revenne paving t Total ¢
t3-yearirevenue free proprietoripropristor ! ‘
tAvg. P e R et 4 om e e oyt !
tending! MNumber ¢ Arexn {0 Number | Ares ‘Rusber i Area !
twith - e e Fomm ‘ !

; v BOCT BPCG: BOC ¢ BPCGIBOCY BPCGY BCC! BPRCG ! ;
5 P | H { : ; i i i i i
e i T fmm i e T fmm - E ¢
1334 ¢ 1671 B28Y 1161 ! 48331 55 1999 344114433' 2848!198865:
t1887 ¢ 227 845, 187 § 4527! 68, 23T 680, 154331 34120710
¢ 198 L 43¢ 4885 423 L 414201920 1TTT! 88411385674 2418118793
{1993+ S54% 645! 423 | 510w, 164 2318!11285115132) 3171i21646!
i199% 1 227 B85y 197 | g¥22: @l 21580 32331143657 2865H121320)
{o1gwg | 5% 33%%Y 387 ' 3199, 52 18010 347113488 23541176097
1912 51 L@6: 44 1 4471 49 1874 2581114825 25H3311968T!
P191 3! 21 481} 32 1 3235 bt 4407 T1V 33940 20690199567

X (One yvear figure .
BGC = By order of a court. BPCG = By private contract or gift.

Source: , Yaricas Issues.

The lands alienated by the small peasantry and landlord
class were acquired by the rich Reddy peasants. Since the loss
of population =mong the Reddies was low, thev were not seversly
affected by the changes in the age composition of pepulation.
Unlike Brarming, they {(luoclading women) used to work on the lands
and consequently, the decline 3in the rnumber of agricultural
labourers did not affect them. They zlso participated in trading
activities even during the famine periodd? . 50, when the lands
were scld at dirt-cheapr rates in the post-famine period, they
were able to acguire them. Moreover, the fertile lands, which
were relinguished ia the pogst-famine period were zlsc occupied by
them as they were dominant bhoeth politically and economically.

Hence, their chances of upward mobility had enhanced.
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policies have played an important role in the mobility of rural
househclds during this period. The fzamine by Dpringing about
changes in the ag=s and sex composition aspecially in famlliss of
swall farmers, resulrved in thelr dowrnward mobility. The ability
of rich farmers to cope up with the problems posed by the famine
proved to be much better than that of the small peasants. Even
though, the landlord class could overcome +the hardships of the
famine, it was severely ffaected by the short supply of tenants
and labourers.
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Appendix i: Land Hevenue Arrears (LRAY and Amount Written off
(AWO) on Various Land Tenures.

i Year { Ryotwari Lands | Shrotriem Jodi | Minor Inams |
: e o fmmmm e ¢
' ! LRA I AWO ! LEA ¢OAWO Y LRA : AWO!
e e o e fm e e Fom TP o !
t1875/8 ! B1341 ¢ 1214 | 166 ¢ nil } 15335 | rnil!
t1878/7 ! 21784 + 2443 563 | wil 12821 1375
Y1877T/8 ¢ 874898 | 838 12226 ¢ nil (151974 ! 2531
11878/9 + LE@B98 ¢ 1855 ! 17983 ! nil 1166853 | 8851
'1878,/80¢ 349276 ¢ 713 16483 ! nil (118438 | 331
(1889 /81% 238132 Y 1975 ¢ 12838 4 mnil L 92788 L 1487
1188172 + 1786@6 ¢ 5T8TL ! 13842 | 496 1180675 | 45824
11882/3 | 83831 | 66968 ! 86308 | ai U B@A3¢6 328998
11883/4 | 18878 | 5465 | 5758 Y nil ! 15443 1 BBET,
1884 /5% | 19142 ' 4386 ! 5349 ¢ wnil | 5578 | 557
11885/8 ! 8323 ' 249 | 5049 1 4549 {559z | 775!

Source: Dam= as in Table 9.

Appendix 2: Decline in Revenue on Minor Inams in the District.

e e s o e P e e i e o e = e e e e e e mm e em S e A e e e e e e e e e e e R e A bar e e

Year ; Minor Inams ,

3 b e o e e s e ——— — — Amr . B B - v . 1 H
] ] i 1
; Muit-rent (Rs)! Jodi (Rs) Remaris !
e s T T —— fm o fo e :
11877/8 | 89362 ! 7.8 {—— decline is '
11878/9 | B91B44 i Bgas6s Yt due 1o the :
11872/892 87339 ' 56135 t Gt -relinguish- |
11889,81, 82889 v bz3go ¢l ment & sale
11882/3 | 87892 v B2167 U of inam lands
11883/4 { 85652 v B39a1 I :
11384/5 | 85271 i b2729 ke ,

Source: As in Table 9.
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?QJPL (afr'i T—h.;_._n'» nees
1. Revort of the Famine Commission, Vol. , hereafte
Report of the Famine Cummiqn;qg, w.3b4. HnweVPv e cormmission
could not decide how mach of thiz loss was uue to uSEPPtJW” from
the villages and how much to death as further information waz not

gvailable.

2. At a macroe lavel, Dharma Kumar a
labourers, tenants, small cultivators

the most during the pericd of famins (
3. Though Malthus iszter on 24

preventive checks such zs delayved marr
is popular 1in ezplazining both the s
the past (Ladurie, 1974} and the r
recent times azfter the subsistence cr
1974 79-38). Helleing argupd that =2
death rate in Burope during the 18th
so much due to improvement of medical

and preventive) and conseguent reduction of mortality in

vears. It =<as o omn

great crisis.

mainly due unm

4. The available food might be uu
of manitpulaticn, hosrding and control
well-to-do. The geographical obstacle
also play an  importsnt rols in
distribution. In fact, Appleby (1878)

preventLing

regued that the agricultural
and weavers had zuffered
Kuamar, 1984: 231).

itched from pessimizsm to
tages and so on, nis theory
low growth of population in
apid population growth in
isiz is overcome {Helleing,
secular downward trend of
ard 18th centuries was not
facilities (both curative
‘normal’

of the

istakable abatement

cause
more
] }‘l-\r‘
‘eotive
femgine

egqually ppo”twoncd b
of suppliezs by
& or transport 117
Mol
CRUESR

=

locates thse oi

and conseguent high mortality rates in Tudor-Stuart England
primarily in transpert bottlenecks

5. This parsgraph 1is based on the articles writizn on the
extension of &Sew’e zrgumsant. They are Desai (1888) and Ghose
(19823,

6. This paragraph is based on Ambirajan (1976) and (1878).
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7. In M=z_awi the deserted wr =p received mp-" support and help
from oth.i: weabere 75 #2000 F- T iee 4y the inatial stages of the
famine of 13249 (Vaughdn, 1987; 1323,

8. The colonial government followed such a favourapvle policy
towards women. For instance, in Bengal famine of 1943, nearly 69
per cent of +the people who received free relief were women
{(Greencugh, 1882, 199).

9. 1ir Bangladesh, where death rates for females are normally
higher than females at nearly zll sges, the disadvantage of younsg
females {(under 19 years) appears Lo have been exaggerated during
the 1874-75 famine, but dizaster diminished or even reversed the
disadvantage of clder women in most age groups by raising male
death ratesz more than female death rates. In 1875, mortality was
higher for men than for women from age 2% on {(Watkins, 1985;
656).

1¢. The wmortality rates among the children in many of the
famines were found to be higher than other age groups. Lardinois
found that as a resuvlt of famine of 1578-8, the greater deficits
in the census of 1881 occurred in numbersgs of children under 19
vears (Lardinois, 1885; ). The most-reliable age-specific
deaths from famine come from the records of +the Demographic
Sarveillance System in Matlab thana, Bangladesh. As compared to
the averages for the five years prior to the independence in
1971, the rreatest increases during the famine occurred zmong the
childrer =aged 1-11 months foll. ed by childrer in the ags-groups
of 5-9 years (Chen et zi, 19Y1:i:418).

11, In Bangladesh famine, <+the death rates ameng the people
above 45 were one of the highest and only next to those among the
children (Chen et =}, 1977, 418).

12. Ashtonn =t =} (1984, 617-38) =mttribute the higher mortality
rates among the old people zbove 4@ years tc the food allocation
system would bve less favourablie to the less privileged group of
above 4.

13. For detzils on the out-migration from the Madras
Presidency during the period 1R72-1881, see Lardinois (1985: 458-
68). Narrating the effects of famine of 1935 on a Chinese
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viliage, nn syewitvness wents: +the 7iilags aad 2 populeticon of
538 people in 78 families, In the winter of 1835, 2& entire
families left +the village, from each of 39 families one t¢ three
persong lelt the village, leaving only 12 families intact” (Haco
Puan-5Sui, 1939, 2487,

14, When Lardinois (1385, y compared the population of Madras

in 1872 and 1881 censuses, he found that = substantial oyoportion
of pormlation perished due to the famine 1878~78. Despite that,
in 1881 census, 85 to 98 per cent of the total population in
Madras resided in their district of birth.

15. In fact, the investment in gold and silver {which can be
soon liguified in difficult times) is one of ithe insurance
mechanisms devised by the peazants to, fight the mhanger in the
event of famine (Morris, 197%5: Jodha, 19878).

16. The districts of Kurnool, Cuddapah and Bellary were ceded
to the East India Company by the Hizam of Hyderabzd in 1888 for
the maintenance of a bvody of trcops kunown as Hyderabad subsidiary
force and in payment for the trocps furnished during the Mysore
Wars (Maclean. 1877; 21). Thougn the rights of sovereigoty over
Kurnool district {(then callzad as Kurnool Preoper) were vested with
the company, muslim rule continued till 1839, when ths Nawab was
dethroned for his rebtellious conduct. For a brief periond., the
district wis administered by an agent o  thne Governor. The
agency administratios laster till 18658/5% . when the taluks of
Cuombum, Markapur and koilkuntla from the Cuddapah district and
that of Pattikondx from Bellary district were zadded to Kurnool

Proper and the whole formed inte a Colleciorate. In 1864/81, 89
villzges were transferred to Hellore, while ten ¥From Bellary and
six from Cuddspah were added to the district. The district

remained intact till 1853, =zave some wminor changes.

17. BSee Tt i oner of Kurnool, October 12,
1841, parz. 3.

18. ©See The Letter from the Commissioner of Kurnocel to the
Chief Secretarv to the Government, October 25, 1843, No.36, paras

11 and 13.
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18. SBince land revenue was collected in - _cordance with =ach
year’s produce, the cultivators wsre reluctant 1o undavtake any
developmental activities in the land, as increase in production
would only mean more payment of land revenue +o the goverrmment.
Though Marnro attributed the uvnsatisfactory agricultural
production in the region t¢ the vpoverty of +the people, Niimani
Makherjee refuted such an explanzition by saying that "to the ryot
poverty and high assessment wsasre mach +the same thing. The one
was ‘the cause of the other. Poverty prevented the ryot from
making -the land productive and hish assessment deprived him of
the fruits of his latour” (Moukherjee, 1862; 2583.

20. There were scarcitiez in 18082-1394, 1835-07, 1824 and
famines in the vesrs 1833 and 18E4.

21. There was a widespread depression in the prices during the
period 1826-1852, ‘tharring the famine pericd of 1832-24 (Gribble,
1876; 315-6).

22. Bes Settliemsat Report of EKurncol FProper, 1363, hereafter
SRKP, Appendix B and alsc see Settlement Report of Pattikonda
Taluk, PBR, June 19, 1871, hersafter SBPT. p. 4240.

23. Letter from the Cormmissio
Governgent., December 16, 1839, para. 41.

24, Though the logic of RS was to encounrage the cash crop
cultivation, i1t had barely picked up. There was marked extension
of cultivaticn of indigo and sugarcane in the region during ithe
pericd 1878@-28, However, cotton did not show a correspondling
increase due to the subsistence nature of the ryots, high cost of
cnitivation and heavy assessment. Nevertheless, cotton to some
extent waz cultivated because of the compulsions of land revenue
payment in cash (Mukherjee, 139¢2; Z66: Raju, 1941; 92-81).

25. Although cash crop cultivation was taking place and area
was extended (to the cultivation of foecd grains)., land did not
become saleable due to the high assessment. Munro felt (ia 1887)
that "even a remission of 59 % would not immediately render the
lunds saleable. It would be hindered ... by three factors - want
of the 2ryot’s ccanfidence at first in the permanence of the
remission, the unwillingness of all other castes excepting the
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Pq?+LVH**”‘ castes  to huw 1auﬂ erd the gene &l  poverty of the

ryoets” (See Munro’s HReport dated August 15, 1887, cited in

Mokherjee, 1962; 287:). Ldud market could aAt pave daeveloped
2

during the period 1887-5¢9 due 1o the low pricses
agricultural commoedities, availability of cultivable ws
siow population growth,

26, A Colics Ct;;A of FParere Relzting 1o the Inam Setilement in
the Madras Presidency {(#Mad i, 1848), p. 324.

2%. A compariszon  of the D hakt the /B8R o
1875/76 with the averagss for the rlie 1 1ég1/2
shows that the prices of food grains doubled {and even treblied)
during the period 1863/4 to 1BE87/5. Though +the prices declined

by b Ll L
cre  s5till  higher compared to the

from 1263/9 onwards, they Y
wr to the Anerican Civil ¥War.

average for the period pric

22. The ravision of land revenue rates aizo reduced the burden
of taxstiocn and facili ad ‘the ax PdMEiOﬁ of cultivated aresa.
For instance, with = red on of 1@ to F5H per ocant in the
assessment in 186 villag n Kurncol Proper, the culiivated area
expanded (SREP., para. 199, The Collector wrote in 1865 that
consequent aporn the revisioa of land revenue rates in Pattiikonds,
"the cultivation has increased yearly in aslwmost mathematical

regualarity ... In the other tzxliuks (excepting Cumbum and
Markzpur) there has alsce been an  increase of caltivztion and

revenne' . 3Ses Letter from the Lo l =2ctor of Ki nool to the Board,
PER, Lprii 48, 1oL, g.dano.

22, In these taluks, the =zhare of assessment to total gross
produce onn  ordinary landzs waz 19 per cent in 1862/3 Howaver,
with the decline in Dprices, it increased +to 25 wper cent in
1873/4. The figures are calculated from Ibid r. 2236.

30. Inid., pp. 2025-2231%1.

31, Im 1863, an increase {(of 18 to 16¢ per cent} of assezsment

Sl
“} X%
@
‘(I.,

s

+

in 174 villages In Karnool Proper resultsed in  relingnis
land especialliy in MNandikothor (Chetty, 18884, ﬁl}. In

Pattikonda, encouraged by expansion of cultivated area till late
18685, the <clealal government enhanced the land revenue. The
settlement officer himeelf admitted that "the s=suddern zadition of
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Rupees Z7773 or 14 per cent to the demand of & taloek like
Pattikonda, devoid of wealth and irrigation, 1s deubtless a

serious enhancement"” {ERPT, 7p.4218). Net heeding 1o the
apprehensionz  of t i settlement officer, the government

introduced the new rates in the taluk in 1872/3 and "a large
extent of land (Acres 28823 was relinguished in conssquence of
the high rates of assessment imposed by the JSettlzment

Department” (Anpual Settlement Report of Karacol, PBR. 4&pril 1,
1875, p.25@9). Similarly, +the ryoits in Keilkuntla relinquizhed
1669 =acres owing chiefly +to the heavy =szessments (Angual
Settlement Report of Knrmool, PBR. May 24, 1876, p.4813).

32. "During the American war ... the cotton producers had
prospeyous time of it. Land owners ... invested their nnusual
profits in land”. See Settlement Report of Koilkuntla Taluk,

hereafter SEKT, 1871, p. 7.
33. Census of Indiz. Madras, 1872, p.
34. 3SRKP, para 36.

35. The emount of arresrs ~° r which coerc’ve pProcesses were
issued lucreassed from Bs. 327 ia Lhz triernmium ending with 1861i/2
to Rs. 1.94 lakhs in that ending with 1875/86. The amount of
arrears for which sales were resorted increased from Rs. 311 to
Rs. 12275 during the same period (Benson, 183%9; 28).

36. SRKT., p.8.

37. Between 1865/6 and 1871/Z2, the porulation of the district
increased by 18.63 per cent. in some taluks, the porulation
increased by more than 29 per cent. See PRR, October 22, 1888,
p. 8358 and =alzo ‘Taluk-War Statements of Kurnool Distriet’,

Census _of India. Madras, 1833.
38. SREP, pzra 38.

38. SBKI, ». 7.
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41 As the registration of births asnd deaths
i1n the late 182@s, the imperfascticasz in th
The village servanis, who collzeted datz on
absencs of any legislation znd exirs  amount
this work, showed litt.e intervest in the co
statisties. So, there was zn under regilstyaztion ; = hirths
and deaths (6ap€‘ld ly of femzlesy. This problem became nore
acute in 1377, as the village servants, ligs rth~vs, wandered
away from the villages in search f foo Besides, the people
who lett the villages for feood or work ”pﬁrighed by the road
sides, in ditches, in Jungle paths, and zaway fromw huoman
inhabitations, ca It was mnoet uncommon thing to district
officials in their tours across the country Lo CcoOme wpon OUMEerons
bedies and skeletens in the course of a moraing ride ... (and) it
is probable that 11 mortzliity occurring this was inf

unrecognised” . Howsver, nctwithstanding the disorgar

administration system and dizrapted family and soc .'fi, the
registration of deaths clezrly portrayed +he intensity of famine
in =11 the spverely jffnctﬂﬂ BEreas . ‘b rte } ‘nﬂ ‘ QQQQKL_Qi

L 't 7 I

0

‘1’(:

p.75.

42. The Adivergence between the intensity of famine and numnbe
of dezaths (especizally towmrds Lhe f ine) wus maial
explained in terms of famine induaced disezases. Ses W.R.Cornish
‘Thie Influence of Famine on Growth of Population’, uuliuhad Y]
an Appendix tc The Fourteenth Aprmaal Report of the Sapitary
Commissioner. hereafter Corniszsh The Influence o¢f Famine, p.
1zxvi, Lardingiz, 'Famines, Epidemics’, p.

-

43. In response Lo the questions by E wine Commlssion, the
Board of Revenue estimated these figures. Taking the average
arey for the period 1872/3 - 18785/6 and v1 1d figures presented
by the Collectors and the Settlement Deparinment, the Board
estimated that total {food pr@duction Was .52 1zkh  tomns.

Deducting 16099 tonzs for seed requirements and 1. 95 lakh tons for
human consumption (at the rate of 1.5 lbs per diem), the Board

astinated that the surpiue in the district waz 2.41 lakh tons.
For details ses, PBR, December 1%, 1878, pp. 11iw6-1112Z Though
Board admitted +that these Tigares were aot raliable for the
Zamindari dishbricts, they are falrly rellable for FRur Tnosl 23
there were oo Zamindzris. Moreover, the yield figuves Tor Lhe



istrict were Gbased on actual experiments, while For oiher
dlatrlbts LIrey were estimates.
34. The wvalue of food zrains imported into n

Presidency h&
lakhs in 37
11261,

s +

¢ increased from Re 45.71 lakhs in 1875-6 &«

8/7 and to T63.86 lakhe in 1878/7. Ses Ibid, .
*

45. Feurteenth Anpual Report of the Sanitary Commissionsr,
pP.9

46. 1Ibid p.10

47, Ibid, », 7.

48. The fallazcey cof food aveilabiliiy decline aprproach is
evident in ths followiag statement; “the loss of 1ife depended
chiefly o, the accessibility of +the +taluks for the suprly of
Brain, 20d the compzrative tchness of th country. Thus, the
psxrts of Ramallakot, most dastvant from +the railways, are much
richer than greatsr psrt of Fattikonda” and hence, the loss wss
relatively low in the former {Benson, 1889; 7).

43. The mechanism throughh which thess ¢lass=z zuilared was
more or less the same across the districts in the Presidency.

When c¢rops failed, bhe agrionltnral opervatlons came Lo oA
standstill resulting ia drying op of employman! opportunitlies.
The prices increased dus hUuLdiﬂg oL 10u6 stocks  and the

1o

tenants and =mall ryots who were also part-labourers suffered in
the above process. With the declios in  demand 'y niuzfar*wrea
goads such as cloth and non-avallabiiity of vaw material many
weavers were thrown out of the employment., These classes could
stay in the villages t111 the cazitle and jewellery were exhausted
and credit dried wp. Later on, they wandered orv :gf%@l the
relief camps. However, nany people wers soon exhansl
mortality rates started showing an apward  traend. Sea ﬁe*ort Qi
the Famine Ccommizszion, vp. 17-18.

1y
f

53#. See W.R.Cornish, The Influence of Famine, p. 1lxxxviii.
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H2. Ibid. Cornish in orupr *C find empiriczl
observations made by his subordinate officers

conducted 2 special censvs in =2 Ldfge number of
Presidency. The rezults of Lhis CanSUS
cbservatlions. The resulits il s }

doubtful, because of the {oi

censns, with which the res
cempared, under enumersated the Seo
himself admitted, +the nigher wmortzlity for men

in SOnE
degree due 1o "the imperfect way in which the f 1id

qlﬂ mortality

WES registered”. Fourteentin Aranz Repo; of Sanitar
53, DSes Censn : : sidency However,

this result 15 alsoc sabject Lo the *m11aT1=u of zex-wisze

popalation dztz in the censuses of 1872 and 18381, See foot note

85,

54, KEourteench Report of Sanitary “»mmissioner, op.-it. p. 79.

5.- Ibid. p.78.

56. The reasons are the Following: {1} Demographic reasons:
The nmamber of women exposed 1o the rigk of conceiving varies
under the effect of +the wmortality and the disturbances in
nuptiality rates: (2) ledical and sanitary reascns: The general
staete of onder-nutriticn brought about & -loss in the welght of
tndividuals ranging from 20 +to 3@ per cevt. The tzsts carried
out &t the relief camps revealed that the wmen who weighed onn an
aversgs 5¢ to 24 kg did not weigh mere than 35 kg, whils the
weights of women, which on ordinary davs were 43 to 45 kg, fell
te 28 keg. Huaman beings can tolerate loss of welght Lo the tune

of & 1o ¥ per cent, with little functional disorganisatiown.
Bowever, =z loss of 35 +4a 49 per cent would result desth and
before that, it must have resulted 10 the stoppage of ovular
cycles for women. (3) Social reasons: A large number of couples
were affected by migration or lack of privacy in the relief camps
{Lardinois, 1885, 482). :
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57, Amalvsing  the oivil  conditions e the Freacdenoy, the
Census Commissioner remarked that the large numbef of widowed
"noticed for the famine distriets esxplain thenselves, beczuse
they occur in the famine districts. In +the grezt wortslity, an
abnormal number of husbands and wives died. The wives of the
former have not remarried, hecauwse of law and custom does not
allow it; +the husbands of the latter have not remarried, because
they cannot affcrd to do 30", Bee Census of Indiz, Madras, 1881,
Yol.l, p.73.

583. The collector’s replies to +the Famine Commission suggest
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