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This paper attzmgts to bring out t h e  impact of famines on 

peasant mobility i n  Xurnool d i s t r i c t  of Andhra during the period 

1870-1900. It emphasises that the interaction of demographic and 

socio-economic factors played a crucial  role in bringing out  long 

term s t ruc tu ra l  changes in a backward and stratified agrarian 

economy. This  has been shown t o  take place in a manner that 

calls into question the orthodox Marxist as well a s  Chayanovian 

approaches which emphasise, i n  a deterministic fashion, one or  

the  other set of factors. 

The paper argues that famines and their impact are  not 

random. The famine  of 1876/78 was very s e v e r e  on v u l n e r a b l ~  

sections of the society. By bringing about changes in the age 

and sex composition especially in families of small peasants, it 

caused their downward economic mobility. The colonial policies 

of land revenue collections also contributed t o  t h i s  process. 

The ability of r i c h  peasants to  cope up with  t h e  problems posed 

by the z ~ s , , ~ ~  w ~ s  $is.:in,tly b 2 L L - A  ~ i ~ a . 1  Lhat of the small 

peasants. Bance, the former benefited from the economic 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of the l a t t e r  both during and after the famine. 

Although the  landlord class of Brahmins could overcome t he  

hardships of t h e  famine, it was affected by the reduced supply of 

tenants and labourers. Thus, a polar izat ion  of peasantry seems 

t o  be the predominant tendency during t h i s  period. 



rorluct i qa / 

Mortality crises s ~ l c h  as famines and ep idemics  were a 

regular feature of the nineteenth cen tu ry  Kurnool . P e r i o d i c a l l y  

they ravished the population, leaving marks on its size and 

composition and also the agrarian s t r u c t u r e .  This district 

witnessed widespread famines in the years 1876/78, 1891/2, IS96/7 

~ l n d  1900. The. famine of l676!78 devastated several. parts of the 

Madras Presidency; the cu l t i va t ed  area declined by 22 per cent, 

3.5 to 4 millien people had perished and in as n3ny as 1136 

villages m&e t h a n  40 per cent of the population was missin&. 

The impact of these famines on the peasantry in Kurnoof d i s t r i c t  

was no t  crrily severe B u t  also varied in its in tens it,^ across 

, various strata of the peasaratryz. This paper, while ar~alysing 

the changes in p o w l a t i o n  and agrarian economy 03 the district 

during t h e  period 1870-1900 brings out '.he impact of these 

famines on peasant mobility. 

The paper is preseat.ad ia five sections. The first sect,ion 

discusses the anr7yticai relationship between f mines  and 

economic n l n l i l i t y  of r u ~ a l  LouseZ-tolds . The second section 

provides u background to t h e  -3grarian economy of the district. 

The subsequent two  sections analyse the impact of the i876/78 

f amfne on the population and agrarian economy of the distr ict  

respecti-.?ely. The final sect ion brings ou t  the impact of famines 
on peasant mobility during t h e  period 1875/1900. 
J j 
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the Malthusian logic, many scholars a t t r i b u t e d  famines to the 
decline I?  f ~ o d  availability. It is somewhat difficult to accept 

this approach in the light of most recent theoretical and 
ern~irir?? ttcrks. Firstly, Bbaerup 61965) argues that population 

pressure, rather than being a cause of demographic catastrophe, 

has been the dr iving force behknd agriet1,ltural innovatian and the 

greatest incentive f o r  increased agrar ian  product,ion. Also, 

Malthus failau to foresee the yoterrbial gr~wth of modern 

agriculture and industry. Secondly, food availability decl ine 
approach fails to take note of the distributional asgects4. 

The l a t t e r  point is better articulated by Sen (1984), who 
challenged the food availability decline approach. For him, the 

central issue is not the total quantum of food, but the way in 

which it is distributed. He argues that  although. there was no 

serious decline of food availability during t h e  Bengal famine of 
1843144,  a considerable number of people died simply because of 

the "failure in peoples' entitlement to the food". 

Notwithstanding the skeptical remarks on the novelty and wider 

application of Sen' s argument IHitra, 1985; Srf nivasan, 1983 1 and 
also the .~xamples of famine in which food availability did  

d e c i i ; ~ ~  ,L;s,iton et al, 19841, h i s  a~proach is extremely useful, in 
understanding why some people would starve and perish in a region 
during a famine period, while others, in the same region, would 

live in comfort. 

Let us see how a failure of employment errtitlement would 

result in starvation of some families in an economy, where market 
relations are  just pmetrating. Here, some fsmilles produce 
mainly food, while others  acquire food mainly In exchange of 

ei ther  Xabuur l agricultural labourers), or products of labour 
[ a r t i s a n s ) ,  or services (barbers, washemen, e t c . ) .  In the case 



of f sod praducsrs, the access ts f ~ a $  is a function of their 

production capabilities, which, in turn, are de teminad  by their 

commaad o r  productive assrts .  Depending on the nature of 
pr~duct ive  assets, t h e i r  focd surplus would vary across t h e  good 

and bad pears; hence, their s.  sceptlbility to a fpnine. For the 

am-f ood producers, access to f nod is related to "employment 

entitlementsh'; it is the level of demand by t h e  food producers 

for their labour G products of labour, or services which 

determine t h e i z  vulnerabilit to s t a r r ~ t  ion in any particular 

sf tuat ion . Thus, a crop failure, by reducing employment 

opportunities f u r  the non food producers, might result in their 
starvations . 

B u t  whefher or no t  a f al lure  in empluyment entitlement 

would result  in s ta rva t ion  deaths depends on the survival 

techniqnes, viz . , migration, evolved in a society and the state's 

relief measures. However, unlike pastaralists and for that 

matter  food gatherers, the geographical r n r ~ b i l i t y  of the peasants 

would be somewhat restricted a5 cumitment tc ,he land limits the 

lattkr's mobility as w e l l  as their adaptability to a crisis in an 

aLie3 land.  The f a m i n e  policies of5en fail to provide relief to 

the victims. For i n s tpnce ,  in calonial Lndla, fxmine palicy was 

mos%ly guid-d by the princip~es ~f clussica,  political economy. 

As a short-term emergency measwe t h e  %nithian X a i ~ e z  -faire 

polizy > ~ u v e d  to be a rregat~ve approach. Again, as regards the 

long-term yerspect.fve on Indian  fa~ :~ ines  ?&.he prevslent Malthusian 

argument was; '*what is the use of saving lives when once again 

the people so saved would suffer in the same way?".  Such a 

"callousness tonards l i f e " ,  no doubt, had a devas-bating impact on 

the yulnerabf e sections of the society6 . 



Thus, is a strati%i~d society where insursnce mechanisms 
are not readily available and state's help is meagre, a famine 

would r e  A in a large ~cuqtser f deaths. Following Sen's 

argument, such an increase in deeth rates would obviously be 

overwhalmlrrp, am~ng the pour, which again need n u t  be same across 

age groups awl sexes. The pclunger and middle aged men are likely 

to do hard work either in rel ief  camps or as agricultural 
labourers .  Such bard work coupled with their pkrysical 

de te r io ra t ion  dur-lng the fan. ne period would mak,. them muck more 

vfilneratle towards the epidemic diseases and lead to higher 

moxtalfty rates among them. On the otkrer hand, the survival 
chances uP adu l t  women, left behind in t he  villages to look after 

the children 2-d old, would improve (Vaughan, 1987: 118-47) as 

the incidence o? famine-induced diseases would be less here. The 

deserted women would also be helped by friends, relatfves and 
uthers7. However, the women fn t h e  relief camps are no t  likely 

to suffer f r o m  exhaustion as t h s  gratuitous refief is Liberally 

provided to t k ~ e d .  Added to that, females have a better 

(hornonally determined) '~mune reststance (Waidron, 1983: 324-5) . 
Given the fact that higher m o r t a l i t y  r ~ t e s  are mainly due to the 
spread of f mine-induced diseases, such reyistanca may help the 

women to Ptght the infectious diseases better than men. Hence, 

wme2 3 3  likely to expexisrrce lower mor?aii_ty rates t h ~ n  their 
male counterparts. 

Fsmales, however, are said to be t h s  victims of social  

dfscr5mfnation. Greenough argues tha t  under the influence of 

patriarchal valms of the Tndiari Hindu society, prtority is given 

to the feeding of the  adult males  and male ch~idren so as to 

ensure the continuance of the male line (Greenough, 1982: 215-7). 

Moreover, women in the rgpruductive age grwps a r e  likely to be 

more susceptkble to famine despite the f a c t  that they are 



biafogirsallp stronger 'than m a n .  

Let us have a look at t h e  evidence on sex-wise modal i ty  
rates. Tr t h e  famine of 1875-' '3, the women appearad to have died 
in less n m b e r ~  as compared ?n ?.he mpn in Madras (Lardinois, 

1985: 45Qt and RomSay Presidencies (MacAIpin, 1983: 63-7). Even 
during the Rengal. famine sf 1943J4, Greertouglz admlts t h a t  

' O f  ernales experi.2nced smaller increases in mart; lity . . . than 
males" in all t h e  age groups {Greenough, 1932: 313). In modem 

socket i e s  , where females normally have t h e  disadvantage of higher 
mortality r a t e s  than men, famine appeared to have reduced or even 

reversed such a disadvantage9 . Hence, "women were not as 

generally abandomd as Greenough' s cultural kr~po thes  is suggests'" 

[Arnold, 1988: $01. Thus, "females have greater biological 

capacity to resf st t h e  rigors of periods cf f m i n e  - a capacity 

t h a t  is n ~ t  o f f se t  by social factors" [MacAlpin, 1983: 6 4 1 ,  

The dea+,h r a tes  among t h e  ckrildren wou11;i be t h e  highest=@ 

because of their Zun bcrjy w i g h t s  a d  greater vulnerability. 
Among t h e m ,  the c h i l d ~ e r i  at the wesnlng stage I1-3 years) are 
l i k e l y  to suffer nrC.Te P r ~ m  f o ~ d  .~kictrl;a&e compared to i n f a n t s  

(Va~>uh"r :qQ7: 363, who may n u t  he af fec ter l  Y z : ~  sudderr change in 

food availability or by varying culSursl ~ract ices  as the latter 

take ,?:cz.; .df t t e l r  nourishment f r m  breas t  milk. With respect to 

sex ,  male children would experiaict: higher m o n a l i t y  rates than 

the  female children {Waldron, 1982: 324) .  The older people would 

have higher mortality r a t c ~ 3  1 n o t  o n l y  3 ~ 2 ~ ~ 3 2  ~ l ?  lower 

resistance t o w ~ r d s  nutrftfonal strezs 5ut also due to the 

discrimination in t h e  provision of fsvd es they are Less valued 
In t h e  familylz. 



Thus, I n  a st~ntif ied soc1et.y where insurance mechanisms 
axe not readily available and state's help is meagre, a famine 

would re5~l-t  in a large ?.umber u l  deaths. Following Sen's 

argument, such an increase in d e ~ t h  rates would obviously be 

overwhelming among the poar, which again need n u t  be same across 
age groups an4 sexes. The :7c1~nger  and middle aged men are likely 
to do hard work either in relief camps or as agricultural 

l aboure r s .  Such hard work coupled with t h e i r  physical 

deterioration Aurirrg the fax ne period would mak.3 them murk more 
vulnerable tcwards the epidemic diseases and lead to hi ghar 

mortality rates among them. On the other band, the survival 
chances of adult women, left behind in the villages to look after 

%he chi ldrerr  a?-d old, would improve (Vaughan, 1987: 118-471 as 

the incidence of famine-induced diseases would be less here. The 

.deserted women would also be helped by f ricnds, relatives and 

a%hersT. However, the  women in the relief camps are not Zfkely 

to suffer f r o m  exhaustion as t h e  gratuitous relLef is liberally 

provided to t k ~ e n 8 .  Added to that, females h a ~ e  a better 

(hornonally determined) imane resistance IWh~dron, 1983: 324-52.  

Given the fac t  that higher m o r t a l i t y  rates are mainly due to the 

spread of f amine-indgeed diseases, such resistance may help the 

wonen to f i g h t  t h e  ~nfsctious diseases better than men. Hence, 

w o r n c ~  w e  7 ikely to experierrce lower mor+,a:l.?ty rates than their 
male  counterpart,^. 

Females, however, a r e  said to be t h e  victims of social 

discrimination. Greenough argues tha t  under t h e  influence of 

patriarchal val3les of ",hs lrtdfsn Afnrlu s o c i e t y ,  pr5crf-t~ is given 

to the feeding of t h e  adult males and male children so as  to 

ensure the  contiriuance of the male line {Greenough, 1982: 215-71. 

Moreover, women in the reproductive age groups are  likely to be 
more susceptible to fhmine despite the fact t ha t  they are 



Shns, Yr~e incre~se in nort?.li?,r rates iri PoCr i&~illes 
would be uneven across the aqe and s e x  groups. The m o r t a l i t y  

rates would be higher amerrg male chil.dren and t h e  elder men as 

comparm;I -!,~1 the adult ma3.es a ~ ~ d  f m a l e s  of 3 L . I  age groups. This 

results in changes i n  age and sex conyositian in t h e  population. 

I ~ m r , ?  ' ;.- ".- ;:ftg_r a f arnirre , t r l e  dependency r a t i o  l t h e  number of 
females, ch i ld ren  snd aged a3 a ~ Z ~ P O - ~ ~ G ~ A  to adui* males) would 

daclirie as the morka3_fty r a t e s  of childcen and aged would be high 

during the famine period. Umever, a f t e r  a .??.za2e or so, the 
dependency ratlo would increase Secause 2 s m ~ l l  proportion of 

children would reach adul thoed ,  while a large proportion of 

adults  become old. The attempts of a socie ty  tc reccver its 

population would also ~esu3t in a large number of births, and. 

consequently, t h e  dependency ~ a t i u  would go up f u ~ h e r .  Such an 

increase in dependency r a t i o  would be ex%remely marked among the 
poor families as t h e y  are the chief victims o f  fzmine. 

The poor would s l a o  face a dis-mption in their family lkfa. 

The abandonment of spouses is somewhst freque-t during t h e  period 

sf famine. In the  Bengal famine of : 9 Q 3 / 4 ,  an abn~mnal 

proportion bf the female destituSes i n  Salcutts was found to be 

widows and th6se desertsd by their husbarrbs during the famine 
period TGr 2nougb, 1382: 2 2 0 ) .  In Malawi, the famine year (1949) 

is " r e l 1 r ~ ~ i . 6 t & d  as %he year of 'many divorces' " f Vaughan, 1387 : 

34 1 . B e s i d e s .  a Iexgc number of men waul d ou t  -m! grate in search 
of work and food:$. Very few of 1 &%-migrants returned 
kromel 4 . Consequently,  the poor f amilf es in the post-Pamine 

period would consist of w i d o w s ,  w i d ~ w e r s  and crphans. A f t e r  the 

famine, the wii iuws  and w i d o r  ?rs "would have a df f f  % c u l t  t i m e  in 

coping in an economy in which family was T . ~ P  central  product5.v~ 

unit; ~smarriages can recreate the fami ly  economy, but may not 
have reconstructed 1 bonds of a f f e c t i o ~ ~  and loyalty that 



nouriehed it" {Wz-bkins ft.&, i985: 666). In t h  Indian society,  

whsre social sanct ions  do n o t  eas i ly  pei7ai.t the remarriages, the 

family l.li ; Ir, the post-Tarnine perior! may have beem dismpted .  
Added to stla+, the impoveri~hed survivors of the famine would be 
plagued by urrder-nonr'lshmen". . Tho children born during and 
immediately after the f=:ine would be 'weak and sicklyy IVaugAan, 

1987: 35-61 2nd would continue to be so even when they become 
adults. Tkms, The q1~ali-L~ of t he  latour services %ha% F O Q r  

families could provid,e to the  society may have bean l o w .  

The changes in sex and a g e  com~josit ion of poor fmikics and 

the disruption of t h e i r  family life coupled with E general 

decline in the quality of their labour w c ~ 3 d  adversely affect 

their recovery from t h e  famine. n e n ~ m ~ u s  103s of cattle 

during the famine period would make their recovsry even slower. 

The scarcity of able bodied men in their families would 

incapacita$e them in occupying the cu l t i vab l e  wastes ( if there 

are any) and a l s o  their part ic ipat ion In the  labour narket.. The 

slow agra~ien expansron that has been ~ G s r  .ved in marip of the 

societies in the post-?mine periods is to be a t t r i b u t e d  not to 

the d e c l i n e  in population but %s changes in the age and 
sex composition of f .milies of x and small peasants, the 

dj .smp+, lr~!  of their famfLy life and ~er,.eral decline in the 

quality of Their labour. 

Orr the cr"thai- hard. t k i s  ri:37: F ' S ~ E ~ T ' L ~  %?i33.7gh su f fe r  from the 
failure of monsoons, benefit f rora the widespresd deterivratian iln 

t h e  ecouiomic condition of poor and small peasants during and 

after the f m i n e .  Such det  >rioration, which pr3cedss the stam 

of starvation and deaths,  gets ref Eected in the sale of 

jewellery, ornaments and brass p o t s  (Greenough, 1982: 198-7115. 

This stage will be follcwed 7337 the relinquiskment and/or 



alienation sf Innd. Authentic evidence on distress sale3 of land 

comes from a large scale survey cbnduatbd by h e  Indian 

Statistical Institute < f G 3 ? :  Calcutta. The IS1 In-beruiewed 15789 
* .  h o a s ~ ~ - ~ , - -  i., 3% villages and dgklectw! i r r f ~ ~ m ~ t i o n  an sales of 

paddy land arid the r9aults were projected for the Bengali 
pOp#la~iou as a whole. During the perifid mid-Aprtl  1943 to mid- 

April 1944 ,  9.25 lakhs of faxtilies or about 14 per cent o f  land, 

owfling families sf Bei.rgal sold 3ome pad,d:,* land, whereas nearly 29 

per cent of +.hesa families suld ~ 3 1  of t paddy land. 

Majority of these f'arrrilies {nearly 218 per cerlt) were small 
farmers o m i n  IJB~OW 5 acre; of land. About 60 per cent of +,he 

land went i n t o  the hands of noc-ag~9cuLturists {mostly noc- 

residents!, while most cf the  ~emaining land "gassed i n t o  the 

hands of prssperons cultiuat~rs who tuclk advantage of distress 

sales  to errlarge Sheir awl k~oldings*' IMah~l.ancibis et al, 1946: 

34-9) .  Qn %he other  hmd, a l a rge  nmber  of the small farmers 

either decreased thgir landholdings or g m e  ?IF cultiv3tlon ending 
up'as agricultural fabmrers or were ~-;riged ou t  IGhose: and Gupta, 

1946: 75-81. The general decline i n t h e  erlnornic condltion of 

the small. peasarbs alsa ga+U reflected in widespread selling of 

cattle ar:d mortgages of land (Mahalanobis, et a l ,  19-46: 32 and 
42-35. In she post -Samlne perfad, t h e  r i c h e ~  peasants may face 

prcrblens . scarcity of E a ;  b n t  t he  recs*erv would be 
fas ter  in their case. 

Y i t h  the: e t , i m i ~ w t . i o n  OF em'S  peasan-ts and decline in both 

the number arid q u a l i t y  of able bcrdfecl labcnrers, the demand for 
lard in %he? lezr,se markkt would b e  so*;lewbat low. This might lead 

to a decline il rents and con: tguent decline in reztal incomes of 
t h e  landlord elass. Bence, %he recovery of landlord class would 
be slower than tha t  of the rich peasznts. 



-n hl;s , snx.1 -pe;!shfit..; - e:<:,yneyJe:%~f A .:i~v?ix:?rrl 

ecor~csmic m s b i k i t g  durilrg t h e  p~r,ioi3 of f a ~ . j , r ~ e .  .4 fasr. re!:overj7 
+ .  f rorn the F W I > U ~ . ~  d i f f i c ~ ~ i t  t-ir - t he i r  csse Aecuilse fif 

c h ~ i e e s  a rg age ~ n d  sex cow>osj. t i ~ ~ i  cih t h e i r  f ani ii e s  , disru2t ion 
af f : ? ~ ! :  *:- Life ~ r ~ , j  g?rjer3i r l e r ! i i r i e  i c i  ~ 1 . 1 3 i i L y  ~ $ 2  t ? i e i ~  j.ab$ur. 

On the  o-t)re~: >isr id ,  t ? ~ e  ~ i e ) . ~  ;.)+:i:i3:iZ5 ~rrigl.lt trenef it from ?.he 
" I f amihk. . ";Fie -recc,\:,:e]-.-,- ff.-:,~ .S,klc. fs:x>.n;- w o u l c !  Ge 235% er i .n  t h e  

- s t  d ? c ; i w 5 .  the case of 

I 5 ~ i d l ~ j r d ~  Y ~ C I B +  c!*peridr.ric:..~: or! t e n ?  fl: 5 sfid aggr-; c u l  tar31 l abo i~rers  

wc;u.!cl be  re.L:!: i.v&l y nore.  

2 . :&r? ~ ~ & r L F J ~ . ~ ~ ~ l A r i &  9f t ti&.mx;s~. 
ReYnre w e  discuse the rhfact of iB- ' t ; / 'yR i s m i n e  on pcasani 

< .  i .!tr~tii3.f: . ,  iz may usefuf ti: cxplalii % h e  historlr :a? ~ ~ O P G S S  

r-?};lcl; ~ s ~ d e r e d  groups make v~alne ;~-s i~ le  t.o ti];= famine than the 
I 

clthe~-.s I t i~<ig.z~amy, 1935: 1749") . 
\ 

1, F f i ~ r :  :7 EL: rnr.,o 1 . ~ i  s?;ric~,? w ~ 5  f ' f irf i :~d i. y j  i ~j 5:3 / ~ j  . . ~ ; f i ~  ~ o c i e t y  

wss a~!;f.-:.s;jy 5.: ratified. P r : l i j ~  t.r, Rr-L4tish rule, vil lag% isase 
, , 

,5y;?pem , in t i le d i ~ t r i r > + L .  !;rider ~:,:hricI-: +kt? whale village 
. , 

;.:I : :-i 3.. .j 1- 2 :? j. ,j t h e  1 an L{ rel:s :;ne : '2'frc: b d j n ~ f i  , who we re in charge 

, 1 - 1  c . r ;  i Ii.c:.t.;j:in.r, uf 1 - I '  revestue ?'TOM i f i d i v i d ~ r a l  ryots  . 
k,+.:;ierr:ised acj.fioyit y 1.1,: ~ ~ r i ?  .'.e.rs ~ 1 3 '  i :in8 di s - r ; ~ l i b u t  i r ln i . i c c c { r d i n ~  to 

.+'2 -Y ' t h e  m2an5: id th?. .-I ~,jt,s ; cjnd ', ... sng ,the larld revenkle. Tl-ins, in 
yeaL1t.y ~ i j e y  hr..chfia t h e  r+ri,<er:-'l.'?. T h e  I?yoLxari S t t t l s r n e n t  ( % j  

repl the - j 1 . 3  1 y s i ,  Gnc i~r  the R S  , tho~igh peasant 

p r o ~ r i e  t c . ~ s h l . ~ ;  i r;?)/.l l v  ;, ng di rec t  ' re la t i  oris hip he t w e e n  cultivator 

z~: !  ?.he gr,..;er+ri~~lcnt, x.35 sought %rJl be lsga3.i sed  and iast i t -nt ic-  

na f  iseti, j n P F ? C ~  i c e ,  j. t d i d  ne:!iti:;+r pl-rr-ae-clt tenancy 41or irrvolvir: 

:;yjy 1 fi+!i: s t r j .b :? t  *an t 3 f  l a n d .  A l f  3$ d i d  was ZG l eg j . t imis% bhe 

.. q ~ n  snr3 ddstemnirie the laris t+>:.listj rip :.rjJ: rut i,t,~re of l and  dis-t.rlZ h i  - -  
... . 
5 ,-vnr!u+: J.:c.  >ri! j.rifi I;., t h e  t..yp+ of " . . A  - -: L , j 1-rj .g3tion. market and 



o t h e r  factors <W~k3'1cr3ee end Frykenberg, 3979: 238). 

Moreover, khs assessrnenta w e r e  grossly- unequal as they were 
f ixed by influenzial mefi in villages (such as Kamams and 
Reddies 1 -nd the appor2icnmen-t was mostly unf air1 8 .  Under the FtS 

tkie ii - , ,-.~,..~nt, r ~ c e i v s d  I m d  revenue in cash. Not being a 

pecuniary com~nutat ion f o r  its share of the prodace, t h e  

asseshmenz v a r i e d  according xu each year' a produce. The land 
revenue was generally high, around 4kl to 6@ per cent of t h e  gross 
produce. Added %o t ha t ,  ryots were cornpelled to occupy and 

cul.3i.t-a-te as rnuch land a? possible (Plukk~erjee, '2962: 1811. 

lFrrable to relinquish the lands, the farmers in , this region used 
to ahandon the  r t c k  black s o i l  fields and occupy inferior red  
soil fields. z h ~ ~ s  r e su l t i ng  .tn unprofitable - agricul ture  and 
griverty cf t h e  people19 , The high t ax  burden coupled w i t h  

f wminesa@ anr! depression in prices2 1 Y esulted En heavy balances 
0 4  revenue luften irrecmerable), lsrge remissions and a 

' progl:essive decline in the l m d  revenue2 2 . In 1843 the District 

Cc~miss iener  wrote: "if bad farming, heavy balances year after 

year, lnnd which 1w.s nc sh3.eable value and a universal struggle 

to reduce t b  s i z e  of t h e  farms, are prorlfs of the poverty or 
symptoms ~f over taxst iur i .  %hen assuredly Kurnool can produce 
nbundaaca of thgrn"2 2 , 

m lke revenue system also hampered the 
developmen+ of comodf t y z  4 and l snd marketszs . 

The inequality of l and  onner~hip was further worsened by 
?,k~ e x t ~ a t  and nature of i r i ~  +I larrds, far ryotwarf se%%lement was 

nat the on ly  P c m  of land cont4rol.  RS "was only  half of t h e  

settlement uith leaders and elite groups of the  illa ages in South 

India. TmpLfcit if not exp l i c i t  i n  the contects of ~ecords is 

. . . E lurk i  :kg suspicion '.,hat mxirr, reache6 separate, quiet 

agreement with  village leaders" ((Prykenberg, 2 9 8 4 ;  47-8) .  The 



high ~ i ~ r g i ~ i $ u d e  gf Is lam lznds irt %he d i s t r i c t ,  hecarfir: know1 oraiy 
after t h e  appointment of Inam Cornmission in 1858. In Kt~rnooi 
district, there were 47837 land t i t l e s ,  comprising an area of 
878913 acres w i t h  a 1-iypnthetical everage ].and reverne o f  Rs. 1.05 
and the  a ~ ~ e r a g e  qu3-t-rsr!+, ~ a y a b l e  ~n them was only Rs. 0 . 4 3 3 g .  

Rough 1: . of %he tota1 3 & i l d s ,  ~Ptrich represented the 

accumulated charities from t .he  powerful of t h e  courrtry from t h e  

most rein~.te times, xas given to i r~div idua? .  famfIie5 or their 

descendants f ~ r  ' t h e i r  sueio-religlaus (and pallticall rneries. 

These lands were the  richest, most eultlvable and beat watered in 

t h e  district. Since these lands w e y e  m o s t l y  owned by non- 

cultivating castes such as Brakmins, the prevalence of tenancy 
was wide:ipread acd disput.es between t h e  tenants and the laridlords 
were no t  uncommon. - The other h a l f  of t h e  lands was meant for  

village revenue off iaers , police end E ~ i s m s .  

'rh~xu, En cjpp'ressive land revenue system and a large extent 
of i n m ~  l m d s  perpetuated the i n i q u i t b ~ 8  land ownership. The RS 

legitimized the existing inequality 2nd resulted in the emergence 
cf v5.lla.ge elite grcups who hecane mch more powerful w i t h  the 

crzltivatjor: of parxially ot fully revenue fret inam lands .  These 

lands  were controlled by t h e  non-cultivating castes such as 

B r a h m i n s  and c u l t i v u t i r - g  castes such as Reddies and Lingayats, 

whe~eas t h e  other midd le  and lower middle castes (Yadavas and 
Boyas respc ~ t i v e l  y .*$ were eithe tenant<s on t k i e  i n m  lands ur 

petty iananciders. Gssides, the?* Piad to h i r e  themselves to eke 

out  a subsistenze. The untouc-ables (klalas and Madigas) were 

mainly agrizult .ara3 I s b o u r r r s  7'h'c1sa when Kurnool district was 

f orrred irt 1EIS3,f6E1 t 3 r e  revenue b~ardsn was q~?i+,e krigh , cask crop 

cul%ivatkon was inconsiderahie, land market w ~ , s  parti  a1 ly 

developed and t 11a socfety was xtrarnely strat3.f l ed  

Be%wren I#&@-1875, t h e  cuXtPvated area (excluding inams) 



increased n t  XI ~.n?ual  growth rate I compound' of 9.4 ger cenS, 
while occupied area increased at 0.7 per cefit. This marginal 

agrarian emansion was par%lp -due +,D the  increase in prices 
during t h e  Civfl War in U . S . A . 2 7  and ?artly due to the revision 
of settleman" rates iri some of the  tallxkszs. Hcswirsver, the t a x  

burden in of the ta3.uks (such as Cumburn and MarkapurS was 

relatively highas. Coasequentl$ a s  much as 8 8  per ~ e n t  of to ta l  
arable area [excluding inam lands) w a s  left uncultivated in 

Markapur taluk. The farmers in some , r i l l a g e s  used to abandon the 
rich f i e l d s  in the vicinity of the v i l l age  and occupy inferior 
and f a r  away f i e l d s .  The C c l l l e  -to? wrote; '?,he rgo+.s hold lands 
of the zdjoining village i n  preference to and not from want  of 

lands in t,heir OWL villages, and they  ascribe 15 to excessive 

aseeszme:i+, of t h e i r  own lands". In Marka~ar, the extent of 

mXtaj.v:~ticn of "Lam lands w a s  more or lees equal to that of 

guvernmcnt Xands and the Collector bemoaaed that the ryota, 

Lnstcad of holding proprietary rights on govt~mrnent lands, prefer 
to be t e n 2 n - t ~ - a t - w f l l  on inam 3ands36. In other t a l u k s  also, the 

high t a x  hurden rasnlted in relinqnishment cf lands2 , 

The ahc ze circumstances placed t b  Brahi.rs and Reddies in 
an advar~tageous positton as they owned most of t h e  inam larrds. 
t$areover, t h e i r  accvmulation of  s t i rplus  from the revenue-f ree 
Bnam lands was greater especially during t h e  period of rlsing 

prices i r ~  "'- early 1860s32. i n Z C u r n o o l d l a t ~ - l s t ,  2 5 p e r c e n t  
of the Brahmins derived t P r s i r  iw:cme from landed prope&y. The 
Cornmi %e3 nm->\. -4 16 72 Census ramA ked t ha t ;  

as a m l e ,  Brahmin cuitivators sucured t h e  best lands 
in the  countxy. By the proceeds of land, tilled by 
serf labour,  they have increased in substsnce and gram 
wealthy . . .  the Brakmr.'~s have gradually r .hif ted their 
yosition from that of mare priests, gurohits . . . to the 
more substantial one of landed aristocracy3 3 . 



The condi t ion  of small farmers and t enan ts  was not very 

e n c a u r a g i ~ ~ g .  D ~ s ~ i t e  rising cottan prices the cultivation of 

cotton dtd no t  pick u p  mainly due to the lrjw incomas of small 

farmers arrct tenant .3 .  In 1863, their est imated monthly income was 
only Rs. 0. SB, Ber~ce, it w a s  no-t surprising t ha t  "a new demand, - .  
like t ha t  which has arisen ' ~ r  cotton, should meat with but a 

feeble response"34, Thus, t h e  price boom of 1860s seemed to have 
surpassed ths small peasa f i t~ . .  Added to that, with  a high burden 

of tnxatf on, the f amem f f>nnd it dif f f cult ta pay the land 

revenue and there was a gradual increase in the arrears for which 

c~ercive processes were issued a d  sales were resortedss. 

Moreoq.rer, the exorb i t an t  l a n '  revenue rates (and payment in cash) 

cmpelled the small peasantry to get i c t o  the debt trapss. 

A rapld growth of ~ o p ~ 7 L a ~ t l o n J ~  and a consequent increase in 
family size w u l d  have induced the  small farmers to bring those 

cultivsble wastes under plough where assessments w e r e  tolerable. 

In f n c ~ .  t h e  labouring class was "strugglin~ to rise to the 

position uf innded proprietorsU38. .'* b2ince their monthly income 

was small, these  petty  Landomers resorted to supplementary means 
of subsiut.ence sm:k as h i r i n g  out for agricultural work, stone 

q t z a r w i n ~ ,  p i y t n g  Guiloek carzs and cot ton spiuiwringsg. The 

r=or:stwction c ~ f  fC!1r~~fj01--fZudc~irpa7l c m a 1  a350 enhanced the job 

opportunities. xi ti^ the availability of cultivable wastes and 

emplctyment apportur, i t f~e3,  t he  sm3li peasant was "endew7ouring to 
better '-' s ~ ~ H ~ $ L ~ ! x L " ~ B ,  h*o~-,ever. .=luch an endeavour was, . 

perhaps, affected by t.he higil t a x  burden.  

T'l;rus, ~ ~ r i ~ u f . a t i u . n  6 2  eranr;mf.8;. zSvan+,ages and disadvantages 

seems to be the predominant tendency during this period. Random 

factors  such H S  3t+9t.e' 5 land revenue policits also cor~tributed to 
the polarizing trends. A ~ - L A I o u & ~  the availabf li ty of cultivable 



wastes and ornplomsnt omnrtunities had a conntsmailing &fact, 
po la r l z s t . l c  3 of peusartsry seems to have be 5n the predominant 

tendency. So when the famine s.tr~~cI-r in 187'6, cer ta in  sections of 
the peasantry in the d i s t r i c t  were already vulnerable. 

3 .  ~ I R 7 k ~ + T F ~ - - e r d J ~ & d ~ ~ ~ ~ - Q i a ~  
The momsoon af 1876/7 was  thu "worst. within the memory of 

the ~1d f i r . f  +.r:habitanl;" S.ri th, district. The south-west monsoon 

w a s  scarity , qhile the nor%h--sazt :nullctxIz, wss a total f a t  lure. 

There was a general failure of trope; prices increased sharply 
and the G r e a t  Famine had st,ruck. Next year, -the avqraae rainfall 

was better; ho,~ever, on t h e  w. a l e ,  was d e f  iclent and unseasonal . 
And the Great Famine cant-hued t : ~  s w i s h  the district for the 
second successive , gear. With f a i r l y  goad rains 4rr the fol3oving 

year, the cundlt4on in~roved; bu t  %he d e s t r m t i o n  was cswlete. 

The famine had a devastat ing  impact on the population of 

the distr ict . The mortality rate (based on registered deaths41 ) 

increased by 4013 per ten% fa 18'77 anb,by over 20B per cent  ir i  

1878 IFimre I ) .  The death rate remained high in t h e  past-famine 

period mainly due to the epidemic diseases42. The population of 

the district decl%ned by 2 5 . 8  per cant Gnrfng the pertod 187'2-81; 

and i f  populntiow growtgb ti33 1876 is also consjdered the loss 

would be sven higher ITah3.e I ) . The loss was i,he highest in 

Pattikonda '5luk; whe?.aa!3 it w ~ s  relatively 1c.w in the irrigated 

tall?'.: i..?' r?Lrvei nnd Plandyai. srrral2ur i.bss of pupulaticxrr in 

Cunbwn and Markapur was due t rju.t-mier~licsn 30 the irrigated 

d i s h  il;t ~i Kistna C Rerrsc>~r, 3589 : 7 f . TIius, the distrf ct lost 

mure than ona- -Pou~th  cf i ts ~ o p u l a t j . o n ,  D i d  a decline Pn food 
avnilabi l i t v  zaum r . d s  3os..i*? 



Tabfe 1: Tafuk-wf se Changes f % )  in Pclynlativn 1x1 Kuxnoc_rl 
Distr ict  (187'2-19G91 

I----I- -_.__-----I-I-- __-- I-.q- ----. 

l Taluks : 1872-81 1881-91 i 1891-1301 la'i2-X90lf 
t ------------ f -------.- .--- + ------------ f -----------.- $ ----------- I 

I 

iPattikonda !. - 3 9 - 2 1  1 3 1 . 5 5  t % 3.1 t I -17.53 
:H%mallakot i - 3 5 . 2 2  I 3 1 . 9 7  1 1 4 . 3  1 i -2,28 1 
: N a n d i % o t k u ~ :  -28 .59  t b 21.75 1 17.6 1 I 2.26 I 
l Nandyal 1 - 27 .~36 I 2 S . M  I 14.5 I I 2 - 7 7  : 
IKoi&kuritla i -22.81 1 3 . 4 3  8 I 1 . g  t i 2.25 : 
i Sinfel. -19.52 I 12.94 ; 1 2 . 6  I 3.27 : I 

I Cumbum I -18.22'  I + 7 .  BE I I - 5 .7  I -5.82 : 
Markayur i -9.30 I % I. + 5 I I 1-76 1 

k ----------- + ----------- f-- ------- .--$ -+--.-------- + ------ - - - - - t  
I 

;District 1 -25.80 2s. 52 I 6 . 6  L I - 4 . 6 3  ! 
_ L _ - - - - - - - - - - - t - l l l _ _ - _ _ L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

W i t h  a complete fa i lure  of r a i n s  in 1876 and 187?, %Be 

jowar prices s t a r t e d  increasing f rum 2 ~ ~ 1 9  1877 onwards and were 
ruling high even 'till June 1879. As a resu2.t of Tavou~aLle 

westher, +,hey s t a r t e d  decl isiing , bxt rez..chad .the pre-f amine 

levels only  tclwards the end of 1879 (F igu re  2 ) .  

Such an increase in prices was n e t  c o m p k e t e l p  due to 

declirre in food a T a i l s t i . l i t y .  'Po begin with, ?,he 3is-t;rirt:t was 
self -sufficient in fr-1od. In 1375,f6, the en imatsd t o t a l  food 

production and corisumptiurr weye 4.52 axid 2 .  I Iakh t u r ~ s  

respectively, t k i u s  leaving a surpj r:s of 2 . 4 1  lakkr t u n s .  At the 

rat& af a n n w l  consumption of 4 c w t  o2 g r s i e a  per person, this 

stock wuuid feed t h e  pupnIt.r,Lcm f o r  m o r e  t h a n  one year4s. 

B e s i d e s ,  the :mpoms i - r r t c ~  She reg ion  i n~cre%sed frox 535 tons in 

1875 to 1.18 lakh toris in 1577 of w h i c h  aore t h a n  BT per cent 

were f ooderainsa 4 . Ever: t k r a i l ,  t h ~  y ?-1 ?.:I<-+ rlf f r g ~ d g r a i s s  increased 

due to %he fullowi~g fac tors .  F i r s t l y . ,  t!le bigger farmers stored 

large quanti t - iea of grain in the uriderground p i t s .  T h e  Sanitary 

Commissioner w r ~ t e  in 1877: 
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It SF cer+,sl.n tbs t h p  :?ore suhst%ntial ~jf the larmers, 
ar?. izsns d i d  hold, tk.rrj~xgh o u t  the fam:irme, rx.orrsiderahle 
reserves sf ?,hese dry grains, and t h a t  e w n  t h e  very 
extraordis:ary prices abtzj.na.ibie for t h e n  d i d  dflcr: te~npt 
%he holders t,c get r i d  of %heir .c,t.ores while the 
prospects of continuance of Taxias were i~!r~iine:-~$. T 
becuine acquainted w i t h  zn insLance o? n ,riutstsn*,ia?. 

in 3el.lary dl.stJri ct., who. a l i  t i - ~ ~ o u g h  t h e  fanine 
brought imported fe96 3s h i g h  1:trices f9-f t i e  iuklcvurers -_ and household, xfid W ~ C ,  at ?.be same time, uafi .se~era!. 
plts stored w i t h  abcwt, 58WW seers  of o l d  g r a i ~ ~ ,  whish 
he hpfu 3 s  ~n assurance against  s t , a ~ 7 = l t i o n ,  hol. wli ich 
he would not ocen ti13 th: prospects c f  a new crcq were 
assured. T h i s  one instance was probably multiplied by 
thul~srcllds and . . . the collector of 'juddapah inf o m e d  me 
t h a t  a f te r  a plentiful fall of r a i n ,  o l d  grain came out 
of the hidden sturea 5 . 

Secondly,  it was not, uncommon to stcre the fsudgrsfns when the 

prices were low. In m o s t  cases! th& traders and wealthy farmers 

were reluctant to release t h e  stocks a s  t-here were,instances of 
a t t ack  f r o m  the s t a r v i n ~  p e r ~ ~ l e 4 f i  . 

With the increase jn prices, one finds a gaud association 

between the intensity of f arfi?r~e [measured in t e n s  of jowar 

prices) 2nd the nu~n.FJ2r 3 dt2ths  (Figure 2 ) .  Correlation, 

however. does not mean csusation; it may be noted t h a t  the 
increase in death rate was mainly  dne to the failure i n  exckrsnge 

entitlements. The failure ~i rains dwindled employment 

oppoI%unities, thus res~lting in a decline in purch~sing power. 

Hence, notwithstanding the imporks and availability of foodgrains 

"an ertormous number ox p o o r e r .  classes of the people . . .  have 
pe'rished miserably, si nply , from their x n a W ~  hm4. i tv  ~ P J  ~mcure  
suf f i c iencv  of w h ~ l e ~ o o d  " 4  (emphesis added) . The culanietl 

government attributed the phenomenal loss of population to t h e  

t ranspor t  bott ler~ecks . However, the popnlat,i on loss  -in areas 

well served xith transp~rt, (such as PatTikondal w a s  high compared 

to i r r iga ted  areas (such a= Sirvel and Nandyal j w h e m  though 

17 



t ransport  was ii2-de~eloped, better employment ~ppartunities 

improved ent,itlement to t h e  foedeg. 

S U $ c v e ~ y  of P o u u l a n  

More impmcantly,  t h e  recovery of pngulatiun was sornewhs.t 

s l o w  i r ;  Y dJ.s tr j .c t , .  Th& growth of popalation was somewhat 

faster in t h e  1 8 8 4 ~ ~  T?)?~IQ 3 . t  had sioned dom i n  1890s due to the 

f m i n e s  1 x 1  that decade (Table I ! . However, how f a s t  a region 

c c u l d  recover its popnlbtion depends on changes in age-wise 

cmpos i t ion  of populaTion brough ahovt ay d i f f e r e n t i a l  mastality 

ra$es 3rd out-migration { E v e r ~ s l y ,  1974:  52; Watk in~  et al, 1985; 

5 5 5 ) .  Let us, therefore,  examine ci:arrges in t h e  sge and sex 

c~mposition of pupt~lat,irsb., f e r t i l i - t y  rates zinc! m i g r a t i o n  from the 

district dvring arid a f t e r  the famine,  

The increase in d e a t h  rate was uneven across the  sucbo- 

economic grou2s, sexes and ege-grot~ps . Fur  o f v i n u s  rezxonsas , 

t h e  famine had a severe impact 0x1 +,he depressed castes. As 

caste-wl se ~ftort 31 i t y  rates are n u t  av:<iiable, a csmpari son of 

p o ~ u l u t i o n  loss across castes I n  the  d i ~ t r i c t  be3ween 1872 anfi 

1821 i s  m-de in Tah1.e 2 .  It :.beveal s tha?. pa- , i l ~L j . o r :  of Madi~es, 

Beyas, Chenc?ius and a r t i s a n s  dsclincd nt a f a s t a r  r a t e  cumpareti 

to that of the BraY~~i-iis and ci:tlt,ivatic~ c = l a t e ~  such as I t e d d i r s .  

In Eome ~ H X U ~ S ,  *,he .LOSS 3f ?4~6ig ,as  Y ~ Z  95  much as 5@ per cent .  
The reL5e-F officers al5c nr;.i;et th3-t  ''+;-he g.~e:+:: c l u t - c a ~ ~ e  rjr paria 

tribes, and the lw~sr  divis5oas of Sindn ~grfcultursi castes were 
.1 the chfef  ~ ~ i c ' t i n s  l of t be f 3r t r:e i . rhe Brahmins and trading 

castes of Hirrdus st:Pfr=-fed but lit? 1 e ai- r,,,rt at a11 " 5 Q .  



Hates : PIC = Pattikonda RK = Ramallakct NH = Nandikotkur 
EJL Nmdyal KK = I<oikkun?.la SL = Sirvel 
CM = Cumburn MP = Harkapur 
VC = Upper castes NBUC = Hun-3:*akmin upper castes. 

Among the  sexes, t h e  adul t  males and boys perished more as 

they "left their villages in large m,mbers, flecking to food 

TQ~rkels and cqntres of relief works. They exhausted their 

energies sii:!n?r that t f.-1,~e'.es"5 1 . Sirace the colorrial 

government did n u t  fully real ise  the intensity of the famine in 

the inltie3 ~ @ T I % ~ s ,  there was some delag in setting up cf relief 

works. Hence, some men and boys, in their reckless wandering, 
died in "jungles, road sides and dLtches". Added to t h a t ,  they 

came into contact with epidemic diseases, widely prevalent at the 

sl-ke of relief works. On the other hand, as the females and 

older people were l e f t  behind in the villages [which were 

relatively less affected from diseases 3 ,  their survival chances 
were enhanced. Moreover, gratuitous relief was extended more 

easi ly  to women and aged people, as compared to the 'able bodied 
mec'. Consequently, as the statistics of famine hospitals and 
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rel ief  canpz showed. the adult '  men a3d beys  "died i? a r a t i o  of 
about 28per  cent In excess of the fema1es"sz. A corruborstlcrn 

to this can be found in an improved sex-ra35.u fin f avour  of 

females) in this d l s % r i c %  aud ~ . l s o  in all the famine districts in 

Morewer, t h e  birth rase a l s o  declined (Figure 13. Such a 

decline, it was argued, was dne to the reckless w s n d e ~ i n g  of 

village servants and consequent under rea5stration. Rcwever, as 

Cornfsh armed, "it cannot be said - tha t  registration as a whole 

has fallen off in 1877, f o r  in the areas of country more severely 

affect.ed by famine, t h e  death registration has been four  or five 

times in e x c z s s  of the average registration of t h e  past five 
years. NOP can it be supposed tha t  t h e  marly thousands of village 

servarrts scattered over t h e  country . h ~ v e  entered into a 

combtnation amungs-t; tkiemseZves to render f ictit ions en t r ies  of 

deaths, and to syaternaCPcalty urnit zhe births"s4. Thus, though 

b i r t h  ra5es were not ab le  to capture the picture f u l l y ,  they  

nevertheless show t h e  broad t a d s .  

That birth r a t e  had decli-ned can be established by the 

children to women ratio. Tb~ugh this I s  a summary measure of 

level of bil-th rate, 5t has  t h e  advantage of being calculable fcr 

each census year. Table 3 shows a faster decline tn children Ia- 
41 to women 115-45) r a t i o  in Kumool district as compared to the 

non-famins d i s t r i c t  of Gudav~ri. This %s further corroborated by 
the qualitative evidence. C~rnish's e n q u i r i e s  bronght out 

"overwhelming evldence show tha% pregnancy In the famine 

stricken zone [af ter  t h e  earlier months of distress) w a s  a very 

rase cond i t ion ;  that irr young women the period of puberty had 
been retarded: and t ha t  the special functions r k l a t i n g  to 

generation were, in the more narked cases of physical emaciation, 



altogether in ab~?yztnce''55 . 2 combination of deinagraphic, xiedical 

and social factors56 c r ~ n t r i b u ~ ~ e d  t~ such a decline, 

'2zbXe 3: Children i f l - 4 j  %v Humgn  (15-45) Katlos in t h e  P o p ~ ~ l ~ t l u n  
irr. Hjnrx1~03  and Selected Ncm -2 smine i:ist+rict. 

.-* ------" ----.--+.--- - - A  ----- ---- ------- -- 
f Districts t R ~ t f  &_--.- . ! I~jAices (157% = L W d ) :  
1 I 
I I lsrz 1 r g a l  : 1ss1 ; 1881 1891 

Source: Census of India, Madr-& Varicus volumes. 

The lower b i r t h  rats, higher male rnor ta . l i ty  ra te  and lower 

mortality rates f o r  females and c l d  people brought about s tr ik lne  
changes in the age-wise distribution of puq~lation (Table 4 ) .  

The Xoss of male po>ulatiun (15-4@ years] was lower cbmpared to 
tha t  of females (15-40 Y E - i x s ) ,  msles 1'40-68 years) and children.  

Bowever, the gruwtkr of both males a.,.d femsles tn t L L e  age group of  

15-40 years in the later decades was e f thex  slow or declirr.ing 

{Figure 3 ) .  A deeline in t h e  yopuis%ion in t he  reproductive age 

groups had reduced. %he fe r t i l i5y . .  i$oreuver, ..;I sub.s'tantial loss 

of population in the age group of 15-5D resul ted in a k r g e  

Table 4:  Age-wise Change [ X :  of P b p : ~ l a ~ , i o n  In KurnooX (1872-1901) 
K- . 'C.-,-m**-- -%-*&--' -=---T--- - 
!Age ! 1872-81 ! 188"1-91 I 1881 - 1981 I 
i groups $Males !Females 9 T5ta1 S i<aies: Fecrsla3.es 3 T o t ~ i  $ Males 9Femwf es Z Total 1 -* :: -+*-+-"-f-.----+--+-h+-+ 

I B-15 8-34,34!-31.28 ! - 3 9 - 8 3 ?  16,233 1 7 - 1 8  %1?.068 28.843 2B.59 82B.311 
115-48 1-22-73 ! -25 .87  8 -24-29 ;  5 67"B.BZ 2 7.753-fB.FB1 - 7 . 4 4  !-9.07; 
548-E$J I -23.6Bt-13.55 ! - Z 1 . 1 6 F  32.96'  lB,SB 985.34% 16.344 15,52 g15.951 
tBB + I -5.54F 19.52 i 7.W: 3 9 - 4 3 ?  3 6 . U  $37.198 18.221 5.@3 11@.818 
9 a a I (I hs+----.t+---- 

!Total 5-26.811-25.26 3-26.B5t  15.211 15,31 315.265 6 . 4 4 i  6.93 1 E.695 
F- n I 9 , 2 - - . % - * & - - - - = . - 4 & , - - - r * , ~  

Source: Census of India, Madra~ , ARs Tables, Various Fssues, 



'PI-- py, ,IP~-:!: t. i,: . H  ..,f oa.zt --wigr%rlt;;~. i a  t ~ t .  r i  popnJ.at i < : i ~ . ~  !' ; 27 in 

188.1 sfid if. +.Je4:l i.rj+d !,,o 4 .  3P ir i  1891 msirliy due tc* sn incre3se in. 

t tie 1. i, t: 3 J. p(.t,po .i ?, i !,:ti1 . I5 la<??l, t k i k  incrsase in the 11~1n1Pei.r of 

i? t . f t .  - aligr3nt. I. 5 a ! i  s 3 - : d . x l i r ? g  3s ~ec ly la  Gora i r r  - 1Curri::lo .l zrld 
eni>lrr<+y~t+.j 9.1: [ ' : 3 r ~ a g a ~ t . p p s l ~ i  ,4:.rrer ,iagFr 1.n the .?isiric'L -i,tss'tf! 



6aWu :3 A6E DWRiBUTiON OF 1HE POPUtATlOFJ 
IN KURNb3L DISTRICT. 187I.I88IRNSl@l. 



Table 5 ; Czt -rniaraa-k f; ;;, ,;,L ; 5~ ;2 :23  district t 1S81--lSB: 1 
1d11--111-1------------------------h------------------ 

;Migrated to 'i 1881 1801 1901 : 
t - - - - - - - - . . - - - - - - - - - -+-- - - - - - - - - -+-- - - - - - - - - -+-- -+-- - - - - - - - t  
I 

: Kistna 8572 I . 8474 t 10323 ! 
" :Hellor+? : 3a1a 3914 1 3242 1 

Cuddapah 96S5 9395 la839 I 
:3e31ary 13a30 E 7B$0* 9482 I 
: Anant  apur 1 I TL. a 1 5lG8 1 4455 1 
;Other districts J t I A, k 

1 

;within Presidency I 152% I 1382 : 32877**; 
'----------------d-+--------f-----------+kq-------! 
I : Total. 1 35737 : 35153 . 71218 1 
'------------------+----------------.-----+---------l 

:As X in total I 
I I I 

1 I I I 

:population 5.27 4 . 3 8  8.17 ------------------------------------------------------ 
Source: G ~ s u s  of Inrlia. M a d r z ~  Varf nus years. 
Notes : * The decline I s  due t o  b i fu r ca t i on  o f  BelJary district 

in to Bellam and Anantapur in early l38Bs. ** This increase was due to tk.e inclusion of persons 
born in Kupnool a ~ d  enumerated at Banaganzpalli 
jagir, which was i n  the distr ic t  itself .. 

in the neighbourlng districts, implying it to be marriage- 

induced migration. Thus, the propaxtic~n of out-mfgrants was t o o  

small to aff2ct the recovery of TsopulatL~n. 

4.  A m a r i a  Expansion 
The Yamine affected ths zgzarian expansfon very severely. 

The cul t ivated area declined from 21 ltrkh acres in t-he triennium 

endine with 1874/5 to 15 Iakhs in that ending with 3879/80 (Table 
6 ) .  Between,1872/3 and 5 8 8 5 1 6 ,  tkre clecline in cultiv&%ed and 
occupied area was 16 and 11 e r  cent respectively; n faster 
decline in the former indicates that  much uf the area was kept  as 

current fal lows.  More imporbantly, %he d i s t r i c t  d t d  not regain 

its cultivated/occupfed area even by the turn of the century. 



Table B :  Cult ivated and Occupisd Area in Kurcnol 
(1571\2-1899/1900) 

-----11----d-3--------I--LII--------------------------------- 

: Triennium C u l t i v a t e d  Area Occupied Area 
: endingwith  1 (in 'm acres) (in 'W acres); 
'--------------+--------------------f-----------------t 

1 I 
1 1871/5 I 207 8 I 2293 I 

I I 

* Two-yearly average. 
Sources: 13 For years 1872/3 to 1898/91, Staust ical  R e t w m s  of 

, Various issues .  
25 For the years 1891/2 to 1899/190B, L .  

ctural S t a t i s t S s ,  Various issues. 

As prices were on the rise from mid-1880s, one nould expect the 

agrarian expansion to take place at a faster rate. I n  fact, the 

slow agrar5an expansion in Raywlaseema in general and Kurnool 

district in ~afiicuiar ~eceived constant attei-tfon of the revenue 
oriented ,governmerit. 

Canpared with the year which preceded the great famine 
of 1876-78, the increase in (cultivated) holdings was 
12-36 per cent . . . But a portion of this increase is 
due to t h e  excess brought to account by the introduc- 
tion of new survey areas in to  cer ta in  districts and to 
the inclusion of resumed village sewice inam lands 
under holdings. if these i t e m s ,  which amou~t  to I. 16 
mil l ion  acres, . . . are excluded, the net  increase due 
to the extension of cul t ivat ion would amount to 1 . 7 8  
million acres . . .  This improvement was shared by all 
t h e  districts except Cuddapah, Anantapur a ~ d  Kurnoofss. 

The deficiency in the district  as as large as 64B90 acres in 



1891/98.  (However, the figures i n  Table E are not cumparable with 
the above figures, for, whereas the former included the  
govement as .well as inan lands, the latter relate only to 
government lands). On e n q a f ~ i e s  from the goverrrmsnt, the 

Collector, among ather th ings ,  suggested t h a t  She loss of 

, population was the major reason f o r  %tiis s l o w  expansions@. As 

the cu l t i va t ed  haldings were held tack till as late as eariy 
ninet ies ,  the government was left unconvinced by this 

explanation. Further, the Collector offered the fcrllowing 
explanations. 

I 

Firstly, he argued t ha t  a significant proportion of t o t a l  
cultivable wastes was reserved as forests to provide fuel and 
fodder. And whenever the mots wanted to cultivate these lands, 
the district administration w a s  unable to grant pattas as they 

came under the purview of the Forest Department. Later or:, the 

collector was granted permission to issue pattas on such lands. 

Bowaver ,  soon At was found that such reservat5on d i d  not have 
"any mater~al influence in etarding the recovery of the 

d i s t r i c t " 6  1 . The Collector also admitted t ha t  over reservatton 
was "not the reason for the great decrease in cultivatfon"~2 . 

The second reason attributed to t h e  sfow agrartan expansion 
was the temporary fallowing of poor soils to recuperate their 
fertility. As leaving lands fallow was a part of the cultivation 
practices, relinquishments were frequent in the district, 

especf al l y in Marknpur , Nandikotkur and Patt,iBonda taluks ' where 
the soils were poofl3. However, such an explanation does not 
hold true f o r  the following reasons. Firs t ly ,  after the turn of 

the century, POOX. s o i l s  tn t district were increasingly 

occupied. Secondly, a r e l a t ive ly  higher average assessment on 
lands  relinquished implies that they were of good quality. 



Thirdly, the Collector's repons In the ~ a r l y  nknet ies  ind ica te  

t h a t  the black 5 faluks also had s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e n t  of 
cultivable wastess4 .  benson's analysis of the d i s t r i c t  also 

showed that the unoccupied lands  in many t rac t s  were of fair 

quality IBenson, 1889; 1 8 8 ) .  An important, reason6s attributed 

50 the nun-uccupation' of +,h.less lands was the sparssness of 
populationsfl . 

The sparseness of population per se was n o t  t h e  important 

reason; rather it was the changes in the age composition of 

population brought about by the famine. k s u b s t a n t i a l  loss of 
childyen during t he  period of famine reduced t h e  number of adult  
males and females in 1880s as well as in 189Bs and resulted in an 

unf avourable composition of populatf on. We have worked out the 

dependency r a t i o  (Dl?,,) (the number of dependents per male in the 

age group bf 15-58) f o r t h e  period 1872-1911 (Table 71 .  The 
female population have bean excluded from the productive age 

group as ' thei r  role was n o t  very significan*, in matters of 
 decision^ rslatirrg to extensf arr of cu l t i va t i on .  The DR, which was 

2.28 i: :572, ?n.c-~ i2:~ i~?!3 .7  r(r,,..lfned to 2,24 .r 1881. It increased 

to 2.32 In 1891 and to 2 . 6 4  i n  1901. This increase in DR would 

hare L w n  very marked in famllfes belonging especially to the 
depressed cas tes  as they w e r e  t h e  chief victims of the famine. 

Table 7: Dependency Ratios in Burnool 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - -  

: Yea?~ 1 1872  : 1881 : 1591 : 1901 1911 I 
'------------f--------$--------+---+-------4+--------+------I 

I 

l Dependency I I I I 1 I 

f ratios 1 2.38 j 2.24 i 2.32  i 2.64'  \ 2 . 5 4  i 
---------------------------&----------------------------- 

Such r Inerewe in the R had adversely affected the 

agrarian expansion * in the following ways. Firstly, in dry 

regions the cultivable wastes were not generally preferred by 

26 



r . as theee were less  f e r t i l e  and loca%ed far  from 
t h e  villages. Hence, these lands were usually brought under 

pleugh ma5-cly by the hardworking smal.1 and poor peasants with 

fz1p.ily iabour47 . However, as there was a chmge Y the 

comsositicn of families in t h e  post-famine period, the family 
labourwas  hard to comebflB,  S e c ~ n d i y ,  such peasants i n t h e  

p ~ s t - f  a ~ ~ i n o  period were extremely impoverished. k Settlement 

Officer remarked (in 1905); " ths  survivors mong the ryots were 

im?overished, many doubtless had deteriorated physically. A new 
generatfun has grown up, but the memory of the great fanine stf ll 
Liv-s and has fncreased t he  dull fatalism of the ryots"6s 
Thlrd ly ,  the  family life was se~erely affected in the post-famine 

period. After t h e  famine, widows, wldcwers and orphans must have 
fr.urr? it difficult to cope within an ecr~nonsy where the family was 
t h e  central productive unit. Perhaps, these ctrcumstances would 

have changed the labour participation rates or led to an 

i~tenstfication of labour e f f o r t .  But it is doubtful whether 

. such chanst:,s had any s ign i f  "ant impact r? the extecsion of 

maltivatiun. Thus, the poor ann small peasants were at a 

disadvznta~e as far as extension of the  cu l t i va t i on  and 
recccupation af the lands relinquished were concerned. 

Even if richer peasants wanted to o c c ~ p : ~  the cultivable 

wastes, the reduction in the number of labourers and t enan ts  in 
the district had acted a s  a constraint. A substantial loss of 
pc1pulat5on [ belorrging mainly to agrf cul tura l  labourer castes )  

coupled w i t h  some out-migration had reduced. the number of working 
hands available the district. 

It is difficult to establish t h e  actual decline in the 

number of labourers as data on occupational distribution of 

population in 1832 are not  comparable w i t h  those in 4851. Hence, 



the trc?.!; i n  pcrptla-ticn bslc~nging to the  agsicultural l a b ~ u r s r  

castes such as Males, Hadigas znd Bupas are taken as a proxy Tor 

the trsnds In agr i cu l tu ra l  labourers in t h e  district. This 

method i s  j u s t i f i e d  on the grounc',s that there was Little 

occupationaL mobility during $his period.  However, it should be 
noted t h a t  trie prenmder~nce of children arid old [especially in 
1891) makes this method unsatisfactory. The number of Madigas, 

Malas and Boyas declined' from 2.75 lams in la72 to 1 .74  iaWls in 

1881 and increased to 2.88 lakkss in 1891; consequently, t h e i r  

propor%ion in the t a t a l  population declined from 29 in 1872 to 25 

and remalned virtually t h e  same in 11391. As a result, the money 

and real wages of casual labourera in the d i s t r i c t  were not only 

high but a lso  were rapidly increasing during the per iod  1877- 

1831 (Figure 4 In coritxast, a rapid population growth along 
with immigration i n t o  t he  deltaic districts resulted in larger 

labour availability and lower nsges7a. 

Loss of L ' v e s t o a  
An enurxoub 1c.2 :f -:.?f!.e c!)~r-',wrg wntt after the period of 

famine had affected the a g r a ~ i a n  exparision in the district, at 

least t i  the la te  1880s. The dis%rict was never self- 
sufficient in livestock. In the absence of local breeding, 

farmers were importing cattle from Nellore and Guntur through 
dealers on credit, at t w i c g  ur thrice +;heir average cost CCE~etty, 

1886; 113). Als~, the recurring diseases also periodically 

ravished the cattle population71 . The sharsage of fodder was so 

acute that t h e  farmers in parts of the d i s t r i c t  would buy cattle 

at %he heginning of agricnltural season and sell them off after 
t h e  harvest? 2 . The famine had greatly reduced t h e  cat t le  
population; the  GaXlector's estimate of t h e  loss was 4 8  per 
cen't7s. C~nsequently, the  size of ploughing cattle cclurtinued to 
be small around s i x  to eight b ~ ~ l l o c k s  per 18B acres of t i l l e d  





area in the district { T a b l e  8). However, considering the fact 
that the dz%z on plougkting s n ? - ~ a l s  related to both bulb and 
bullocks, the number of bulLocks per 10B acres of sawn area must  

have been even smaller. Thus, the ploughing ariimals were 
insufficient f o r  good tillage as -13. as for the  extension of 
cultivation in the district7 4 . 
Table 8: Number of Bu3locks and Ploughs (par 100 acres of tflled 

axgal and BuLlock,/PLough &tics in Hurnool District. 
C---I-.----L-I---I----------------------------------- 

:Triennium IBullocks per :Ploughs per f Bullock/ ! 
: anding : l@0 acres o f  : I@@ acres of : plough t 
: w i t h  :tilled area - : t i l l e d  area j r a t i o  I 

6 
1 - - - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - - - f - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - t  
I I : 1877-8s t I 8.77  1 3-51 j 1.93 : I 

: 180~-83 1 I 6 .15  i 4 . 0 0  i 1-63 1 1 

: 1890-93 I I 8.21 i 3 - 8 7  I 2.12 1 I I 

: 1893-96 I 
r 8.36 I 3.98 ; 2.10 : I 

Ila96-99 I I 8.06 I 3.79 i 2.12 ! 
:1899-1$01* : 8.05 1 I 3.88 2.89 : .................................................... 

Notes: * Two yearly average. Source: Same as in Ta5l.e 6 .  
Note: Figures  for the first triennium relate only to bullocks. 
As no separate fnforma-Lion on -ulls and bul7-.=ks was gfven for 
the pariclu lu831~4 %i ? , tT.'n- ,,'I- . -"'- -...- -, 42t2 132. this period are 
o m i t t e d .  

Pol4 cLe3s-Q- 

The colonial government's policies in the collection of 
3eusd revenue had also severely affected the agrarian expansion. 
Though the failure of crops was complete durfng the famine 
period, the percentage of land that was given remfss5on was 29 In 
1878/7 and 12 in 187718. While dry remissions were not gtven to 
larger pattadari who were considered to be fn a batter position 
to pay' the land revenue (Benson, 1889; 103),  those given to the 

pour ware fnsufficlent. In the post-famine period, an enormous 
loss of population and livestock lad to a large ex%ent, of current 
fallows; get ?emissf ons were not gfven am these lands, Added to 



t h a t ,  t h e  mots Here ~ ~ w i l l l ~ i g  to c ~ ~ i t i v n t e  t 2 e  lands s~ddled 
w i t h  arrears fo r  w h i c h  the crops on the land were liable to be 

s e i z e d r s  . These factors resulted in a r ~  accum~lation of land 

revenue arrears on a scale nfticb was unprecedented in the  

district {Appendix I ) .  As $he lands w i t h  cutstanding arrears 

could not be relknsuished till 1379180, the farmers fled snd only 
a f e w  turr12d up when t h e  government t r i e d  to reinstate them in 

the l a t e  188Fs and 189891 5 . 

In order 50 recover t h e  arrears thrau~h coercive means, a 

separate department was set  up. Ln the d i s t r i c t ,  whers 
ordinarily larid revenue w a s  pa id  with the slightes3 pressure, - - -- 

coercive policies had to be employed for the recovery of as much 
as 73 per cent of t o t a l  collections In 1879J8B. In the  

succeeding pears, this f i ~ u r e  rar~ged between 50 to 8B per cent. 
Table 9 s h o w s  t ha t  the m o u n t  for which coercive processes w e r e  
issued was as Large as Rs. 9 lakhs i ~ r  ",be triennium ending with 

1881/2. The cof onial governmen Pound it very :iff  i c u l t  to apply 

pressure in t h e  zbsence of movable property with the r yo t s .  The 

Collemw unashartedly regretted tha t  '"the heavy less of ca t t l e  
sustained by t h e  mots has deprived us a most ready means of 
recovering t h e  guverrment dues",  All t h a t  could be collected by 

distrainiag the crops and any movable gjroparty was realised. 

It was soon realised t h a t  in many cases t h e  arrears could not be 

recovered as t h e  r y o t s  had dese~ted the villages without 
relinquishfng % h e i r  lands77 . 

Consequently, the go-remimerit had to resort to auctioning of 

lands. The number of defaulters whose propel-ty w a s  'mid land 

also t h e  amount f o r  which property was sold) was small comared 

to those against whom the coercive processes Here issued. This 

does not ,  however, mean t ha t  majority of the  defaul ters  was 



subsequently able to pay %he h n d  revenue. The PayxenSs were 

made e i ther  by borrowing or ly aliena3ion of larid in the private 

Table 9: Coercive Processes Employed in Land Revenue Collections 
----111------1--1--d----------------d--~k---~----------------- 

: Triennium : 1 :  2 1 3  I 1 4 : 5 1 6  1 
'---------+-------+-------- 
1 

*-------+---------+-------f-------L 

:1878/73 t 35304: 443596 : 1159 : 23689 1 14559 S llE%J4 : 
11881/82 1 1107053: 863679 I 8184 1 183023 !I78534 1 79411 1 
11884/85 f 98231: 361988 1 1475 : 21392 : 2 4 5 4 8  1 15388 f 
:1887/8$ : 109776: 314110 : 1@04 437?3 : 20798 : 3172 : 
IlB$B\91 : 105766; n . a  J 174 : 3321 1 n.a 1946 1 
11893/94 : 179521:  n.a : 315 : 3935 : n.a t 3605 1 
:189E/97 : 1503221 n.a  1 3 3  i 1684  I n.a I 2737 I 
11&99/19ml 2145551 n.a  1 474 3 5'784 n.a : 4 1 7 6 :  ---------------_---------------------------------------------- 

Source: &ports on %he Set&ment of the h d  %venue of the 
kovinces  Urider the Madras P r e m e n c ~ ,  f o r  the relevant 
yesrs. 

I = lhmber of defaulters against whom coerc3ve processes i s s u e d .  
2 = Amount of arrears for which coercive processes issued, 
3 = Number of defaulters whose property w a s  actually s o l d .  
4 = Amount of arrears for which the property was actually sold. 
5 = Estimated value o f  the  property. 
6 = Amount --ealised f r o m  property sold. 

tr&nsactions, A corroboratiun to the Lztt ter  can be found in a 

sharp increase in the t o t a l  land transacted in the post-famine 
'period (Table 1 4 ) .  This w a s  done partly to avoid the payment of 

process fees and partly due to t h e  Pnct t ha t  the l a n d s  in the 

auctionin& were sold at dirt-cheap rates78 . Even af te r  the 

revenue s a l e s ,  the government could no t  completely recover the 
arrears meln3y due to the difference between the mount for which 
the  property was sold and ac-tual amount realisad at the auct ion  
sales (dertucL 6 f r ~ m  4 in Table 9). This dtfference arose as the 

government had to buy most of the lands f o r  want of bidders  at 
'very low rates. The remainhg .mount had to be written off 

(Appendix I ) .  



Hegarding t a x  burden as EW impediment to t h e  a g r a r i a n  

expansion, the evLdenae is mixed. %be average assef~ment w a s  

around one rupee per acre of dry land i n  most sf the taluks. The 

increase in pricss reduced th2 perceritage of assessment in the 

gross produce [Table I@],  t 'hreby,  leesened the burden ~f 

Table 18: The Share ( X I  cf Per-acre Assessment in the Grvsz  and 
Het Produce in Kvrnoul D i s t r i c T  { D r y  l a n d  with jowar) . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - _ - - - - - - - - - - - d - - - - - - - - - - - - - , w - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - h - - - - - - - d  

:Year I G.P 1 S.V C.E :W.P I k.P .A :Share ( X )  of A . P . A  in I 
I 
I ; ( a s ) ;  (zs) ;  ( ~ ~ j  ( ~ ~ 1  4----------------------: 
L I t I 1 t t ( I G.P I I 1 1 I N. P r 

:1885/86: 7.97: 2.@@: 2 .71 :  3.21; 0.94 ! 12.0B 29.28 I 
E 

:1890/91: 8 - 9 7 ;  2.24: 3-05; 3.68: 0 . 9 4  : 18.48 1 25 .54  1 
1 

:1895/96I10.38: 2 - 6 0 :  3.53: 4 .25 :  0 . 9 4  1 9.B6 I 22 .12  I 
r 

!1898/9aILB.2?: 2.66: 3.E21 4-37; G . 9 4  : 8.83 21.51 1 
f 

I19@4/@5!1!7.27: 2.55: 3 - 4 9 ;  4-21: 8 . 9 4  : 9.15 : 22.33 1 
I 

:1999/10~15.57: 3.9?3: 5.30; 6 - 3 9 ;  $3.94 : 6.03 14-71 I 
I -------------_--_-_---------------------------------_------------ 

Sources: 11 Data on pields, c u l t i v a t i o n  expenses and per acre 
assessment are obtained from a, December 17, 1378, 

pp. 11114, 112135 ancl 11222. 
2) Data on prices are obtained from Statistical 

l a 3  oui Yadras Presi- L. 

Notes: @.F = Gross p~od,.ze M.P = set produce. 
S.V = Seasorial vics i t tudc C . 3  = Cult ivat ion expenses 
A . P . A  = Assessmect per acre 

taxatf on. However, in t a l u k s  of KoilkufitXa and Pa-ktikonda, the 
assessments were heavy? 9 , a fact which was acknowledged even by 

t h e  Board of Re~enuebm. Bensors's analysis a l so  shows 'that "'good 

lands in these taluks (especially in Pattikonda) were left wasts, 

because of extraordinarily high average assessment on them" 

{Benson, 1889:27). Perhaps, t h i s  w a s  the reason why t he  average 
assessment on Lands relinquished w a s  somewhat higher compared to 

that an lands taken up (Table 11). During t h e  famine periods of 

%he l a t e  1870s and 189121s. the assessment on lands Saken 12-p was 

naturally high as t h e  richer farmers occupied t h e  best lands 

relinquished by the poor. b r i n g  the non-famine period of 1880s, 



5he zssorc?emt t? or: lands taL;en u s  were gene~a1Ey Lon co%pared $0 
t ha t  on lends ~elinquished. The s m e  azrs noted in !88t /2;  "while 

fhe laadz  brolzght, t~ revenue sales w e : x  high class  Sands, those 

r~..swly talcen tq. r 3 f ~  d i r . ~ ~ k % ~ s ~  w{:rrJ sucocd m d  t3 i i rd  rkte"2' . 

'TIrii~s, 4:m?1e pc12i~ies  of l w d  reve.rd5: ~ o l l e c t i ~ w i  ncht  3n3y 

aPfecte.5 she agrarian expaasL~r:, but a l : m  led to c o n c ~ n % ~ a t i o r ~  of 

Table 11 : Average k~sessmerir, on Larids 3clinquished &?id Taken Up. 
_____-_-___d-_d_-h--_*-----------------------------d------------  

t 5-year I Larids Relinquished t Lands Talre~i t 
I 

average t - - - - -. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - +-+ ---------------- --" ' 
I I 

: errdf ng with I Ext4ent j Asses SM~T:% ; Avg. ; E:;Yterit l Assessncrrt t 4:qg. 
1 ----+------- + ------ f --.-.------- + ----...- A---- ------ + ----- ---.----.+-----' 
1879r'88 i 84225 1 67273 37619 1 32274 i3 .86  

: 1884/85 is6294 1 $6353 iG .82  ; 35928 : 57987 i B . 8 1  : 
~ a a g / s s  :31279 24553 i13.79 ; 53243 37879 ;a:r~ ; 
11894/95* :42817 : 32830 i 8 . 7 7  1 4042@ : 31345 I0 .78 : 
:1898/1~B# i33895 1 27844, tB."13 I 3'!298 : 286fl3 . IW.77 1 
__I__I_____I____-I-_---I--I-_II--X------I-----------------*.----- 

* 4-year merage. The figures for  t l e  year 1592/3 are excluded 
as they included the rezurned s e n i c e  irams. 

Source: S-me as in Table 9 .  

land ownership in ths d i s t r j c t .  While t h e  r k e ? ~ e ~  .farmers 

occupied or Bought; srrrns of +,Ire b z s t  lands i x s  t h e  district, the 

poorer fa-mers occupied son?* of t he  inferior Zar:ds due to higher 
assessme~~t an best k n d s .  

in C r c - c ~ i n ~  Pattexi 

The slow agrai-fan expans5ozs vae, $0 ssrrre e x t e n t ,  due "t the 

part  i a 1 deve lopmerrt 9f cclmmodi-Ly = a r k %  , Thoueh the price3 

s t a r t e d  increasing f r o m  the mid-2838s, the  product market failed 

to gain a momentum due tc the recurring famines. Soon a f t e r  the 

famine s t r u c k ,  the   peasant,^^ showed preference for raising food 
crops82 . Con.seguently, %kit: area under non-f ood crops, especially 
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cottt0fi, had decIi;*ied [ T ~ h l e  1 2  1 , Si~lar: ?$re decade i d 8  1 - 2 1. wss 
free from famines. t h e  f amers began tc make e f f o r t s  29 R r c w  cash 

crops and t h u s ,  took  advantage ~53 :lie rising prices. However, 

the famines of 1891/2, 189E/7 an5 1599/19WJ compelled them tc 

switch Lack to %hi. f w d  srops. The :jhare of srea 1211~1er f c.lcrd 

crops gra2uz>ly irrcrsassd , w h i l e  tha t  uxrdsr no:r -"oC creps 

declined dur ing  ISSWs (Table 1 2 ) .  

Table 12; Cruppfng Pat te rn  in ICurnosl D i s t r i c t  (2877/78  to 1899J19m) --------- c - - - - - - - - - L _ - - L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . . - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - . . - - - - - - - - - - - -  

:3-Year I f L t I I a t t I I 

:average ;Rice j Jowar j DFC / TFC : indigo j~ottQn/ ONFC~ TNFC j~ntal: 
t - - - - - - +----+------ +--- - - -+-- - - - -+-- - - - - -+-- - - - -+-- - -+-- - - - -+-- - - - -* - - - - - t  

I 

1 1375 i 2 . 8 9 :  41.911 37.49: 82,291 1.23 !10.92 I 5.136: 17.71; 2G781 
1. I 1 1 I I I 1 I t I 
I L I i L < I I I I : 1880 13.81; 4 4 - 7 5 ;  31 .71 l  86.27: 1.17 : 9.60 : 2 - 9 8 ;  13.73: 1469: 
: 1883 i3 .951 3 9 . 4 2 :  31-56; 7'7.53: 4 .08  i12.77 : 5.L2l 22.971 15611 
I 1836 i 3 . 2 8 :  3'7.4g: 37-18; 77.851 2 . 5 7  t12 .45  7.P21 2 2 - 1 5 :  17381 
! 3889 19.76: 3 3 . 4 8 :  37.69:  74-85! 4 . 6 6  :11.61 : 3 . 8 9 :  25.15: 1843;  
1 1892 13-52; 33.87:  37.59; 75.141  2 . 4 7  113.09 : 9 . 3 @ :  24.861 18621 
: 1895 14-09!  32.24: 39.311 7 5 . 6 7 :  3-11  ,11.53 E P.7GT 24.33;  18951 
189s 13.54I 36.92' 3 7 . 7 3 ;  7'7.25I 2.85 f 11 .93  : 8 - 7 3 ;  22 -72 ;  3851; 
1 :3.?0! 36 , "75 !  39.@3: 79.Psl 13.69 112.45 I 7 . 7 9 :  2g.921 1875; 

--------------I----__------------ ------..----..---- 

Sources: 1. StatisticaL KetUms for s h e  Years i877,'TS %c 1980/91 
2, & ~ i c u l , t u r a 2  Stat+ stics of India, Va~ious Issues. 

Such a pa rk in l  dev~lopme2t of co~modkty market xas aided by 

the development of t r anspo r t  and cclmmeyce. The road developmerit 
was brisk as the famine relief works were 2lrnost entirely un the 
construction of roads. Besides, t,ha railway line between Madras 
arid Bombay passes very close to the  disttrict. By 139@s, the 

district was connected w i t h  the dgltn  distr3.c-k s sf coasta l  Andhra 
by w railway line, which placed ail the parts 9fl the dis+,rict 

within 30 miles uf the line, It stimulated trade (chiefly in 

cot ton ,  indigo arid tobacco) and h d p e d  t h e  emergence of market 
t o m s  such a s  Nandyal and Cuntu2. 



The distr ic t  had trafie linbs w i t h  the H ~ d e x a ~ a d  State aa 

well as vitk t he  rest of the Prealdency . Qn .qn 51.7er3~5, guodu 

worbh mope t h n  6 lekhs Rsro fmnsactecl betwezn Hyderabad and the 

d i ~ t r i c t  during t h e  period I Z G 3 i 2  and 1886,!7 (Bens~n, 18?5: 355, 

Regarding ather par t s  in the  Presidency, these are prub lems  a s  

separate in2 ormatior: or1 df stzis-t-wise t r ade  is ncr. avzFlabla. 

What we have is t k i e  r a i l - t o m e  Srsbs data betw&e.fr t h e  Ceded 

Districts bnd the rest of ths Presidency. These d i s t r i c - t a  were 

exporting bcth foodgrains and kndus-brial produce such as cotton 

and oil seeds. The iwports i r ~ t r ~  the  region were irslgnif f cant 
except in the farnine year of 1 8 g I J 9 2 .  Biue and focdgrains o the r  

than jowar andbajxa ~ o n s t l t u t e d  bulk of t h e  imports. She 

othek hand, raw cotton. was the major item oP .export .  

Interestingly, exports of jowar and t a j x a  gradually picked :IF and 

In the early 189Ds [including the famine years) these were the 
major articles exported from t h e  region [Raa a ~ l d  Ra jasskhar, 

1989). Thus, barring t h e  fanine years i n  which larger quanttties 

of rice wele impo,*edss, the r- yion exported .iqwar and Sa j r s  on a 

large scale to sub-regzolrs b o t l ~  wiShin and outside the 

Presfdency. 

Notwfthst~nding the development of trade and t ~ a n s p o r t ,  the 
commodity xarket could not  gain momentum mainly d u e  to ths 

recurring famines in 1898s. Bcwever, this was n u t  the same 

across t h e  various s t ra ta  of the peasantry. For instance, $lie 
proportion of cotton area on i c a x  lands was high compared to t ha t  
on govem~ment lands during the period i879/80-189112. Sinsa rich 

peasants possessed most of the inam lands, they were In a better 

3osition au Par as t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  c4 cash crops was concerned; 

and, in t h e  process, took advantage of the rising prices. 



5. -- Economic Prk1rbi1ik~ 3f Byra 1 i3c?j1ss?ioPds C_I B 7 5  - Z9BZ :: 
?'he f'oregolng discucsil-,).n revszls that t h e  rsro-rerp of t h e  

cuLtivatedloccu~ied ares wna sLon in the d.istri:t, during the  

post -famine perj-ad. Ho~etheless , it varied aorosc; -tar.iclus m-fata  

of .ths peasantry.  

.h enulrw!uus loss o,' popxiation snd cattle coupled with  

widespread i n p o v ~ ~ m  compel led the small f amexs to give up 

most of t h e i r  Ziix~ds. Hot-;e\.er; 2 s  3he Lands with cutstand5ng 

arrears could n u t  be relinqEished ti31 1879/80, these lands were 
left f a l l c l w -  As suck! lands w ~ r - s  no% given rsmissio~is,  tlte land 
revenue arrears accumulxte5, Con~equentLy, ~ ~ o s t  of the small 

famers sj.tFier fled or aliena+ed t h 2  lands t u  private individuals 

or tc the government at the auction sa les .  We h a ~ 3  data on the 

land transacted both in the  registered and auct ion  sales during 
the  period 1875/6-3886,f7 [ T ~ L I P  13 1 .  The t o t a l  l and  transacted 

Table ' 3 :  Lands Transactsd i n  t h e  Registered Sales and at the 
Auction S a l e s .  

\r,rec Ln acres and aassessm~flt in Rs) 
--------------.-d----------------------------~------------------- 

IYeer 17:h ..Bs",ered sales : Auction sacs I 
I 

1 
i !Area I A4 i3oughz by I PVI 8 ~ u g h t  by ; AA 1 
I I I 
I I ! sroverrimt ! I I 

1181516 f 13891; 1-19 1 I I t f I I I 1 

; ~ s r s ~ r  ~ r z s r l i  1.35 .: I I I I I @ 

:1877/8 i ~ 9 j  1.02 1 t 4 i I I 1 I 

!1878/9 1 9186; 1 .22  . {  I 1 1 I 
I I f I 

:1879/891 2@457: I .  31 1 I I 49744 i B . 6 1  
:183!3/31t  31Bl4; 1 . 2 7  1 21395t fE.7t-3 f 
:S+Bs1/2 : 147431 I .  4 9  3296 : 1.221 7253 : 8 .78  1 
:1882/3 i 14157: 1 . 3 2  : 8 2 1  1 1 - 3 4 ;  1529 11.11. 1 
:I83314 i 1D553: I .  32 t 1176 3 1351 0 ! 
t 1 8 ~ / 5  I 11.337: 1.35 ; i 333 ; 1 . ~ 7 ;  lass 11-53  1 
I l&36/7 :  947fll 3 .26  327 1.39; 433  11.87 : 

AA = Avemge assessmerit 
Source: As in Table 9 .  



lqas Ffggificwntly high c~>rins 31:~ 3ezfofi ld '7219!EIf l8~/5.  

Precisely during this period, the cu?  fir, i R 1 E ~ T c s r r l W n  L. M a s  

, y~; ty~ less ly  coElectirrg the r c - v s n ~ r r -  s I ,  j - cars  . Hence, we 59XSG5 

tlr&-, these 3  la w c r c  Lran~ferred urider campulsiaf,~; to hll. ~f f 

t h s  l a n d  revenue arrears. A second poin t  that emerges f rorn Table 

13 is %hat lands  alienated ii t he  registered a5 w e l l  as in 

auct20n sa les  to private individuals were ~f high quality. 'The 

avcragc ~ s s ~ s ~ m e n t  or1 t k i 8 5 ~ j  13r:d5 was C ~ C Y  ist er1t~237 kliglier 

canpared tc. +,bat un the lsnds aif erratcd to the government, E X C ~ . ? ~  

in %he year 1884.J5- Th5 _s 3mp.l -les that %he best lands had s ready 

narkcL.  We do not have data en class position af t h e  buyers of 
th5se l a n d s .  Given the miserable conditions of t h e  srn~~ll 

Zamers, it i3 reasonable to suppose that t h e  r i c h  farmers had 

acquired these la~clct. .figair1 .the rich peasants occupied f k i e  test 

Izcds rel lnquis?ted by the poor during and after tho famine. 
Consequently, the average assessment on lands relinquished was 

lower compared to that on l ~ n d s  %ken up during t h e  period 
1 S75/6-18?9/bB {Table 11.). 

Za the post-f m i n e  period, the small pess~a?. l -  could n u t  
extend the ~ n 3  t i v a t  i c ~ i  though 1 aree tracts of cultLvable wastes 

WGL-e available and prices were on the rise front mid-1888s 

onwards. This w a s  mainly due to the  changes in age compositL~n 

of their f a m f  l ies, resulting in an . tnert3ns~ .fn t b a  dcpeadcrrcy 

r a t i o  i - r !  t h e  last t w o  decades c-f' the nineteenth cen-tui-3t. These 

irnpcverished f anil ies consisted mainly of ch i ld ren ,  old and 

widowed. Also t h y  lacked able bodied xen. These conditions UP 

physical deterioration continued for some more time. This was 

par t ly  6 . ~ 2  3'0 the mal-nourished children t ha t  the d i s t r i c t  had 
i nhe r i t ed  in t h e  posS-f mine  period; "a large number cf infants  
in the faaine d i z t r i c t s  at birth showed all the narks of being 

f m i n e  s t ~ j c k e n .  Frequently in such cases the mothcr had no 



l? is ihle  signs of a t a m f ~ t i o n ,  bu3 h e r  previcus poor livicg ?:ad 524 

effect of s ta rv ing  She foe tu s  i n  utero"c4 . MU re vvs r , %he 

existence of .FI large :lumber of widowed Zu theze f m t l i e s  had 

hampered their ch~nceu of u~ward economic nobility. in sc 

economy, where f z i i 3 y  as E csntrel economic unit played an 

irnportar1-t rcle ir occupying of aretle nas?,es as we13 as in 

c u l t i v a t i o n ,  such R dismptf or1 E U S ~  h ~ v e  affected these fa~ilies . 
Thus, the famine coupled with t h e  sever5 revenue coileotion 

policies  of the co lon ia l  goverrment resulted in a domiward 

mobility of srmXI geasantry. 

As noted ear l i e r ,  the changes in the age composition of 

population reduced the number cf labourers and tenants availa3le 
i n  the district. Such a decline had adversely affected t h e  

landlord c lass  of Bratimins for they were more dependant on 
agricultural labourers cnrfipared to r i c h  peasants [Reddies). In a 

situatios of e?iortage of iabourers and t enan ts ,  t h e  B r a h m i n  

cul t ivators:  bqd to keep their pal ,ialXy revenue-::me l l a ~ ~ d s  out of 

cultivation. The occupied in,- lands,  which cocstituted a 

s i g n i f  isszt prop~x"tiun of t o t a l  ~ccupied area, declined at a 

faster ?ate dxring t h e  pe~iod 1 8 7 2 / 3 - 1 8 9 9 J 5 8 ~  [Tabla 1 4 ) .  

A breek-up of cultivable w ~ s t e s  and current fallows held under 
the inam and ~,lotwari tertures is very suggestive (Table 15). The 

cult2vable wastee declined from 11.8 to 7'. 25 lakh acres bstr~sen 

1379/90 a33 1889/98. The com~onent of inam lands,  which W A S  

l a rger  im~ed ia te ly  a f te r  t h s  famine, declined obviously as these 
were t he  best Xands and w e r e  greatly in demand. A break up of 

cultivable wastes 3rd c u ~ r e n t  fa l lows s?iows t ha t  the p r ~ p c r t  ion 

of inam lands in the t o t a l  cul3ivable wastes was small in 1885 /E ,  

but; significantly increased in the  Sate 1888s. On the other 



Table 14: Oecupi~d Area and Current Fallows S3der Lnam and 
Ftyutwar:! T e r i n r ~ ~  2n Kurno01 {1872/3-lr?39,~19Cf,W 1. 

--- - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -* - -  ..-+ *.-----.--------------- -.---.---- 

:Triennium: Occspied land 1 I Currect f aliows I I 

with I GCI* : Inaw I Total I <TO* , I !  4 T1:ttalf 
: t i3?4/5 ;I219 : l@74j 2293 1 n. s I n . a  n . a  I 
I 1 1 1 1 I i 
i 1 I 1 1 I I 1 

I1885/6 :la31 l B l 3 ;  2344  : 17.52 1 52.58 , 253 1 
!1888/9 !I129 : 9 3 9 :  2Q82 i 2 1 6 2 4 6 ;  
118541/2 1x155 951; 21B5 : 36.74 : 8 9 . 2 6 :  1 6 9 1  
:1394/5 I1163 : 9 3 5 :  2E93 : 46.@4 1 53.98 1 1.W I 
;1897/3 j1183 ; 958: 2121 1 36.E7 : 63.33  1 17'1; 
1 ; 943: 21@3 41-28 5 8 - 9 0 ;  137 1 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Source: B t a t f  s w  R e w a s  of the k&ras Presidency, FBB, 
Various issues. 

hand, t h e  proparbion of i n m  lands in the total current fallows 

was ranging between 67 and 87 (Table 15). Thus, conseguewit npgn 

a decline in the number of t e n a ~ t s  and labourers available in the 

dis t r ic t .  a significar~t proportion ef fnam lands was thrcwn ou t  

of cultfva%isn despite the  fact  t h a t  these were the best lands in 

t h e  df stric?. . 

Table 15: Cult ivable Wastes (CW) and Current Fallows [CF) in 
Kurnool District. 

--------------------------------h---h---d--h------------+-+----- 

Source: Same as In Table 14. 
A = Government lands B = Inam lands C = Total in.'BT@ acres, 



With an izicrease in %he e x t e n t  of current fallcws on Inzm 

lands, the land rewrrue .arrcsrs ?lad  his^ incre3~e.l iA9ppenc2ix I ) .  
Also, revenue remissions  or^ Lhese f ands were nGz give-ri. Wi th  a 

r~tpid accum~Iaticn of arrears,  ?,he a re-re-nlze-f rea 

proprietors had %o relinquish ur sell much of their I r ~ r c ? ~  at 

auction sale~Rs, which l ed  to a rapid decline in occupied inam 
land (Table 14). AE a result, the quit-rent on minor inams 

declirred from Rs. 39362 ir i  187'i19 to Rs. 82889 in 188E11, 

on them had declined f r o m  3 s .  59565 to Rs. 52369 dlarlng the 

same period <Appendix 2 ) .  

A fu r the r  decline in the  number of tenants and labourers 

had worsened the p o s i t i o n  of Bra'x~min i n m d a r s  dur i~ ig  the l a s t  t w o  

decades of t h e  n ine teen th  centnry .  Again the availability of 

cult ivable wastes 3rd reduction in the inciderice of l and  revenue 

en government l a n d s  brougl-it do .L the demand f c .- Pr:am lands ; thus 

squeezing t he  rental Pnccimes uf t he  lantllords. The same was 

observed in 1356; "one cause of their (Brhhmin landlords] poverty 

is . . . the reduction of the assessment on governmerat lands, w h i c k i  

affects the r e n t a l  values of inams" [Chetty, 1886: 136). 

Consequently, they h ~ d  to sl1ena-t.e mast of their land through 

registered as well as auc t ion  sales. Table 16 shows t ? i a t  the 
share of land sold by B r a h r n i t  inarndars w a s  c c ~ s i d s r a b l y  high, 

around 21?r %o 3@ per cent dulrir~g t k i e  period 1395ir/1-1922/3. Iri 

Harkapur, nearly two-thirds c!f the inam l a n d s  were sold to either 

private individuals fir to the govem~mer~t. By t h e  .turn of the 

century, the importance of Bra-mins H S  the ' landed aristocracy' 

was un t h e  wane, it was observed "land is passing m o r s  and more 

into the k ~ a n d ~  of t h e  cultivating classes at the expense of the 

absentee land holdings anb the lower ca=tesH86. 



Table 16; L m d  T r ~ n s P e r s  by StaTus of %he Allenat~r. 
<Area in acrgs j 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 3 - - - - - -  -------------- ----I-------------- 
I :By wholly ur partly 
I :By revenue paying To+,al 1 I 

: 3-gear i revenue f res pr r~pr i e to r  yroprie'c,ur I I 
I 

j!Qrg. ; - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . + - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - + - + - - - - - - - - - - - - t  

lending! Number I Area 1 N~lrnber I Area f F u ' u n b ~ r i - : A r e a ~  
! w i t h  !----------+------------+--------- +----------l t 1 

I I 
I I I 
1 : BOCI FPCGI SOC 1 3PCGi BDC: BPCGI BGC: BPCGI I I 
I I I I .I t e I I I 1 
1 t 1 1 I I I I I I f 1 

4 

'------+----+-----+------+--------- +---+-----+----4-----+------+-----' 

I 1834 : 167: €28; 1151 I 458>31 551 1999: 344:14433I  2843119665; 
: 1837' t 221 6451 197 45271  S3; 23871 69@:15493: 3B4Li207lBT 
: 19QB E 4 3 :  486; 425 1 4 1 4 2 1 1 a 2 :  1777: 894:13951: 2413f18193: 
: 19#3 1 54:  645:  423 1 5158~154I 231511285115332: 31?1 :218 f l 6~  

8 One year f i g u r e  
BUC = By order of s cozrf,. BPCG = By pr iva te  contract or gift. 

Source : Indian & r g % i c % *  Varivus Issues.  

The lawids alienated by the small peasantry arid landlo~d 
class were acquired by the rich Reddy peasmts. Since the loss 

of popz~latfon among the Reddfes w a s  low, they were not. sevekly 
affected by the changes in %he age cornpositior~ of pQpulatlon. 
Unlike drakmins, they (including women) -med to work on t h e  lands 

and consequently, the  d e c l i n e  io t h e  number of agricultural 

labourers d i d  nut affect them. They also participated in trading 

actf.vities even during the famine periods?.  So, when the lands 

were sold at dfrt-cheap rates in the post-famine period, they  

wepe able to acquire then. Moreover, the fertile lands, which 

were relinquished In the post-famine period were also occupied by 

them as they were dornLnarrt both politically and ecunomically. 

Hence, thef r chances of upward mobility had enhanced. 



iDu39 : f.L?i-ari~ " ' YJ - . * V l  9 .  ' 3  2nd. ,he ,,,,, ,534 ,,Ye,,, 

poilcies have played an impor%ant  role in the mobility sf rural 

househclds during this period. The famine by Srlngiag about 
changes in tht. zge arid sex composition especially in families ,of 

small f amem,  resulted in thef T do~nward mobility. The ability 

of rich farmers to cope u p  with t h e  problems posed by t h e  fzrnine 
proved to be much better t h a n  t h a t  cf the small peasants. &en 

though, the landlord class c o ~ ~ l d  avercme the hardships of the 

famine,  it was severely aif  ectsd by the short svp-ely of tenants 

and labourers. 

AYL ear1:ier version of t h e  paper was pr~sented irr a seminar 
aS the Centre. Comments from C i t a  Sen, Mari Pkiat, D. Narayana, 
Chiranjib Sen arid 3ariLal were highly useful in the preparation 
of the f i r s t  d r e f t .  rn rhs pzper benefited a great deal  ?ram the 
criticisms and suggestions of Sakhti ?adhi, Swirlit Gohe, G. N .Rae, 
Chaadnn Mukhex j e e  and T . K . Sundari.  Namerta , K. N . Das and 
G.Surek?la were geneyous with their kind advice and logistic help. 
M y  sincert thanks to a l l  of Them. 



Appendix i: Land R~venue Arrears (LEA) and Amount Written off 
IAWO) un Various Land Tenuree. 

- -_ - - - - - - - - -1111- - - - - - -1 - - -1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

!Year Ryotwari Lands Shrotriem Jodi : Hinor In?-ms : 
I ' ------------------+------------*--------+---------.------* 
1 L 
1 I 
I I LW AWO LEA I AWO LXA i A W O ~  
'-------+---------+------+---+-----+------+--------+------t 

11875/6 : 61341 1214 1 166 i nil : 15335 : nil: 
: 1 8 ? F / ? :  31734: 2483 t 553 1 nil 1 1 2 8 9 1  1375: 
118J7/8 i 672998 533 12226 I nil :I51974 2531 
51878/9 f 55B898 1855 : 178E3 1 nil :184Y53 6651 
; l8?9,40; 349278 1 713 : 16493 I nil ill6436 1 331; 
El88%/8lI 23fl132 1 1975 : 10930 I nil 1 32780 I 1407: 
IlE?81/2 t786fl6 1 57871 i 13842 1 496 118@675 1 4 5 9 2 4 :  
:1882/3 I 83631 1 66069 63W9 1 nil 5B386 1 32P99: 
:I88314 : 19878 1 5465 : 5759 nil I 15443 I 5857:  
11884/5 : In140 T 4386 5045 nil 1 5575 1 557; 
:1885/6 ! 6323 1 2@49 5849 : 4549 5592 775; ................................................................ 

Source: S a m  as in Table 9. 

Appendix 2: Decline in B e v e ~ e  on Minor Inams irr the District. 

Ill---l_f--LI------------C-------------- 

:Y=r i Minor Iriams S a I 
I 

I 

1,-------------------------I 
I I ! 
t 
L :Quit-rent {Rs): Jodi (Bs); Remarks 
' - ------f--------------+-----------+------*----~---- l  

:1877/8 ! 89352 I n . a  I , ,, decline f s I 
;l878/9 : 8 ~ 4 4  I 59565 I : d u e t o t h e  
:1879/80: 87339 56135 1 - i h -  : 
I l8aB/81 i 82889 52369 I f ment & sale : 
:1882/3 1 87892 52167 : : of inam lands:  
:1383/4 : 85652 53991 1 1  s i I I 

11884J5 : 85271 52729 I,, 1 
I 

-II---1-----C__---____I-------~---------------------*---- 

Source: As in Table 9. 



1. EQZP02t of She Fam5ne Gommissj+on, YoJ.4, 1381, y:areafter 
R R o f m c a ,  3 , 3 5 9 .  Hewever, +he cs~mi l c s ion  
could c o t  decide ~ C W  muck: of this loss w a s  due to beserti-,IT! from 
t h e  villages. arid how much to dea th  as f ~ r t h e r  inPorrna-r,ic~~ W ~ E .  zet 
a~?E!il~lbLe. 

2. A t  a macro level, Charma Rumar argued t h a t  the agricultural 
labourers, tenants,  small cul t ivs tcrs  and weavers had su f fe red  
the  most during the  period of f zmins I Kumar, 1954 : 231 1. 

3. Though Mzllthus later on swjtched fro% pessimism t~ 
preventive checks such as dglsyed marriages and so on, his theory 
I s  popular in explaining both +,he s l o w  grovth of p o p ~ l l i r t i ~ r ~  3.3 
t h e  past (Ladurie, 1974) and t h e  rapid population g r ~ w t h  in 
recent times after t h e  aubsistartce crisis is cwercome I Bellsing, 
1974: 79-86). Helleing argued t h a t  a secular downward +:rend of 
death rate in Europe durfng  the 18th acd 19th c e r ~ t u r i e s  was not 
so mush due to improvement of medical facflities (both curat ive  
m d  preventive) and consequent reduc t ion  of mortality i n  'normal' 
years. It :gas mainly due  to qn unmistakable abatement of the 
great c r l ~ i s .  

4 .  T h e  available f ~ o d  might be unequally apportioned because 
of manipulation, hoarding and con t ro l  of supplies by the more 
well-to-do. The geographical obsxacles or t r a ~ i s y o ~  d i f  f i ca l t l es  
also play arr irnpr~stafit ro le  i u  prevenLing a nl~lrc-;  effectjive 
d i s t r i b u t j . ~ n .  In f a c t ,  ,rippleby (15278) locates the czuce of Pavine 
and consequerit high n o r t a l i t y  rates in Tudor-Stuart England 
primarily in transpcrt bottlenecks. 

5 .  This paragraph is based on the art icles written on the 
extension of S e c ' s  armmcnt. They are Desai (1988) and Ghose 
(19823. 

6 .  This paragraph is based en Anibirajan 119751 and 11978). 



7. In Ms-awi +,he d.eserted wr 332 reseived mu-'% support and help 
from 9 % ~  1 ~ ~ 3 b l ; r z  .:: J,~,:...:-: a .  - 7 : e d -  i~ t h e  f n r t i a l  stages of the 
famine of 1949 (Yaughan, 1987; 1 3 2 ) .  

8 .  The colonial government fo l fmed  such a favourable policy 
towards women. For instance, in Pengal famine of 1343, nearly 60 
per cent of t p e o p l e  wkio received free relief were wamen 
(Greenough, 2982 ; 1901 . 

9 .  In San~ladesh,  where death rates for females are nomt~llly 
higher than females at nearly all ages, the  disad17antage of young 
fenales [under I@ years) appears to have been exaggerated during 
the 1974-7'5 famine, but disaster diminished or even reversed the 
disadvantage of older  women in most age groups by raising male 
death rates more than female death rates. Xn 1975, mortality w a s  
higher f o r  men than fo r  women from age 25  on {Watkins, 1985; 
656) .  

10. The m o r t a l i t y  rates among %lie chi 2dren in m a n y  of the 
famines were found to be higher than ot.her age groups. Lardinois 
f o u ~ d  tha t  as w result of fam5ne of 1678-8, the greater deficits 
in t k i a  census of, 1881 occurred in nllrabers of children under 18 
years (Lardinois, 1985;  1 . The most-reliable age-s~ecific 
deaths from famine come from the rr.?cards of %he Eemugraphic 
Surveillance S y s t e ~  in Hatlab %ham, 33angladesh. As c~mpared to 
the averages fox t h e  f ive  years pr ior  to the independence in 
1971, the C-eatest increases during the famine occurred among the 
cbildrer .ssert 1-11 mclnths fo l l , . red by childrer ;lo the age-groups 
of 5-9 years [CRen et ai, 

11. In Bangladesh famine, She death rates amcng the people 
a5ove 45 were one of the highes t  and only next to those among t he  
children {Chen at al, 1977; 416). 

12. Askiton at a1, [1984, 617-8) attribute the highel: rnmtakity 
rates among the o l d  people above 4 0  years to the food allocation 
system would be Less favourable to the lass prfv5leged group of 
above 40. 

13. For details on the mt-aigmtion from the Madras 
Presidency dwring the period 1872-1891, see Laxdinois (1955: 455- 
6 0 ) .  Narrating the effects of famPne of 1935 on a Chinese 



1 . F:JET~~~ZSF;:. ?-.:-*?f;.fi. ; f tie -7-l f lage :-lad 5 PQP~~&,,,,Q-~~ ~f 
530peopZe in 76  families. In t h e  w i n t e r  02 1935, 25 entire 
families l e f t  t h e  village, frc;lm each of 39 families one to three 
persons l e i t  the village, leaving 0r~I.y 12 families intat:%" (Hao 
Pan-Sui , 1939 ; 245 ) . 

c- 

1 4 .  '%en Lardinois (1985; ! compared the population of Madras 
in 5872 arid lE81 censuses, he for~rid that a substantial pru~ortion 
of population perished due to t h e  famine 1876-73. Despite t h a t ,  
in 1881 census, 95 To 90 per cent of the t o t a l  r3opulatiou i r r  
Madras resided in t h e i r  disxrict  of birth. 

15. In fact, the investment in gold and silver [which can be 
= o m  f iquif ' . ,ed in dlf f fcu1. t  times) is one of t h e  insurance 
mechanisms devised by +,he peasants to, f i g h t  the hurigar in +,he 
event of famine (Morris, 197'5: Jodha, 1 9 7 5 ) .  

16. The districts of Hurnool, Cuddapah and Bellary were ceded 
to t h e  East India Comyany by the Niaarn of Hyderabad in 3888 f u r  
the maintenance of a body of troops known as Myderabad subsidiary 
force and in payment for the t rocps  furnished duridg %tie Yysore 
Wars IHacleanl 1877; 213. Though t h e  rights of sovereignty over 
Kurnooi district [then called as Kumuol Proper) ware ves ted  with 
the company, rnusl5rn rule continued till 1339,  when th2 N a w s t  was 
dethroned f u r  his rebellious conduct. For a brief peri-36, the  
dis t r ic t  w-15 administered by an agent 50 the $overnor. The 
agency administration l a s t e r  till 1858/59. when t h e  t a l u k s  of 
Cumbum, Markapur and RoilltunSIa f rom the Cuddapah d i s t r i c t  and 
that of Pattikonda from Bellary district were added to Kurnool 
Proper and the whole formed i n t o  5 Cuj Lectorate. In 186gJ61, 99 
villages were transferred to Wellore, while ten C r o m  B e l l a m  and 
six from Cuddapah were added to She district, The d i s t r i c t  
remained intact till 1953, save sene minor changes. 

17. See The Letter of the n ~ u m i s q i o n e r  gf Eiu,-mov~, 3cSaber 12, 
1841, parz. 3. 

18. See The L~&ter from t he  Cowiissioner of Kumiool to the 
ei Secret= to the Government, October 25, 1843, No.38, paras 

I1 and 13. 



29 .  Siaca land revenue was collected in cdccrdhnce with each 
year' s produce, the c u l t l r ' h t ~ r s  brae r e luc t an t  to ~ n & ~ t & l i f :  any 
developmental activities in the land,  as increase in prodqction 
would only mean more payment of land revenue to t he  goverrmsnt. 
Though Munro attributed t h e  unsatisfactory agricul tural  
production in the region to the poverty of the peopke, Niirnani 
l$:kherjee rs fu te t l  such .m expiariztion by saying %Plat "to the ryot 
poverty and high assessment weve  rnuch the same th ing .  The one 
was the cause of the o t h e ~ .  Poverty preventsd t h e  n70t from 
naking t h e  land productive and krigh assessment deprived him of 
the  f r u i t s  of his labour" Ifiiukherjee, 1962; 2593. 

20. These were scarc i t ies  in 1802-1884, 18fl5-57, 1824 and 
famines in the years 1833 and 1854.  

21. There w a s  a widespread depression in the prices during the 
period 1326-1352, barring the famine ,per iod  of 1832-34 (Gritrble, 
1875; 335-6).  

22. See S e t t l e m s r ~ t  Report; of' Hunfool Proper, 1863, hareafter 
SRKP, Appendix 3 and also see Settlement Report  of Pattikonda 
Taluk,  B B ,  June I@, 1371, hereafter SRPT, p. 4240.  

23. Letter from the C ~ ~ m i s s i o n s r  to L h s  Chief ,- n e c r e u  nf 
G O V E T T ~ I ~ ,  Gecember 16, 1839, para .  41. 

2 4 .  Tho=& t he  l o g i c  of RS was to encourage %he cash crop 
cu l t iva t i~r . . ,  it had barely picked up. There was marked extensLon. 
of c u l t i v a t i c n  of indigo and sugarcane in the region during t he  
period 15&3-2a. However, cotton did  not show a corresponding 
increase due to the  subsistence nature of the  ryots, high cost of 
ml t iva t fon  and heavy assessment. Nevertheless, cotton to some 
extent was cultivated because of t h e  compulsions of land revenue 
payment 2n cash IMuk?erjee, 1962; 266: Bnju, 1941; 93-91). 

25. Although cash crop cultivation was taking place and area 
wes sxtended Ito the  cu l t i va t ton  of food grair~s)  . l a n d  did not 
became saleable due to the high assessment. Munro fe l t  Cia 18071 
that "even a remission of 5B % would rrot %mediate ly  render the  
lands saleable. It would be hindered ,.. by three factors - want 
of t h e  ryot's confidence 2t f irst  in the permanence of the 
remission, the unwillingness of all other castes excepting the 



c u l + J i ~ e + ' ~ ~ - ;  ragtes % 2 1~?i-& 2nd t h e  genc,.al p o ~ ~ t r r ~ y  oT :.he 
ryots" (See M?3nroJ s Heport, dated August 15, IBE7, c i ~ e d  In 
Muknerjee, 1962; 287 ! . Land marke3 could not h a v ~  d e v ~ l c ~ p e d  
during ti.2 pericd 18@7-513 d.ce to - the 1 prices o f  %he 
agric)jl%ural commodities, a t - a i l a b i l i t y  of cultfvalle wastes 2nd a 
slew population g r u w t h .  

27. A curnpariso~: of the 2ricss during the pericd 1552\E3 Su 
1875 /16  w i t h  the averages f u r  the earlfer period 1823/4 to i85hJ2  
shows tha t  the prices of food grains doubled (and even t r e b l e d ]  
during the period 1863/4 to 1867P8. Though the  nrfaes declined 
from k8EB/9 onwards, they  were still higher comp~red to the 
average f u r  %he period prior to the .heric.an Civil .  Yar. 

28. The re~ision of land revenue rates a lso  reduced t h e  burden 
of taxat ion snd f acilita5ed t h e  sxpsnsfon of c u l t i v a t e d  area.  
For  ins tance ,  w i t h  a reduction uf If4 to 75  per czxt in the 
assessment in 196 villages in Kurnool Froper, t h e  cultivated area 
expanded (SRF9, para .  1E9) + The Collector wrote in I865 t h a t  
consequent upoc the  re~ision of land revenue ra tes  in Pat t ikonda ,  
"the cultiva-kian has increased yearly in almost mathematical 
r e g u l a r i t y  . . . f ~n t h e  o t h e r  taluks (excepting Cumbum and 
Markapur] there has d l s ~  been an inmeas8 of cul tlvztion arrd 
revgnue". Set Letter f r o m  ths ,ollsctor of KI .no01 +UQ t h e  Board, 
PER, April 25, 1805, p . k L . ~ d .  -- 

29. In these t a l u k s ,  the share of assessment to t c t a l  gross 
produc2 on or dinar^? lands was 19 per cent in 1862'3. Rowsuer, 
with the decline in prices, it increased tc? 25 e cent in 
1873/4. The f i g u r e s  are calculated f r v m  Thid., p. 2235. 

31 .  In 1353, sn increase [of 1fl tg I@@ per cent) of asssssment 
in 174 villages 'in Kurnool Pmper resulted in r e l i cqu i sben t  ~f 
land especially in Mandikotkur [Chetty, 1888; 51). In 
Pattikonda, encouraged by expansion of cultivated area till late 
186@s, the colonial goverrrment enhanced the land revenue. T h e  
settlement o f f i c e r  himself admitSed t h a t  "the sudden addition of 



Rupees 27773 oz 14 per cerrt 5 3  the ::dsn?bd caf r. t~2~73ok Ilke 
?ert;tik..onda, devoid uf weaf.tb and i r r i g a t k o n ,  is dc~btless n 
serious snhancsrnsnt" fERPT,  p.4210). Not heeding j.3 t h e  
apprehensions of the s e t t l e m a r i t  clf f icer, t h e  goVe=ixent 
iritroduced the new rates in the t a l u k  in 1872/8 and "a large 
extent of land {Acres 28923: w a s  rellnqufshed in cms2quknce of 
the high rates of assessment imposed by " c h e  Se,ttlaxent 
Department" [Arrrtual Se" , t lmnt  Rs~ort of Karn~oZ,  m!. &4priI 1 , 
1875, p.  2509). S i m i l a r l y ,  the ryots irr Koiikun%la relinquished. 
1669 acres owing chiefly to the heavy assessments !.An~su& 

$ $ $ L a  Pay 24, 1876, p . 4 6 1 3 ) .  

32- "During the American war . the cotton prodndars had 
prosperous time of it. Land owners . . .  invested Sheir unusual 
profits in l a n d " ,  See Settlement ReporL of Roillruntla Tal~k, 
hereafter %W, 1871, p. ?. 

35. The amount of arrears ' r which coerr've processes were 
t rkeriniun ending w i t h  1 8 6 1 / 2  issued imi-eased f rom Rs. 35': 12 "'..-Q 

to Rs. 1 .a4 Lakhs in t h a t  e ~ d i n g  w i t h  1%75/6. The a m o ~ ~ n t  of 
arrears f OF which .sales were resorted increased from Bs. 311 to 
Rs. 1@275 during t h e  same period (Benson, 1889; 2%). 

37. Between 1865/6 and 1871/2, the population cf the distr ic t  
increased by 38.63 per cent. In some tafuks,  the papu1ation 
increased by more than 20 per cent. See ms Qctobcr 22, 1869, 
p. 8359 arrd a l s o  'TaLuk-War Statements of Knrnool. District', 

ras, 1883. 

38. m, para 35. 



46. SRMP, Farz 57.  

41. As t h e  registration of b i r t h s  and deaths wsz stawSeC o n l y  
in t h e  l a t e  18F55, t h e  ixperf scti,ofi=r t h ~  379 t ~ n  WGTC T!.I::S=~~::J. 

The vif fag@ s e r v a ~ t s ,  vk:s cqi2-c: ted da t .3  on vital ~:*,-en.t;s, j.r, t h e  
absence of m y  legislation and extra  smour.% o f  remunerx5ion for 
t h i s  work.;, showed 2 i s T i . e  ii-r?+,sresr. irr tE-if: col;ect.lq~: gf ~ i t a l  
s%atistics. So, there v e e  z n  v~nder re,gisfr~tlon sf the b i r t h 5  
and deaths (especially of femzies? . ThLs -problex beseme mure 

- 1  acute in 1577, s a  ths village servants ,  E othsrs,  wacdsred 
awsg P r m  the villages in sewvch o f  food. %sides, t h e  people 
w h o  left the -villages f o r  focd c r  w . 3 ~ 1 ~  "'perished by the road 
sides, in di tches ,  in jusgl- pa+,hs, and away f r ~ ~ r !  human 
inhabitations, . , It was 3at uncamrnoa thing to d i s t r i c t  
o f f , i c i a l s  in their tmrs acrozs the c u u n t r y  to c m e  upon numercus 
bodies and skeletons in the course of 2 rnoxing r i d s  . . . land) it 
is probable t h a t  all mortality occurr ing this wag was l e f t  
unrscognised" . Hat~ever , noSwiths tanding the d i sc rga r~ i s sc !  vil.lagz! 
s&ninistrat ion system and disrapted  family arid s -x la l  Zifc, t h e  
registration of deaths clearly portrayed the f n t e n s j - t y  of f axriine 

hereaft sr Fourteenth Annual Henort of t h e  E a i t a r y  17omiss iofier, 
p ,  75. 

4 2 .  The divergence betweerr the interrsity of f m i n e  arid nunber 
of deaths [especially +,uwnr.:ls :,he end csf t h e  Qaw:ir:e i 7aa.s msiniy 
explained in tcms ~ ? f  fam5ns induced di~ewsez. See W.B. Cornish, 
'The Inf luencs of 7.-mine on G r o w t h  of Population' , ~dblPzh%d as 
an Appendix to The Fourteenth An.rrual Report of the Sxuitarv 
Cornmiss i o n e r ,  hereafter Cornish The Inf ll-uence ,..f FF m.r 

'+ =a,.,s_rre, p. 
Ixxvi, L a r d i n s i s ,  ' F a m i ~ e s ,  Ex-lirlernics' , r. 

43 .  In resmnse Lo the ques t ions  by Fanine Cornra iss i~n ,  t he  
Board of Revenue est imated t h ~ e  f i g u r e s .  Taking t h e  average 
area f c r  the period 187213 - IS7 'S /6  an3 y i e l d  figures presented 
by t h e  ColLectors and t Settlement Department,  the Bclard 
estimated that totaL food prctduc.t+ion was 4 . 3 2  i skh  t o n s .  
Deducting 1 6 W  tons f o r  seed requirements and 1.95 lakh tons  f a r  
human consumptLr~n {at the rate o m .  5 I t s  per diem j , the Board 
estimated t h a t  the  surplus 17: the ' d i s t r i c t  w a s  2 .4 .1  lap3  tons. 
For details see, ,EB, Zlscerober 15, 1878,  pp. 1 - 1 2 .  Though 
Board admit ted t h a t  these Xigures were not rsij able f o r  t h e  
Zamindari d j . ~ t r i c t s ,  Shey are SnirXy reiiabl2 Sox f<urr:obl as 
there  were fir> Zarnind a r l s .  tbreowcr, the  y i e l d  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  



7. * district X ?  5nsed 23 ac2~ml esyerimel.~Cs, . .ILI~ ?<?T z t ? ~ e y  
districts they w w e  estirmtes. 

4 4 .  The value of f w d  grains i r n p ~ ~ e d  into i Hadras 
Presidsrrcg I~aa increased from Ra 45.71 lakhv in 13'15-8 t , ~  439.95 
lakhs in 137!3/7 and to 783.58 lakhe in 1876J7. See x d .  p .  
11261. 

46. Tbid p.10 

4 8 .  The fal lac:~ of f ocx? avaf  la~ility . decline approach is 
evident in thc fo27cwing statement; "the loss cjf l i f e  depended 
ch i e f l y  o; t k i e  accessibility of t h e  taluks f o Y  $he fiuprly sf 
gmirz, r:.-bd *.he comp?r,-+,,.tvs ichness of th ccuct ry .  TFru.s, the 
ps-s of Rmallakctt ,  m c l s t  dlstarrt  $rum :Lhe railways, are xuch 
richer than greater  p s ~ t  of Fattikonda" 2nd hens?, fhe  1~:s was 
rel ,s t iuely low in %he P 5 m e r  IBenson, 1899; 7 3  - 

49, The mechanism tEZrokgki v?hir=h these c.!asue,~. sl.4f f+ltrecl was 
more or 1455 the s2rf1e$ 3 ~ ~ ~ 1 4 s  t h e  d i ~ * : r i c t , ~  i i r  t!;e presidency. 
When crops f s-ilscl , the I :  I OF+:?-:+ tlclrrs r:-~m.:s t r .  a 
s+,andstf f l re.s-t??.ti:ig i n  dry i r ig  t7p 09 rmp!.ijymsrr?, f~gp-.rt~xiitles. . 
The prices increased due t.0 I-m&5c'ding 05 f c ~ d  B ? - Q C ~ S  3 ~ r c I  t h e  
tenari ts  arid small. xyots who Were 3150 p a r t - l a t i ~ ' ~ ~ ~ t ~ e  suffered In 
the abvve process. W i t 3  t h ~  3ecZine in demand 29r rnanuf-xtured 
goods such as cloth arid r:cri-availzrbif lty clf Y.PW nlaSe?ial many 
weavers were thrown out of t h e  ernpla>ment. Thes* ciasses cou ld  
stay in the villages ti11 %he z ~ t t l e  and j ~ w e i l e ~ y  were exhausted 
arid credit  driee- ap. Later , they ~ ~ i t n d e r e d  or reached the 
relief e a ~ ~ p s ,  Ffuwel~er, many people were socn exhausted az~d 
r n ~ ~ a l i t y  rates st arthe<. shuwing an upward t r end ,  See Repork of 
the Famin~  Cnmission,  pp, L7-18 .  

50. See W.R.Cwrni~h, The ?afZuence 12f F.ELIT~~~LB,  p.  Isxxuiii. 

53. 



52.  Xbid. Cornish in urcier  t c l  f i rrd emylricvl zGp:lor% 5~1 +.ke 
obssrtfaSiclns mads by his su3ordinate officers -196 i~a:is3.f ,  
cond3ctcd a special censcs #z i-arga nurcber of t~iLLsges 3 r. ti.:._: 
Presidency. The resui t s  of this census snpyc~--5e,? his 
ob~en&tion~. The T ~ E U ~ ~ S  3f t1'l.i: B P F C ~ H L  cren~us 2,re, hcwever, 

4- doubtful, because gf %he , o l i c v i n g  re2scnz ,  Fir s t l y ,  the 1 3 7 2  
census, w i t %  r.rhich the re salt^ of th-:: S T > ~ C ~ B L  censi~s weye 
compaed, under enwera t ed  the fmales .  Secor~dly  . 2s Cornish 
himself  admitted, +the higher rfiortnlit:? f ' ~ r  mef i  c ~ u l c !  be in some 
degree due zo "the imperfect way I n  which the female r n v r t a l i t y  
was registered". 
m ~ i s u ' . = ~ n c . r ,  p.  $13~ 

53. -2ndPa. 18 3 1 . Flp d i  6 :  Hcwever , 
this result alsc  sub jec t  to 1 lirni-?>ations of sex-wise 
pop-~lat lan data in t h e  cznsuses of 2872 2nd 1351. :Tee fog? n ~ t e  
8 5 .  

~ourteelJch Report of Sanitary "~rnrnissionex, op.-?t. p.  79, - 

5 6 .  The reasons %re the f 7 l l o w i r t g :  [ I )  Deno~raphlc reasons: 
The ~urnter cf tramen ex2used' to ?,he r i s k  of conceiv2ng v3ries 
under t h e  ef Tect o.f, t h e  macta1ity and the disturbarrces in 

.nuptinli'c,y raSes : i 2 1 t4eGicsL and s a n i t a r y  reasons : 'rkic geners!. 
s+,cts of under-nv.trj.i.+f qrr brotigki+, abcst a - loss in t k e  w e i ~ h %  of 
individu~ls r ~ n g i n g  frax 2@ to 38 pcr cc~~rk .  The t e c t s  carried 
o u t  at t h e  reli9f cangs revealed t h a t  t h e  men who weighed on an 
aversge 5P to Z14 kg d i d  not  weigh more than 35 ks, w h i l ?  
wcigk~:s ctf women, which on ordinary days were 63 'GO 45 kg, f e l l  
to 28 kg. Hman beings can t o l e r a t e  loss of weiE?tk to t h e  tune 
of 5 tc 4 #  Fer cent, w i t h  li3tle f u a c t i m ~ l  disorganisation. 
However, a loss of 35 So 4 0  per ten* would resuls death and 
before t ha t ,  it m u s t  "nave resulted i:l the stoppage c?f ovular 
cycles Tor women, 131 Social reasons: A large number of couples 
were effected by migration o r  lack of privacy in t h e  rellef camps 
f Lardinois, 1985; 4$2)-.  



7 Ana3y~; i  ng *the r I  v5 3 cr>r?di t a   an^. 1 n the :"rPs.r d ~ ! : r r ~ ,  the 
Census Commissioner yemarked that the  large number of widowed 
"nc;tf ced for the f mine d i s t r l ~ - t s  explain themselves, because 
they occur in the farnine districts .  In t h e  great  mortality, ari 
abnormal number of I~usbands and wives d i e d .  The w i v e s  of the 
former have not remarried, because of law arid custom dees not 
a l l m  it; the  hu~bands of the latter have not remarried, because 
they cannot afford to do so". See C G 1 ,  
Yol.1, p.73. 

58. The collector's replies to the  Famine Commission suggest 
t h a t  no emigration f rum this district was recorded. Rewort, of 
the F a n e  C o - W ,  pg. 297 & 303. 

59 -  Sea m, No. 3 8 ,  February 27, 9 0 ,  p 25B, SS.milar 
statements were made in m, No. 7 7 ,  Feb 26, 19m, p. 233 and 
also m, No. 30, Fab 28, 1902, ~ . Z f i l .  

6@.  Annu31 Settlement Report of Kurnool DZstrict, in R e ~ u r t s  
smdhLs& r fl en* of t o  h, ..La& d Revenne of t h e  Provinces mder  the 

as Presidency. 1882 i83  [Madras, 1884), hereafter  A n m  
sett-qt ker-lort a K1;:rn001., p .  3-4.  

81. For, in four t e l u h s  I in which t h f  s phenomenon was alleged 
to be prominent)  the t o t a l  land tha t  was set free was 79997 
acres; out of which the assessed land was only 34797 acres. 
Despite the efforts made by the distr ic t  administration f o r  f ive  
years, -only 6223 acres were- brought under cu l t iva t ion ,  See a, 
No. 260, July 20, 1393, p.11. 

62. m, No. 30, February 28, 19G2, p.  81. 

63. 233, No. 36, February 15, 1895, p . 2 .  And t h e  r y o t s  in 
Pattikonda and Cumbwr. taluks relinquished their lands with a view 
to leave t h e m  fallow for a year o r  two and hence, there was a 
fa31 in the occupied area. ement Bevolrt of Kumool. 
k893J94 ,  p . 8 .  

64 .  The percentages of cultivable wastes to the t o t a l  
cultivable arsa Ln the black soil taluks of Sirvel, Ram~lllakot 
and Handyal were 20.38, 2 9 . 4 8  and 13.29 respectively in 1895. See 



m, No. 3 6 ,  February 15, 1895, p .  2. 

65. Another reason was  the  overspread of nath grass +,he 
removal of which required d e e ~  tillegg with a fi:?.~ pairs of - - bullocks which the POOF peu2Le were unable ta bear. we adrnit 
t h a t  this was one of t h e  inport.mt reasons, Eut problems of 
weeding and so un d id  e x i s t  in t h e  red sail xaluks s l s o .  

6 8 .  m, No, 481, November 17, 1394; and also m, No. 36, 
February 15, 1895. 

67. A c o r n ~ a r i s ~ n  of caste-wise a c q u i s i t i u n  af cu l t ivab le  
wastes in a village in R.ayalassem2 during t h e  period 1890 to 3947 
shows t h ~ t  small famers belocging to Yadavas, Balrnikis and 
Muslims w e r e  the principal, Seneficiaries in the occupation of 
cultivable wastes {Rajasekhar, 1988: 18-2Bl .  

68. An enquiry intrj  thr c m s a s  of noa-occupation of cul t ivable  
wastes ,n Artantapur disty'ct alsa show~cl tba% "mmccity - of 

;.:" . ' -.o = - ~ 7 / . +  .r." .;il-ck + l - ~  +.njnf reaSOrl f n1 lack f.2 agrariarL 
- , . . w - . .  - . - *  . , . .  

expsnsf on. See PJ&, Nu. 183, May I, 1895, p .  7 .  Szme was the 
case in Bellary also; "the lands rrow waste are so chi5f ly from 
the want cf people to cultivate them" '. See m, No. 2207. August 
1, 1883, p.5. 

69. Settlement Report of Pzttilrtmda TaZzlk cf K~xrnaul District, m, No. 132, April. 23, 1986. 

70. Tn Zurxiool d i s t r i c t ,  average annual  wzge rate d Dr rural 
unskilled Labour was ranging between 3 to 6 annas, while in 
Godavarf d i s t r i c t  it was ranging between 2 to 3 snnas iRao,l985; 
A-65), 

1 2 .  fn parts of Kumool d i s t r i c t  the cattle are "sold by poor 
mots who cannot feed them throughout t h e  pear". See m, No. 
371, Sovember 18, 1895, p .  5. In Bellary d i s t r i c t ,  "the mots 



7 4 .  For Lnsz.ance. C. Benszn, ahu toured the  Greeter Ze2iary snd. 
Coddapah distri.;+,s in t h e  ear ly  18885, remarked t h a t ,  "nothihg 

7 s t ruck  ms nure than the-  s e m i n g  d e a r t h  of ca t t le  . . .  Aven in 
ord,irrary L i m e s  . . 2 .  does rrc* seem likely t h a t  enuxgh cat*..le 
would be a v z i l a b l e  tc the  =ots" P a ,  February 19, 138!., p. 8'76- 
77. 

75. Annusl Settlement Report  of i(urna01, j n 7 9 / ~ ( ~  p,3. - - -  - - -- -- ---- 

76. In 1883, :be: collector h e  give i~  w i c k s %  publ jc i tp  to t h e  
parsons dispossessed dur ing  tl-:-7 perj.z>rf of famine tc come occupy 
t ? ~ e  lands. ,Yet h& received b.jair r ,!aw sppLica t i c r~s  2 r 0 ~  %he 
r e t c m i n ~  zigr~rcts. Prlnual l,erne>lf,.Re~oB~ of E<~n?ooL, f o r  
the years 6392/3 to la&4;5, 

77 . k ' r S ~ 5  YBZ.agfb.pi~  r a  u,, ,;,, &:;:& enent 3 e p o ~ s  
of Kumaul, V s r i u n s  Issues. 

78. A f t c r  e x a m i n i ~ ~ g  %he total t r ~ n s a c t e d  are2 and prices in 
t h e  d i s t r ic t  -;or the period 18S2,f16, .:.Benson arrived at 3s. 16 
as average land valuc in t?:~ d i s d ~ r i c t  {Berr2an, 1589; 194-52. 
Pur ing  the s3me period, average price realised at the revenue 
sale was on1.y Rs @. 8fi. Sei.._-k~'is.us3,-Set.tlernent- ' e ~ o r t s  oT. i C ~ ~ m r m ~ 1 , .  
Various Ise~ass . 

79, In the twlaks of Pa3tiBon3a 2nd Koi:-kuntle, the 
c o m u t a t i o n  r ~ t e s  weye f ixed Esn -ths basis of d i s i z i u t  a17erage 
prices.  Hencon's comparison of the cormuSztion ra%es with local 
pricee shows t ha t  ?be f ;et- . t lemcnt  rates were "li t . t le 1:zvol;rable to 
t h e  r yc t  a!. P ~ t t i k m d a  a.r:r? .% l i t t l e  less f;ia;c;ursble at 
K o i l k ~ n t l ~ ? " .  1 nctec! tPi.rn.4 s?;r.ck: ~ i g h  assessmen-., rates would 
"p.-e;7en+L any acct~rculatiorr b y  ?.he r $ ~ t s "  sad  would no-; enable them 
50 "fora a F ~ S C R E  530re 0ri whjch to S J P P O T ~  %hernsel~~es durZng an 
u n f a v ~ u r a h l e  5casuri" {Beason, 1889; 2 7 ) .  



3 G .  Regardirlg 3~1ison 3 s>F,lservw",cz~ tht. t h e  W F  se::q~~s11 k.7 '-T.".: 
h i g h  in Koilkuzlt la  arrd P a t t i i r o n d k  t a l u k s  , the 30ard  cr~nz+;;x?. 
t h a t  he "may pussibly be ~ l g h t ,  but, the questic\'rr r:ser'i ?!~:t, I!<- 
discussed" as the govarnrnent already rulad out the yossihill r~ ci 
r w i s i n g  the asses~ment rate2 ir!. these  t ; i luks.  See Y23, Ncl . t ?Z. 
May 29, 1889, p. I?. 

82. In t h e  years following t h e  famLne, "'the ryots sowed 7:s 

mnch land as possfbls with food grains".  See Annual SetLLcrwx1t 
---UQ~. 1 

7- 5 7 8 J 9 ,  p .  I .  

8 3 .  Large quantities of jower end rice were import,ed for sale 
in the Kurnool merket from Hyderabad Dominions during the famine 
year of 1899/19QB. Sse letter f ron  the Collector of Kurrisul to 
the  Board of Xevexiue, B E ,  No,341, 3u:y  21, 18m, p . 4 -  

55. -q Shrntriem village (called Fat . tupal l iJ  ',qaT 5616 tc 'he 
gwermmer~t t cwa rds  the ~ 2 ~ e n t  af land revenue arrears in 1818/9. 

* 

87. m, No. 551, December 17, lSm, P. 51. 



1 ) Ambirajan. S.  , C M a l t h ~ ~ j . ~ n  Popuf stion Theor:? arrd Ind ian  
Famine Poltcy in the Nineteenth Century' POPU~E($~OYI - S%udies, 39,  
i (1976). 

2)  ------ , C ' r w i c ~ , l  Palitic al Ecozlornu arid F a t i s U r ~ 3 .  k a  
ndia (New Delhi,  1978). 

3 1 Amletry , Andrew 3 .  i n  5 r Tudw and StyaxYt 
{Stanford, l9?8), 

g3,m.d 

45 ArnoXd, Davfd, Famine: S~ciai Crbis m u o r l a  .- 
Ghu&g t0xf~rd dnd New York, 29881.  

51 Ashton, Basil, Kenneth Hill, A l a n  Piazza 3rd Robin 
Zeitz,  Tarnine in China, 1958-61', Po~ulg&ion and Develomexrt 
m r  2Br 4 (19841 

6 ) Bens on, I:. , j ! i n A c c o u n % m ~  R!arx~aoI-, I ~ t x L ~ u m _ t t n  
A n x z i . q  c ~ f ~ ~ - . ~ ~ & ~ l ,  d ~ ~ t ~ ~ ? ~ ~ ~ f 8 . ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ . a ~ k , i ~ ~ ~ ~ - T ~ + r ~ L i : J - ~ a ~ ~ d  f ~ a  
F ~ T  S Q Q ~ I .  V&erva?<ian [ !4adras, 2 889 'i . 

71 Bosemp, Zrfer, T k r e _ ~ o r r d i t i c r ~ l s c ? , p _ R a r l  Growth 
[Landau, 1.65). 

8)  men. Lincoln C. and h.K.fl.A3lauddln Choudhary, 'The 
Dynmics of Contemporary Famine', Yol. I ,  Liege, International 
Union %st -?,he Scferltif !kc Study of Population, 1977. 

9 )  Chett.7, M,G.f<. , _&~zn3c l l  Di.*3c.t; M m  IM~drss, 18861, 

181 C G X ,  T., 'Awkwhrd Class or Awkward Classes? Glass 
Relations in t h e  Russian Countryside Before Collectivization', 
Jaur r iLof  P e a s a m ,  7, 1 (1979). 

11) Desai, Megbnad, 'The Economics o f  Famine' i n  C.A.Harrison 
Ced) (Oxford, 1988). 

12)  Eversely D.E .C . ,  'Populatl~n, Econc,mp ~ n d  Scjcie?ty7 in 
Glass and Eversely, Fupulatf an in Hi- :smss in Historical 

(Londun, 1974). 

13) Prykenberg, R . E . ,  'The Silent Settlement In South  India, 
1793- 1853; A An~tXyairs of the Role uf Xrtams in the Rise 03 
Indian Imperial System' in R *  E. Frykenberg (ed$ & ~ n d  Tenure and 
peasant &n 501&tk1 Asia (New Defhi, 1984). 



1 4 2  ! ; , t j o ~ ~ ,  ' £ 7 .  Sl:?plj? 54aw3tE+>n: A Study of 
Famines with reference to the Indian Sub-cmt i n e r k  7 Q?.$-o~_d 
Econxmic pa p e r .  (Hew Series?, 54,2 (1982) .  

15) Ghose, A .  and 5-G-ctpts, ' A  Mote on t h e  Agrarian Economv in 
Tabluk Division During 1939-44' ,  &zmkhmt 8, part.1 C19163. 

16) Greenough, Paul G., 
w a l :  The Famine of 1943-194$ ( N e w  York, 1932 j . 

17,) GrLhble, J . D . E . ,  A Mama1 of Guddap&Q@trict [Madras, 
1875). 

I8 S Bao Pun-B?~i, 'The Peasant Exodus f r ~ m  Wester-.. shantung' 
i rr Anra_lan r ' China: Selected Svtrce Materials from C u n w e  
h t h o ~ ,  compiled and trar;slzrted by the :  Research Staff of the 
Secretariat .  f nstituts of Pacific Relatiorrs , w i t h  arr introdi ic t ion 

191 Hellefng, K.F., 'The Vital Revolution Becansidered' in 
D,V.Glass and D.E.C.Evtssely Ced) fo~ulatiou in Ristorv: E s s w a  
in u v ~ e h y  * [London, 1974). 

2@) Jodha, N.S., 'Famine and ~ a ~ i n e  Pol ic ies :  Some Empirical 
Eviderrce' , . w y m i c  ~ o l i  tical W e s k b F  I$?, 41 C'b3755. 

21) a Dhama, l e d )  The Gw-~ir: Ecanarrric Hist- 
3, c. l"57-c.  1918, .Yo;. 2 fb-~ Delhi, i984?. 

23) tardlnois . Roland, ' Famir!e, Epidemics and Mortality fn 
South Ind ja :  R Reappraisal of t-be Demogrrphi? rjrisfs v f  1876.-78 ' ,  
ECOT~Q'FI~C and Politleal Wee-, 2&1, 11 (19853.  

241 EacAlpin, Machilfe Rnrge, W A e c t  to Famine: Food Crisis 
and Ecorion s+,erri India. 1888-192@, [Princeton, New 
Jersey,  1983). 

251 Maclean, St ' %he E€fi%icL 
Administration of the  Madras Presidem (Madras, I 8 7 7  ) . 

25) Mahalanobks, P.C., Ramakrishna Mukfierjee and -4mhfkn 
Ghase, A Samwle aumeY Ir cf the After-ef-ffcts of the B e ~ a l  Famine 
u 4 3  (Calcutta. 1946 ) . 

25)  MiSra, Ashok, 'The Meaning sf Meani~g' , j3conamic and 
U - a 1  Weeklu, 17,27 (1985) 



29)  Morris, M.D.,  'Meedrd. - 4 New Famine P c l i c y '  Z r ~ ~ ~ w i c  and . . l ~ b c a l  WeekL:~, Annual >Tun¶ber, la ,  5 - 7  [59?55.  

3 8 )  3 , 1 %  2 ,  The &~.twari System in i+lsc&-- 85 

(Calcutta, 19621. 

31) MuRhs~2ee, Nilmani and Frykenberg R.E,,'The Bycltwwri 
System and ;5ocfal 3 r g a r r i z a t i ~ n  in the Hadras Presideccy' in 
2. E. Fryke~iSerg i ed? L L m -  
B i s t a m  tfiew Relhi , 1979 3 .  

321 Rajasekhar, I>. , Ltirrd Trar~s~fers a d  F a f g  . &gtlt - * .  2 g-ning 
Historical S u d v  of a n A n d a I l a ~ ?  [pew Delhi, 1383). 

33 5 BaJu, S .  Sarada, Kconumic Gondit~oris of Madras ProsJdency 
(Madras, 1941 ) . 

34) Xangasaml. A . ,  ''Failure of Exck,ange E n - t i t l e m e s t  Theory: A 
Response' o n o m i c  Ec aad b9olitical W e e a ,  20, 12 (19851. 

35 $ Eac , G .  t4. ' Transi t ior~ f  om Sul~sistence +,c Cumercia1.l ssd 
Agricultuke: A Study  of Krishna District of Andhra, c .  1850- 
19$30', s c o n r ; l m i @ l D a l  3 Weakly, Vol. 2#, June 22-29, 1985. 

36) Rao G.N. and Bajasekhar, I., %and USE Pattzrn and 
Agrarian Expmsion in Rayalaseema, c. 1855-1939' , yzper presented 
irr seminar -n Structural Channee in Cof cnial  P T I ~ A ,  2 m i a  Millf a, 
New Del>i, March 3-9, I g ? ? ,  

37) Sen, A . K . ,  Povertv and Famines: Ari Essav mQti t ler r ,en& 
and Devriva%iun laelhi, 1994) .  

38)  Srinivasan,  '7. . , a re~ie t?  article on Sen P w e r t s  and 
&m;b;r~es, Mericar: Jo';traal 13 f Agricultural Ecatlo-, Febrzlarg , 
1983. 

- 

rs in a Davelo~xn<-~qci_etv, Russia, 131@--2:9 [Oxford, 
1972 1, 

4@)  Vaughan, Megan, The St,fln~ $8 an African F ~ m i n e :  G+u& 
and Famj. ne in Twentieth C e r i L u y ~ ~  !*lywi [Canbridge, Xga'? ) . 

41) Wallrcrl, Ingr id ,  'Sex Cliffereaces in I!urnarr Hortali3,y: T h e  
~7 :ufize f ' ~  M i c i ~ ~ ,  17, Fi (1983 j , Role of GeuetFc Factors' &cis1 "c ' 

42 j Watkfns, Susan Ccltl;s and Zene Flenker,, 'Famines ifi 
History' in k o m h t i o a  and De~r7t;Ic~-~~18nt Bevies, X l  4 [ 1935) . 



This work is licensed under a 
Creative Commons  
Attribution – NonCommercial - NoDerivs  3.0 Licence. 
 
 
 
To view a copy of the licence please see: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/ 
 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

	wp233
	Famines and Peasant Mobility : Changing Agrarian Structure in Kurnool District of Andhra, 1870-1900
	Abstract
	Introduction
	1. Linkages Between Famines and Peasant Mobility
	2. Agrarian Background of the District
	3. The 1876/78 Famine and Population of the District
	4. Agrarian Expansion
	5. Economic Mobility of Rural Households (1875-1900)
	Acknowledgement
	Notes and References
	Bibliography


	Creative commons cover sheet

