WORKING PAPER NO, 194

Tatra -~ Regional® Differences in Agrarian
I - . L 4, B
‘Systems and Internal Migretion 3 4 Case

‘Sﬁﬁéﬁ Qi'fhé Migration-Qf{Farmeié,From
‘Pravancore to Malabas, 1930 - 1950.

P.K. MICHAEL THARAKAN

Centre for DNevelopment Studies,
Ulloor,; Trivanérum 695 011
. 1984



Totra--regional Differences in Agrarian Systems

and. Internsl Migrations A Case Study of the

Migration of Farmers from Travancore %o Malabar,

1920 - 1950

In studies on migration, factors which: cause charyres in spatial distoi-
bution of population are generally divided intc those vhich 'push' out and
those which 'pull® ont peorle from their usuzl habitat. Among the factors
which push ocut peopls: particulariy in agriculturel compunities, pressure
of increszsing populatica on land is gererally ldentified as 2 msjor and
fairly comnon factor, Dut population pressure cn land by itself need nqt
always lead to migrétiong since migraticn is only one of the varicus wmethods
of adjustment possible in a situation of increasing population pressurs. On
tae other l?La,affd,9 “he impact of increasing population on agriculture could be
fasghioned by the agrarian system i‘tszl—-lfa Therefore it is only reascnable tc
expect that the prevalent agrarian system would also influence the directions
that migration of farming populations assume in a situvaticon of incrsasing

population pressure on land.

‘In this paper the the validity of this assusption is tested with resurd
to the particular case of the nigration of farmers from Travancore to Malabar

Juring the pericd, 1930 to 1950,

Dinensions and Charscteristics of tne Migration

In order to .ascertain the dimensions of the migration; the total rumber
of migrants and the extent of land brousht agditionally under cultivation by
them in Malabar have Lo he found out. Of these, the number of =igrants can be
computed on the bisig of the increase in Syrian Catholic or Christian popula-
fion in Malahar, (since majority of the migrants were Christians of the Syrian

a '
Catliolic &eﬁominationif from the three midland Taluks of Travancore - Meenachil,

Thodupuzhia, and Muvatitupuzha) and the increase in the number of people bern in
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Travancore and enumerated in Malabar in the successive censuses of the con-

cerncd period.

The Christian population in Malabar, which atoed ab zround 5%,000 out
of a distiict total of over 30 lakhs in 1911, dincreased to around 1,5%4,000

: &/

in = tutal of arouwnd 47z lakhs in 1953. Sharp increase - both in absolute
termz as well as percantage of the total pupulation - in Chrigtian population
of Malabar occured in the 1941 = 51 decade, which was also the peak period
of the migratiocn, when the Christian nepulatiorn increased by 27.69 percent while:
Z

he population of the district rosge only be 21.,O;’,pércent°

The nunber of persons born in Travancore-Cochin and emumerated in Malabar
in the 1951 census were over 88,000 while there were only arouad 3000 Travan-

. N A/
coreans emumerated in Malabar in 1951T' Of this, around 71,000 pergons were
erumeroted in the rural trecis of Malabar, which perhaps indicate better the
=

dimensions of tne migration as it stood in 19517. It mey alasc be noted that
out of thesc 71,000 persons, over 2%,000 vere in Waysnod teluk alone, while

another 36,900 were concentrated in the threse talukes of Kozhikode, Kotiayam

and Kurumbranad.

The above mentioned nusber of persons born in Travancore -~ Cochin and
enumerated in Malabar in 1951 compares well with the number of Syrian Catholic
Parishoners in the Iatin Cztholic diccese of Calicutbt, whiich stood at over
74,000 in a total of around 91,000 Ly the end of 1953, Granting that a
portion of this population could have come from Ceochin, the actual number of
Travancore emizrants in Malabar in 1957 may be assumed to be anywhere between

8/

60,000 ani 70,000,
Q

<
There are zome importaont asspects of the migration to be noited. The
S

majority of migrante from Travancors were small farmers. Among the earliest

ploneers there were some big farmers. Later, from around 1940 more big farmers



whc had exreridence in plantation agriculture in Travancore went te Melabar,
to open ur eshates therc aleo, VWhile e ploncoring biz Teimers 41id nod
zettle down in Malabar, those who arrived lztver shottled between their posse-
ggiong in Malabar and Travancore. As against this, mest of the small farmers

who migrated stayed in Malabar permer 1y though they reotained strong links

with their parental villases in Travancore.

Secondly, it was in che hilly tracts of Malabar thst most of the Travan-
corean settlements developed. It was in the hilly areas lhat cultivable waste -
rarticidarly land suited for the commercial crops in thoh the migrant farmers

were interested -~ wzs available in comparativs plecty.

Yet mnotlher point to be noted lepe is that‘ouf anal rsis of migration with
reference to intra-regional differercos in agrarian systeéms has o be confined
to the pre 1250 period. Im 1256, Travdnéore and Malabar werc integratesd along
with Cochin to foxm the 3tate of Keraia; ant subsequent legislutions made laws
governing land terures uniform for all threc regions; followed in a decade by
comprehensive land reforms fox the whole silatsy thereby chanzing substantially

the conditions unier which migration tolik pliace bufore 1950

While the muaber of algrants from Travenceore in Mzlabar can be setimated,
the same cannot be done for the extent of land brought uwnder cultivation by them;
- since most of the land deals taey entered intc were hased on vorbal agresaents
cr unregistered documents. In the avsense of sﬁch evidence, the~only available
ciuw is the gignificant dccrease 1n forest aree in the districts of Cannaﬁore,
Kezhikods, and Palghat in the concerned period. Between 1940 and 1970, 1953 sq.
‘kilometers of forest aroca hus been lost in these districts, of which 1015 sq.lms,
were lost for agriculture and habitaticrn by azsignments and encrozchments, besiles

736 ag.kms lost fer rubber, cofiee, pepper and other plantation cr0ps°19/ Though



0a
B
oo

the whole of this cannet be atiziduted to the migrants their contribution to

s
.

b=

this process could hove bzen considerab

Topulation pressure on culiivobhle land

Obviovasly there was inersasing pressure on cultivable land in Trawancorc
due to increasing population. To understund the rele this playsd in trigg
ering of{ the migraticn te Mzlabar, the trends in population in the first

threc decades of this century arc to be looked at in detail.

The following Teble I clearly shows that the decomial rate of growth of
population in the di-tricts in the Travancore rogion were on the whoic congie
derably higher than in tho districts in Malabar recgions; in 2ll decades from

1901 to 1951, and particularl;, tefore 1931,

It is also ascen that the population of Travancore increased by 119.55 percent
between 1911 and 19515 while it rose only by 57.18 percent in Maiabare In the same
veriod, Travancere region regictered an increase of 47.09percent in land under cccu-
pation; while the cultivated arce increased b 37.dpercent in Malabar, Moreover,
while the occupied area in Trovancore formed 73.7percent of the total land availa~

Z%gr cultivation in 1911, it formed 981 percent of the total in 1951. The corres-
ponding figures for oultivated arfi/gs percentage of the total arable land in Mala~
bar 12/

j&ere 59.%1 in 1911 and 36,0 in 1951, = These {iguves do shiow the greater pressure

on tand in Travancore during the period 1911 to 1951, than in Malabar,

Another important point to be made is inat the Travancore Taluks of Meenachil,
Thodupusha and Muvattupuzha = the major centreé of emigration-alcnyg with the
neighvouriiyy high renge tract of Devikulam - Peermade zhowed significant increa—
8e5 in density cof population: in the 1921-31 decade. Thoe decenniel rates of
growth in density per square mile were to the order of 18.76 percent, 250.8 percent

-

~nd 99 percent for Meencahil, Thodupuzha, and Muvattupuzha respecetively, wed G403
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Table I: Decennisl Percentage Increase in Population of Kerazla

State Districts Roughly Corrcsponding: to the Former Malabar

District and Former Travancore State, 1901 =~ 1951

Percentzge Increase in Population

Distriet 1901-1911 1911=1921 1921~ 1931 19311941 19411951
Cannanore 7.9 2.8 + 15,2 12,6 & 22,4
Kozhikode + 7.5 %5 + 16,8 + 12,2 v 2746
HMalappuran + 9,6 + 2.2 + 4.4 + 11.7 +~ 17.7
Palghat + 7.3 4 4a? + 10,2 © o+ B.S + 18.5
MATABAR REGICN + 7.9 3.1 v 7.9 - 17.8 + 271.5
KO't'ta},’:'. ":'1709 + 16:1 N ’f’rjvo ' =+ 2198 b 22o6
Alegiey = 14.8 +18.5 v 24.% + 12,7 +19.4
Quilon + 14,7 + 18.6 + 279 2353 - 290
Trivandmum - 175 + 17.¢ T 0g.6 + 18,5 -+ 30.8
Ernakilam + 14,0 + 9.3 + 26,6 + 20.8 + 19,9
THAVARCCLE RBGION + 15,6 + 15,7 + 28.4 + 19.5 F 24,7

) . -
(B .. ¢ Census of Indis, 1971; Series - 9, Kerala, Part II &, General Population Tables Teble A—II PPe =574
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percent for Deviltulam -~ Feermade.

Such increase in density of population in this period is significants
since the 1921~31 decade immed 1ate1y preceded the beginming of substantial mi-
. . that
sration from this region %o Malabar. It can ulSO te Seen[§u the result of shi~
Tt of pupulation from the more densoly populated areas of Travancore, (and also
from neighbouring Medras ¢ lstrlctu from where most of the labouresrs for olantas

14/

tions in this region came) to this region, which as frontier areas were less
thers is an increase in population.

dengely popuwlated upto thel,L_In tbe light of this, the subsecuent migration fo
Malabar can be seen as a contiwmation of an suxrlier migration from within Tra-
vancore tc the sparsely pepulated high ranges and its foot hills; which exten-
ded beyond the borders of the ergtwhile state when possibilities within were

almost exhauslted.

Intra~regional differences in Potterns of aespicultural development and land

Lerures

Winile the sharp differences Letween Malabar and Travéncore in the evolution
of land relations during the British rule are well knowng the role it played in

trigpering of f the migration from Travancore to Malabar is yet to be anzlysed.

In Travancore a series of develcpments strengthening the position of the
tepants viz—a~viz the ;jenmis' culminated in 186% in the granting of full owaer-
ship rights to tenants on Sircar lands, and in 1896 %n'conferring irredeemable.

15/ )
tenancy rights on 'kanom! tenants on private lands?il In direct contribt to
this in Mslabar, tho security of tenancy enjoyed by ‘kanomz' and’ 'verumpattom'
tenants in the traditional society were lost in the course of the-Nineteenth

16/
century.

With the conferring of ownership rights on Sircar tenants, a4 substantial

body of peasant proprietors arcse in Travancore, who beiig free from heavy rental
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obligations had both the ineen-iive and mesources fov invostment in agriculture

for raiving productivity. Thosc of thaa whe were cleomel asedeliaisd witn fiaz~

Agial wyd tinding sctivibty cowldd o ine of the arorins saviet for land. to
socure more land and establish links bLebween agriculiaral dev 10pnenv and the

process of commercial capitelisn taking rosts in Teavancore. There was also

the possibility of converting the la roely atatescwumed waste lords into agri-
cultural lands, with ineentives like cxemption from taxes. Dy advancing ocre-

dit on ihe bacis of land offered as scourity, the nascent coumrcreial banks
also fueilitated the purchease of move land, developnent of reammnerative crops,

and the extensicn of hradla& and procszsing of agriculiurzl products.

The resultant dimamism of the agricultural cconomy of Travancore is ref=
lected in the fact that there was considerable-expansion of area undor culti-
vation in the early decades of the Twentieth century; frorm lecs than 21 lakh

17

acres in 1919- ?O to over 25 lakhs in 1)&8-29_4/ It is pertinent to note that
over 60 percent of this additional -ares waz brougnt under peremial crops like
cocenut, tea; rubboer, pepper etec. Such a shift in the croﬁping patlern in
peefetence of coancreial crops, reflected the nature of land heing brought
under cultivation, as well as the fact thal Trawancore was by the end of Nine-
teenth century itszelf well integrated with the werld mariot, t&creby or: the
one hand, increasing the denand for produces cf Travancore and on the other

18/ :
permitting unrestrictad- inport of rice, the gtape grain for consumplion.

Given the svailability of woste lands in comparabive plentiness and of
5011 conditicus amenable to comuercial crops, the up~laid regions of Travancore,
wlilch izter became the major cenireg of emigratidn to Malabar; becone the
main area of such expansion of cultivatec area (Lesides Kuttonad where back—

waters were reclainéd for extoneive cultivoatioen of paddy on capitalist lines ).

i

The extension of area under those perenrial crops wiiich could be grown oven



in smallesized holdings of garden land without any specizal form of organiza-

tion O investment for the wuvpose; Lartiscularly cocenut which covered nearly

665 thousand acres by 1931=32 and became the base for the principal industri-
es in Trawancore; resulted irn a broad -~ based commercialization of agriculiure
and in dirs=ct linkages being forged between agriculture and indusitry. Mean-
while capitalist orzonization developed within agriculture with the introdu-
ction of plantations of tes, voffee and rubber, (also cinchona for a short
while) frem the 1850%s onwards, initiallwy bj'British entrepreneurs. By 1945406,

nearly 195 thousand acres were unéer plentation crops in Travancore, compared
P P

19/
with only a little ovar 50 theousand acres in Malabar.
and
While plantations of tea / coffee remained undur foreign ownership through-

~

out the MNineteenth century and right wpto the fourties of the present century,

many big farmers from Meenschil, Thodupuzhe ard other taluks in the food hills

of thoe high ranges cntered into rubber cultivation, closely following the ear—
: 20/
liegst British investment in this cron arcund 1903-05. In the cultivation of

rubber, neitucr wag cconomics of geals very significant nor did it require "Pla~

ntation—-atyle” management to the extent needed in coffee and tea.

Spurred on by the boom in rubber prices during the firgt two decades of this
cantury, a large nuwiber of swall fermers alse started cultivating rubber fran

around 1920 either in newlv acquired aress in the high ranges or in and around
their own villages dn the nidland taluks. Their holdings covered 25.77 percent of
the
Ltotal area planted with rubber in 1925 and it rosc to form 37.80 percent of the
21/
total by 1935,

¢

One conmunity which made gcod use of the opportunitics provided by these
.\ . " . o - 22/
developricnts were the Byrian Christians from central and castern Travancores
They were the main beneficiaries of the spurt in land transactions following

the breakup of joint=family holdings in the inter-war period. heir fanily

organization provided encugh incentives for development of ‘individual holdings
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and for experincnting with remuncrative crops. Their,clos assvcilation with

trade and commerce ond with the various indigenous {iaoneial institutions as
L=

o

well as the wmodern ctomercial borks which cmorged in early Twentieth'century,
also served thos well in thig regard. The fact thoet the pioneering Brifish
planters in Travancore wexre Christian rissionaries opcréting fron Kottayan
should alsc have helped\%he Syrian Chriastians in getting o foot hold in the

;
ii/

plantation sector.

Decline in Agricultural pricez and ity Tmpact on Brall formers

Thue commercial cultivoticn in peneral and plantation agricultﬁre in par-
ticular developed in the midland taluks and Edjgcent hizh=ran/ s of Travancore
‘&ith the active partiéipation of predeninuntly Syrian Chrigtion farmerz of
the region. Imevitably this led teo incomes from agriculture Lucoming heavily
coencndent onlmarket price§, This moade the small fazrmers Qho were 2lso eniae
ze in the cultﬁvation_of comnercial cro;'_;s9 particulerly vulnerable to the ad-

verse cffects of decline in priccs of farm producos.

-~

. By the late 1920's, whon Travancocean formers, both hig and zonall ~ were
actively engazed in the cuitivation of rubher and other cormorcial crops, the
world wideraeprassion in agricultural prices cet in. The Eallowing.Table I
indicates the fange of fall in prices of the major commercial crops of Travar -

COIra,

Such sharp decline in prices bad severe effects on thic small farmers with

inadequate resources to withstand such affacte. As the Depression Baguiry

L

Committes Report 1932 state seaotiie priscat cconmiic strmess is teverely

folt by the middle class agriculturists...rfhey depend almogt entirely on their
agricultural incones and it is this class that fecls the dircet impact of a

general dopreassicn... Unfortunately they have no subsidiary occupations to
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reinforce their agriculturel incomes, no rescurcces agelinst leazn years, and

wiiat is wersc, they a2re in a state of chronic indebitednesat The Renort

further warnod tiot indebtedness accemuated by proessure for recovery of land

‘rovomic and other dues to the government® in the provailing cconomic conditions
25/

wondld sweep & vast population of small cultivators ocut of their londs

That the fears cxpressed in the Heport could lLiave cone trus is evident

from the fact that the number of wmortgages and hypothecations in Travancorc

inercasad by T2 per cent between 1903-04 and 1928-29; while thoir value rosc

by 128.4 per cont. Though the higher proportion in value may be largely due

te higher land values in 1928-25, the inercase in musher was a clear indica-—

tion of the increasing tendeney to charge landed vroperty with 4ébt; as poin-
_ 26/

ted out by the Travancore Banicing Huoguiry Committeo Report 19350 . The Banking

Boagquiry of 1956 found that 33.7 per cent of the total advance made by banks

incorporated in the State were granted on an "unsccured” basis while 26.9 per
&
cent of the total advances wore granted against real cstate. Az a result of
this pattorn, during the doproession pericd of the 1930%s when both crop nricaes
1Y 9 g i I P 3
and subscquertly land prices declined, the erxedit fortheoming from these new
barling institulticns would have shrank considerably. On the cther hand, these
farmers who depended on the money-~lenders, found themselves in growing indebte-
dness. Indicative of such a situation was the fact thet by 195556, the total
agraricn indebtedness of Travancure was around Rupecs 20 crorves to Rupecs 25
ordres; which necns that a winimum of Rupce 3 croroes or pﬂ'rl a, third of a
pessible total value of agriculiural proiuce, of Rupce 10% crotes,coing out

28/
annmually as intercst.

Given the combination of these circumstances there is enough grounds to
azsur. trat the depressior in prices of farm produces in the context of comvcre

cialization of agriculture and rapidly incrcasing popuiloticn prossurs on land
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Toble IT¢ Prices of Selectod dseiculturzl Products of Trovimcore, 1925-1931
e Year
Comnedity - . '
1925 1626 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931
A, Pepner (Average nrice £30 500 250 140
per candy in F.So) - - (127 - '28) (126ﬂ|29) (129,”:30) 200
. L 730-131)
B. Tapioca (4Average price ner
candy of dried ching in
R hs. D) N em . - - 20 8. 14. 0 -—
1
C. Lenongrass 011 FPrice per
1b, 50 @5, hs, 8) 204, 0 2,2,0 2,0,0 1o 4. 0 10 M. 0 Tl 400 0. 14, O
D. Coora (Averape nricoz ob
Mleppey per candy in i .
R Psm)/ 105. 2. § 39.14.4 110.12.8 95.3.10 754801 57,848 ——
2
L. Hubber ({(Praice per 1b. :
in Cents) 23 =06 125 T2.13 47 34,07 .

-

Source: Trovancore Deoaouic Demression Dnguiry Cosmittee Report 1931, Govermment Press, Trivandron, 1932, Poost, 65-07, 72

Wotess 1/ Lomongroes wog culiivoted tsialy i Kunnath
x

cclnsiviely in

Qf’

g.0ll holdinre, oy 1931,

ad, vattupuznz z2nd Thodupuzha Taluks coverins 12,000 acres,; almnost

Thise are vrices obtained at Colonbad by onz of the lorgest plantetions convonics.
of rubbar in 1927,

They get 4%.7% Cent per 1b,
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would rneve ‘mushed' many snall forriere out of thoir lands in the nidland
Taluks of Travencere. In the particulcor case of Syrian Christion formers,
thelr patrilinesd family orgonizaticn, which dsz.onds equal division of pare=
ntal property among all sons would have,further intengified the prassure on

land.

Congstraints on reinvestiont and expansion of 1wldings

Differont from the cage of the snell farmers who uigroted, in the casc
of the big farmers who had already opened up plantations in Travancore, therc
seens o have been the *pull' of availability of cultivable land in compara~

tive plentiness in Mzlaobor,

There were two factors which contributci o Trovancore beconing less atbra-
ctive for reinvegtnent and Malabar consegquently »oconing more abtractive. By
the time, Indian planters entcred the ficld, pionecr British planters had al-
veady occupied those lands which were most suitavle Bor plantstion croos. The.
Britishers had the advantage of routing their applications for assignment of

"lands through the Résidenﬁ; which rennt that such &p}licafions coning througﬁ
the representative of the Paramount Power would have Leen treated differentie
ally, while the Indians krd to apply dircct to the Dawan (in later years to

| 29/
the Chief Secretary). This created difficulties for Indian Planters in 1940s
to acguire choice lands for plantation crops, when they wanted to oxpand their
holdings.

ks

Apart from Sircar lands two other types of land were available for deve-
loping plantations in the Muadslayzo - Peernade arcaj which wos the main contre
of Travancorcan plantation onterprise. More importent of these was land belon-
ging to the local chieftains— Punjar Loja amd Vanchipuzha Fandarathil. These

lands care under the tenurial category of odavacsnis which were effectively
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39/
'free-holds', In the cage of Punjar Raja sone portion of HMap lands were
3
"Sree~padon” lands. Besides, he also nad gone oyecial rishis cver his doiains;
52/
crranating {rom certain sariier historicznl circunstances,

The rain distinction of the edvigai and Sree Padonm  lands was that they

did not cone under tihe purview of eifher the Pattom Proclmoation of 1865 or

of the Jenmie~Kudivan dct of 1896, Therefore those who .ansad in guch lands

did not enjoy perannent fencncy rights or the rigat to gell their properties,

1

Yet another source of land for developing nlantatiions in this region was

toe lend bolonging to the Paschima Bhasawathl Dewoson, A 1ittle over 4,500

acres of these londs were leased out on 30 year leazes to various pooonle, sonew
=z

where around 1920, Terznts on these Dewasonm lands alsoe did not enjoy the
rights enjoyed Ly inose who nad leased in Sircar and Jemnon lands. There-

fore, there wore restrictions on szle or transfer of Land and ¢ven o cutting

trees, Moreover, those who had icased in the Dewagon 1-nds had to go through

34/

a Polichezhuthu (renogctiation of lease) cvery thirty yoars.

These restrictions on transfor of land cnd the absence of security of tende

ney, in the sdavazi  and paschimg  dewagom lands were indecd constraints on the

reinvestment of surpluses and the exyansion of holdings for the Travancorean
planters who had developed nlantations on these 1oan8s. The cxoct noznitude of
this problem and ite influenze on the reporied second weve of mispation of big
farmers to Malsbar in the 1940's cammot be asceritalned due bo lack of dats on
the extent of area of plaatations developed on londs under such tenures. Still
sucl: possibilities as described in ti.» preceding paragreins are quite strong

and calls for further siudy.

Wnile such constraints prevailed in the Mundaksyazn - Peernade region ot
Travancore, cultivable waste lande appropriate for plantation crops wore availa-

ble in Malavar at comparatively cheaper prices. In spite of the fall in



agricultural prices ang subsequurntily in land srices in Trauancerc in thg
1930's which obviously would have been made use of by L.c big fgﬂncrs to
acqguire jord sold by distresoed ormall ferners and thus to agpand theix
holdings within Travancers I1ond prices raandned coosldorably Lighor in Tra-
vancore than in Malaboar. Availablce data shows hhat wnile thoe owverege price

of an acre of lund in 1925 were Bse 144.87, 3. 5%.75 and R (97.48 in Meenachil,
Thodupuzha, and Muvattupuzha, respectively an acre of land could be bought in
parts of Malabar at fs. 4.00. VWhen lund prices shot up to ia 290.14, R 95.23
and f. 807.20 in Meenaohii, Thodumazha end Movatiopuszha dn 1931, lavd wos
still available in Malatsr at around Rse 10.00 per acre. By 1947, average price
of un mcre fetched A: 702.20, Ra 1247.99 and B 314.56 {(a decliﬁu fron 1931)

Meenachil, Thodupuzha cnd Muvatiupusha, land was still Leiny sold at

[y
fad

=r)

2 35.00 por acre in parts of Malabar. Such differences in land yrices defi-
nitely made Malabar sitractive for Travancorecan fsrmers — both big  and snell-

in scorceh of cultivable lond.

-Cunciusion

The evidence presented above shows that while populaticn pressuré cn land
in Trevancore was evidently =2 cause cf migration of farymers to Malalar, that
alene could not have triggered of the nigration‘at the tine it tock place é;d
in the way it develcred. Intensity of population pressure, particularly on
thie £ nall férmeré se1 Lo have Deen accenvated by their dependence on the mar—

ket yprocess for farm incomes and the pressuve put on it by the devression in

prices of zgrievltural cormodities in 1920's and 1930's., Different from the
cagce of small farmers, the big farmers who moved to Malaber in the 1940's, were
going in search of opportunities for reinvestment of surplusmade in plantation

agriculture in Travancore, constrained as they wore by certain anomsalies in te=
nurisl.-conditions.specific to their area of eperation. The main attraction for

both groups was the casy availability of cultivable land in Malabar:; duc to the
absence of adequate dynamism in the agrarian system of that regicn.



(This is a revised verzion of wy M.Phil dissertation on '"Migration of Farmersg
from Travdncore to Malabar, from 1930 to 19603 4An Analysis of its Feonomic
Cauges, submiited to the Jawaharlal Ndhra University, Delhi. An earlier
versicn hsd been presented at the '"William Iogan Memorial Seminar on Agrarian
Rélétions in Molebzer; held at Calicut on 28th of August, 1581, T am grateful

a

to Prof. K.W. Raj for every helpful comments)
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te the sarly centu-~
i Df Crximt. MNow thsy
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