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The D i s t r i c t  of Malabar, which is the  t h i r d  consti tu.nbt u n a ~ e  

composite S ta te  of Xerala, d id  not kuve a comparable leve l  of l i t e r acy  but 

s t i l l  had a c l ea r  edge over most other d i s t r i c t s  of the Southern Presidency 

of Madras. 4/ This intra-regional difference between South (Tra.vancore and 

~ o c h i n )  and North (1aaba r )  Kerala, increased i n  the first h a l f  of Twentieth 

century.y Therefore, in explanations regarding the hi& l i t e r a c y  levels  in 

Kerala, it i s  the  South which merits  special  a t tent ion.  O f  the  ' h o  States- 

which formed its par t ,  Travancrre, the la rger  region is chosen f o r  analysis 

here. 

Table 111 : Nwnber of Schools and Students. Distributed accordini: w 
i f f  e rent  types sf :!anaeelner.t: eravancore 19?C-01 

Percentage Percentcge of 
Management 

Number of nf Number of 
students Students in 

sohools each category 

Pr ivate  Aided 941 25.5 51,383 27.8 

.Private Unaided 2,313 62.9 87,422 47.4 --- 
Total  3 9 683 100.p 1,849639 100.0 

(Source: RAT: (1902)~ Ch.VI1, p.60, pe.279) 

Network of Schools : Some evidence 

The achievements of Travancore and Cochin in the ~ i n k t e e n t h ~ c m c h m y  

were a t t r ibu ted  in te r -d l ia  t o  enlightened S ta t e  policy which allowed signi- 

f i c a n t  public imestment in education, not only by w a y  of s t a r t i n g  a number 

of government schools bu t  a l so  by offering l i b e r a l  grants-in-aid t o  private 

school@. hawing  uson the grants  as well  as with own funds, vmious C h r i s -  

t i a n  Churches and groups, a s  well  as other  p i v a t e  agencies s e t  cp several 

schools in Southern Kerakc in the  second mlf of the  Nineteenth century. 



.- lny, o.-k,.7. i .;- . . n 2 - ~ .  . pdbljc =d pri.vct* schools accounted l o r  an impressive 

notwork 2-r f n ~ m a l  c:iucztional ins t i t l l t ions  by the end of Kineteenth 

,, . c7 . . , T- . r .  i2; .-,,;.: ' . - wc-e 3683 educatirnal  ix*:lfutior;s in Travancolitr, !/ 
':>rcvidi.n[c 1 :?ci1301 j=z 772 pers,'2ns rzd 1.7 square mile ardn,unn6 119 

. . 
.jr:r,cc li ,:?I L1a?.u;; nf t P c  8t;xte ,-C/ni~ 2.n avzrq;e. Scjxlier investigations 

, : ...~.7 ,.,- brcu,nt c,u? t'!~ f.?i.<r.rt c!.s4; h.:s beer invested 'by government7 privatj 

.;.&.-nf;.ir-5, ZI~ .  trrciii; ic.%,L &,cenci,is ki setl;ing un these schc.ols. 2l 

It'kina+h~ent 2 a t t ~ r r .  nT {rfi school. syst+m in Travancore vonsisted 

of gwi.rmi.int sdlools,  pr ivate  schools aided hy goverm~ent, a d  z lso uW&d 

private  sc~wola.  -3s 'T:;ble LZI i i emddra tes ,  of tLese the  unaided private 

schools r l ? ; U t e r :  hotil in terlils of the  nmlxer of sel~oools ns well  as nf 

studen+s. Next i? ttrme of s i z e  wsa the  pr iva te  aided schoo>s, followed 

s y  t i l e  $(3ve2?ment scnools. 

S~.cb. ,.I..' c t ~ ' ~ . . ~  . - . .- .. - -C  7 rl?- r ' l r  , 'mnrding to mwgeirr;nt,raisea some 

int,eresl;ir f a c t s  about the deman for .  there  seems t o  have been a steady 

s t m ~ ~ c l  f o r  ed i~ ra t i an  t n  s u ~ p n r t  so m y  schools. We urill iwwlys'e the 

.--?;ith nf ncnoooiz i~ s;c:~ nf these three categnr5css both f r o i  the  point 
2-, 

5,f the agencies ~ r o v i h g  schoole as .*ell..as from the  point of view of tha 

r?eiwld fr,r ssk'sols tki3 . t  was emerging i n  Travancore. 

Iu Iilinetecnth century fundamental changes were occuring i? the 

<fi Arevancorcan ecr,nouy a116 society. I t ' s  land r e l a t i ons  were reformed in 

3'53h a WLJ? as to give proprietary r i g h t s  to  ul inportant  se~plent of- former 

ti=:-ts. L i k e  in r e n t  of' India, Travwcore z l so  h d  expansion of k a d e  in 

spices  and l u l l  ::rofiuces, along with new plantat ion companio,~ .apysaring on 

tnc scene. I%~reover, ti?? adi-inistrative system i n  the S t a t e  underwent 

sou6 major oilanges, p r k i l y  expanding towards a Brit ish-style secretar ia l  

.?:sten. Apzrt f r o c  the feet t h a t  new c o m i t i e s  have become landowners, 



using the 2-roprietory r i g h t s  now p a n t e d  t o  them, and operating i n  the land 

market, there arose, a number of job opportunit ies in the government and in 

private  t rade and plantat ion companies, a t t r ac t ing  young people from these 

landowning communities. Moreover, there  was an increase 3.n the need f o r  

g e n e r d  l i t e r acy  s k i l l s  in computing, and recording land documents i n  the 

comercial ised economy. This re la t ionsh ip  between the  socio-economic 

t r a n s i t i o n  and educational development t o  be studied in t h i s  paper. 

If we were t o  go back t o  t he  educational s t a t i s t i c s  of Travancore 

a t  the end of Nineteenth c s n k y ,  qu i t e  s ignif icant ly ,  primary schools and 

vernacular schools had a c lear  predominance. By 1900-01, 95.2 percent of 

schools were primary schools and 83.7 percent of students were primary schoc 

studentsSw In  the neighbowing Madras ?residency by the end of Nineteenth 

century, primary schools consti tuted only 76 percent of schools and primary 

school students formed only 57.3 percent of the t o t a l  student popu1ati.n. 11/ 

In s tmc t ions  i n  the  vernacular had such preeminance in nineteenth 

century Travanccre tha% the 'Travancore Census Reuort-190t noted t h a t  "it is 

refreshing t o  observe t h a t  the Vernaculars are  holding t h e i r  ground on t h i s  

s ide  of the Ghats, b t t e r  than else where^!^ In 1907, English schools i n  

Travancore numbered only 112 o r  3 percent of the t o t a l  number of schools; 

while the  number cf vernacular schools stood at 3560, const i tut ing 96.7 per- 

cent of the t o t a l  nmber  of  school^.^ With regard t o  the  share of studenta 

vernacular schools'had 91.9 percent and the English schools, o m  7.8 per- 

cent. 14/ 

This pat tern of distribution of schools w a s  a l so  helpful i n  promoting 

mass l i teracy.  Primary schools and vernacular education do help the spread 

l i t e r a c y  more than secondary schools and education in English. In f a c t  t h i s  

i s  a f a c t o r  of ten held up in f a v o u ~  of '&avaneore a3 e.gainst other p a r t s  of 

India. Ir/ 



The question resiains &a t o  whether this pa t te rn  w a s  the result of any 

def in i te  p,licy formulation. If was the r e s u l t  oi a del iberate  policy,  

then the process of i t s  implementation i s  t o  be explained. We know t h a t  

a t  l e a s t  from t h e  days of the  Wood's ~ e s p a t c h , ~ e m p k m s i s  on pr?hary educa- 

t i o n  and vernacular education was contained in the policy statements of 

Br i t i sh  India also. Yet, i n  e f f ec t  Travmcore seems t o  have achieved 

nore in these l i n e s ,  than 3 r i t i s h  India. Travancore's success in t h i s  

regard depended on compulsions guiding the establishment of primary schools 

and vernacular schools. The demand f o r  education i n  Travancore i n  Nineteenth 

century, as  we present ly  explain, w a s  mostly f o r  primary and vernacular 

education. 

.The deruand created by the commercialized agr icu l tura l  econoqy i n  

Travancore, w a s  f o r  bas i s  l i t e r a r y  s k i l l s  such as the a b i l i t i e s  t o  read,  

write and doing basic ari thmaticdl exercises. Such s k i l l s  are mainly 

provided i n  primary schools. Similarly,  bulk of the demand f o r  personnel 

that came from government was f o r  persons e!uca.ted i n  Malayalam. This was 

due t o  the f a c t  t ha t  Travancore S t a t e  w a s  mainly in te res ted  i n  people io 

man the  lower and middle leve l  jobs i n  government f o r  which knowledge of 

%,layalam was enough as the language i n  use was vernacular. On the other  

hand B i r i t i a h  Indian government, eve3 when they were looking f o r  people 

to  man the lower l e v e l  jobs, must have wanted them t o  be prof ic ient  i n  

Snglish, as  t he  English lan~mage w a s  widely used i n  Imperial administra- 

tion.w The difference between Imperial and a provincial administration, 

in t h e i r  requirements f o r  t ra ined personnel has t o  be looked a t  i n  t h i s  

>ontext. 

Apart from these fac tors ,  schools i n  Travancore were 'used' much 

nore. The f a c t  t h a t  there  were schools i n  p rac t i ca l ly  a l l  the major 

l i l l age  or  nearby towns would have xade it possible f o r  students from 



neighbouring areas t o  attend school without diff icultyew This was p d i -  

cularly so, because of the close proximity between villages and towns in 

Kerala. But in most other Indian provinces, schools in Taluk and District 

headquarters could not have been made use of by students other than from 

the town i t s e l f ;  because of the distances involved. le/ 

T h i s  paper essentially attempts to anewer two basic questions. The 

f i r s t  one is regarding the socio-economic factors which created enough 

demand for  education in Travancore, and which prompted government and private 

agencies t o  increase the number of schools under thei r  management. The 

second question addresses more specifically t o  the nature of the demand for 

education as it was f e l t  in the l a t t e r  years of Kineteenth century. In 

trying to  answer the second question; we offer, tentative conclusions about 

how p r k y  and vernacular education cam t o  predominate i n  Travancorean 

school net work. 

We yyesent the arguments in 5wo parts; the f i r s t  part being essentiall: 

a review of developments in Nineteenth century and the second part offering 

certain explanations. 

Traditional Education 

To understand l i teracy development in the Nineteenth century, one 

h a s  to  analyse the l i t e ra ry  tradit ions which existed here before that. 

Kerala like other parts  of India, had a tradit ional  educational system; which 

had both primary and higher educational fac i l i t ies .  Within the traditiaj 

in India different systems of teaching and learnin@: were followed. XU 



H;,her ;ducation, especi:Ltiy in the  w s s  e s s c n t i d l y  an exclu- 

sive .preserve of tlit hi+.]:ler c:wtes, j !z . r t icuhly tile B r d x u i n s ,  i n  medieval 

Kerala society  .w In s t i t u t i cns  f o r  hi..kier kmnil(; vicx. nainly of t1.c 

types - Yedapatasalais and .Snbhau.4;tg, bnth - mnt o f t e n  - recei?jng,  su2port 

from the royalty in the form of land gr.& and. other gifts,a/' 3esid.s 

these, there were ocher insJ-' d t u t i o n s  f o r  ~ o p l a r  ed-ccation, which brov.&t 

basic educational f a c i l i t i e s  within the re&& of cas tes  and mummit ies  

other than the Erahinins. Bent known anong suck, ins t i tu+i .ms  wars the 

Pallj.lm&ms o r  ikdipdlikudams. RrhmA essent ia l ly  by loca l  init1at . i~-e.  

primsry sck~ools beering t h i s  m e  were c o m m  in &r;la-and TzE!n&u till 

very recent ly  and m e  extent in some .formi erren A s  it ki-,s bse?, 

pointed out elsewhere, "the f e c t  tkzt tliese schools hnve L ~ ~ r v j . ~ ~ ~ '  ilt-a?-ly a 

century of com:~tit ion with the !?rganized pant.- remi?in.g s c b c l s  a d  tht 

nany parents send t h e i r  children t o  both tynes of scho:ls i s  ;n in;iicctic,n 

~f the  roo ts  they had i n  tradit ion".  & 

These :primary school:: k v e  t h e i r  or igins  traced t; 2i1s v e z j  ear l?  

BUdkist ~d .T;.ir: ixifluencus i n  !:errla, i k r t h h & d s t  l a i n  m n c ~  were 

concerned ahnut populm educatior. t h e i r  P z l l i s  o r  uorl-Vsdi.o re l ig icus  

centres became cer?tres o: pcpulcr education ;s well.& Wkile the Bcdhiei; 

and Jain  influence in South India is generzllx x c e ~ t e d g  5.1, uuch of ix 

would have rubbed of f  on Xerala m we knob itn.6>1, becorws r ~ 3 t t e r  o.? 

speculation. One could a s s w a  t h s t  i n  -I;& trading ceutres el.3d :' :-ownsn r.rhi;h 

came up i n  Ker:tla,' s ra ther  primitive econami~condi t icns  . .f e a r ly  Ci._r'.stj.m 

era ,  the Budhist and J a i n  t r ad i t i ens  of education mst &.sr; !-XI< t i . e i ~  

presence f e l t .  hi; of these examples. nust  have; -a tradl-iion of a.'.ir:l:' .-- 

kudams evolved in i a t t e r  day Kerala. 

I n  the schools wkich evdved  out. of'this tredit io;l  md which liere 

tausht by teachers variously known as  A s a n s .  Ezhuthachtns and - -% 



~ ~ ~- besides 

a smattering of astrology su f f i c i en t  t o  +n%->le s ing le  oalcuations required 

f o r  domestic ritual and f o r  deter- the t u g s  f o r  ag r i cu l tu ra l  opera- 

t ions.  In some cases this w a s  followed bprudimentary insfruct ions  in 

medicine, e th ics ,  l i t e r a t m e  and music p/ a h e s e  ~ c h o o l s  were oondvcted 

in verandhas of buildings, public places, w e  &aden er in the horses of 

w teachers themselves. It i s  fairly evident that sueh schools did  net  

receive much support fmm the roya l ty  o r  :girernm&s-.af the times but were 

maintained mainly by resources from wit-the W l t i g e  i t s e l f .  

Usually t he  of the r i l l a g e  s-1 was. a se l f  appointed pcd?.go&ue 

from a family nf t r ad i t i ona l  teachers,  wh--received some pe t ty  emoluments, 

mostly in kind - besides special  g i f t s  on mspi.ious. d w s  and at harvest t ~ a  

from parents nf h i s  or  her students. &xBarthdLomes., says that each 

student paid two F a m s  as Dakshina every tue months; which some stucents 

paid in paddy. He alsc mentions tk-t in some s ~ h o o l s  payment f o r  the  

teachers came from temple admin~s t ra t ions  mr l e c d  landlords.@ The mzenem.1 

s i t ua t ion  in South India  was such tha t  some s c b r l s  uere aitached t o  temul+?- 

or  were maintained by Zamindars, r i c h  tradccs and such other persons; ??=n 

though in most South Indian v i l l ages ,  the  sohod tearher  was one. of the 

'Village Twelve ' , those f unctionaxies maintained from v i l lage  surpluses. 111/ 

It seerus t h a t  i n  Kerala too,  i n  case of Kudivdlilcudams, somethinp sixil.:r 

t o  nther pa r t s  of South India  m ~ t  have prevailed..31/ In the r a r e  c;.:i  >f n 

Kudinallilmdam having boarding f a c i l i t i e s .  mdwments  user1 t a  be institute-:i 

by loca l  landlords f o r  meet in^ the expenseskqf food, c lc thes .  a d  le;:xn2i; 

 material^.^ A s  far as S t a t e  rmpport is:-enled, . . *+, l e a o t .  in Gcchin 

there  seems t o  be no euidence t o  suggest that the  gnvernmerit eided -2  [cab.- 

tained schools p r io r  t o  the administration pf C a b 1  llurmo in ea r ly  Ninetrenth 

century. u/ 



I'. :: :rxcluxivn nature n? a7.n higher e d u c a t i o ~  - which .in l a t e r  

c c n k i e s  d s o  r;.uZir.erl th nonoxly  *f Brahmin.: i~ theory - se sm t o  have 

i,3t di luted ov;:r ti:< c~nt~ ; l . i es  3 ~ -  the  Sixteecth, S v e n t e e n t h ~  and Eight- 

~ ~ c t h  c ~ ~ l . t i ~ & i e s ,  ~ ~ d u c a t i c n  c a ~ e  within the reach of a laos t  dl the sociixlly 

?.r? c~z?no:%iilcr?lly iyivilcned sections of society.w It i s  s i@ficanL,  t h ~ t  

Thmjzth ham,~auJan Ezl~ut!mch~n, tha ' f a ther  of iJL~lwalaa l i t e r a t u r e  was not 

- 
f r o ~ ~ ~  the sub-caste of ; n b ~ ~ t  2 .%I . Around t h i s  

period non-3rai'mino also s ta r ted  composing S m s h i t  works of t h e i r  own 

i n  +.Re i)roces3 created a synthesis %etween Sanskrit ,  T a m i l  md other  

lcc::.l d ia lec t s ,  t o  i o m  tkie base Eor the .  evolution of a. na,tiondl Mala,ydem 

If vwi? ,we t o  take tie ~ m e g n t h ,  Seventeenth and Eighteenth centu- 

rieo, whcn nor?-Bxhiiin groups also acquired U h e r  l i t e r a r y  s k i l l s ;  and see 

how n~uch l i t e r acy  have q p r e d  in-k:e$alz, we cor;e across an es t iua te  made by 
/ 

Kathleen Gough f o r  earlyEighteentt1 century. Hsr studiad guess is tha% 

ax 1t;s; ;lor- tta? Li: l;l.~=. ~wri &xi leclst ~ ~ t e r  of the  women might "have 

Seen prof ic ient  in Mdt~yLLm in the e j r F  Eighteenth Cenkury i n  Kerala. zd 
Tile re.asons she points  nut f o r  the high l i t e r a c y  ureFW(a) Kerala's high 

: ~ ~ x i c u l u r z l  ~ r o d u c t i v i t y  connected with i t s  he&y rajnfall, which permitted 

a t  le.2nt a quarter of' the population t o  be s e t  apar t  as l i t e r a t e  speoia l i s t s ,  

(b) the gowth ~f overseas comerce, aPd. then of land sa les ,  cash r e n t s  and 

nortqages, ma c;sh waaes f o r  ~ o l d i e r a  aai urban a r t i s ans  which fostered 

the us? of simple l i t s r a c y  f o r  zccounting lega l  documents (c)  the f a c t  

thlt !u and. other ~ t r i l i n e a l  cas tes  gave t h e i r  women a higher s t a tu s  

Fi zany respects t h m  was c u s t o ~ w r y  in p a t r i l i n e d  India, which led  t o  

~ c s t  cf -them learn* t c  reed, =d, (d) e m l y  European s e t t l e r s  educating 

the lower caste- i!!m night  otherwise have r e w e d  t o t a l l y  i l l i t e r a t e .  



The Sixteenth t o  Eighteenti centuries,  were a period of growth of 

l i t e r a c y  i n  Kerala. Yet, t o  put the spread of l i t e r z c y  as-hi& as more tha 

50 per cant f o r  males and 25 per cent f o r  women seerns exaggerated. I n  

t r a d i t i o n a l  Kerala, only 2 per cent of the population - the Namuuthiris - 
were ever earmarked as l i t e r a t e  specialists .w Even if we add the c lerks ,  

wri ters ,  astrologers e tc .  engaged by the and ch ie f ta ins  from other 

castes,  par t icu la r ly  t h e  Nairs who nunbered a t  the most around 19 per cent 

of the population w- we do not rnach the "quarter of the population" she 

claim t o  have been s e t  apar t  as l i t e r a t e  spec ia l i s t s .  To assume tha t  a l l  

Nair males would have been prof ic ient  in I'Ialayalam; i s  a l so  i n  our opinion, - 
exaggerated. Considering the d i f f e r en t i a t i on  amongst various layers  of the 

over-all&& caste ,  one should account f o r  a s ign i f ican t  segnent who did 

not have anything t o  do with administration or  accounting. Even a f t e r  

considerable growth i n  schools i n  Travancore, as l a t e  as 1891, Nairs showed 

only 37.78 per cent l i t e r acy ,  f o r  males.u This would apply f o r  t h e i r  

females as  well; though i-l  i n  tmt- th:~t t h i s  mat r i l inea l  caste allowed t h e i r  

women comparatively more freedom. A s  far as  the a b i l i t y  t o  rea.d i s  

cor~cerned; we cannot .expect mori-than a small segment of Nair women having 

acquired tha t  s k i l l ,  which in the 1891 census f igure  of 5.72 per cent 

l i t e r a t e .  seems t o  be ref lected.  

IPhe period under consideration did see spread of overseas commerce; 

par t icu la r ly  in pepper md  other spices. Connected with t h i s  t rade there 

must kmve arose a group of l i t e r a t e  people. Yet once again, we f e e l  tkt 

the i r  numbers could not have been iiruch high. Noreover, among the traders,  

especial ly  those who d e a l t  with k o p e a n s ,  the number of "non-indigenous" 

groups l i k e  Chett ies,  Jews, Konkanies, and Gujarathies should a l so  be 

a c c m t c d  fo r .  The teabhing of;.lowef ca s t e  persons by Europeans i s  a l so  

a point requiring f u r t h e r  investigation.  Before the a r r i v d  of the  London 



Mission Scr.vicc (i,i'!?) z.3:: 'i).:: ~!-::,.LL!. L.1~:  LO^ :iervice 20c.kty (w!s) b e a l y  

Nineteenth oentury; ~u ,p t ; .11  kvoivc-ffient i n  any s o r t  of u s s  l l t e r a , ~ ;  wcrk 

do not seen t o  P.vc! taken plzce. The %tch never took l i t e racy  n d  edu- 

cation in lierala seriously.-?2/ ?he Pqrtugese, whc operated a ~ i n l y  anon: 

the Syrian Chr i s t i ans  ~ l d  the 'fishermen of thc c.:ast did not seem tc have 

r ea l ly  contributed t o  the ci;rezd of l i t e racy ;  a s  IW.; ~iould  ~ ~ s e s t n t l y  icscribe. 

Or1 the  whole f e e l  that the l i t e r a c y  l e v s l  in t h i s  region, with 

t he  strong injuct ions  again;t l e a n i n g  of lower castes,  nhoi>.li! have been 

low in ear ly  Eighteenth century. Though no specil'ic s t a t i s t i c s  are  avail- 

able, it can be sunriised t h a t  Pmng the Brahmins l i t e r scy  l eve l s  must have 

been high. Whether the s ~ m e  could be sa id  of a l l  i s  doubtful except 

t h a t  some of them wst hnve acquired whatever education t h a t  was avvailhble 

in the Kdlaries. Tile sitw.tio3 cf k c i s t i m s  and I'iusliws, i n  s p i t e  hf 

havipg some t radinp pouns  enon? them whr. must have hizd l i teracy,were also, 

we fee1,clocer t o  the s i t ua t ion  of i-u than t k i t  of ?rains. 1'10st of 

the ordinary Christ ians a d  Muslims, must; ha- remained i l l i t e r a t e .  %e 

case of Bzahavas were au i t e  l ike ly ,  except f o r  tbosc ..acn,! then hilo pract- 

ised Avnrveda and mtrology, even worse. iU/ The aggrss t ic  slave castes of 

Fulavas and ~herum,wL. s r e  concerned, there  i s  no reasor, t o  believe that 

there w a s  any s ign i f ican t  spread of l i t e r a c y  among them. MI 

If the posi t ion of l i t e r a c y  and education in KeYda region as a 

whole was low in e a l y  Eighteenth century; w h a t  could have happened t o  the 

n s i t ua t ion  dusing the course of the  century i n  iravancore? Once again we 

have t o  make guesses; f o r  w a n t  of any concrete evidencss. 



For the t raaXic. .u  sysxern of .  education, supported mainly by loca l  

i n i t i a t i v e  t o  thrive,  peace and secur i ty  a r e  primary prerequisites.  In 

Travancore in the second half of the Eighteenth century there  was an 

extended period of peace under Rahe Varma 'Dharma '  Raja (1758-1798). s,r/ 

But, in the first half there was c i v i l  u r a  followed by wars of annexation 

under Maxtanda ~ a r m a . ~  For want of any concrete evidences, it mikes it 

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us  t o  pass judgement about the  progress of education under 

such circumstances. 

s The p o l i t i c a l  pen t r a l i za t io  of almost half of Kerala under the  

new S ta t e  of Fravancore, by Martanda Varrna, could have created the necassarj 

conditions f o r  educational as  well a s  other  types of development. But, 

inmediately in the Eighteenth cen-17.my we do not have any eridence of such 

developments taking plrce. @/ 

The introduction of land tax - unknown in Kerala before t h a t  & 
was n f ac to r  wbick: cculd h,,-;e r ~ d - ~ e r s ~ l j  d f e c t e d  the t r ad i t i ona l  educational 

system. But even a f t e r  its introduction the incidence of taxat ion remains 

t o  be so low as not t o  warrant m y  massive out flow of surpluses from I' 

the vi l lage,wat  the expense of educational e f fo r t s  i n  the vil lage.  

expansion of pepper t rade and the increase i n  pepper price EP' 
could have added an impetus t o  educational development a t  l e a s t  in areas 

and among cornunities which engaged in pepper trade. But considering the 

f a c t  that there  was a pepper monopoly introduced by the  State,wone wonders 

how much of the benef i t  of such t rade expansion mst have r e d l y  percolated 

down t o  the people. r=L/ 

On the whole, there  is hardly any bas i s  f o r  judging on the s t a t e  - 
of educaticnancl i i t e r a c y  i n  EightLenth centuzy Travancore. Yet, we may 

a .  

presume, t h a t  from the r a the r  low leve l  of l i t e r a c y  t h a t  seems t o  have 



existsd in :..rrs- .,la i n  e-ly &ik;hteenth century, there  was llot much progress 

da:.iri+; tile century. 

bit<;r:~c;r_Le~l.s  2.t the-ri~nins of j:;in&enth Ce- 

kefl.ecting t!:is s i t ua t ion  in Tzav~aoore,  the  nu:iner of educzt ioml-  

h s t i t u t i o n s  founcl i ~ .  the  3t; ; tc,  a t  the  beginning of N ix t een th  century i s  

cu i te  low. '?he ;~vc;ilzble infomation f o r  the  period coneerned consis ts  of 

the nw:h+r or' ":?ublic In s t i t u t i ons  f o r  Education" found on the s u ~ 3 c y  of 

' ! i d  mcl Comer, between July 1516 alci the end of 1 ~ 2 0 . ~  A s  ~ a b l e s l *  and 

T sk~ows there were264 i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  educstion in Trzvc^tnoore and 70 i n  

nei;:hbouring c o c l ~ i n . ~  ititir a d i s t r ibu t ion  of one school per 3434 of popu- 

4 
l a t i on  in l ' r a v m c ~ z e  and 718. of populztion i n  Cochin; both the f i g ~ r e s  

c.om!?are unfavourabb witii rialabar which had a school per  1194 of population. 

i n  1822. S i rn i l z ly  in tsms cf *xea. a l so  Tr+vasore with e Gchol-per 25.49 

sg.mile ?ad Cochin f o r  19.45 sq.rnile, lag{.ed behind Malabar. 

Table Iii : i~ 'u&&r of Xducational In s t i t u t i ons  i n  'i:rslv.mocre. 181 6-1820 

---------------- we----------- 

Eo . o T - P - ~ E c - - T o ~  
Ins t i t u t i ons  Population per 

IJihw of Dictrict .3 Pop.- &Ze 
f o r  Gducation l a t i o n  Squcire mile 

miles) 



Neddonrencaud 9 
Sherienkeel 4 
Coulm or hilon 5 

Shencottah, above the 
Ghat ' 14 

Meenachil 
b 

2 

Thdhuwully 2 

Yeddawa~a o r  Petty States 



Pundalum 

Ytjddapully 

Pooniatu 

Wunje:>clay 

(Source: Wmd and Comer: (1898) "Dnzajadda Table of Travancore, o r  
p ~ t i c u l a s  c c ~ e c t e d  with  its S ta t i s t i c s "  on p.4i-47., and "Population 
Table of Travancore and other par t icu la rs  connected with its  statistic^.^' 
on p.128-129). 

Table V: Nunber of Educational In s t i t u t i ons  in Cochin. 1816-183 

Fublic insti- Total Amrunt rf 
Name of D i s t r i c t  Area in population tuticns for Populztion Sq.m,iles education t o  t he  

Cochee c r  Ccchin 

~richocwapayoor 

w d a p u r a m  

Thullapil ly 

Kunneeamur 

Yaina;nkul 

Chaylayekurray 

Chittoor 

Coda chayree 

Kodungalc3r 

- - 

(~au rce :  W a d  and Conner (1099): "Dazajadda Table of Cechin + r  par t icu la rs  
cnnnected with ,its S ta t i s t i c s " ,  on p.49, and "Population Table 
of Cochin o r  pa r t i cu l a r s  cennected with i t s  Statist icm" en p.50) 



Fdr I+alaba,r we a re  fortunate t o  gat  morr: irformsltion en educztionsl 

p a t h m s  from a survey r f  indigenous schoels which covered the d ~ . s t r i c t  

in 182y. This showed tha t  ti-~ere ::ere 759 schools besides a College f o r  

Table ifI: Caste-wise d i s t r i bu t ion  of S t u d n t s  i n  hdiaeneous ~ c l ~ ~ o l s  
cxf,>k&bar D i s t r i c t  -,- - 1822 

Brahmins 

Vaisyas 

Sudras 

Other Castes 

Muslins 

Total  , 

am TGT& 

PGfX%AT'ION O F  i W A R  

(Source: P.N.Chopra e t  al: (1979) Vol.J.11, Ch-m, P-223) 

Vedic learning , supported by the  Zamorin of Calicut. ks shown in 

tab le  V I  , there  were 14,155 students studying in these schools, besides 

the  75 - a l l  Brakrmins - at tendine the college. If we take t h a t  one- 

n in t  a of the population of 9,07,575 i n  'Maba r  were of school goin6 

age then, one out of every 7 children of school going age was zttendfiir- 

school i n  Fklabaz a t  t n a t  tirile. From t h i s  t ab l e  we c m  surmise thzt 

liridhin females Were ge t t ing  education at home; while the  higher nml,ci~ 

of P l u s l i m  f enale s might have coxe from Madrassas - traditiona.1 19iuslin, 

schools. 

The i n i t i t i t o r  of the  survey, Sir Thorns Munro, himself f e l t  thjt 

the survey underes tha ted  the actual  proportions of the indigeneo& sy-tem, 

since it Cid not cover those children who were taudt  a t  home by private 



gable ':TI: Dimensions of tl~c- &?.i .=e ochool-svstem Madraa 

Presidency - 1822 - 
- ~ - . ~ 

Number of Sc.hools 12,:9e 

Ember of students l , W , l l P  ,wy 
Eo~ula.tion of school going ege (5-lr3) 14,27,882 

Total  population 1,28,5O,S41 

Dist r ibut ion of schools 1 per 1000 pop. 

Proportion of students t o  the pop. 
uraer  scllool going age 1 out of A 

---- - ---- ---- 
(source: J.P.Naik and*~.i'lurullah: (1974) Ch.I.p.4) 

t u t o r s  or  re la t ives .  Bnquiries in Wras o i t y  alone found 26,903 students - 
more thv l  f'ive t i ~ s e ~  +Ih C ~ I L L T ~ ~ S T  t a u ~ h t  m schools - urdergoing instruction.  

i n  t h e k  kr?es.w Though in t'ne cti-.tricts, the  .number of chi ldren receiv- 
y& 

iq  ins t ruct ions  at home could not have been as high as it w s s i n  Madras, 

still tkr6 :nust have been a considerable number of mch students &ll aver 

t he  E'residency. On. t h i o  bas i s  Munro f e l t  that the  popor t ion  of'boys 

receiving education in the inrligenous system was closer  t o  cne-third of the 

boys of school going age, than one-fourth as it  was found i n  Ghe surveyiSee 
b le  VII) 
LSin i l a r ly  $he ac tua l  proportions of tne indigenous system in Madras and 

a l so  in Malabar might ham been grea te r  than what was revealed ih the 

survey. 'dhat is t o  be found. out i s  the e f fo r t  t h a t  went i n to  increasing 

the number of schools in Travanccre, over Nineteenth century, t o  an extent 

as t o  overtake m a b a r  as w ~ l l  as other  ragions in India. 



Government and Education i n  the  F i r s t  half  of the Nineteenth 

Century 

That i n  ez r ly  Nineteenth century, the  t r ad i t i ona l  eduoaCiona1 

system was facing problems in Travancore i s  evident from the f a c t  t ha t  i n  

181 7, the then Rani of Travancore recelved complaints of educational 

neglect i n  the  northern par t  of the  &ate;  as  v i l l age r s  were finding it 

d i f f i cu l t  t o  pay schoolmasters. In response t o  the  s i tuat ion,  a remarka- 

b le  Royal Rescript w a s  issued i n  that ye # which - quite legit imately - 
has received acclaim i n  the educational his tory of the State .  The f ac t  

t h a t  such a memorandum should come up from the  people a t  t ha t  t i ne  is 

cer ta in ly  remaskable, and the government's response t o  the memorandum, 

may be taken a s  the  s t a r t i n g  point f o r  'modern' educational development 

i n  Travancore. Travancore's record of eduoational development, in the 

f i r s t  half of the Nineteenth century i s  ra ther  we&; as compared t o  the 

second half .  Yet t h i s  was the periad i n  which 'nodern' educational system - 
regulated and supe-rvised - did take shape. From the pa r t  of the government, 

now under the  tute lage of the Br i t i sh ,  we have the memorandum mentioned 

e a r l i e r  and the  Ro.val Rescript of 181Z accepting the responsibi l i ty  of 

a s s i s t i ng  v i l l age  sohools. This indeed was a departure from t r ad i t i ona l  

policy, by which Royal o r  govermental  suppart f o r  education was primarily 

f o r  centres of hi&er , learning and not f o r  primary  school^.^ The Rescript 

addressed to  Venka.ta Bao, Dewan Peishkar of b i l o n ,  resolved tha t  A i l  ut tLe  

s t a t e  should defray the whole cost  of education of i ts people, in order 

that there  might be no baclcwardness i n  the sprezd of enlightenment among 

them; tha t  by diffusion of education, they night become be t t e r  subjects 

and public servants, and tha t  t he  reputation o f  the S t a t e  might ?e adranced 

thereby". Each school was t o  have two teachers paid from the Treasury, 

one well versed in Malaydam and Astronoay, and the other in Tamil and 



r . .  -;.c:, telicr.~~. wild IG ~ ~ i e i ~ t ;  8 ..:ontnijr sal,rry of f i f t y  f'anws 

:I ii-;tl> ,:;:,ex - / L . ylifi =de12s - W(L b ? ~ i ~ r a t i >  (?:31~!! a c c ~ W l % ~ t s ~ ]  

,,:,;* Ei7,r;<.t." 17 5:l>okLea kc, v.; -.' 
Y ,,lt thc  schcols ' in  t h e i r  jur isdict ion once a 

6 9  
for tn igh t  :::;I:. s i r l i~ i~ t  r soor t s  of +,.heir inspections tiizect t o  tne gu,z%.- 

il!!;: :+hlft .in policy, of s ~ ~ ) m r t i ~ g  priinary oducatioil, i s  c e r t - i n l y  

. - 
. T', <-.-r 9]74r3!_ . Tho& tlie hsscr ip t  wan' i ;ss~ecl under the nsme of thn 

.then ficni of r r z v a ~ c o r e  - a young g i r l s  of seventeen - it could not have 

been without the corisc?nt of Golael P-unro, who w a s  9 r i t i s h  Resident (18ld- 

1$13) m i  Lwan ( (1811-1814) .~~he  l a n e w e  cf the Rescript i n i i c a t e s  a b e l i d  

i l !   IF; vriluc! of education i n  indciw the  people of Travanoolle '''better s-ihjech 

ani public .scrv;~nts". Idiort;over: goverru%entd a s s i s t a c e  i s  to  be acoon11:nied 

Cy :ce+lilitr :3s-~ection, by reverae r f f i c i d s .  Xn f a c t  :3ducaticnal effo-tz 

e..-.zisted hy the povernulent 2nd supervisad by govemmentd. au t lmr i t ies  a t  

, 7 >.,. - ! .  - . .  - ' - 1 . .  t i  T .  ' : . . . . ... , , 'jsginn- of 'iiio&ornl ~ d u c a t i o n a l  

;:;;nt*m .i.r !~' . 3,~=120re . 

3ne ;i tixc, m:x,ior fac tors  behind t h i s  skift rf *J; : i c.r - 7.3 w..-. -. the need 

Tor educated Yprsons t o  run the 'modern.' adaini.~ti?a.tii~r: system tha4? was 

dcvelo>in@ k tiie State .  I%~XP,  had founc'. tlie exist ir ig adninis t ra t ive  

system in 'lravancore inadequate f o r  hplement- h i s  sche:nc f o r  'moderni- 

zation'  GI tk~e Therefore he reorganized it, with a cen t r a l  secre- 

t . u i a t  as i ts  pivot,  in the l i n e s  of B r i t i a h  adminietratlve pract ises .  &I 
P~~rone I'Zunro's r e f o r ~ s ,  some of the i m p o r t a t  measures were - apart  f ro=  

1:iying the founda.tions of a sac re t a r i a t e  system - introduction of a well  

Jalined s y s t e ~ l  of adr&iistrative- divis ions ,  re&= gradation of o f f i ce r s  

6 6 /  2nd separation of s i l i t a r y  and judicial powem L?.>m revarnle officers.- 

Ths judici.?.l systsm was Lalso ove rbdwd ,  stop2ing tria? by ordeal and 

ia t roducir~g in its place well laid cct regulations f o r  the midance of the 



courts. Z i l l a  Courts were s e t  up along with a court  of appeal i n  the 

cap i ta l .  The g w c m e n t  a lso took over 348 major and 1171 minor temples, 

administration of which with i ts  vas t  properties,  was entrusted t o  the 

revenue off icers .  a 
Munrr, was on the lockout f o r  qualified persons t o  man the extended 

administrative system. E'or the highest l eve ls  and f o r  sensi t ive  jobs 

people were brought from outside the Sta.te, with experience of working 

under the Bri t ish .  For miAdle l e v e l  jobs as  well a s  l@wer l eve l  jobs, 

persons were recrui ted locally.  It is pertinent t o  note in t h i s  context 

that i n  1818 in Cochin, the goverment established 53 vernacular schools, 

a t  the instance of Munro who w a s  Resident in t h a t  S t a t e  also,  with the 

'I ayowed" object  of t ra in ing  up young men fo r  S t a t e  Sarvice a s  wri ters  and 

The Travancore Bescript a l so  mined  through diffusion of 

education, t o  nake people of 'i'ravancore, "be t te r  subjects and public 

servants". I n  other words, the i n t e r e s t  i n  education shown by Munro was to  

a p e a t  extent r e l a t ed  t o  h i s  des i r e  f o r  trainecl people f o r  the administration, 

The Resorint also s t ipu la ted  r c y l a r  o f f i c i a l  supervision of the 

v i l l age  schools, and the submitting of inspection reports  to  the cen t ra l  

secret:fliat. This indicates  aq attempt ~t regulat ing and systematising the 

otherwise 'non-formal' t r ad i t i ona l  schools. We do not know how seriously 

and consis tent ly  such a policy was followed. Neither do we lcnow whether 

the  sent iuents  expressed i n  the Rescript regarding "defraying the whole 

cost  of education'' were ac tua l ly  rea l i sed ;  nor about how far the indigenous 

school system w a s  brought under the perview of governmental assistance.  

Since the demand emanating from the requirements of the  reformed 

administrative system could not have been met adequately by those trained 

in t r ad i t i ona l  cur r icu la  of t,:e indigenous scl~ools ,  it is l i ke ly  that there 



Cochj.n. vhii -r+rn::cu.l:x sclnols  st:xtel; hy cock&. %~:tr;;ini- 2. 1818, 

w(5-ll.c re;jlicrls of th; indi&:e.:,au,s ;cbrrtls. ?h . -2~  >i.i.-s 12: :: i2:3e .'in "tke 

7aamc.r iiatt5r of i ins-t~uutior",  2nd th~ri:fnrc 9::ul- ~ 7 ' :  ' : ~ c ? l i s e  the 

ex;jict-,ti:,n of t k e k  1-unfer" w- tkt of traillirlc yeme mtin f o r  c i v i l  

~ e r v i c t  .- .>ll(i WCYE ~bolis?:e[! in 133:. It i s  reasonable t o  preswx: that  

vithout ..my chalg; i n  iih.. t r r s l i t i o n d  rwrimAa t ~ i e s ~ .  sc2lool.s f a i l ed  in  

at.tr-ct thost  whc were aspiring far posl t ioar ,  in tLle xirdsrn c i v i l  service. 

Or, the 0th. r hcy l i i ,  t k ~ t  mi.:ssiom:r nckocls ! i d  a cwricula  inre sui ted t n  

trainin:: ~ ' n r  cirri1 service ,  ~.!hich might h;ve ; - t t r l c t sd  scr!.e s tujncts .  l.!ll 

Yet, t n  2 ~ ~ 7 u e  ti,s.t the i;iissionary srt~n-1s n.ttrzcted ion nzny y o w s t e r s  

f r n a  higiicr castes  a s p i r i n ~ . f o r  - c i v i l  service i s  ;Is0 &.?rob$ble. 

i ti o r  without governixnt "alp -hi<igenous sei. -nlo nust iiave survived - 
in the  first half  of tile century. The ~ r r r n d ~ l  &i<f -w:13. Tram indigenous 

schoola, i r  t h e  ~ r a c t i s e  of sending. ci1ildrc;n t o  indi:ar!.~:~x ss-nauls a s  uell 

2s iiov+rrmcfit or  niissionary schools, b e c a o  in - i ro i~e  ciljy b j  tile second 

half  of the century. This i s  r*fiected i n  the! esti-nate :n 1864-65, tha t  

"the pupi ls  mdc-r ins t ruc t ion  in d 1 , t n e  privatc  schools in tho c?untryU t o  

he not imch icsi: t!,:m 40,OCO. u/ ! S i n i l r j l y  t n e  idn3kictri;tic.n &sor t  f o r  

1866-6'1 said  that  the etclta "ahouniis w i t l . "  inr?ipno7is schocls :5nJ tha.t no 

:l~xent nscil send. h i s  ciiildren outside t h e i r  own ~ i l l r g e  t o  rt:t 2riaa.r~ 

eaucztion. pJ 

P' Lr2.vv?ncnre scvermsnt  i t s e l f  stz,xted a few ~ c h o o l s  in. t h i s  period. 

Lut on tl~v.! i..llolc, g c v ~ ? ~ i & n t  a c t i v i t y  i n  the fieli! of educat io~l  in tlle 

i ' i re t  half .f ti:? ccntu+'.y w:~s 1i;si.-d, 3s tEbl.e ' e a  st~,ws. A l l  thz.t tile 



government did w a s  the opening of z few English schools i n  Trivandrum 

and other important towns of t he  Stnte  i n  1830s. The Raja's school 

at 'Privandmm was s ta r ted  i n  16j4,w o r ig ina l ly  a s  a. ljrivate school 

receiving grant and l a t e r  in 1837 corrverted t o  a government school. I n  

1817 permission was granted f o r  s t a r t i ng  some government schools, Is/ 

followed in 1619 by another spec i f ica l ly  mentioning the founding of 

a school a t  ~ h e m ~ a n n u r . ~  In 1817 i t s e l f  another iasucd %o Dewan 

Peishkar Venkita Bao,sanotioning the appointment of teachers and of s t a r t i ng  

public schools in Mavelikara, Karthikapall i ,  Tiruval la  and Kottarakara 

i s  a l so  In 1818 another w a s  addressed t o  Venkita Rao 

sanctioning the  appointment of sone s c h o l a s  t o  compile tex t  books i n  

Malayalam.w I n  1019, there  w a s  a l so  a Nittu arranging f o r  

assistance t o  a few students f o r  education.w Among the other schools 

s t a r t ed  by government one at Chirayinkil was established around 1836. 12/ 
Otherwise, gover~linent policy i n  t h i s  period was r e s t r i c t ed  t o  occasaional 

encouragement t o  pr ivate  i n s t i t u t i ons ;  nainly missionmy schools. There 

is evidence of government @alt being given )o the  Kottqvam Seminay as 

ear ly  a s  1618.w Vzrnacular education do not seem t o  have received much 

attention; which is re f lec ted  i n t h e  comment of Sir.T.Madhava Rao who wrote 

in  the Administration Report of 1864-61, t h a t  w"while the S i rcar  has not 
' 

been wanting i n  promotme English education, it must be confessed that ,  

but l i t t l e  progress has been made by it a s  regards sound ins t ruc t ion  i n  the 

v e r n a d a r  language" 
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L' i~t .V~rr .~cul . i i r .  Schnols 

D i o t  . Er!i;iir,h Schools 

.* 3 of t.tl,se schools were opened in 1864-65, 
6Y "-- L! , t r r :  vrert. a. few stud.ents i n  Xeims, supported by the i d v e h e n t .  

Tin. .: :-reye some si,gi:icrnt ;~n i? t s  t n  be obse~ved  ;.bout developinent 

i n  tk.is: ,-*;rind. F i r z t  or' a l l ,  Trnvancore govcrrmc;ntts educational policies 

:.I. t h i c  T C . r j s t i  s icu t c  iizvi. broaGly cotSormed t o  t i i o s ~  :prevailing in 

Brit i i?h Indi3, under tile &st Inair. Conpny. It was from 1813, with the 

clim-r.c,n ir,!is i.n thi; d.mrtsr of thc: %st Company, that missionary 

inti:rpri:c. ir. the f i e l d  of esucation Fas nccepted a d  encoura.ge& - tho-@ 

c,ultc T E ~ U C ~ ~ I I ~ ~ J I  aCi.t t ~ z e s  -. by the ~ o r n ~ a n ~ '  ~ c v e r m e n t . ~  It was a l so  

att:smi~t -:d t,? devtlop education in India on the bas i s  of indigenous 

schools, ir, the wrke, of the rl ictatfis  of the 1813 Chzrter Act; though th i s  

]>clicy also .,i:;s ic,pla!ented unevenly in d i f fe ren t  regions. %I 

.. . wlth thc- acceptance of tile well  lmown 'Mecaulayts PLinute' by Lord 

W i l l i a m  Bentwiok in 1635 m d  the &omand f o r  English education a r i s i n ~  

ZOI;~E. ::actions of the ni>;le cn6. u-$per c l a s s  Indians in the Presidency 



towns, indegenous educdion  and vernacular education were largely 

neglected, i n  Br i t i sh  India.w The s i t ua t ion  seems t o  k,ve been' more or  

l e s s  the s2me i n  Travancore, where the g o v e m e n t  d id  not take much 

i n t e r e s t  i n  vernacular education. EY 

Entry of Christian Missionaries 

Now, what remains to  be reviewed i s  the contribution made by the 

Chris t ian missionaries in ear ly  Nineteenth Century. The e a r l i e s t  of 

European C h r i s t i a n  missionaries t o  come f o r  proselyt izat ion work in this 

region were the Roman Catholics. They worked mainly mong the lower 

caste,  pa r t i cu l a r ly  the  fishermen C o d t i e s  of the coast ,  from among 

whom they made conversions, and also among the Mar Thomas o r  Syrian 

Chris t ians  whom they persuaded t o  oonforn t o  western church organization, 

t r a d i t i o n s  and r i t u a l s .  One of t h e i r  major educational concbrns was 

providing re l ig ious  education f o r  prospective p r i e s t s  and cqtechestes wiiich 

8 
resu l ted  i n  the foun6ing of various 'Seminaries' and themlogical colleges.- 

By t h e i r  very nature these i n s t i t v t i ons  could not have contributed muck * 
t o  mass litera;y.w Their  l imited scope i s  brought out by Adrian Maens,- tht 

then Dutch Governor i n  Cochin who wrote in 1781;w ".'he Seminary of 

Verapoly is the best.....Having heard t h i s  Semhary m c h  extolled,  I care- 

f u l l y  informed myself whether the pupils were inst ructed i n  other necessary 

subjects  beaides Theology, but discovered tha t  they a re  only taught 

ordinary church Lztin, and tha t  with regard t o  Theology, they ra ther  apply 

themselves t o  c h u r c h u ~ e s  than t o  the  dogmatic pa r t  of religion.  S t i l l  

l e s s  a r e  they taught na tu ra l  theology, ecce les ias t ica l  o r  profane history,  

and even l e s s  geography, Physics and metaphysics, unless there is found a 

pupil  mong them, who himself w i s h e s  t o  take up these subjects..... This 

seminary therefore has a @eater reputat ion t k m  it i s  r e a l l y  en t i t l ed  t o  it" 



li;si'lv5;3 the  S e i l i m j e s .  the Cataolic missionaries a lso run some 

school!. :^or ~ r i m a y  e~ucn.t ion; especial ly  f o r  t h e  fis!iemen m m i t i e s  
i/ 

-.l::orig wr.mrn .%:leg w~rk:od. ' 'Tlwse schools ::rere emphabising the imparting 

of re1ikicx.c j , ~ o ~ l e L g e .  and prayers and hence "seem t o  have teen  essent ia l ly  

ca tgrhc i~n:  ~ l , . . s r e s . ' ~  w ~ o  t k e i r  contribution t6 mass l i t e r a y  i s  open 

t o  di:~.bi,. T;?is was very mch unlike tke sonsern a f  ti:+o prQ%estaat mie~ion- 

~ri.;s f ir  L, hos: the chrisi.ian r e l i g ion  was very much based on the Gospels 

axi ti;ereforc t:le s i~read of t h e i r  r e l i g ion  required a t  l e a s t  the basic  

facu l t ieo  m f  readirfg and writing. This p a t i c u l a  aspect of P r ~ t ~ s b - a n t i s m l  
t&! 

the resu l txn t  concern of protes tant  mission;tries i n  tl.lc. st'read of literac:f, 

is :;i!;nific;uu.lt i n  t l ~ e  his tory of educ:$,tion in Trzvancore, as  thsy  s ta r ted  

?!j,ratin(: i r  t'uee~;. puts by the ear ly .. years cf Ninete:.inth ceniury. 

kkv. f i lg le tauba ,  the f i r s t  Protes tant  missionary t o  evangelize i n  

,!I &ravanhore, s t a t e d  a school in t!;e villa.@? of flylaudy i n  1'30 p- . d i s  ' 

- 
~ d ~ ~ c o t i - ~ . : . .  1 .. 4-i.vltJ.c,s i:x$endei :; c t h s r  v i l i w e s  as well,- shown in tzble . 
T:<,dc.rin& id;: tenure hers.  Z t  w a s  followed up by h i s  successors who 

~pcr::tei sli over Southern Travzu~core under the aegis of the IJ'IS: 

Table a: Nwber ef School bovs in di f fe ren t  Conareaations - h e t e s t a a t  

Piissinn (I;$s) - ~ ' ravmcore .  1815 

--- -------- -------- 
Strength of t he  -a~ of 

PJse rf t l ~ i  Con&rrr:akion Congregation Scb.001 boys 
I-.--- ---------- -- ------A 

TOTAL 747 188 
.- -. -------- ---.-.--. 
jm.:.e~ .",I~'lil'~h riistcxy: ( 1 9 ~ 5 j ,  p.20) - - 



Like t h e i r  Catholic predecessors, Protes tant  missionaries a l so  

concentrated t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  among two sections of the population - lower 

3f castes  and Syrian Christians - on the  former f o r  converaio and the 

l a t t e r  f o r  fvcorrectionlt.w Of the two important Protestant  agencics that 

operated in Nineteenth century Traran~ore ,  the  CPE %concentrated i n  

Central an$ North Travancore and among Syrian Christians - a t  l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y  

w - and the LMS win South Travancore and vnong Shanars and other lower castes. 

For both t h e i r  purposes, educational a c t i v i t i e s  were prerequisites.  There- 

fore,  we f ind  t h a t  r i g h t  from the beginning Protestant  missionaries keen on 

both T h e ~ l o g i c a l  and higher education ad well aa general and primary education. 

Most prominent among the educational i n s t i t u t i o n s  founded by the 

missionaries were the 'Seminariesy (boarding high schoolr;) a t  Kottayam (1816) 

and Nagercoil (1819). Besides these two, other high schools were established 

in the first ha l f  of the  century i t s e l f ,  in Neyyonr, Santapuram and Parasala 

in the South and Mavelikkaza and AlLeppe'JT i n  the 1 1 o r t h . ~  Various primary 

schools l inked t o  these i n s t i t u t i ons ,  a lso aprang up all over South, Central 

and North Trtlvancore as shown in  tablo X. 



I" q h l e  X: ?u:i)e2 *f Sc.ho-1s and Jtuc'-cnts 1;r,2ir Frotr.~t:r.t i,:iscionarx 
u i i : s  - Sc-le-t  ~;,..??:: b. t l ; ~  i:inetecr-c% c2r.hr.v 

-."- ...-..--- ." .....- ----- ------ ----------- 
L.iri.S C.X.S. 

. . Slutherr, 'Dr?.vrmore Nortnern Travancorv 
;" f .T 

ST~OOi,S SrmDXrJTS SCHOOLS STUCENTS 
---.----,-....-. -----------.----- ----- 

(Source: E i m  Ddton:  (1963 end E.J.JeNa.s: (1975)~ and V.Nag.gam .iiya: 
(16~4)~ Ch.m, Pp.149-151. 

An in.Lcreetin$ :.BW,C 1 cf e a r l y  missionmy schrcls ,  w a s  th-.t, though 

tilcre %as 2 r?:z~y accent on r e l i g i r u s  subjects ,  t h e . k  sy l l ab i  ?i.d. i~wt; 11sg1.ect 

secular subjects  dtogeti-.er . .Rev.Mead, *ne of tne- lexdirx pioneer LIB 

IIisslonzxios , ~ a r n t e  t he  following, z lput  . the & j e c t i ~ c =  of the Nagercoil 

.loo/ Seri~inary. "The great ob j e b t  hf t h i s  .school .is the c o : . d c a t i o n  of 

Htll.igious .md ~+ssful (emphasis m i n e )  ho.ilt.dge. When a boy l e m c c  the 

Semir,asy .+.e &-all bt: able t o  say; .. from a chi2d thy. has h r w n  the  k10W 



scriptures, which a e  itble t o  mcke thee wise i n t o  sdv;lt:.on. The ner;t 

object  of i.he . ins t i tut ion i t :  l i t e r ~ t u e  a1ci lari&x:ge t o  bc. extended as 

far as our ;x:culiar c i r c m ~ t ~ c e s  w i l l  adnit". In  th.j.5 resxjcct the CMS 

w i z s  zot  vely d i i l e r c n t  from t h e  JJE. The ohjuctives of t!le piorleer nission- 

sz ies  i n  a s t a b l i s t i ~ ?  the CZilS school i n  Rotta;ya, m.d of Col .?~fl.lr,ro in 

su;3pocting them, ruere, amon& other things: (a)  "the r3:li~ltenar:ce m6 

e~ l i~sa t ion  of young nen f o r  the  -"riestilood, md a s  schocl ~ s t - . r r ; ,  ;md. r . l s ~  

t o  educate jouth in gsrieral i.e., t l ~ e  l a i t y ,  t o  the  greates t  possible 

extent" and (b) t o  provide an education which would be i n  the Syriac, &la- 

yal<m, and English languages and wodd contain ari thmetic,  genigaphy e t c ;  

cad abo>.e a l l  2 sound system of thcolo&x. As a r e su l t ,  the sy l l ab i  of the 

CNIS Grammm Schoal at Kottaaym in 1034 showed the following pa t te rn  as  given 

i n  the schem. 

--l----l_l_--l_--_-__-------------------- 

Language 1st C l a s ~  I lnd Clase I I I r d  Class 

T e s t m h  , Watt ' s 2nd 
1W.ayaJ.m cateoheism, Geokraphy 

:.lalaylam, Arithroetic 
and wri t ing 

English Bible with transla- 
t i o n  in Malayalam, 
Roman History with  
Translation, Arith- 
metic and Grammar 

Amarakosan and 
Sanskrit  G r a m  

' I l e~ taen t ,  Gititt8s One of the Gospels, 
l o t  catecheism, ca.techeisrn, I.!ala- 
Malayalain, k i t h -  ydm,  Tables 
metic and Geography 

Testament with tm~i-  
s l a t i o n  i n t o  Fala- Spelling Book 
y d m ,  Ari thaet ic  
and out l ines  of 
G~slmlar 

Amarakosam 1 s t  
Par t  Elements 

(~ource r  CPB 1835: ICRA P q t  I, App.XX, pp.. 114-1 15) 



L L rt. k ~ r : .  te:rci.in? serul:;.:~ subjects,  tn2 missionary sc!lools chose 

!;. l:i.:.-.l-:p, qr! Troiil a.s the meZisum nf k-s t ruc t ion  also. Tliis cnoice 1m3t 

. , ;::iw bei!n ."ilk xes~i l i .  o:: t h e i r  d:isi2i: t c  ?x.ech a s  m y  people possible, 

-.:it;. :'-vi;. :~o;s~..:l .. . messs .ge~  Ref l ~ x t i n g  t F i s  concern a mi:;sionarg source 

ex;:lni:lt::: t-1:-t " \c~nnml i r s  i s  tne mediun; f o r  the f i r s t  four  c lasses  in a l l  

o ~ . :  s c l ~ c ! ~ l s  rind t&se  f o r z  "rlij.ss~'s ere our ordinary elemt~ltary schools. 

Liejwnd tius, edLication was carr ied on ck ie f ly  i n  English a?& f o r  the acqui- 

~ . i t i i i ~ ~  of hgl.ish." The CPiS miss ia iar ies  established a t ra in ing  school 

in kovalil;li,rc arcma 1657 t o  t r a i n  school masters and cate-chists. Tne 

.ct.-~ir3n ,:!ivcn f c r  tne vcntune was tha t  they found t h e i r  counterp+vts in 

.:;.r:s bein& :nor% successful i n  thc?2c work with the help of Tamil Readers 

Sc,hooia?~.sters, i g h ~  were t rz ined i n  a simi1.a i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  Palayanr 

1 u' 
c~t;.!~: LDr com:itti:~eni of' at l e a s t  some nissionarien t o  verr~acular  educ- 

~ t i c n  i n  .rcflocted :in the arp.zment e q r e s s e d  in  a.UG d 6 c ~ e n t  of early 

i - ; th,:,t, " s i f i ,~o . .  . . . . .:kie :;elf deve'lopment and s e l f  expan- 

sion rf :: ~;*c.<!lc.. . . . . . (is the o'o ject  of education). . . ..for such develop- 

fit--nt t!jr; of vt;rnncular a s  z mediun of education seems t o  be tho f i r s t  

requisite.  18 .Xiu 

I > l h e  only obstacle t he , : n i a s iowies  hid t o  face in ear ly  yems cf 

tizir cr~rle:;vour was the w a n t  of tex t  boolis. For instance in  the words of 

Brv. Piead, "ide have elementary books t o  t r ans l a t e  and p r in t  before we b&ve 

&v.?r, the m ~ t e r i d s  neces::arjr t o  put t h i s  plan in to  0 p e ~ t h n L 1 .  Tk*s 

pmblam was solved t o  some extent  in e a r l y  Nineteenth centcry with the 
. .. 

l'ieli. of South Indi& Chr'istian School book Society wana in the  . serond 

h d f  nf thc. century with the help of TravmcorB *ext Book Cornittee. 



hr ident ly  there was a c lear  perception among e a r l y  Pcotestant.missi- 

onaries t h a t  educational work i s  a necessary prerequis i te  f o r  t h e i r  r e l i -  

gious work. Again Bev.Mead wmte in December of 1844: m"h'e have no 

reason t o  regret .  Without t h i s  branch  d ducat ion) of our work, preaching 

would not be practicable i n  many places ...... The establishment of a, school 

a t  one of the  v i l l ages ,  had led  t o  the adul t  population t o  l i s t e n  t o  

ins t ruc t ion  and t o  a t tend publio worship". The f e a r  of Christ ian 

children being influenced by Hindu teaching w a s  a l so  behind t h i s  concern 

f o r  education. The same l e t t e r  says t h a t  "If we had not such a college 

( ~ a ~ e r c o i l )  all our br ightest ,  most i n t e l l i g e n t  Chris t ian boys would be 

scat tered about in Hindoor Schools. (Our schools has) t o  adequately 

shleld  and train our youth i n  the midst of a heathen people". 

In  e f f ec t ,  the  missionaries, f o r  the purposes of p r ~ s e l y t i z a t i o n ,  

to  ward Christ ian students from Hindu influences and a l s o  f o r  the 

purposes of extending education, h ~ r e  ac t ive  i n  the  f i e ld .  From 

circumstances of the  times, one should presume tha t  more lower oaste 

students made use of these sohools than upper caste students. In a 

peribd when government schools were not  admitting lower caste  students, 

and the indigenous schools were a lso closed t o  them, t o  have had these 

missionary schools f o r  t h e i r  education w a s  de f in i t e ly  a blessing. 

I n  f a c t  education of the lower oastes  - both Ezhavq and Shanax 

as well  a s  of "slave" castes  - were an exclusive preserve of missionary 

schools till the government came i n t o  the f i e l d  by the end of Nineteenth 

century. A s  e a r ly  as  1839 the missionaries are reported t o  have prepared 

I' a plan f o r  the emancipation and education of the chi ldren of s laves  in 

Cochin and Travancore". They not only s ta r ted  separate schools f o r  

lower oaste  children but a l so  admitted them in regular  schools. Two of 



7 - tkic ~ c z - - ; :  -.i. i n  . . . . ~j:. - , :  : ;1-.s.i.; cl,l;l&en bere i n  Alleppey - 
:.t>:xi:xcl !>J j:::n.~ orton ii? 1835 - ::nti ic K?ttzy,m., s ta r ted  by B;:v.Eenry Bzker 
:L/ 

Sr.- h tllr .3nu::l5 R,::v.I~:<;rd s t a t e d  a school fo r  k l s ~ i a s  2nd also fzve 

%onct.:xy i . n r i n t i ~ e s  in tilt foxn of ?>:diti.cn t o  t !-~ s d s s i t s  (one a ,  for  

f:?ch ' s law ' '~bg and onr> *rid a tJc..73 .- Lf=z!:! -- .- .. - f o r  ,:very 'slave ' &i?l) of 

. . - .  . 
T;: cCC!*F: :;: I ::::~.nk: lower msi;e cn?-l.l'-.,n to scho2ls.- Within one year of 

introducinr t h i s  schirie - i n  the 1840s - IOOC ' s l a ~ e '  children are reported 

t o  have b t ~ r ~  broue;ht i n to  Christ ian School; i n  the Neyyoor r i g ion  alone. 

Xnothr:r s rea  i n  which i.iissionxcies wrrc r%ctive, w 2 s  t h ~ t  of female 

i:duca-tion. The f i r c t  g i r l ' s  school (of thc! 'modern' type) i n  the  S ta te  

w s s  s t a t ex i  by  P;lrs.Baker ah? Ibirs.Fenn, b o ~ h  wives rf missiunaxies, i n  

t t :  l ? , l E .  I>,irs.I*iea.i, ,?;ot1!er n i s s i o x r y  wife s t a r t ed  a school 

ir. iizgercnil i n  1819. lhS::: *,ere f;llocred by several  such schools in 

differcct; . - , :.I: -'*:. T-, :nrqnct,. f e m a l ~  edl~cation, 2. ,namphlet 

sn t i t l ed ,  ":.?I -+;he Adv:mtages nf Ee!. : .le Edu~at ion" was 3r inted as Tract 

No.31 nf the: TXS Press :it Nzgtrccil . a d  wos ?.istributed f r e f  by the 

r . . issioncxi~?.  The " L i t e i t i ~  - Born - Ju l ia -  Knill" :~11ools i n i t i a t e d  by 

Reo.I?e:d i n  ileyyrror were ii~s-znt f o r  g i r l s ;  £roil :mion{; whom two each from 

every school was s s p c i a l l y  tr:.ined t? 50 and start g i r l ' s  schools in 
* 

tiifferent villa(?es. An a. rk su l t  of the:* concerted a . c t i v i t i e s  there were 

15 g i r l s  schools 2nd. 361 6 , i r l  students ;n Soutk:e~m region d o n e ;  by 1837. 114/ . 
F,e number of g i r l s  i n  Southern m i s o i o m y  schools increised t o  998 hy 

1640 and t o  1469 by 1857. Memwhile i-~ the' North there  were 444 g i r l s  i n  

GiS scnools by 1857. & .  

C '  In  ~ r . i t e  of dl these e f f r r t s  f e m l e  education w a s  nsver a roaring 

succtss. UnL reason coulr! havc been the l imited ~ b j e c t i v e s  of the mission- 

c r i e s  themsc'lves . 116/ In ony case, t r r o u ~ h o u t  the century, there  were 



r o l  i a n  i s  : . -'!ltx&ori?, as ?;to zs 1506, rnissio 

::ay sources laented t i ~ a t  "it i u  disa.p?ointing t o  note the small number of 

i,irls in 60 .;e of tne sck;oolsl'.-- Yet, even the l imited -her were note- 

worthyr con3:dering the fwt t k z t  ncat of them would -have b ~ e n  from lm.rer 

c::.stes, tk.,:. lnost unecI7.uxrteci %<?::tion of the popuiation. 

I ' t c i~ : .~cs l  t r s in -  %.as iilso 1.4 :-ts::t. which ,w.s i n i t i a t e d  by the mission- 

xcies. A school of inriustry bes stc-cted i n  N:l.gercoil i n  1620, f.ollowed by 

several  such schools elsewhere. Subjects taught i n  these schools inclu- 

Zed, pr int ing,  book-binding, tmiq -ad currying of lea thar ,  etc. For 

g i r l s ,  t r a i h i y  in  lace  mL~ing and embroidary work was provided. 

So it w a s  in  the areso of lower caste  education, female education and 

technical t ra ining,  all areas  nersected by the t r ad i t i ona l  system, and 

?ireas not yst t&en ug by gcvenument, t h a t  misslonariss were erigagea in. 

in t h e i r  e f fo r t s  they were ascistc: by the  Travanccre gove~nment. -,Not only 

f o r  tkic ir ' S s ~ ~ i n a r i e s '  b2.t zlao ir;r ii:~ wr.o~e edL?cational elPforts, 

including the primary schools, government a id  w a s  forthcominc. The 

a s s i s t a r~ce  f ron  goverment was indeed a great  help t o  the  Miotiions, par t i -  

cu l a r ly  f o r  the UViS which was not z very &fluent organization. The mmain 

influence behind these g r m t s  or ig ina l ly  was ~ v i d e n t l y  t h a t  of Col.Numo, 

n zeslous Cixistinn, who viewed missionar;~ educ:x.tion as z means of 

'mg l i c i z ing '  Iridia, m d  thus a prerequis i te  f o r  the consolidation of 

3 r i t i s h  power. A s  e a r l y  as 1C13 1.Iunro asked f o r  a repor t  on the edu- 

cat ional  ~ c t i v i t i e s  of the LHS tad enquired whether they w i i i  require 

any f inancia3 support. This resul ted i n  the  grant of 61 Cottcahs of paddy 

l a d  f o r  the aziS, which was l z t e r  extended. Similarly,  the funds f o r  

,:!stablishing tile CMS College came from the in t e r e s t  of a sun of money 

(~s .  10,500) invested i n  the C o m m ' s  .bonds s which or ig ina l ly  was reueived 

by ~ > : ~ ~ a u l i l j r - i ~ ~ ~ o ~ s  predecessor - f r o n  the Trmancore Governm?nt as  



recompence f o r  ' a c t s  of o p ~ r e s s i o n . c o m i t t e d  against  the Syrian Christians. Jfd 
Besides, the  C%S received thc Munro i s land  - 7 miles i n  circumference -from 

the  government by the && cizted 5 t h  lsiakaram, 994 ME, (1 81 9 A.D.) 122/ 

P!unrofs personal i n t e r e s t  in giving jnbs i n  government, and in 

B r i t i s h  establishments (including missionary establishments) t o  Syrian 

Clvlistians and Christ ians converts, must hdve a t t r ac t ed  some students t o  

missionary schools. Munro invi ted missionaries to  send "such Syrian as  

want employment" a d  f ~ v o u r e d  them with appointments to  various positions 

including t h a t  of juciges. Insp i te  of such e f fo r t s  at l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y  

rnest of the students from CW 'college'  went back t o  t h e i r  t r ad i t i ona l  

l ivelihood o r  found employment with t he  missionaries themselves ac shown 

i n  Table XI .  

Table X I :  C lass i f ica t ion  of Students in CMS College. Kottavam 1816-1835, 

according t o  Occupation 

(a)  Employed. in the Service of the Mission or  
deriving S ~ p p o r t  i1-. any way d i r e c t l y  o r  
i nd i r ec t ly  from Missionaries 

(b) I n  government service N i l  

( c )  Obtaining a l ivel ihood from independent services 58 

(d) Employed in Trivandrm (1 as an Usher in a school 
,and 2 as  Munchies of Europeans) 3 

(e) Dead 10 

The Negercoil Cornin-., LJ 1 i . 1  1 ) , . ~ . . 7 ' . ~ ; . -  - I . . a , l r . u ~ . ,  I iko N S ~ , ~ , , ,  pj1lni and 

Ran Row who rose up t o  become Dewans of t he  State.  ~ u t  2. s t ra tegy of 

higher caste  people to  Chxisti.anj t,y th-r.<.neh EP,.c~ i ..&, nr~.. . .-  ~ 1 .  -. 



and government service ,  w a s  e i t he r  not followee~ o r  was not very successful 

here. Throughout the f i r s t  half of the  century, CMS missionaries are 

reported t o  have had not  more them t en  converts from among the m. la./ 
In f a c t  the missionaries f e l t  that "the heathens of t h i s  caste are  the 

chief opponents, t o  t h e  spread of chr is t iani ty" .  Government jobs could 

not have been used t o  a t t r a c t  converts from higher cas tes  i n  ~ r a v m c o r e ,  

since they In any oase would have got such jobs, under the  Hindu Royal 

government. 

'we preceding review of Protestant  missionary e f f o r t s  i n  the f i e l d  

of education, Srings f o r t h  ce r t a in  s ignif icant  points. F i r s t  of a l l ,  they 

provided more c r  l e s s  the only recourse t o  modern education in many par ts  

of the S%ate, i n  the  first half of the  century. These missionary schools 

grow up alonp s ide  and not as  subs t i t u t e s  t o  the indigenous schools. Even 

i f  the  missionaries had reservat ior-  about the indigerous system they could 
4 

not have adversely inflruenced them; given the f a c t  t ha t  they had t h e i r  own 

c l i e n t i l e  and t h a t  the  government did not take a policy unr'avourable t o  them. 

w i th  t h e i r  involvement in ve rnacha r  education, missionary achools must 

have made considerable contributions t o  opread'of mass l i teracy.  Besides 

a l l  t h i s  we should spec ia l ly  take note of t h e i r  contributions to female 

and lower caste  education - sectors  lz rge ly  neglected by government as  well 

as  t he  t r ad i t i ona l  system. 

Developments i n  the  Ssoond. half of the Nineteenth Centurt 

a 

It i s  i n  the second half of the century t h a t  education in l'ravancore 

r e a l l y  expvded; and it r e a l l y  acquired the cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of a 'modernt 

system. To be remembered in t h i s  context i s  the f a c t  'that al l  over India, 

the  indigenous system of education was c m b l i n g  down leaving a large gap in 



the educational t r ad i t i ons  of the Indian people. It i s  t h i s  gap tha t  

wzs being bridged by a 'modern' educational system i n  Travancore and else- 

where. The fac tors  t h a t  made Travancore's e f f o r t s  i n  t h i s  d i rec t ion  

comparatively more successful  than e f f o r t s  elsewhere, r equ i r e s  explax t ion .  

In 1864-65, as noted e a r l i e r ,  "the pupi ls  under ins t ruc t ion  in a l l  

the pr ivate  schools i n  the country," including missionary schools,were 

estimated t o  be around 40,OO). This posi t ion of the  indigenous school 

system could not have remained i n t a c t  f o r  long. Witn the impressive growth 

in number of government schools and pr iva te  schools receiving grant-in-aid, 

there were more ou t l e t s  f o r  acquiring education. A s  a r e s u l t  the proportion 

of students acquiring education in indigenous system alone might have 

decreased. More s ign i f ican t ly ,  in the second half of th6 Nineteenth century, 

demand f o r  education s t a r t ed  sh i f t ing  a w i f r o m  t rz in ing  within a s t r i c t l y  

t r ad i t i ona l  curr icula  of the  indigenous school, f o r  reasons t* be explained 

l a t e r .  This a lso meant t ha t  more parents s ta r ted  sending t h e i r  children 

t o  'modern' schocls, in addi t ion t2 the  indigenous scilools. 

Against t h i s  ba,cQroylld, waa the  f a c t  t h a t  the T r a v ~ c o r e  government, in 

t h e i r  scheme f o r  educational development, attempted t o  'upgrade' the  indigenous 
< 0 J 

schools and integrate  them in to  the 'mod$m' educational system. The integra- 

of indigenous schools seems t o  have been done i n  two ways. One was t c  

leave the realm of the most elementary education, preparatory t 3  the en t ry  

into modern system, t o  the indigenous schools, end schcols &ail= t u  them 

run by the missionaries.dl'he other method was t o  rev ise  both the content 

md method of teaching i n  these schools so a s  t o  bring them within the 

xrview cf the  formal system as  gr-ant--in-aid schools. A s  ea r ly  as 1867, 

:he Director  of V~rnacu la r  Education wrote in one of the  e a r l i e s t  repor t s  

,n h i s  department, tlut " in  view t o  s a t i s f y  the demand ( f o r  admission i n t a  

.he Central School at Trivandrum) it w a s  thought desirable t o  make the 



private  schools in the 'Pawn wassirnilate t h e i r  system of teaching t o  

that pursued in the S i r c m  schools and thus render them capable of useful  

1 0  instructionn.-I/~hat such an objective w a s  maintained throughout the 

century and well i n t o  ear ly  &ent ie th  century, is evident f r o m  the f z c t  

that the  Dewan of Travancore in 1908 observed the f a l l  i n  number of unaided 

(p i a l )  schools and the r i s e  i n  the  number of aided schools as  an "encouraging" 

development, r s  it was an indicat ion t h a t  "a la rger  number of i n s t i t u t i ons  

a r e  endeavouring t o  conform t o  the r u l e s  so a s  to  deserve recognition and aid 

from the  Sircar". Given the  f a c t  tha't the government's primary in t e r e s t  

was i n  development of vernacular education, it could not have overlooked 

the po ten t ia l  of the indigenous system, i n  t h i s  f i e ld .  

Le t a i l s  of the ac tua l  implementation of the scheme f o r  upgrading and/or 

integcating indigenous schools t o  the  modern system are  not available. 

After whatever e f f o r t s  at integrat ion t h a t  the government did, a t  the end of 

t h s  century we f ind  the largr-st percentac$ of teachers without proper quali- 

f i ca t ions ,  teaching in the pr ivate  unaided schools most of which were off- 

shoots of indigenous schools. (see t ab l e  XII) 

Table X I 1  : Distr ibut ion of Teachers with Different Levels of Qualifications 
i n  t h e  Schools under Different  Managements. Travmcore 1900-01. 

(percentage) ---- i------------ 

Teachers with Government Pr ivate  Aided Private unaided 
schools Schools Schools 

Professional Cer t i f ica te  
o r  a Spcial  Degree 21.2 56.9 21.8 

General Qualifications 8.8 35.9 55.2 

No Qualifications 2.3 8.4 9.2 
-- - - --- 

(source: RAT: (1900-01) Ch.VI1, ~ . 6 1 )  



Nevartheless there  a r e  reasons -to believe tha t  it had been imple- 

mented f a i r l y  well i n  the second half of the century. I n  1891, the Census 

of tha t  year found that around 1300 indigenous schools existed i n  the 

s t a t e  with about 50,OGO students studying i n  them. Besides these there 

w .  seems to  have been another 500 indigenous schools, ~ s t u n a t e d  by the 

Proverthev School Cornittee of 1892 t o  be catering t o  around 15,000 

students. (see Table XIII) This means almost doubling of the enrolment 

nf students i n  indigenous schools from 1864-65. But with  the expansion 

of t h e  'modern' school system in Travancore, the indigenous 'schools were 

a~commodating~only around 50 per cent of o.11 students. 

Table X I I I :  Dintribution of Students i n  d i f fe ren t  types of Vernacular 

Schools, 3 892:- Es t imates  of ..$&-Proverthy Schools 

Committee 

---- - - _ - - - -  
Nominal Ac tud  Percentage 

Type of School No. of 
RO1' attendance of 

Schools of 
(a) 

students 
Students --------- ----- 

Proverthy ((Govt. primary) 187 8,475 9,996 12 

Di s t r i c t  ( ~ n v t .  middle and 
High schools) 

Grant-in-aid 1225 51,556 51,556 64 

Private (Indigenous) 500 15,000(b) 15,000 19 

Ncte: (a) The number of students in Proverthy md D i s t r i c t  schools reported - 
t o  the  Conmittee w a s  found t o  be underestimates. When the  e s t i -  
mates f o r  28 schools were cross-checked, they were founcl t o  d i f fe r  
at a r a t i o  of 1655: 1966, between Nominal Rol l  number and actual  
attendance. This r a t i o  was used t o  revise  the  estircates t o  get  
actuzl  attendance. 

(b) The f igures  r e l a t i n g  to  Pr ivate  Schools are  only approximate. 

(source: "Proverthy Schools Committee - Providional Report", in CSF No.13399, 
GAD (E) Rs. 



This would mean that far from being destroyed i n  thc c;&e of the 

rising modern system, the indigenous system eontlnued t o  serve the cause 

of education in the second half of the Nineteenth century, ccmplenenting 

the 'new' schools. The s h i f t  t o  modern schools happened only mong those 

sections of the population who aspired f o r  posi t ions  in the administration 

and i n , t h e  European plantation and trading companies.& The r e s t  of the 

po ten t ia l  students seems t o  have remained with the indigenous system. This 

-I 
is perhaps r e f l ec t ed  i n  the  observation of the Frwer thv  Schools Committee- 

that the r i che r  c lasses  go t o  ProveAhy (government) Schools while pocrer 

students a t tend indigenous ochools. Another poss ib i l i t y  i s  tha t  indigenous 

schools were resor ted t o  even by those students who aspired f o r  govc;rmlent 

and company j e b s f o r  the most.elementary education. 

Moreover, the modern schools were held i n  suspicion by the more 

t r ad i t i on  - bound sect ions  of the people. While missionary schools l i ke  

the Nagercoil Seminary suffered " in  consequence nf vague rumors of a lum 
w 

created by ignorant folks  who misintrepretcd i t s  object", even government 

vernacular schools - i n  which "education was conducted accordiw t o  the 

English systemw~ wwas not spared such'suspicions. The R e ~ o r t  of the 

Vernacular Education D e ~ a r t i e n t  fo r  ME 1044 wmentions how "the people 

rf Vycome had been labouring under a wrong impression regarding the chara- 

c t e r  of the  ins t ruc t ion  given i n  the Vernacular schools . . ... (imagining). . . 
t h a t  the books used, t reated of matters c d c u l a t e d  t o  undermine the Hindoo 

rGligiont' . Theref ore, indigenous schools would have continuel! t o  a t t r ac t  

sizeable number of st i l lents u n t i l  even the most tradition-minded of the 

parents were forced t o  sent? t h e i r  children t o  modern schools, 'thich could 

have happened only much l a t e r .  



From the preceding review we iiiay conclude t h a t  jus t  as in the f i r s t  

half of the Nineteenth century, ,the indigenous education system, did contri- 
. . 

bute a sizeable base of educated o r  l i t e r a t e  popula.tion on which the modern 

system could build fu r the r  on, in the second half as well. Moreover, in 

''%lie second half of t'nt century, i n sp i t e  of the f u l l  fledged development 

of the rnodern system, the indiglenous system survived, e i t h e r  ex is t ing  

side by s ide with the modern system o r  integrated in to  the l a t t e r  in the 

form of "private unaided schools", and strongly supplementing the e f for t s  

of the  modern schools. Both these f ac to r s  helped t o  prevent a break in  

the . educa thafL- t rac l i t ions  of the  people of the S t a t e ,  and thereby contri- . . 

buted considerably ' to  the comparatively high r a t e  of l i t e r a c y  i n  Travancore, 

in the Nineteenth century. 

Governmtntal Intervention in Education 

I n  the secomi hzli '  of the Nineteenth century the government school 

system exp:aded qui te  considerabl~ I n  t he  1%60s, urider the administration 

of Dewan S i r  T.Madhava Rao (1862-1874) the Travancore government entered 

s ignif icant ly  in to  the f i e l d  of education. Though the S i rcar  school system 

was of very l imited proportions &t the time of h i s  assuming respons ib i l i ty  

a s  Dewan, Madhava Rao m 
gave shape t o  a f a i r l y  m~b i t ious  education policy. 

'The main th rus t  of t h i s  policy was t o  apgropriate-at.-once, every y e a ,  a 

sun of iis.20,000/- towards the establishment of Vernacular Schools in the 

d i s t r i c t s ,  t o  be conducted on a sould plan. 

The comprehensive plan f o r  educational development envisaged by Madhavm 

Rao, had three major asgects. F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h 6  government undertook t o  

e s t ab l i sh  schools of i ts own. ,.Secondly, private agencies were t o  be encour- 

aged t o  start schools, through . l i b e r a l  grant-in-aid. Thirdly, indigenous 

schools were t o  be upgraded and integrated i n t o  the system. The main thrust  



of Yr.s T~-.$r?:i?ue rmfi the c~xp?.zzai?i~ af v ~ z i i a c f i l ~  education. In order t o  

f ao i ; i ? i ?~ :  1k-1-2 eqans l -n  of vernacular e d ~ c a t i 3 n ~ ~ . . g o v e r n m e n t  auspices, 

n ;eiin:.c .k.- Education Department was o r g a n i ~ e d  with  a separate Director 

zrLi two k:.-pectors f o r  the two regions in to  which the  S t a t e  was divided. 
w 

This 'dc?.arti?ient succeeded in s e t t i n g  up vernacular schools in d i f fe ren t  

pmt: CS ~.:e ::tate &I the 1860s i t s e l f .  

1 --. 2 :wt i . x l e r s  of Goverrrmcnt Vernacular Schools i n  Travancore, 
1866-69 

students teachers Da.te of Opening 
1868-69 1868-69 

?ri\.-,-<?: i, ' -c1 .,??. - August 1866 
-& .-:.. -, .; . , . - ,A  ,, . .--- -",. 270 9 

~L .. -.d. Nay 1867 64 3 
: . : : c  2 : ' :  . .I ~zndmm September 1866 - .  . . 30 1 
. . . ?-j7m.ir,d. 
. . April  1867' 

3 . -  .- . : 7,==,-.- ,,,- 
60 3 

y 1867 
. . j - . . - ;... 54 

r*- 1197 
3 

, . . . . .-z 90 4 
7 . .  7 
i 1.3-J?! .tf F- x; 57 (3 

> \  ch-r: 1,: L 
3 

t 1857 71 3 
September 1866 17 2 Q-5 LC :- 

!:>;>:.L~,:-:.~:!.~!. July 1867 68 2 
v: , .^ ,~~~ May 1867 40 3 
KO<-i :: ,. -1 Schco; . . 
Zran:??. 

65 3 
Januaxy 1868 46 2 

1 < d ~ . ~ : :  ,:m August 1867 70 3 
Icl~o-lrit.7, June -i 568 705 2 
Kottar lkma Ju ly  1868 12 1 
Karuna;-,a~~:~.lly January 1868 50 2 
KnrtigaJo L i : r  October 1867 76 3 
Mave1ikx.r.- October 1867 50 3 
Tiruval. La February 1868 76 2 
Kottar i~.:il.ayaJ.am School ' May 1868 90 3 
Nag2;-?.oc'::::;1 July 1869 62 2 
Patm.r,;i -. ,:: May 1869 34 1 
K l m r a t  h12 August 1868- 95 
Cl.~engz I .nx A u ~ s t  1868 . 108 3 

3 

A l l e p ~ c y  July 1869 49 
Kottayam May 1869 48 
Sherths.1la.i M a y  1867 44 

11" 
2 

P,?rx~.oor July 1869 48 1 - ,---- 

yL-,k.,. . . . . . : 25) 

( ' R e p z t  cf tne Vernac:z7.ar Education Dept. ME 1034', Com.No.65, from D i r .  
Vern.3rl.Tppt. MY 1@L3 ' , Co11mi.No.9, From Dir.Ver.Ed.Dept. t o  t h e  Dewan, 
t . t i  c ,  I jn "MI iuo .2YQr O ( E )  Ra . 



The compra!lensive scheme f o r  eclucational development i n i t i a t e d  by 

Madhava Rao, was consis tent ly  followed up through out the second haif of 

the century; a s  the  increasing trend i n  Vernacular schools and t h e i r  

admissions in Travancore, would show. (see Table XV) 

Table XV: Number of Vernacular Schools uld t h e i r  admissions in Travancore, 
1411: 

1865-66 t o  1904-02 

Year 
Vernacular Schools 
(Sircar  and ~ i d e d )  

1865-66 12 
1~66-67 

865 
20 

1867-68 
1383 

49 
1860-69 

3455 
48 

1869-70 
3639 

53 
1870-71 

'3075 
188 8064 

1871-72 216 8452 
1874-75 233 11466 
1879-80 598 29363 
1884-85 857 
1889-90 

45513 
979 47044 

1894-95 1606 82820 
1899-1900 1283 83058 
1904-1 905 ------ ------- 1483 99757 --------- ---- ------ ---- 
(source: Robin Je f f ry :  (1976)~  Ch.111, p.80) 

In 1877, a scheme l o r  s t a r t i n g  one school - more if necessary - i n  

eve ryp rove r th t  was put i n to  e f fec t .  Under t h i s  scheme, people of the 

l o c a l i t y  were t o  provide tha school building, upon which the government w i l l  

give a grv l t  of 1 fanam per pupil  f o r  teaching f a c i l i t i e s .  By 1881 the 

t a rge t  seems t o  have been almost achihved. Besides, in 1885, some of the 

government English Schools, es tabl ished in the f i r s t  half  of the century, 

and died down subsequently, were revived. In the meantime pr ivate  schools 

were a l so  expalding with the incentive of grant-in-aid. 



The ex-ansion in i,cv<:zfi-hen.c c iuc;..t;c:~l insi;i-tutions w:i.s supple- 

mented by the developncnt o i  :n adrj,.lu2te su]i!.nrt systein. To r t c t i f y  the 

problem faced by the  grolcing vl.?rnaculu' sckgol nyctem ir: finciing ndequa.te 

t ex t  books, a Book Conmittee wa.s organized in 1367, with tile charrce of 

prepmzing or ig ina l  or  t ransla ted t ex t  books. & Trzllslation; werc n:~de 

from both Sanskrit  and English. Between 1867 and 1872, 12 t i t l c s  were 

brought out by the Comittge. Sometime in the ln7Os the Coinnittee sc-ems 

t o  have ceased t o  function but it was rcvived i n  1883. Kerrxla V:~rina Vali<? 

t o i l  % m p u r ~ a  a leading poet and well known s c h o l a ,  was Ghzirmca or thc 

Coclmittee for  considerable number bf y e x q  a d  t!le learling f s rce  brl?inci i t s  

act ivi t ies .& A s  it has been poitlted out, ~ l 1 i k c 0 u g h  t l l i  v;rious c?,te:'.- 

gories,brought out under the auspices of the 3ook Cornnittee, a cons:::ol~.:ly 

planncd l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  juveniles \I& elso ;-mer:!in~. Thc grzde? t ex t  Looks 

were obvious, but perhaps not important, instmcep. ?,!ore s i  f, -nif i?&t !t re 

biographies jnd other categories". 

The d i s t r i bu t ion  of books issued by the Coi!hxitter ~ : . s  uri,-'.crt.?k~n 

by the  S i rcar  Book Depot, estet,lish;.(i ns cr*.rly 2s 1366. K r ~ v i e w  i n  ;.?te. 

Nineteenth century found tha t  from T, f in~.i~ii:::l point of vi$;x it k:*s b. ~ ' I I  

VWY successful and a s  regards i t s  public u t i l i t y  "it hzs......l~et . i  f .3 

w a n t " .  I n  the l i g h t  of t h i s ,  a. scheme was introduced in  125,: t c  ;t:& 

Branch Depots i n  Kottar, Kulithoray, Gnilon, Knvclikzra, Alle~!pcjr 

Parwc. The work of these agencies was great ly  a : ; s i ~ t c d  by -5i.c: i c . : : l  of 

the Government Press s e t  up in Trivan;Lrun in the 1840'9, as i c : l l  3s tk:i 

two presses founded by missionaries in Kottaym Lmd >!a<r&rc.?il. 

l a s t  q u s t e r  of the century, the numerous newspapers, pnricdic-1s ?,.I;.! 

l i t e r a r y  journals which appeared in i~rilayzldm gave ,P, i j r f :ut  i i  . , .~ i ius  t r  $ 1 : ~ :  

growth of education. &@/ 5 

Another imgortant su?~pcrt  service w2.s tile Xormal School f o r  tc;~:.ciier;!' 

t ra in ing ,  s ta r ted  i n  1865. This riev~loped ix to  a Te~cklers'  t,rr~inir.j: (:oile:c 

by 1889. As ear ly  an 1358 i t  was resorted tha t  j L  oct  of thc 57 "1-ast 7.; m n r :  
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'Jnde~asters" in goverm&nt Vernac..Lar schools, I d  k w .  in-this 

i n s t i t u t ~ d n .  J&/ 

I ,  : 3 .? . . c k  .?C;,j:ru;:~; nt::J intervention hL of 

education, :rcv~-:rmental espendi%u on t h i s  count i n c e a s e d  subst%ntiaTB 

as  shwin in tabie  .WI. This w&s mucQ t.iort. ao in. the  l a s t  cccade of the 

century ivhen i n  1391-92, the FYoverthv Sc>iool i l o r a i t t ~ e  recodended on 

the  one 'hwd, a reduction of' f-er; in so'cools an<! --tn ~ L E  ctk*~, opening 

51 new schccls i n  d i i f s r e n t  iroverthie&. w 

i' Tatlo XVI: Govdrriinerrt Expenciiiuro In  Ed~~cat ion.  trzvzncore 1 Fj'm 

Yc3x AIIIOU!~ (in Hupe~s,  l00Sk) - 

1'71-72 1.10 

1884-35 2 i8  

1094-95 595 

1904-@5 64 1 
-------- ----- 

(source: PRG X a i r s  1 0i f>ia i  p . y 2 2 ; ~ 2 . ' 7 . ~ )  

E'ollowing thc Gkmistim lpQSio?Ia2j.e!3, ,th; $;overnment d s o  entered. 

in to  t!le f i e l d s  of f e i i d e  ecu~'L;ic~. ,  fri.::hs~ aduc.lticn and very l a t e  i n  tM 

century, even in to  l5wcr caste.aducort.ion. The lerrrst g i r l s  s c h o ~ l  s t a t e d  

by govexw~enl was n t  ICarmiana b-.%l 1859. This was fnllowed 

1864 by the. Plalurajz':: Jk@Jish High Schonl f o r  girls.. Hevorts of- -the 
i i 

V e n a c u l a  Zducntion ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ t : ~ ~ . . - f ~ ~ > ~ - ~ 1 p 4 , $  and 1044 (1 868 an6 1869)claimd 

.tbzt tile Schcrol in Karzzm.s ha:; "oazned a good r€$nt.dti'nn". B1' success 

of this scllool seeme t o  hz.s~e oreatfd  s desir6  elsewhere a l so  t o  hzve girls' 

scliools. ky ti16 en2 of the century there were several  ejrls w - t ~ ~ . c ~ l ~  in 

tne Stkte  r n ~  b,v the  ~.ovsrrmi!t. 

Siiililr.rly t h j  <vver.llucnt entered the field ef higher educztiow as w@& 

,Fh*: I i ; l , j ~ ' u  Proc S~h~i7,.nl i r ~  ' V r i - i ~ n & ~ r o ~  becrmx a High School in It356 m d  w;as 



Eec+gPFzed w t.kL l b k n q i z ' s  College in 1869. m e e a ~ ~ t w  f cr 

the degree e - e w f  the . W a s  University. u%-the e& of the 

century *here =-an m e d a  College, a S b s k r i t  Wllege, A bu Cblle~e,  

a Wur#nls Ca&gs and a,!!2eacherZe Raihing College An !i"rivandrum r u r ~  by 

w the gov=medb 

A s  ear ly  as 1865,&dhava Fho, mooted the idea of a school fo r  

S a  end other bwer castes in Southern Travancore t h u g h , h i s  CFrcular 

190.2965, date& *-err 1865. T h i ~  proposal received reactlorn 

from the people uhm ha&amultad. . m e  one person f e l t  thatr wna good 

Anglo-Vernacular School, such as +he Sircat. would establish, woulh.directly 

be well taken advantage of by the castes fo r  whom it i n  proposed to  esta- 

blish it ....,( and that) .... as  maqy as 50 bays willing t o  pay 1 a per 

mensum would be ready a t  oncg,,to join any jhch school"; anq tb r  f e l t  *ha 
I 

a 
'a school for Shanars who do.not &ely & with etc. would prove a. 

failure". 

In m y  case,.govefiment Mes  net seem t o  have gone ahead with fhis 

scheme end lower carite childmn rernahed excluded from government ilchoola f o r  

the nreater part of-the Nineteenth century. ~n 8 l e t t e  to  the ~overrm~ent 

of Madras in April 18qO, Ballard,.?the then British +sided* mentioned, 

exclueion from government e e h o o l ~ a s  one of %he main disabi l i t ies  that lower 

caste people were sub jetted-to, in -%avancore. ~hough *e high aahool 

at l'rivandnun,was theoretically to  al l  cmtes, be puiated eut that not 

a aingle er fisherawn (not professing Christ~anity)  waa shady- 

ing t h e r a a t  that time. 158/ 

In 1871. there was once again a, suggestion- t o  open government schoole 

t o  1-r caste children. 39 2his -0 seema not to have ,a, in, e f f d .  



But by1895 . , t h e r e a r e  records mentic ing  "the repeated ?roclamations of the  

PIaharajqs t h a t  a l l  c lasses ,  without d i s t i nc t ion  of caste  o r  creed, may have 
160/ 

a c c q s  t o  public ins t i tu t ions"  and also tha t  a t  l e a s t  Ezhavas havving 

access t o  the  Maharaja's High School and College a t  Trivandrum and t o  two 

or  t h ree  D i s t r i c t  Schools. 

Government's e f f o r t s  in the  f i e l d  of eedoation w a s  considerebb 

by the end of the century. Schools run by Trnvancore government formed 

11.6 percent o f  a l l  the schools i n  the S ta te  and the  students studying 

i n  them formw 24.8 percent of the t o t a l  student population. 
w 

Expansion of Missionam Educational E f fo r t s  

I n  the  second half of the Ninetaenth century the pr ivate  agencies 

$*re a lso i n  the  f i e l d  qu i te  act ively.  Most important among them were the 

2hris t ian missionaries and the  loca l  Christians. 

On t he  base created in the f :st half of the Nineteenth century - 
when missionary in s t i t u t i ons  were a h s t  the only recourse t o  modern educa- 

tion - there  w a s a  massive expansion as  well  as d ivers i f ica t ion  of missionary 

2dqcational a c t i v i t i e s  in the  second hs.lf. A s  a l r e d y .  mentioned the d i v e r  

s i f ica t ion  - s t a r t ed  i n  the first half-  was mainly in to  female education, 

technical. t r a in ing  and education of the lower castes.  O f  these,  t h e i r  

contribution t o  lower caste  education w a s  commendable when we consider the 

fact t ha t  between 1875 a d  1891, the number of l i t e r n t e s  among ' ~ a t i v e  

Christ ians. 'who were predominantly lower ~ a s t e  converts, doubled. 162/ 

The growth of missionary education got a boost in the second half 

bf the century wi th  the of fe r  of grant-in-aid from the government. In f a c t  

P ibe rd  government a i d  - both i n  cash and in land - was avai lable  t o  mission- 

pry enterprismeven ear l ie r .  But most of the a i d  went mainly f o r  the two 



Seminaries i n  Kottayam and lbgercoil .  With the  introduction of grant-in- 

a id  in  1868-69,weven primary schools n*n by missionaries could look-up 

t o  governmental assistance. I n  1881, i n  the l i g h t  of increasing govern- 

mental expenditure on vernacular education, it was decided t o  encourage more 

af private enterpr ise  i n  t he  f i e l d  01 education. 

With the acceptance of grant-in-aid and the r e l a t ed  governmental 

supervision, the predominance of re l ig ious  matters in missionary schools 

had t o  be curtailed.  With the  grant-in-aid scheme, a special 'Inspector 

was Qpsted f o r  schools receiving aid. One of t he  conditions f o r  giving 

grant w a s  t h a t  the school should adopt t he  same course of ins t ruc t ion  and 

books followed i n  government schools. Teachers i n  aided schools were 

given t r a in ing  in  those subjects they were def ic ien t  in, a t  the government 

Normal school, during holidays. I!&/ In s t i t u t i ons  with a predominantly 

re l ig ious  curriculum were not e l i g ib l e  f o r  grants. 166/ 

The general standard of missionary schools, both in terms of subjects 

covered and books used seems t o  have improved. Moreover a well-knit organi- 

zation. with High Schools i n  major towns and primary schools in v i l lages  

around and linked t o  these High Schools, a l so  was developed. Missionaries 

themselves endeavoured t o  upgrade t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i ons  so a s  t o  conform t o  

t he  requirements s e t  by the gwernment. Basis standards were s t ipulated 

f o r  admission t o  the high schools. Teachers with "superior education" l&/ 

were employed t o  regular ly  inspect v i l l age  schools and t o  superrrise t h e i r  

functioning so as t o  rnake the students coming put of them adequately pre- 

pared f o r  admission t o  the high schools. Pract ices  such as allowing the same 

teacher to  teach students upto th i rd  o r  fou r th  standard were stopped at 

the instance of the government. 



Besides the  Protestant missionaries, Syrian Christ ians a l so  made 

s ignif icant  contribu+ions t o  educational development i n  Nineteenth century 

Travancore. Among them, it was the non-Catholic Syrians who entered the 

f i e l d  of modern education f i r s t ,  in associat ion with the missionaries, 

par t icu la r ly  the CMS. Their collaboration with CMS, i n  modern education 

paid off i n  terms of lucra t ive  jobs in companies as  well a s  t h e  governments 

T h i s  prompted them t o  send more of t h e i r  chi ldren t o  schools and also to 

start schools of t h e i r  own. 

We have e a r l i e r  noted how Col. k o  favoured non-Catholic Syrians 

with appointnente i n  government and how Syrian youth, t ra ined i n  and 

IMS S c k ~ o l c  got lucrat ive jobs in trading companies. But t he  close colla- 

boration between the Syrian church znd the C2IS came t o  an end around 

1835-40. Then the Syrian church t ~ o k  exclusive control of the  famous 

Kottayam Seminary. A t  the  time r '  the s p l i t  with mi-;sionaries a section 

of the  Syrian Ckaucch took favourably t o  Ang1ic.m persuasions i n  general 

and t h i s  l ed  t o  the  or igins  of a new church, the  Reformed Syrian Church 

o r  the M a r  Thaw Church. It i s .  i n t e r e s t i ng  t o  observe t h a t  the  e n s u m  

r iva l ry  between %he two groups of Syrian C h r i s t i a n s  got most intensely 

re f lec ted  in 3 competition t o  start more schools. 168/ By the end of the 

century we f ind  the Syrian Orthodox Church reg is te r ing  a soc ie ty  under 

the Companies Act t o  manage and coordinate t h e i r  educational ac t iv i t i e s .  w 
--- - --- A 

+ Tliis term describes indigenous chr i s t ians  who were not converted by 
Western missionaries. 



A l l  t h i s  while the Catholic Syrians were comparztively inactive i n  the 

f ie ld  of education. Evidently, the Syrian Christians l ike  any other cornmunit 

of some means, had access to  education the traditional system. The 

early CS?S missionaries found a t  least  two schools being =.by the non- 

Catholic Syrians around Kottayam, when they f i r s t  arrived. According to 

early Jesuit  sources,Ariyiliruth, the ritudl associated with the beginning 

of schooling, was common among the Syrians. xw 
The Portugese Jesuits  and Italian- h e L i t e s  -who came t o  hold away 

over the administration of -Catholi& fbm?the Sixteenth century, did not 

have any real  interest in modem education, particularly English education. 

For Jesuits and Carmelites. F : n g l i s h . m e  i t se l f  was associated with 

the Anglican rebellion agakst.Roman Catholic supremacy in h o p e .  Tkis 

has resulted in only a few Catholic children seeking modern education a% 

that time. %E. MS Garznzr schodl at -httayam.Fn 1834 had just one 

Syrian" student, in a..totdl of 60, d i c h  consisted of 41 non-Catholic Eyriana. 

17 Nayars and 1 B r u  2w 

From the 1880s onwxcda Cdhnlics s t a r t 4  establishinn schools. Once 

they entered the f ie lda t rong  as ithey were jn hrmn of numbers as well as  

wealth - they made spec t~cu la r~ rog res s .  Between 1882 and 1887 the number 

112 of schools under Catholic management increased from around 10 to  ever 1000. 

This change in att i tude o o c d  at a .time uhen, Syriap Catholic leaders 

were gradually being allowed- -under, pre(rsure - into the higher realms of 

the church hierarchy. Those-&them.who made ;it t o  *he top did not share 

thei r  Europeans predeceesorsJ antLpathy tow& mod- education. 

Fr.Immanue1 (Manj.) .Nidhiry,a Pantif ica V i o a r  General (1889-1872) and 

the most prominent Syrian Cal.hIia leader oc h i s  times exhorted Syrians t o  



' s t a r t  En&lish Schools. In a speech a t  Mulanthuruthy he i s  reported t o  

%&ve sa id , l l l / tha t  any day an "Einglisn3 School w i l l  be a more prized asset 

%an the  golu crosses of Kuraxilangad and Athirampuzha which can be stolen. 

S i rn i id ly  when he was asked t o  a r b i t r a t e  i n  a dispute between two groups 

of the t rustees  of t he  Parish of Palai ,  one wanting $0 use  church funds t o  

build 3 bathing ghat in the r i v s r  and mc the r  wantirig t o  start a school, 

Fr.Nidhiry, strongly recommended th& school3 and is believed t o  have 

suggested tha t  al l  excess redources of the par ish should be u t i l i z e d  f o r  

t h i s  one -pose. B1r.Kuriakose E l i a s  Ckzvara another ra re  Syrian 

Vicar & n e r d  in a missionary d o m h t e d  c h ~ c h ,  had a lso  s t a r t ed  n School 

in Mammnam, besides c a l l i n g  upon Syrian parishes t o  s t u t  schools. 9.Fd 

. B ~ . . t h e '  end bf Nineteenth century, necessary organizations, even 

cu t t ing  across denominational bar-rlers, s t a r t ed  emerging among Syrian 

Ckrfst'ians, 'cr&ating adequate instruments f o r  educa,tional expansion. Under 

rEhe,*leadership of Nidheerickal P h i  ie thanar ,  a Catholic, and Pul ikkot t i l  

M a r  Dinosyius, a Jacobite, an int :-denoninatioml. c .ginization cal led the 

Nazrani Jathiva Aikva Sand& w a s  organized in  the 1880s. .  part from the 

f a c t  tha.t these two important Syrian Christim denominations came together 

f o r  a : j o i n t  venturc, when denominat,iond r i v a l r i e s  were the order of the 

day, if; a l so  had .an ambitious schcine- t o  start; (a) English High Schools and 

G i r l s  Schools in a l l  Christ ian Cen t r e s (b )  A Centre1 College in Kottayam 

(c) Librar ies  i n  a l l  parishes z d  (4 godams in Chris t ian centres t o  

s to re  s ~ ~ p l i ~ s  wain- t i l l i  p . i r : o ~  Ibirrlr?c.'l.&~~~~~~~~.hle: Lo f-rs. A B d  

was planned t o  h e l p f i n m e *  the schemes d the i n i t i a l  investment w a s  t o  

be ra i sed  through a lo t tery.  The @&-. Deep-, b r a 1  1 kno'rlri Mdayalm 

ani i ."  w4.e stnr.ted by the Sangham, f o r  We Txlrpose of,ns i ts  opening edito- 

r id  (dated 15th Apr i l  1887) put it, "to explain t o  the pnhlio. %he h o r m f i h  



of the Sangham and the schools etc. proposed to  be started by the Sanghamf1 

After the Smhara broke up, due to  non-cooperation by the Missionary autho- 

r i t i e s  of the Catholic church and other reasons, the two Syrian factions 

came together once again under the Travancore and Cochh C h r i s t i a n  Associ- 
C"' a, with the objective of, among other things, "bringing t o  the notice 

of the Government, the claims of Christians to  preferment in the public 

service" .. 1w 
from the organizations mentioned above, another factor which 

helped the educational expansion of Syrian Christians, was the availability 

of l ibera l  grant-in-aid from the government.. As  a result  of dl this ,  by 

the end of Nineteenth century, indigenous ~hristipns contributed relatively 

more than the missionaries t o  the educationdl development of the State a s  

shown in table X V I I .  

Table XVIIr Denomination-wise distribution of Schools under Christian 

Management - 1908 

-- ----------- ----------- 
Denominat ion/Diocese Number of Schools 

London Mission Society 
Salvation Army 
Diocese of Travancore-Cachin (CMS) 
Church of England Zenana Missionary Society 

P R m ' r n r n  TmAL 

Brchdiocese of Verapoly 
Diocese of Quilon 
Diocese of Cochin 

LATIN CATHOLIC TOTBL 369 

The Vicariat Apostnlio of Changanacheery 
The Vicariat Apostolic of Ernakulam 
The Vicariat Aposto1ic"of Trichur 

SYRIAN CAICHOLIC TOTAL 778 

The Syrian Archdiocese of Mdlankara (~acobi te)  175 
St.Thomas Syrian Metropalltan See of Malabxc (!kc ~homa) 97 

NON CAICHOLIC SYRIAN TOTAL 272 
GRAND TOTAL 2208 - 
Note: These S ta t i s t ios  coverschools not only in Travancore but also in 

Cochin and perhaps even a few in Malabar. 



One factor  t o  b- noted rega--ding tile educational a c t i v i t i e s  of the 

i s  , highly caste-consciou.~ 3s any of the higher Hindu castes  ; 

was that  it did not provide f o r  lower caste education. In t h i s  regard, 

whatever contribiltion thzt  was made, apr,rt frcm vlork, Of Protestant  

fiissfinaries, weire by the Latili Ci thol ic  dioceses, w!rich remained under 

western lninsionary leadership r i g h t  upto the %'wentieth century. But the 

.vcr all dimensions of thii ir  ~ d ~ c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  remained r e l a t i v e l y  

small as  thcy entered the f i e l d  only quite re luctant ly .  N,zgsm i l iya- in  

1906 wuicCntions how they " of l a t e  have undertaken educational work 

i n  r i gh t  exmest.  %- ssys tliey had 3 High Schools, 35 k g l i s h  and Verna- 

cular Schools ~ n d  285 P d a h  ~c.hools; besides being invclved in female 

cdueation. It should be no tcd ' ths t  t h e i r  contribution t& lower cas te  

edixc8tion &vic!i.ntljr was very s ign i f ican t ,  z f i e l d  neglected by t h e i r  S-yrian 

cour~tarpzrts. 

The educational eff .orts  revicwe* zbcvc ~ 2 s u l t ~ d - . a t  the  close o f  the 

century, in  25.5 percent of schools in Travancore being grant-receiving 

pr ivate  sclcools 2nd 27.8 percent b . ~ '  6.11 sti l :??nts stuuying i n  these schools. m/ 
Most of these achools rmst have bcen Ckxistian ;chools, though cef ia id ly  not 

311. The Frc'verthv School Cormittee Report makes out that 2.11 grant-in-aid 

182' 
sc1~ools are r u n  by missionaries.'--' Even if we take the t e r n  "missionaries" 

t;, mean C l r i s t i m s  of all dencri~. t ionn;  s f - i l l  wlch an assmpt ion  certainly 

is an exaggeration. Iri 1593, schools run  by misninnlri-n nlimbered 879 out 

of 2219 i n s t i t n t i n n s  c l a s s i f i ed  as private.  It i s  qui te  ponnihlr t'hizt most, 

of these sdinols  were iecsiving grants  since they mi@t.have e a s i l y  oonfnrme9, 

t o  the sta~l<.azds stipulated f 6 r  such grants. I n  the l a s t  decade of the  

' . e n t . ~ ~ r y ,  t n i  s h e  of nissionrxy schools i n  the  t o t a l  grant-receiving in s t i -  

t u t i ~ 1 1 ~ ~  misL 1:zvc cnmc drwn at; other  aeencies e ~ i t ~ r c d  the  f i e l d  with  enthu- 



Gmwth of Vemiaculez. and Primary Schools 

So far, we have presented a review of the expansion in educational 

f a c i l i t i e s  in Nineteenth century Travancore. In t h i s  section, we offer 

certain insights into the objective conditions, with emphasis on the socio- 

economic factors responsible for increasing demand f o r  education h 
Nineteenth century Travariccre, Besides, some explanations as  to  how the 

educational system heloped a pattern which gave preeminence to  primary 

and vernacular education, i s  also attempted. 

The few 'modern1 schools started by the government, along with the 

vil lage schools and 'Seminaries' started by the missionaries, laid the 

base for  a 'modern' sector in Travancore's nascent educational system in 

the f i r s t  half of the Nineteenth century. These schools provided for  

those people who were f a r  sighted enough, to  gather training, inEnglish 
and 

or in '~ngl i sh '  ways,fcompetencc fo r  appointments t o  higher ranking 

jobs in government service. Yet we do not come across any evidence 

showing a strong flow of students into the government schools or, f o r  
I 

tha3 matter, into the missioray schools during early Nineteenth century. 

The csaervations held against the 'modern1 curriculum taught by these 

schools by the conservative sectlons of the Hindu population must have 

been the main reason fo r  this. There evidently was not any countervailing 

force t o  act against such sentiments. Moreover the government, s t i l l  

a traditional Hindu monarchy, though under the tutelage of the British, 

was tolerant towards the traditional pystem of education. As a result, 

we do not see the evidence of the growth of a 'modern1 sector in any way 

harming the c o n t h e d  existence of the indigenous schools. 



W t a v t r  ~ l , ; ~ ~ ~ s  w e x  ~.:c*ril:g ir. the f i r s t  half of ineteenth 

cer i t~ry ,  wc .:e irr. Line with streng leninp of the indi;,enous schools, p r h r y  

scliools, PA,(! v+:rnacnl~w schools. Norewer, the  teaching of 's lave'  :wd lower 

caste studc.:nts, f o r  wiiic!, trie miasionzries gave ;:?.ttantion to ,  worked towards 

b r i d ~ i n g  a serious 2%) i n  tllc rceion 's  educntional t r ad i t i sn .  &Toreover, 

the mintenr,.nce of tk ifidiaonous o system, which was the only recourse t o  

zd~tzrt ion ]~revr i l inc :  up t o  tl.i,-.t t h e ,  helped not t o  creztc  any break i n  the 

o:!ucatj.oanl tr- idit ions of th, puo,?le of Trzv.wccre s it hs,~! lhappened else- 

.v:h~re. The en6 dju1Ult o i  :ill these devc lop~~ents  in the f i r s t  half  of the 

Nineteenth ccntwy is tli-.t tilra Wu\~anuo~c:n~  eri:ic?ti.nnr;l system w a s  being 

1 . ~ i 1 t  ~ t p  frcv, iile ixs?, th;:t is, fro= the p r i m q r  schools being tzught i n  

the vcrnn.o.~~lzr. Tic? saz!e : ~ r ( ~ ~ e r ~ t o  h o l d  p o d ,  f o r  the  developments cf the  

secorid half  of the Nineteenth centmy as well. Tire missionarias, though 

exp.w~ldin& illto hichrr education, did not disown the enhphssis on lower caste,  

vrrnac:~l?x, ~ i i  primary educztion. The inclige~-~..,us scllools survived under 

from the government, ei-ther as indigenous schools themselves 

or :-.s i n i l e j , ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~  lit ;irih'::tc- s c h ~ ? ~ ~ l r ;  1 coy~izc>.? cia p;at of t he  f omit1 school 

system. T'hia fu r the r  strengthened the prefererloe f o r  primary and  v e r n a c u l ~  

rd~~r : i t i on  i n  T r~vmcorc .  

Forces h~hinc! the &&g.~Christ.irns'%tr.v i n t ?  E u c n t i o n  

I n  tile sacond half of the ai'nttzy, the ~ o t i v - c  hnlli>brl +hu ont,.y of 

Syrirrn Christ ians m a  partic~:l:l..?ly of &ti-iolirn, w . k  were new r~it~:.sl,c.;, :.,I. 

the f i e l d  of education Secome pt;rtinent. We hcve seen how they entered the 

f i e l d  of' educstion ,around 1680s. F i r s t  of a l l  C.ztholics were viewing with 

cbvims in t e r e s t ,  the d v m c e  aade by fellow Syrians through modern educa- 

t i on  a d  g o v e r m e ~ t  ;jobs. Or12 of ttlc ~ l ~ z ! . i n  rol!lplaintn n e z i r $ n t  P'1xLnepaC, and 

T i :  i i i ,  x-ojcf?<i by t lk? S p i a l i  C l ~ t h n l i ~ ~ q  jn t he i r  pctet ions  t o  



Rome askin, f o r  Bishops from t h e i r  3wn ranks,wwas that these mission- 

a r i e s  were not in te res ted  in English education, and therefore Catholics 

were l $ f t  behind i n  the race f o r  S i r ca r  service and the resu l tan t  sootal  

influence . 
A l e t t e r  wri t ten by &.Louis Pazheparambil t o  Rome in  t h i s  connection, 

i n  t he  1 8 8 0 ~ ~  pointed out that among Jaoobites there  were many Judges, and 

Vakils and persons holding high posi t ions  i n  govermnent, while among Catho- 

l i c s  there  was hardly anyone who had obtained a degree and held off ice  in 

the government administration.w the then Dewan pointed 

out in 1891 that "In. regard t o  Syrian Christians; i n  recent years they have 

been la rge ly  enployed i n  the Education, Jud ic ia l ,  Public Works, Medical 

and other  Departments ... m c h  more la rge ly  than they were 10 or  15 y e a s  

ago.. . .(They) only recently.. . have sought the advantages of l i b e r a l  education 

such as is given in the colleges". In t h i s  context it should be noted 

that the favours of t h e i r  Protes tant  benefactor, Col.Munro, were r e s t r i c t ed  

t o  non-Catholic Syrians and new converts only and was never extended t o  

Catholic Syrians. A s  government jobs  got more and more linked t o  edu- 

ca t iona l  qual i f icat ions ,  educational 3chievements became a prized a s se t  

i n  Travancore society. The great  e f f o r t s  made by Syrian Catholics i n  the 

f i e l d  of education i n  the l a s t  decades of Nineteenth century should be 

understood in t h i s  context. 

The agrarian economy of Travancore had undergone some basic  s t ruc tura l  

changes in the Nineteenth century; s t a r t i n g  with the opening up of the 

caste-bound land 'market' in the ea r ly  decades, followed by conferment of 

proprietary r i g h t s  on S i r c a  tenants  i n  1865 and f i n a l l y  the assurance of 

secur i ty  of tenure t o  superior teriants on private(~enmom) land. In 1818, 

a Government Regulation encouraging conversion of waste lands in to  agricul- 

tural land w a s  issued. The regulat ion guaranteed enjoyment of such l ~ l d s  



tax-free f o r  the f i r s t  t en  y e a s ;  : ad  l i g h t  t axz t ion  E ; ' t ~ r ~ r ~ x d s .  Isa/ 1, 

also g~i.?rw.t:.,?.l recognition ."? n l a L  ., f::r ccs t  of irnox :n?aents ~~e on 

newly ~0nve r t f  d la lds .  zdGitirn ( e ~ c ' . ~ . n t e d )  ,md Poh. t i  (:t,bmdoned) 

lands were a s s i~n*ed  t o  those who ware prep-xed t o  c ~ l i i v . - , -  c . ~ ~  -Lines. s!?l This 

opened up the  poss ib i l i t y  of Syrian Ckirtims mc! Ezhz-ra aoqturing Sircar  

land on lease  f o r  cult iva.t ion rchidl was a h o s t  inpossihle ep r l i o r ,  as d i s t r i -  

bution of land was l r z ~ e l y  govcrriad by the dic-tztes of €lie t r ?z i t i o lml  caste 

d structure.  ' @ Subsequently, tkirough the Pand~zavd:!; u t o ~ . ~  Pmclm;%ion 

issued on June 2nd, 1065, f u l l  or$n6rship r i g h t s  were conferred on the t e n a t  

c u l t i v ~ t o r s  of Sixcor lands, subject  t o  thc? payment of l a d  revexae. They 

were also ~ j lowed unrestricteil  t r m s f e r  cf tlmei- propi.rfics. I n  ,829, 

following s o ~ e  casbs of infringement on the t r d i t i o m . i  r i g h t s  of tenpats 

on private Jenmom lands the Soverign serve& instruckions on h i s  Cour-bs not 

t o  d l c w  evict ion of tsnants gayin& t h e i r  dues r e g u l a l y ,  These kstm- 

ctions were reissued fomia3ly as 2 Royal P ~ o c ' l ~ ~ t i o n  i n  1867. This was 

followed by the  Tr~.v.v,l.ncore J e m i  mid Kudi.rLm Remlcthon of 1996. I!-24/ T b  

end r e s d i  of t hes t  r,forx~s w e s  t h a t ,  ~ i i i l i .  a class of ~)e?,sant proprir>tcrs 

was created on the  fomer S i r c ~ x  lands hi&r tenants  ojl 1,rivate Jemox 

l m d s  were given f u l l  secur i ty  of tenancy. 39 

rph syrim Chl'iStia e l i t e  who M considerable sh?2€ of S i r ca r  tcnan- 

cies,  collld explo i t  the opportunit ies .for developin$; r?omrnerci,-.l. cu l t iva t ion  

inharent i n  these reforms,basecl on the dvantages  a r i s ing  from t h e i r  

g2.trilrchal Sami1.y orgmizz t ion  ~nci  e a r l i e r  ' t rneing tr:uii-tinns.w It, is 

, I l ~ i f e  l.i!ci.ly tkt with the c a p i t a l  accvki~lzted from t;r.itde, they moved in to  

c~nve r s ion  of waste lund i n t o  a.gricultwtJ.  l a n ~ ,  follow,ing the  X O Y ~ ~  ~ d i ~ t  

of 1818. The s t a t e  ~onopo ly  uvcr trsfc whi,&wtrc i~~l.xivl~l~w? ill l?igt~t .o~r,t) ,  

cel1tur.y rnust lmve prox2ted them t o  cio so. Given t!.is bcc~cgrollnd, it. i n  



possible that they benefited & i r e c t Q  f ro5  tiLe corfemc-nt of nkncrship 

r i g h t s  on S i r ca r  tenants i n  1065 ;:n:.?.~ ir'7.3i. i:~:.; 1" f zffl~ily o;.cmization which 

- ~ 

was pa t r ia rcha l ,  with every a:iult r 2 . i ~  .L -rl.rif; (2. e;<;aal clnjlp t o  h i s  .C2tht-'s 

property; proviicd enough inza;?ij.ve ti; j.l:ZL~i>~~zl l init iatfve,  t o  cor:solii-lte 

a n d  enhance the value of l a d .  F~oru a c l u i r i n ~  Sirorx lane or. lcasi;. , t h - i r  

s h i f t  t o  superior *temcie,a on p r i v z t ~  J s::moni land  st have b3en f .?.st. We 

f i n d  t h a t  by the second half  of Ninetet;nth centmy, it w a s  t;;;i Syrian Chris- 

t i a n s  who domirw;ted in t& cul t iva t ion  of comerc i a l  crolis. Th<-.y tso!: up 

banking, public works contracts  and comerc i a l  agr icu l t i ln  < . zL ic r  .L. x. 

other communities i n  yravancore. The eco~omic p r ~ g r e s s  ~ a & e  by t h i r  

cornunity was noted by nany contemporary sources, inciudini  V.Na6.m diya 
w 

who wrote in the Rwort  on thu Census of l'ravmcore. 1881, that ''the?.r , v e  

a very industrious and e n t r e p r i s b g  class  (2nd tha t )  t h e i r  penaral conli t ion 

may be sa id  t o  be one of prosper i ty  and comfort". phis ix~crecse in the 

prosperity of at l e a s t  a f a i r l y  s i g r ~ i f i ~ a n t  s*:tion of the  community ha? ;.ts 

impact on education which i n  th.: r r ra~-i : l~i .zs t r l~l  snziety of Nineteenth centriry 

Travancore would have assured, n corresponiing inczease i n  soc ia l  s ta tus  

as  well. 

Another f a c t o r  which fac i l i t z te r t  the e ~ u c a t i o n a l  zc t i 'v i t i cs  of Syr ia?  

Catholics w a s  the  chmges i n  t h e i r  c:&ch organizztion. &ring the protrz- 

cted western missionary 6oniicance over t n e i r  church, the  e a r l i e r ,  r a l 3 , t i v ~ l y  

autonomous church organization w a s  replaced by a more c e n t r ~ l i z e d  m i  h i r a -  

c h i c d  organizational s t ruc tme .  The ea r ly  western mi s s iona ie s  fcund the 

Syrian Christ ians org3nizi:d i n  f a i r l y  autonomous un i t s  centr;l.A z r c ~ m d  the 

loca l  churches. The=-. c c - ~ m n i t i e e  wcre led by p r i e s t s  designated zs 

Des&thu Pattakaran. an ofi'icr: t o  wiiish candir%.tes r r e  chosen by the cormunity 



and i~~&int,-.i.led h!r t k i ~ r .  The i :  w2.3 ;:suje:t t o  tht? c s ~ l t r o l  of t he  

Falli.y*,cam, an a sseizbly of the cousnuriity-meillherti i n  n .11  inportant !natters. 
!;I? ens 

Adrian Dutch Gc- erno or of Cozi-in i n  h i s  Memoirs of Adz!inistra.tion for  

m, *bsirved thz t  tk~ers  ase som prozinent persons of the  con~un i ty  

e r  elders wl~r represent tile comnunity, mil they t rge ther  with the Vicar look 

e f t c r  ~ ! I F  f i e l d s  aaJ. g?zdens which belong t o  tccii chlzch, :%ad nake disburse- 

ments and reci-i1.e the  revenue and c r i i vd ly  renJer an a.ccrunt t o  the  comnunity. 

A t  the regional lev61 the S~ i r i an  Chuch h& :;n -&chdeaco~ dssignated 

5s the 'Head of tl16 Ccmmity '  -iku Jbalav3n) wbn controlled the d f z i r s  

cf the  comunity along with a r e g i o n ~ l  assexbly *f ~ :zprese i~ ta t ives  from 

cach ef the loca l  com;Uni-ties. PIE Bish-ps - :fiostly from the West Asi-m 

countries,  befort: tl?e a r r i v a l  rf the missiomries  - "were honoured, received 

t h e i r  p re~?qu i s i t e s " ,  but csl(!=rn Llterfered i n  tile a d r ~ l i ~ i s t r a t i o n  of the 

.ioczl church. T!iis sitF.etion *"lan:;eC ;&en irotugese xi& I t a l i a n  mission- 

a i e s  were :?pointed Lcishcps f o r  ti. J ,  "brought up in the t r ad i t i ons  of the 

Western Church; wht-re l~ishops & i n  t h e i r  Diocese; mearit t o  ru l e  i n  

Malabar ns well.". A t  t t t -  P ~ i r i s h  l eve l ,  ss Adrim Xncns ?bserved, t he  

Eurcpean p r i e s t s  have s tar ted claiming a r igh t  t o  d i r e c t  trie a&:inis t ra t i rn  

nf the  property ef Ch-aches they v i s i t .  Gradually the  ir~depedence of the 

l oca l  comunit ias  pias l o s t  and tthe nf the 3ish.p grew. The Desathu 

Fattakasans loca l ly  selected and t ra ined md ewning allegiance t o  t h e  

l oca l  comiiunity was re,laced by Priest;. selected by the  Biskup, t ra ined 

central ly  i n  Serinasies,  cwir&all-gi?,?ce t a  the Zishop, and sent  out by 

h i m  t o  Paxishes on a fixed sa la ry  m d  with p o s s i b i l i t y  of t ransfer  from 

place to  plece. Suck cen t ra l iza t ion  d id  nct  ge unchallenged by Sflian 

Catholic I d z v b  (lad C o m i t i e s ) ;  but by Nineteenth century it became 



well entrenched. Among non-cathollcs the Mar Tho- church which cm&mned 

generally to  Anglican persuasions, also developed a k i&j l l y  entr-d 

church organization by l&te Nineteenth century. w 

& of. t h e  haira&idcl o&Gd?i&h &as ~$t~'&&ldld"moT,i1.iz 

q&$Ymcseased!rem~1~:es~ of t&. c c m m m  :>n -a. rcre e;;tms-i.qe male ..?&%Nlb 

ch-1 it. mpre .ef f e.c.%ivelv i nk0  building, pyblic inst i tut ions,  iqcluding 

schools and colleges. A s  
,/-part of the changes i n  thei r  organizational stmcture, there emerged a 

monastic order, recruited on an all-Kerala basis which~~rcxided an effective 

instrument for  builcing up educational inst i tut ions all over Travancore PA 

Cochin. This monastic order of Syrian Catholics hm as the Servants of 

the Immaculate Mother of Mount (now Imown as the Carmslites ef Man,y 

huaculate) was ~rganized in 1829. 2n2/ Members of the order were recruited 

from different parishes and were organized centrally with a Prior General 

as the head of the organizatian ax& spread out in different monastries mound 

the region. The resources f a r  tne Organization was raised from a l l  nver 

ICerala and the order was-not bound-in any particuiar lrrcality. U t  fr*m 

the beginning of Cathclir efforts-izr modern education, t h i s  nrganization was 

in its forefront.m~neffect,  a-bination of the increased prosperity 

of the Syrian Christian Comaunity ;md the changes in theb..Church organization, 

created the preconditions f o r  apeedy and spectacular achievements in the 

f i e ld  of education. 

Cbmaulsions behind Goveznment In t emen t i~n  

A s  noted earl ier ,  government-iotenrention in modern-educatinn, became 

significant under Sir.T.Edhava .Rae, in the 1860s. The rather sudden out- 

burst of government intellest in education, and its overriding concern for  

vernacubr education has. t o  belana&sed. The influence *f -Wood' s EducationaL 

Desoatch of 1854, incorporating pmv<sions fo r  organizing department8 nf 



fi:blic I*; tructionq ir,troducing a f s cc~a l  grzzt-in-aid sch~zre, combining 

verna.cular educ;r.tion gi t l i  2 1 1 ~ ~ l i s t  iddcation, :.ad l inking ecluc&tional quali- 

f i ca t ions  with e::r!.,ioy::.znt i n  go-~?r:lcient etc., or, l'la&havn k o  ZIL h i r  educs- 

t i ona l  policy caulot b6 ~v,:rlookcd, f o r  the s h i l a r i t i e r ;  hotween the two 

a r c ,  mmy. S i x i l m l y  there  wer-, pdi1ar.itic.s between the urovisions of t h e  

1813 Charter Act and T4ur1rr's c?.i~csti.or~el pol ic ies .  T h a e  ctk~er  dcca.  

soions wl-izn ech:;:;;ttional p o l i c i ~ . ~  of S r i t i s h  Ineian and. Travmcorean govern- 

= rnent coincided. > o r  instznce, in 1882 th;: J1ii1i.s Edlrz.ticn Gomission 

recommanded a 9nlic.v nf ,gradaal withdrai.ia1 nf tne S tz t e  from the sphere of 

secondary :md col leg ia te  eciccetion i n  favocr of pr ivate  Indian entreprise.  u/ 
Uroilnd the smc; tir:i!: 'I'rnvancore niso cleciled t o  do the :;am&; though th s  

intir.;d6d withdrawal wzs ~ ; . i ~ l y  from vernz.cul?ic and prisf~azy education since . 
secondary m<.i co l leg ia te  eckdcation ciici not fi<gxre sig;i i . f icmtly i n  the  

Travmcorcan ;?d?~zt.!~on system 2.t that time. Again, in 19C4, a Government 

~f India Rasolution ~mljhasised t h i  need f o r  the medi-m of ins t ruc t ion  bf 

c11ildrf:n v.ptc t ! . -f 13: h,:!i.r.:. :'n t h e i r  o~oth;.r tense. I n  the sane 

yen r  instruci  inn i n  Travjncare Schor's were formally o::gm.ized t o  be i.n the 

vernacclw in the low:?r c l a ~ s e s  an,?, i n  En:n~l.isI~ i n  tile hi&er. Even with 

so tiiany i n s t . m c ~ s  of t ke  +c'?::ca.tional po l ic ies  or' Goverment of India  and 

t 
r f  Travalcore Goverm~ent coincidii;6, the  explanations f o r  a compzratively 

more serious implementation of .tii:-sr: ~ ~ r o v i s i o n s  i n  T r a ~ m c o r e ,  unlike what 

ha.ppaned in E r i t i s h  I n ~ i a  i n sp i t e  ef tile Wood's Despatch, lms t *  be sought 

elsewhere. 

During the r e ign  f,f Swati 'i'irunal (1829-1847) the ~nonicntm gained by 

PI~myo',~ rgforms i n  a n r l ; ~  Ninetcsnth century seeins t o  have been l o s t ,  and. the 

dmin i s t r a t i on  f e l l  b a C ~  to  t r a t l i t i ona l  w.zyo, provoking strong disapi~roval  

by B r i t i s h  observers 'nf t h s  'i'ravmcorean scene. M q y  conrplalnts regarding 



rmlzdmkistra t ion Fn Travzncore had r e ~ c h e d  the 2ladras government a t  t h i s  

t 'ae. This led  t o  zn omnicw tircat f i ' ro i?  Lord Dalhousie who m o t e  t o  the 

P b a j s  of Travanco;re t h a t  "unie..s 7-gtrt.,? l i:y t b e l y  and judiciow reforms' 

annexation af Travmcore i s  zc d i s t i n c t  poss ib i l i ty .  Though the th rea t  

of annexation night have eased i n  the wake of the events of 1857, subsequen-1 

evects would have a l so  comrinoe& Travancorezn statesmen tha t  t r ad i t i ona l  

w&ys w i l l  no more hold t h a t  there i s  no obt'ion but t o  ccnforrn t o  t he  

d i c t a t e s  of the new. dispensa8ion. 

It wzs in th i8  piir t iculaz background, t ha t  Madhava Ran wae called upel 

t o  reorganize the B t a t e ' ~  administration; sad s ta r ted  lookin# f o r  personnel 

com$:etenttn rn tk& dndrAs'tration. il!ra.vancorels preference f o r  vernacula 

education should 3e understood ia ti~is context of the requlremenma of the 

State  administration f o r  *rsomel  being substant&lly d i f fe ren t  from tha+ 

*f the  Imperial ~ i n i s t r a t i . ~ n .  k i i r  nf the b u s h e s s  in the State  admini- 

s t r a t i o n  w a s  carr ied on i n  Malayalau, md  it was tm de t h i s  tht Trzvancorr- 

government required mmpetent persons ir, .slenty. In f a c t  one of the mala 

oontentions of theJ%layali Memorialists uwas tha t  since the Court L-- 

age uf TYavancore was Malayalam, knowledge of  t hz t  language was imperative 

f a r  a l l  government o f f i c i a l s .  208/ 

Changing Dimensions of Govi-rmental Rauuireni~ntu 

B rriajor noulponent of t k i e  government policy f o r  educational development 

w a s  t he  linking of education& qu j l i f i ca t ions  with appointments h governreen 

jobs. ! h c ~ q h  in?;roLuced. gradually and by selected jobs, this pdlicy, r r e r  

tiic y e a s  'oicme , ~ , - a l i e b l e  t a  a wide var ie ty  Of appeintments. w ~ s  ear,, a 

lF!E3, thd T3~:vanc~rs &cv~.rm.snt f e l t  the need t o  give training f o r  aspirants  

f :r g o v d r n ~ c  t ;;us. I n  tk i z . t  :Tear a. pointed out the  problem of people 



with general ad.?inistr.:..*i~-:. a b i l i t i e s  b t ing  not 2 rof ic ien t  i n  a r i th i iz t i c  

acl those proi 'icient m xiti-imatic found wcanting i n  adn~in is t ra t ive  a b i l i t i e s .  

To r s c t i f y  k.i~ >:iroblt?r,; i , 2 .  t . r ;.lect. yoimgsters from 'good' 

Tarava.ds f o r  teirig givai-, pror,sr trs.ir:ing bcfore _ppointment t o  govermnent 

jobs.mL~!len i n  19/12. a. Con.nlittet- of Eur~peans  ?u~.>~~ointed t o  repor t  on the 

. - few E n ~ l i s i !  Schools ss?.zorisi;.:.J by then, recomc;.nCed w r r t h e  :lolL'.ing out 

of some ~ r o s g e c t s  of f ~ t u r e  onp1cyr:;cnt i n  the  sub i l c  service? t o  those boys 

h-ho may clistinguisil tlizli!sei\r.?s I>,'< t h e i r  progress, espec ia l ly  t o  the  Sudras 

k i r s )  who form so l m ~ e  s p o r t l c l ~ ~  of the pepulation" (- 

The Goverru:wnt Mr,lay:i.iam School Cer t i f ioa te  was f ixed as t k i s  minimum 

q i l ~ l i f i o a t i o n  f o r  UGen;.-~va: o r  Ccpyists i n  Mr.nc!avathwwathkal o r  Division . 
Cutcherries from It3DT. A Revtnue t e s t  Gzs prescribed f o r  Sslect ion a s  

Division 5herel;tatis.r~ sna i i e d  ooxi Assis tant  S r m r c t h i s .  i n  1888. Tests  i n  

Criminal Law ~ 2 . s  prcscriberi f o r  Mz@istr%tes aouncr the s:me time. Even f o r  

appointinent ,w Revenue geonz , l i t e r a t e  pereons alone wer6 chosen from 1887. 212/ 

Regnrdinp the Service EazrrF~nt;ons. ,-overnment lqrr,s a6vised i n  1894 t o  appoint 

only those v'-o pass t h i s  excmizatior i n  jabs fe tching %.sa la ry  upto Rg.15/- 

.LO Ps.~c/- .? aorth;  o r  t h o c . ~  who hzvc p ~ s s e d  the  5 th  Perm Examination and h?ld 

; ce r t i f i c a t e  frorn t h r  g i r l - t o r  of E.cluc~tion, who m3.y be considered equivalent 

t o  t h a t  standard; .i;rovidcd they >ass a l so  a hzndwi t ing  test .  ZIU 1t was also 

9p:ggssted that a cob,i';tee be :,ppo&nted t o  =vise -the mmicu:u7.~un j.11 vernac~~lax 

schools i n  the ligilt of t h i s .  

For Ligher l e v e l  r..~poigtmgntc ,-. ss.helxe b o w n  a s  tks Attache System was 

&trod-ced in the 18563, i:kerel;y a ?ew e rd i i c~ t e s  from Tyiva-drilrn C r r l l - ~ c "  w08.c 

selactcd and sppointrd on yobnt.i.c~n for .$w*..yearn, a f t e r  which-on the  bas i s  of 

their  paform3cce tkey were t o  be asborbed i n t o  pernxnent posts i n  Yne govern- 

nent drpartments . I n  1897 i t s e l f  it w a s  cl&~ed t h a t  n.hinatir,r~nl q~ls . l i f i -  

cGti,ms hnneri or, 1 i n i v ~ ~ x ~ j t . ~ -  .nnA S'cx->.i r.e R . r a ~ ~ i r t ~ . t i ~ n t l  "have been prescribed by 



Government f o r  a l m ~ s t  dl a p p o i n h m t s  in the S ta te  above the grade of 

peons". iit l e a s t  most of the important jobs were covered by prescr ipt ion 

of e d ~ c a t i o n a l  qual i f icat ions .  2&/ 

T h i s  indeed, war, a major break with  the past  since i n  Travancore 

t rad i t iona l iy ,  government service was the exclusive preserve of cer ta in  

higher cas-1;es; and even Emong then ( fo r  sens i t ive  jobs) of ce r t a in  pr ivi-  

leged families. The .?xclusiveness of t he  c i v i l  service was j l r e d y  d i lu ted  

i n  theEightcenth  century by W t a n d a  V m a .  I n  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  i n s t i t u t e  

a centralized Morarchlcal regime he siqpreesed the landed baronage consist ing 

@f vraious t i t l e  holders like: I~lacianuitnar. P i l l m a r  ancl Knrvakex, whose 

famil ies  t r ~ d i t i o m l l y  monpolised posit ions of power and prestige associatad 

with the g o v e m c e  of the State.  In i t s  plnce he i n s t i b t e d  a burczacra,.y 

salscted or, ,the bzs i s  of p~:roonal cur-2etence an& 1oyal%y t o  the king. As 

Gollenese the then Dutch Governor pointed out i r  1743; "811 ths  gre~itmen 

:of h i s  icirie;Lon c a i i t d  Ar~?.?vit;s are .n.:+!.i ;f common Nair or lg in  and t h e i r  ra r~ks  

,is not inhez -tee by t h e i r  deocenrlcrt.. Accor;lin;l.y th iy  depend en t i r e ly  

/upon t h e  ru l e r ,  they a re  everything t o  him ancl t t z y  obey him with a s lzv ish  

submissicn" . This s h i f t  i s  evident i n  the f a c t  t ha t  two of the most - . ,  

b r i l l i a n t  bureaccrate of Eighteenth century Travancore- Dalawa Ramqym, 

a T a i l  Brzhmin riid Baja Kesava Dasan, a fi of common b i r t h  - were from. 

outside the  c i r c l e s  with t r a d i t i - s d  c l h s  t o  higher posi t ions  i n  the 

administration. Eustaius DILannoy, a Flemish I'umerly i n  the service of the  

h t c h  and Tachil  h t h u  Thurslban, a Syrian Christ ian ' t rader  of Alleppey, a l so  

came t o  play in f luen t i a l  r o l e s  i n  the  p o l i t i c s  and administration of Eighteen- 

the century Travancore. P-:t t he  s h i f t  WJR l a rge ly  in favdur of non-aristo- 

orat ic  m, and non-MalayaliBr.Jlmins from outside the borders of the s ta te .  



One e x r l a a t i o n  f o r  this i s  t1-t x i t h  t!:e dedicztion of t h e  S ta te  t o  

S r i  Padmana,bha, t h e  die ty  of tb :premier shrine m the ~ t z t e .  by Xart:,ndz V,- 

i n  Tr2,vmcore Socii-ty, the bas is  of socizl  :md rc l ie ious  s t a tu s  Seca.me the 

temples. Subsequently po i i t i dh i  pvwtr was vested. i n  those Q z v a r r ~ ~  castes 

who hpd permission t o  en te r  thz ttcnqles; ant .dsn with tl.!?.'; y . 1 1  job;; relzted 

t o  the administmiion of thr! :;tat+ were -+~::teti aznng tlw111. 218/ 

With the introd11cticn of educ;~t.lc:;~?,l r ;ual i f i tn t ions  f o r  se lec t ion  to  

. ?  [.averment ,jobs, there  occljrred a widaspre::..? 3ema13. f o r  edu~a t ion .  l h i s  

alcnc; with Che comri'tment of the succ~cs ive  D e ~ a n s  of ??ravancorc t o  the 

spsr.ac1 of modern education mresnlte:ir in the o+nir.g of so many schools 

and thereby cf increasing l i t e racy .  

Now t h a t  incliviilual merit and aduca,tional qua l i f ica t ions  were msde 

the c r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l ~ c t i o n  tc g o v e m i ~ n t  sarvice,  eciuca.ted persons frcm 

- 
di f fe ren t  commz.ities, i n i  i t i  : v s ,  who were ontside 

tile pale of govbrnment service could aspire f o r  such posit ions;  which were 

source of great  soc ia l  prest ige nnc! powiir. Duxing a br ief  period i n  ~ z l y  

Nineteenth contury non-Catholic Syrian Ghris.cians were fa~ourer?  with  cavern- 

ment jobs; d o n g  with lower cz-;'ta converts t o  Christiu1ity, u d e r  tile 

influence of Pi~nro. There were more than 2C;G Syrians enplogei? in the govern- 

ment in  Ifil?, in Travan~ore and Cochin. Ol.:!&mise they were lzrgely erclhided 

frola the c i v i l  service. A s  a r e s u l t  by 1051, t h s r e  wers only 270 Syrisn 

Christians noldin:: govarnm:nt .jobs of which only 72 were koldi~ig " I ' ~ ~ ~ > e c ; h h ? i .  

zppointolents" a o c o r d i ~ q  t o  the K-:la:f:.l..i Mer,insin.l.ist~. a/  his they fi-lt 

comp,ved unf:~vo~r.zbly wit?, the  a t t i t u d e  nf nci&!ibol~rjng t~(n~esrmc.ntn .?s the 



following t ab l e  that they presented would show: 

T?ble XVIII:  S.ni.?n Christims in Gcvernmcct Service ho13ing 
i m o r t i x t  r)osltions: Trzvancore. Cochin. Xdahar  
ard o t h t r  >ar ts  of IQdras Presidenc.~ - 1871 

- ........................... 
r Other pa r t s  Total a 

Departments Travancore CocWn Malabar of Madraa side Tra-  
presidency vancore ................................... 

Zevenue 

jud ic ia l  

Educational 

Nedical 

h g i n e e r i n g  

Registration 

Post & Anchal 

Telegraph 

Meterologiezl 

Press  

Tota l  o 52 14 34 18 66 

(source: C S  No. i744: 'I~Iernorar.ciun' p.'7, pa.6. GAD (E) RS ) 

A s  far as  the Ezhzvas were concerned there  were very few of then who 

could have had s d f i c i e n t  educational qua l i f ica t ions  to  get  into. government 

semibe. Even those who had the  necesscry qual i f icat ions  were denied jobs 

due t o  caste  prejudices, as i n  t he  well known case of P.Palpu, a Licentiate 

i n  Medicine, who had t o  en te r  Mysore S t a t e  Service since he was denied a 

job in Travancore. The a t t i t u d e  of the  government with regard t o  E L a g .  

is very c l e a r  in the following statement of the then Dewan in response t o  

the  claims of E z h a v a  f o r  government jobs included i n  the  Malavali ~ e m o r i a l G  

"...as a body, they (Ezhavas) axe uneduoated, prefering t h e i r  own occupations 



of agr icul  h ~ r e ,  coir-m~'ri?:; sn.4. tn$dy--dr:iwing, t o  coins i n  f o r  such educa- 

tiori as wou' ? f i t  t k c e  f o r  pu!jlic : m i c e .  .. Their E c i a1  posit ion too is 

scch tha t  they cln  h-trd1.v be e l i e i b l e  f o r  public offi.ces whsre a. ce r ta in  

mount of resigoct is expected to  be commanded in a S.tat.~e...wllere Eindus a.?e 

much more cg)n;smr.te $id s~ iperSt i t ious  ttkan t h e i r  brethren in ;Sdabartt. 

The ze la t ive  poajtionc of v a r i ~ u s  communities i n  regard t o  the  share 

of t h e i r  m:i?ri~bers with high+r educa.tion, z?d holdin@: posi t ions  i n  government 

azid the judiciral system i n  1891 i s  brought out i n  the followir~g t t~b le .  

Table XIX: CE.si;e-wise d i s t r i bd t ion  of C+raduates f ron  Trivandrun College 
n o l d i n  .iohs ic 30"rgentttGd r e  lawyers - 1891 

Cas ts/Com!nunity I n  G*vt.Service Lawyers 

Brahmins 

Mdayali  Sudras  airs) 
Nanjinad Sudras ( l h i r s )  

Pandy Sudras 

~ h r i s t i a n s  ( iqative' & Syrian) 

(~ourca:  CSF No. 1734: "Abstrzcts", GAD (E)RS) 

Given t h i s  background there  wpm growing resentment among the educated 

young men of different communities against  the vantage ~ o s i t i o n  held by non- 

Iialay'di Brahnins, who were fayouzed f o r  t h a i r  lack of strong loca l  connect- 

t ions ,  f o r  senior government positions by tne Ruling Family. This res~rit.~tr?i.~L 

got re f lec ted  i n  the Xzlayal i  !&~~orj.al Xovenent ef 1891 w h e ~ n i n  w,, the 

prayc:r of the m e ~ m r i ~ , l i s t s  (was) that nat ives  of Travancore of whatever c l ~ s s ,  



caste  or  crc;ed, ray  be f r ee ly  and !~ r~pa r t i a l l y  a h i t t e c l  t o  of f ices  i n  the 

s t z t e ;  the dut ies  of which they may be qu::liiied by t h e i r  education, 

z .bi l i ty  :ad. i n t eg r i t y  t o  dischaze".  

T::e di f fusion of acces s ib i l i t y  t o  soverment jobs tha.t came about 

in thc wzke of t:13 g l e y a l i  ?~Tovei:ient, bencf i t ed  la rge ly  -the alone, 

wl;c both i n  ta;:c;s of' n:!ucationnl qixdif icat ions  and caste  s t a tu s  were in 

a  sitio ion t o  c d t  use of sucn opportunities. Christ ians,  Ezhavas and a l so  

?Tualimn were s t i l l  a t  a disadvantage since they were excluded from poeit ions 

in the  Re-ver~ue Depatoient, biggest  department of the  government at tha t  

t i ,  s ince Revknus Officers also had dut ies  connected with Temples. 

Their aspira t ions ,  therefore,  found expression i n  the various p o l i t i c a l  

~mve:iicnt~ sf e s l y  Txentietn century, such a s  the Civil Rights League, 

Jo in t  F o l i t l c a l  Congress, and the <.ustention Novement. & 

Undor c-~ch l;ress~:re, the government conceded grea te r  representation 

t o  these cmrmr~i t ies  i n  t he  c i v i l  service. I n  1915 a confidential  c i r cu l a r  

was zcr;L t~ iic;d.s 0:: Ue~j rz -%umts ,  rc4,iriq. inem t o  show special  consider- 

a t ion  t o  Ezhavas, Musliris etc.,  a d  t h i s  was recirculated in 1917. I~ 

1921, "Stringent departmental ins t ruct ions  were issued t o  the appointing 

au thor i t i es  t o  affosd equal opportunit ies t o  a l l  conmunities". W b  
1925, "ar-rangements were ~ a d e  f o r  excercising grea te r  control  and keeping 

closer  watch over the appointments rnade by Heads of Departments, by cn l l ing  

f ~ r  quarter ly  re turns  of a.pp0intment.s made by theaft. 226/ I n  1926 the Revenue 

Officers were divested of Temple du t ies  by creating n new Dewasom Department. 

F ina l ly  in 1935, i n  tine l i g h t  of the Report submitted by Dr.G.~.Nokes, 

~ !ho  was a p ~ o i n t e d  as  s p e c i a l  o f f icer - to  study the question of comrnrnal 

raprescntation i n  8-vernmsnt service,  t he  government a2pointed a Public 

Service Commission f o r  recruitment t o  government jobs. 



s~?uzatior~::l  q: io. l i i ica. t ici> 2.5 c r i t e r i , ~  f o r  s!?16ct,ic;n t o  gove~men t  jobs cculd 

. . .  , h e  ; ,  . - .. ... I.c ......-. : VI lii . 6 ,..=; r ;x:;itic.n. hu ; s l y  as 1865 it was 

,:uverrjr.oiit situ:!tions ?.Y cji,an t5 311, ir'.f~?>cczi.v~; ox' caate distirrotiomm-d 

t .. :. 
: ,.lo esir;c tiwe, witnl:;,12ix :?ran the  l o w r  Las:<.s, t t o s e  .;ilvi;~ntage~ 

,sn,i;>ytjd t,y i-,;,,, ;I~;~:.I,z ..LA, .- w!ii::l? .-:)~;lii f : i t  tilein fzF mich of'ficcs". h e r  the 

ccr:t~,l-y 1;ilt.r.- N a r ;  hrnSiy pa.v cl?:~nt:c in t h e i r  i x 2 . s ~ - u t s .  !:he benefi ts  of 

thf dt\rall?,..i;l~r.t:: exjj.i..~.inad abovii v;:?t t c  ~ h . 2 t  ::.or: I;< cei.ze,ed as at? t.mt;rging 

~ai.&; lc c,l.nsp, cl:nstiti*ted of m' "the 1% 2: ~ t r a k '  of tli; 11;per caste  

Iiiaduo, a:lci -??I? u,;;;.:~ ntraxn ;7f 1owcr C ~ G ~ Q  L~:L~F>Js ii~ (iocibi'il-&tion with t he i r  

.zIrcady ey~:,i,i...in,+b. 'Piiu u, Kilo o u u l i  not S s ~ s f i t  as nud l  as t h e  C h r i s t i m  

;lid fxoii. ecommic: dev+li,>iiltr~~ts ol' the p c ~ i o d ; ~  ,<+.re fcrcsd t o  depend mqre 

and. more 011 ZOV~I :~L?IC~:  t ~ e r v i c e .  As exp1;i~~e.i eml.i~i:, i n  t h o  new po l i t y  

i n  govcrmcrl-twer.? lizi<i ~ . ~ i , l i j  -:ly !~on-Phla$,Gi Dr+-h~inr  2nd 'non-llristo- 

o r t i c  ' . Of tixs2 :.?LC Bra:hrc.izffi - 6vids;:tl.v t ~ ~ d  ths swa;y over higher 

~:;.sitions r ~ ~ s  at;cci::sivc &j~erzmrfits cw.e 'ts p-.)wcr.. W i t h  N s i r  graduates -- 
~ncreaair lg  in nuabert by tt.iie en? of Iiinetserrth ceat~rry,  they ~ A a o  s t a t o d  

t i iv ' r  ci,xi.cs: for .I:.?RRs hiche.~. jobs ne w f l L .  &!uc&.t,tio= which was 

tht. password fcr s iwt  %nve~?mer?t : o h ,  i2 3, r t ~ u l t ,  was 133u#~t a f t e r  hy 

I k i r  .,-ci~nh u:nn. - m ~ h u i . x  fiil;cr-- $0 p~.o:fits out  of t h e i r  1anSholdings 

i n  thz wake of t . ie  co~!:c?rci&i~at lon of z,+ricul-tEe, (cncwebersd as they 

I.~PI.E witl. t11.3 j~ii?t-f 3uil.y orr,anisnt ion sit7.? it:; ir'2iil)itions on inilividulrl 

i f i -,*it-;. n l * A  i.*-~l 1 ri.. L j . 3 1 1 9  c:n sn1.c 0.f pl~sp~~2.L:; e be. w?dP y->r? bll +o 



f a l i  '52::k upon t i ? t i r  t r ad i t i ona l  .cess t o  gcvermiert jobs, which in the 

i1L.r: circumstmces h~? t o  he backer! up with educational qual i f icat ions .  

c. ;his i c <  nc-2)- of ;lie j v ~ ~ i o r  rembers of Tara?~i,,dc, coing to  court 

claiming tiis ex;?snses of c<i1.ication froi?. the Kmanavan of the Thrrravad. 

.lill necel-. , o ~ : r  c:icnc.,es i n  t h l  12% occurred i n  ear ly  l ken t i e th  cent~my, 

~. . j b a ~ e ~ r - a t  i n  Courts seems t,@ have gone czg!ai,nst the junior members on t h i s  

questionem Fresued as they were from above by the Brahinin~, and fmm 

below by the Syrian Ckrist ians and Ezhavas, I&& went i n  f o r  s t a r t i ng  

educational i n s t i t u t i ons  i n  the Nineteenth century i t s e l f 8  e i t h e r  by upgrad- 

ing t ra t i i t i cna l  schools with which they were associated or by s t a r t i ng  new 

schools. These e f fo r t s  gained focus and momentum in  ear ly  Twemtiath century 

with thc ~ r g a n i z a t ~ o n  of the N a i r  Service ~ o c i e t v . ~  

S b . i l a l y  the  E z l ~ ~ a s ,  sections of whom calso advanced economically 

in the second half  of the century, were on thk eve of a great  Social 

R~fcrm T-c.:oaent, which i n  ea r ly  Twentieth century, took them in to  the 

f i e l d  oi p ~ b i i c  a u ~ c a t i o n  mu ta .~~:~;ri.l soc i a l  and cu l tu ra l  development. 

Increasing value of the l iquor  trade and the krowing.demand f o r  coconut 

produce i n  the  world masket i n  the second half of the Nineteenth csntury, 

benefit ted some sections of the Ezhavas who t r ad i t i ona l ly  were occupied 

with the tapping and sa l e  of toddy a s  well a s  i n  the  processing of co i r  

products. Backed with such prosperity,  more and more Ezhavaq s ta r ted  

seeking education, mainly i n  the missionary schools. A s  a r e su l t  the 

percentage of l i t e r a t e s  mong Ezhava males increased f r o m  3.15 percent i n  

in 1875 t o  15.71 percent i n  1901, This in turn led t o  the demand f o r  

representat ion i n  government service a s  it w a s  argued tht "Public Service 

... it must be admitted, i s  the  strongest  incentive t o  education i n  t h i s  

country", and that, though "Public Service is . . .. not the  end and aim of 

education . . . the Tivas (Ezhavaa) have not ye t  a t ta ined t h a t  stage when they 



ca.n ay?reci.tt, €;illr7.iti31? iven  thcl:j:h i t  doc?s nct  secure them a~~pcinticicnts~~. W 
3y the end r'; tiye centmy, E z h V s s  cy~idently were claiming a soc ia l  3tztus 

correspor!?ir?:? t,? x!ir soononic rl~velopnent t he t  they had achieve&. It was 

these twc fac tors ,  ecor ln~ic  prcsper i ty  z-nri eeducsti;nal deviloprlent which laid 

the base fo r  ths Sociixl Reforin ?,fo-v-sn!ent i n i t i z t e d  un.ier the leadership of 

S r i  Na,?oy.ynno Guru. With the c rgmiza t ion  of the Sree Nazavzn~ Dhwrna .??xi- 

,>al?.m Yosm ((s~Q~uT.) i~ l5,33, Ezh~.vz.vas thc.;ilst.lves st=-ted ss tabl ishing chca-  

t i s n a l  i n s t i t a t i ons  ;111 over i h ~  Stz.ie. ;Z1/ 

Such al.1 roun.1 int,?reof i? motlern e.+l~rnt.i,,n 2nd : l ~ n i . f i t s  thereof9 

among d i f f  crent  c:~stes m(l com!unit it's, def i n i t s l y  nildc?d n 6:rea.t impetus 

t o  c~di~c:~:tiortnl r~c.vt~l i~l~t i~.~r . t  in ZJin,.t+,enth century Travnncore. But the 

!nre of govern!?:t:nt scrvict: by i t s e l f  i s  i n s n f C i c i ~ u t  t o  explain the i ~ c r t > ~ s e  

i n  denm~cl f o r  t;l&c:ltion i n  t ha t  period. Persoils iiolding govsrroxent jobs 

were only &3,01'7 or  1.6 percent of the t c t a l  pcviilation i n  1.701. i.ihiie 

the small number of j03, i n  g~t-errment could !lave Tilde6 t o  the cornpet;tj.cn 

t o  ,:et in to  then, it. alone collld not have prompted so p a y  parents t c  send 

-t!leir c!:ildi7en ti. +t ei?.uca.ieJ .? .-r;?? i .i<:rz.hlc cost. 

The s t ruc tu re i  chmges tha t  occi:rred i n  t h s  agrar ian ccqnomy of 

Travmoore i n  th in  period has already b.?en ilicntioned. I n  thr. f i r s t  b.11 

,,f +;ai? , ~ . ~ T I I I J ' ~ - J ~  i+n,- , l f  T J I ? , : I v ~ I : T . ~ P ~  RS other 1)mts of India was; mr..ru closFlly 

incox.'i)cwnted i n t o  the worlii ~ z k e t  ~ i n d e r  i;l,ii .~!pr?r:ifie r : : ~ n ~ ~ i t . i ~ , ~ , ~  of 

colonin1 econony. With 1;R; incrc.:>:,-in? T,xi  t.i-h 1w.1 i + i r b o l  ,.OVLI.G ., I ... ... .r,.l;,. 

Inl'inn eccnony f c r  :'11 i,s:~.ctical 1jurpost.s h e c ~ r w  m ;;.;gricult\rml and rw 

material  ymducing appenf~a~e  t o  t he  i j r i t i sh  economy. Early Br i t i sh  inves't- 

ment i n  Indis. wa,s i n  extractin,  i ndus t r i . 2~  l i k e  rii.n+ ns, pl x l k n  t i  nnr: and 

i~nd zgro-;rr~c?ssi?; which were ::ill wi+hin +ha Trnme>wcrk af' a. rlnyenric,nt 



relationship.. 
2 0 In Trm::x~,:crz, .Eritish ca;?it:J w a s  d i r e c t l y  invested i n  

c o d  processing, t i 1 6  ~zsui':;~turin,~, ~~n~i! plantzt  l;ons. 

I l r i t i sh  inveot:wnt i-n pl?.ntntions s t r ~ r t i -  aroune 1'350. The subsequent 

increase i n  c:ultiv;itinn -2: ,;rid trsclt in ::tpic!;ltuxel l;;ociuce was a b e t t ~ d  by 

the f a c t  t ha t  by then Tr;v:~in;circ w3.s i n t e g r ~ t i ~ l  k 6 l l  i n to  the world nlarket 

ncxus. During the 1 8 6 0 ~  7 r a l . i ~ ~ ~  staze muni~.olies;  except those on s a l t ,  

zbkzri md  opium were zbulished .and a system of' custoins du t ies  introducmd. 

hs 631- l~  as 1853 tne Madras governmr?nt had s tzr te i l  negotiations for  put t ing 

Travmcore arid Cochin on the suni' foot ing a s  provinces t i i rect ly  rulcd by the 

Corn:mny, i n  matters of trade and commerce. This resul tzd i n  thc signing of 

the Inter-portal  convention of 1865 by thes.? two States ens, the 3rj.tisi.1 

In&ian Cnvernmcnt. 9fl 1 .=---/ Following these d~velopments t k ~ a r c .  uao conr;iderable 

increase i n  trade,  especial ly  export of each crops. 

Though the immedia,te r e s u l t  of t he  l i f t i n g  of nonopblies w?,s a sbxinkir6: 

of puuhLic revenue, in the long m, roverue in'calre incruzsed witi: cxp,nding 

ooomrce. This must tiivc come i n  imndy whe" ecvernrmnt went i-i  fcr invf;sti:.ig 

i n  and subsidizing of educztion. In  1360 and 1866 t;~erc w i ~ r ~  S l i t h s  ii;sx..s-,c! 

by l 'ravacore govcmxnent sanctioning the u t i l i z a t i o n  of Xeaeni16 f'ron Tob:.cc~ 
&! 

md S a l t  f o r  eciucational purposes. 

Along with the gowth  of p l a t n t . i c n  ~ ~ ? ~ c i . : . l t - ~ ~ ? o .  witl.tin the St:~.to the 

t enu r i a l  reforms mentioned oariier  c=ate& Yhs n e z e s s q r  pre-conditions f ?r 

i n c r e ~ s i n g  comerc i a l i s a t i on  cf agricu1t;xe; both iri t m i s  of czsk. crop cu l t i -  

vation aMi cul t iva t ion  of feed gr.z.ins f o r  s c l l i ~ ~ ~ ~  i n  the : w k e t .  T h c ~ t f ~ x e  

it was in a siDuatj.on of conntrcialiaed egr:icultal:d ecorioiry, t k t  i r ?  ICr;.van- 

core, there  %ao g b ~ r i ~ u s  int t . res t  in chucation. 'Ths l i nk :  be twsn  thc:ri: two 

developn~nts  is to  be ::sen ,in ternis of the fac t  that  j.?!j% ?&pc?t-unir.iss ill 

. . 
plantation d' comerc ia l  s ec t c r s  would have inc ru~ssd  on o:le tud, x l ~ i l s  



on the ol;l?cr, t!lrrt was, i n c ~ r ~ s i n g  defild~!:i f o r  a t  l e a s t  basic e d u c a t i ~ n  

tha t  caul!;. q u i p  ?cople tr hmCl6 xccounis, mortgzgcs, contracts,  apreemc-nts 

e tc .  Trl* i : : o i x ~ ~ , ~ r c i : ~ ~ i z L ~ ~ i : ~ ; ~  ~i i. ;fi lA ,p~:;.::,:~~e:.n +con,~my gnl th6 r e  :;lllt7wAt 

all-roi.;r~ci in tz reo t  i.;, aciquirinb: bacic lit;!l.~zry ssills, L L - V ~ I ~ ?  w3rked as a 

?owrsrf~l force: hehin~l thk incrczs i  in. ~1c.mmcl f o r  education i n  the s c c o ~ d  

half  of the  Ninrttc,nii; ~ e n t u r y ,  cznnot bt over1or;i.ri.C. 

I n  t o  the c',ev~l.op~k:i~tz in 'T:'i-ix~~~;ore, ~ u b l i c  ilmand f o r  

7 edlrcltioa st=!@ j i o t  to l=ye l>!,en -0 wi6esp~r*;izcl i n  B r i t i s h  I n d i ~ ~ .  L!IS kin2 

c . ~  sL>c.ic-ei.(->namj~c. dcvel~piwer!i;s wi:i:>!! gener.n.ted such dzmulii i n  Tro,vancors 

did not. 1,npyen with thc s;s~~c. in tens i ty ,  a.11 over 3 r i t i s t i  India but  ra ther  
2Ul 

, r , , i g  i n  !-,.ciieta - ~ > : i y b i c ~ i l c ~ . l , y  r!roun<i bi& ct;rr~nirrci;l.l nnrl u r b a n  centres.  &en 

i l l  .tl?ilst: O C I ? ~ I . C , C  lillexc i ~ ~ ; : i r - - ! : ( . ~ > ~ ? n i i ~ i r  f':ii:i;~rs licvelcpsd i n  such z. va,y es t o  

increase Gi-i~~~li!! f o r  e,:>uc,-~tion tiher€ we:re no agencies t c r  ;jrovidc odncetionil 

f:q,cilities, l i k e  the ones we saw i n  t h z  cane of TravaEcors. Ths increasing 

precczupation of off ic i - . l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t l ~ s  f is lc i  of education i n  Dri t is i l  
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tha.t too i n  En+?li::li jn R r i % i o h  Tn~~iq, w h i c h  c. . ,~tld not helri t11c dev~lolm.-nt 
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i n  the  r~wr!bi!r oi' prir,?rr schcc;l F;-tudez!:ts ixl B r i t i s h  Indiz, between 1881-82 

. I ;  7 T h e  r l i  epxoportJ olmtt- developneat of secondary education vis-a- 
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in  general population, 
313: i5;P 1.1-s b-.~ir-?. 3cne other d i s ~ 7 . i  c t s  i n  the ~ e r c e n t a g e  of students_/ 

< L L  2s I i 2 ;  Ine fol;owi.ng tab le  would show: 

Table 4.1. I_z2sa+age of Pornlation uncler ihstYuction o r  instructed,  
I " l e ~ ~ : ~ s  P-e s idency. I @a& -.--.- 

T~xie:::. 17.7 14.Azcot 7.6 Gudapah 4.8 

Chin?leput 10.8 Ilel lzry 6.1 Salem 4.7 



Plunibt2r of Sc i~oo l s  >.lu:;brr e f  studen= -- ------ 
Type  of I n s t i t u t i o n  

~ . ~. ~. ~.~ 

Arts Call cgea 2 . . 3 161 . . 83 

. .. , 
5-nglisi? ::I& Schools - Boys 5 5 

Eng l i sh  ?iitltilz Schools  - 3oys 21 7 

Zrlr5,1isj> iYiddle Sciioo1.s - G i r l s  . . 6 

Eniyl i s h  l'rimaxy Schi~~ls - ( r . i~ : l s  . . 1 

V e m ? . c ~ ~ l ; . r  PYiuiile Schools - 
G i r l s  34 i 

vey,,;,c,,l~T r l , ! n l , q l . : ~  S?VlrY>l$ - 
Girls 34 84 



tiJ Tabl=  ::.I; llaluk-wise di! Lion o f  Schools an: Students 
yT.L;j:L A . z ,  i:> 3--- li.01 

...-. " ---------- .------.-------------------..-. .~ .---.-.---.-- - .------- -- 
y2]2dk Nw!lb<::r of Schools Number of Students 



i ( 1 ~ )  i .  Robin Jeffrg:: ( 4 )  Ch.Tf, reviews the  
p a l t e r n  i' pluc ; i t iona i  ?eveic?;m, t i n  19tk. cen tu rg  Tr??v;ir?ci:r-e . 

TJ! ?ercentn.ges 7 d . c ~  c s l c u l n t s d ,  e x c l ~ ~ < ~ g  Lo~dc-r Secon:lasy sni U;>:;er 
i'rimary Scl!onls and includi.ng schools  f o r  t ench in<  Qurcm - See uv*: 
(18"8-99), C~.VII, 3.216. 

Specia.1 ;.u:i 2?-;3ining Srhni:7s Cnnc; t i t l l t ed  another  0.3%. 

&/ C,:,~i?~>nrison wi th  i,:c,.lr;s Pr:?siiiency is ii!;mbsill.c sirct? r:::rdium wise 
d a t a  i s  not  -,v;~j.l;:~ble f o r  bla.drzs Gcv-t . Schools.  

$J Knowp nftc.r  Ch,-rli.s Wod,  t hen  I ' ~ . e n i ( ! ~ n t  of t h e  Rorrd of Culikrul of 
. tile Eas t  Tuc?ir> Co., wan i:no T i ) - ~ l  co~ri l :~mh, ,~~nive ed~ir:~ki.,~,?l. pcllicy 

,? L 1 7 1  i 4 :kt T i  3 , .  It w a s  is::iiad i n  1 H53. See D?n  J-dxi,~s: 
( )  h I J .  5 ,  2 . 4 l h  ( I )  Cl ) . IV,  

p.153. 

17/ i;:,; ,,,..' I ,  i'." i . ,  iil.itic11 Tnrlir. had becomc ' t o p  heevy' by the  secon* ha l f  of 
t h e  19t,ll ctrl bury , f o r  vci?-i inil.~ l,.>::s!,i?s. No-t im)~r,i.k;1rib reer;on wes tnzt 
~ ~ R I , , ~ ~ I  i qh IJ,TF r!i:i,de t h e  1 :iIl;.;lIage of ,?:dinini s t r c ~ k i  on'' m d  " j n p . ~ : ~ ; ; , ~ i I j g l y  
t h e  r l cw  * d 7 i c  ,t.i l ,~. .;l i::2 t21f pass  t o  eriplo.m~mlnt i n  t h e  puhl i c  s r r v j  rr-."- 

A i i i l  1 1 ,  ch.i., p.17. and a l s o  see  S.VP~ s~; lh?ri :  (15'/'(), Vol.lil. 

J&' li'hi.u;:l-, we :;et -i.c<,i!liiii s of tho il i f f i  r~u1 t i f : s  i u v ~ l v e c !  i n  i;ettirl,? t o  school 
i n  I<,Y,?_.!,, i t  i? 2p~lnre71t t h ~ t  sr m o d  pcr;-!le thyre? was sc i l r~ol  within 
renc.h:ir,le d is tmcc! .  I n  c:ine.s whcr t  ti!'? sch(jo1 i s  not  w i th in  a day '=  
t r : ~ , v t l ,  ra l - . t ives '  hgilrcs o r  frii.nclt:i houces were :rvnil+3,~ble f o r  ~ t i ~ $ . ~ : n t s  
t o   st,:^:;. E'or accc'lilli-s PJ' nchaols gGing ~ x ~ r i e n c e s  of e n r l y  20th  cent.  
K : .  1 (19'('/) :ad Tl~ak-azl.)i S i ~ ~ , s : . - r ~ k n ~ . a , ~  i . j l  la i 2 ( 1985). 

l l  Th d i f f i c u l t y  i n  rc;aci~ing sch<>ols ,  when t n e  distriRni:inn of  s c l ~ c ~ l ~  
is such -nc i n  551 Sq.miIes, L ~ ~ S E .  k:? 267 - ' .  ~-l&;& diii jlA2i'f,i. r.i. J ,  ".I a . , , ,  

a s  1 cn.ceiwnn i ? ~  . I  s of W :  X I  k .  ir:.lFini.,, 
T I  3 % .  I i'h.IV, p.125, TA.4.1. Sq. 

?n /  n , r  ;,. ,~,~~,!!..rt.i1~11sivc d t s c r i 2 t i o n  of the  d i f f e r e n t  syste.?ls 9;' e!ducakinn 
p;evql~;!L it1 Y . , , , : , ? L L , i , , t ~ ~ x l  T n d i - ~ t  , C , . i ,  I,J, S,.- C.F7q~vc~ . .7~~ ,? ;~r , s .  Rr j6>  (ed): 
( 1 9 2 5 1 ) ~  V , J  .zv., c ~ . ~ I I .  

& Sec,tll.ite sc!-~ools E:>r t ec i in i ca l  educat ion  $.c not  s e e z s  t o  h2,ve e x i s t e d  
in the "c:z:?iti i~nnl s,?stt'a. Such knowledge were tra thrr-,,~;.:h 
p ,  j : .  - k t :  ( 6 5 )  :-, f o r  d e t a i l s  
of ~~~~i JV,,+,~:+ ,-<... N . " - . . I . T ~ . , . . :  n n .  . C.1 

- (,.>,,<), 2 i ~ - : ; L  - Y Y i *  



Sae Ker?,la Kamudhi: ( I  9 ~ 3 ) ~  %.Je;{aci~mdran 'i"nacti~ur: (1 ~ G C ) ,  and 
Deepika (1 950) 

N.V.Manuelr (19721, p.32. 

a K.J .Leenose: (1947), p.xix.,; N.V.Manuelr (1372)~ 9.61-62, M.fil.Kuzhweliz 
(1965), Pp.24-25, and K.K,N.Kurup: (1977)~ p.8. 

& For de tz i led  d e ~ c r i s t i o n  of t r a d i t i o n a l  primary schools i n  &d.ra.s, sse  
J.P.lTaik &and S.IYurullah: ( 1 9 7 4 ) ~  Ch.I., Pp.6-8 and i n  Karala, See 
M.M.Kuzhuveli: (1365). Ch.IV. 

& Fra R a t h ~ J m e o u a s  an ~\71striq11 missionary who visj:teJ Verapoly i n  1777 - 
1789. - V.F;~niko.nnnrri: ( 1 9 7 7 ) ~  l'p.191-93. 

Kathleen Gough: (1975)~ p.13$., W i l l i a n i  Log-: (1906), 2.109 and 
V . N r ~ g m  Biya: (1936), Vol.11. p.4~15. 

i& V.Nzgam Aiya: (1906), Vol.11' Ch.VII, p.34 

ql/ V.Nagm Aiya: (1906). 

& S.NXikerjee: ( 1951)~  p.16. 

& See A.Aiyap2an: (1965). 

A& Kathleen Gough observes t ha t  (p.151) the  consequences of 't.liJespread1 
l i t e r a c y  a.5 out l ined by Goody and \'At in the  same co l l ec t i on  were n ~ t  
f'cu12 valid. in the case of Kerala. Goody i n  h i s  introduction,  (p.132) 



I 
1 .. ' 

t i r  ; c l : i l ~ z e  of kt: i l  7 Soc ; :ty t o  t:e.v?loy ?. stron;; iritirc!st in  
histor: /  .JT S G ~ ~ : I ? C : L .   lit..^? c j  .i:i iid t C , J L , ~  tow.-rda th.2 : re:k.iown ?f c;:3te . . . r  i t . .  i:cc;.-c~lcp t t c  G c ; ~ i ~  ,and Walt, one oi' t hc  rfl:!.in corlsenuences 
t.Er.rrlitcr::cg.i:; .ti-..:t (~ rn : e~ )  i ' t d ~  C ~ R C  :if >,.rritii5: 1s 'F .~ .~ .U~~'BOL-~; ;UZ ncdscaf corn+ 
vmicfitii.: -i.:y ~ h t .  ?:8.Ajoritjr o i  t i le ~ e n i c r s  of scc i i ty . "  I n  tit:: c-sc of India, 
;tix..ir f i n c i ~ h  tLct  " : .  otrcnc; k,:.ni+ncy-£ir w r i t i n ?  tk-be used 2.r; ;:; help 
t o  l:.;m.j;a-, . . . ai?! un~icr* sucl: c o i ; . n  its in f luenz i  t.;i:.!!ct.l tr,i.i-irds ti?,< 
c ~ u s ~ l i d . ; ; . t i s n  c?f t h e  exisYini, c u l t u r d  t t radi t ion."  (p.40). Wc tend t o  
> c l i e v ~  ti--2.t Eisrnl.?. fol lzwed t h e  c:i.se :if Indi?.., i n  t h i s  r i r t t c r .  Mcreovi-r, 
t h i  :;acts known a i , . )u t  Y&r,-.l- s o c i e t y  1li:::ke us  be l iev?  t h a t  Kerzla d i d  not 
tL::ve '<an unusuz.lly i i g h  groportion" of l i t e r - . t c s  i n  conparison w i t h  t h e  
r e s t  of Inliz.  ( ~ e e . J ? . c k  Goody: (1975).). B ~ s i d c s  Zou~il,  I'i.l~:.E;uzl~~uveli ( 
( (1545); Ch.N, p.:5) :11so c l z i q s  t!22t. K e r z . 1 ~  h:"? a l e v e l  of 1it;r;icy -- 
llikzh~r than  wiir.t ;:revails now. i;is :,-;;lmtnt r e e t  on the  po in t  t h a t  K u d i ~ a l l ,  
h d m s  ::xiote2 i n  every a, and t h a t  Lvtryone (emphasis ou r s )  crjuld wr i te  -- 
rind. ~ = a & .  ( h o t &  E l i k  Reck1a.s in ilncient ~ s i r s ) .  We have our  doubts 
cibout how many were allowed t o  n?&e use of t h e  Xudinallikudams. Norc;over, 
cvcn in t h e  case of u, tilc claim of l~undred per  cent  l i t e r a c y  seems 
f mfetciried . 

!&J Unlike !,air..; of olden iirnf:s, ?Jiart,--?tiz* Varna ' s  ;-srny fought b a t t l e s  iIl 
scLcil a wr3;. as t o  .zffect th6 c i v i l i a n  populs t ion  2s vc-11. For d e t 3 i l s  

.? . 
so- !-..~:i.P~nikar: ( 1 9 j l ) ,  m d  h.~.Ibrchi?i  Kunji: (1976). 

& r jn i f i cz t inn  of d i i i ' . ren t  ; :rincipzliti t .s undar a c e n t r a l  r u l e ,  "helped 
. . ~ I I  u l s ro lv in i .  ,<i. l: t 'r.71 , l i s t i n c t i o n s  9mii &?velaping c: 1-se af f a i r l y  

uniform s twd~_r t i , .  p r i m x i l y  f c r  adrl:inistca.tive purposes." (Krishna 
r 

Chlit??ya: ( 1 9 7 1 ) ~  Ch.VI1. T,.1''3,) ihe impact t h i s  had on the  spre~3i-l 
c l  .;-lucztj:n is l o t  knawn. ini: :;.:;:, wi: i xve  no evidence of a centra-  
l i z e d  educat ion  system being  s e t  up. 

qii/ Cer?t r r l iz~t j . :~ :n  con12 h-vc a f f e c t i i  the t r a d i t i o n a l  v i l l a g e  systcm 
(thoui$ i t  W;LS 7;irnk i n   eral la) w!lich cr:uld havc adverse ly  d f e c t e d  a11 
the  s~.rvicc.s  rri;~int~inc!,l i n  t h ~  v i l l a g e ,  includint;  educztion. On t h e  
r t l ~ . t i i . ? s h i p  betwein v i l l a i i e  x i m i n i s t r a t i o n  a ~ d  se rv ices  m2inta.ined 
see Verc Anstc:ya ( 1 9 5 7 ) ~  V&~.XVI,  p. 153 mi? f o r  dci;:ails of administra- 
t i v e  c e n t r ~ l i z a t i o n  i n  Ti'rruvencore, s e e  A.P.Ibrdnim i(unji: (1976), 
Ch.XI, Pp.101-109 an6 ( 1 9 7 5 ) ~  Vol.11, Ymt FJ, Fp.425-448. 

yJ Hevenuc Mmal:  ( I )  V o D ,  S.Velu P i l l z i  (1933), In t roduct ion ,  p.2, 
T.C.Vzrghese: ( 1 ~ 7 0 ) ~  9 . 7 0 ,  140 2nd S .Pmda la i :  (1912). 



Travancore's t r s i i t i o n d  inciustry - garticu1zrl.y wea in s ,  which we.s 
11 described a s  next i v p o r t o n ~ e  t c  : - i r i c ~ ~ . l t u r r "  - suffered a s e t  

back i n  t he  l a s t  f ou r  decades cf Nineteenth century. ( v . N ~ ~ w :  Aiya: 
(1906), Vol.111, Ch.XVI1, Pp 287-9). The p c s s i b i l i t y  of such a decline 
having s t a r t e d  e a l i e r  ca-mot be overruled; f o r  Macaulay, Br i t i sh  
Resident jn Travancrre i n  ea r ly  19th century estimated t h a t  the number of 
1-oJ us  warkin5 i n  Tcavancore brad declined t o  around 500 from more thnn 

2000, i n  the  l a s t  dscade of 19th cenkcy .  - See B-Sobhanan: (1977), 
Ch.VI, p.76. 

Ward and Comer: (18?8). 

Ward and Conner: (1898), Pp 46-47, 128-129. 

I 
II/ This is tilt pr~.up~j~:kin:: u s e d  i n  the  '1322 S~n!va~ RcPwt t o  worI< W ~ I L  kh.? 

share of the sck~nol-a_rr,irl,y .?gu gxunp ill t17m ku t:nl p n p l  n b i c v l .  

J.P.Naik nmt S.N~l~nliah: ( 1 ~ 7 4 ) ~  Ch.1.. Pp. 4-5. 

5P/ The p,.n.?tione at' ill-koring:at .hone yeens t o  have bean common i n  Kernla 
anone the  \.rali-io-do f m i l i e x  whc h,d f ' ~ m i 1 . v  h ~ t o r s  t o  whon~ oomokirnr-a 

even' chil.6ren of the  poorex fami 1 i n s  01' the  neiehhr icirhnod were sent 
f o r  l e a n i n g  - Sea. C . k ~ i i n g  h Fisnon: (1911), Ch.IX, p.29~:  

611 I.t i s  cl.n.imed t h a t  i n  the  f i r s t  decade of 19th century there  was an -, 
attempt a t  buildi.ng schools i n  every w, by the administrat ion of 
Dewan V > d u  Th2mr.i. If t h i s  pi' or t, real.? y topk place, then, it w i l l  
most probably 5.; the  first iristarice of govenlrneiltnl jnvolvement in 
popular education - P.R.d.Nnir: (1976), fd.nt. 19, and I-iistory: (1970), 
~1 .1 ,  2.73 

Ibid. 

6 J . :  (197ft), Ph.TTT, l3./1b, n n d  V-Nngrirn Aiya: Vol.I., Ch.VI, - 
Pp. 459-60- 

T.K.Ve111 P i l l a i :  9 4 ) ,  V . ,  Ch.IV, Pp.?o:, - 577, .  . *,,PI P :F T - , , , , A . , ~ ?  

(1979). 

a I t i d  

6J/ Ibid  

C-Achvj t n  M R ~ L : L I :  ( 191 I ) ,  Ch.M, p.291 



? :  l?,r,::,> of thesr. ;:-kur3.e~' must have been r ' u d y i ~ g  ir. i;he var ia ls  ~. >. , ~ - .,,.. ~ T : . . . . . . . .  - , , 8 .:, 
. I .  > .  - \ , I  

. & > = ~ .  ..L. ~, . . , r . . .  . ,:.-.L7 -;>) S jl.:+u, ?a. 1 4. .. .- 

Old Recurus: ( 1 3 3 1 ) ~  ? I An?. of' Hu- Order No: 167, dt .  20th 
I 

-- Limni, iO"2: 'Aqdisition of lac? for  the English School a t  Chirzyinkil' 

lo :  8 ,  and i l k ?  Z .M.Ehilip: (1908)~ Appendix VII, p.448 
e 0 

t!J/ - RAT: (1664-65), "Educ-  ion,', - - p.46, pa. 204. 

C 
The Br--cish m i a n  7 . -  . t .s iden~>it .  . a lso  show very r n i a ~ e  educational 
e f fo r t s ,  as the f~~i . . ,wlr r -g  ?able s!lt;ws: 

fiat-we of Ir~~;-inl-,~tion iV~irnber sf Ins t  it .ltions Taachc?rs Pupils 

.i. B e c g ~ l  L P: 

a,. English a1.3 ?!j.xj(>;i 36 283 5,465 
b . Vernzcul.?~. 104 4,6@ ------- - ----- In4 - 

2. N.W.P. 

a. English an,', Mixsc'. 7 1'2 1,582 
b. VerrAsculss 8 48 - - - - 

5.  Ma.dras 
a. English and Mixed 1 18n 
b. Vernaculaz - l 3  - Cannot be 

civen 
---------.---.-- --------------- 

~~~ 



I n  ,211 the P r ~ e i d e ~ c i c s  ttiere.r.iere e f f o r t s  izad~e t c  i n t e g r a t e  tra.ditioria1 
schools  i n t o  sn e_;f.ictivt? s:y::icm of modsrn t'~lrica,tion. Qut. o r ~ l y  i n  t h e  
North blestern Provinces XI?-r L t . G o v ~ m o r  Tilonason, i n  l8413s, d i i  t h i s  
scheme n e t  w i t h  a y  v i k b l i  s l ~ s c e s s .  :?is -Halkab;mdi o r  C i rc l e  Scnocls,  
e f f e c t i v e l y  incorporated indigencus r d u c a t i ~ n  i n t o  a we l l  organized, 
modern educat ion system - f o r  de t s . i i s  see J.F.Nr_ik a d .  S.Nurullah: ( 1 9 7 4 ) ~  
Ch. 111. 

J.P.Naik and S . h i ~ l l & :  Ch.111, P.66, 74 snd John Sagt in t :  (1968). 

J e r o i :  (19391, V g l . I . ,  ch.Xv, p.408. 

a E.M.Philip: (1908), ch.XI 

ks  quoted i n  J , F e r r o l i :  ( 1 )  V o l  Ch.VIII, f t . n t . 5 - ,  13.232. 

R.A.Jacob: 'His tory  of the  Londor-i Misslonary Soc ie ty '  (Typescript .  1957) 
i n  U.1S 97: ICW. This school i s  described as on Eng l i sh  school  though 
we do riot now whsthcr t h e  meOium o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  w3.s Eng l i sh  - See 
M.i"iKu~huvcli: 6 ,  p i  ?,.lso see  J>z,:;kom P i c k f t t :  (1933) Ch.XII, 
Pp.285-293. 

21/ V,Mz~nc? :!iya: ( I ) ,  I C I S  I .  J.D.Rus i n  
Nineteenth Century and Af ter . )  

2i// Report of t h e  Rev. thc~  S c c r e t a y  of t h e  Missionary Corl-t!si~oriding Committee 
of @IS on Cctiaym PZir's:ion, Feb. 1835, Pa r t  I., in m: I C U .  

P5/ Fcr  d e t a i l s  d f  t hc  e a r l y  a c t i v i t i e s  c. t he  CI)IS, See E&a Daiton: (1963). 

4k/ See Churoh E i s t o r . ~ :  (1905). 

k 3 b e r t . ~ . X ; ~ S g a t +  Jr: (19b8), NO: 2 ,  p.172. 

a E i ~ a  B d t o n :  (1363), Chs.N X I ,  K . ~ . ~ ~ s ~ d a s :  (1975), ancl E.M.Philip: 
( igos ) ,  c~ .xX,  ~ . 2 2 6 .  

Ringlet3ube i n  a L e t t e r  t o  I~Iunro in 1313 desc r ibed  t h e  6 schools  he r m  ,,y. 
f o r  the  " l a i t y "  as fol lo%,s:  ne i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  given c o n s i s t s  
i n  lessons  of reacling, w r i t i n g ,  i l r i t hn ia t i i  as 2lsc t c  Chris t ' ian.chi ldren,  
the  catecheism apd reading i n  t h e  New Testament o r  o tna r  r e l i g i o n s  books ... 
For  Sclr,~.~olmasters I c h m s e  -such out of t h e  congregat i6n t h a t  c m  read - - 
and p r s  f l u e n t l y  whizh i s  an inc i tement  t o  o thzrs ."  - Church Histore:  
( 1 9 0 5 ) ~  Ch.M, Pg. 175 - 7'4. - 



+JJ J.i l .J~~,cob: ir, CKS 37: I ,  Ch.Y,VII, p.9:3, rulc! "The S c o t t  Christisn 
Ci;l?.cge, Xag-,-rcgil, Travaicoie" i r ~  2 1 . 1 S y 5 r  ICliii. 

11C/ iiev.F.3zql-s: 'R tpc r t  on t h e  Trav~ncr.>re T a n i l  Miss ion ' ,  p resented  at the 
SllilC; Ootac~munci, ' p r i l  135%. i n  LiviS 92: ICW. 

-116/ Acci~iinf. t o  oric- s , ;~ rce ,  g i r l  schctois urerc: s t L w t e d  t o  t r a i n  school  
mic;+ ., .-, t-....,,. . "  --.. :=id ;loo t o  c a i n  s u i t a b l e  wive; f o r  catecheaSts .  - 'Nagercoil 
7 .  , ~IST., Ri:..:~rt of t i le 1905' iq LMS 95: I Samuel Nateer: 
Tht: L:xl+. of Char i tyL  i~.272) 

@ Chwch History: (1905), C.h.Z, Pp.173-74. 



121/ WS 352 I C U ,  Ap;i.XII, p.119., f z r  d e t a i l s  of l a t e r  contraversies on the 
or ig ins  of t he  fund see Z.M.Pmeht: (1966), and also E.M.Philip; (1908)~ 
App-X., Pp.454-455, App-XI, Ps.457-469. 

Old Records: (19351, p.2E5. 

CIvIS -- 1 8 a  ICHA, Apo.XXI Pp.116-117, and App.XXVI1, P.163 and CMS 39: 
I ,  E P i  (1908), Ch.XX, p.226. 

& "The Scot t  Christ ian College, 1906'; in LMS 95: ICEiA 

& Let te r  from G.O.Newport t o  the Dewan, dt.18th Sept. 1865, in CSF NO: 135: 
GW) (E) As, and D.O.No: ~/3941/2 (confidential) ,  f r o m  Dr.Xitchel1 t o  
the Dewan, d t .  30th May, 1900, in CSP No: 7089: GAB (E) Rs. 

m' In 1867, there  was only one school run by missionaries in Trivandmm 
town area,  s t a r t ed  i n  1822. Even t h i s  school i s  mcre l i k e l y  t o  have 
been i n  the suburbs as we f ind t h a t  t he  request f o r  permission t o  s t a r t  
a mission s t a t i on  and a school i n  Trivandrum town, w a s  turned down by 
the G o d .  in 1828. Therefore the  pr iva te  schools mention~d here .are 
qu i te  l i k d y  t o  be indigenous pr ivate  schools. See R.A.Jacob: i n  PIS 97: 
1cm. 

Report of the  Vernacular Education Department, PTE 1043 in Comrn.No: 9, 
f r .  Director  of 'Jernkcular Ed.Dep. t o  the  Dewan, dt .  10th March, 1862, 
in  CSF No: 290: GAD (E) Rs. 

1Z1/ :iddress of the Dewan of Travancore t o  the  S r i  Mulam Popular Assembly 
F i f t h  Session, in Almanac: (1908), p.28 

The descr ipt ion of these.  schocls given i n  the Census, t ha t  these insti- 
tu t ions  a r e  a l l  the r e s u l t  of p r iva te  entrepr ise ,  mostly self-supporting, 
and have been so from very remote times (and) the  teachers depend almost 
e n t i r e l y  upon the pupils f o r  t h e 2  maintenance which is given in kind, 
indicates  that, a t  l e a s t  organizationally there hardly was any change 
in such schools sven by the last *cade of 19th century - See. V.Nagam 
aiya: ( I Y O ~ ) ,  Vol.11, Ch.XI, p.453. 

The assu~nption here i s  t ha t  the indigenous schools ta lked about by 
Proverthy Schools Cornit tee were thkse which alrsady have come within 
the perview of t he  formal school system; while the Census had i n  mind 
those schools s t i l l  outside the system. The f a c t  t h a t  the  Prrnrerthy 
Committee Report mentions "fees due" in indigenous schools - of which 
3356 w a s  rea l ized  by them on an average, while Proverthy Schools real ized 
53% of fees  an< the Grant-in-aid schools only 3% - corroborates t h i s  
assungtion. Since, the Proverthy Report does not give the def in i t ions  
used, there  is no bas i s  f o r  s w i n g  anything conclusive about this. 



. . . . w . ~ ~  the s*?cond half 01' the centu-:-, products of ~ i s : - i o m . r ~ .  schools wero. 
bein; ~i i - reet&:: :  to r c l ~ . t j , v i ? ~  i:i,l: -J 'i .>.hd" jobs in .the ci;ffee e s t z t e s  
of l'ravancore and Ceylon. 'Therefore the m i s s i o n a i e s  introduced a 
!?clilil reqc i r ing  borfiing stviients t o  s tay  behind for  .a few years f o r  

. missicn:.s€rvice. . ! ~ n , a .  r e s u l t  of the increasing j3?1 p r ~ s p e c t s ,  requests 
, . 

f a r  ~ t z r t i n g  new'scho-1s were mdc t t ,  the missionzries.by people of 
d z f e r e n t  l o c a l i t i e s .  By end of tho c-;ntury lilce Vne 
lJ;~:+ercoil Semire::, :.?ulci s u b c t m t i a l l y  increzse the* f ees  "on account 
of the roni?xk&le des i re  and p6rs intcnt  demmd . f o r  English education. " 
~X.:.ntern;~or,.rp ; n i s s i c m y  obsf rv t r s  f e l t  t-kt such demand a t  l e a s t  p a t l y  
. v . c s  .- '(dli6 t o  English occupation a d  the c!esire f o r  government service." - 
f i . cpr t  cf t he  Secretzry i n  CiG 1235, I C F 3 ,  I~pppendix XXI, Pp.116-17, .and-- 
Appendix XXbrlI, p. 165, in m, I ,  an2 !Che Scot t  Cwis , t ian College 
(1.9~6) i n  ?Xis 95, I C i i A .  

115/ Prwar thy  Schools C ~ ~ i t t 6 6 ,  b v i f i i o d l  Report, ~ roceed ings  of H.H.: , the  
Mnhrraja's Govt., No: $47, 'dt; . 2 7 t h  ..Jan'rlary, 1892, i n  C S  NO: 13392, 
GAD (E) Ps. 

Rev.Mathiascs 'Review of t h e  History of t he  College', 20th Deceffiber,l919,' 
in LI% 95, I C U .  

RAT (186$-65), 2.15, pa  .I99 

N i  : 290, @a(X) k. 

See Table I X .  

Thoufih t l  ; nmber cf schoolr r ~ 3  :tc<::nts do not :ta,ily: s t r i c t l y  w i t h  
our own estimates,  t h i s  t ab l e  is reproduced here as- it gives""&ii'lde& of 
the i n c m a s ~  i n  number of schools as  well  as. zfuudents,. . .. : 

. . 
& Lt.Noi lCl8 fr . thc Dewan t o  Kersla Vzma Sr., dt.2ist h c h ,  1867, ' 

Lt.No: 389, f r ~ e r a l a  Tarma t o  t h e  Dewan, ?t:Bth June .188j, L t . f r .~e ra l a  
Vama t o  the  Dewan, i t .12th August, : 1872, i n  CSF No: ~~O:GD(E)RS. . . 

J&/ Ibid 

fiis& ~haitm,yi; (1971 j, C~.VIT; p.173. 

Lt .No: 1897, l'rivandrum, fr .Principa1 i n  ckiige,  ~ o v t  .~ook' ~ e p o t ,  t o  
the Dewan, dt .I l t h  P k c h ,  1897 in GSF KO: 7000; GAD (E)RS. 

w' P.Govinda P i l l a i :  (1975) 

& IChe impact o f .  the olltbwpt of newspapers, l i t e r a r y  j o d s  and other 
p r i o d i c a l s  in  l a t e  19th century Travancore i s  comprehensively discussed 
i n  Krishna Chaitanya (1971), Ch.VII, Pp.179 -176. To quote a part icular  
example, we have the i n s tmce  of Bhasha Poshini, a well  hown l i t e r a r y  
journal published from Kottqvm, 17hich claimed tha t  concessional 



subscription r a t e s  were being offer( .  :: f o r  teachers md  a r t i c l e s  of i n t e r e s t  

t o  teachers are being included i n  i t s  issues  - Lt.fr.K.J.Var€hese Mapillay, 

Sec, Bhasha Poshini Sabha, t o  the Dewan, dt. 30th August, 1898, Kottayam, in 

'Rep. of the Vernacular Ed.Dept. I'D3 1043' in CSF No.290: GAD(E) Rs. 

CSF N0.13410, GD(E)RS, and CSF No.71392: GAD (E) HS. 

'Rep. of the Ver.Ed.Dept. ME 1043, anu PE 1944' i n  CSF No.290: 
GAD (E)RS. 

University Committee: (1924)~  Ch.11.. p.15 

Ibid. Pp. 18-79. 

154/ Lt.fr.G.0.Newport t o  the Dewan, dt.18th September, 1665, in CSF No.135: 
GAD (E)R~. 

Lt.fr.John Lowe t o  the Dewan, dt.22nd September, 1865, in CSF No.135: 
GAD (E) fis. 

The well known Dr.Palpu and h i s  brother Velaudhan acquired Fmglish 
education because t h e i r  f a the r  brouzht a n  Anglo-Indian Missionary from 
Angengo over t o  Pe t tah  in Trivandrum, a113 he s t a r t ed  a "Kudipallikudam" 
f o r  these boys a s  well  as  others.  Later on t h i s  school got recognized 
as Pet tzh English School. I*.,, 3y be mentioned t h a t  i n  l a t e r  par t  of 
the century the Lrothezs Palpu and Velaudhan o t  admission i n  the 
Maharaja& High School - See .M.Govindan: (1952 

P . ~ . ~ h o ~ r a  e t  al. : (1979), Vol.111, ch.XV, p-216. 

Ibid. 

~ ~t . f r . ~ . ~ . L a f r ~ e n a , i s ,  Supdt. o f  Dis t  .Schools, t o  the  Dewan, dt .  25th 
October, 1871, in CSF No.135: GAD (E)R~.  

160/ Comm.fr.P.Palpu, Asst .Surgeon, Mysore Govrt. Service, Bangdore, t o  
a Soobyer, the  Dewan, dt.13t.h Yay, 1835, in CSF 80.323%: 

k 3 ) R s .  

161/ See Table IV. 

162/ V.Nagam Aiya: (1906), Vol.11, Ch.VIII, p.117. 

-&/ "Rep. of the Ver.Ed.Dept. ME 1044" in CSF N0.290: GD(E)~-  

Ef fec t  of t h i s  could be si-en i n  the f a c t  thh t  the number of aided schools 
i n  the  S ta te  increased from 437 t o  1375 and the nuu.?xr of studnets i n  
these schools from 21,574 t o  57,314 between 1881 ar.d 11393. See V-Nagam 
Aiya: (1906), Vol.11, Ch.XI, p.437. 



m/ ':.?,:erccil j i z t  .Re.?,. 1906' i n  UYS 95: ICKA, ' south indi-n  Pii;asionarl, 
Confe:rence, %t.,3.c;5irLuncl., April. 1858, Rep. of the  Travancsre ' t p a 1 1  

idii3s  o on F;; ke~.!<.8syl+:. of Neyyoor iq iihS 97: I C d .  

2-63! C.F.Ihti!eii a 4  N . X ~ T l r , ~ r n ~ j . :  ( I  957) Chs.V, V I  and M, Robin Geff2.v: 
( I ) ,  ch.IV., ~ : ~ ~ l l @ 9 ~ ~ i ? 2 .  

'16':: " LL .i'r.i.l.V;ir~r:1ese Mapillay t o  th? Uewm, dt.21st Nov., 1898, - 
Trivancizwa, i n  TSP bJ0.3522: GD(E)RS. Th-7- us,, <.kt ' u t ; ~ t e r  - '  t h m  the  ezrljr 
rf:c?rd of Catholics the non-c~~thol ic  Syrians '  record in s t a r t i n g  
.?chools, was not v?z$ commendable, till around 1875. They s ta r ted  
zone verr2acular sc l~oc ls  .Ju.l.rlg the period of l i t i g a t i o n  with the  new 
Syrian church, which ::€ems t o  have been the  beginning of t h e i r  concerted 
?.ctivii;ies i n  t& f i e e l  of eAucation. They ;ire supposed t o  have 
ct.. ~r t eci 3 ' E n ~ l i s h '  Hieh Schools, j 'Enelisti Middle Schools, severa l  - 
'Englis"' :pi-lary schools and 'no fewer than 250 Vernacular Schools.' 
Sse E.il.Phili3: I ,  Ch.;iXIV, p.356. 

li?/ qe2. $1 Gle siJC . ?vn .;:75' in ms 38-40: I C ~ ,  ~pp.xx,  pp.114-i5., 
It nw- be mex-tioned t i -a t  Ce.tholics viere considered t o  be most .back- 
ward -dncational nraszess,  among C h r l j t i a n  denominations, till the 
1 i '  ? i t sir. E.M.Philip: ( i503),  Ch.YJIT, p.404. 

P. R . : .N.?<.r :  (1978). 11, thc j.&o_or&~-kn the  Ceni 1s of 1881, Nagam'Aiya 
r;.erLticris 'iiiat ixs 't,iilk. 3; i,nt L ~ ~ i s t i a n  schoals a e  run by Catholics. 
Ch.Iv, p.157. 

17J/ N.K.Jose: ( 1 5 7 9 ) ~  Ch.71, p.73 

J&/ D i d .  See a l so  hlirahml Nidliiryr (1971), Ch.XXVI1, ~p .312  - 13. 

JJ'j) M.O,Josepii Nezluuilcunnm: (1971), p.9. 

& N.K.Jose: (1374, Cil.VI, ~p.63-71, 2nd Abr~1hm Nidhiry: (1971) 

Lt.fr.Dewan Feis*%w t o  the Dewan, at .15th Aug., 1900, Kottaym, 
( s t r i c t l y  corLi'ii;entid), i n  $3 No.7189, G B ( E ) ~  

-/ See.C.P.b.thew and MJl.Thouas: (1967)~  Ch.V, p.70 ,and 'Statement cf 
the '&.ta.:rm Cmfsrenct; 1857' i n  CXS 39: I C H A ,  

V.Nagam Aiga: ( I )  , 0 1 ,  Ch.XI, p.445: 

JGJf St:i Table I V .  With reference t o  r e l i s i on ;  the Christ ians had a highsr 
percentage of l i t a r a c g  - 15.7% - than Hindus and Nuhanmedans who had 
iil-ilj. 11 .PA and 8.@6 ,zesi~ec.b_uely. 14oreover t;.e Tsluks of I L o t t ~ m  
(36.. @h), T i r u v a l ~ a  (55 .6%j, an6 Minachil (34.5%) which topped i n  uiale 
l i t s r a c y  an.1 EE.;.~, Kottayan: and Changar-racherry, which topped in female 



l i t e r acy ,  were al l  regions .having considerable Chris t ian population. - See 
V.Nagam Aiya.: (1906), Vol.11, Ch.VLi, p.35. 

in C@ No. 17399: GAD (E)Rs. 

m' The neglect of indigenous systems of education - del iberate ly  o r  
otherwise - created a s i t ua t ion  i n  other par t s  of India; a t  a time 
when a6equate number of modern educational i n s t i t u t i ons  have not come 
up, a severe lack of educational f a c i l i t i e s .  Such a s i t ua t ion  do not 
seem to  have exis ted i n  T'ravmcore, considering the demand f o r  education 
t h a t  existed here. - See.J.F.Kaik md S.Nurullah: (1974). 

184/ This was a point of contention among Syrian Catholics in. 19th century. 
This demand as  well  a s  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  rever t  back t o  some of the age- 
old p r z t i c e s  of t h e i r  community were par t  of a general awakening in 
the community. 

186/ 'Endorsctnent by the  Dewan, d t  .2l st April 1891 ' i n  CSF No. 1744: GAD(E)RS. 

C.P.Mathew and M.M.Thomas: (1967)~  Ch.V, p.47 

188/ Revenue Manual: (1915)~ Vol.IV, p.229. 

& T.K.Velu P i l l a i :  (1940), Vol.11, p.536. 

T.C .Varghese: (1 970), Ch. II., p. 35 

S.Velu P i l l a i r  (1933), Introduction, p.2. 

1P1/ Ibid;  Appendix A: 'The Royal Edict  of 1005 m'. 

192/ B i d ;  Ap;)endix B: 'The Royal Proclamation'. 

For d e t a i l s  see  K.S.Panddai: (1912) 

195/ For a comprehensive discussion of the  Reforms and t h e i r  economic impli- 
cations,  See T.C.Va-ghese: (1970) 

V.Nagam Aiya: (1884), Ch.IV, Pp.157-58 

199/ Perrol i :  (1951)~ Ch.VI; Pp.155-197 and Ch.VII1, 9.187-188. As l a t e  a s  the 
1% Cent.CMS Missionaries i n  Kottayam had t o  say the following i n  t h i s  
regard: " S ~ ~ . ~ e s t  the p o s s i b i l i t y . t h a t  the Committee ma,y have formed 
wrong impressions from the terms &&& and Diocese. The country i s  not 
subdivided i n t o  Parishes as in  England, bwt each church has so many 
families attached t o  it. The base act of res id ing  a t  Kottayam does not 

.- l., , ,. 



7 ;:/ Z,:: .joBeph ii~].ilrnr.nl: (19'73) zn? X.P. Jose: (lL'77), Pp.1$:4-15,:. . .. - 

2 . d  '1.. Co .,i-egr,l:iori k ~ d  by ?!>31, fo1.z Xncli-i: :Ii& So*;rels, four English 
v . .  - ,. 
8 1 1 . :  : : i  r:r' f CUI. '~i i :~!l?c: ,~l~r S~913ols. -- b?r~r.?;.i:tes: -.-- (1 9 3 2 )  , r,.94.. 

. , r , ; /  ,, i.. 1- I.C.: .. . . J ; J~ ; :  mcl S.i.jud:sh: (197$), h i  a ( 1 9 6 ~ ) ~  Ch.1. p.20., 
1 lhc  c?-?ff.~c;lh-l a t  ::rornoting primary educa.tion whi.ch wa,s i n  the policy recom- 
encir.tions of tine times, d.i?. not  nusccid, a s  i t  was clzined, dfie to  1.ack 
of f 1r,,-.ds. 

. . 
f.L:si'or:?nce i s  . to the Pkl~ .ya l i  Xenorial Xovemant of 1892, which is generally 
ccr,el3<??ad t o  :;lnrk the beginnin[ of organized pol i t ion1  a c t i v i t y  ir! the 
State,. 

20fi/ 'lhL;-.ycli Ivieinorial - Menlorzr~du~!' , 3 .3 ,  pa.? i n  CSF No. 1744: ( G ~ ( E ) R S .  

?3?f 'l':,$. i ,.A;2vL:,2G iAL :..* <itsz, "&st.. : -.:. 
_i-_/ 

..- - ..,.,.,+ on eGccational qua l i f ica t ions  and 
1 i.:. 1,zppcnei.i t.3 affeztive1.y ~ e s 1 : c e  :,ntronags PZG relir , ions t e s t s  in 

sc',?c :.i.on:; t o  jobs i n  S~~!:l.:~,nc i n  t h r  19th c.trLtu2y, i s  explained in 
n)tt:>i.efi Go-tgr;we: ( I ) ,  o l . i i i ,  Pp. 33-41. 

1Uc. 1268 KSA 

V . ~ % i ? m  Aiya: (1906j, Vol.I., I ,  p.488 

212/ C i r c u l s  iro. 14, dt.29tt1 Xedom 1062, G ~ z 3 t t e  Xotif ioat ion d-t .2Yth Cni.ng;im 
1063, Gzzette Note d t .  28th A p r i l ,  1887, md Circula No.1749, 
dt.22.5.1063, i n  01~1. Records: (1435). 

Z-t .fr.P.IT.hanoo P i l l a i  t o  the Dewra, dt.5th Feb. 1894, Confidential, in 
C S 1  No. 13402: G,~(x)Rs .  

& i.:crno I'r.Dewa~ t o  .%ads of Dewan t o  Iiends of Dapts., n.d., and L t . f r .  
i)ew:n t3 Sm;_;:hilczziy&az-, dt .  26.5.1894 in CSF No; 1524: :AD (E)RS. 

r?-15/ 'Reply ~~ieie,r:orCandumt, 0.22, i n  C S  Flo.1744: GXD(E)I:% 

& As l c t e  ;is 1926, nt  the 'lower leve ls  of Government Service a large'  number 
of ;:osts l i ~ e  those, oE Police Constables, Peons 2nd Pe t ty  Officers were 
lcf  t t c s  be f i l l e d  without r e f  erence t o  t,?dcational qua.lif ications.  1% 
iias statwd t h a t  not l e s s  tiliw- 20,000 . o,ts exis ted f o r  which no educational 
qusl i f  i ca t ions  were i'ixed.. iJ.Kumiranz t)1&6), Vol.VI, :To. 19, October 1. 



& T.K.Velu P i l l a i :  (1940)., Vol.11, Ch.IV, p.27,. For d e t a i l s  see Ibrzhiol 
Kunji: (1973), Vol.1, No.1. 

218/ See P.T.Chacko: (.i945), p.74 (Quoting S i r  C.P. Ramaswami hiyer). 

Dewans l i k e  I"Mhava Rao were t ra ined in English educational i n s t i t u t ions  
in TJbdras, and they were interested i n  the 5pread of modern education. 
See V.Nagam Aiya: (1906)~ Vo1.I. Ch.VI., Pg.523-24 and Maharzshtrians: 
1 9 5 7 ) ~  P.87). Their persoal i n t e re s t  was cer ta in ly  a fac tor  i n  the 

spread of educational development. (See.University Committee: (19251, 
Ch.11, Pp. 14-15) 

220/ See Table XX.  

& ' ~n&rsement~  by T.Rama Row, Dewan, Nedumpolam, 21st April, 1891 9 pa.7, 
in CSF No.1744: GAD(E)Rs. - 222/ 'PIemoranduml, p.1, Pa.1, in CSF No.1744: GD(E)R~ - 

& For de t a i l s  see K.K.Kusuman: (1577) 

& Order ~ . ~ i s . ~ o . ~ g i $ / G o v t .  d t .  Trivandnun, 25th June, 1935, 'Pert he 
Tr-it iond Orders ' , Recruitment Manual, (1937)~ Pp.41-11 

& Ibid. , 

226/ B i d .  -. 
& Lt .fr.John Lowe t o  Madhava Rao, at Neyyoor, 22nd Sept. 1865, in CSF No.135, 

GAD(E)RS. 

& See C.J.Fuller: (1976)~ Ch.11, Fp.20-21, and Ch.VI. 

This waa a phenomenon common t o  a l l  p a t s  of India-Anil  Seals pilt it as 
from ancient times the higher cas tes  of India  had been the administrators 

and l i t e r a t i  of t h e i r  comunities.  Since hi@er education under the  
B r i t i c h  was primarily a course offer ing its pupils the  new qual i f icat ions 
now demanded f o r  jus t  those employments wlucl; were t r ad i t i ona l ly  the i r s ,  
the  new e l i t e s  moved unsweringly down these two (services and professions) 
avenues of advancement". - (1968), Ch.111, p.115. 

See J.Puthenkalam: (1977) and R.Jeffry: (1976) ch-m. 

See M.P.Joseph (1918) \ 

P.Natarajan2 (n.d), Ch.X, p.158, and R.Jeffry: (19761, Ch.IV, Pp.139-141. 

& V.Nagam kiya: (1906). Vol.11, Ch.VI1, p.34. 

Lt.fr.P.Palpu t o  the  Dewan, 
GAD(E)RS. 

1895, Bangalore, in CSF No.3234: 



For deta . i is  see F.houtwt a ild G.Lenencier2 (1978), and ~.kajenc~ran:  
: (j!37.4:!, Ch.111 

2& V.ilagam iiiyn: 6 Vo1.11. C ,  p.54. Table. 

23-91 pi.il e:fort taken by parerits in Kt-rala f c r  sendin[< tkir  children t o  school 
hcd i%en c~flu:~c?sited u:joc, a t  a l a t e r  ricte, a.s follows: "The f a c i l y  budget 
show the ::ilii?gness cil tile >,.j-t cf !+rents to  s p e d  sometimes ?:ore t h m  

&J.OJ See E.l:i.%c.;.arov: (1'365) 'nrrd 1rfn.n %bib. (1975) 
?!I,/ This .zgxewsr:t provided for (2) i3o cot:; t o  be levied by C+vt. o+f: '::' 

1n:iin on. poi:.?. pro-luced i n  the two Stxtes  on t h e i r  Laport in to  Br i t i sh  
i n  t i  ( b j  f r e i  trade between Travmcore a d  Cocnin (c) Tra- 
v.mcore t o  l e v y  export du t ies  not l e s s  thzn w h a t  w w  obtaining in Br i t i sh  
Illciia (d) tne t-"yo s t d e s  t,:; adost B r i t i s h  Indian t a r i f f s  and raten .of 
iidport duty; etc. - For d e t a i l s  see Trade Convention: (1927) ,' and E n a u i q  
Comnittee: (1332) , Ch.VI1, P?. Y8-89. 

? . -  &I The t o t a l  ~ d u o  of exports f r o n  Travzacore increased f m m  Rs.3,544,653 t o  
iis.7,276,200 betwc-en 1861-62 and 1868-69, See V.Nasam diya: (1906) V01.111, 
Ch.XV, P.126. , Fbr fur t i ier  d e t a i l s  see  T.G.K.Pani4ar e t  a l :  - (19771, Ch.11. 

i<o.ljz: LSA. K0.14.0n KSh. A similar poss ib i l i t y  i n .  the case S r i  Lank2 
which also had pre-indeponiknce history of educational development of 
creditable proportions, i s  indiezted i n  Yaul Tsemn: (1980), Vol .VII1 ,  
No.5, N~zch ,  P.258 

For (!st i ls  of Travmcore's set".ement p d t e r n  s e e .  P.Narasimha Aiyer: 
( )  anG E.Naaswla xigle*: (1i.j;) 

& In l i t e r a c y  the castes  and c o m i t i e s  descended more o r  l e s s  in the 
sme  order as  t h e i r  yos i t ion  in soc ia l  heirarcby, a s  the following tab le  
 rill show2 



'6P-LC'Q '(1961.) 
rsr'ehmaqaa ~a?ap~~ pa Kaz~s~ uyor aas 6Sse~o ssaursnq Biry+enmq ue 

jo ~uar;rdo-[-anap aq+ pm uorqeonpa uaaqaq uoy+oz+uuo3 arqq 30 uo:+d?;cosap n ;co& fl 
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