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ting, Baployment and Land Holding Pattern in a Tamil Village®

INRODUCTION

Kadathuchery iz o small village in Thoemgomputhur pakuthi
lgstheeswaram Taluk in Kanyalumeri diz rict.:'l'/ Roughly about
toen minutes bus ride from Nazsrcoil town towards Manakudi {a
il village) will take yon to a place called Parakai junction,
n get down there and walk along the country road in the eastern

¢tion, after about two and a halfl kilometers you will reach Xadae

hery which is kmown locelly as 'Kadatty's The distinctive feature

tmarks out this village from the rest of the Harijan villages in

Yadu was ita monocaste (Harijen) population and high levels of
wacy, The Census authorities sclected in 1961 this particular village
s> an intensive survey of its sociow~economic conditions.-g/ We resur-

o this village in Jaawary-Febrvary 1980 with the objective of under-
tnding the chopees thal took place there since the 1961 survey., Some
¥ our mejor findings relating to education, employment and landholding

pitern are briefly reported in this paper,

The papexr is divided in three sections. In Section I, we
wort the changes in the levels of education, occupation and employment
{ the populction, Changes in land holding pattern and theixr impact

1the villoze econormy are dizcussed in Section II* A gummary of our

bl initial draft of *this paper was prenared sometime in early 1981,
fubsequently, we have roceived comments and suggestions from several
friends and colleagues which helped us a lot to improve on it, We
are perticulaxly grateful to Ir,G W Reo, Dr.Chiranjib Sen, Dr,Sudipto
¥unile, Dr.P R G Nair and Sri.D Narayana, for their comments on earlier
drafts, Bulk of the responsibility of conducting the field survey was

undertaken by Professor ¥V C V Retnam,



findings is given in Section III,

SECITION I

Rucation and Baplovrient

According to the 1961 Cenzus, the total pepulation of 'Kadaity!
was 464 persons comprisins 224 wles and 237 females, This population
was gprcad over 130 households, The entire population belonged to the
ZGapiion caste of S:vmbavars'.é/ The Christian Missionaries who had worl
in this village dnring tha latter h2lf ofthe ncneteenth century, conver
a gizeable proportion of the population to Christianity. In 1961, the
Christian Sambavars constituted 57% of the popuiation ond the rest re-
mained Hindu, However, conversion has not removed the Castes bhoth
Christizn und Hindu Sembovars still together form one single capte .
The Christian Sambavers continue to be treatad by the government ona
par with their Zinduv counterparts For dispensing various benefits, Te
exists no restriction among the two groups for inter-maxriage, In clicd
all the socio=cultural aspects of life cxcept in matters of faith, the

Community still romaing homogenous.

A significant impact of the Chrigtian influence in this villag
society has becn on the svread of literacy. The Missicnaries hed set
up an elementaxy school in tie village towards the ¢ond of the last cont
Howover, this school was Ciscontinued after a few decades. How chilirw
from 'Kadatty' go to the itwo schools situsted in the neighbouring vill

at a distance of :bout 1.9% kilometers, The arest highschool ig atez



tistance of 3 Kns, from the village. Tacilities for college and
ther teohnical edweation v ooailable in hé Nagarcoil town which is

dout 6 Kms, away from the village,

Since the village had had a fairly long tradition of elementary
ducatior, the lewvel of literacy has reached very high levels, According
W the 1961 survey, 66.4 percent c¢f the population wag literate, a rate
nch higher than even in the Madras city (58%) and the Kanyakumeri dis-
trict (48%) in which the village is situa.ted.&/ The female literacy
mte vas 2lgo very high in this village. Over the last two decades, the
rite of literacy has shown further significant increase with the result
thet in 1980 only less than one percent of the population above (0—5)

ige group wag rceturned as illiterate.

Az we noted eariier, the credit for Sowing the seeds of educationzl
abvancement among this comrmunity goes to the Christian Missionaries.
Tey extended to the cdnvert population all possible assistance for social
-amd econormic advancement, GLhelr offorts included material ineentives
far schooling, granting of church lands at concessional rates for lease
siitivation and also help to the cducated persons for securing gainful
aployment. Education has in dwe course become the prime concern of all
wiseholds, howver, minimal the actual attairment turns out to be. Most
#f the parents, infact, send their children for schooling instead of
wwaining them for household work or of enrolling them in the labour

frce cerly in 1ife., Sec Table 1.



Table 13 Percontase distributionééf total population in

Verious Agso=gtoups according to Activity Status
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The percentage of persons with elementary cducation and above
in 361 was only 2,7. By 1980, the corresponding percentage increcsed
fa as high ag 35, including 11.4 percent in the secondary and 3 percent

in the sbove=sccondary stages. Between fhe'sexes, some difference is
noticeable_in favéur of thc malcs particularly at the secondary and
higher levels, the literacy rates for mon and women were 22,4 percent
and 12,7 percent respectively. Howover, the cducational progress of the
females during 1961 to 1980 has been 2t 2 rate hisher than that anong

the males,

Table 23 Progress of litcracy and educatior of population

6 vearg of age and above

i | 1961 , 1980
Rducational Level |- : :
_ o ' Persons Malc Female , Persons Male TFemale
Illiterato - 26,2 139 37,7 0.24 0.5 -

i : .
Literate and Primary , !
level E 7142 81.6 6144 ; 61.70 57.3 6640
Middle and Secondary :
lovel o 25 049 31,0 37.4 32,5
Above secondary 1.0 240 - : 3.1 4,9 1.4

Total 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0




Tough the significance of ducation is well realiscd by this Harijan
Lomunity, their ability <o sustuin it for economic advanccment seems
0 be rather limited. 3Besides, most children take longer periods than
e minimum prescribii to meach pgiven levels of aducation cxcept per-
naps at the initial singes. Jligh mtes of drop out and grade repetition
2t the middle schocl «ind hi cr gtagos neturally 19ad to a petering out
of the proportions of the population in the higher age groups enrolled
it the corresponding stages of cducction. The distribution of the po-
lztion according to age groups and edustional attaintments is given

in Table 3,

Table %z Proportion of person (6 and ovor) according to educational

level and age proup 1980.

, Rolevant _ Present level of education
s% gro‘dp s-ta‘ o f r e mams e e P REATL. L 8 s o e m n t 8 e it e e m— ¢ G —— Ab
288 0 - 15 3407 - _ ove =
eduontion Primary Middle Seconda secondaxy Total

6 9 Primary and p ' | - -

17 Mifdle 114 2.4 1444
21 = 44 - 20.8 10,5 TeT L 244 47,4
45 - 59 - 12.9 242 10 - 16,0
£ + e 12462 142 Ca7 - 1440
TOTAL -— 61.9 20,6 144 el 100,40

About 62 percuent off the population has attained only primary
level education, Most of the pceraong in the older age groups do not
possess scholing beyond that ]..evcl, the proportion among them with
tédle znd sccondary school educaticn being very small, Among the younger

age greups, particulorly among thosc in the age group 14~2C, the number



of years of schooling in hirlcr (see

oportions in the secondary ond

highsr levels), eventhough, & large proportion discontinues schooling

before reaching stages which would ensure them job opportunities in

riddle and high levels of employment,

On the cother hand, they join

the locel labour force and seek enployment in azricultural and 2lliecd

activities,

Table 42 Percentege distribution of workers accordiny to present

level of age level of cducation and occupation at the

time of entrv into labour force,

1980

I. Present Level of Axc
14~20
21=44
45=59
60+
Total

iI. Lovel of Education

Primary

Middle
Secondary
Above secondary
Total

IIT, Present Occupation

Cultivation
Agricultural labour
Salaried jobs

Other self-cmployment

Total

Age at Entry into Labour Force

¢ — . oms e &

t
!

7

1416 1719  20-24 25 + iouf'
7‘5 100 - — 3.,;
325 " 14.8 de6 140 52,8
15.4 349 1,0 - 2140
1448 . 2,0 043 - 174
70.2 21.6 549 2.3 100,
5707 ‘ 606 e 1.3 65.;
1141 8.9 0.7 - 2047
0.7 546 46 1.0 11,8
0.7 0.7 047 - 2.
70.2 21.6 5.9 2.3 100,
6.9 3.9 1.3 0.3 12,
59.4 1541 2.3 0.7 T
- 1.3 2,0 1,0 43
3.9 1.3 0.3 0.3 6.
7042 2146 5.9 243 1004
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It is significant to ncte that 70 percent of the workers
entered the labour forec betvween the ages 14 and 163 most of them
mve ordly primery educetion and congregate on the' agricul tural labour
citegory,  Those who joined the labour foree at a slightly older age
heve relatively better educetional levels and o few of them got salaricd
jebs or ended up in self cmploywent. Nevertheless, entry points into
labour force are not conditioncd rﬁainly by the levels of educatio_n
reached, but by economic pressurcs and opportunities within and oute
side the village econony. The relatively high work participation rate
ad the carly entry of persong into the labour force are not, however,
fue to any inerease in employment opportunities within the village oven
ine years, Rather it is due to cconomic compulsions of poverty, Tho
tendency on the part of the labour force is scen to be one of sharing
the availaple opportunitics for work among all the persons who are nok
ible to pursue studics or to migrate to placeg outside the village for

saployment .,

The occupational slructure of the workers in 1961 and 1980 is given

in tacle 5. It shows the preponderance of _agrioulture as the souxrce

of employment for the labour force in both the years, Within agricul=

ture, it is sigm'.fica.n‘t to note that since opportunities for owner or

tenant cultivation are limited, a large propgrtim. of the labour force
iepends on agricultural wage employment. Tnterestingly, the proportion

of agricultural labourers in the total labour force increased from 54
preent in 1961 to 77.5 percent in 1980 while the proportion of cultis
vators declined during the same period from 37.6 to 12,4 percent. The

icline in the proportion of cultivaiors has been due to the resumption



by owners of formerly leascd out lomds for own cultivation, The
opportunities for salaricd employment have shown only neaxrzinal incroa-
sos over this noriod, despite the notable improvement in educaticnal

1 ev_e?Ls of population.

Table 53 Qecupational digtribution of workers in various categories

1961 1980

Occupation
Persorn Male Fomgle Person Male - Femd:
Cultivation 3746 411 3445 1244 1244 1245
Agricultural TLabour 5441 46,8 6241 7.5 69,9 64,9
Salaried employmcnt 2.4 345 Q.9 443 Te8 0
Buginces and trade 1.6 2.8 -
Other sclf employment 4.3 51 2.6 548 9.8 2.0

100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0  100,0 100,06

The employment oppoxtunities within the agricul tural scetor
seen to boe strictly limited by orea under cultivation, crops cultivated
and technology of cultivation in vopguce It is difficult to obtain
precisc estimates of the guantum of work available to the agricudtural
labour foxrce, According to some rough estimntes obtained from our suw]
during the sgricultural scason previcus to our seuvey, the average nuhs
of days of employment available for a male agriculiural worker (inclu-
ding the snall proportion of owmer culbivators) was 56 deys of work in
own faxm 2nd 51 days of work ag wege labour. For a female worker, the
corresponding number wasg 52 days for own work and 42 days as wage labou
Since there are only two sgricultural scasons in this region, the

quantum of annual agricultural work shared among the agrarian populatio



Ary low per pergson, The total number of days of wnemployment and the
istensity of zu'l.r_"_ezr'employmont veing high, the workers arc badly in

need of supnlorentary sources of income such as sﬁb’sidiary occupations,
Wlertunatcl, ~uch gubsidiazry cecupations, arc not available teo ‘the
wavired oxient. The distributicn of workers by mein and subsidioxy
ceeupation, shicws that agriculiuvre coniinues to be the major opening

for mploysnt to the ivbovr force. Among the 236 agricultural labourss
oas onuy 27 ned some cultivation to fall bhack on and only another 4 found
sMie kind of sulfeemployment to supplement their earning from agricultue
wl work, Auorg the 13 salaried _-po:'t'sons.'in hie village, 4 had some own
s2ivtion cnd one hod lond to loase out.s ALl the 18 selfwcumnloyed
rersons reportiod agricul_ teral lobour os their main or subsidiary sourcc
¢’ incone, In short, in the situation which prevails in the villege,
3cr§ons whose carning from “their main occcupations are low, find that oppor—
brities for cmployment in other ectivities by which to supplement their

apnins cre deplorably Low,.
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Table 6: Digtributior of workers in thweir main and subsidiary

Occupations 1980,

Total Workers with subsidiary occupation g
Moin occupation 2O of wor~ jgrie Lericul- Salzm Other self U
kers cul  taral Ren- ried em= employment — %0

ture labour  tier ployment

Agriculture 38 — —— -~ —
Agricultural 236 27 — _— —— by !
Salaried emnlo- p
yment 13 4 e 1 — 1 f
Other self
employment 18 1 5 - o -
305 32 10 1 - 5 ) L

The 1961 Survey did not give any detailed infoymation on the quantur
of employment and the wvailability of verious subsidiary occup:iions
lox the labour force. However, some of the observations made in il
report on the quantun: of employrent show that the sitvation prevailiy

then was not much different fror that in 1980,

"They have work in the fields only for about seven to eign
months in a year, the other four menths being a period of enforcd idl
Even during that eight months of cultivation season their
earning are very ncagre, A cowple of husband and wife working in
coolies can at the most get Rs.4) a month on an average of 20 o 25
working days during the peak seascn and this would hardly be cuflicis
to wcet the bare neccvsities of their low level of living sese e
munber of days they worl iz not quite within their option and it isab

a question of availability of work in the fields., During the curtivad
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seag0n, an agricultural cooly can hope 1o get work for about 15 to

% diye In a month in the village itself, On the cother days he has
neessarily to go out to the neighbouring villages in search of work

& tire are no household industries in thils villege to provide hiwm work
diring this period or enforced idlencss. 4 gond munber of agricultura
labourers of this village o to the neighbouring villages and work

2 coolicy in the fields."g

Attempts by ,fgovermneht fagencles to amelicrate.the conditions
¢f life of the poor, unemployed and unjderemployed workers hmave been
¢n since 19671, Some efferis have been made by, the. Block. Development”
igency to generate . subsidiary-emplcoyment opportunity: Lor the-village
ppalation, Afpart of this effort, a programme for training villoge
wien in weaving was started in the late fiffties, Thouwgh initially the
willagers showed interest in the prograrme, there was not machinery
to do foilow up action sc as 1o help them to develop weaving as a
@heidiary occupation. We were tcld by the villagers that the training
sthool was cloged sometime in thoe nmid-—sixties due to lack of students,
nother offort made by the Block Development Agency was to help the
villagers Yo bake up dairy farming. Milch cow end buffaloes were dig-
ributed cmong houscholds. & co~operative milk society was formed
in the village for marketing milk, Though initially the programme
saught up in a large way, due to lack of demand for @ilk in the neighe-
YWuring area, the marketing prorramme failed., And finallj most of
te beneliciaries had to sell theilr milch animals. During oux 1980
sirvey, hoerdly andy household reported dairying as a subsidiary wocus

pticn,



12

An important mechanisnm by means of which the pressure of
labour force in the village labour market is getting relicved to &
loxse cxtent has en out-mipration. The out migrents include three
nain cotegorics, nanoly, life tine out-nl ronis, temporary outmigrants
residing in places of employment, and daily commters vho work in plaee
outsile the village, Since the Missionary period, quite a large numder
of people with cducation hove noved out of the village in scearch of
non~cgricul tural occupations, most of thas having eventually setiled
down permanently in places of erployment, Obviougly, the growth of
literacy =nd edacation hes nlayed an important catalytic role in this

P rocess,

It is daifficuld to get any cstimcte cif the rate of cutmigmti
from this village. dccording to the 1961 survey, outmigraticn wes an
inportant reason for the stability of the gimc of the population in the
villzge during the precceding four decaden. The trend continued Gurisg
the prececding four decndes, Thir trend continued during the succeeding
deczdos alsoy lately, nowever, theore has been o decline in the total
population in the villege from 464 in 1961 to 418 in 15680, The declir
in populsation ceould hove boen due also to the decline in the aunber of
children per household. Howoever, such outmigration of labour foree sr
the decline in the number of children per houschold does not scem fo
have contributed to immrovement in the cconomic conditions. in the villyg
Hordly any ronittances arc received in the village from outmigrants.
During our investigation, we also get the impression that the prospects

of outmipration are getting reduced for the agricwltuwsl labour foree,



13

This observation is conzistent with the increase cbserved in the
labpur force in the village during the 1961=80 period. The number
of male workers increased from 140 to 169 and thut of fenzle workexrs

frem 315 to 152,

A possibilitiecs of higher education are very bleak for
the majority of the houscholds and the ability to sustain the unemployed,
depandent population is in general weak in this subsistance econony,
the work participation rate has increased from 55 percent in 1961 to 73
rereent by 1980. IMany of the educated persons therefore remain in
thg internal labour markel and share the svailable wage employment with
their brothern., In 1980, armong the 14 percent of the workers with se~-
cendary and higher levels of ducation, only 4 percent were empleyed
in salaried and other non-agricultural occupations; 3.3 percent
rengined cultivaors and 6.5 percent offered themselves ag agri-

suktural labourers obviously for want of other opporitunities.

Ta¥le 73 Proportion of total workers digtributed according

to educational level and occupation, 1980

k= N e—
T labour 3

-~y Te2 531 0.7 446 6546

e 2,0 TaT Ce3 0.7 20,7

wlary 3,0 642 2.3 0.3 11.8

w1 Secondary 0.3 0.3 140 0.3 240

1245 TTelt 443 59 10040




The factors uncerlying the inability of the villapge
popudation in makins wge of educctional attainment fox economic
advancenent and the lange scale inecrease in the apriculiural labour
force will becone evident fronm the following discussion on the -natiern

of landholding and its chhnges over tims,

SECTION II

Lend, Holdinge Pattern

The geograynical ares of "Kadatty™ is 0423 square miles
or roughly 150 zeres, This snall gecgrephical arec hag 2 very high
population Gensity, about 2000 persons pur square miley Out of the
total village arca, 145 aczes (97 percent) are under culeivation and
the remaining 5 ceier conatituvte the villege settlement, Nearly 60
percent of the cultivated arca is ovyned by farmers of the ncighbouring

villages. #About 90 ncercent of the net zown areca iz wnder ricc. Since

a

all the rice landg get assured irrvigation rice is cro ped twice annually,

Present Landholdinz Pattern

4sccording to 1980 surve.r, there were 1.0 houscholds in the
village., The distribution of lanil owned and operated by these house-
holds is given in &bleé 8, The gignificant features of the landholding
pathern are the following:

(2) The proportion of lendless households in the village is only

about 9 poreent which is smmeh lower than the state averags.



(b) However, for o larger pervcentagse of the landed households,
the avorage 2ren owned ,ra ororatud is very. low. Eighty
out of the 140 hous
land,

3

sholds owne crdy lesz than 10 cente of

(c) Bulk of the lond owned ig concentrated in tha larger gize
g:'ou_pé of holdings, The ben households which £211 in the
above 2 zcre category cwn about 60 percent of the owned area,
The disiribution of operated arce is less concentrated within
this size group. These categorias cperat: only about 35 nercent
of the total,

(d) The incideonce of tenancy is very bigh in the village. The
villagers have lezsed in 24 acres of land which comes to a2bout
45 perceat of their owned cren. A% the same ime they have
leased outb only 22 percent of their owned area. Roushly about
50 percent of the land leased~in Ly the villingers are from the
culsivators of the neciphbouri n.{; villoage who own land din Frdadly
Within‘g the village, most of the land is leased-in by persons
belonging: to the lower size group of holding and it is leased=

out by theo largér since groups.

Thle B Ovnershin and distribuition of land 1280

l:: cla" ,Of . Lo, of:' Ares _Are-a. Area Azoa,
rehip nolding houze= _ Ieased Leased
acres) holds owned in out Uperated
Yess 1500 0 0485 0 0485
- 0,10 80 1,85 14.81 050 16475
c= 0425 9 1eh2 el 0,00 6450
V= 0,50 .9 5400 GedT. 0,00 Ze47
~ 1,00 9 6y 0,00 0475 5469
- 2,00 & 12412 1459 1,18 12.60
=.5+00 10 32,12 1065 10,08 23,89
G 00400 004,00 00,400 00,00

14D 5721 24445 12,51 69,15
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Since the inecidence of tenancy is significont in the village,
we have oxamined in deotnil the oporetions of the lease market, There ek
28 tenants in the village who together leased in 24,5 cceres of lend,
Out of this 28 tononts, for 26 the moin occupstion was agricultural
labour, Tencnt culvivation was only a secondary source of occupation
to theme The tonunts leasced in land from 19 houscholds, eight from withd
the village and eleven from ouiside, Some characteristics of these
leaser households axe glven in table 9, Oub of the 11 leasers fron the
neighbouring villages, 7 belonged to the upper castes of Pillais and
Brahmins ond 4 werce from the backward caste of Nadars, Out of the
cight houscholds from Kadatt:, intwo cases, the heads of the housecholds
were involved in fultinme cultivationg in five houscholds, they werc cmph
ved inthe service sector, Aoong the lessors from the neighbouring villags
3 were mainly in cultbivation and 6 in the service sector, Lessors in
general aid not own larsge areas of land, Our engquiries on the roasons
for leasimg out land have shown noneagricultural ocaymbion of the head
of ‘the houscholds, ns the primary reason for 5 of the lessors from
wit.in the villege of them from the neiphbouring villages. Three of
the lcssors from Kadatty reported that they were unable to cultivate
their land due to sliortage of family members able to manage and

participate in the cultivation operations,
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Table @: . Some characteristics of the leascr houccholds

Cheracteristics Leasei's Leasers from the
- LELLCS from Kadatty neighbouring villages
1, Total mumber of leascrs 13) 11

2¢ Caste

a) Upper caste - 7
bh) Backword caste - 4
c¢) Herijans 8 -
3s Occuveticn of the head of the
household
2) Cultivator 2 3
bg Service Sector 5 6
c) Others 1 2
4, Average size of ownership holding
(acre) 2.65 4425
5 Coefficient of variation. in owner-
ship holding 1425 1.08
6. Reasons for leasing out land
a) Nonmagricultural occupation 5 6
b) Inability 3 2
cs Distance and other occupation - 3

An important aspect of the lease market that emerged from
or survey was the very high rate of rent per acre, The tenants
o an average paid 840 k. of paddy per acre as rent per year which
was about 60 percent of the wstimated gross output per acre of paddy
land in the village. There was also some variation {though not very
significant) in the rent per acre which could partly be & reflcction‘
{ the variation in the productivity of land and partily the operetion
of competitive forces. Though the rent rate was fixed per acre fox
the whole lcase period, cur enquiries showed that in the evertof a

srop failure due to natural calamities, most of the lessors compensated



18

thelr tenants by weiving part of the rent., The lessors ensured
prompt payment. of rent by theé tenants by colleeting in advance a
deposit from then, The depssit. axzount comes to roughly cqual to the
anmual rent of tho leascd 1and.1/ This proctice of collscting deposii
also lirmits entxy to the lease market., Since most tenants ore agricul-
tural labourcrs, they find it difficult to mobilisc the moncy requird
for deposit. Only 20 percent of the households had succeedéd in enier
the lecase market:; about 55 percent of the amount_of deposit wag raiszsd
by the tcnants through own savings and another 30 percent by borrowing

from relatives,

Table 10: Terms and conditions of land lease

1, Number of tenants intervicwed 19

2. Average annual rent per acre (in g of paddy) 840

3. Oocfficietn of variation in the rent per acre 0436

L4 Deposit paid by the tenants per acre (Kg.of paddy) 820,00

5, Coefficiont of voriotion in the deposit per acre 0,40
6. Source of findnce in paying the depcsit (%)
(a) own savings 55.00
gb§ friends & relatives 30600
c) other sources 15400
Te Duration of lease (Number of tenants)
(a) 5 yeers 11
(v} 5+11 yeors 8
8. Nature of contract (Mumber of tenants)
(a) written 3
(v) oral 16

9, Conditions or obligetions (Number of tenents)

(a) free or low paid farm work

Yes -
No 19
(v) free or low poid non-faorm
work
Yes 5

No 14
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The Jduration snd the nature of lease «coniract veried widely.
ft of the 19 tenants interviewed, the duration of lease was less than
Syesrs iox 113 for the others, - uration veried from 5 to 11 years,
fpst of ine tenants had entered into only orel contracts with their
Ihesors, The majority of the ftenants also reported that the lessors
fid not lmroze on them any conditions or obligations other than payment
of rent in retwrn for leasing out the land. 4ll the decisions concerning
the culuivation of land were oelng; taken by the tenants themselves,
kajority of the tenants did not use any high yieldivng vaxriety of seed
ar caenical fexrtilizer, For the village as a whole, only 15 percent
of the rice area was covered with high yielding varieties. The area
weated with chemical fexrtiliser was also vexry low, about 8 percent,
Tough: the use of modern inputs is very low, the productivity of rice
lenrds was generally high in the village, about 1400 )g per acre, Such
1high level of nroductivity is sustained in the village with low levels
of mcdern inputs mainly because the rice lana in this village forms part
of the delia region of river Pazhayar. The annual deposits of silt help
the soil mustain its natuval ferwilidy. Moreover, the Parakkai Irrigation
fank situated adjacent to the village is a regular source of canal irri-

wiion in iz rice lands in the village.

Tale 113  DIstimated income per asre of leased in land

Fs %

f Estiantoed gross income per acre 1,246.00 100
2. Eentpuid to the lessor 746,00 59.9
3 Cozt of cultivation per acre

(including family labour) 348,00 27.9
§e Cost of cultivation per acre

(exclz:.c‘.ing family labour) 273,00 21.9
5, Het ircome per acre to the tenant

(inclucing family labour) 152 400 12,2
§, ot income per acre to the itenant

(excluding family labour) 227,00 18,2

Yte: Ielhimates related to the first crop scason of the year 1979-80



20

We have nade pore rough cstimntes of the incone share of the
tenants. The data on ocutpul 2nd inputs were collected by means of
oral enguiry. Since the reference period of the enquiry was about

of 6 wonihz, there could have been ecall lapse on the part
of the cultivators, we shall not give o much importance to the mage

of

nitude/values as such of the different veriables. 4t the some tine,
it will be usefvd to zet gsome insights into the oxicent to which *he L
market is beneficial Lo the tenants. The data on output and input wop
collected for the flrst crop season in 1979=80. The output (includ-in;
the valuc of byproducts) wag valued at the farm harvest prices and the
cogt of ramily labour at the market wage rate, dut of the gross incow
of Psa1246 per acre, about 60 percent was siven as rent to the lessor,
The cost of ecultivation (including; the cost of family labour) accourie
for anothor 28 percent, The remaining 12 percent (Rse 150) constituted
the n_p'b income of the tenant from lcase cultivetion. Considering the
fact that the averase sizme of lease holding is very low (0.87 acxe),
the income which tne tenant fomily deriven will come down to Rse130 onlj
We would expect a risg in the income of the tenant cultivators If the
cost of their family labour input ig also included alons with the net
income from lease cultivation. Incomes including cost of own labour
raiscd the income share of the tenants from 12 pcrcoﬁt to 18 percont
only, The reason for this low share of income is, however, evident fm
a close look at the nattern of l1bour use in rice cultivation prevailig
in the village. The tenants usually hire in labour and complete the
cultivation of their leasc lands within a sheort duration and hire outt
family labeour in thoe remaining period. An important reason for this

patiern of labour use arises from the fact that the range of cultivatia



operationg for paddy is time heund and hence the cultivators axre umable

to compiote their fereing ovperoviois with own family labour alone,

Table 12: Employment rvattorr of tenant and agricultuvgl labour

households

Tenant Agricultural labour

House householdg
holds

1. Estimated rumber of days of emplo=

yment for male worker 66,8 49.4
2, Cocfficient ¢f variation in the

estimated number of days of 0.40 0.32

employment per male worker
3, Egtimated numbor of days employ=

ment per female worker 86,5 724
4, Coefficient of variation of emplo-

yment for female worker 0632 0.39
5e Percentage of male labour days ,

hired out per worker 82.4 6645
6, Percentage of femalc labour days )

hired out per workex T1e5 89,8
7. Percentage of houssholds ow ing

bullocks 80.5 340
8, Average mumber of days in which

bhllocks are used 63,4 59.2
9, Coefficient of variarions in the

utilisation of bullocks 0.28 0.18
10, Cost of hiring a pair of bullocks 13,50 14412

Yotes « Batimate relates Yo the first ovop sezson of 1979-80,

We have made some rousgh estimates also of the use of family
lobour and hired labour in the tenant and agricultural labour houge-
holds. Imnberestingly, *the tcnant households hire cut a higher number
of male labour days corpared to the agricultural labour households.

The reason for this vhenomenon lies In the favourablz lease market
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for bullock labour. The demand for bullock labour in 'Xadatty' zs
well as in the neighbouring villages ig such that & pair of bullocks
when leased out would foleh Re, 1) por day of six hours duration. Beside
the tenent who acconpan.cs the bullocks as ploughman gets o wage of Rl,
Thus by hiring ont a wnit of human and bullock lobour, the

Fenznt is able to get Bs.20 per doy. In o crop season, the
tenants, reporitedly hire cut their bullocks during around 50 to 60 days,
which fetch them an additionsl inceme, It is importzant to notc in this
contuxt that in the abgence of the leass land, the tenants would howe f
it difficult to keap the bullocks, sines in such 2 situwaticn they viould
have had to maintain the bullocks entircly with purchased fodder, Thaed
the poszesegion of leased in land is cruciael tc maintain the bullocks
cones out clearly from the fact that o preat majority (90 percent) of
the pure agriculiural labour houscholds did not own any bullocksj whils

most of the tcnants (26 out of 29) owned a vair each,

Changes in the londhollins patiern

The 1261 gurvey of Kadotir aives only fragmentaxy information on
the landholding pattern, The available information is restricted to te
incidence of landlessness; masber of houscholéds leasing in land and
the rate of renl and deposit per zcre, In order to get some insights
into the changes occuring to the villzge land market, we have made 2
comparison ¢i the 19671 position of these variables with whati we obserw
in 1980, To get additional insights into chanses in the landholding
patltern, wo have also collected data ¢n land transfers thot took place

in the village during the last two decades,

The main changes noticcd from the comparison of the 1961 survey
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data with that of 1980 are the followings

(a) thae ¢ is a shasp decline & the proporiisn of landlsss b ECe
holds in the villoge. UYhe percentege of lzndless househclds

wag 52 Iin 1961 and it declinad o 11 by 1980,

('IQ the mumber of euents declined from 45 in 1961 to 22 by 1380,
Unfortunately the 1967 survey dces not give ony ides on the
extent of area urder benancy ond therelore 1t 1s net poseicle o

(&A%
know the evtont of Cecline in arva of the land leased in,

() The ront per rere of lard Tsased in renged baotween 660 rezs 1o
825 s, of vaddy irn 19C71. In 1980, it ranged hetween T20 ks 10
960kgs. It is difficult 1o zive any celimnte of the average erd
rate as the 1961 repeort does not contzin ary estinmate of the
aveirnge ront per acre in the village os o whole, However, the
significent upward ;ovement dir the range of rent prevailed in
1980 comparcd with the 1961 situntion indicotes that the rent
per zcre of land has veen slowliy incressing in the village over
the Tlast two decndes. This ig fu:fthcr cevident from the increase
in deposit per acwe from 320 kge. in 1961 Yo 820 k3. of rice by

1980,

The cxplonation for the sharp reiuction in the incidonce of
landlessness in Kadattuy nay to e sougiit from an analysis of the land
transfer tha’t took pluce in the villege over the last fwo decades. Land
fransfers take place througn pertitions, scles end mortgagn. The data
redating to these different types of transfexs during the 1961«80 period

arc given in the following table,
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Table _13s Lond transfor in Kodatty (1961-80) accerdinz to

the dipiribution of owncrship holding

Size distrie

bution ol .wmocr- Lend goincd Land l??-t o

ship holding Partition Purchase Morteagc Sale Mortg:y
(deres) 2 b a b a b 2 b a

No land - - - - 1 . - - - -
0--10 64 8426 17 0,31 2 Oef5 7 5.88 1 &
Oe11=0.25 9 137 2 0.25 0 0 = - 2 0%

0426=0.50 8 2.66 5 0.89 1 2,02 = 0,86 - -
0.51=1.00 8 TeT3 5 2.16 1 0,50 4 3.75 2 1M
1 60712,00 8 10,89 3 0,94 1 0.23 1 0,66 1 0l
2e01=5,00 10 25443 6 1.403 1 1,00 2 1406 3 1.2
54017 400 - - - - - - - = e s

Total 109 53.42 38 1758 7 1,81 15 12,21 9 3%

(2) No. of houscholis

(b) area in acres
Tronsfor of iand through wartition of parcntal propcerty ws

the nejor source of lund wincd by the village househelds. O#t of the

total 74 acres of land goiacd by transfer, 73 percent was through parbitl
In the lowest simc cotegory (i.,¢e with land upto 0,10 aere) of houselold
partition wos the most important source of land. About 64 houscholds i
this goups obiained lané through partitions wiich cccounted for 95 perca
of the land transforred to them, Purchuage constituted another source ef
land for 17 hcuscholds, but the extent of arca purchiascd formed only an

insignificont proportion of the totnl land owned by cach houschold, Sim
houscholds may gicn land by both demogyaphic and non-demographic forces,
we listed seperatcly, the number of landless houscholds of 1961, vhe oka

land through thesce Qifferent mechanisrg, The results showed that among
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the 59 landless houscholis of 1961 who joined the land owning group in
1980, 42 zaiped iand througl: partition « other land owning houschclis and
te pomeining 17 by purchass, Lo procecs by whidehl these 42 households
sbtained lond was through marrizze with othew landowning households, For
the ton-size group(i.e.above 2 acr-e:s), purchase of land is also scen
8 be o Imporient ag partitioning. Abcut 30 percent of the land geined
¥y the village households through purchase wasconcentrated in this size
ronz. Sale constituted the most important wey of losing land, JAbout
15 percent of the land lost was through sales, The houscholds losing land
ére confined mostly to the lower size groups: The main reason for loss
ef land is the indebtednuss of the houscholds. This fact iz clearly
stated-in the 1961 report which idertified the following as the msjor
LAUSES S

"inong the causes of indebtedness ‘ordinsry oxpenses' for

'forily maintenance' figures most prominently. Fifty families

are in debt to this cause and they had 2 hand-to~mouth existoence

only with the help of loans., Another promiment cause of indebtodncss

is marricge under which 3% housgeholds arc in debt, Marriege expen—

diture among the Soanbavos Dages fren k3,500 for a simplest wedding
to #2.2000 depending up on the cceononic status of the parties,.

Ve these poor cultivators and agricultural labourcrs do not find
their meagre income sufficient to Tuy necessities,; there is no
other way of meeting the marriage expenses except by borrowing,
"he cthor causes of infebtodness like sicknecs, losses in cultii-

vition, purchase of property ctc. are compartively insignificant® .—8/

A comparison of the indentcedness anmong the village households

141 ond 1980 has shown the following results:

() +the percentage of households in debt declined from
8% in 1961 to 25 in 1980,
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(b) At the same time, the aversge debt per inlebted housee
hold J‘.noreé,sed frox 5,539 in 1961 %o F5,1704 by 1980
In terms of rice cguivzlent the indebtedness increased
from 357 'z to 609 ig,

(b) A significent chardge in the source of debt hog taken
place among the village households, In 1961, 97 percent
of thec houscholés reported their sovrce of debt as private
(like Triends ond relotives and money londers)ond the rest
to institutionsl sources. But in 1980, 60 percent of the
househelds reported institutional cgencies as the source
of debte.

While the increcanc in the average debt per indebted hougehold is
largely . a rdlection of the persistence of ecxpenditure under narrlages
and other related items, the deeline in the proportion ef houscholds in‘
deobt could be the effect of the change that took place in the landholling
pattern, Traditionally mpst of the landless agricul tural labour houscholis
in the village depended on the large cultivetors for concunption loans,
Over the llast two decades, amons the 50 agricultural labour houscholls v
gained land, 32 got rice lands rooging in ares between 8 to 50 cents.

If we ::'.ssumr-,-. that the average productivity of rice land is cbout 1400

ke 'per acre, thege households rmst have been renlising about 112 to 148 hd
paddy per annum. This, to =some extent must have helped these householis
to reoduce their dependence on the credit market for meeting consumption
requirenents, Most of the land owned by the agricultural labour house=
holds hnve a few cocomut trees. Coconuts arc harvested once in every

2 to 24 months and in ecch harvest o trec yields between 12 to 20 cocomin
Assuming that eazch cocomut is sold at the rote of Bs,1 the annusl income
from & trce may range betwoen R 60 to 100, When a poor man has no money

to buy rice or other provisions for daily consumption, he depends on
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cocote which he exchunges for other consumer goods in true barter

fashion,

Actording to the 1961 survey, thc large cultivators in the
villege were also moncy lenders who charged exorbitant rate of interest,
wrying from 36 to 50 percent. But our 1980 survey has shown that they
a1¢ o more involved in ihis activity., With better edu-
ccional attainments of the labour foce and thelr higher withholdins power,
i beeomes no more possible for a money lender~cum—cultivator to kecp agri-
eulturcl labour households indebted to thom by extending credit., The
azrovth of institutional credit agencies in the area is a significont
rs2son for the decline of the cultivator-money lender as the major-souxce
ot eredit, Therefore insterd of practising money lending and self=culti-
wiicn, now they prefer to lease ocut their land at wvery high rates of rent.
Zaother words, the cultivator-moncy lender hove now realised that swnipu-
litien in the lease norket is woro profitable to thom thon operating in the
wredit market wheve institutionel asencies are forcing down rates of
atcrests  The comoperstive credit society infme adjacent Parakkal village
wich nag been functioning for the last three decades has begun to receive

Prrovers from Kadatty also in recent years.

The transformation of o lorge majority of former landless agri-
nliural labour houscholds into the category of 15-:h@.owners (however snall
te cxtent of land they own) scems to have been esponsible, to a laxrge
alent, for the significant increase in the rent retes for rice loand in the
vilage, Once the landless households get ascme land for their own cultivation,
ae next fendency observed mong them is to become a tenant by leesing-in-

Imd, Tenant cultivation is an important source of self-cmployment for them
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since wagze coployrent opportunities are limited both in the villare
and the surrounding arecs. Sinces the area unier tenoncy has been
declininz and the maiboer of Cgricultural laobour houscholds wantine to
leoase=in land hos becn incretsing, cormpetition in the lease morket scem
to heve gone up.  In this choanged situation, , the lessors who arc in:
auch streon cr position have increcced the rote of rent and the denosit

anount por fCIl.

Since tacre has token ploce significant gualitative improvenents
in the levels of literacy and education @mong the cgriculturnl lohourcrs,
there sceeng to hive grown among them some kind of a 'notion' of o mininm
wage rate requirced for their maintennnce at the new, higher levels cof
their living, wbrkers no nore are willing to take up work at the wage
rates below their minimun. The foct that the najority of the ocgricultura
labourers heve at present some lond of thoir own and that they howe no el
gotion = pecunicry or othorwise - td the lerg eultivators, seem to hove
gtrengthencd their borsnining position in the villege labour mavket., It

ha

1

boen recordad that the real wege rate of the nnle agriculturnl lcboure
incrensed steeply from 0.83 kg of rice in 1961 to 1,79 kg in 1980, The

corresponding increase for female lrbour hrsteen from 0,34 kg to 1.08 v,

SECTION III

Swrinry and Conclusions -

In this paper, we have highlighted some of the importont chrongos
thot took pl-ce in the villnge econcmy of 'Kedatty'! and sttempted some
tentative explanations for them, Our findings moy hove significrnce boye

"Kadatty!' but we do not venture at this stage to drow any generanlisations,



1 sumiary of the moin findings in this paper is given below.
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In the Horijan village of Kedoiuy, litercey is almost universal.
Though the enrelment of the population in the early school going

age group ig nearly 100 percenty only a very small percentage of
those enroled nt this stage completoes widdle school or higher levels
of ducaticn, Consequently, aducriion heos net helped the econcmic
sdvancenent, of the village population to any signifieant extent.
Nevertneless, over the last two decades, soie inprovement has taken
ploce in the percentage of students entering the nigher levels cf
sphooling, eventhough only very few among them have been able to

nake uge of their educction fur obiaining gainful employment.

4 lorge proportion of the villege labour force depends on ogri-

culture. During the period, the proportion of cultivators hasg
registered a substantial decrease. Though the mumber of zgricul-
tural lebourers has increased over itime, no corresponding increase

taken plnce - in the quantum -7 agricultural work, The opportunities

subsidiary occupations are also linited in the viliage econcnmy,

An imvortant mechonism by mears of which part of. the employment
problem is getting resolved in the viliage is threough out-nigra~
tion. While this bas helped to curtail the growth of population in
the village ond alse in reducing the pressure of labour force on
. /O bher : s e s
land and/ available cmployment opporitmities, recent indications are
that even these opportunities are getting restricted. Consequently,
even better. educated persons in the villoge ore joining the ranks of

aoricultursl labourers,
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The importont featurces of the lend holding pottorn in the village
are tne low inecidence of the lendless, concontroticn of land in

the honds of & few and hish incidence of “enancy. Moast of the fexns
asre agriculsural laobourers with some lamd of their own used for
galf cultivation. rotion of tenenecy controots is short, and reat
rotes are high, but tiore is no obligation for the tenants to their
lorgors other thon pamment of ront csreed upon., Gonerclly the
procuctivity of rice lands is high and the doentnts axe reeclising

some net income from loinse cultivation,

Over time, the incidence of londlessness and orea lender tenoney

has declined, Sut the rent rote of land has incrcased.

Lond tronsfas hove token ploce to a large extend due to partie
tion of houscholds., Thue conscguences of thig procens are

reflccted in the occupational structure of the population.

The impoet of the decline in landlessness of houscholds is reflceted
in the decline in tlcir indebtedness. With the landless agricultuzs]
labourers boconming owners of land, 1lobour has become indemnendent,

Since they derive some income from thie land they are less dependent

on consunption looms from the village moneylenders (cumecultivaters),

The cecline in the landlessness amony: the agricultural labourers
has alse contributed to increasce in the intensity of conpetition

in the lease market which has in turn led to increosce in rent rates,

The increase in the efsset pesition of the cgriculiurcl lobour house-
holds has zlso contributed to increosge in their bargoinins strength

and consecuently to rise id real wage rates,



T, Immyokumari district hes four talukes., Mo sub divisions of o
Taluk In Konyokanoydl district are dilferent from those in other
tiatricts of Madras State. Herwe, & taluk is sub-divided into
scvernl Pakuthis. £ Pakuthi dendtes a group of willages and
the components of 2 Pakothid nxe called ¥oreog, Thus Kera is the
sallest torritorial unit for purpose of administrotion =nd refers
te o group of settlements which more or Legs corresponds to o
hamlet in Madras State.

& Edothuchery was one smong the 4N villages surveyed in Tonil Nodu
u8 part of the 1961 population Census, The objoct of thess surveys
wes to presens a pichture of what was hoppening nnd how fast villoge
life in the state wos chonging overtime. For o discussion of the
criteria adopted in the selection of thaee villages and the socio—
gconomic ond cultvral 1ife of Kodatty townrds the boodivming of the
sixties, mce P XK Nambicx {1965),

% Thy Sambavars ore o sub scet of 'Paraya' which is a égcheduled castle.
®ey occupy the lowest place in the social hierarchy and cloin supers
lfority only cver o fow cther scets of Poraya and other low castes
like Chakkilirs nd Voannons.

fo It is interceding o note that in Tamil Nadu as a vhole only 14
percent of the Hurijans were reported ce literats in 1961, The
vnle literaey rate wis 22 percent and that of female wag T percent.
The literscy rabte of mon-hariinns was 3% percent, the mzle literacy
rete being 49 percent and thot of femunle 21 percent,

i, Al the data for the yeor 1961 given im this teble and also in the
sihecquent tables are from P K Neambiar (1965). The dete for 1980 is
from gur villoge survey.

b P X Nambinr op.cit., DpPe62

i Te phenomenn of penlising deposit frou the tenants is not wide

spread in other parts of the country. The one possible explanation
for this could he the very high demogrozhic pressure on land contrie
Wiing to mere intense competition in the lacsge market resulting

in higher levels of rent cond other gevere terms of lease unfavourzble
to the tenants, This explanation iz similar 1o the one offered by
Neyomi  (1982) in his recent peper on MAsian Agriculture on the Cross
foads",

& See P ¥ Nombiar op.cit.
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