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MALE MIGRATION 0 THE MIDDLE EAST
AND Ti8S IMPACT ON THE FAMILY 3
Some BEvidence from Kerala

Leela Gulati¥

This paper is divided into two parts. Part I gives a brief
background of the extent and pattern of recent ﬁigra.tion to the
Middle East from India as a whole and from the State of Kerala in
particular. In Paxt II, the paper goes on to discuss the impacts
of this migration, malc dominated as it has been, on the family as

sﬁch, The paper concludes with zome genera.l observations.

BACKGROUND

Enigration of skilled and sami-ski.lled iabour is not. a new
phenomenon’ for India, Bven during the nineteenth and early part of
the twenticth contury, Indion labour vas trensplanted by the British
in many parts of the world in sﬁbetantial mmbers. Enigt'a.tig;n from
India, even in those days was lavger from some parts of the country
“than from others, ILabour was recruited from Kerala for work in
Ggylon, Malaya and S:i.ngapore.' Actually, the emigration of labour

from some parts of Kerala had reached FuCh a proportion in the nine-
' A
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,mth cantury that the authoriti%s were alarmed at the consequen~
ﬂ of 1abour shortege in a.(:meultnro. Arotmd 1920. undexr public
me. Indian enigretion in tho form of indentured labour was
Iw.;:t to an end, 'I’n'e rest -:>f latour amisra.tion died a natural

{nﬁ: ty the thirtics due to the groat depression.

the post-waxr rovival of cnigratiom of unskilled and suniskilled
hbcur from In@ia.-ca.n-be divi-led into two phascs. In the ﬁ;i:tiea
'. arly sixtivs, omigraticn was principally tc tke United Kingdom.
lthc ceventies, on the other hand, migration hes been predominantly
5tth1ddlc Bast, It is in tho eccond ph:so of emigretion. that
hla has made a significantly’ la.rec cmtribution far out of propor—
!m In comparison -with the State's‘sha:co in the countxy's population,
iich it lesa than four por cent.

\ Thora is evidenco th..... peoplo from Indis havo' boan nig:r:a.tjng
h:o Wadle Bagt overi during “tho 50%s, €06 and caily 70'.

her, it @thorod mmhm and roaohod a.j!.zca.hlo proportions 'tiuri-'-
I tho scoond half of 'tho seventioa. 'Jho pioneers in thia‘ reéent
yrse in x:d.sration 'bo tho H:delo Fest h.'.we beon Muslims of Koralae
int sertain histcrical and religious Links, they found it casicx
timm-e out to the Middlo Enst, The distriot, taluks (sub-distmi-
%) 24 villagos :i.ﬂ Korale with a su‘ps;ta.ntiaJ_. p;:oi)ortion of Muslir.
Milatica st411 1ced in thoir contribution to tho cutflow of workers

# the Kiddle East. The other comnunitics, Hindus and Christians,
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j*inod too cmt.t‘low subsoquontly, ofton with tho holp of mal:tn
net-hbonxs and frionds, |

_t- _’ao to - the [c)

" mat Inlia kas perticipatod actively in tho xecent export of
Labour to tho Middle Bast is guncrally true, but data on’ the.
Mandpwoofthiamortinmtmtooomby. Only acarta-
mbrmdardnrautmmiwdeandtrondscanbehudbypiaomctogo-

the infornation. frem miam BUUT00s,

It do o.timtoa. that the quubak of rniian workers ‘in the Mi-
ddle Bist inororaod fron 15C thousand iu 1975 to 800 thmuand in
1982, This approx.tma.too t2 a mowth. t..t tho ratg of %5 peu.' cmt
smuelly, mopmpoﬂimtwfmdmmrkmumnbmmtww—
kors in ‘the Middle East is benwoq to have increzsol from an onti=
tatod 8% por cont in 1970 to 13 por oot in 1979 and is porhaps as
imoh as Z;O'per cent in 1983,

- Within the rogion, howover, the rate of inflow of India.n nigre~
xt vorkavs hos’ possibly varied fron countsy to country. The Tnitoed
drad Eoiratod h:-.s otill tho. lnrgost mmbe:r of Indian nigrants but
thoir. propexrtion 1ng boan on the deolino. -Tn 15‘5. 39 per. o&x‘b of
the total Indian ni@mn’t uorkors :l.n the Middle ﬁu’t ware locatod in .
tho U.iaB, In 1979 ﬂabproportion.h,d 2eclined. to 33 per cent, On



the other hand, Bauwdi Arabila, which ceceounted for less than five
rer cent cf the Indian nisrant workers in the Middic East in 1975,
had raised s relative sharc to over 20 por cent by 1979. It wou;d

appoaxr that by 1982 Saudi firabia's shere had rcaclhiel around 25 poxt*

Migation from Korala

Acocrding to & survey condtyctoc’: by the State's Directorate of
Econcnics and Statistics, the nmﬂ')_‘-.';r of workers fron Kerale working
abrcad was 135 thousand téwa.rds the 6nd of 1977. The sanc agoency's
survey conlucted a.ﬂtbr o lapso of .sone two yoard, gshowod that tho
nunber had gone up to 208 thousand by the bezdnning of 1980, Of the-
se, as many 28 187 theusand were found t¢ be werking in thé Middle
Bast, Tho cstinated mmbor of all Indion workers in the Middle Bust
for 1979 is 350 thousand. Thus, the workers frun Kcra.la. 66mprised "

'

er half of the Indian workers in the region,

~ The outflew of workers from Kerala to the Middle Enst has not
declined in cbaolute nunber. during the period, 1980 to 1982. It is
catinnted that there were over 300 thousand Keralites in the Middle
East in carly 1983. It woul appear, howevor, that the cutflow froe
other perts cf India t the Middlo Erst was much largor,do that ial
oarly 1983, workers from Korala ware only a third of thodbtal mu-
er cf Indian workers. Table I prcsents the information cn the nigrs-

tien of workers frem Kerala as well as India as a whole,
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Mstrictewige Distribution of Huisrants

_ In Table II ia provided a districtwise breakdown of not nigre-

{im gtroad from Ferala, It can Le dseen that i

(a) In all the distriots of Kerala, migration abroad inoreased
{n ebsolute numbers between end ~ 1977 and end = 1979

(b) Almost 90 per cont of the nigrant workers in 1979 were
locatod in the Middlo Past; -

(o} In all the soven districts with the numder of migrant woa-
o a . : :
kers in cxcoss of 15,000, the proportion working in the
.M:!.‘ddlq Bast is 85 pé.i‘ cent ox aboves end

(d) "Mhe throc disteicts that had the largest mmber of nigro-
nt workcras in tho Middle m.sf are Trichur, Malappuram ond
more. Malappuren which is a close seéond' 4o Trichur
in senling migrants to the Mildle Fast is tho only distri-
ot in tho State with Muslim najority.

tre=co N atio

In recent yocars, migration from Kcerala State to other parts of

1y countxy dﬁpous t0 hava cone down sharply., Acoording to the sur-
e conducted in 1977 and 1980, of thc total ne'l;“nimtion ocutside



of Korala State (L.0ss incluling migretion to other parts of the
countxy) during the tws years, 1978 and 1979, 93 per cent wont oute
side the cuuntry in scoxrch of werk, clthiugh of the total mumbox of
workors cuployed outside the State at the baginning of 1980 as noxy
28 60 por cent were locatod within India,

Vhether this drastio decline in migration fron Kevela State t
other pexts =f India can be asoribed to tho spurt in nigration abresd
iz difficult to coy. But the State still suffors from a rethor hig

dogreo of uncmploynent, The iroportim of tho labour force which h
unaaployed was as hich as 18 i:or cent at the boginni.n& of 1986. This
was in addition v the lerge proportion (36 per cent) cof uorkera..mt-
pormenantly emplcyod, who get w- »k'fer 1css then 120 acys in o year,

C terigtics o nts
(a) Sex

Vorkors going to the Middle Bast are alncst altogether men. Ope-
nings for women scen to be few and for betwaen. Some categories of
workers with snlaries above a presoribed minimm are entitlod to tiks
thoir faniliug,  These catogories inclulde certain specialized skills
in »:.dd%t:l.on to prbfeaoi.cne 1iké onginecring and accountancy. 8o, suf
wonen and children also migrate to tl;c Middle East,
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Bowovor, not 2all thcse who 2xe antitlod to take thoir femilios
with then do so, This is lormely Yocouzo of lack &f suitable ocduca~
tional facilitics in the Middle BEnst, Llso housing thero is said ¢
bo very exmansive. Fartiomore, ocst pecople wvant tu save as tuch of
theoir Middle Bast incone aa ncssible sinco tho jedbs thero ero rega=-
rded 2s purcly tcaporaxry. Iestly, adjusting to the cultural condi-
tion of thoMidllo Erst is considored hard for wcmon not usod to li-

ving away from hono,

As indicatod adbove, the rn .iber of Indian workors in the Middle
Bast vag 150 thousand in 1975, whercas tho total population of Indi-
ans thero was clopu Lo £70 thousand. On the assumption that on an,
averagu the size of cach misxe t worker fanily w.s four, including
the worker l;inself, the workors living alone woro around 110 thou=-
sand. Of tho 800 thousand Incian migrant workers &n 1983, the mum-
bor &f those living with fmhico is cotimated to bo 70,0003 the
balence of 730,000 arv living singly. Tms, the proporticn cf woxk= -
ors living without familics hags gone up ccnsileradly.

Village studics of migraticn from Koraln Stato confim that
very few womon havo pigrated to the Middle Enst. 4 village lavel
stuly of 402 houachcléds in four taluks of high migration in tho Btate
showed that of the 514 porsono who went aoroad foxr work, only 11

(2 per cont) were womin (Coomarce, 1977). Another village level



study coverins 125 houscholds, whese rosults were roported in mid-
1978, found that all but onc of the nisrants from the senple houw-
scholds werc men. (See Mathew and Neir, 1978). Still another
village study, undortakon arcund the same tince, based on tho survey
of 95 houscholds in a vi;lace cf high nigration dces not nontion a
single woman out of 136 migrant workers (Prakash, 1978). Thus, it
is clear that migraticn from Kerala to the Middle East is ﬁredomi—

nantly <f nene

(b) Marital Status

Not only are mic;ra.ht workers ¢oing to the Middle East almost
exclusively nen but alss thoy wore usually quite young in age, one
village study showed that 79 per cent of the migrant workors wore
35 yoars in age or younger (Commerce, 1977). According to another
of the villare studios, only 16 per cent of the emigrant workers,
identified in 125 houscholds surveyced, werc about 35 yuars in age.
(Mathow and MNair, 1978). The same study also found that 2lmost half
of the migrant workors identifigd were wmarricd at the time of the
survey. Since half of the pigrent workers were alsc found te ba 25
years of age or bolow, i'l;. would appear that almost all young workers
vent. away $0 work abroad without getting married and that quite o

larpe porcentage did not get marriod for sevoral years thereafter.



(c) Bducaticn and ekill levels

The cducational loevel «f the workers roing abroad for work
seens to havo been rathcr low,. It can be seen from Table III that
neaxrly two-thirds of the migmnts going abroad from Kerala ha.vc not
comploted ‘ten years of schooling tc qualify for the scccndary level
certification. This pr@ortioxi 18 even higher for those going to the
Middl Best. Those ave the findings of the recent all-State survey
refeﬁod to already. '.Phe~villa.c;e level studics, however,--show consi=-
dorably lower figures for tho less ecucnted mi@r:anj‘.s. vhile ono study
(Pra.lmsh, 1978) shows tho parcentage of thosc without scoondary level
certificato as 85 per cont, the othor two village level stulies put
the éorres?xonding pomont&:cs at 50 mer cont (Cormorce, 7977) and 45
per cent (Mathew ond Na:lr, 1978) “These lattor figures cover migrants

who are classified as illitemtes.

Alongside the level of educaticn, the skill level cof the nizrane
ts is alao found to be quite low. As cen be scon from Table IiI, while
only 30 por cent of those who dJ.J not completo school did not possess
any skill, only half of those nigrants, who complete@ the school miccee,
ssi‘ully but did not go for higher cduc.tion, wore in possession off a
skill, ’.ﬂms. the unskﬂled componont of the migrants from Kera.la. wag
-a8 high es'60 per cont.
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Botwaon nigraticn to thoe Middle Bast anl that tu the roest of
tho world, thore iz howcver a clear lifforonce in skill coyvaltion.
The unskilled component in the latter strean ia 43% as asndnst the
former's 61 peor cent. The skill compenont of even nisration witain
the country is souewhat highor, '!:o;'l.n{: 52 por cent, sogparad to the
corrog;ondiny firure of 39 per cont for the misrants ¢ the Middle

Enst from Korala.

Thus a fypical misrant workcr from Kerala to the Midlle st
con be Jescribed as a youny: rinn, wmarriad, with education of helow

secondary school lovel and with little skill,
GROWTH OF RIMITI..NCES

Ono of the moot obvious and ddroct dnpacts of nigration of wore
kors to the Mildle Bust has boon the flow of remittancos. Most stud-
ios 80 far hnve concoined thumselves lergoly with levol and use Vof
renittances., This is quite understaninblc, l'i;'stly. ‘2 labour oxXpo-
rting country like Inlia faced with sizeablo defieit on .-\.ooomt of
trede and sorvices should richtly bo concornod with vhet ite migrant
workers »cait hack home cut of their earninits. The nore :tﬁo,_ommtry
can scouro by way of remittonces, the less it has to depdnd on forel-
gn berrowinmgs and reserve lepletion for financing its Haymonts dofie

.cits. Indin's _téroi-m exchanyre peceipts fron remittances are csting-
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tal-to have gone vy from a 1ittle over $300 million in 1974 to almo-
st ‘3,000 million in 1980. Scccndly, the disposition of remittances
m.‘!mporhant implications for the demugtic eéonor:nr. A:r;'o thoy soing
te bo spend or kept in depcsits © Is spending ieing o be largely

for purposes of consumption or investment ? How is spending going .

to be distributed amengst different itens of conswmpticn and invest~
Emf ? 'I!hirély, there arisc yuestions la.bout the distribution of remi-
. ttas;qe recoipts between different regions 'anl botween differont regl-

s and botween different income Jgroups.

In the context of Kerela State, the importence of renmittance
teccipts -arisen both fr;:r.z Yhe distributional angle as woll as fron
the »:point of view of ,their disp.-si‘bibn. As can bo seen from Table
M, ‘renittanca 'rcceiﬁs ‘in Kerala ave e@timoted to have incressed
rivé:olei béfween '.197_6-77 and 1980-81. As a proportion of the State's
wadgtic product, the c§ntributioﬁ of renittances is cstinated to ha~
ve ardsen fron £ive per cont to 17 per cmt in tho samo period. Thus,
thete can be little doubt os to the increasing importance of the remi-

itance recoipts to the ecomomy of the State,

Migrant remittances as such are not a totaliy new'phenomqnon in
Xerala. '. s stated above, sone migration frog the State was alweys ta-
Wr: place both to other varts of the country as well as to othes nar-

ta of the werld, -In 1961, the percentage of households reporting the
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receipt of reuittances formed as high as 1€.3 por cent of the total

number of rural househol;"ls. The average ancunt cf remittance receips
ts por yrurel househsld was the scewnd highest for Kerala anvng the St
ates of India (Rcserve Bank of India Bulletin, 1965). Since o aood
prepertion of internal wigration was a.ccc.winted for by movencnt withia
the Bfate, it is posaible that a major part of the remittance reccipu

of the houscholils was chmanatin:s from within the State.

In consequence, hewever, of the now phasce of migration of wurk=
ers which started .somotime in the mid=-sixtics, ﬁi-;:ration abroad, anl
csrociaily to the Micdle Bast, scoems to have cunplgtely oversha.dcwed.
nigration from Kerala tc the other States of India,.. It is as a resu- |
1t of this recemt nigraticn that ramittance reccipts seem to have rece
ived a q,ua;ntmn' increasc fron the level that ;-roAvailed in the 50's and
carly 60's, 43 noteld above, renittance receipts of the State fren eb-
rcad have incrcascd five-fgld mthm a short jericd of five recent ye-.
ers, Thus, if we asgumed .tha.t 80 por cent of the nisrant renittances'
arce received by rurel heuscholls in 1980-81, remittance receipts in
Kerala shculd have nale a net addition of 30 per cent, to tho averam
rural houschold's income from doncstic activity; Na.tu.m.l}y, the contris
bution of remittances to the averase =igrant household ineome would hs
ve boen very much in excess of 30 por cent. According to the various
villare level studics referred to, the majority of the :nigrat;t houso-

holds in Kerala belong tc the lower rungy of dincorie, One such study



shoved that half of the migrant househclls roported no income from
deuxces other than remittances (Mathow and Nair, 1978). The latter
swdy makes a large asmount of wnder-statenent in reported incomos as
wil as remittance receipts. 8ince for most of the nmigrant househo-
lis, remittance rcceipts comprise the major source cf income, it is
mly to be ex;ccted that these houscholds would -.lei)end considorably
o ronittance receipts to rnicet their dey to 2ay consumption expenses.
In most casos, it is also possidblc to lay aside some amounts with a
view to ropaying loans and / or ueking investments, |

.yt__er living standards

ﬁ:at as a result of thusc ronittanccs, living standards should
kve izprcvod considierably in the wigcant houscholds is a rceasonablo
asmmption. Tho village lavel studics reforred to can be said to con~
fim this. According to one of these studios, the persons in migreant
Museholds report "a t"airly.' high lovel of consumpticn®, (Prakash,
1978). Also, riigrant houscholds do woll in regerd to the posscssion
of conmumer durables, particularly radic rcocivors. Onc visiblo evie
lenoe of higher 1iving standards of misvent households is the spate

in eonstruction activity in the villages of high nigration in Kerela,

As an invostment, house construction and ronowal hes been found
t %o cn top of the priority list of the nigrant housecholds. Accors
Hng to ono village lovel study, cne=third of the housgholds had built
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new houses within five years of the migration of the worker., Another
20 per cent hod ropaircd and reconstructod their houses within that
period (Prakesh, 1978).

Cloarly, a major improvezent in the life style 'of_ the migrant
households is reflectold in their housing. Though of the various vi-
llage level studies referrel to, hone soens to have gone into the que-
stion of the extent of o.va.i;lability of liéﬁ; » water ond toilet faoili-
ties in the new or renewed housos of migrant houscholds, it stands ic
reason that most, if not =2ll, of these houses havc been provided witk
all these amenitiecs. Where pipe wa’t;er has not reached a village, the
nev or renowed houscs have accuss probably' to a proi)er],v protectéd ueﬂ

within its own counpound.

In this context, it is worthwhile noting that casy access to
water and pefvate toilcts are the two amonitics of direct ;.nterost te
the women of any houschold. They make living so rmuch casicr for the
Aieo, thay cc;ntribute to the goneral improvcacnt in the environnentad
sahita.tion in a community whore open dofecation has boen widely prev

lont.
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I

DPLCTS ON THE FIILY

Tho ip:moc::c\.r;,.;‘:I::i.oh »f m.st studios done un tho subjcot of niyxa-
ton o.f mkore to the Middlo East hes Hien wootly in toxns of convo-
stimal -dnelysfs of outward labowr flows end inmverd ronittancos. . Tho
zuy verded offeots anl ounsequences <f zugration on the fouilies of
&y niggante left hehind has lariely boon left untouchald and unncticod.

Bero cap be goveral cxplenations or Austificetions fox this nogleot,

‘(a) This phonomon:'n is toc rosont to warfant
such a study. Its immaot on {he fardly can be

folt ¢nly ofter = laywe of a time roriod.

{b) Socoinl and pwché-logical cffocts aro usually
such 't_h;xt thoy caunct be. quantificd, whoreas
readttances and nisration flows can, to a la-
rge oxtent, be captuied in figuros,

(o) ¥hen one looks at the svorvhelming inportence
ur ramittan.ces froa thu 2oint of viow :f tho
ecrnuny, the othoxr effeots aro. oonaidox;aa re= .

latively loss significant,

(a) Genorally spccking, the icpect of any oocpr@éé
or chanye on wonen's issuus is always the last
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tp cetch the notice of pelicy makers as well

as refcarchors,

. In this papor, we would like to"moke an ettempt to focus the
attention un the kind of in;'acté lorre scale mglerndgretion is have
ing on fardly membera left behind, particularly women. Not all of
this. impacts are possible to 'quantify; nevertheless an attenpt is

nade to study thom.

For this purpese, wo shall drew lexrpely on various nioro jevel
studics Cone in recent past. Insights gathered fren obscrving housey
are .
.helds that have sent or A)laming to sond workcrs to the Middlc Enst

provide a basie for moat of the observations made herocaftez,

Dependonce on‘-!@i;x‘ Networks

One of the nmcst noticoaidlo mpdcts of any nigration is that on
the whole, it incrcases the inter-dependence among family mambers.

4Asle, kin networks hecome strongor and rcinforced., This happens

largely for two reoaavnss

(1) The nocd fcr farmily supjiort to meot tho initial

ccst of x?iigz'ation. and

" (2) #he 2ependence on the tanily to provide the. neoe—
supnort and protection to the wife, children and
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other dependamte of the mimant when he lesves
behind,

In oxdor tc niramte to Middle Beat it is nccesenxy fox o wirk-
u:to have eutinensicztod docwrents frosz the hest countxry ;,;q:luyer
i‘lMe is usually rc;fm:red te as HOG shert for No Ohjecticn Coxtie
&mto). To odtain  NOC is n0 J'ke. While rolatives and frionds
leedy working in the Miicle Beat c.:n hon :_,;roe.t hely in JHitaining
M’s, thene loft > fend on theis owm have virtually to buy .t}‘.o UG
wants Ly anking poyments, r:.o?t of which is i}lo.ml. &acoueling to
ho villosu iOVCl study, while 37 per cont of the nths could obe
W hair NOC's throush close relatives (fathors, Diothersy or brote
Il;ars-in-mwa‘):{nothor 24 ;er cont scoursd NOCY's with the helyp of oth-
& rcletivos and frier;tds (Mathow and Hadr, 1978). The dane study otse
oovs tﬁ:t Mwhile cluge rolativos secure and send tho 1W0C's to the pro-
pcctive «m.imnts. vither frec of chariv or at “otual cogt involved,
'tm' mlr.tivqs anl fricnde usaclly take acpe margin of prefit out of
Pe trorouction®. So cloarly the dorondence cn relatives ard fri.m-
bir tas initisl stries of nigreticn is guite consideraldle., Thus,
;lzthag =nd fricends arce an importont source f not only infornoe
% szt the Avallal:dlity of Jol: opportunitics ebroall, hut also help
'hge.min; entry int: thos.-; Jods am‘l. countrics.

e nood for faoily interdojondence and jointness becimes no less

alle the »iprent worker is livins nlxeed, If he ie marricd and has
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children, he has to entrust his wife and children to the care of his
or her parents, or in their absence, tc that of the other relativeal
If he is unmarried hie deponds on his_ relatives to keep on the look

for a suitable bride for him.

The migrante need the help from zfeh.atives in the managemont of
funds thcy romit heme over and above what i"s required to tmect the day
to c‘.ay expenses of the dependante of the migrants. A wife may be ade
10 manage the day to day bu.da\ﬂ; of the household, but she may need ik}
and advice when it comes to repuzyment of debts and deploy;mmt of savi-
ngs. On his pert, the migrant worker has to look out for‘ opportunitis

abroad for his relatives. So, the family mterdepeﬁdencca; and kin net
‘works can certainly he saill to ..vz increased as a result of the reom.

migration.

The following story of a fishing houschold in Kerala wanting te
scnd a young unmarxied son to the Middle East is rcla.ted by the intec-

ding migrant's mother (Gulati, 1983):

*Qur younger aon Tharm, has been very keon on going
to the Guif. Twenty years old, he has finished ten ycars
of his schooling. He appeared twine for the school leaving
certificate examination, but could not make it. FEnglish
language was his weak point. This is the case with most of
the children here. We were hoping that we would send him
to collego.  Since going to college wgs out of question, he
went on to a technical. training school for o édiploms course
in fibre moulding. This school xun by the Gevernment was
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logated pone twenty kilometors awvey from our villago.
That is how wo could manaze to change his pretfession.

We are fed up with our type of uncortein and handeto=
pouth existunce. I would like my children at least to
have 2 stoady incoues I don't cora if they have to gi-
ve up fishing, After finishing the course, Dharm could
have gone for .o more advarccd course in Madras, but beo-
fore we could Jdeecide on that we nut an ajont from Quilon
who came looking for young men willing to go tc the Gulf.
In recent ysurs, quite 2 few young mon from vur own ville
age have sone to the Gulf. I kncw 2ll of their nemes.
Thoy are the talk of the villagc because their familics
have beconc sudldenly rich. I nover thought that eithor
of our twc sons will make it to tho Gulf., When the age-
nt from Quilcn  sugrested that Dham would make it, if

we raised thec necessary moncy, I jumped at the idea. The
agent fclt that with his cducation and technical training
he would get for Dharm a2 oontract as part of & group of
some £iftly nen required by on Italian furx.iture—making
fim in Abudhabi, According to this agent, 20 out of

50 persons enrclled for this ccntract were from Kerala
8tate.

Dharn'g job will carry ~ pay of Ps. 2,000 plus be='
ard ani lodiin:, Ueuzlly pouple o ing to Gulf can send
back nore than twoethirds of the cash salary fcr which
thay arc hired there. So the debt cne incurs to send
young nen to the Guif is possi.)le to c¢lear within 16 to
18 mOnths. Then one cen think in torms of improvements
in one's cwn workins and living cenditicn,.

The firast thing to ¢o immediately wns to raiso the
sun of Ps, 13,000, This would coever not unly the prami-
wi peyatle to the zrency for arran:ing tho job and nrovie
ainr NOC for immisreticn clearmnce, but also the one=way
alr ticket which alune costs Bs. 3,442. Inmeodiately, I
offered to cive awey whatever gold juwellery I had ncou-
auwlated over thc yenrs from oy earnings fron not mzking.
Savings from fishin» nsets always used up.in replacing the
_arafts and nets, thcush, over the years, cur craft ond eq-
wlpment Loth have l:ccome not only Letter, but more oxpensi-~
ve. " The nylen not, Raron uses now is quite oxpensive, Al-
80, his Thonmuvaliom, the craft, is only twe years vli. But
then there was no question of sellin: c¢r mortgesing cur cra-
It-and gear.By pooling together oy :¢ld end my daughtor—-ine-
law's, I could rnise Rs. 4,500, For the rost of the ncncy,
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I had to go around and ask all our reletives and fri-
ends to give cash or a ;wld bangle or two, to bo ple-
dred for cashy on the clear undorstanding that ca=
ch of them would be pzid back in cash as soon as the
son starts sending money heme. The money was not Aif'fi-~
cult to raise, People in the village drc now used to
contributing their mito for the purpoge. I do not know
of a sinile case in ocur ville;;o where monoy thus raised
has not Leen paid back. Wo heve deposited the full amo=
unt with the agent., Dharm has already received his poss-
port emd is now waiting to bo called any dey.

We are keepinz our fingers crossed, We hope very
muach that once Tharm makes it, he will work out sone way
cf pgeotting his elder brother, Gyan, zlso to the Gulf%,,

Jointnesg of living

On the basis of thao evidence availablc from micro-~level studies
it would appear that the tendency seems to be for nmigrant houscholds
to get togother nct only to meet the obligations arising in consequ-
ence of a worker'é' nigration abroad but also for the purpese of livi-
ng. The latter becoxﬁes nocessary with a-view pa.rticula.rly to take o1
re of the wifo and childron of the marriad migrant worker who, as notel
avove, gonerally, gees without his fenily. Whero the wife and chilé- :
ren are living separately with the migrant workor before his depa.’cture,
the tendency is for the wifc'to move in with the husband's parents or
her own parents, alonz with her children, Alternatively, eithoxr of
the parents move in with hor. Sosha is one cxampla of a daughter of
a fisher woman from a Iatin Catholic fishing villege staying with her
mo'ther.a.long with her two children while her husband has beon working

in the Mildle Nastfor the last four ycars. Sosha fecls more sccure



LM.ng wdth hor zrante than :Lt‘ siic wexre te bé‘mnnin{; her hcudeholil
wim‘ml

m werks a&s & prown pt.clcr in the seno f:lshln( villaze,. Two
of he: ‘)thare a2nd her- youn er sintor's husbe.m arc working in tho
mno,_hs.t. whilo hey ol sorents havo noved in with hor parried
hvthopy her sietcr and hor two chiliren live with Maxy.

Ispld Qemterodnoss in'tho Households

8inge houscholds. that. snooeo& in eending ‘one @malo mmbo.i' 1o the
K'dle Bpst aro raunlly tho ,nosothat are- adle- to onl even cther ralo
taborg, - Often, quitc a. @ood rn .u-tion £ the houaoholds es a rosult
of this mt loft with nlc, rotireu 'nlx.a ar b.:ccr.‘o :!.ltr"'ether foaalo
ninated,  Village lovel nt-uflias hmre shom that in vill...(,vn of hicgh
wnﬂcmlmmlla can Lo 8 hiLm 'w 30 per ‘cunt or nore of tho to-
4l nuobox. of migrant houscholie. (Pra!msh, 1978, anl Mathow 'md n.u-,
1)

lemﬂleas of the .-xtont to which individuel hcuscehclds got lope=
it of thoir nonfolk 1n conscqucnoo £ the pravailing arift to tho
Jﬂﬂo Rast, there can bz nc oubt that the sox ratioc in villejges of
i aipfation- vas feund to have licen considorably changol. In one
rillyo levol study (Mathew ead Naix, 1978), tho evorege ratic of wone
a b 341 Aas _tdun:l to haye reached ‘1454 as aMnat ‘the corresponling
P of 034 fur Kerale Stato in 1901. |
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Incilcnce of Dowry

As stetod already, migration tc the Mildle East is principelly
freo low income, low skill cccupational moups. Whatover tho proves
lence of dowxy anong those @roups «= and hore it is inportant to reme
ember that the practice of Acwry diffors botwecn various relicionsL
onste froups - since as a result of migration incomo differentizls vik-
in gaoh cf the . roups a.ffectodl‘could hcve inecrecased, it could well ha
ve resul‘llﬁ‘od in raising the level of dowry in these groups. At the
-game tine, howoveor, as the migration became nmcre widesproad, the pro-
portion of families with w0 migrant deelined in cach of _theao groups,

8o was the net impect of miyzetion to inorezse or decrease the level

of dowry.

®Culf boys"™ are sail to be at & prcmium. They are considored
prize bridegroons and they cgma.nq a2 higher <owry tha;n locel boys,
At the sono time, it would appear from actual obsorvation that many of
theose Gulf boys have been 1lcss kecn on cash than on fanily status,
education and looks. In the matrimonizl advertiscments appearin; in
tho 100?.1 ]_.Angua.go ncwspapers, one ofton notos.tmt Gulf mia:r:mts ox=
plicitly disclain intercst in dowry. Instead, they ask for good
looks and oeducaticn. 8till, cases where dowry is 'a.ctua.lly takon came
ot be ccnsiderod rarc though proference is 82id to be for land rather

than cash; Possossion of land is 3till considored an easier route to.
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scopoetability thon woalth irn any cthor forme Alse lan? hes latoly
aeau e.p;p:oci;atin.*: the fastest din velue.

~ In the ixugoholis in Teivandme: Datrict rocently stulied by the
b0y’ perscnally, tho hachelop mi¢rants wrkaﬁ ot wariod dring
the com..'so «£ thejr sne-nrnth v.'m.ation to Zisls whe brouht dowry in
tho femm of valvai:lo lanGe One uf the yowyy mon had boen working in
to Kiddlo Bast f£ox six yoars und the othor for four yea.i‘s. In Loth
the c2a0g, tho iarrin o was o.rmnsed. by reletivos in tholr abeanco,
twngh the final 2ucision wea tekon eftor thoy exeivol on tho scono.
B hoys .vent Lack o work within woeks ~f thuir h:;rria{'c;

bother aspeet of dowry thet ecne t» it in tho oasé of tho two
slwant weakors rofurrod to in tno 'prgoe:.' i para, was thet Loth of
to: waited for their younijer n':rria‘:;vable siateré tc ot merviod..
ln feot thoy ur:wd their relatives to find feoold! bridegroeons for tho~
® 4irls ovon 1 it ot poemising ~ hishor then nemal amount in dove
3+ Wen tho sirle wero moxried cff, their nirrant brothors @avo avay
Lbeeal 'écw:ica. 8o wvidently, nct only do 'Guif lwye! "aéco;-;vt noro

itz mdest dowrics, out aleo they fivo away Aowrive 1idorelly.

I¥ was notol above that & vory larme propertivn of workors nig-
wiing Tron Korala to tho Middle East arve youny anéd urmiarriods
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euc;ix gumried, these workers uisuclly cerry heavy fanily res-
pc-nsibilitiea: ‘on thneir yow:s shoulders. Vexry cficn, they ccme fram
poor fanilics. Parente are in low income jots 2nl have children tos
youn. to work or arc uncmployed. So nct only have these nijgrant wore
kers to repay the huge debt thuy incur in crder to migrato, but
also they heve to supplument the income of their parents for coverine

their oy to day exgensos,

If there aré girls to be married, ncney has to be sct aside for
their. merriage and dowry. Cases are casy tc ccme by whore a young
men prefers o girl fron a migrant househ2ld over that fron a non-mi=
crant h:usohclfl.. This is not only hecoause of the lorser dowry the
at the zirl is cexpected to brin- Lut ;".lso hecnusoe cne can then hope
te nie,ra.:te tc the Middlo East rmch nore easily with thc help of the
wife's father or brothor. In fact, the prospccf of a NOC through a
girl's father or brother carrics quite 2o hish premiun in the merriage

naorctiations,

The ovcraqe aje at marriace of zirls is alrendy quitc high for
Kernlo State., It was'catim.ted-at 21 ycoxs for the deeadle, 1961=70,
The correspcenling average for Incic as 2 whole was 17 yeers. But the
- averagc for the 8tate as 2 wholc conceals sigu’.fica.nt differences nct
only betwecn various rei;ions and religicus groups, but alsc when the

population is classified cn tho busis «f income and educetion. 8ince



the o oity of nigrant workers fron Kerala are drawn from 1w incoe

®, L cduecation grouss, any signs of wivaxd mevonent in the aze at

aarricse eould hrve sigmificart impliesntizng fon fertility leovels,
Wooen's i ins regrensibilities

The dmplicaticns of short term absence fxrem hone are difforent
&en Lin- term abacnce of male nembers from thc. houschold. Whan pe-
gle stfx;ted going to the Middle Zast for work, no cne ‘-;élievod that
their ju thore woull laat beyond o couple of years, - Now increazin-
3y the ;xr:;rartich of thege whe have stayed cwey {or Ipcric-:‘.s Beyand
o yc:.r'.?l' ig risirg. In the Yoginning when nigrants oxpectod to stoy
dr:2l fop & year or two, tho ten(‘!enc:,~: vas to ontrust “tae. family -(i.a.,
dfe 'ch.i.-lslron) to the care of closc wmale rolatives. With the len-
hof sty prolonding, the ien bave startod taking on o were active
igl:: in uhe mr;aam.zcnt of the fanily affaixs 'a.n;‘. vecLing, A8 & 1osu~

ity luss «dependent, if not oltogether indcpondonts

Msic nigohold respongitilitics

Woum fron aven froditionnd and consexvotive househ-lds have sta-
rted c.',;:j_;n{; out of thoir shell. For instancc, Muslin wersen fron nig-
rnt hc-u;%holds- have stavted 5;.0::&1::!.:1@ thelr bank acecunts inopende~
ffxtly. 1:1 villagas of hix;h ccneontration of Maslin ndgrants, benks haw

7 open.) special ccuntora whoro Muslinm wemen con be catered to without



being seon by malc custcnarcs.

In order to deel independontly with banks, women have fclt the
neod tc Yearn to rosd and write. In particular, women, otherwise
illitorate, are learning to fill tho deposit and witéqmwal slips,
Thon thexre is tho noed to cocmunicate with their husbands without
the nodiation of any third arty. Women do not want to depend
even thoir cllosost relatives tc writo their letters, nor do they wae
nt others to read the letters'4thw receive. This is a vory strongly
fclt neod among women left bshind by the misrants and is refloqtod
clearly in their willingmess to attend literacy classos. In Muslin
villages of hish migration the community itself is making.oefforts te

organize specieal clagses for wozon,

In households with no cluso oale rolative, the women have to ply
a very ruch more active xcle in the managoment of family o.ffaira_,' -
ke, for instance, the questicn cf repaying the debt incurrod \a.*.l; tbol
time of migration. One ocnes across women who handle repayments anl |
koop track of what remcins to Lie repaid and to whone Of coursc this
involves doeling with nmenfolk outsido of the circle these women tre=
ditionelly dealt with and therefore not vnly raises eysbrows bLut
also actuslly croates difficult situations. But it is cnly to be e

pected. .
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On his trip %ack home evoty onu or twe yenrs, each nigrant
ccaos loaded with gifts and ¢adgots. Sona of thoso the fauily kceps
Wt others are clearly meant _fs:r saic,y knowing thot these itans co-
mand . 2 high rrecdun. Usually the migrant workor Joes nit heve onu-
wh time to sparc for the aispose.i of such itens. In crder nct to he
faced dntc distress salos, the facily has to undertake the sule of gu=
¢h fomg. Nc doubt, rractiozlly.in .every village thero arc a ccuple

uf dealers who nct as agents for tho purpose, ?But gvon thosc doelers
. could .be too ready tc¢ exploit o situation should thay sensc unc. ¥he--
re woncn of the nigrant househclé have to transact matters with thesec
(ealars,. thoy have tc be on extra guard sgainst Leing exploitcc_i. But
virlen from these households are grodually lecarning tc cope with these
situations.

Algo, womon from migrant households have"bc-;on found tc bo taking
wre and nore interest in the suporvieion of land transactions nand ho-
use constmépion activities thet o.revery conmon tc nigrant hcuscholds,
‘mmctioally 21l ovor the States Not that the help end advice from the
mlatives is teing dispem:-le:’.' vith altogether, tut women can Le said

tv be taking increusing interost in these matters.

Sﬁoc_)lg'; cf chilliren

In the atsonce of their husbanis, children's echocling sooms to

':nvo'-bepono elnyet altosethor the rosponeibility of the wives left
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which .
behinl., To L kind of scheeles tc sond the chil ron, how mmici help
their
shoull :c ~iven to thau in .’ /fetvdies and whot all is necessaly W
. T : -

o for thodr upkeop are satters lceiled upen increasinly by wopen.

Intorestingly in eoveral ccsos childreon from mirrant houscholds
ara foun te be poda; to expensive schiols in preference to Stato-rul
or Stato~aiol private schwcls. The fisheorman'c 22uhtor, Soshe, wha
is stayin:;; with hcr parents sen?s hor chilran to Bn:lish languosc sde
ccls, ™y hushand wents thoea to have the voest ocducntion and he fiuent
in inlish¥, Not.only aro thesao schools cxpensive in terus of fees
tut o croat desl more hes to bde suent oa the chil’ren's echrol dress
enl bookse Inlocd, the major ".'ir!iticnsl iten of expense to ’.:6' incurr-
ed in thia particular ease is 5o thoisr trans ot to and from school,

But Scsha ic willing to inocur all this =?iticnnd exponso.

Paycholegicel inp~cte

Thero is.._f;r-"yin(: evilonce teo ourreot that Qo:.:un in the mi;ment
hruschclis faco mony tonsices, presswroz, conflicts an! wnxioties an;‘.'
progeures cn then are inercosing Aoy by Tey. ‘Thuce resgurcs are of
different kinds nnd intensities, sunc of than dependin; on the ase

~an reletionship of tho wonien to the ndrxont worker.

Worrics or anxiotics for the wives anlfor mcthors stort  tho oome-

nt.the worker leovos humc for Bomliy, the usuel point of exit for o
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paw nigrant to the Mide East. As things stand, a long viait coxten=
din; cver weoks, and sometiin_es nontha, is cumranly heard of, Unscru-
plouz ajsents, who onge in the ?':'usinc-ms of arranging cmployment ab-
rond for. unsuapacting scung mon, fien promise fictiticus d::toﬁ an:.,‘-.

aclos of depavturce. Cases of persons (;c-iné up, to Boml'my andl thon re-

turmning hone apty~hanied cfter o few months are not rarc to coric Dy,

In cne of the fishing bouscholds referred to above, the soh cone
tack 2fter spenling tvb nonths in Borbay under sub=standard living cone
ditions, His parents spent swsce fifteen thousanl rupces te prepare
hin for nigration. The ogont sont hii Nack frow Bombay sayin.: the cu-
rloying firz in the Mildle Enet hal rot calloed for the expected number
of werkora. Sc, this boy waz ackoel to wnit for 2 call. His :acngy is
etill with thc agont and the heope is that he will socn fulfil his pro-
=isc, Th<‘> buy's ncther 1}&:‘-. not «nly :iven awny hep ¢wn zold cmaments,
tut also gong round. o collect funds fron relatives and fricnds, It
hai token hor senths t¢ jut tosether the required amount of aney., At
the nd cf it, ebe finds that hor scn hos notéﬂggz it tc¢ the Middle BEa~
st. He will have f,c cceol his heols ti1l ke is sent fir. How long thad
will take, no <ne knows. But vhoen the czll Joes naterialise, it will

sean a furthor oxpenze of a fow thousand rupces.

Brory ~zne oing fur an unskilled or somi-skilled job in the Middle

st is quite awarc by nw that the work could be hazaricus, hours would
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be long and 1living conditicns quitc.hard. In acldition, howover, it
also appears that the jcbs migrants from India and cthor South Asian
countrios arc asked to do carry risk to 1life. Murtality in accidents

aoong; the werkors is reported to be on the increase,

A report is currently circulating in the locel languago pross
-in Kernla of soveral lmundred doad todics of migrant workcrs lying une

idontifiod in the mortuarics in the Middle East.

It is widely suspected that tho jobs offered tc migrants from In-
dia arc very dangerous. In the course of har fiold work the present'
euthor come across e mothar who wes virtuzlly = nervous wrock, becaw
se of tho type of job her son has sone for. Her husband was in a sii-
lar pr in Saudi Arabia and altnough ho sm:vi_vod and is safoly back h—

no, the fatality rato in that jsb was very high,

Thore arc scme prollems which only wives face. Probahly tho woe
rst sufferers arc the one-month ©1d brides. Very cften the migrant
worker gots married during his brief vacation of a month cr two and
loavos bohind the wife to thc carc of his roletives. Often the bride
has to live with hor:ix_x-olaws. Apart frenm lonelincss a.nd loﬂg scpara~
tion, hcr pri;blén is of 1living in strenge, unfamilier and often hesti-

1o onvircmment, with virtually no anc #~ cawwmicate with.

Ieading psyochiateists in the State are said to be alarmed at the



increaging incilence of niental digturhence. The problem of mentol
illness hag heen found to e especially acute in the 'Gulf Pockets!
of the Btate, The Medical Superintendent of Government Mcnta.l Hogpi=-
t2l at Trichur, the 'isteict with the highest nunber of mipgrants to
the Middle Hmat, is reported to have otscrved thzit 'almoest every sce-
sond femily which has a relative in the Gulf has a histery of mental
illnces, The worst victinms scen to be women between 15 and 25 ycears,
becording to this Specialist, Mit is their incompatilility with their
in-laws which lead to mest womon cracking up™. Another leading Psychi-
atrist in Kerela fears thot Mthe entire fanily situation scems to be
heading fo-r a total reak down in the Gulf belts of the State®.

(India Toiay, 19%2)

Zvidently merriod sirls whoe ste.,s; with thcir wothers have fewcr
psychiluidcal prohloms, than these whe heve 1o stay with their in~laws.
This is quite understanisztlc. But often the decisicn with whom to etay
2:es nut rest with the 7irls. It is usuelly lecided for her where she
will stay durins her hushani's abscnce, Once the decision is made,

t; chapge it intcr, - hecomes prollematic involvins as it does inter

fapily relaticona,

¥ot only Joes a yruag wifo have problems of cirrmunication when
living with her husband's family, but alsc the possibilities cf con=-

flict there arce greater, Conflict between tho wifc and her in-laws
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can arisc cver the sharm'; of renittances sent 1y the worker. If ﬁcf
remittance is addresseis t.. the porents, the wife fecls at the nceroy !
the inelaws, If the wife receives the remittance, she is ofton suspe
cted of not sharine it libeorally with her in-laws. Suspicion is no

doubt mutual but the result and psychological pressurc is Jreater ed
wife, ziven the envirunment. This nced to be oxtra cauticus in onels
novenonts and bohavicur also placces these youns womon under great st-

rain,

Bven not=su=young wives, facce the danger of their chastity boh.c
questicnoed the nement they start toking active interegt in the mnaée-
nont of the hcusehcld finmncus and other uffairs, particularly when it
involves dealings with men. At *he same time, suck a wife inomithc
displeasure and scmetimes active hostility, of the anle relotives o
takc offonce that she is not taking them sufficiently iantc confidonce
in the running of her houscheld. 8o pressurcs on older wives can alm
be quite cnorcus and cven they could find the strain too ruch to cope

with,
Fertili licaticns
Given the situation in which, as noted carlier, migration results

in postpenement of marriame and prolonged post-maritel separation of

couples during that critical phase of the life cycle when couples are
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rogt fertile, fertility behoviour is bound tc be affected and the cff-
est ig most likely to be negative. No deubt, oncé a nisront woerker
'._",et_s narried, he visits his family cccasionally, with the £ap selden
aceoding two yecars, but, from the point of view of fertility bohavie

wr, such visits seldom melce up for continuing living together of cou-

ples,

The impact of migration in gencral on the birth rate is a much
rescarche? subject. Por studying the impact «f the migration tc Mi-
idle Bast on the fertility pattorns of pcople from a pa.rficula.r ro-
gien and group, it is not only neccssary to 'lexlei'i;al{e a thorouwghe=goi=
rg survey of the fertility boehaviour in nigrant hcuscholds, but also

in aen=mi;rent’ hcuscholds.

However, scne indications arc aveilable from the-"village level
Studies referrcd tc above alout the type of impact migration tc the
fidle Fast secns to be having on fertility behoviour in Kurala. In
e villag)e level study, it was noted that the preoportion of children
2B 15 was only 30 por cont among the migrant houscholds as ageinst
"\cl-l_a.ll-Sta.te average of 40 -pcr cent anong the non~migrant houschelds
l:l‘l;he proportion of- éhildren below five was as low ag soven per cent.
Mi¢ finding led the authors of tho study to infer that if the prose-
¥ ;}ftef:n of cmigration continues, population growth in the cmigraticn

uc'xjpts is likely to decclipe irrcspective of the communities to which
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the cmigrents houscholls belom?, (Mathow and Naix, 1978)s  In this
centext, it in relovart to note that thore is .al:.'t:-g-.cly a siymificant
feeline in the porudation srowkh zate in Kerrlo fron 26,29 per cont
during the Jecade, 177170 tc 19.00 per curt '\".urin'.;; the decalc 197148,
While it die Qlfficult tec sy what part of this loeline is attribuiall
to wicretion of workers from the 8tate to the Mi«.’.dlc Eagt, the fact’
that cne out of ovexy twelve houschelds hoe = werkor livin: and w«.;r-;
king far awey from hone camod have been witaout its Lpact on fertts

lity bchaviour ead, therefcre pdpulation rrowth,

Whether nmigration g such ig chencdng the 1lcos of nen and wee
men on fawily size is nol crsy to say as yet. But it woull ajpoar,
from purscnal chscxvations, thot al.ag with increcsed onily inctmes
and groator exposure o nulern noenns of co:.m:ﬁmic!.tion, awarencas of
cptiong to limit family sizc feeildtics u::'_ix:tin.;; o ﬂ”w purposse hz.u.n
alss increascd siens; the ndgrant househeld in Rorala. Glven the ens
hanced awarcncess, the likelih o2 that these hnuscholis will Lo infle-

1

enced by it in their feortilidy beohovicur eannet de ruled out,

Crneluling Observativns

Mizration from Kerals State to the Midlle Baet, has boeon quite
subgtantisal in recent years. MWigrants awc nct only overvhelnin-ly
nen, btut als: scon to cone fron cextain rogicons and relirdous Locke

srounds nvre than others. There alsc scowm to e a seluctivity in tcnl



f wth age an? skill levels in that mest of the rigronts are quito
o and possese rathor low skills. The mojor cccnomic impuet of

s 2dgraticn at the farnily lovel hae heen the iuflow of rasittances
™ esnucquentinl Exlﬁn-vm@t in living stondards. The nost visible
b;act of this can Be seen alrveady in the widesproad improvasent of
Bsing, Howovor, thore is srowing evidence to inlicate scveral othe
¢ imacts of this misration on the faily and in particuler on womon,
w all of which can be rogarded a8 positive, are taking pleccs On

*he positive sisle, ni;';:ra.tion hes increcgsed tho fanily interdependence
B stronrthoned informal fanily and kin networks., It has also had
Essitive offoct cn fon.?.le rolos. On the cdencsrarhic sides, inmpacts
Bthe fonale as well as malc ofe at morriage, sox retio and fertility
B ° cemot bo ruled out, Thore is, at the same tine, acoumulating
Risnce of.a. negntive icinzl of impoct which nres to show that psycho-
kaeal strain as a result of this typo of migration on worion has been
!ite great. Tho werst affeeted scen t be young wives left behind by
.. mant workers to tho care of their in-~laws. Whatever may heve teen
a9 Lhc-rt'-t.om offect of nigraticn in terms of onhenced family inter—
" w?dencc, its lung=tern éffact oey well be g,uito the oppesite. Bs-
riwant hetween wives and their inZavws uay woll outlive the migra~
1il, which, in any cose, is oxtremely faApﬂfa.ry. Wwhen the iaen rc-tuﬁu
bl 203 gottle down, the amase to intra-fonily relaticnship. m‘v. wall

L—

‘ond repair,
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T(BLE I ESIDMATIED NUDDER O3 W YOLIERS AND
DL EDETTS TV 1B wIDDLS BiST
o Df.[l‘I_h. A.LD u-.Lu.

o ( in thousaris)

- - Seioms )~ o Bavee WA - 8

Ty — L in - Kerala
’ Vi xkere Dejendrnts Totel Workors

(1) (2)

1575 154 112 266 Mok
(42)

wm 214 Yeho N.Ae 135

] 350 140 450 107
(27)

1502 800 210 1¢16 35C

(212

rnsd e 8¢ ~ .

\1/, Moaures in brackets axe of denanals lnvim with oiroent workers
2 sarcentie of tne t.tal Irian poslotion (mirrasts plus dej o-
nlnts) in the Miidlo nste

2)5 e fiivre £r 177 inelu les wiewmt werkewa £20n Kernla in cother
xrts of the worldy tince cagavsble figwo e 1)7) iz 2G8 thousand.

awot Qulzti and Mody, 1933, (The figures are tentative ani subject
to cont)‘i:-mation by the authors until the publication of their
paper.



TBLE IT¢ INPER DISTHRICT V.RIATIONS IN MER
HIGHATICH ABRCAD A¥D'TC THE MI-
DDLE EiST — 1977 ond 1979 KFRALA

T el mumbor Rote No. of % of  %of §
vf pergens of seople  workcers  per-
District working cut- ‘ in- in the ir the sons
sice India crease Middle Middle  outside}
Iagt Bast Indic
1377 1979 213

() {2) (3) (4)

Trivandran 20,53C 33,769 + 2,239 119% 21,125 (4) 92.7  10.95
Quilsn 13,735 21,639 + 7,204 R 18,756 (5) 06.6 10,41

Mllcppey 14,777 21,363 + 6,557  46% - 17,029 (7) 79.7  10.2¢
Kottayam 4,987 7,094 + 2,107 42%6 4,160 (9) 53.6 3.4
Tdikki, 467 577 + 110 23% 2387 (11)49.7 0.27

Ernakulem 4,5:3 5,120 + 535 2% 1%,522(10) 74.5 2,46
Trichur 26,367 40,224 +13,057 53% 37,070 (1) 94.0 19435
#alapuranl 9,762 35,175 +16,413 03% 34,045 (2) 96.3 174305
*Palghet 3,171 7,735 + 4,564 143%6 7,034 (8) 90.0 3,72
*Kozhi kode 9,956 17,731 + 8,675 96%: 17,099 (6) 96.4 3,53
*Camnanore 17,792 27,360 + 9,577 54 24,563 (3) €9.7  13.17

-~

Tetal 135,157 207,005 186,545 39,7 - 100.00

* Those are the districts with Muslin pepulaticn in excess of the arurey
the Statc as ~ whole, Maleppuram 64%, Kozhikode 31%, Cannancre 24% nl 2
21%. It oustht to be added that Malappucam is also the District with ihol
rer capita domostic producc, (i.c., inceme withoub toking inte accoml of
renittances sent by nigrant workc:rs).

Sourcess (1) Bureau of Ecorumics and Statistics, Government of Keinly, G
of Employment and Misration, Novembiex=Decenber, 1977 (unmutl

(2) Dircctoratc cf Econonies & Statistics, Trivandrum, G orned
I Kerala, Survey of Housing end Employment, 1990.
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DISTRIDUTION OF MIGRANT WOLKELS

T0M KERATA ACCCHDING TO EDUCL-
TICNAL AND SYILL STATUS LMD
ESTINATION, 1979
II Nece-of N.o Of° Belew Scoondaxy  Graducite
: Destina~- Jioran= Sceondary yossessing Loevol
“tion . %8 (in J— Total
'-’.‘D’C.s) Skill.- Unski-~ Di;lena/ ncthi- Prof. Tech
ed 1lad certifi- ng  Deg~ Jde-
fate ree (ree
T, %
1. Mddle Eaat .
Countries 136.5 35.6 20,3 AB.Y 1.5 13,2 4.6 1.5 100
& lun-Hi'ldlo
Inst Foreiim
contrics 212 4e2 11.7 24.0 19.3 13.5 1.6 1.8 10C
b &1 forei:m
‘Coantries 2277 40.9 1.5 4€e 12,3  13.7 6.0 2,2 1CC
L 'Other Stetes '
Total 17.7 30.6 1463 20,3 6.3 2,1 120

e e

Wt DMirectorate of Zconomies anl Statistics, Goverment of Kerala, Surw

vey of Houzing and Eaplovnient, 1530,
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i
&
2
-

ESTDVACE OF LEMITIANCE H0RII TS
Sl TITR 7 ISDLE JGST, LEIA &0

KELLA
(In Rupees Millions)
India Korals
Yaar ~ A1 Middle Middle
Cruntrics Eoat Fost
197677 2,000 34300 1,160
1977=1" 11,470 59607 2,060
197075 11,200 €454 2,475
1979=0 16,762 10,900 9200
1930=31 23,739 17,500 54650

)
Sources Gulati an® Mudy, 1233, { The figures arc tentative and ‘zi'
ject to confimmation by the authors until the pudblicatiof
of their p?iper.)
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