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In t roduc t i on 

Drop-out ra tes f o r P a k i s t a n have so f a r been c a l c u l a t e d 

from primary sample su r v ey d a t a . Thes e have i n d i c a t e d 

that the main reasons f o r d r o p p i n g - o u t may be the i l l i t e r a c y of 

parents and the i r subsequent d i s i n t e r e s t in e d u c a t i o n , harsh 

treatment by poor q u a l i t y t e a c h e r s , p o v e r t y and i l l - h e a l t h and 

poor teaching f a c i l i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y o v e r c r o w d i n g . ^ Our 

o r i g i n a l purpose f o r w r i t i n g t h i s p a p e r was to g e n e r a t e d r o p - o u t 

ra te s e r i e s over time us ing s e c o n d a r y e n r o l l m e n t da t a and by 

using p r o x i e s , t e s t on a macro l e v e l the v a r i o u s h y p o t h e s e s genera 

ted at the micro l e v e l . 

Our o r i g i n a l aim had t o be a l t e r e d . The f i r s t d r a f t o f 

t h i s paper was c r i t i c i s e d f o r n o t c a r r y i n g o u t the a n a l y s i s to 

reg iona l (urban/rura l ) d i s a g g r e g a t i o n b e c a u s e d r o p p i n g - o u t i s 

more rural than an urban phenomenon, and the r e a s o n s m e n t i o n e d 

above are more l i k e l y to a p p l y in a r u r a l s e t t i n g . H a v i n g made 

th is d i s a g g r e g a t i o n , we f ound we w e r e unab l e t o a l s o d i s a g g r e g a t e 

our proxy independent v a r i a b l e s s i n c e the needed t ime s e r i e s data 

were not a v a i l a b l e . 

The s t a f f at the I n s t i t u t e o f E d u c a t i o n and R e s e a r c h , 
Lahore have s u p e r v i s e d s e v e r a l M .A . T h e s e s on t h e _ c a u s e s 
o f d ropp ing -out . See_ for_ examp l e S a q i b and As i [_ 9 J 

and Qamar and Khan /_ 8 / . T h e s e s t u d i e s a r e n e i t h e r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r the c o u n t r y as a w h o l e nor v e r y r i g o r o u s 
but they do p r o v i d e some i n s i g h t s i n t o the d r o p p i n g ou t 
phenomenon. For a more r e c e n t n a t i o n a l s j tud^ o f d r o p - o u t s 
based on s t r a t i f i e d random s a m p l i n g s e e I 3 / . T h i s s tudy 
however c o n c e n t r a t e s on the comp l ex f l o w o f s t u d e n t s from 
c l a s s I to c l a s s I I . The c o m p l e x i t y i n v o l v e d w i l l be d i s -
cussed in the t e x t f u r t h e r on in t h i s p a p e r . 
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What we have h e r e then i s a much l e s s amb i t ous e n d e a v o u r , 

pe rhaps p a v i n g the way f o r more e n t e r p i s i n g r e s e a r c h e r s . Drop-

ou t r a t e s have been p r e s e n t e d and d i s c u s s e d by p r o v i n c i a l , r e g i o n a l 

and g ende r d i s a g g r e g a t i o n s . In so f a r as the c o h o r t a n a l y s i s we 

e n g a g e in i s a c c e p t a b l e , an o v e r a l l p i c t u r e i s p r e s e n t e d f o r the 

f i r s t t ime about the magn i tude and i n c i d e n c e o f t h i s v e r y s e r i o u s 

p r o b l e m . The p o p u l a r p r e s s o f t e n . s t a t e s t h a t abou t f i f t y p e r c e n t 

o f p r i m a r y s choo l s t u d e n t s d r o p - o u t b e f o r e c o m p l e t i n g c l a s s \l. W h i l e 

t h i s i s a f a i r l y a c c u r a t e a p p r o x i m a t i o n , i t i s l i t t l e a i d f o r p o l i c y 

making s i n c e i t does n o t p r e c i s e l y i d e n t i f y the p r ob l em a r e a s by 

p r o v i n c e , r e g i o n o r g e n d e r . T h i s i s what we have done . We f e e l 

t h i s can n o t o n l y g u i d e p o l i c y but a l s o p o i n t to the a r e a s where 

more d e t a i l e d m i c r o s t u d i e s shou ld be done . 

E n r o l l e d s t u d e n t s a t the s choo l l e v e l who do no t d r o p - o u t 

e v e n t u a l l y m a t r i c u l a t e and become c o u n t e d in t ( ie o u t p u t s t a t i s t i c s . 

Much i n f o r m a t i o n e x i s t s by v a r i o u s d i s a g g r e g a t i o n s wh i ch has n e v e r 

been p r e s e n t e d and r e v i e w e d . Once a g a i n , our c o n t r i b u t i o n h e r e 

can o n l y be v i e w e d as p r e l i m i n a r y , but n o n e t h e l e s s u s e f u l in 

c h a r t e r i n g a c o u r s e and making a w e a l t h o f i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e 

t o o t h e r r e s e a r c h e r s . By document ing the d i f f e r e n t i a l s by p r o v i n c e , 

g e n d e r and r e g i o n , we have a g a i n i d e n t i f i e d the main p rob l em a r e a s 

f o r f u r t h e r i n d e p t s tudy o f c a u s e s . An examp le w i l l c l a r i f y t h i s 

p o i n t . On ly a q u a r t e r o f one p e r c e n t o f the 15-19 p o p u l a t i o n 

c o h o r t o f r u r a l g i r l s in B a l u c h i s t a n a t t a i n e d a m a t r i c d e g r e e in 

1 9 8 l . Why t h i s was sb and w h e t h e r t h i s c o n t i n u e s to be t r u e a r e 

q u e s t i o n s t h a t u r g e n t l y need to be a n s w e r e d . 



Drop -Outs 

a ) D a t a , D e f i n i t i o n and Measurement . 

For d r o p - o u t s , the da ta u t i l i s e d In t h i s s tudy a r e m o s t l y 

f r o m u n p u b l i s h e d s o u r c e s s i n c e c l a s s - w i s e da ta d i s a g g r e g a t e d by 

r e g i o n and g e n d e r have so f a r o n l y been p u b l i s h e d by the Pun jab 

/_ 1 7 • Data f o r the o t h e r p r o v i n c e s were , taken f rom the o r i g i n a l 

f i l e s made a v a i l a b l e t o us . For S ind t h i s was f rom the Bureau o f 
jf 

S t a t i s t i c s and f o r NWFP and B a l u c h i s t a n f rom the r e s p e c t i v e 

D i r e c t o r a t e s o f E d u c a t i o n a t Peshawar and Q u e t t a . C l a s s - w i s e 

e n r o l l m e n t da ta by r e g i o n a l d i s a g g r e g a t i o n was no t a v a i l a b l e f o r 

the e a r l i e r y e a r s , so ou r w r i t e up on d r o p - o u t c o v e r s o n l y the 

p e r i o d 1977/78-1982/83 i . e the F i f t h P l a n p e r i o d . For more d e t a i l s 

abou t t h i s da ta s ee Khan e t . a l / _ 2 , A p p e n d l x - A 7 . 

D r o p - o u t s c o n s t i t u t e s t u d e n t s who f o r v a r i o u s r e a s o n s l e a v e 

2 

s c h o o l b e f o r e c o m p l e t i o n o f the e d u c a t i o n l e v e l they e n r o l l e d I n . 

Drop - o u t r a t e s (DRs) w e r e c a l c u l a t e d in the f o l l o w i n g way . 

E = E n r o l l m e n t in the base y e a r , 

E t + j ^.Enrol 1 men t in the n e x t y e a r and in the n e x t c l a s s , 

Assuming E t I s e n r o l l m e n t in c l a s s 1 in 1977/78 then E t + ( 

I s e n r o l l m e n t in c l a s s I I f o r l978/79v The d i f f e r e n c e , i d e n t i f i e s 

For a d i s c u s s i o n o f d r o p - o u t s s e e B r ime r and P a u l ! / 1 , p p . 1 5 - 1 8 / . 
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we came a c r o s s in a S i n d p i l o t c ensus o f p r i m a r y s c h o o l s I n d i c a t e d 

t h a t they we r e i n v e r s e l y r e l a t e d to c l a s s number ( l . e c l a s s 1, 

I I e t c ) in p r i m a r y s c h o o l . The e s t i m a t e s showed a r e p e t i t i o n 

r a t e o f 5 7 . 8 p e r c e n t f o r I 3' . sha rp d rop t h e r e a f t e r t o a 

more g r a d u a l d e c l i n e in r e p e t i t i o n r a t e s be tween the o t h e r c l a s s e s 

/~10 , p . 13_7". The r e p e t i t i o n r a t e f o r c l a s s V was 12.6 p e r c e n t . 

The same p a t t e r n i s e v i d e n t in a more r e c e n t s tudy by the s t a f f o f 

AEPAM f~ 3 , T a b l e No . 1_7 . The h i g h a v e r a g e r e p e t i t i o n r a t e s in 

c l a s s I f o r the w h o l e c o u n t r y were 25 p e r c e n t and the l o w e s t f o r 

c l a s s V were 6 .8 p e r c e n t . ^ S i n c e r e p e t i t i o n i s i n v e r s e l y r e l a t e d t o 

c l a s s number , our e s t i m a t e s o v e r s t a t e a l l DRs. The e x t e n t o f o v e r -

s t a t e m e n t wou ld depend on the d i f f e r e n c e in r e p e t i t i o n r a t e s be tween 

two s u c c e s s i v e c l a s s e s . 

The e f f e c t o f an i n c r e a s e in the number o f i n s t i t u t i o n s i s 

no t a c c o u n t e d f o r b e cause « e w I n s t i t u t i o n s a r e l i k e l y t o draw 

s t u d e n t s f r om w i t h i n the e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m . New s t u d e n t s a r e most 

l i k e l y t o e n t e r e i t h e r the f i r s t c l a s s in p r i m a r y ur the s i x t h c l a s s 

in s e c o n d a r y ; the number o f s t u d e n t s e n g a g e d In p r i v a t e s t u d y and 

e n t e r i n g in m i d - p r i m a r y o r m i d - s e c o n d a r y i s assumed t o be n o m i n a l . 

W i th t h e s e p r e l i m i n a r y remarks o u t - o f the w a y , we turn to the w r i t e 

up abou t the DRs a t the p r i m a r y l e v e l p r e s e n t e d in t a b l e 1. 

3. Once a g a i n , the e x p l a n a t i o n o f why r e p e t i t i o n r a t e s a r e so h i g h 
in c l a s s I i s d e f e r r e d t o the n e x t s u b - s e c t i o n . 





b . Drop-Out Rate P a t t e r n s 

Much i n f o r m a t i o n i s c o n t a i n e d in t a b l e 1. One e f f i c i e n t 

way t o read i t >s t o c o n c e n t r a t e on one d imens i on a t a t i m e . 

F o l l o w i n g t h i s a p p r o a c h , s e v e r a l p o i n t s e m e r g e . 

A t the p r i m a r y l e v e l , DRs f o r g i r l s e x c e e d e d t h o s e o f boys 

in bo th urban and ru ra l a r e a s e x c e p t f o r urban S f n d . T h e l a r g e s t g e n d e r 

d i f f e r e n t i a l in bo th r e g i o n s was e v i d e n t f o r the Pun jab p r o v i n c e . For 

v a r i o u s c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l r e a s d n s , i t a p p e a r s t h a t g l r l s ' e d u c a t i o n 

c o n t i n u e s t o be v i e w e d as r e l a t i v e l y u n i m p o r t a n t . The same f a c t o r s 

o p e r a t i n g on the j o b marke t may a l s o h i n d e r i n c e n t i v e s t o f e m a l e 

e d u c a t i o n . 
i 

Rural DRs w e r e l a r g e r than urban DRs a c r o s s the b o a r d , w i t h 

the d i f f e r e n t i a l b e i n g l a r g e r f o r g i r l s . T h i s regionl d i f f e r e n t i a l 

was p a r t i c u l a r l y l a r g e in the NWFP. Rural DRs b e i n g h i g h e r i s n o t 

s u r p r i s i n g c o n s i d e r i n g the p o o r e r q u a l i t y o f s c h o o l i n g a v a i l a b l e 

t h e r e and the h i g h e r o p p o r t u n i t y c o s t o f a t t e n d i n g s c h o o l f o r r u r a l 

c h 1 1 d r e n . 

A c l e a r p i c t u r e d i d n o t a l w a y s emerge f rom an o b s e r v a t i o n 

o f the magn i tude o f DRs. in bo th urbtjn 8nd r u r s l ar6c5S, S ind had 

the l o w e s t g i r l DRs and Pun jab the l o w e s t boy DRs. in bo th r e g i o n s 

a l s o , P u n j a b i boy DRs w e r e c o n s i d e r a b l y l o w e r than in the o t h e r 

p r o v i n c e s . In r u r a l a r e a s , NWFP had the h i g h e s t g i r l DRs and 

B a l u c h i s t a n the h i g h e s t boy DRs. The number o f y e a r s we had t o 

work w i t h i s n o t r e a l l y a d e q u a t e f o r a s t u d y o f t ime t r e n d s . 



H o w e v e r r c ? i s 6 a I o b s e r v a t i o n shows f l u c t u a t i o n s In a l l c a s e s e x c e p t In 

r u r a l SFnd f o r g i r l s w h e r e t h e r e was an unambiguous downward t r e n d . 

The DRs p r e s e n t e d in t a b l e I a r e an a v e r a g e o f e a c h y e a r 

o v e r the c l a s s e s a t t h e p r i m a r y l e v e l . A f e w i n s i g h t s a r e f o r t h -

com ing f r o m p r e s e n t i n g t h e same d a t a a s an a v e r a g e f o r e a c h c l a s s 

a c r o s s the f i v e y e a r s . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n i s c o n t a i n e d in t a b l e I I 

Tab S e - I ! 

DROP OUT RATES AT THE PRIMARY LEVEL BY CLASSES, PROVINCE, 
REGION AND GENDER ( 1 9 7 8 / 7 9 - 1 3 8 2 / 8 3 ) . 

URBAN 

CI a s s e s 
NWFP P u n j a b S ! nd Ba1uch i s t a n 

CI a s s e s Boys G i r l s Soys G i r l s Boys G i r l s Boys G i r l s 

l - l f 5 2 . 4 5 5 . 4 2 1 . 7 4 2 . 2 2 1 . 0 2 3 . 6 4 0 . 9 

i i - m 5 . 8 7 . 9 3 . 2 2 . 0 12 .0 13 .4 7 . 9 

I I l - l V 5 . 3 6 . 2 2 . 4 3 - 5 10.4 8 . 2 3 . 8 

IV -V - 1 0 . 4 7 . 5 5 . 0 6 . 6 13 .5 12 .3 13 .4 

RURAL 

l - l 1 5 5 . 3 5 8 . >7-6 V j . 2 4 3 . 9 3 4 . 1 4 9 . 8 

1 M 1 1 9 . 1 2 4 . 9 1 1 . 8 17 .2 14 .5 1 5 . 3 2 1.2 

1 1 l - I V 9 - 7 2 2 . 4 7 . 8 15 .9 13..3 18 .3 12 .8 

IV -V 10. 4 2 9 . 0 • 1 3 . 8 2 0 . 2 6 . 2 14 .4 19 .3 

S o u r c e s : See t a b l e 1. 
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T a b l e I I shows t h a t DRs a r e much h i g h e r f r o m c l a s s I t o 

c l a s s I I , as compared t o the o t h e r c l a s s e s . The main r eason I s 

t h e b i f u r c a t i o n In p r a c t i c e o f c l a s s I i n t o " K a c h i " and " P a k ^ " / 1 

Rachi can be v i e w e d as cite e q u t v a l a n c o t k i nuergarde 'n o r 

a p r e - s c h o o l c l a s s ^ S t u d e n t s in Kachi a r e m o s t l y t h e r e t o be 

a c c l i m a t e d and a t the same t ime t o r e l i e v e f a m i l i e s o f c h i l d c a r e . 

S i n c e e n r o l l m e n t in c l a s s I I shows the f l o w o f o n l y Pakki c l a s s 

s t u d e n t s , a g g r e g a t i o n o f Kachi and Pakki c l a s s e n r o l l m e n t s as 

e n r o l l m e n t s in c l a s s I w r o n g l y shows up as v e r y h i g h DRs f o r the 

second c l a s s . We c a n n o t a d j u s t DRs f o r t h i s o v e r e s t i m a t i o n 

b e c a u s e s e p e r a t e data ' f o r e n r o l l m e n t s in Kachi and Pakk i ' c l a s s e s 

i s n o t a v a i l a b l e . 5 

T h e r e a r e a l s o two p u z z l e s e v i d e n t f r om p r e s e n t i n g the 

d a t a in t h i s a l t e r n a t i v e f a s h i o n . F i r s t , t h e r e was a n e g a t i v e 

d r o p - o u t f r o m c l a s s IV to V f o r boys In the Urban NWFP. S e cond , 

t h e r e f s a c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n ' o f d r o p - o u t s d e c r e a s i n g up to c l a s s 

IV and ' th « r> I n c r e a s i n g f r om c l a s s V . - P e r h a p s , a s c r e e n i n g o fccurs 

t o have o n l y the b e t t e r s t u d e n t s ' t a k e t 'h« f i r s t m a j o r c o m p e t i t i v e 

exam. T h i s no doubt has a b e a r i n g on the. r e p u t a t i o n o f t e a c h e r s 

and s c h o o l s . 

. i 

A n o t h e r r ea son f o r the h i g h DRs a t the b e g i n n i n g may be t h e " 
a d j u s t m e n t p r o b l e m s t h a t o c c u r a t the e a r l y s t a g e o f e d u c a t i o n 
f o r some m i n o r s . 

t • • 

5 . A r e c e n t s t u d y / 3 ^ p . l l _ _ / based on a sample s u r v e y a t t e m p t e d t o 
e s t i m a t e t h e a c t u a l DRs f rom c l a s s I to c l a s s I t . When Kachi and 
Pakki w e r e taken t o g e t h e r the DRs f r o m c l a s s I t o c l a s s I I at. 
the n a t i o n a l l e v e l was 40 p e r c e n t and 43 p e r c e n t e r boys and g i r l s . a n d 43 
p e r c e n t and 36 p e r c e n t f o r urban and r u r a l a r e a s r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
When o n l y Pakki was used f o r e s t i m a t i n g DRs f r o m c l a s s I t o 
c l a s s I I , DRs we r e 12 p e r c e n t and 14 p e r c e n t f o r boys and g i r l s 
and 14 p e r c e n t and 10 p e r c e n t f o r urban and r u r a l a r e a s r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

6 , We w e r e u n a b l e t o i l l i c i t a r e s p o n s e f r o m the NWFP Bureau o f S t a t i s t i c s 
on t h i s i s s u e . 
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The s e c o n d a r y l e v e l DRs have o n l y been p r e s e n t e d by c l a s s l e v e l . 

The reason f o r do ing t h i s i s t o a v o i d h a v i n g t o a v e r a g e o v e r a l l 

c l a s s e s f o r the v a r i o u s y e a r s . Such an a v e r a g e f o r the urban a r e a s 

wou ld be m e a n i n g l e s s b e cause be tween f i f t h and s i x t h one can e x p e c t 

n e g a t i v e DRs. The r eason f o r t h i s i s t ha t a c o m p l e t i o n o f t h i s l e v e l 

o f s c h o o l i n g in ru ra l a r e a s in many c a s e s meant a t r a n s f e r t o urban 

a r e a s f o r the c o n t i n u a t i o n o f s c h o o l i n g . E i t h e r f a c i l i t i e s w e r e n o t 

a v a i l a b l e In ru ra l a r e a s o r e l s e , they w e r e n o t deemed a d e q u a t e . T h i s 

p r o c e s s b o o s t e d ERs in urban c l a s s VI and t h i s showed up as n e g a t i v e 

DRs f r om c l a s s V t o c l a s s VI in urban a r e a s in t a b l e I I I . 

T a b l e - 11 I 

DROP-OUT RATES AT THE SECONDARY LEVEL BY CLASSES, 
REGION AND GENDER (1978/79 - 1982/83) 

Percer i t a g e s 
URBAN 

NWFP Pun jab S ind B a l u c h i s t a n 
Boys G i r l s Boys G i r l s Boys G i r l s Boys G i r l s 

V -V I - 5 . 9 - 6 . 4 - 4 0 . 3 5 . 4 -14 . 1 - 7 . 0 -21 .0 

V I - V I 1 6 . 8 11 .6 13-7 13.5 8, .9 12.9 11 .6 

V ! 1 - V I 1 1 7 . 7 10.9 7 .0 11 .6 6. T. > 7 .2 6 .9 

VI l l - I X 5 - 2 CO
 

2 . 2 13.4 7. .7 15 .3 - 2 .5 

IX-X 2 0 . 0 18 .7 2 1 . 8 16.0 2, .0 5 . 9 22 .8 

RURAL 

V-VI 19 .6 6 3 . 6 • 30 .2 6 3 . 0 58. .8 8 0 . 8 50, .6 

V I - V I 1 10.6 17.0 19.4 2 2 . 5 11. 2 2 0 . 4 18. .0 

V I l - V I 1 1 15.4 18 .8 23 .4 20 .7 8. 9 14.2 12. .2 

VI1 l - I X 2 3 - 9 6 3 . 8 5 0 . 3 6 8 . 9 46. 1 91 .8 70. .8 

IX-X 19.6 11.1 2 8 . 9 18 .0 6 . 3 11 .3 20. .6 

S o u r c e : See t a b l e 1. 
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C o r r e s p o n d l n g l y , t h e r e i s a m a s s i v e jump in DRs e v i d e n t in the 

r u r a l a r e a s . O b s e r v e t h a t they a r e v e r y h i g h compared t o p r i m a r y 

c l a s s DRs and t o most o t h e r s e c o n d a r y c l a s s DRs. The e x c e p t i o n s 

a r e the h i g h DRs t h a t o c c u r e d be tween c l a s s V I I I and c l a s s IX . 

Once a g a i n the same r eason was o p e r a t i v e . C l a s s V I I I marks the 

end o f the m i d d l e l e v e l and once a g a i n one can e x p e c t a movement 

t o urban a r e a s f o r t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f e d u c a t i o n t o the m a t r i c u l a -

t i o n and h i g h e r l e v e l s . The c o r r e s p o n d i n g d e c ! I n e in urban DRs 

p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r b o y s , c o u l d in p a r t be r e f l e c t i n g t h i s . H o w e v e r , 

t h e r e was no t a l w a y s a c o r r e s p o n d i n g d e c l i n e in urban DRs; S ind 

DRs and P u n j a b g i r l DRs a r e c a s e s in p o i n t . 

T h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e r e a r e o t h e r r e a s o n s f o r h i g h DRs a t the 
v • 

c o m p l e t i o n o f a s c h o o l l e v e l In r u r a l a r e a s , a p a r t f r o m m i g r a t i n g 

f o r f u r t h e r s c h o o l i n g i n t o urban a r e a s . P e rhaps the most p r o -

m inen t o f t h e s e i s b e i n g drawn I n t o the r u r a l o r urban labour 

f o r c e t o c o n t r i b u t e t o f a m i l y income. A l t e r n a t i v e l y , In many 

c a s e s s t u d e n t s may have t o t r a n s f e r a t t h i s s t a g e t o a n o t h e r s choo l 

( e v e n w i t h i n t h e r u r a l a r e a ) but the d i s t a n c e may h i n d e r them f r o m 

d o i n g s o . The o p p o s i t i o n t o g l i ; s in the r u r a l a r e a s p u r s u i n g 

h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n I s p a r t i c u l a r l y e v i d e n t f r om the DRs f r om c l a s s 

V I I I t o IX , wh ich r ange s f r o m 64 p e r c e n t in the NWFP t o 92 p e r c e n t 

In S i n d . 

T h e r e i s a n o t h e r r e a s o n why the d e c l i n e in urban DRs f rom 

c l a s s V I I I t o c l a s s IX was n o t as s t e e p as one m igh t e x p e c t f r om 

the c o r r e s p o n d i n g r i s e in r u r a l DRs f o r t h o s e c l a s s e s . A p o r t i o n 

o f the s t u d e n t s a f t e r c l a s s V I I I l e a v e the ma ins t r eam e d u c a t i o n f o r 

s e c o n d a r y v o c a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n . Data was n o t a v a i l a b l e t o a d j u s t 
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f o r t h i s and c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e ORs a r e o v e r s t a t e d . 

A c o m p a r a t i v e s t u d y o f t a b l e I I I by the v a r i o u s d i s a g g r e g a t i o n s 

t h e d a t a i s p r e s e n t e d f o r a l s o r e v e a l s t h a t as in t h e c a s e o f 

p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n , in g e n e r a l g i r v s 'DRs e x c e e d t h o s e o f boys".- The 

s u r p r i s i n g e x c e p t i o n I s t h e r e v e r s e h o l d i n g t r u e f r o m c l a s s IX t o X 

f o r b o t h urban and r u r a l a r e a s in NWFP and t h e P u n j a b . P e r h a p s , 

a f t e r t h e h i g h a t t r i t i o n f o r e a r l i e r y e a r s , t h e v e r y d e t e r m i n e d g i r l s 

g o on f o r m a t r i c u l a t i o n In t h e s e c a s e s . 

The g r e a t e s t d i f f e r e n t i a l b e t w e e n boy and g i r l ' DRs i s e v i d e n t 

o v e r a l l f o r S i n d . T h i s i s a l s o t r u e f o r r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n t i a l s w h e r e , 

as in t h e c a s e o f p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n , r u r a l DRs e x c e e d urban DRs by 

a l a r g e m a r g i n . Rank ing i s d i f f i c u l t b e c a u s e f e w c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n s 

e m e r g e . One can s a y w i t h some c o n f i d e n c e t h a t th e l a r g e s t g i r l DRs 

In r u r a l a r e a s w e r e In the S i n d . 

So f a r , l i t t l e has been s a i d a b o u t t h e c u m u l a t i v e d r o p - o u t s 

o v e r a l e v e l o f e d u c a t i o n . T h e s e a r e shown in t a b l e IV f o r t h e 

p r i m a r y and s e c o n d a r y l e v e l s . C u m u l a t i v e DRs a r e g e n e r a l l y h i g h e r 

a t t h e p r i m a r y than a t t h e s e c o n d a r y l e v e l s e x c e p t f o r r u r a l s e c o n d a r y 

e d u c a t i o n w h e r e the r e v e r s e was o f t e n t r u e . The numbers a r e n o t e w o r t h y . 

• •• ••. - O n l y a b o u t 3 p e r c e n t o f r u r a l g i r l s a t t h e s e c o n d a r y l e v e l in 

S i n d s u r v i v e d t o a t t e m p t t h e m a t r i c exam and a b o u t 15 p e r c e n t d i d so 

In the P u n j a b . O t h e r c u m u l a t i v e DRs a r e n o t as d r a s t i c but s t i l l 

v e r y h i g h . C l o s e t o h a l f and a t h i r d o f t h e s t u d e n t s d r o p o u t 

b e f o r e a t t e m p t i n g the f i n a l y e a r exams f o r t h e p r i m a r y and s e c o n d a r y 

l e v e l s in urban a r e a s . In t h e r u r a l a ' r eas , c l o s e t o t w o - t h i r d s and 

f o u r - f i f t h s d r o p - o u t . The w a s t e i m p l i c i t in t h e s e r a t i o s i s immense. 











Gender and r e g i o n a l p e r f o r m a n c e s a r e p r e d i c t a b l e . L a r g e r 

p r o p o r t i o n s o f boys m a t r i c u l a t e d than g i r l s and l a r g e r p r o p o r t i o n s 

in urban a r e a s m a t r i c u l a t e d than in ru ra l a r e a s . In the f o r m e r 

c a s e , g e n d e r d i f f e r e n t i a l s in ru ra l .-irpas w e r e much l a r g e r p a r t i c u l a r l y 

in NWFP and the P u n j a b . In the l a t t e r c a s e , the l a r g e s t r e g i o n a l 

d i f f e r e n t i a l s c o u l d be f ound in S ind and B a l u c h i s t a n . 
» 

The d i f f e r e n c e s o v e r t ime in the p r o p o r t i o n s m a t r i c u l a t i n g 

w e r e n o t m a j o r . In g e n e r a l the t r e n d was f o r l o w e r p r o p o r t i o n s 

m a t r i c u l a t i n g in a l l p r o v i n c e s e x c e p t S ind where t h e r e was an 

Improved p e r f o r m a n c e . T h i s showed up in the magn i tude c o m p a r i s o n s 

a c r o s s p r o v i n c e s . S i n d ' s r a n k i n g in urban a r e a s improved f r o m second 

in 1973 ( b e h i n d P u n j a b ) to f i r s t In 1981. S i m i l a r l y , In r u r a l 

a r e a s i t s r a n k i n g went f r om f ou r th in 1973 to t h i r d in 198) ( b e f o r e 

B a l u c h i s t a n ) . Even s o , the p r o p o r t i o n o f ru ra l g i r l s m a t r i c u l a t i n g 

In S ind was s t i l l under one p e r c e n t in 1981. The same h e l d t r u e f o r 

B a l u c h i s t a n and NWFP. 

Common b e l i e f s u g g e s t s t b a t - a m a j o r i t y o f s t u d e n t s pursue a g e n e r a l 

t y p e o f ' e d u c a t i o n In P a k i s t a n ( l . e h u m a n i t i e s ) . O v e r a l l , t h e w v l d e n c e p r e -
• 1 

s e n t e d in t a b l c V l l r e f u t e s t h i s c o n t e n t i o n f o r boys flWFP Mad « £ « r t e d the 

d e cade w i t h the h i g h e s t p e r c e n t a g e s o f m a t r i c u l a t e s in s c i e n c e f o r 

b o t h g e n d e r s but ended up w i t h the l o w e s t p e r c e n t a g e s . I t I s the o n l y 

p r o v i n c e wh ich showed d e c r e a s i n g t r e n d s . The o t h e r p r o v i n c e s had 

an i n c r e a s i n g t r e n d s f o r bo th g e n d e r s . S ind showed the b i g g e s t 

I n c r e a s e , w h i l e Pun jab a l s o had a s i g n i f i c a n t I n c r e a s e In b o y s ' 

s c i e n c e o u t p u t . G i r l s ' s c i e n c e o u t p u t showed a m i l d I n c r e a s e In P u n j a b 

and - S f n d . B a l u c h i s t a n showed a s u b s t a n t i a l I n c r e a s e In g i r l s ' 

s c i e n c e o u t p u t , and had the h i g h e s t p e r c e n t a g e s f o r the l a t e r y e a r s . 
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A n o t h e r common b e l i e f p r e v a i l i n g Is t h a t the e d u c a t i o n a l 

s t a n d a r d s have d e t e r i o r a t e d o v e r t i m e . One v e r y c rude p r o x y i s 
<v: •> rt. • t •••;••;' t- •.. i - » • : • « -
p r o v i d e d in t a b l e V I I I , wh i ch p r e s e n t s da t a on the, pass p e r c e n t a g e In 

the m a t r i c u l a t i o n e x a m i n a t i o n by g e n d e r and p r o v i n c e s . The 

pass p e r c e n t a g e f o r boys d e c l i n e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y o v e r t ime in a l l 

the p r o v i n c e s , w i t h the b i g g e s t drop in the P u n j a b . Only In NWFP 

has t h e r e been an improvement in the l a s t two y e a r s f o r w h i c h da ta 

was a v a i l a b l e . S ind had the h i g h e s t pass p e r c e n t a g e f o r b o t h g e n d e r s 

T a b l e - V I I I " 5 

PASS PERCENTAGE IN THE MATRICULATION EXAMINATION BY " 
PROVINCE AND GENDER 

NWFP Pun jab S ind B a l u c h i s t a n 
Boys G i r l s Boys G i r l s Boys G i r l s Boys G i r l s 

1 9 7 2 4 7 . 4 5 3 . 1 6 0 . 9 6 5 . 8 6 9 . 3 78 .2 6 7 . 9 7 1 . 3 

1 9 7 3 4 2 . 3 4 5 . 2 5 9 . 3 6 0 . 7 6 7 . 8 75 .4 69 .1 7 0 . 9 

1 9 7 4 4 0 . 9 39 .0 5 3 . 5 4 9 . 3 6 8 . 6 75 .0 71 .2 5 4 . 1 

1 9 7 5 3 5 . 0 3 7 . 3 4 4 . 9 4 9 . 5 6 4 . 1 71 ; 1 6 3 . 7 6 9 - 9 

1 9 7 6 4 5 . 1 4 7 . 2 4 4 . 8 4 7 . 4 6 5 . 4 6 8 . 9 4 7 . 9 5 8 . 1 

1 9 7 7 4 6 . 6 4 8 . 6 4 1 . 8 5 1 . 5 6 1 . 8 " 6 6 . 5 4 8 . 0 5 5 . 0 

1 9 7 8 3 9 . 8 52 .4 4 2 . 3 5 0 . 7 6 1 . 8 73 .4 

r-^ 

CO
 

t»"V 75 .4 

1 9 7 9 4 1 . 9 4 7 . 3 4 2 . 3 5 9 . 8 6 1 . 6 79 .0 4 7 . 1 6 9 . 7 

1 9 8 0 5 6 . 6 6 4 . 9 4 6 . 6 6 4 . 9 6 4 . 7 77 .2 4 1 . 6 5 1 . 7 

1 9 8 1 5 6 . 4 5 7 . 0 4 7 . 9 6 3 . 7 6 6 . 6 79 .7 6 4 . 0 54 .8 

Sour c e : P a k i s t a n /_ 4 J . 

7. Pass p e r c e n t a g e s c o u l d a l s o r e f l e c t numerous o t h e r phenomenon 
such as p o l i c y changes o r a s y s t e m a t i c change In g r a d i n g 
s t a n d a r d s o v e r t i m e . 



I n t e r e s t i n g l y , g i r l s ' performance in the ma t r i cu l a t i on 

examination has been much b e t t e r than boys in a l l the prov inces 

f o r almost a l l the y ea rs . Although no c l e a r time itrends enierged, 

does 

g i r l s ' performance/preseni an encouraging p i c t u r e . Perhaps on ly 

the more mot ivated and b r i g h t e r g i r l s stay in school beyond the 

primary l e v e l - g i ven the soc ia l and cu l tura l c ons t r a in t on 

female educat ion e a r l i e r r e f e r r e d to-and hence th e i r average 

performance is b e t t e r than boys. In a d d i t i o n , g i r l s could be 

more ser ious about the i r s tud ies f o r f e a r o f being pu l l ed out 

from schools i f they don ' t perform w e l l . Boys have more 

oppo r tun i t i e s and fewer soc i a l r e s t r a i n t s i;n indulg ing in non-

academic pursu i t s , and perhaps they may f e e l more con f i d en t about 

being sent to schoql desp i t e t h e i r poor performance. . • .•••; •• • • ! 'I i 

So f a r , we have presented the pass percentages by p r o v ince s . 

The same in format ion is presented again d i sagg rega ted by boards 

In tab l e IX. This tab l e shows that there were cons ide rab l e 

f l u c t u a t i o n s in pass percentages over time w i th in and across boards . 

This need not be worry ing i f the f l u c t u a t i o n s were around a s i m i l e r 

mean. However, ranking the pass percentages across boards f o r a l l 

the years show some l i k e Hyderabad, Karachi and Islamabad c o n s i s t e n t l y 

had' a higher pais percentage whereas o thers l i k e Multan and 

Bahawalpur had a c o n s i s t e n t l y lower pass percentage . 

I t is not c l e a r what th i s Is sugges t i ng . I t could be that 

the sub-educat ional systems some boards ca t e r to are i n f e r i o r and 

have been c o n s i s t e n t l y producing poorer q u a l i t y s tudents . A l t e r -

n a t i v e l y , these boards could have e s t a b l i s h e d a. t r a d i t i o n o f 

8. The year 1985 is an excep t i on and is t h e r e f o r e excluded from these 
comparisons. 
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T a b l e - IX 

PASS PERCENTAGES BY BOARDS 

Pesha- Is lama- Rawa 1 - l a h c r e MuT^ Bahawa1 - S a r - Hydera- Kara- Que 
war bad pindi tan pur godha bad chi t ta 

1978 41.2 66.0 39.8 4 2 . 2 37 .2 3 0 . 3 5 0 . 7 70.8 63.1 44.8 

1979 42.5 71.9 54.1 4 3 . 9 39 .6 3 7 . 9 4 7 . 9 65.0 68.4 50.2 

1980 57.5 72.5 59.3 4 6 . 3 4 4 . 8 52,. 3 5 3 . 8 „ 68 .2 68.8 44.7 

1981 56.5 63.4 57.8 50 .1 4 4 . 6 5 0 . 6 5 4 . 4 70.3 71.3 61.1 

1982 56.9 60.9 58.1 5 4 . 2 4 6 . 7 4 9 . 3 5 4 . 1 70.3 73.2 58.2 

1983 57.4 
. • ip 1 

58.4 56.4 
> * 

5 5 . 0 4 5 . 3 4 7 . 8 5 3 . 9 70.3 75.0 55.2 

1984 41.8 58.5 54.3 5 9 . 4 5 0 . 5 4 6 . 2 
i • 

5 5 . 9 70.3 67.4 61.3 

1985 43.3 62.7 49.7 5 6 . 5 4 9 . 1 36 .8 5 7 . 8 . • . . » 1 57,5 49.9 35.5 

Mean 49.6" 64.3 53 .7 5 1 . 0 4 4 . 7 4 3 . 9 ; • . « . 1 • . 5 3 . 0 ' . 67.8, 67.1 51.4 

Stan-
dard 7 .5 
d e v i a t I o n 

5.1 6 .0 

•• ... 1 

5 . 9 4 . 2 7 . V 2 . 8 4 . 3 7.4 8.6 

Source: Pak is tan / 4 7 . 
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r e q u i r l n g a h i g h s t a n d a r d o f t h e s t u d e n t s . The i s s u e needs t o 

be u r g e n t l y e x p l o r e d . I t i s a b s o l u t l y v i t a l f o r t h e r e to be 

s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n a c r o s s b o a r d s as l ong a.id t h e r e a r e no r e s t r i c t i o n s 

on l abour m o b H ! t y and s t u d e n t s compete f o r the same p l a c e s 

In h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n o r on the j o b market . . 

I I I . Summary o f F i n d i n g s . 

The main o b j e c t i v e o f t h i s pape r was t o p r e s e n t an o v e r v i e w 

o f the d r o p - o u t and o u t p u t p a t t e r n s in P a k i s t a n o v e r t ime a l o n g 

a l l p o s s i b l e d i s a g g r e g a t i o n s . Our f i n d i n g s showed t h a t DRs w e r e 

g e n e r a l l y h i g h e r in ru ra l than in urban a r e a s and h i g h e r f o r g i r l s 

than f o r b o y s . Compar ing p e r f o r m a n c e a c r o s s p r o v i n c e s , we f ound 

tha t a t the p r i m a r y l e v e l , Pun jab had the l o w e s t DRs f o r boys and 

S ind f o r g i r l s bo th In the urban and ru ra l a r e a s . NWFP and 

B a l u c h i s t a n had c o n s i d e r a b l y h i g h e r DRs, p a r t i c u l a r l y In the r u r a l 

a r e a s . The g r e a t e s t g e n d e r d i f f e r e n t i a l e x i s t e d in the Pun jab and 

the g r e a t e s t r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n t i a l in the NWFP. 

In e x a m i n i n g the DRs by c l a s s e s , we f ound t h a t a t the p r i m a r y 

l e v e l , the h i g h e s t d r o p - o u t o c c u r e d f r om c l a s s I t o c l a s s I I . T h i s 

p a r t l y r e s u l t e d f r om c la l ss I e n r o l l m e n t s b e i n g the sum o f Kach i 

c l a s s and Pakki c l a s s e n r o l l m e n t s . S i n c e s e p e r a t e e n r o l l m e n t s o f 

K a c h i and pakk i w e r e no t a v a i l a b l e , o v e r e s t i m a t i o n o f DRs f r o m 

c l a s s I t o I I was i n e v i t a b l e . 
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At the s e c o n d a r y l e v e l , the da ta showed n e g a t i v e DRs f r o m 

c l a s s V t o c l a s s VI and low DRs f r o m c l a s s V I I I to c l a s s IX In 

the urban a r e a s , a n d r e l a t i v e l y h i g h c o r r e s p o n d i n g DRs In the r u r a l 

a r e a s . T h i s p r o b a b l y r e s u l t s f r o m the m i g r a t i o n o f r u r a l s t u d e n t s 

t o the urban a r e a s a f t e r c o m p e l e t i n g the p r i m a r y o r the m i d d l e 

l e v e l o r a w i t h d r a w a l f r om s c h o o l i n t o the j o b marke t in r u r a l 

a r e a s . 

Computa t i on o f c u m u l a t i v e DRs showed p r i m a r y l e v e l DRs 

e x c e e d e d thdse a t the s e c o n d a r y l e v e l . Even s o , u p t o 97 p e r c e n t 

o f s e c o n d a r y l e v e l r u r a l g i r l s in S ind and 85 p e r c e n t In t h « 

Pun jab d ropped o u t b e f o r e m a t r l c . C l o s e t o a h a l f and a t h i r d o f 

the t o t a l s t u d e n t s d r o p p e d o u t b e f o r e a t t e m p t i n g the f i n a l y e a r 

exams a t the p r i m a r y and s e c o n d a r y l e v e l in urban a r e a s and c l o s e 

t o t w o - t h i r d s and f o u r - f i f t h s d i d s o In the r u r a l a r e a s . Such a h i g h 

r a t i o o f w a s t a g e s h o u l d be o f g r e a t c o n c e r n t o p o l i c y m a k e r s . 

A n a l y s i n g the o u t p u t p a t t e r n s , we f ound t h a t In the P u n j a b 

and S i n d , the p e r c e n t a g e o f g i r l s ou t o f t o t a l m a t r i c u l a t e s I n -

c r e a s e d o v e r the d e c a d e . The d i f f e r e n t i a l In the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 

m a t r i c u l a t e s by g e n d e r was the g r e a t e s t f o r NWFP. A l t h o u g h the 
; i / 

a b s o l u t e number o f m a t r i c u l a t e s i n c r e a s e d o v e r t i m e , t h i s d i d n o t 

k e e p pace w i t h the g r o w t h in the r e l e v a n t p o p u l a t i o n c o h o r t . T o t a l 

m a t r i c u l a t e s as a p e r c e n t a g e o f the ( 1 5 - 1 9 ) p o p u l a t i o n c o h o r t 

d e c r e a s e d In the i n t e r c e n s a l p e r i o d f o r a l l the p r o v i n c e s e x c e p t 

f o r S i n d . In 1981, S ind had the h i g h e s t p e r c e n t a g e s o f m a t r i c u l a t e s 

in the urban a r e a s and P u n j a b d i d so in the r u r a l a r e a s . NWFP had 

the l a r g e s t d i f f e r e n t i a l by g e n d e r and S ind had the l a r g e s t 

d i f f e r e n t i a l by r e g i o n . B a l u c h i s t a n had the l o w e s t p e r c e n t a g e s in 
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a l 1 c a s e s . P e r h a p s , the most d i s c o u r a g i n g f i n d i n g was t h a t about 

one h a l f o f 1 p e r c e n t o f ru ra l g i r l s in S ind and about one 

q u a r t e r o f one p e r c e n t in B a l u c h i s t a n had m a t r i c u l a t e d in the 
s i i g h t l y h i g h e r . 

15-19 age c o h o r t in 1981. The c o r r e s p o n d i n g urban s t a t i s t i c s w e r e o n l y / 

An e n c o u r a g i n g r e s u l t was t h a t o u t o f t o t a l m a t r i c u l a t e s , 

the p e r c e n t a g e o p t i n g f o r s c i e n c e i n c r e a s e d o v e r t ime e x c e p t in 

NWFP. S ind showed the b i g g e s t i n c r e a s e f o r boys and B a l u c h i s t a n 
. J • 1 .. . .. t t f l ' • } . ' < i 

f o r g i r l s . NWFP had s t a r t e d the decade w i t h the h i g h e s t p e r -

c e n t a g e s but ended w i t h the l o w e s t . 

Pass p e r c e n t a g e s o f s t u d e n t s a p p a e a r i n g In ma t r i e d r opped 

In a l l the p r o v i n c e s w i t h the l a r g e s t d rop f o r boys in the P u n j a b . 

S ind had the h i g h e s t pass p e r c e n t a g e s f o r bo th g e n d e r s . G i r l s ' 

p e r f o r m a n c e was f o r a l m o s t a l l y e a r s b e t t e r in a l l p r o v i n c e s than 

t h a t o f boys and improved o v e r t i m e . S u r p r i s i n g l y , g i r l s in 

B a l u c h i s t a n had the h i g h e s t s u c c e s s r a t e w h i l e t h o s e in Pun jab had 

the l o w e s t . 

T h e r e was a l a r g e v a r i a t i o n in pass p e r c e n t a g e s a c r o s s the 

b o a r d s , whereby some l i k e Karach i and Hyderabad had c o n s i s t e n t l y 

h i g h e r pass p e r c e n t a g e s and o t h e r s l i k e Mul tan and Bahawalpur had 

c o n s i s t e n t l y l o w e r pass p e r c e n t a g e s o v e r the y e a r s . T h i s i s s u e 

needs t o be l o o k e d i n t o . ' I f g r a d i n c p o l i c i e s a r e n o t s t a n d a r d i s e d , 

then this means a h a n d i c a p e x i s t s f o r s t u d e n t s m a t r i c u l a t i n g f r o m 

some b o a r d s in c o m p e t i n g f o r the same p l a c e in h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n o r 

the same p o s i t i o n s on the j o b m a r k e t . 
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One f i n a l s u g g e s t i o n we wou ld l i k e t o make I s t o d a t a 

g a t h e r i n g a g e n c i e s . As an a i d t o f u t u r e r e s e a r c h e r s , we 

s u g g e s t t h a t Kacchl and Pakki be t r e a t e d as s e p e r a t e c l a s s e s 

f o r da ta c o l l e c t i o n . A l s o , o u t p u t da ta s h o u l d be p r e s e n t e d 

by r e g i o n b e c a u s e the P o p u l a t i o n Census R e p o r t s I n d i c a t e t h a t 

a l a r g e r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n t i a l e x i s t s . Thus S ind shows up as 

t h e f o r e r u n n e r In the a g g r e g a t e da t a but the poo r showing in 

r e g i o n a l a r e a s I s e v i d e n t f r om T a b l e V I . 
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