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G.N. Rao 

INTWODflCTION 

Ihe Co&d disfricta if southen .. kdhra now present .n  picturn of 

re lat i= edvaacemerrt and prosperity i n  agFidtu le .  This advanmaent in 

terns of agrarian expansion, productivity, produotion end diversified 

cropping p'iittern owe not a l i t t l e  t o  thG23Xrtwical factors,. of which 

provision of irrigntion under the GodavPsi and Kx5shna anicute (irrtgation 

dame) fran the mid-l5th centuxy played a decisive role. Jn &ten@ is 

made i n  this  paper t o  trace the agricultuml &h of the Godavari 

distrlot in the posti tmiat and pre-r&l~w period and ?o c m e d  on the 

p s l t i d  mdlsat ion of the Q;1.Owthhpdtarrtida ard link if up with the. 

constraints inv01m.d i n  a historical setting. 

Tbe specific 'objective of the enquiry are:. 

f '  out the impact of irzdgction on agricultural grawth 

the district .as judgad by trends in: 

to ta l  area under cultivation 

area under wet 

cropping pattern and 

* This is based on m y  Fh.D thesis, nChanging Condition8 rur]. w h  of 
amcul tura l  &on- in fhe Kriehn~ and Godavari districte: I R&i8W, subib 
ted t o  the Andhra Univoraity, Weltair i n  1973, My grateful thanks t o  Frofoss~r 
G. Parthaamthy  fo;' h is  advice, guidance and criticism. Commerrta by hmna- 
b a r ,  lmalendu Ouha and S.C. k p t e  helped me t o  reflect more and strenflhen 
the arguments. Help and encaurqpment frm Dr .  P. G.K. Panikar and D r .  A. VdZ- 
yanathan enabled me t o  spend some time recently i n  the T a m i l  Nadu lchims. f 
owe them e debt of gratitude. My sincere thanks t o  N. Chandrcuaohm for  his 
thaugMfW. advice and incisive canrments, t o  Nata hvmuy whc is  evorgenerous 
with her intimate knowledge of the hrchiml sournee d t o  Suncbri f o r  a 
timely help, 



rlistrict.. , . ,. . The dikh3c-t was &med in 185~r60, It consisted, of 14 t&&8 

60, ?e+'~zrlqiaran, ~aj&mndzy, Rsmaohandnpmm, Ibaalaplrsm, N a r a s d p L m ,  

% i n i i ] . ~ ~ : * e ~  P d m ,  XLlrrm, .Yemag&m, . ~ ~ l a v r k m ,  Chodavraram, -8hadrechalam, . . 
r-d Cos.man (~e&&i ) ,  The ?~strtfct. ha6 five classes of so i l  v i s  ~CKuvial, . . .  . 

, ;..a!9tie&lg I r ~ m w . ,  blrcic rognr, wt? formgindii and Fnaceaus. The 
. . 

..-.- .-L.T- r J,. . c!~rac%br of the .%hdct acccunts for the oxtent of alluvial . . 

. .. 

f.h-mn~;.h. vM3h %e Y e l ~ n ;  flcws. The ~e!! f~mtl@.~~18 8dl 58 the ~r.& 

h d.2. tho te3uks mcpf, An~Jp,pwm and Chc*!nv~rt.m. The tduke th& catain . . 



L- net work of irrigation channels w a a  built in the three delta 8&tfona 

&. the Eastern, the Ceatrnl Western socticma. The treneitirn in 

the mibsistenca egriaulture of the c?iatrict ie sought t o  be traced fzwt 

1P60 onwards. But before we do so a word of e-tion about. the PIX+ 

ejnicut period. 



The pre-enicut s@cultural  conditions of the G o d a d  !~aj-) 

fistrid we= chamcterised by stapetion sxl  decay, Northern C i b c a m  in 

m r a l  end tbe Rajahamdry district in particular wifneseed falllnQ. revexme 

m 2  miserabie e c o n d c  ccnclitimu of the inhabitants. B d  seasons, e&ari- 

prices, 3ecqy cf henllcom induetry, d.erastatinrl: f d s e s ,  declines in  

poplction, kc? utter neglect of irrlgntion and tranqort were f he major  

I/ fcahurs of tho- perid. 

1845. In hi; first myrt C u t t r n  studied the faasibility of comtxuethg 

gefiel#l sttztemrkt of the estimated cast of the e y h  of channela ani? 

otiher work8 for the distribution'of w o t e r .  ' The eren which wps t o  be 

irrigated by moans of the p&d anicut consisfed; with the excefiim of 

CCLUI&II i~nd fit for nlnmt q cultivntim, if mu 8uPpiiad with wator. 

It waa estimated t o  contdn about 13 lekhs, ~cree ,  out cf wMch dectuctinc 

m e  kourth for sundy trccts new the see, sites of W l l q e s  anr' channels 

1/ Far d e ~ s  seo d . ~ .  RRo.wStag~nticn an+. -**y cf wcultum.~ .  
of Coaatal Andhram, Artha-, %ptclilbel9 1 3 ,  



m* 

La for 

Cotton. 

.fertile so52 nut less than c0,20,000 adms '&thin the d i & r l d  of-.mj& 

mundqr and nercrly ae much in ~aaCLi~atiim-'to which the w&er .be 

n ~ i e a 2 . .  ~e hoped tkt m r  the cons~nioti& of the ,q&xt,' tbs 1 4  

*If it' be mke6 haw this great sum 'is t o  be obtained, the . , 

ansrer is by .- ocmmrtim the *water of the ~ o d a ~  

W rn-2, instead of letting it into the sea. A t .  

tMd m w m n t  r&er i s  pRiA fur by the Agtw mt.8 at a b d  





1852 onwaritsen adequate transpart syetem was acBIbpicuous by its absence. 

Study. In &her wmis, the i m p &  of irrigation - e ns,icr stirmrrlus . . t o  f b 

wMch WAS less sensitive t o  the aspirafiam of ?he peasRntrg. 

sames'  c f  fnformation f o r  this i t e m  ere tho annual bpcrte un t he 



Table lel t v t  1 4  Under 0lrlfivat;icn: 
District 

. - -  

Y e a r  b h m  Nrtmbe* hms Numbers 
Imae 1859-61-100 185%1m100 1859-61-100 

(1 (2) (3) '(4) ( 5 )  (6)  (7) (8 )  



. .... - . . . 
lhte t b n  ama d e r  wet or pad& cultivatiuP. H o m m ~ ,  despite c 

. '  . 
tmml of inemade, .P1uehations!in wet a m a  are nctioedble. As a . . 

- -C---... -- CI----C. -- -- - 
* C r q 6  grown aa, LIT@&& I d s  othcr thm paddy, Ukts t%r w.:tr.b, r?~fJt..n, 

etc* f o W  &y ap3 W.#pj2k$& '- pmportim or %ko t.da.7. : ;.t. -mr: ir 
the G o d a d  distl.l& Hence for dl pmct5cal. plrpvt?.:~ ' w*.' - m x  i-7 
be tecen a8 ane gmdng pad*. 



lands irdgahxl by Krlshna Chmmls and amrues other then irrleafion 

a&n the Admhistratioa Reports prcvidcd dr:ta only .cm &vermkrrt Psc! 

I 1 ,  - Ham the Dmindari *reg under lrri~ation hrd t o .  be 

rtt  1.0 : 0.W. ' A s d n g  t h d  this mtio hdbs mod fw the p r i d  

3878-1883 as well, the Ztmindari aneaa war iri?&tim hme *on 

estimated, Thus table 1.3 fb.l?nishee'drtta 'on ~mernm&t  nil Inam 

lands irrigated as gikn'ia the. ildministmtim Rep,r~rbs pn? esti7intc;s 

of ZamimIeM 'ahae ir~gateil betweer Inn\ 4 I*?; Sotzwer? 14F: arrl 







cbioh 3ata are c * ~ S a b l e  one flmls cr &dy c?euline in th, totd. m a  

. . .  . 

':i It. CI~.~WU., g;cted-w.~,~. &P. CCU-P a C ~ - l ~ n s r l i n ' h i . s ~ t t . , ~ r !  
$9-H,  sto&te ,,*. S e c w m y  t p  t.b no&, of. Revet-*, {!nted 6th ,fheo.~mb~rr, j!Yd 
No.33'7 Pp 122-134. . . 

/ qwtd jnbl..sc&&!s Remrt datad 12th %mh lPT7 Nc.65 



prttahs' &remted to' the rgota in this :.'district, on the 

underetanillng th& it w i l l  not be m d d  for a lkmg tom 

of y-. 'I%e ibliaatibnbf &rhnexTb t o  e p  hTk?rb i* .  ' 

wcrb in w r  in rpfuxn fbr the himr sssesssnt charm .c-. 

imposed w a s  fUl.ly disouesed at  the time, d no crre whcse 

or d6creme of the mvenue, can dcubt tM they are 

*Such a wss does nof seem applicable tr: the h l t e  taleoks, . 
. . 

w h e r e  irdgaficm worka b v e  alreaily,been constructed and 

where lands meivinp: the benefit of irrigaticn pay a 
I 

a higher w a t e r  Jraste do- so with saue qualifications. For instmco -3. 'r'r.r.sprt 

4/ ~ e m o r m b  by J.W. &add; Bt, lb@.neer, Coda~org cm the subject 
of Circular No.2, dated 5th Malidh 1869. 

. ----. _ 



But this is not ,the'gunplete _. storg. . . . klcs  cf .relinquiahm& cf w6t I d s  



"1 &tribute the. fe l l ing cff ( in  the irrieetettj ?re=) to  the 

ccnstxuction, cf sick ch~zmels an< t o  the whalesnle deetmct.fcn 

of palmyrah sluicss b e o r n  prcpor eluices wow mpplie4 i n  

their plece. I m molie confime.1 in this cl~inicm by the 

'fci& thnt it i s  i n  thB Zmtdrn ~hte, and nr;t i n  the Centr4. 

3 d t a  that there has; been mnrked fdl ine cf!'. it is cnly i n  

It i s  in thie t duk  alone that ,I ktve receive? complEirrts of, 

have seen for myself rep?nterl inatnncus ~f the mtuees 

destruction of the ~1~1. p&nyr:h m Z  pot ~Iuicea, while 

inadequate pzwvisicn hEs been m d o  for repkcin6 them". 
w 

of wet cultivation, the fo l lming statemest demcnetr~td this 

fact. 



Year 
,Rice per bag 
(1 b ~ 7 5 b ' !  

Yearr, f o r  which data opll 
to%& =gated lard in 
the d ia t f i c t  a m  flurd- 

, shed in; table 1.3 



a p e r  &om to tbe destmctive fan- cf 1876-7C which hail Prffectar! 

even n alight decUne in the t o t a l  area irriqaterl rturing tho perf& 

Ekca m late supply cf water 

water in time tq the  cultivatcns had rliecau'ap3d the 8?md cf wet 

Campbell qucted ivy U.S. Foster, gc-cit,, 6th ')ocoqhr 1877 N0.337 
2p 12%134. 

16/ d w J  in ~ e l 0 d . l ~  s %port u., 



. - 
e w b  part c~ the oAC;lJ.tuml p a r  .ml c o u ~  be c~l+ , ivr . t .~ .  when *,he 1~~~~ . . 



Section I1 

fRGI'PIArG PATTERN F ?  FOOD SUiiFLTSSES 

Particulars of cmpping pattern are aveilable d y  f o r  the 

povernnlent m:' Inam 1m8s f c r  a short pericd of thirtecn part3 emling 

I f i S ~ 3 1 .  Infoxmaticn on the eaminciary are- is missinc. he such thie 

*artid. picture hcs t o  be used t o  draw erne inf'emnces. Table 2.1 ' L 

firniahcs date on t o t a l  area unfer cultivatitn, areas iindclr focd grdns  

anc! ncn fccc? m a h a  for  the povernment gnr\ Inam m a e  of t h o  Gcdevnrl 

d i u t r i C t .  

Aa Table 2.1 show8 t o t d  area under cultivet.icn s?~:.wc~ e m  

fluctuations all twph the period, althouch n r ise  i s  c?iiscernihlc 

frcm the l e t e  eichties. However afea d e r  ~cc4-nPl ins  shc.w~d mr'rke.! . . 

decline betwen lM0 RlKl 1 PF7. While area um!er plsrs ,  d.thcu,:h 

fo-g a small proportion in the t c t a l  f c d . .  pdn arcs, shcve? a 

cmsistentt increase, it was the m a  &.or cemels which narko3.a fFlll 

lia table 2.2 ehows Rice-arer? ches occupy an incrc~sjnf& inF& 

place i n  the t o t d  area un?er cereals. But a stfikiry. feature tha t  rn 

notices i a  r fall id th& extent of rlce-nrcc i n  %he eichties. To it r 

pointer tc! E! shift in the ovor n l l  cropping pattern? 

Tablee 2.3 an? 2.4 help us t o  locate the apecific reasm f r  r 

s t a p e t i a n  and oven f a l l  i n  the area under cereals. T ~ G  rc:mnn is cbvi r l~s .  

l e a  d e r  r ice which fczmo? a l i t t l e  w e r  5$ cf t he  tcrtnl orltivttefi 

area i n  the l a t e  seventi& shcwed a mark& f ~ l l  all thrmugh the  



priar'.. This f ~ l l  is quite sipificd in tho early &@ties, 

8lcwl.y tunrinq twp~3s cash c q s ?  We w i l l  take up tho la& queetion 

first and pcstpono an #tfempt at anawerine the other qcestions to  n later 

. . 
increase in r. short span of thirteen pars Prrm l,66,0W in 1 8 7 P h  to 

11 U t t l o  . . over 2,6@,263 w k s  by 1%&91, f!! intereSfing fea* of 

table 2,s i s  tht a c n e :  the nan-fod crc?ps or cheh c q e  in the 3iatrfct 

incm~ee. This rniaea a question ale tc ww c o t h  anb mgcr cam cmZd 

under tha Cohvarl &cut eystcrm. However, Col. Cettan's ford hope of 
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t.he 17th century. As table 2.5 shows mqpr o m  cacufla? e. very a ind-  

fioant. p v r t i m  of lend m?er culfiv~tion. A hi@ r -st r f culfimtj.cn 

Table 2.6: Ccet of Oulfivatictn c.f Su&r Cane mr aoxw 

Item 
(2) 



Thug rv2cJ.l  we fin+ t k s  Cr.1--v-ri iet.rict --rim- i n  f v  'ice- 

Spcialiastion. k d  ns strltec! enrlier the pace cf tMo srecirilis~t.im 

i n  terns of acmep ,:& slowwl d c u n  fcr the mvwne c i t d  nh&c. RCG 

wns the 8taple fccd of the rum1 e l i t e  of the dis t r ic t  i n  the yre-nnic~rl: 

p r i ~ ? ,  But as illcrgetim faci l i t ies  were extew?ed an' mcem R+ rim 

len3 cme un'er rdey, there was a seep for  a c b n p  in the c m m t t i m  

&bits c.f even the nc.n-elite sections cf the mrril rtrens. Tncm~sc! i n  

the l c c ~ l  d c m d  fee rice must h v e  @ven en R A ~ ?  stimulus fc:r the 

sxtemirn cf pwlr!y cultivetim i n  the early rhase. R u t  there is  n lidt 

tenantry.were rack rmnte:q the ccdi t ians  cf the c ~ s u a l  n m i c v l t u r ~ l  Inkcur- 

i m i m t i m  cX q-riculttiral lrihcumrs frcm the ncrthern distr ic ts  of 

wnms hut even the mcmey waqes ha4 feuen. Hence their  c1men3 fcr fpta- 

rmhs caul.1 n c t  ~xtenr! urtc rice but nrly cmmfind i t se l f  t r  Chnlum, 



r o d  f~silitiea? If such a' demand w~ts nct met till the car17 rirS5es 

to e3timttte "fed E ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ S P S * ,  Eeme me .has' t.c f d l  hack upon m y  

piece of infomt:.titirn thct me DIYL d u n  (lit frm t . 5 ~  off'ichl 

care may he t%en tc cvdue.Iz mch evirience. 

clunrrtity of food consun& by males, femclles d children below 12 pcm.  



District Y ~ l e  Female 
artult Boy adult Girl 
(1b8) (lbs) (lbe) (lbs) 

the . 
Dr. Cornish, a Srmitary Commissioner f " u ~ ~ & h e d L f ~ n c w i ~  e8tinates . cf . 

the awmp constunptian of nn adult, the following quantities 

w i l l  be raquimd fcr the da i ly  '9iietenance of a po@ation of 

1 0  persons" 16/ 

66 ~ M t a  (above 1C years) *:3. @O 
- .  

17 'Children (from 5 t o  10 years) 12.75 

17 infants (from 0 t o  5 years) 6.37 
-. 

%tal 11R.12 
rf- 

Idlowing a m q d n  on t h i s  calcirl~tion, Dr. 'Cornish kckonec? that e~ch 100 

of the poplati& mquirecl 'horn 120 to 125 Ihe of mins per d q .  

Dr. Ccrnish qualified his statement thus : 



Fcr the  purpose of ce l cu l~ t ion  of the t o t a l  cori8imipt5on of p a i n  i n  
, 

c.ach dis t r ic t ,  the B o ~ r d  of Revenue ed+W G r .  Coxdeh'i . . est imtoe,  

su-rported ne. it wr.k by the majority of the  District Ccllactcrs of thc 

Fadrcs Fresiclency. Thus, calculcted a t  the r ~ t e  of 13 lbe y r  ind iv i~ua l ,  

atc. Reckoning a t  t M s  ra te  the Godavari 3is t r i c t  required an annuel 

qunrrtUm o f  'l3;0D0 tons of -seeds. . fdding th&se quantities' for  t kie 

estimntes of focd qmim required for  consunption Rnrt deducting their suns 

f ' rcm the edimater! moss o u t p t s  of the 2istrict t h e  B o d  ~ r r l V ~ c !  r.t th:. 

Table 2.P: ';Food Surp1u3oe1; i n  the Gcdaveri dis t r i c t .  175-7': 

-* . 

Sl a I t e m  Quantities 
Xo. ( X I  tons 

1. Eatimnted gross out@ of foodgdna 6,01 ,W 

2. Qumtity or' foodmim remirod f o r  consum~tion 
and seeds 3,37,o(x! 

L Fowl surpluses R S  percontnge of ,~YXMI output 4323  

PBR l%h Decemhor 1 rz7P 'w., 



S e c d J s ,  p m 2 ~ t i v i t y  p r  scm ' is' .& imprtrult v~1.iablo. in h i l e i n ~  up 

tkeae eatbntos.  Tho Bo& of h n u e  .bl krrivw~ at  an averago rim= 
of 5.59 b ~ p  (1 bnp - 75 '1.8) or 6.412~5 tam per rcm.  hey ~ t r r i o e ~  

this fi@m on tho )?asis cf tho o ~ e r i m e n t s  cini?v.ctd 'ng; t h  ~ r r m m n f ,  

fram time t o  t i = .  Theso ~ ~ & s  so c.dlc?c: m-pnr  to h ~ c c  3cen cc#.wtst! 

is.-. pxx! years PIK: possibly CQ p:lccT scile. For inst~nce the F r  wre 

produdi-ticrs of 11.75 b?+.gs oi' p A  iy iu.. i s . 6 9  burre c?f ?ry ~~ wh.icfi 

tho- experimants .yielc?&. ~mrs to hc on hipher ai..!e snd a t  renythm c w  ! u 

.?cuhts. Thirrl..ly, men cm thc ccneuartim aide t k . ~  W?.8 3om scarp f r3' $5: 



The the B o d  &I slightly over estim~tes the food surpluses i n  sc. 

f'i-r ns they unilemstimate? the 1P75/?6 popuhtion. Hence the quanti- 

tntive r~me&ions tbt the Boer4 of Revenue gmm for the food -1u~es 

~ P V Q  t o  be taken with some reservc?tims. ~cucver, the. fact cannot 3e . . 

the accuracy of the f i ~ r e s  ht m e  cannot possibly dispute the f m t  

sheer ~hysical  expension sf the nrea if nut with a clrtynatic incxkse i n  . . . .  8 . 

of twc Fecndes. That the ..acpmaion ccul:! heve bean faster anfi the . *. . . .. . . . . .  .'. . . .  , 

oipificanco of the phenaplencn of lmrplust i tae l f .  



3 (a) TAX BmB? 

Iat ua analyse the reasons for the slower pace of rrgricultql expansion 

in terns of the buiit-in-ditdncentive~ that v e hypotbsised in ein earlier s e c t i o ~  

. A8 a star t ing  point tax; burden on the cultivators m y  bg. taksn' iri> as a conti- _. - 

On the . .. ,.em-.& %fie Sur~erg crrd -. Setflementi, . . in the district,, .expe&ts 

v a ~ ~  of the *&me in thc ~ ~ t : m a d e  .a1 w e t  and d r y  
crops in the villages of Paina* and A~~IHuP was dabnnin&.by osq& 

'mtes upoar .the spot ... The cmp on the  gmmd was not, p:u'dfisod 
f o r  government. It'was reaped d thhshed fit tha codt of culti- 
vator under the superintendence of Government of f izera ,  by whom 
tho gxain has afterwords barn measured and v d u d  ,.at t h r i  'same mte 
as similar grain fetched in the vi l laqa.  '!be *&see for  =ping 
& threshing, were paid wder govelmment, supezintendence, the . 
other expasee were ascerkbia f.mm th5 cultivator. ~ h o J o & *  
(Qlolun) crop in t h i s  distr ict  'suff $red severely *fir& tho la& 
Fktil i  1272 (1862) from the-failure .of.. rain: 'and this will account 
for  the loas sustained .. i q 3 , h e ~ . ' c n ~ ~ a . ~ '  , IS/ 



Cultivatio Table  3.1 : n -eases m the Godavari district 
f o r  a 'Coutt~fl .of land (11 acres). 1862 

DetaFZs o f  cost No . 

1. ?wring tho f iold 

2. V& of seed 

3. blatching 
4. Threshing 
5, WP and stacking the. produce o h .  

T o t a l  coot per 11 acres 18.75 63-00 

Cost per acre . 1.70. 5.73 

Type of land 
-u&vity per 
acre in  bags 

Bost lard 

Inferior land 



The Board of Revenue tx5ed to arrive at an estimate of the o-ry 

average yfe ld  ,per acre .of tho cliff era* k5nds of crop.  TcKLa 3.3 fur- 

nierhes 8ud1 infoX%ation fax the &strict. 

One crop vnirfiga-' Cholm 
irx5gaJjed ted 

ceulllot be niled out. &en if these dab are %&en at th&r face value, one 



Tho p s i t i o n  of the, eDmindari cultivators was s t i l l  worse. I\gricliltmi 

t=x wr R C ~ O  was Ti.  10 and above the msdndari areas. 

l'he poverty s t r ikm zadnAnri ryot, never looked beyond the pmaerrt 

. .. . 
l iving as *~ali'& 'his rint, dut of Ids p d ~ ~ 8 .  The zandndacs had ski3lfa 

exploited this w e a k  barrgaining power of the cultivators; 
. . - 

.b the Indian EBerine Commission put it i n  a wider conteat : 

W preaent the vrnjndarl t-ts have h w  any security of 
tesaule. 'The rents are  high, they are forbidden .from d i n g  
impm~ements on their land without the permission of the &- 
dam, money i s  wrung out of them t o  the laat penny anc' they are 
annoyed in every possible way and their existence hao becone 
tolerable only by their abi3ity to cheat the amindam in their  
turn by concealment of cultivation and bribing the subo*:t~s 
entrueted w i t h  the adndnistra tion. 

Tenants a t  will who fonned a large aad' increasing class of the 

agricultulal community were kept i n  a state of abject surrender by the 

'Prhey (the +,earante) were k t i n  a situation of absolute 
depadence on tho &udlo~~I?.z;nmindar), which takes away the 
desire to impmve the.land or to  raise their own position o r  
t o  lay by anything fmm the.pmfits of ag15culture.~ 

That the total tax burden waG heam on tho people was adxitted, 

even by tihe ikmume offic-s, . . b t  the Collector of Mshna distr ic t  



"!There has beei SCI mch new taxation of late,  ant! ?hz increa- 
sinq brmien r'zlls so heavily on the people ti-..=:% there ic n 
griu;r(jus feelire of discmtmL, and ilissatisfnction. The 
present rate of income tax (h:d .a) is f e l t  as  & crushing 
-ourclc_.r on *e pwrer classes. Tha DistrScf %ad Cess is not 
yet q8preciafod. becr.we the benefits it c~nfers  are not pros- 
gecti-re, rtnd nu& nioney will have to bo laid before mre than 
c feu lines in cash distr ict  ccui be udarkken. The ?rice of 
aalt ,bas beer, considernbly l a i s e d  and so has the tax on 5.- 
wood. ?.funici@ taxation moeta w j t h  much opposition and the 
prospect of l o a d  fund taxes looad,ng 51 the f x t m  i s  a very 
h r J :  c l o d  in the horizm. " 21/ 

The burden of aericdturril tnx shoUd be Fliwed i~ this bmader perspective. 

f,.; ct, even conceded by S. Srinivaaa Ihrqhara I,yexar, the off'icial bio- 

grapher vho took p i n s  to  esWiLish the thesis that th&e was significant 

economic pmgress in the Madras Preside~lcy &wing the period .185&18CF. 

3 1  a wider con", Mr, Iyengar had to  admit:' 

OR'g i n c ~ ~ c e  of k r e o  l a d e d  in 1852-53 wrs re. 1-1 5-3, 
in 1872-73 b.2-11-0 and in  1889-9Q Ti. 2-/+.-3 per hocd or 

other wonb, the rate of imidenco k d  'increasec? s h c a  
1852 by 51 percent whi le  +Vhe purchasirq wwer of mney h.::? 
f a l l e n  by 60 porcat.  22/ ' 

Such a system. of tcueation coulcl not but act QS a smre dotarrent for 

the ngllicfltwnl eqamiati. 

3 (b) TRANS.rDi?C 

It is. sham in the earlier sections tb t tho 

progreee was not steady and tho spread of w e t  cull;iva%ion was slodcd 

chm by excesdvo burden of taxation, Ir. oddition to this the o%er 

21/ Jm&C. 8 fetter to the Acting Secretary t o  *-e oi.' -L-c- 
nue dated 7th October 1870, PBR, -182G, -%-&ti& ~ ~ - 1 ~ 7 5 4 9 -  



district .  

Tablo 3.5 : Made h~e r i t l l  h d s  



Tabld 3.6: No. of Carte in tlw Godavari district 

Source : Etoxwrts on the  idninistration of 
Madms Presidencv, Various Jssueg. 

.As table 3 .6 shows till aa late as 1884-85' the nmber of carts that 

p l i e d  in the S s t r i c t  had actually declined when compared to t h e  poktim 

obtained in the year 7877-78. The sudden and steep fall in 1878-79 

night ppDWy be attributed tc the devastating- famine of 1876-78. But 

. f r o m  1879-80 t o  1886-87 .Wm nuuiber of carts had either fallen i n  some 

years or remained stagmint in others. As  we n o t i c d  in earlier sections 

paddy-area in pax'ticular rermaind eithsr stagrent or had, fallen in some 

years f o r  the reasons discussed earlier. 

The czind.9 of Godavari deltas were prinnrily meant f o r  irri@t.ion. 

As such the needs of &gation were given o& secondav inqso*ce. 



%he requimme?l.l;s' o f  irrigation often clashed w i t h .  tha t  of xmdgation, 2 3  

Firstly, Ecr irrigo.tion large quantiti.os cf w a t e r  and consequently of 

silt  have to be t a k a 3  in to  a czmal, and . t l~?rafore tho slov of the 

surffce m a t  be con6idemble, wherons f o r  navigction the s d a c e  ,< the 

the canal 3hold be ke2t low so Cat large quanti+bes of surplus water 

ixi the nc<edc of n a v i ~ t i o n .  Testiffine t o  tihis cla& between imig!&icn 
.. - 

:xd .mvigatbn, Nr. CbLch, the Superintendhg Ehgireer I Circle obscrred: 

21 the  Godairari d i s t r i c t  there were three main cxna3.~ whicg were nwiga'i-7;. . . 

They were located in the three daltas, the  Centnl, the katonl ard tile . . 

delta was' 114 ft. w i d e  and' the botton! with a depth of 7 ft .  of' m5er. 

The Western delta varied considerably in width b& when the wabr wac 

Godamfi d i s t r i c t .  

ZJ/' C.T. Wch,  Me~nomndun on Cands f o r  the Sombined purpose ai' irri- 
gation and navigation, pBR. 27th J m ,  1886, pp. 1-6. 



%stern 

Central 
G l n a k m r n  

We lack a ,continuous ser ies  of d i t a  on the leng-th of .mvi;rable 
I'ivom m canals: 

Table 3.8: Na-e in lrdleaae 

Them was o d y  a narginal increase in the length of navigable canals 

in the  Godavari dis tr ic t .  

Another piece of evidence to show tikt transport systan of the 

district had not developd in any perceptible neasw'e during the p riod 

under s t d y  is the nuuber of cargo boats. 



Table 3.5 : Number of boats i n  the Godavnri d i s t r i c t  

. . .  
Years Numb r of 

boats 

Source: Administration Bmrts of the k d r a s  Presidmcy. 

The fall in the nurnber of boats. in the d i s t f i c t  in n matter of a 

. . 
area i n  the l a t e  seventies and early ei&ties must have $a sane e-dent; 

affected the quaqtums of marketable surplus of agric-&turd produce - 
mainly paddy. In the absence of an alternative type of t?iangport, 

this f a l l  w i l l  indicate a slump i n  prbduction o r  a slump in trade o r  both. 
I .  

We have argued earlier that ewen by mid-seventies the Codamri distr ic t  

f a  in'the Mce-area . th is  quantum of noa&etable su.zp11.1~ must have to  

some &ent gone down. This . . fall . in ...- rice-area, for  a fey ,yam, -ip the 

eighties alone cannot account f o r  the f a l l  in the number af boats - %he 

most popular transportdevice. Perhaps, slump in grain trade. consequent 

on fall  in the local demand must have acbd a s  a . cawtive factor. We 

w i l l  rwert: t o  thiEI argument a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  



L A .  Ikppl, Collector of the CodavaTi d is t r ic t  fu l ly  agreed with the 

ChrunLer1 s TAW an? endorsed their plea f o r  the construction of rciW~y 

line between Ijesku33~ snd Coconada. Hagpel obsorveci : 

'?I agree with the Chanber k t  tke  groper termirius f o r  the lines 
of' mamy mwitioned is Cocanada. Nzal ,s&l  the emor% tmde 
wMcL .me3es t l~mwh Bezuadil.. whether f mn G u n t l r  o r  f mm Eytlera- 
h.2 terri tory.  canes to Cocanada f o r  d-iipl;lent. 'rJhon.1 was 
e c t o r  of Yfisk.na. Locd fid cont,ractors refused to underkke 

con-.rev' hesvr; w t e r i a l  along the canals af tor the niddle of 
Janwrv..beca,used v bden boats  were liable t.o be brourrht t o  
B s tmid~ t i . 11  bv accunu&tion af s i l t  in cer ta in  D E L ~ ~ ; S  of th3 candL, 
There i s  not sufficim$ water  in the X r i ~ b n a  to k c e ~  t h e  c ~ n n l s  O D P ~  

'far a e c t i v e  revi,?atipn after t h e  ' b e ~ i n n i w  of March men if thc, 

-.. .. . 
k Z % U p 4 : ~ '  a0 ,tho .?lash. of interes€o*between i r r igat ion and navigation 

mu 11~4-s be- nrices at  ~irod-z and consmbw centres. 

We have &-ialysed in ear l ier  pages the phenomenon of the tdbdav:,ri 

d i s t r i c t  Z>eco:ning a grair- surplus area .in the post-mric-& period. We 

have a l s o  hinted t h t  . t he . l ocd  . demand . for ,  r ice  could net keep on increa- 
.. . , .  . .  . . .  . .  

sing in the long run g i v e  We fact t h a t  . .. . purchasing po%?er of thhd"t0ili;y . . 
. . - . .-.. ."' . . . .  

Mssed.wrzs not.. incre&ng.in the pefid. A s  there was a limit t.a the 
. . . . .  . .  . . 

loca l  d ~nvld f o r  rice, .the p d d y  gmwers . . w i t h  surpluses h d  to tc:? the 
, . .. . ... . .  . . . . . 

mfiew outside the dis t r i c t .  Apart fmn the N i m l  a Native '&t,o u k c . .  



By mid-eightiss problemo of navigation c r a t e d  oba~sles in the 
1 

smooth flow of godis f o r  trade. Closures of cannls for suk t h o  in 

the yar  beams a big headache f o r  the tradem. The Government furnish~d 

a statmwt of intended dates of,closurcl of canals to the Chamber of 

Commerce, Cocanada in 1887, and aaked fok  anjr remarks the Chamber f ight  

have t o  make. Protesting against the c l o s m  cf canals, J . M . . B I ~ x ,  

&-, C o d  Qlamber of Commerce observed : 

"Phe closum referred to mean that a t  least from 1 st April  
a 1  t h e  end .of &k:+c~tmnunication behoen Kllore and Cocmzda 
as far ss tran uce is concemod, i s  virtually 
closed, w U e  the canal .between Bezwada arid m o r e  
till middle of June, Cocmada is  f o r  at l e aa t  four months of 

ce . an a r t d  of. such larm n x  - 
e 1s 11- doubt be verv consi6.ctxab~ 

b~craaged were.& a t  for the  want of am ge r meruls cf -comu- 
.Eh tb jnterior. ( i t a l i cs  added). 

The merchants had t o  face this amwl stoppage or" mvigational 

facilities a t  a time when large quantities of produce (minly loodglaiz~s ) 

o q h t  t o  be coming forward as unavoidable. These pmlonged interz'uptions 

had a hi&ly h u m  df  ect on the trade of the Cocanada port.. 

Chwber re&sted t h e  ~ v & m t  to  consider the advisability am? bm- 

c t i c a b f i i t ~  of connectbz C o c a ~ d a  by railws?r with Bozwada, whwn the 

uxv-fiis& State Railway and the British section of the Nizamt s 

teed State EiaQway C o m m g  c o r n e a .  

lk the year 1885, the 'rlestern Delta herd sluice was all~d t o  

silt up, and the c a n a l ~ d -  t o  be closed todear it out. A brnnch in 

the Ellore  canal. had also stopped t r a f f i c  f o r  three weeks. Naturally 

these clooures of canals had interfered with the shipment ~f comdit ios . .  

Jon. agce ,  Pi3R. 27th June. 1888, pp.116. 



CuMqah and K m o o l  districts of the Presidency. !& do not have ?rice- 

data of the &zaml s Nztive State. But perbps a comparison of n0v-t 

of Mce price rrcxmse t i m e  f o r  the Godavarf. district with thoso of +hc 

Table 3.10 shows Index bberr:  of p i c e  of Rice, secord sort for 
.. , 

the f@r districts of GodsvarL, Ws?Lshna (e-rtiap c&t= ) and hdapIjal^~ 

price of Rice for  the years 1888-89 . . - 1$9>9l in i n m r i  is Men as rl 

are computed taking the Gadam15 avezago a9 the base. 

(Table 3 . 1 ~ )  

&cept f p r  three years 3.n the la to  eighties of the 19+% century 

w e  fLrl ade .price-dif f m t i a l a  betwe-' the pmdU:ction ,c&reo(Yi%shna 

m d  Godavari. districte') and the comumption (inportw):oentres, (Ysunool 

and Wdapah distdcts). Tb?e disparities 3n the prices over o serios 

. . 

oailed in. this -on shoad have been a' m jor contdbhry  factor for 
. .  . 

the  slower gmwth of &&t\u'e in lhe.Goda~hIi distrCct. 

However, this ie not td suggest-tlat prloe m&em&ts were unf~Vi,u~- 

5.61 02 tP,e total papzllaiAon of the district .  The oightid~ w i t -  

nessed faster d e c ~ ~  gmwth late of pbpulstion' (1 5 2 % )  c o w r e d  t o  the 



Table 3.10: Index rJumhera of Frice of Rice, Second Sort 

N a t e s :  C m p t e d  fran the data available in the Ahdnisfwtian % p c r t ~  



a temporas:? set back t o  paddy cultivation - i n  sone years oven the 

extmt of Rice area ehudug a decline. Nce-pmduction must have gone 

down compared to the lato men tic^. As stated earlier the influx of 

irm5grant popiLation in the post-1876-78 fanine period nu& hnop gmatly 

decreasad the ba- . . 
pawer of the labouring population. ( S e  

.Appendix 2). A section of t'nese labourers who rw;lained as casual labour- 

ers and t h o w e  increasingly pai6 in cash instoad of grain must have 

p v t .  pressure the danad for coarse grain me Cholum &gi and variga. 

And prlce of 15co must have risen in syripatb w i t h  the prlce of coarse 

cereaL8, And those labourers who were attached 

continued to be paid in g a p a d d y  must haw, retained their demand 

for paddy. L.. other worde, given a si a t i o n  of a tempornry set h c k  to 

wd5y cdtimti.cn, but with an added demand for pddy and coarse gmins, 

+,he cont3ition.s w m e  conducive for an upward mapanent for r icvr ices .  

In the -mculkr c i m t a n c e s  of Codsmri. district whero by 1891, cigrictiL- - hburors constituted 19.1% and other labourers constituted 11.5$, 

+;ion in the ktal p o p a t i o n  of tie district in 1831 . Hence we find 

a frse irPpx5ces 'of paddy thereby ret-ing a certain-stdmulus for the 

p&y gmwms of' thc Gociam.ri district. A p p a d b c  4 gives data on soen 

of r l c e  (8ecom.I sort) per rupee for a p e e d  of 27 pars beghalir; w i t h  



Sect ion IV 

I n  t h e  s i x t i  ea of thn 1 9th. century Cocenada Coringa and t o  

some sxtcnt Ksrosapore were the maior ( f i rs t  c l a s s )  markets o f  tho 

Oodavari d i s t r i c t .  The only t o m a  which .csa be consid'ered a s  r e a l l y  

offering a market f o r  the d i a p o s 2 l  of graill c x c l ~ ~ i v e  of the great 

ssa g o r t s  o f  Cocansda and C o ~ l n g a  were Hajammcry, J ~ g a n ~ j e t a  and 

Swarlokotia. Nel lapel l i  and Injeran might bs iucluded i n  this ca'cego~y 

h u t  ac tua l ly  they formed a part o f  Coringa. 

A l a r g e  number of these small "markets were n o t  centres  f o r  

the  disposal of agricultural produce but  rather farea a t  which clo-;;h, 

garden produce, f i s h  and other  perishable mkicleo of consumption 

were brought and sold. 

Large quan t i t i e s  of d r y  grain espec ia l ly  cho-?uin, wore sent by 

water t o  Ellore.  Prrddapur wcs the ~ h i a f  mwket f o r  cane sugw and. 

jaggery. !?he merchants of  Poddapur would buy the a r t i c l e s  from the 

ryots  and send i t  all. over the ragton. 

I n  the  d e l t a s  the surplus  prodrlce used tcj he mnveyed e r the r  

t o  ma-ports o r  t o  one of the  i n l m d  rsnrkets .   of fie par-kiculars of 

3ea-borne trade v i a  tho threo pc:;-ts of coringn. c o c m c d a  and Raranpcr? 

f o r  a period of 14 years beginning with 7 8 5 2 4 3  'era provided in t a k ' . ~  

4.1 Unfortunate1 y t he  comnodi t y  .patterm me not  avai lable .  'phis IP~:) . .  



P - - - * - -  

T O % ~  ?lo. of 
Year Vessels Value of - - h t ~  0% . 

T0nt.i~"~ %c*S Irports Exports Ip:orts 
(Fweign and 

Native) 9s. Rs. ----.-- 
1862-63 423 82,611 33,51,021, 1O,r)0,7% N,7E 3,031 

63-64 478 83,9P2 1;7,78,7bO ?,34,i26 27,129 6,L 15 

644 5 57? 1,18,010 5 6 , & , a  10~90,046 26,21( 6,474 
65-G6 592 1,1$,715 88,74,321 41,67,625 34,522 9,919 



far exceed tAd va luea  of i s p o r t s  throuqkout the ?or iod b u t  t h o  r n t o  

of i I I c ~ o & s e  in- t!; vahes o f  export. fe:r su rpasacd  t3.t o? . i zpor t s .  

Tho ryo td  a3 ri rile d i d  n o t  cocvey t k o i r  pmdrce t o  th9  :,mket. 

3 c  c o r c h m t q  -wed t o  v i s i t .  v i l l n g a e ,  miso  t h e i r  ,bar@rdn~ takinp: nvny 

the grniri by l n n d  o r  - tor  doponding on thc f n c i z i t y  a f f o r d e d  by tho 

1az:tli t i a s ,  In saxe  p l a c e s  the n o r c h m t n  ascd t o  bear  t h o  ex;er\.sc of  

rer=oial f r o 2  .tke r y o t ' s  -annry;- ?n c t h o r i  tho p r i c e  pa id  icclude:! 

aonveyanze t c '  t h o  chamel bsnk and s k i  p e n t  or: b0kr.i t k u  dhoucy (raft) . 

Ir. :tha, t h r c c  a c d  h a l f  d e c l d e s  f ~ l l o u i n g  tho c o n s h u c t i o n  o f  

m i c u t  a t  Dhnblaawarac  on the CcC~vari r i v e r  one cou ld  p o t i c o  ?he 

rapid  s t r i d e s  t h a t  t h o  paddy c u l t i v a t i o r ,  aade  i n  *once of naroRge a n d  
i t  was follnd t o  b e  

:reduce, al t h o u g h ~ o c a a a i o n n l l y  >uct.;ttcd by s e  tbncka. Ye had a l s o  

:o*;lchod upor. enr i ier  tho  i c s u f f l c i e ~ . t  l o z d  d e a d  f o r  food gr .dn8 - 
a s ; : ~ c i c l l y :  ;nd3y - nnd o t h o r  produce i n  t h e  In ter  phase. For qxite 

321.0 *.ix trade i n  tho  n q r i z x l  turd prcduce. had. ranninod sea-borne via 

ikr Cocatads p o r t ,  Lack of  a con t inuoas  a o r i e e  o f  data on t r n d e  - o i t h e r  

0 
w*.l.or-5grno o r  lnali borne -- f o r  t h o  e n ? i r o  por iod  h~ap tW8 a  d o t d l e d  

. . 
y he coz ld  c u l l  c u t  scre data  or, the 0-orta f r o x  t h e  

>oi:vmri d i s + , r i c t  f?-.rocgh tho COCQZ&S p o r t ,  f o ~  tk.0 t e r n ? . n d  yaws 

fbrjtt/r?g - 1891/92. Tab; o 4.2 s.".cva thcsc p.wticu1nrs.  

Tsblo 4 -2s see-borne ~ r a i ~  trm& of  t h o  Godavari d i s t r i c t  

i r ~ o - r t s  
Tons 

Expor ts  
Tone 





I n  additj.on to  t h e s o  sea-borne t rade,  tha Gailsvsri d i s t r i c t  uaod 
the  . 

t o  e x p o r t  foqdgrains (mainljr phi3dp) and' o i l s e r d n  ' t d ~ ~ d e r a b a d  

Native S t a t e  a n d  o the r  p a r t s  of .Aridkirnin the ' 'pos t - m i c u t  period. ' . .  . I .  1 

on . t h i s . .  a spec t  m e  h&d to coma by. 

the  ' c a n d . ' t r a f f i c ,  agRin w e  are handicapped by 3 
. . 

threg canals ..vie., &-cakada coki nl',' Sa.msrlako t a  

csnal, and E l lo re  canal. HOW&&, i t  should bq sdliod . t h c t  t > m e  

data p&taln n o t  t o  the ~ o d a i ~ i *  d i s t r i c t  nlone bat t h e t  . .  . of . t h o  

sf the . traff 'Ta 'on 'the El loro  canal  which includeo .the t r a f f i c . ,  As 

1s clcki. ' f rbm t h e  e a r l i e r  a n a l y s i s  o f  oropping pa5 tern, aLthough 
- .  

.I _ . .  . . 
areas  under co t ton  and tobacco (which is not s p e c i , f i c ~ - l l y  nen t icnsd)  

and toS'&oo on the Co'canada canal  was . . coqsiQerahle ,.... T h i s  n m  possibl- .  

because of  t h e  i n t e r - d i s t r i c t  t rade  flow from Hyderabnd m d  othor  

passes throu& par t9  of, t h e  Kr i shna  X s  t r i c t  ss well. 4 , d n .  we 

6s tobaWb'. ' -E y 1890-91 Beswada jecamo a terminal  r.silway . .. . s t a t i o n  
,, __.., .._ ..-. ' ' 

fur~twb."r '&lvay l ines ,  viz., the  N i z m  Gurmteed S t a t e  R a i l w q y  and 
. . .  

. . 

the Krishntl ~ e i l t x r ~  l i n e .  Rence we fin6 . t rade  i n  cot ton and, tobacco 

flowing i i ~ ' (  Iioi&rds Jezwada) a s  well. .. b .  



Table 4.3 gives only a par t ia l  picture of the trade of the 

Codavasi d i s t r l c t  aa i t  gives part iculars of t r a f f i c  only on three 

canals. Tab1 e 4.4 and 4.5 give particulars of the number of boats, 

tonnage, ton mileage and value of  good^ f o r  the half year ending 

30th September 1889 and 1 889. ~espec t ive ly .  
.. . 

Table 4.4: ' ha f f io  on Naviuable canals f o r  t h e  half-sear ended 
on 30th September 1889: Godavari Deltas 

Ton 
Laden Tonnage mileage Value of 

of ,Deltas boats . Tous ( ~ e n ~ t h  
(NO. i n  m i l e s )  .. . foods b.) 

~as ' tern '  Section 3,506 . 60,944 19,06,?58 ' 53,549707 

Central ~ e c  ti on 783 17,932 3,76,737 ... 4,45,876 

lies tern Section 3,506 . 59,763' 19p49.623 .50,90,578 

Total 

Value o f  
' Laden . 

Section of Delta boats Tonna e Ton mileage goods 
(NO..) . (Tonsf . ( ~ e n g t h  in miles ) (%. j 

. , 
Eastern Section 3,291. 62,509 13,98,904 54.349574 

Central Seotion . 612 10,238 2,69,123 7, 40,151 
I 

Was tern' Section 3.380 55,589 1 9,64,504 I 399w ,??Ii 

Source: G.O.No.319. llisc. dt .  18th March 1691 , FBR. (~evenue Ssttleneq 
Land Reoorde and Agriaulture 



The Eastern sec t ion  of the  Godavari Delta had 6 navigabla 

canals, viz, ,  Bank canal,  Cocanada canal, Samarlakota canal,  

Mundapeta canal,  Coringa canal and In  jhram canal. There were three  

c a n a h  i n  t h e  Central sec t ion ,  vie., the  Gannavarsm canal,  bank 

canal, and Amalnpurnm canal. I n  the  western s e c t i o n  the navigable 

canels wore Gostanadi-Vuyur canals,  Bank canal,  Narasapur canal, 

Ellors canal,  A t t i l i  canal,  venkiah ,and Wayeru canals and Undi canal. 

The items of t h e  t r a f f i c  include foodgrains, salt, cotton; 

oi lsaeds , n u t s  and o i l ,  hemp, bui lding mater ia l  , fue l ,  timber and 

bamboos, tobacco, indigo, turmeric, jsggery and sugar, tamarind, 

f r u i t s  and vegetables, coconut, f i s h  (sd2  t and dry) ,  sk ins  and hidres ,  

horn, t r easu re  and o ther  miscellaneous i terns. 

A s  f o r  t h e  d e t a i l s  of the  q u a n t i t i e s  of goods ixansported by 

cnn'da t a b l e  4.6 helps us t o  have some view of the  mwnitudes f o r  a 

2ouple o f  years,  1891-92 and 1892-93. Unlike i n  tab les  4.4 and 4.5 

these q u a n t i t i e s  r e l a t e  t o  the  e n t i r e  year and for a l l  the canals. 

& e n t i t i e s  of foodgrains t ransported on the canals c o n s t i t u t e  more 

than 30 per  cent of the t o t a l  quantum of  goods shipped by boats,  

although i n  terms of value they form only a small por t ion  of the  t o t a l  

value of goods' transported. 

Thus, i n s p i t e  of the t r anspor t  bot t leneck t h a t  we discussed 

ecwiier, we do f i n d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  increase  i n  t h o  volume of t r ade  i n  

the Godavari d i s t r i c t .  Zovever, this  i s  no t  t o  claim t h a t  we oauld 

crrpture t h e  e n t i r e  p i c tu re  o f  t r ade  t ransac t ions  . Road-borne R a d e  

S t u t i s t i c o  h m d l y  exist, But t h e  l i t t l e  information t h a t  we could c u l l  



out does indicate  tho brola contcur:: o f  tysde trnneacted i n  the , 

d i s t r i c t .  It only neede' tci be addod that  perhaps rr more e f f i c i e n t  

and quicker transport system would have further f n o i l i t a t e d  and 

enhanced the vof m e  of trade i n  tho agricultural commodities. 
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An at terpt  i s  mde in this section t o  piece together various 

threads of argumnl;s mde in ear l i e r  soctions and see if there is a 

ccnsistent pattern. 

The pro-.arii.cut situation w a s  cblracterised a s  scbsis t~nce economy. 

The colonial regime saw tho dwindlinz land rovenues an6 the nisemble 

conditions of the peo2le an6 visiomrics lih S i r  .;rthur Cotton convince2 

the &it India Company of the great w t m t i a l i t i o s  of inproving 3 i t ~ a -  

tion anf! '.enhancing the land revenue. An &cut was built by enriy 

f i f t i e s  and the agrarian scene no lorufel- remained stflc:.tic Lhreaf tsr .  

Water was e g e r l y  availed of by the COc3.9mri cu3.t.iva'l:ors alt-%ugh  the..^ 

were problems of waterlogorring, l z t e  supply of water ad. excess watering 

of crops in the i n i t i a l  stnges. The intended survey 'urd settlemer, 6s a i d  

the proposed lwy of assessment mi water mtes  c?imve some farmers to 

give up water a ~ 6  resune 2ry cultivation. After t h i ~ ~ s  lxcl  se',tld 

Cown and t he  Godav~ri ryot got us& t o  this phenomenon of irri,y-!.ioi'i, 

specialisation in pad6y cultivation becam the  o..der of t he  day. k r ~ t i x i ; ~  

to  the expectations of the Irrigation m n e e r s  like Co+,ton, 3ho ki:3-:..rF 

cultivator continued t o  specialise i n  r ica  cultivation while on -the ~r,- 

lands @ng&ly and other oil seeds ( ths  tr%ditional cash crops cf e l 2  

b i s t n c t )  instead of cotton anti swrcane continued- tube ??rksmad. 
t 

kit revenue and water true ha6 become b?lrdensome on the cultiwAm?s. 

&en 301ne of the b e m e  off ic ia ls  and Ih5gation en@neors -hnaelven 

testified t o  this fact. 



f'ar foadg-"ciqs - -  constrtdnts I a y s d  by the iniquitous nss& t3isteributlcn, 

w eakerdng kr .ga in in~ p i e r  cf the ?~cbourSng p g l e  , etc . . .'ke diatr5ct. . 

riwarr 9f ~mnkr:nrieo h tho district, %ho mck-mnting of the tenants 

t z G  the gsneral ~ l a i t ? i t t W a Y h o  of the ;-ial scene left  c oi teable quctud 
I 

acreago, ~m6uctivity ancl proCactfcr, Hnd cn t!! oasr  tie f h d  a deim*icia-- 

qmp&mtic riso in tho arico c.fi . rho 'n 'the eighties harc 

giver, a tcmpmuy relief to  ths paddy givders. 

But the foodpiin surpluses ha2 b seek nariret elsewhere some tLne or tlw 

poizt. i3ut begonil a a w e  the systen brake c'own tad  the grain-nerchmt~ 

transport - the railways. 



It shoulci be interesting t o  probe $eeper into the decision rnakw 

Frocess involved in  layin. the  r a i l  mads in the country. i h  rail- 

mad came into cog.sta1 Andlira - -the p m w i e s  cf the re@on - rather 

l a te ,  four decades a f t e r  the first iron-home s t d e  across the coun5ry. 

Ch t k s  contrary wo find South+estern Ai%?hm - f o r  instance Cuddapah - 
endowed with rail mads by 1C70's. The reasons are r.ot f a r  to seek. Th3 

, - 
digtr ic ts  of Cuddapah and Kurnool i n c ~ u a s h g l y  c m  t o  specirrlise i n  

crowing. cash crops - esl3ecially cotton. 1.JaturallgthcseclistrSctsW~re 

t c  be linked up with the port c i t i e s  of Bombay and bhl.ras. On the other 

hand, t h e  Codavari cultivator emerging from a long period of stagmtIioo 

an6 subsistence, having got used t o  consume d r y  g ~ i n s  like I e d   ice, 

cholum, cumbu, and other vaee t i e s ,  being unable t o  bear the costs involve6 

i n  growing the cash cmps preferred t o  spwinl ise  in paddy cdtivation.  

Unlike the  Bri t ish cotton lobby which was aggressive and powerful both 
. . .  

inside and outside the British Parlicment, growers of foodg& did not 

have a lobby e i ther  in tho Government i n  India o r  E f i t a i n .  The Pun jab' s 

case was different.  Pmjab and i~orhwestcm regions wore p 1 i t i c a . U ~  

troublesome areas fo r  the colonial. regine. Added t o  t h i s  the Punjab 

wheat and cotton continued to have decvlnd abmnd . 

In any case coastal Andhra provided an ever increasing mnotnt of. l-ant' 

revenue f o r  the Madras Presidency. Inspite of t3;e fac t  that the neigh- 

bowing mshna d i s t r i c t  was traditionally a cotton-growing region, the 

coastal region including Hellore was p r imr i ly  taken a s  a rice-specia1isir.y 

area"'&d so p e s  the  urgency to lay n railway l ine. The argment thet 

there were certain railway l ines  connecting tho r i ce  ~lnwing areas of 

North . I n d i a  w i t h  the drought prune areas in the country includinp *ass 

i n  the South does not cut much ice. R a t  c o a d  have been a bydyo6uc+, 02 

somo o t i r  powerful reasons. For, if tha t  were the m jor reason the 



m d  even deterioration 5x1 the l o t  of tine Ir?,Ir?,ol)u:-em. This k.ns a s t r l w  

the au.thoritie8. To a large ~3rvkm.t this ;)mblen z i . s ~ s  i? a suhd et'ance 



Ibl~-~%h3,y, gm-&h and expansion of a g r i c u l t s a l  I ~ ~ E L ~ C S ~ S  have tO 

bc ccnscic?usly planned -6 in-to consideration the transport req1il.e- 

mcnts of t?lo region. . 

lastly, caution has t o  be exercised i n  imposing fresh -es i n  

a newly irrigpted regim. Haste in t ~ y i n g  t o  realize quick returns 

from the famers might result i n  frustmtions a d ,  resentment in fanners. 

in recent t h e s  i s  essentially a continnation. of whet had happemd 



Deta i l s  of -. - t he  villa+-ps of the  Central  E Eastern 
Deltas of the2davari D i s t r i c t ,  7861. 

- .. .. . 
IJo. of !To. of Bo. of 

No • Taluks govt. v i l l a s s  zamindary/ K a t t u b d i  Total  

Fropr ie ta ry  Agrahararns 
. v i l l a g e  

Nagaram 

Amalarpuran 

R a t .  

KO *a. Ramachandra- 
Pu= 

Bi kkavolu 

Kapavsram 

Cocanadn 

P i t t a p u r  

Peddapuram 

Lin ganparm 

Kot t a p d l i  

Ra j ahmundry 

Pentapadu Parag na 

Tadirnall  a 

Chintal  apudi 

~ o t  a1 706 745 97 1,548 

Source: L e t t e r  fron? R E .  Master, Of f i c in t ing  Dy. Director  of 
.Rev. Settlement Godcvari D t .  t o  II.Xewill, Director of 
Rev. Settleioent' dcited Naraoapur .24th Apri l ,  $361. Yo. 81 
Papers r e l a t i n g  t o  the  set t lement  of t h e  C d ~ t r a l  and Eastern 
Deltas and of the upper Taluks of... t he  Godmzri Dt. 191 6. p. 6 



Appendix 2 

Average wageratea of waaeo f o r  unskilled rural 
Labour in the C;od~.vari Distr ic t  - 

(~ates per day) 

--. 
Wage rate - . - --- 
Per dw - Yeax . -. 

Notes r 16 mnzs nake one rupee 
12 pies  srrke one ~~~, 
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