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PEASIPTITS AglD POTATOES 

It w a s  only j u a t  a year ago t h a t  leaders of t h e  Opposition 

in t h e  Lok Sabha jo ined the Prime Ninister in fe1icitaIA.w 3x1 Balram 

Jakhar on his ele c ti an as We new Speaker,  S ri B d r a m ,  s a i d  the PxSme 

M i n i s t e r  on that occasion, w a s  n o t  only a aon of the a o l , l  devoted to 

l a n d  ( ref erring t o  his  background as a farmer) but combined a sense of 

cu1i;ure and cou r tesy .  Reminded by the O p p o s i t i o n  leaders that he had 

succeeded " t o  a line which is the l i fe- l ine  of any parl imentary demo- 

cracy" ,  S r i  Balrm himself affirmed t h a t  the Speaker s h w l d  n o t  only be 

i (mpart ; ia l  but should be seen to be so by the whole  how^ and the country, 

1 / and that he would speak " only one language, the language o f  the House" . - 
Of cou rse  no one in t h i s  country expects such sent%ments an8 

assurwees  to he sorupulously fc-lowed, A modicun of dccorum and sense 

of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  have to be naintained hawo- .rer by myons who, barr ing  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of the  Republic, occupies the most exalted cha i r  in the 

p o l i t i c a l  fl omain, k 1 b t - e  ,s :. cov.rtas;. 2rs :!e rhaps d i e  pens able now and 

then, perhaps even impar tLa l i ty  when o the r  lmteres ts place t o o  severe a 

s t r a i n  on it, but not under any circumstances the baaic  codes and conven- 

ti on& assen tf a1 f o r  a func t ion ing  democracy. One o f  then is t h a t  the 

Speaker of 3he Lak Sabka nllould n o t  himself  commit asts that  amount to 

contempt of democra t ic  i n s  ti t u t i o n s  and procedures at even the  highest 

l eve l s  of governnent, &ri do so w i t h  inpun5ty. 

Yet: that was prec i ze ly  rha-t S r i  B a l r a m  has been ,guilty of in 

hio recent observations ( ra'iher h i s  o u t b u r s t s )  on t h e  T g n t h  Commandel 

Locturez'delivered R month nco by Dr.I .G.Pntol ,  Governor of the Be~ierve 

I-' " B L z ~ I ' L ~ ,  A Cornbina~on of ipamer mri S c h o l a r " ,  The-Rindu, January 2 5 ,  
1330. 

I . ,  "2n a P q l i o y  7rcne:t~rlr f o r  Indim ~ ~ i . i c u l t r i r e ' ;  (nimeographod) , 
3 c c e  _ > c ~  12, I ? ; : r !  ~t ; :o lZi ,  re:?roduced in liains trern, 3ecen3er 2'7, 1330, 



Bmk o f  Ind ia .  The subjec t  of .'he l ec ture  w a s  " P o l i c y  Framework f o r  

I n d i a n  Agricul ture" .  Sr i .  Bdrm, E k e  any other t o i t j z e n  of the country, 

c o u l d  have expxcssed his views on the i s s u e s  ra i sed  in the lec ture .  But 

t h a t  w a s  n o t  what he -chose t o  do.  What he questianned was Dr.PateI1s 

personal competence and r i g h t  t o  speak on this sub jec t  02 wide public 

i n t e r e s t .  li7.{hat does Mr.Pate1, s i t t i n g  in air-conditioned rooms, know 

ah7,ut a f arner m d  the c o n d i t i o n s  under which he t o i l s  day md night*?", 

asked S r i  BaIrm pre s id ing  wer a two-day s e s s ion  of the Bharat Krishak 

S ama j at Kolhapur  a t  the cnd o f  December. 2' And r a t h e r  l i k e  Pontius P i l a t e ,  

w i thou t  w a i t i n g  f o r  a re?ly,  he vent  on t o  demand f l a t  he be removed fron 

t he  g o s i  tion o f  thc  Governor of t h e  Reserve Bank. 

That w a s  not a l l ,  J u s t  in case  anyone d i s a i s s o d  it as a minor 

i n d i s c r e t i o n  by 3 "7eaaant" Gpedcer on vacat ion,  Sri B a l r a m  re turned t o  

the charge a f o r t n i g h t  lat?r, this time under the auspices of the Karnataka 

Pradesh ;:xishik S m a j  nt E~jzgalore .  This time be n o t  o n l y  t~axlted t o  know 

what right 3r.PateL liad " t o  c r ~ i ; i c i z c  ~ h c  Tamers and say b a t  they were 

Scing pmpered"  but  accuaed thc  Zeserve Bmk ,%..s a r.ri?ole o f  th ink ing  t h a t  

it w a s  t h e  "cu:j-todinn a f  211 t+&sdon!'. Ffc d s a  proposed the r e c o n s t i - h -  

tion of the boa rds  3f d i r e c t o r s  o f  a11 nntionalized banks ( in*cluding 

o b v i o u ~ l y  t he  3eserve ~ a i k ) ,  ns 3 l s o  o f  the Agricultural P r i c e s  Comis s ion ,  

4/ s o  t h a t  ,.,t l eas t  50 p e r  ccn t  o f  "r-ie nenlbers t~onlrl .  be f::mers. - 
The suggu.; ti on f o r  recons ti b ~ t i  on of the bauds, m d  o f  the A F C  , 

reflect:; no d o u b t  .-. ?oi l i t  oC v i e w  t11a-h needs to bc considered on its own 

r? 2rits. 3 u t  onc r.rs~lt: hcvc t l zoux?~t  'i'hcl-t, :;ince K:.:e S?c<akcr of t h e  Lok 

n z tu rc ,  S ri sclrm a o ~ l r '  hcvo :;,a,le this p o i n t  ttose c!f?actively t r i t h i n  the 

"Spedre r  tiu~t; ;;"I kvc:?;or  :?drcdbh; The Bjnd.2, DecerSer  26,  lgGCl,+ 

":i ?E dyer i m t ~  i i B I  Y o a ~ d ,  i i i 'C  Zecoliati  tL1' dl' , The IIinllu , January 1 7, i 36 I . 



House i t s e l f  in the  course of e d i s c U e - s ~ * , - - i n s t e a d - o f  

in a transprmtly -paxtisan,mmner, 

Suppose we ovexlook even t hz t ,  s i n c e  few p o l i t i c a l  leaders in 

the country  seem tu be c o n c e r n e Q ~ - w L k L s ~ ~ ~  

The re is a more basic i s sue  involved. On what b a s i s ,  and an what 

authoriw, c a n  S r i  Salrm denand the removal of t h e  Gmernor of the  

Seserve Bmk of i n a i a  f o r  expressing his  Yiews on a a c u l t m a l  p o l i c y  

in a public lecturc? The Beserve B m k  of Ind ia  is an autonomous i n s a -  

t u t i o n  working rvi-thin the framework of the country1 s parliamentary demo- 

c racy, and it is in the public interest that o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e  pess~n who 

yres ides  over it expresseB h i s  views on economic problens  f o r  more wide- 

spread discuss ion.  If *lie should in the  process commit s serious offence 

there are well-known procedure& channels th;  ugh which the charges 

may be ra5sed and ac t ion  t;.ken, The S y a l  - r of t h e  Lok Sabha has cer-  

tainly no ex t ra -cons t i tu t i c lns l  r i g h t s  in the matter; on the  o the r  hand, 

he has cons titu i-i 0n.l TCJ; al:sZ -3" l 't; :'LC r: vrhicl'. 3. e is cxpcc tea to c arrg 

o u t  With a ~ ~ a r e n e s s  md concern for the r t ~  _ts sf others ,  so that th? 

system as oi whole func-tiona f r e e l y  and s o r e  denocrn,tically, 

1 n neg2ec k ing  thcue r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  31mi aalram has brought into 

c o n t a p t  n o t  only tho office o l  t h e  Governor o f  tiia Zeserve Bank of 

I n d i a  but h i s  s:n ~2 wcll. Onc mu.at t he re fo re  hope fhat Sri Balrm w i l l  

t ?kc  is e z r l y  o p p r t u n i t y  t o  t ende r  an apology g r a c e f u l l y  t o  the Reserfre 

, 3 ~ ~ k  of I n d i a  ?&id it x Sovernor ; ot:~emise he w i l l  have fo r fe i t ed ,  in the 

z 7 ~ ? p o s c ,  I l i 3 v r 3 ~ ~ 1 ' ,  B C  z e t  as ide  this nspec-k of the z a t t o r  rfso. 



nxl prinrt f ac ie  evidence that they are s u b s t m t i a l l y  cor rec t ,  S r i  Balrm 

would bo g ~ i l *  of no t  o n l y  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i n n ~ W - b u t  defamatim 

(whether o r  n o t  Dr,Pntol. is concerned about  it) , 

First, what could D ~ , P a t c l  s i t t i n g  in " & r -cond i t i  oned roorn~3'~ 

know about famcrs? One ~ i & t  suppose that it could  n o t  bc air-condi-  

t ion ing  that  cones in the way s ince ,  for a l l  we knmr, S r i  Balramr s of f i ce  

room is a l s o  air-conditioned. S o  t h e  qucs t ion  is wheBer ~ r . ~ a . t a l  ha9 

had apporkuni  ties to know about .tnc condi t ions  in trhich f m e r s  toil 

day and n ight  ( s n y ,  as S r i .  Bdrm could have known)? 

Thme ?rho heve known 3r.Petcl in his younger d q r s  would have of 

c o u r s e  no d i f f i c u l t y  in ,mswering t h e  question.  What must s t r i k e  na 

i r o n i c  t o  them - a d  in R sense well-deserved i rony  - is tha t  someme -- - - - 
rilzo once p r i d e d  himself so much for being of nere peasant, ( ' p a t i d a r t )  

o r i g i n  should now be subjsct t o  th i s  accusation,  But it is not r e a l l y  

n e c e s s n q  t o  be t11.t fmilisr tri th a l l  t h c  b iographical  d c t a i l s  of 

D r . P ~ t e l ' s  person21 h i s t o r y .  If S r i  Balram had cnrcd t o  road anothzr  

p u b l i c  nda'rcss delivered by Dr.Patel s few d q r o  ecrl.ier, at the 30th 

Annual Convocnti an 31. t h o  il .S .University of 3 m ~ d a ,  5-! he would have come 

zcross tkc fo l l o ~ r i n g  r c t l ~ c r  :!a: t ine~ l tA obs e ~ ~ ~ i t i o n s  on his past: 

"Onc o f  ny c a r l i o n t  :nclorics is tha t  o f  zuddcnly l eav ing  
3aro6-a i.iit9' my : ~ ~ r c ? ~ i ; z  and goin: t o  ng a c t i i r o  Y i l l a ~ o  Earmn?d 
2.s soon 73 GEm &I i ji mnounc od one of his S a tyagr~hc  novements. 
At t i z o s  of c i v i l  r t isobcdicncc,  ii!i:mrnsnd, Scin,- the  i r i l l a ~ e  
of S n r d a r  T n t e l  ,md Sci ng in B r i t i s h  Inriia, w a s  alwayv in 
d m g e r , o f  . ~ t t ? c h n u ~ t  of i7rogerCj rzrld t1.o l i k c ,  A l l  dur balong-  
i iqs  in th5 m c c s t r z l  5omo wcrc lozdod or? t o  c z r t s  md we :-:et 
ou-t ;IC !.rj.+:t £or :.i:r ~ o t k a ; . ~ s  -cill.;.r;.c, gharnnj, *ictl ?rovidarl  

s,-Ta :l,,vrj :;;d 
. * ; : r o t zc> ion  ns iS ' uc lonycd t o  B 2 r ~ d z  Stnte, 
"! r ~ : ? t  i r l > r o , i . : d  zc  "chcn, o f  c o u r s e ,  w a s  '252 jourikcy i t s ~ l f ,  
-;i + t i n <  clri +;0;3 of c? l o ~ . & c d  c -rt u ~ d c r  tkc ccnoyg of a sterl i t  
3::~- .-n? - x L n ~  1 ~ l l ~ d  t o  $ 1 6 ~ 3  by t h e  rin:;;,?,? zecl:lace o f  
b e l l s  .:.round i ~ u l l o c ' ; ~ '  n x k s .  . , I' 



Dr . P a t e l  wcnt  on to remind -tile new graduates of W e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  

the n i l l i o n 3  o f  poor  p o p l o  who subs id i se  university &ducation inllndia. 

Though much o f  what ?re s a i d  in &is context  i s - - m m ~ ~ ~ ~ p l a c e  and n o t  

. re levmt  t o  our present  concern,  h i S  concluding obse rva t ions  have now 

a kind of rclevmce which he could n o t  have intended. 

"So t h e  cmci d. question bc fo re  211 of us is : how s h a l l .  
we crea t e  t h e  Indie of  our dream? 1 hzve no p r e c i s e  and 
f u l l  a n s w e r  to t h i s  question. But I know part of the answer, 
a v i t a l  p a r t  of khc mswer, and t h n t  i s :  by l ceming  to work 
better together, by t r u s t i n g  m d  respec t ing  ench o t h e r ,  -by 
muhinlly suppar t ing  cach o t l e r  r a t he r  thm tear ing  each other  
down. It has of ten been s & d  t h c t  ,m i n d i v i d t n l  Indicn'ks 
second t o  none in my f i e l d  a f  endeavour. But tog-e th>r ,  
we do n o t  add  up; w e  subst rcc t  f r o m  each 3ther....This haa 
been our h i s t o r i c  curse; m d  if t h e  behaviour o f  our  p o l i t i -  
c ians ,  scim t i a t s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  businessmen md art ists  
is my & d e ,  it is cgonisingly s t i l l  our curse". 

6 more concre te  chnrge c3dns-k Dr,?ateT, t h m  t h o  one about 

insulating hims elf  f r o m  f crmcrs through ai r -condi  t im ing ,  is Wlat he 

" c r i t i c i s e d "  f nmers  a d  i 'avoured "an ti-f m e r  nt tT tude  and policy".  

How f r.r is t h i s  aZlcc?.ki  or^ ,*z 2-Lnin-.blc? 

Anyone who r e d s  the pub l i shed  t e x t  of t he  Tenth Coranr"~1del 

Lcc h r e  w i l l  see t h r t  it is no l ess  ~ n r i  no norc than  if~i=at it was - intehded 

t o  be, mmoly  r e f l c c t i o n c  on "some zs~ ,ec ts  o f  21e evolution of I n d i m  

econonic p o l i c y  in rcla ti on t o  r..gricv l tu re"  . Y1:cn t h i s  s c r i  ss of 

l e c  turcs wm inangurztod n decade ago, S i r  Josqj lz  Rutchinson of the 

Univers i ty  o f  Cmbsidgo h ~ d  o b s e r ~ e d  t h a t  ' ' - this is something which, 

2s E r n c ' t p e s  an ,  w i l l  gL%n in r c 2 u t z t i o n  r.:: 3 f o r u m  where men ca put 

f o r w a r d  thcir  vjc:~s 01: ,zL~icu!_5ur:!l ~ -~c - t s c lo~ ren t " .  T h i s  is grec i sc ly  

vlwt D r . ? ~ t ~ l  d i d ,  t&.il?i;. +kLc o y p o r t u n i t y  " t o  .:et o u t  L f err ques t ionam'  

Chat  troubled h5nt 'nhout  thc fu tu re  of I r i i m  z,-riculturel ' ,  reflectnons + 

b 2 s  ad on liis ~ s s o c l r .  ti on '::;l -EL t h e  :.<;in,- 3f aconozic 11olic:r in g e n e r ~ l  

o v i r  +Fir! ,),-.st; $7~e?t;-l'i~r: yc:,rc o r  SO" .  'r'll-: ~ d o s i t o : i s  ;le r:is.es are  



in fact extreacly important ; sad. his o b s m a t i o n s  deserve seri ous 

a t t e n t i o n  even if one night not agree w i t h  a l l  of then. 

One o f  Y!.lase concerns +he likelihood o f  t h c  su2ply of s p i c u l -  

t u r d  pmducts  increasing at a f n s t e r  rcte thcn  denand if agr icu l tu ra l  

suppor t  prices  c r o  f ixed t o o  hi&, , c i t i n g  i n  t h i s  cont ex+ the fanbus 

Eng elst Law tha t  n progressively s ~ a l l e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  addi  t i o n n l  incone 

fends t o  be spent  on food  ~ n d  ~limilar item cs p e r  c n y i t a  income rL~sas. 

Non-economists should porheps hzve been wcrmcd how eve^ that  t h i s  

Engols was n e i t h e r  the s a c  person, nor evcn n blood re la t ion  of mother  

m a n  c .vrying thc sane ncme who was K a r l  N ~ T x ~  8 c l o s e s t  co l l abo ra to r  

m d f ricnd! [ ~ r n e t  Engcl vns a s ta t i s t ic ian  by t min ing ,  thou& p r i -  

m a r i l y  m cdministrator - Dircc t o r  of t h e  Prussi an 3 m z u  of Staf5stZcs - 
whose "active mind s e t  i f se l f . .  . ,, mconvcntionc-l tasks  t h z t  l e d  to 

p u b l i c n t i o n s  o f  gruat i n p o r t a c e "  (2s Pro Fcssor Schunpctcr was l c t e r  

t o  d a s c r i  be his contf i  but i o i l s ,  inclv-ding the Engcll s L F J ~  f irst  published 

in 1857). 30 - -  --:isn.:ssior?-t~ ~ ~ i ~ ? l d > r q . t i ~ ; ~  af the i ~ p l i c n ~ o n s  of this 

Lzw is p o s s i b l c  w i t h o u t  being cmgllt irp i: m y  i d e o l o ~ c c l  considzrc-  

ti ons .7 

After ind ic  .-.tiuz the pow si b i l i t y  a f  unsclzcble s u c l u s c s  develop- 

i n g  in son2 x g r i c u l t u r c l  p r o d u c t s  on zccount o f  5igh su?port pr i ccs  , 

Dr.Fi-tel  hns h i & l i g h t e d  FA i n 3 o r t m t  p o l i c y  ques t ion  Zhnt is generzlly 

dodged by  my who, w l a i l z  ?.dvocn t iq  "hi21er _ n r j o r i t y  t o  .?.picuLturel', 

"h i&-or  p r i c c n  f o r  f.?mcrs", k<2slosLdc "vrxi king 9ff" oL" fCmcrs1 

o v c r d ~ ~ c s  t o  c ~ o p c r  ? t i v s  s 3cic.t-ic2, c tc .  , c l a i n  to 5 c  p r o m  t icg  t h e  

c r a z e  of W-c poor. 



"It c=, of coufse,  bc zrgu6d that the i n c o m d a s - K c i t y  
o f  aggragztc d s ~ m d  f o r  :Gr:culturd--pmduct;s hi11 r i s e  - 
and With that tha W a t j v e  need for inveshent  in agricul- 
ture  -- if there is a reduction in the ex i s t ing  ra ther  
g la r ing  inequalities in incomes and wea l t h  i n  t h c  country. 
Nor c m  the re  be two o p i n i o n s  on the paramount need f o r  
reducing inequalities. Su t  z s  d o n g  as i n c o W M b u k t o n  
rernaim what it is , the re is no sense in piling up waste 
on t o p  of i nequa l i ty  by unrealistic notions about the. import- 
a c e  of agr icul ture ,  The s m e  r m i n d e r  is, 1 t h ink ,  n e c e s s w -  
a l s o  in r e l a t i on  to We argunent t h a t  we should give t h ~  
highest  p r i o r i t y  t o  agricultural production d m c  tho h i a o s f  
priorit$-should be g i v a  t o  the satisfaction af t h e  basic  -needs 
of t h e  p o o r e s t  people md s ince  food m d  clo*ing form the  
bulk of these bcsic needs. h actual trmsfer of r e l a t i v e '  
incomes in f zmur of the poor  should precede -- or at l e m t  
accompany -- m y  such p r i o r i t y . ,  A mere s h i f t  in t h e  nature  

' of goods ' $oduced'doe~ nothing t o  a l t e r  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of .. . 
incomes i n  t h e  des i red  d i rec t ion" .  I. - 

If one were concerned anqugh nbout the  very poor  farmers m d .  agficul- 

t u r n 1  l above r s  (who c o n s t i t u t e  the hzrd  co re  of # k &ass in 

the coun'cry) 3s to w a n 4  CO do something fir them i m e d i c t e l y ,  .the only 

s a y  of  b r ing ing  zbout  t h e  ne cessnry r e d i s t k b u t i  on o f  incones is b y .  

enforc ing  . a r n t h e r  seTere redist~bution of L 9 d  holdings. But every- 

one !mows wh7.t t;lu r c c o r d  I n  t . l i r :  r,l?ttcr h-s  been over the ~ t - ~ u a r k &  - 

of 3 c e h k r y ,  ?nil where nost  o f  the grezt  -.dvocctes crE "farmers" 
r 

s t a n d  on this qtlestion cvcn now. 

Thc r e l a t i v e  n z p i t u d e s  involved here need t o  be noted. 1 t w i l l  

be seen fmx Table  I ,  trhich sho7:ra t h e  percent --,,-e d i s t ' r i b b t i o n  of operc- 
in 1954-55 nnd 1971-72, 

t i  onal  ( i?.gricultur31) h o l d i n g d  t h a t  l ~ o u s o h o l d s  rui tk no lnnd o r  w i t h  

h o l d i n g s  o f  less t h ~ n  1 acre forn.  we l l  over t w o - f i r t h  of t he  t o t a l  
/ 

surd popu l t l t i on ;  a d  'ch-t, d e s p i t e  211 tHc lmd reforms i q l e m e n t e d  

in the f i r s t  25 ycnrs r.f t o r  Inde2mdenc e, t h e i r  Yrc of Yco tot 21 

o p c r c t c d  ~ ~ r e z  ig l e s s  thrn 2 ::ex c m t .  On the  o t h e r  hmd, even n f t e r  

the  ext-cnsivc p ~ r t i t i o n s  o f  >:3perty ~mong Yne l z g q r  h o l d c r s  o f  Imd 
/ 

d u r i  rg t : ia  ?c r io?  ( pr.rt;ly on 7.c co ilnt of dcnogr,?phic irac t o r s  bu t  

oncoimzqcd : lao  by the  ri::zire t o  c v d c  cei l iws on  lzrge-si zed owner shir 



h o l d i w s ) ,  nbnut:5 c e n t  of a l l  mr32 households  had undcr.thcir 

control nearly t w o ~ f i f  th, of the -to tal oper-rted area in agrihturs.-in 
. .  . - 

1971-72d 

6 /  Table' 1: ~ u r n l  O p e r a t i  o n d  (  cultural) Boldinrw- 
. . .: 

Size of 1 g? 4- 5 5. :.. 
h o l d i  s 

2971 -72 

L-8) Nunber . - Are3 .-  Number of - Area 
o f  house- 
h o l d s  
{=ion) 2~ res 

0 -00 ?7.2( 28.23 - 21.9(27.4)-. .*- .. 

I t  c k m  4 9 0  be scen I'roa Tzb lo  1 thn t ,be tween 1354-55 nnd 1971-72, 

t h e  absolute  nunbey o f  households  wi th  l l o l d f - n ~ s  o r  7'/2 2cres a d  above, 

rccrained o l m o s t  unchm:e? ?t ~ r o u n E  1 2  n i l l i o n ;  m ~ d  t b n t  t he  t o t a l ,  

?rcn opernterl by thcn i n  1971-72 ( 2 2 9  c i l l i o n  ncr2s)  iras only s l i g h t l y  

lower t h m  in 19 54.-55 ( 251 nillion zorcs) , s t i l l  accounting th erefore 

for 62.5 i1i.r c z n t  of the e n t i r e  a ~ e r - . t c d  zren in I n d i m  ~ g r i c u l t u r e ,  

3y 1981 , f he btd. n m b e r  o f  ru ra l  households s h o ~ L d  h2-vc r i s e n  t o  
+.  

:bout  94  z i l l i o n ,  but the nunber of ' lou?ekolds u r i t l i  h o l d i n p s  of 71/2 

::?::.;n--,.-! .> I-:?ry ~11ck;  -1r.ocS 8112 c ? ~ t i ~ c  i a c r c n s c  in the ta t r .1  nwber o f  
'. 
5 1  - Lsurc.2: ?T.-.tioll.:.l S7;pli: :;i.rvey, Senor,.-  011 h m d  h o l d i ! ~ ~ ~ ;  d s o  

L E C  -:.- , *  .. , -  .- , " 2 ron?r: ir ?>?x -,I I i ~ l p + ~ ~ p ~ G i l +  52 1 :lLii , Econonic 
-d i J ~ l i t i c n , l  '!oei:lp, Vo:L.?IT, 5To.5, :?.,-l?yr 2 9 ,  19.77. 



9 

households w i l l  have been accomodated,  in all ? r o b n b i l i + y ,  i n  holdings 

in the snzl ler  size-rcmge p a r t i c u l ~ . r l  y in t h o s e  below 21/2 ccres) . 
IJe have independent i n f o r m a t i o n  avai lcble  ( f ron  the R u r d  

Labour  E n q u i r i e s  conducted in 1964-65 and 1974-75) o n  the ex ten t  of 

increase  in the  number o f  wage-earners within t h e s e  house!~olds over 

t h i s  decade. The re levmt  datz are sunmarised in Table  2. 

7 /  Table 2: 7lhge Earners  mod^ R u r d  Lcbour Hous,eholds- 

Children . .  2.0 3 - 5  - ' 79.6 

Tot ? i L  - 
The f a c t  that t h b  nursbdr of ~ ~ o x c n  wage-earners hzs increaded more 

rapid lg th ,-a ncn wapc-c.zm- crs , 2nd t;b~..t t h e  n~unbes of child   fa go- 

earners  has r isen even more r l ~ i d l y ,  is i n d i c - t i v e  ~f the extremely 

d i s  treasing condi  ti on t o ;i:;iclz th is c lass  in t h e  cou l~ t ry s ide  hzs been 

reduc ed, According to tlio finC ings o f  t h e  E n q u i q  conducted in 1974-75, 

bo th  the real W I ? ~ C  r a t e  rntj. thc cvercge n m b e r  of dzys of enploy&n.t; 

in a' yenr hzd f a l l e n  over t h e  2 r e v i o u s  dec.zde in nos t p z r t s  o f  the 

coun-kry; these is no re&n t o  cssuxe t ha t  th i s  t rend h2s been r e v e r s 4  

s l n c e  +\en. By 1981 thc t o t 2 1  nurnbcs of m r n l .  wacz-e;..rning labourers 

!-cnt ?xd- m r ~ l .  n o v c r v ,  wh ich  has b e a  growing d e s p i t e  a l l  the  develop- 

,crt -~l:::~~;zlng ix the courtr-J over Ylze last 30 yezrs .  

1- / - - ,ou~czs : n e ~ o r t  o; ?.v.r:d i ~ ~ . b . x ~ r  E n g ~ ~ i r y ~  1953- ;5 ( ~ i n i s t r ~  of Labour, 
I : ~ : . T - Y ~ ~ J ~ ; ~  i; O T  1lidi.z) ; .gid L ~ ~ h o u r  3tsre~,u, Iiinistry of Labour,  f o r  
1 9 74 --75 a r.t 2 ,  



Still mother very relcvmt as2ect of * e  'queskions relating 

Lo agr i cu l tu re ,  which havc to be faced in t h c  eont olrt of rural poverty 

and uneraplopent , is thc r c l n t i  onship betuem the  zi z o-disrtributi on of . - -  - . 
- 

land holdings m d  the pa t te rn  o f  e s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m r d  cred i t ,  par t icular ly  

c o o p c r n t j v c  credit which h35 expanded plicnor~enclly over - k c  past two 

decades as p a r t  of dcvelopncnt planning; Thc d2t2 n v d l e b l e  from t h e  

A l l  I n d i a  Debt and I n v c o b e f i t  Survey conducted in 1371 -72 by the  Reserve 

3 mk of Ind ia  arc s m m i s e d  in Tcble 3 in 3 forn  in ~rllich t h i s  r e l a t i on -  

-? 3 of %lr.rc of vaXf;e 
r u r a l  

/ J  share  of each asset mur) 
of - in. the t o  t n l  dcbt ( undcr c ~ c i l  cntc-  

h ous e- lanC or:ncd l ivestock of 21-1 m r z l  how ohold3 
i ~ o l d s  ha mrnl - mne i  by T o t  f i l  

n c ~ o r d i n ~ ~  t o  sourzc  of CTEC 

houoc5alds  ru ra l  P C o-op- Cov t  h g r l  3raf  e- & 
k ou;cholde cr3ti- - coney ;:sion:l 30- 

VCS - l eu -  r.oney 
dcrs l c n -  -- 

d ~ r s  - 
Less than 

10000 63.4 14.9 32.8 36.5  15.5 26.1 42.7 45-0 50. 

23000 - 50000 11.0 31.4 25.7 250.3 34.6 23.3 23-f: 17. 

3 0 r c  than 

rn 
J -' Connilcd 'oy 5hc m t h a r  f o r  t k e  C-dBdcrL~:hncn 9c: :3 r iz l  LCcturcs  d e l i v e r e d  

by h in  unri -r t h o  ::us 2icc:: o f  *kc gniv;.r:ji ty  of 9;cforc! in A ~ r i l ,  1977. 
X-I up-dat-?d m d  r c  v izu2  ~ c x  "13 o i  p ~ c s o  12.2 turcr; is ex?oc kcr; t o  $ 2  ma6y 
f o r  _~ubl ic r . t i e :~  I.3 t t c  x - ; l - s c  oE t2~i: 7er.r. 



It w i l l  be s een t h a t  ( a) tho share of the  t o p  r i c h e s t  15  p e r  cent  

of the rural hou~ehoLds in the c r e d i t - - m b - f r o m - . c o o p r e b . t i v e s  (at con- 

c e s s i o n a l  r a t e s  of interest) w a s  no l e s s  than 65 pzr  cent crf the  t o t a l ,  

nea r ly  PS high as the i r  share in the t o t a l  value of lmd owned by rura l  

househo lds ;  (b) the  share o f  t h e  t o p  4 per  cen t  was well. over 30 per cent 

of the credi t  o b t d n c d  f r o n  coopera t ives ;  md ( c )  t h e  poore r  households 

have a t i l l t o  depend mainly on the t r z d i t i o m l  sources  (i.e. agricultural  

money-lenders , prof e s s i o m l  DmW-lendcrs , m d l a n d l o r d s )  a t  rates of 

i nL erest general ly nuch h i ~ h e r  th an th 0s e c h r g e d  by cooperat ives .  

( ~ v e n  when rz taa  of i n t e r e s t  charged by traders and the l i k e  a m  re~orted 

as verg low, xuch h i b e r  rates are usual ly  collected i i ld i rcc t ly  through 

agreements on b e  nrices of t\c produce t o  be made avzi lable  'to +he 

c r e d i t o r s ) .  

Those who pro;3ose vzrious measures .'sr the bencfi t  of agricul ture 

or of t?te rural  p o o r  should t h e r e f o r e  be c l ea r  in t h c i ~  own and 

-rake c l z  ,ir t o  o t h c  rs , hclr.: - ;-2:::.znl r-  _ .--q elr:,;ct such neasures to be'. 

b e n e f i c i a l  and to whon. When they nsk for higher p r i o r i t y  for agricul- 

t u r e ,  is it nere ly  f o r  incrensil lg the r n t e  o f  growth of agricultural  

o u t p u t ,  or arc t h e y  r l s o  concerxcd ?ritk! q u e s t i o n s  such ,as who pro?-uces 

t h i s  out2ut, which s t r a t a  iil -the mrz l  erces would b e x e f i t ,  c tc?  l!3ul& 

t h e y  be p r e p r e d  t o  countcnmcc r e d i s  t r ibu t ton  o f  l and  ho ld in ,ys  on a 

more extensive s c n l c  t%~a h i t h e r t o  in ordcs to promote greater  e q u i t y  

in the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  benefits? I f  tliis is not p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  

w o u l d  &.cy et l e s t  be w i l l i : ~ ~  t o  s u p p o r t  : r z d i c a l  res.t;ruc-t-lrring of: 

t h e  cony;:rition of znd policies f o l l o w e d  57 cocqerc-kive. soc ie t i e s  

t i h i ~ h  >cvc c l c a r l y  been used so fnr x i n l y  by the r i c h e s t  f n m e r s  f o r  

s c r v i n ~  tlzcir otrn t n t e r a z t s ?  IT n e i t ~ , > r  of .Gl;_is: is p o s s i b l e ,  douSd they- 



sone th ing  could b e  made t o  bicklr: some benefits dotm t o  the  poores t ,  

th c no asurcs they would actLvcly support  f o r  this purpose, md on what 

s c a l e  they mt i c ipa t e  the indirect b e n e f i t s  to a x r u e  to the Imer  s t ra ta  

o f  poc2sants md agricultural labowem? If thcy do n o t  take the trouble 

t o  en l i&ten  us on such q u e s t i o n s  - in case S r i  B ~ x L T  had done so 

z lwady  at t h e  vcr ious  f o r u m  where hc hns  been speaking it has been 

unfor tuna te ly  not repor ted  -- it rrould bc Zegit izatc t o  ques-t;ion 2 t  

least their unders tanding of ~e problems o f  agr icul ture  m d  o f  the 

r u r a l  p o o r ,  even if one is c o n t e n t  t o  Lc-~ve a l o n e  the i r  = o t i  ves a d  

i d e o l o g i c a l  p r e d i l e c k i o n s  , 

Dr.Pa te1  has made h i s  p o s i t i o n  on these i s sues  f ~ i r f y  c lear .  

He favours p r i c e  s u p p o r t s  f o r  ,z f e~ bas i c  necess i t i e s  liko foodgrains  ; 

f r u i t s ,  vegetables, f i s h  =d teat " s o  thzL they get a fair s h a r e  in t h a  

4 

f i n a l  p r i ce  pzid by c o n s w x s ' ' ;  hc p o p o s o s  t ha t  ' ' thcro should hc no 

t h r o u a  e x p o r t s ,  sxcc;7t in tilz cnae o f  -the nos t e s s e n t i n l  i t e m s  of 

c o n s u n p t i o n  which u e  cons idcsc2  a u i t r ? b l c  f o r  p i c e  su:jno;.t 2s wel l  as 

f o r  ;lost cxtcnzivr: public ; i i r , t r i 3u t i  on" ; bu t  Izc s-trcsscs the ne,d .to be 
"t:icre is m i che ren t  clangex of > o l i c i s s  towards  a,.Ticulturc 'b coning 

C X ~  rcnc ly  c7xcii i l  2b out a i i , r i n ;  su rnor  t 9 r i cos  111 roand becmsc  - /fin 
i n p o r t = +  e ~ a n c  of i n f l r _ 3 0 i >  ,lxd 3 n n j o r  C Z L S C  of C C O ~ L O : . ~ ~ C  i r e j k n e ~ S  

Dr.? ztcl. doc s no?; EX;J~CJS v i c ~ : ? ~  02 L ~ r o O 1 ~ ~ ? s  3T ::IS ti-ku-ki  lid 

c r e d i t  f o r  ,?zricul-ture, p r o s n n b l j r  Por  t l ~ a  x:l.son t2L:__.t it is a " ~ u ' a j c c i  

or!. c r e d i t  ; ~ % r i  rc - ln t f \d  I ~ u c  ., AS - r c l l  23 <>n I y s c ?  d i s  l;ri.buL' b~ ?T:, P1 t- :: 



contex t  ~f a d e t ~ l e d  refcxenc? to quest ions  of equi ty  and g rowth  in 

agricul tura. Thcy need only t o  bc guat  ed t o  i ad ic  n t e  horr absu rd  i r e  

S r i  B d r m q  s ehcrgcs, m d  how in fact, by &ving such an open s x h i b i t i o r  

of his  anger agz ins t  Dr.Patcl', ho has betrayed pc~haps '  his own c lass  

i n t  eres ts . 
Given below are sono cx t rnc t s  : 

, 

"One cannot help feolicg th ,st gtven tho d i v e r s i t y  o f  con- 
d i t i o n s  in the country - E T L ~  with our 2enchmt  > fo r  to le rance  
and caexis tencc  in a l l  na t t e r s  - wc would perhzps have a 
combination o f  different s i t u a t i o n s  in d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of 
t h e  c o u n t r y  for many years t o  cam,  . Thus, t o  sone e ~ t e n t ,  

' small but r e l a t i v e l y  inef f i c i e n f  f c0r~13 wi ll c ontinuc i f  o n l y  
becIzus~  of i n e r t i a  m d  lack of ~ e c o g n i t i  on o f  a c l e a r l y  
superior  a l te rnat ive .  If f 3 ~  ~ I ~ C O H O S  can b e  suppl~mented 
by o-Eher n n c i l l a r y  z c t i v i t i e s  , the nl igh l ;  of thci surviving 
small f nmer s  may n o t  be ill t h z t  5ad. B u t  perhaps the nore  
general pa t t e rn  ~ r o u l d  bo the  ei-ierwncc o f  ,z r~o re  o r  less 
Eiddlc -geasmtry  f o r u  c -  c z 2 i t a l i s t  :?pi. -Lt;lrc, &i thex 
g ~ o w t h  nor  equi ty  :;ill h o l i  o firm s u ~ ? ~ ,  =and we t r i l l  a l ter-  
nate  f r o n  t i n e  t o  t i n e  bchxeen ? o l i c i c s  aimd at one o r  the 
o t h e r  in response to c o n f l i c t s  a d  ,~ ressurek  Eron o r  as bet-  
vreen dirf ,:I.,: \ U;-- A, r, : '  ; ~ r d t t c  em.' , . 

"T.0 s a n e  ex tent ,  of con-.sc, we crcn t r y  r,? zl&e t l i i ~ l  somewhct 
un t idy  a~r3. ,-rick sce:lrl. ,. l<. t ; t l t -  I c s  r.:lrla~=.als1e by appro- 
p r i a t e  politics, . Thus m a l l  fcmesr: :rho cling on cam cont inue 
t o  be helped in regard t o  c r e d i t ,  w,tcr. extension f a c i l i t i e s  
and s u n p o r t  p r ice? ,  Thr? ncdLur?-.fc-mc~s 1,..3 b e  denied t h e  
benef i t  b f  s u b s i d i e s  o f  my kiad a d  p R r t i c u l ~ , r l y  those which 
encourage theh t o  enp ley  labour-saving ~ z t ' . ~ o d s  of pmduct ion  
such 2s the use uf t r c c t o r n  ,md !~c??vc;ters. They x y  even be 
~ a d c  to shoulder .m a p p r o p r i z t c  share of t h e  burden o f  s u p p o r L  
i n g  p u b l i c  i n v e s k c x t  ,Td s o c i a l  v c l f  ?re' scheyes, But w i t h  
d l  t l l r z t ,  g r o w  tlz m d  equ i ty  w i l l  n o t  be d o q u a t e l y  hzmonis  od, 
r rk th  "2ltlc r e s u l t  tbnt  thc  p ros?ec  t s  of  ove ra l l  growth md generzl 
well-boing w i  11 be less s n i i s f n c t o r y  if o n l a  because c o n f l i c t s  
within.  s o c i e *  w i l l  c ~ n t i n u c  t3 f e s t e r  n t  n m y  p o i n t s f f ,  

"In davclopirt,- c o u n t r i e s  ~ r i t k .  2 s l o ~ r  r z t c  of hmvth and 
cons id  c ~ z 3 l e  uncnp l~yacn t ,  s o c i n l i s  ztim of  t h e  m ~ T S  of 
;-rrrjcluc ti m d  : ~ ~ ~ r t i c u l c x l g  crf l<-nfi ritn:J thus h v c  its 2ri?.ary 
j * x t i f i c n t i - o f l  not so  nuch in t h e  i .ntcreut of zrorsth 23 in 
t;2e i n t c r ~ s t  of equ i ty ,  Ti3-'.s, I i h l d r ,  is thc w i n  reason  
why s o c i a l i s n  c ~ d c c s  bei;ter s e n s e  ,md has peetur t ~ p o d  at the 
m r l y  sb?gcs of flevr310pucnt in poor  c o u n t l i e s  with gei~crnl ly  
voxy n o d e s t  pron:lccts of d e l i v e r i n g  r z p i d  growth .  Evqn if 
s o c i a l i a a t i ~ r ,  docs n o t  n c s c s s c r i l y  h i t i a t e  coon the process  
of xzyid cmvrth, it ccm 3ervc n v i t , s L  Fu l - -%xe  ir! U l c t  it night 
a&c even: 33x7 z r ~ ~ r t h  l u - s  !-n??lerz3le o~ unccce>tablc thm 
would o tharv i i sc  bc t h o  case. And in t i l e ,  -nd given fcvsurzbls ,  



p o l i t i c a l  m d  o thc r  f a c t o r s ,  the growt11 I r o c c s s  d s o  could 
h o p e f u l l y  be t t c c s l o r c t c J  along this road, n t  least  El l  
such t ine  zs cons ide r a t i ons  of i nd iv idua l  not ivat iop m d  
i n i t i a t i v e  ccm once agzin no lower be ncgloctcd md d i c t a t e  
tcaking a sone~hnt c w e  c a p i t a l i s t  path. Tile trick o r  the 
luck Lies in being able  t o  ,zl t e r  this rhythm a t  t h e  r i g h t  
t i n e  ~ n d  in the  f igh t  d i rec t ion" .  

Tlre case o f  S r i  B d r a  offer ing  a graceful  apology t b ' D r . P ~ t e l ,  

even if not t o  thc Reserve Bmk, is therefore  indeed unm~werablc .  
\ 

However, a S p e d r c r  is a f t e r  a l l  a Sncdccr ma,  cvcn if hc hzs spakcn 

a l i t t l e  t o o  nuch ,md unwisely, tho ~ e o p l c  o f  I n d i n  with thoir c q a c i t y  

f o r  " .t;o l e r m c  c md co-exis tenc e'' : v i l l  pe r5ays  not w a d  suck zn npo logy. 

i.'c should  be s z t i s f i c d  ~ e r c f o r o  if S r i  B a l r m  d v c s  ,ri d z t ~ i l e d  expla- 

nztion of ril-rat prec ise ly  it is. that  hc found o f f  cnsive in 3r.Patelss 

l e c t u r e  -9d,@if imssible,  ind icz te  what hc trould hinself  propose  f o r  

n r o r l o t i n g  growth md eqtiiky in l nd i ru l  n p i c u l k r e .  This is a nodes t 

o n ~ n &  r?c~:lad t-, ' * c  ri.,;-.r.?;.+. ZB F. '%?sic i lczdfr of in te res ted  ci t izens 

in t h i s  country,  and one i iorcs t h a t  S r i  S a l r r n  w i l l  no?; f.51 in sospond ing  .. 

t o  it o r  in bcing z rk icu la ic -  clz ough while do in& so, 

It vras E ~ . r l  rlnrx who s-?okc o f  tho  p c n ~ ~ w - t r j r  as a " s i n p l o  >ddi- 

L ion  of h o ~ ~ o l o g o u s  l = ~ . ; 7 l i t ~ d c ~ ,  TLC!: ns p t 3 t c ) e s  in -? seek f o m  a srck 

o f  P Q ~ ~ ~ O C S ' ' ,  t n d  of t k i r  ;:sl i t ic21 I i e l ~ l e ~ a n c s z .  Thc ir:suc he tr?s 

r c i s i n y  thereby ( ~ c f e r r 3 . ~  t l l c : ~  t o  19th c m b x r y  F T ~ ~ L I C C )  V~J~=S nuch d e ~ i ) ~ ~  - 
:13mLy as to ~; :?C~!ICX pezsmtry CPJI  2t ,211 be regzrded rs 2 "class" and 

r r l l a t  therefore  t ends  to k,y-;?er, in ,-, c 3 u n - l ; ~ ~  : r i t ! ~  3 1arzc l 7 c n a m t r y .  

"The s : ; ~ l l - h ~ l d i l y  ;7c,-.nxLts. f o r  5 vS ,nk  - 1 , ~ ~ ~ -  _.,,> a , ,the ~3.c:; b m  s 
cl f  Chich l i i r a  j.3 si2il,-,,r c o n S . i t i , ~ n ~  but  w i & o E t  c ~ t e r i n g  
i l l t o  ;:.:,.nifclld r o l c l t i o n e  7::i'cf: J Z ~  Lm.~f;hcr.  T!icir Z ~ L Z  af 
-1r o 6 u c i i , ~ n  isola-k,cu -%c-:: f i:o:? o l e  3tk-r i r i s  t c r d  of 
b ~ ~ i . 5 ~ ; ;  tlle:~ i r t ~  ::~ltlid ~ I ; ? ; Z T G C > ~ S O .  ..,*.In s o  f ::.r' cs 
r:i i l i o f i s  of r"~:ili;,s-lfw uyL:L:!i;~ ~c311.3f-kc c ~ ; l d i t i  33s :9 
cxIstai j ; -  tll<:,fi :7,1;.:.."2!;~ f i - ~ r a i r  + - -  r:-;ae- of 1?L;"c, the*' i n t o r e s t =  
.:>A L;. L L c i r  c u l b ~ ~ r :  ir.3-i ; . . . C I S C  ,jY the 1 t3 .o~  clcz2s; ; ,  2116 _jut 
C7. 

. - ,*A-c:.l. 5;: ?I :, ,., : - L +  5-4 :! ~::)~,:itj- - - ,yi + -!;isL l-..'~t;zr, s n ~ y  f a ~ i  a c lass  .. 



In so f ~ r  as W e r e  is ncre ly  a l o c a  intnroannco~on mong 
these s n d l - h o l d ~ -  m t s ,  - m d  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of &ir 
in teres ts  begets no comunit-y, no n ? . t i o n d  bond ,and no - -  

tied o r g m i s z t i o n  & o n ~  t l ~ e x ,  they do not  f o x ~  a class ,  
They aro consequently inc apablc of en fo r c ing  +he i r  c l a s s  
int crests  in t h e i r  om1 i12~3e , vhet;ke r t h r a u g l ~  a parliene-nt 
or khrough a collverition. Thcy cannot  repres G i l t  t h e m  elves,  
k e y  n u ~ t  bc rcprcscnted, Their reprGsentative nust at the 

sane time nppexr as the i r  nzster ,  m an auL30rity over 
tllea, as rn unlinited , ? o r r c ~ ~ z c n t ? l  power t1zri.t 2 r o t ~ c t s  then 
against tho  o ther  c l c s a c o  s-cl sends aten rsin a~d sunshine . 
fron above. Thc p o l i t i c d  i d l u e n c e  a f  t i e  sedl -hold ing  
p e ~ s m t s ,  the re for - ,  f h d s  i t s  f in<?l  express ion  Zn thc 
exccu ti .re powcr subordinn ti ng socic ty t o  it self. " ?/ 

And thb he lirdzed wiw the rc-c~:tlrgence of nonzxchy a f t e r  t h e  French 

Revolution, f irst  under BapoXoon the  Gre,zt: m d  nzain la tm under his 

nephew, Louia B o n a ~ a r t e  (nicknmled 'ITnyoiZcan t h e  L i t t l e "  by  V i c t o r  H ~ ) .  

" H i s t o r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  sF.ve r i s e  t o  thc b e l i e f  of French 
p e a s m t s  in t h e  g i r n c l c  ti-t o m n  nLwcd i : ~ ? o l e o n  worild b r ing  
311 the  g l o r y  back t o  thexi. And m i n d i v i d . ~ d  tu rned  UIJ who 
gives hirns e l f  out 2s the nnn bccauss he be =a the nane of 
Napoleon ...,.. . A f C c r  a v,?pbondsge 3f brcnty ym2=rs md d t e r  
ii ser ies  of grote~que adventures, the legend fillds f u l f i l n e n t  
and t h e  n,m b e c o ~ c s  Zz2eror of t\c French. The E x c d  idem of 
e l e  Plephers 77-s rsnl$:: tsd, bocatiz e it co inc ided  >n th  t h e  fixed 
i d e a  of t h e  s o s t  nuncrous c lcss  of -t!1c Pi=ench 2eo?le... ..Since 
L o y i s  X I V t  F r m c h  hzs eqc r i enccc l  no s i z i l c r  ;~c r s scu t ioa  of 
the pensants Ion  account  of ilerrogogic : , r-ct iccs ' .  But l e t  
there  bc no a i s u n d a r s  t ;n&ing. Thc Bann~zrtc dynasty represen ts  
n o t  thc rcw l u t i o n m j ,  but thc c ~ m  e r . v ~ t i ~ - e  pcmmt ;  not  the  
peasmt th - t  s t r ike= o u t  beyond ti le c o n i r i s ~ n  o f  h i s  6ocicl.l. 
o lds t enc  e ,  k1ie SE,-31 ?:~idii;,', 3ut r c t h ~ r  t h e  ye~+smt who 
wmts t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h i s  110ldi:lg; i l o t  the  country f n l k  :rho, 
linked. up with the  tovns ,  wmt +a oovcrtllrox t h c  o l l  o r d e r  
throngh th~ir own C ~ C T ~ L C S ,  but  on the c ~ n t r c . r y  those  who, 
in s tupef icd  s ec lu s ion  wi t l ~ i n  tkis o l d  -r,sddr, vrm t t o  see 
t h c m e l ~ c s  Cmd t h e i r  holdings saved -ad f:iaoured by 
t!lc ghos t of the enpire.  It re:ire:mt s n o t  thc enl igb ten- 
l i n t ,  but  the s u p e r s t i - L u t i i n  of f i e  ~ e n s m t  ; not his jud6.e- 
r ;en t ,  but h i s  ~ r c j d i c o ;  n o t  h i s  f u t u r e  b u t  his ?cst...." 

?/ "Tile Eight ?o:-ith Baun.-.irz of Louis B ~ n n i , l r t c "  ( 1052) , in ii .ilcrx 
2nd 7 . 3 n ~ e l  s , S ~l uc t ed  -lori:s ( ~ r o ~ c s s  Pa blishei~ , Koscoui) , Vol  .I . 



The relevance of Karx's maly~ i s  to the undcsstmding of deve- 

l o p ~ l e n t s  not  only in Ind ia  bu t  in China over t h e  l n s t  few years i s  t o e  

obvf ous t o  requi re  elaborat ion,  T h e  s a d 1  peasant  w m _  l iberated f r o n  

f e u d a l i s t i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  by ;Tapoleen the Gm at, as he was in India 00 

in s o m  u a a s  under t z m i n d d '  tenure h m d i a t e l y  z f t s  independence 

under JawahzrLal Uchru; but ne i  t h c r  under t h e  two Ec7oloons n o r  under 

Nehm m d  h i s  dmghter, Indirz Gaidhi ,  cou ld  l 5 e  s g n l l  p c s m t s  get 

nucb f a r ~ c r .  Hao did. nose in Chifi?, f o r  the s a d 1  peasantry than c.ny 

of h i s  Libcr,il o r  &I.lnr~st pxedeccssors elscwhero in the t ror ld ,  Y e t  tl.-o 

donogrzphie pressure i n  Chinla hns bcen so sevcre t h a t  even he cou ld  n o t  

c a r r y  the process  t o  .?" sz t is fac tory  c o n c l m i o n  (a~hich required e x t e n s i v ~  

i f i d u s t r i a l i z ~ t i o n )  ; his succmsors are now c r ~ s z g ~ d  in ?. C ~ I I ~ U S O ~  wild-  

goose chmc the  outcone of which is n o t  cer tc in  ;ret, but has a p p a r e n t l y  

l e d  J l r o n d y  t a  thc  c n e ~ ~ c n c c  nf t h r c ~  rur jo r"czPi ta l i s t  z i le&ics l ' in  Chinz 

- nanely M l - t i o n ,  s l o c ~ : l n t i o n  m d  saugg l ing .~ '  This is not  wit11ou-k 

i t s  Lessons f o r  I n d i ? :   if;^ .iap.l~tiox ;>roble:? i~ even l o r e  c q l o s i v e ,  

it has relatively n ~zuch Icrger c?gricultur-l  7 r o l c t z r i a t  l l l r ? ~  China 

, o v e r  hzd,  and it i a , ? ~  yc t not  ?I,R..Z the  kind 3r" s c c i ~ 1 ~ 1  r evo lu t i on  thct  

c m l d  b r i q  2 t  Lczst sor:c : ~ ~ r t i c l  dlcv,? . t ion t o  +ILL- n i s c r y  o f  t he  c m s e s .  

ITeverthclcss, i'fls tcad of co2c z n t m t i n g  all t l ~ i s k i n g  ,md e f f o r t  

on fi3dillf; s o l u t i g n s  t2 Ylcsc  s,-.ssit.e :.dl& ch,-t41,zngiz< 9roblcris - fns 

l i k c  sf which k=vc n o t  h c . c ~  f:~ccci by ~y country >cloa,-ing t o  the ?Test 

( o i t h c r  in k?c  cai!it.?list o r  in tile a o d i n l i s t  b l o c )  - wL f r i t t e r  ?JTW 

31.m l i i l i t ~ I ?  cner.yics t c , * , ~ i y .  o,-c% >Chcr r l o ~ ~ ~  ("qur ; : i s2hr ic  C U ~ S C " ,  

l1 7~s i i r , P n t c l  hn.: t l 2 s c r i b c 4  it), l n o r c  :.:,;re d s o  bem, n~c! coiltinue f a  b e ,  

> l c n  ty a? c mC!i d :..teq sed;i;l,- -:11c rulc .,f ''Ii,-.;7aLcon ":-a L i t t l e ' '  , ?:it;; o ~ ?  : 



r e a l i z i n g  thnt under t h e  chanzod condit ions of +.his c e n h r y  and in 

3 lnrge country o f  I n d i  a' s si ze, they are  unli irely t o  have even as nuch 

luck as Lou i s  B O ~ ~ ; I D T ~ G . ~ ~ '  Since tiiere is DO clear  intellactual grasp- 

of  the nntur o and nnmi+uds of t h o  2 ~ 0 b l e i l ~  t t e y  m e  dealizlg with they 

d o  n o t  cven seen t o  knorr what thcy  zrc saying and doing,  so nuch SO thct, 

if llcrx rrcrc still l i v ing ,  ilc v ~ a u l d  have wondcrcd who rverc r c a l l y  the 

p o t a t o e s ,  thc peasants or t h c i r  $;went p o l i t i c a l  spokcsncn. 

Th2.f what  is required is nore charac ter  than high i n t e l l o c k d i m  

io e v i d e n t  f ron  sonc c,?rk\y observations of a S t a t e  Chicf R i n i s t c r  vrilose 

enrlicr tr,xining f o r  thc j o b  h.?s been no more than as 3 f i ln-star .  

Benc ting t o  a threa t  by z T m . ~ i l  f zmor l a rLdcr ,  :rho hns been asking 

h i s  f o l l o w e r s  n o t  t o  r c ? ? j  l a n ~ ~ s  t o  c o o p e r n t i v e s  ( s ;>art of a L e g e r  

;3ro grmne t o  h i , - l z l i & t  i;lidr p ~ e  v<mc cs) , t h e  Chief Minis t c r  said tha t  

t h e  a f f luent  land-owning class rJns n&ing a de tcmincd  bi2 t o  b r i n g  bzck 

th  e ''@ldonW d L ~ a  o f  f eudzl  l m d l o d i s c ,  ;*2d that  Wtc socre t behind 

the c a l l  <o r  n~n- rc ;>~yr i~ i~+L 8,f tl~.:: Gu.:,s t o  t21.c cooi?er?.tivcs was thz t  the  

b i g  lnndowners )rere thecis elves l a d i n s  nmcy  t o  mz11 fnmers  ,?n?nd f n m  
b 

Icbourers .  I'ihether o r  n o t  hc. J-TP-S whol ly  c o r r e c t  in his s t z t ezan t  of 

f r - c t s ,  it is n3te~rortl-q thz t  his i"i1~1 s t ~ ~ i d ' l l 2 s   rid sonc diuidencls 

n l scady  - n o t  only in term oE c c ~ n o n i c  p o l i c y  b u t  :7erhc?s cven in 

tzr:ls of p o l i  tics. Of csrlrsc n o t  r.11 Chief ! I i r . i s to r s  c m  cfford t o  

hzve s m u  (1-cgrcc o f  ;l?tell_octunl integrity, s i n c e  they  hzvc general ly  

n D  r iLtamnt ive  s o m c c s  gf i n c a s e  of 'i!zcir *x,'.m arc yore d c p c a d c ~ t  on 

t h e  &fluer,.t c?_nsscs,or lcsdcrs  & w e  then in the political h i e r ~ ~ r c h y .  
. . -. 

12 /  - Soe 1; ,I? . X a j  , "Tow.r?xds 3 r ? d i c c t i ~ n  o f  Poverty - AT E u F o p e m  
Antcccc':ei~t", in 3ociot-y 13; Ghcnco: Essays i3 ,Ronour  of 3ncAin 
Zliaud;iuri', Oxf o r 2  TT_?li~~-r s i  ty Press  ( 1 9 7 7 )  ; 2nd "P jvcr t y ,  P831i t i c 3  
m ~ l  2 ~ ~ e ; . a ~ ~ ~ n t  : W~s.tc31-TI Xuroi~e in F i r s t  E : ~ l f  o f  19th c e n t u r y  
-;:I ; ~ c t k ,  *';zi jil 2zc39:.; Y a l f  .>-E the 23 th" ( k k i r  Eussniyr TIenorizl 
L~c5:se~deLlve1~~:~3 .  : ~ f ;  Iri;;wxhhnrn% , smt in i : r e t sn ,  on January 23 - 
: z ~ d  39, 13-77) , LC;::J;,.~C .-nd P . ~ l i  t ic,2i  ' ; ! ~ d : l r t ,  Vol.XTI, TTos .Q,7, mi! 
,:< , 2;Aq ,L- 1 7~ ,.nab,?, .-. r,.l.-Tt.-.rg' - 1377. 



This docs n o t  nem o f  course th2.t. a l l  $he dma.nc2s ~f ffarncrs are 

t o  bc r o j c c t e d  ns incorrec t .  Thcre is  nuch s u b s t m c c  in nzny o f  theu,  

sii'ch as f o r  i n s  t m c e  t hc  &enand for h i & c r  ~ r o c u r e n e n t  pric cs f o r  r i c e  

in We sou the rn  States,Q1 ~ n d  g m c r d l y  the  docmd f o r  securing a 

higher  shzre o f  &he p i c e  :)rid by the  u l t i na t c  consuncrs. But they 

r , c ~ d  b be cxdrzincrl cn rc fu l ly  on the  n c r i t s  of the ccse ,  mil thc  selu- 

tisns found nuat bo not o ~ l y  rcaliskic but such t l l ~ . t  they nre (as D r , P n t e l  

i n d i c a t c d  in his l c c h s e )  "in the r igh t  d i r cc t i 3n1 \  it is 3 disservice 

t o  f nrners (particulnxl t h c  mall ho lders )  t o  reduce such dcnands f o  

populist s logma which c 11clp o n l y  ur,scrupulous 7oliti cians . 
U n f a r f n n ~ t e l y  such o>porfxnisn l  cxLsts today in &all  c m p ,  b3t.h 

w i t h i n  the partiela in ?otrcr m d  mong t h e  a> l>os i t ion ,  fnc lud ing  thti 

p z r t y  hezdcd by o u r  ex-cnzctdcsr P r i ~ e  Binistcr, ? ~ d  ihc p a r t i e s  of 

t h e  ~ c f t  (soi lc  of whon sccz t o  b e  craving f o r  j o i n i q  in sone +Long 

I~Inrch '  sr a t h c r  i s r e spec t ivc  >S the d i r c c t i o n ! ) ,  Thqi h,-.v-e t a  b e  

th cref o r c  exponcd ae rc i l ess ly  vithaut m y  pnr t ia1i t -y  bzsod on ~ . c t u a L  

or prcsur-cd icieoloqical r:ff*itics. It is n o t  y c = . s c - z c . l i t i ~ s  md whnt 

they s F-y Yhzt :.lat+,or 1on:q~r 5ut t h o i r  ~:,rinci]31r;3 ('if anjr) m d  trh-t 

b e y  do,  

. . . . . . - . - - 
. - 

:2E B C .li .I: ~ ~ ~ ~ a n , t i l i  22:. , T i c l i n i J i  c -1 Ch:m::c ,:~iil 3is t r i k n t i  ~n if 
F < G<-.in~ i i ~  i : ; : r i c u l t ~ c  ( ~ i ~ . c r i l ~ : i n ,  1 g r / > )  -, ?.&; Jmi3.sil;*, ... . 

" P r i c e ;  P n L t c y  - r;lli! Zit c T=oS-uc k oil. ::I In".r_", :-In2zr ; r ep  - red  f 31- 
- 7  . 

I ; J ; ~ ~ c u ~  tar 21 Yc>i~o:.:Fc> :I :lr-.s;:3i:, U i . ~ i ~ ~ r : > i t ; ~  5: Chic,s:o, IT-.rcB I ? ,  
19 73. 



1. Footnote 11 on page 16 should  be re-nwbered 10 and should 

read: "China Suf fe r s  fron C a p i t a l i s t  Maladies", The Hindu, 

Jmuary 30, 1981. 

2. F o o t n o t e  1 2 on page 17 s h o u l d  be re-numbered 1 1 . 
3. &,& Footnote 12 on page 17, at the  end of t h e  sentence ending 

".... l en f i ng  nroney t o  s n d l  farmers and farn labourers", and 

c u m  over f r o g  page 16 r o o t n o t e  3 1  rr-nunbered now as 12. 
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