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AGE 

' The Z e r d ~  3 x p e r i ~ n c e  

I 
In Kerala increzse in the age of marfiege Sy itsew did 

nct S ring down the, m b e r  of c h i l d ~ n  a woman hzd. It w2s the 

reduction in infcnt n o r t d i t y ,  due p&ly to the shirt 3.n the 

age or' mcsria~e but lergely to irprorement in medical =d 

mblic. health facilities, which improved the  ch i ld  mrvivzl. 

rate uld t%%s in turn seems to have *luenced the m b e r  of 

1v?i2+, k r d a .  re.z!lj.  shok's to the rest cf 5252 is the 

peed to ccmbixe A1 th~se f ec to r s  a 6 ,  of C O I : ~ B ,  fenale e3ucz- 

tion, It a l s o  cmticns us egainot relying or2y gn r2isicg: the 

zge QI* narriege to reduce the  r-lte of growth of p o w ~ t i o n  

bemuse, going by Kerdaz  s e w r i e n c a ,  %€her E ge of m ~ r r i ~ g e  

d o ~ e  night uell 1ez.d t o  ili61er mies or" growth or" p F u l e t i c n ,  

2% lecst in the imcd ic t e  future. 

The Yew Populertior. Policy (PP) mncu~ced by the Centrzl 

G o v e m ~ n t  proposss tc rGse the  ~ g e  of marriage f o r  @fls  fmm 

15 to 18 and for boys from 18 to 21. TFLs is p ~ . d  of 3 series . . 



of measures proposed to bring d m  the rate of p o p l z t i o n  

grotrt'. to 1.4 per cent by 19g4. It is well 'mown that popu- 
. . . .. . . .. . 

la t ion growth depends primzrily on two  factors, f c d i l i t y  and 

mortality, =d f er t i l i t y  in i t s  turn depe~ds  considerably on 

the age e t  which women marry. ?he higher t h e  age of rnarriap 

the shorter  is the i r  r~proeuctive ~ e r i c d ,  So ob15ously, the 

& purpose of t h i s  u p w d  revisior, or" t5.e f m d e  zge of 

m?%riage is to reduce f e r t i l i t y  S y  p ~ ~ v i d i n g  for a shorter 

Given this objective, it w d d  be instructive to Look 

closely at ITerdal s experience with the f ~ m l e  age of ;ri=riqe 

and i t s  effect on f e r t i l i t y .  Mot only h e s  t h ~  feraale age of 

rnarri~e in Kerda been kig5er t h a  t h e  dl India merage 51 

the last one hundred years or.sa ,  but the s ta te  hes h d  t h e  

'nighest zge of mmrizge in the country. As c m  be soon fmm 

Table 1, the rng&,n ege of nzrrizge of women in K e r d a  wzs 17-13 

for t h z  decade 1 ?O: - 1 0, when the corresponbing d l - I ~ d i a  figure 

WES 13.2; 2T.d ncw whilk the .dl-lr_dia m e e n  age is clos~ to 17 

Eerile's : g ~  5s c l o s ~  to 20, 

A c t  d t e r  i t s  criginal  mover,- w ~ s  .the first piece of legTslction 

on t h e  n h b .  age of rnzrriag f o r '  girls. , It wes passed on 

' September 28, 1929,.end fix& t h e  n i n h  mcrriege ?.ge ol girls 
1 



.at 74 ywrs.   his was raise? to 15 in 1955.) In the 1,920s 

the mepm age of fern& ~zrrizge m a  13.W yc-as. Tdw, t h ~  

meea age of m d z g e  of girls in In6iz is 17.2 ye~rs ad it 

is naw proposed Lo r z i s e  i t to 18 gears. Th~re  is thus some 

s W d t y  betwem w h a t  L- now b ~ i n g  pruposed md w b 2 t  wes 

proposed in 1929 since the  current rnem age n f  marriage f o r  

girls is not fsr bclcw t he  nb%mm zge propsed far enactment, 

However the major p r p s s  c f  rais ing the m i n i m u m  zge af marri- 

age of &ls in 1923 w e s  to p ~ v ~ n t  c U d  marritges which w e r e  

t h ~ n  quite common. A t  that period zfi n a y  ES 93 nut of 1000 

girls between the Eges of 5 and 10 yezrs, md 339 wt of 1000 

girls between the cges of 12 and 1 5  were niarried. The m s e  

cf fixkg, by legislzti-n, the mi.nimm age of nuriag-e cf 

femdes to 14 years VPS to c o n b ~ t  two evils: (el t o  prevent ' 

the evi ls  of p r e n a t u ~  c h i l d  biPth md (b) to prevent the bigh 

1 J  incidence of c h i l d  kridowhoodr kccarding t o  t h e  1927 Census, 

tkem ware 37'5 widows  in every 100G fem3es; of these I@ vcre 

below 15. 

In Iterdz, tlx age of nekr5egc. f i*r girl3 hcs :?em ccm- 

paatipely hiphar without t q r  I c g i s l ~ t i o n  ;?>ecif ic~lly desiped 

f o r  thzk p u r p o s ~ '  This hoa ccne ~hwut  ~siw beczusa of ced- 

t h ~ t  unlike in the rest of Indiz, in Kerd2 the rresmre to 



- 2  

n z r r i a p  w ~ s  rimer verj.. i t r p n d  Whereas in t he  rest of India, 

Erz2lmj.n~ pr~c t i se f i  unixrem~L ~;re-we rt al marrizge for &rls 

and ~ q j 0 b - d  it upon othkr  c ~ s t ~ s  through nrece~ t  pr&2tice, 
I 

b~ Serda ,  the  Yenbocdiri ?r?FLti!ins w?>o (thcugh corpr i s ing  less 

t h a ~  1 per cey t  of t,k,e pcpulc?tion> prodded the i n t s l l e c t u d -  

=w-d r e l i g i . 0 ~ ~  Z e c d e r ~ % p  to verLzus ~ G W E ~  order Hinr",u grmp, 
4 

4' did ~ o t  przct ise  either ~ n - p h s r t z l  or u n i ~ ~ c r s ~ l  nzsriage. 

In fzct,  since only the e ldes t  son m c ~ g  the K ~ s b o o d i r i s  was 

prc-~citerkel nerriage fo r  all t h e i r  @Is d i d  c o t  ~ x i s e .  .Though 
a 

prc-pb~rkd ~ a s r i a g e  KES comcn =cng tke  X~irs end other  Y i ~ & ? t  

- grocps in Kerdc it is voll 'mcm tkzt such carr5~ps  were 

purely syrzbolio? Cf the t w o  r n z r r i e p  ccre~o~iss which t k  

@rls *xidement in ii&r;~a, ths first ceremony, n-ly Td ike t tu ,  

wcs a p r s - ~ u ' z c r t d  cirmo~y. This uEs n e r d y  a religicus s . ~ c m -  

~ent 5 s  wes not i m ~ d i a t e l y  followed by cahs3itaticn. T!E 

ec tud  mer r inp ,  c d l s d  t h c  Scak=6~?, car:e Izt,ep ad WeS pr- 

' fom.ed as c?. prelizinzry to ~-;zI1 mr-risd life. For this 12-ter 

0 -  
I 

corsno~y no eFi w ~ s  sp~c : f i~d .  

3 ne-jor  inff.~er,co 02 t3c f ~ - m d ~  ~ , g e  of n e r r i a g ~ .  3-s is wid~ly 
L 

.hclriz, r? sukst-mtiCL ?rotion cf the s t a t e r s  pcpuletion follows 



. . - -  
descent t h r o u ~ h  +he f e ~ a l e . J , . e .  Qnder t h i s  system, s~ccession 

- _  . , 
.. -.- . - .. . 

1 
is traced through females and property descends from notlcer to 

. - .  
daught:hte$ I Pslo ,whet is inrportant to not$ is that marriage under 

j j j .  I 

i thqs syptdn d i d  hat  c a l l  fcr c h r w e ,  of residence for girls on 
1 . . .  

th&r  marriage. k s  even af te r  the Sanbvldm ceremony @rls 

stayed on in thelr o m  maternal hhcuses. EJaturdly the ozncern 

with  wF.c?n the fact of a n&-&zgeable g5rl stayit?g on w i t h  her 

om parents was r iewsd LT t h e  rest of the  country wss mch less 
. - 

f e l t  in Xerala, perticulzrly among the Mqunakkzthqps, Also, 

the d e s  of divorce for women znd of re-marriage in t h e  event 

91 , of widowhood were au.ite l ibera; -  

These fzctors, nmely  the  ~ j s t e ; r !  cf femJe irheri t=ce,  

the right, of fezeke residssrcc m d  t 3 e  r i gh t  t o  dfvome =d 

re-marry if kidowe5, g w a  t o  I!uzlrr,&katiieye. sronen a ztique S ~ E ~ B  

admown in the  ~ s ' c  05 India. This s p e c i d  s t h s  of woren seens 
. . 

to h~.;e hee tin i r nyo r t~x t .  i m e c t  n ~ t  crJy on the zge of m a r r i a p  

of women but d.so cn the whole of f i ~ c  c i v i l  condi t ios  in 
1 .  

: t k l ~  state.  ?Jot cnly WRS the f ~ m d e  6:- of. m z r i e g e  monz t h e  

group practising !~i~rn&J:zkl-,~-jrm ILig?iar tju-t; the p r o p c r t i c ~  of 

wornel? re~:.,.,inbg urmarrisd wzs d s o  high, a s i t u ~ t i o n  v i r tuel ly  

w h o m  in the  rest of InZic. Sirsce ege nzs specif ied orJy for 

" the ~ r o - f s u b e r t ~ l  ritur?l but nct for Smbzndm, in meny czses 

there W E S  a tende~cy to postpone the m a r i  age of girls . 
Christienity c m e  to the Mdzbm c o ~ s t  5~ the first c e ~ t u l y  

after € % f i s t .  It not  only brou~h t  along w i t h  it Western ideas but 





also  helped in %he spre cl. of educat im, especiz11.y f emde 

educetion.-/ Fenale educatiali -.- - mede greeter progress in 
. . 

Trmcwom =d Cochin t h ~ i  elsewhex in India; %his seemed to 

11 
m&e s d i f f e r v l c e  i~ the i r  civil c o n d i t i o n i ~ t  is a l s o  possi- 

ble  t h a t  the relieims smction t&t Christimity gzve t o  celi- 

bacy hzd i t s  i ~ s c t  on t h s  f ~ n d e  age of n c m i q e .  The r e l ~ t i -  

vely high ~roporkion of the wnerried ;11 Trzvenccre a d  Cochin 

is a%tfihuted to the influence of Christimity. The influence 

of Islm wzs p ~ r h ~ p a  in the cpposi-te riir?cticn sbce  early 
. - .  

rnerriage was quite concan morg t h t  !~bslbs. Jmanp the v~.rLrms 

3 2/ tic? of esrly marriages, me ? f c s l h s  vem d ~ o  leest irflusaced 

3y tbe Westem ed~cztl;.r,n, wit:? t>e =sfit tkct tl;e disce~f.tjr  bet- =/ 
ween 231e ~r?d f e z d o  educ~.+,icn szon;r tko '..Yzslbs UES very high. 

T3us: it would ~ . n e ? r  . - thzt wFSe szcr.g tsle r.~r--Yiqk -7cup 

in Kerala, etiucztio3 or its & ~ s n c c  YES en iqortsxt factor ex@&- 

k g   ti?^ f ~ r d e  a s  cf rzrri;,kc, t b i s  c = ~ G %  be s S d  of t k e  A%ndu 

groups of Kerdz f cr t h e  ~ ~ z l i s r  period. Tkis f z c t  of f i g h e r  age 

of -..rr5-.gc ?cr G!.z"*~ I ~ O ~ E ~ !  L? .?.t krr. of tte t;;'~ntisth 

century c z ~  be direct ly  r ~ l ~ t s d  t c  t ke  h ~ z c t  of Zzctcrs otber khzn 

e & ~ c ~ t i o n .  In pore r~cent yeers kcueuer the s p m ~ d  of e2ucdAon 

has pcssibly becmc m ~qu?J.Ljr i~portz21t  fzctcr  for k ~ e ~ i n g  the 

f r x l e  sge cf n a r r i ~ p  high wen ~sor.g tile Hindu groups in the 

State. W e  educaticn, i~cluding f e ~ d e  educztion hes sprezd 

qu2 t~  fast, the hcld of  the Hm&_l~zth~ym systm. &s f o r  vzrious 



socio-econmic reasons beer! weakeninf. 

%en with l i t e r~ . t e s  comprising only 4 per cent of the 

female populetion in the  men, t h e  menn age of mcrriage f o r  

women w ~ s  seventeen years ir, 1901. It c m o t  be overloo1:ed 

however that  when less then 'I per cent of t he  fcrn~le pople.tion 

in the whole of Indie. was found to be literzte, in K e r d s  the 

proportion was four times 35ghcsr. Also tI?e srjread of fenale 

educ~ticn since t!?en has beer, fsst so th.-t by Icfll, 54 psr cent 

of t h ~  ferr:~lcs in Kerda were literste, with very little rural 

ur5a.n eiffen:nces in literacy rates, This spre.cd cf  educetion 

took place duEing the ~ e r i o d  w 5 e ~  the influence of t h e  r r ~ t r 5 -  

rrc::rl system kt~d s t z r h d  ~.reakening. 4- series of l sg is l~ . t ive  

neesuE u e r ~  zdcptcd ir, tthe ; . , ~ r l y  ~ e r t  of +.ha +Bw~n+,ict:l century 

,. I& 
n t o  dispense ~ 5 %  tbe I-.vils of ~~~ren~~zl~ka%hqym~ ', These nezsures 

considercbly we$cenc;d ths system, Ths s ~ ~ e 6  of fcrnde e h c ~ t i o n  

durin~ t h e  perid mst h a ~ f  :?elxd i n  makin,c u> f o r  t?st wer?l.~n- 

ing Lr so ~ E I .  .?IS if, COPCGME~ the tenZ~~?c;,r towr?rds postpcr?~mer;t 

of . In2esd tire sj-rczd of fen~de  cducztion is rosaibly 

t 3 ~  ~: rorw~st  imCl.uc~ce t c d ~ y  or! t;.le ege of rnprezge, in t % ~  

stats. Bccnt s t ~ r i i i 7 s  cr, v s r i ~ u s  s c c i z l  sycups in Kordri h-ve 

s h m ~  a strofig c c r r e l ~ ~ t i o n  ketwecn erjucation ~ g e  of nwr i ap .  

The p r ~ c t i c e  or' dcwrj which c m r :  along with the change frm 

n~.trjarcl-,v to patrierchy, and which h2s now t&cn root evcn .cmcng 

t!?~ lhirs, EzFFzv~s on2 t h~ ';ellal~ s (other pztrizrchal proups, 

l ike the P r ~ > ~ i i r . s ,  the C h r i s t i ~ n s  1n3 the  Yusl5~s pr~.ct i sed it 

d l  along), has $so cont.ributed to the p o ~ t p o n e ! . ~  -+nt cf  fend^: 



marriage, a d  to the lengthening cf the ec?ucztimal period. 

It is .easy to SG 4 thzt Izi@ schools mc! c o l l e g ~ s  mAe a g o d  

waiting plz'ce f o r  girls . r w a i t b g  mztrimony. 

It can be accn frm Table 1 th~k the r ~ t a  of p&h  of 

pcpulakion, in Keralz has d w ~ s  beer, bi&er thzn the  all Indie 

rzte. T h i s  ~ Z S  hap~ened 5n  spite of the f ~ t  thzt tho mem P-ge' 

of marriage was significw-tly higher  in Yeralz thm the s ~ s t  of 

b-6ie tbroug5w;t the period, 1901-1971. It will be m g ,  however, 

to jiP to the c~~clusion thzt p o p i l z ~ a n  p h h  m.1 few& age 

of ncrriage are positively c o r r e l s t ~ d .  F ~ p i L ~ t i c ~  earth depznds 

as mch on death r ~ t e  5s  or^ b i r t h  r ~ t e ,  2~=~i ,ng  thzt there 5s 

the =me !Fable t?.~.t since 1941 the mir, f ~ c t o r  respcnsi5lo for 

the h i g h r  ppu1at ion  grad in Ker~Js  hes F e w  Yne relztively 

higher decline in de&i r.?-te. TYAo~gh 'cha ostim&e? %id!: ~--,t,s 

in K c r ~ l e  is slso lower t h?x  t h a  dl-In3ic r-itc, the d i f f e r ~ ~ c e  

Cocl?in j ~ r t s  of i i e r~ l z  s e p ~ r ~ . t d y ,  the de-rth rr-tes t h ~ r e  wEre 

si@f icEntP;. lower thy?., the a - K e r d c  e-t-rr,- p . For I 951-69, 

whi le  t h e  d e a t n  re tc  f o r  *.he Treev~aco~-Cochi_rz zcz w ~ . s  ~ ~ 3 c u t  

12 p e r  tho~saqd,  that f o ~  the !;Gaber erai.. wr.8 23 F:r  t b o ~ ~ s ~ a d ,  

giving = overs f i g u ~  cf Ib.? per thms~ad . .  Though hi& in 



&solute term, the dztit'n rzte cf 16.9 per t h m s ~ x d  f o r  KerKLa - 

as a whole k=es lower tllzn t h e  r-Xl-India d e ~ t h  rzte of 25 per 

t h o u e d .  ? ' k s  the  I igher  t h m  averap pop le t i cn  growth in 
I 

Kerda ,  w::s Sue tc t h o  re?.,*.tit.e1;. lower death rzte. 

But t t?~ fect  t h a t  t h e  b i r t h  rate in YCerda was not  sig- 

r r i f i c ~ ~ t ~ y  lower t h ~ :  thc &!--IndZ~i rztc is no3eworthy beczuse 

it i q l i e s  thet t h ~  higher f e v ! e  EEQ cf cerricge did  not l e ~ d  

to a decline in b i r t h  r a t e .  This phcncmenon hzs however no t  

u n n o t ~ c e d . ~ '  In fict the R ~ t i o n a l  Serge  Survey %port 

(~0.761, besed on I L t b  40w.d, showad thzt the m d i e L  f e r t i l i ty  

r z t e  wcs higher k lC~rzlz t h z ~  rest of the  s t z t e s  zs w e l l  B 

- 
j6' It is d i f f i c u l t  tiicreforo to r e s i s t  thz lndia as a whole .- 

temptatior, tc drzw tke i n f e r ~ ~ ~ ~  thzt in K ~ r a i a  et l eas t  the 

3igker i g ~  of n 2 r r k p  proved keffective in lowcirirle: t'nc 

s t a t e t  s birth r ~ . t ~ .  In fmt, o r p ~ L s  hwe 311 d o z g  been SGCE- 

eq-rersed b- t h e  I E ~ C L ~  ~ ~ 2 5 2 9  - 
But t l 7 ~  cfT~ct cn f e r t i l i t y  on t h e  ~ e i s i n ~  cf F.- 

of - ~ l ' r i ~ & e  frcm 12 t o  15 cr 8PPZ to 18, %!re A€! bf 
which thr: >-IS+ ,  -??;crity cf t;ke rurd wc.;En get 
n ~ r r i e d ,  is no2 lik~ly tc producz my sip5ficw-t 
effect cn t9.z f5rki l i ty  of t h e  c o m ~ i t y .  The 
p ~ r i o d  f rm . g e  1E t o  45, t 3 c  ur;rcr l i v i t  of reFro- 
ductivo zge per iod,  is suf,qciel?%l~r 1cr.g t o  ~ - ~ e  ;3 

f e d i l c  wrmm s ix  to ei@t live bi r ths  ?less f i ~ t kcds  
17p f cr f s r t i l i t y  ccz t  r c l  Ere e t t e ~ ~ t e d . -  



But  such scepticisa derives f m m  the feilure on the part cf 

most experts to distinguish b~t.ween the pk?ysical re?m&ctive 

c a p c i t y  of women and their desire to prduce children. i f ior  

dl, if t h e  women's desire to raproduce cm'be ir?f'luenced sig- 

, nif icant ly  by the bigher. sge of mml-kag,?-, and t h i s  should be . . 

so w h ~ f i  the decision ta ps tpone  rn~rriage is volunt2rily tal-en 

by t h e  girls, it shoulk2 m&a z ccnsid~s~kle i x l p c t  on t ha i r  

fertility. 

'I'hc SecpLe Flt@str~.tic~ Systan (STS) was introduced d l  

over India in 1466, reli-7FJle dztz 2.bcu-b t k c  b i r t h  2nd dezt'r, 

r ~ t ~ s  f o r  different p&s of the c c u ~ t r y ,  axe now zveilzble cn 

l o ~ z e r t s  over t h e  pst f ~ v  yecrs in Eerda, as should m&e experts 

sit up and re-ev&uate t h e i r  eerlier sce~ticisrn. 

Curing the five yems 19s to f 773, while t h e  dezth rstc 

declined by 1.7 poifits, from l P , 4  to 8.7 depths per  thcusmd, 

b i r t h  r ~ t s  declir-ed by L. 4 points, f r o m  34.3 ,to 29.9 bi r ths  per  

thmsmd. So the nz tu rd  ra.te of grcnth of: ~opulzticn for t 3 o  

s t ~ t e  fs l l  f rm 23.9 to 21.2 per thous& .18' C-icg by thc SRS 

figures, Kerala" dctth r.z.te hss now reached n level  which is 

c r n p a r ~ - b l ~  with t?e d ~ z t ' -  rr;tcs prev ai1ir.g in the dsve lopd 

comtr ics .  So there is little: scope f o r  my furtkr decline. 

F m  t h e  ppint of - d e w  of p o w a t i o n  ccwtI . ,  Kerdat s growth 



 ate of popl-s t ion a h d d  decline he rcd te r  xcre or l c s s '  bj 

tli~ sene points 2s its b j r t h  rrte. Jnd since, .:s nctod nbove, 

the ki&h r?te h2s started dsclinimg ~t the  rste of one point 

every yeer, the popla t ion  growth sbcdd a l s o  decline zk t%e 

r ~ t e  of o2e point u\-er"j year, 

This tr<=d towcrds declhimp b i r t h  re tc  in Ksrdz is 

colnfirrned by cormspond.bg f erkKLity rctes, which t oo  have 

f ~ i l l e n .  The fertility rzte,  in terns of the number  of children 

born to a g a p  of 1,CM! wmen t h m x ~ ' 1  t h e i r  npmductive yeers, 

doclired for rural Ksrda frcn 4.3 in 1969 t.o 3.8 Tn 7Q73. Tks 

?a/ cor resFondin~  ~21- fnd ir  r ~ t ~  f c.r 1769 wes 5,6.& A recent s k 6 y  

of t 3e  prinery schccl ~ r ~ r n l n ~ n t ,  skcvcd tkL?-% t k e  =m& rate of 

gcwLh of enml-.znt in tk.,n first ;I%?r cf ?rkpry schccls d~clined 

f rom r,'t>c~t 4 ~ : ; s  C E E ~  in t?~- firsf; >?If. of the e M i ~ s  to 3.6 . 

per cent i n  the SECGII~ hzlf rZ t k e  s h t i k s .  Piis a@n c c ~ f h s  

t h e  declirLrg trznd h Fi&h rr ts disclcserl by the SI;1S, 

C E ~  cns zttri*&c t'ne wccnt i?eclizle in t3s bi r th  mte,  

??owevor cl.clwd, tc the ccr.kimc?lly r i s i ~ p  age cr" merriage cf 

c e ?  i a ?  'I"r!ure i~ ccnsic',erfble force in t3e v i e w  that 

the r i s e  in the r l e r r i ? ~  r g ~  need not by i t s ~ l f  m c h  mc3 cf m 

i n p ~ c t  on fe r t i l i ty  r~ tc s ,  beczuse YPE st-zn of r ~ p ~ u c t i o n  

period is still suffici~ntly long to give FA fertile woms.n six 

tc eight - l i x r e  Sirths. 3ut sxch rz view seem t~ o v e r e ~ h e s i s e  the 



Kcrala India 

B i r t h s  Per Deeths PET Births  Per E ~ ~ a t h s  Per 
1 ,Coo 1 ,mo 1, ocrl 1,mo 

~ @ p u l a t i o n  P o p l e t i o n  P o p u l ~ t i c n  Poyxl3~kicn 

(2) (3) ( 4 )  (5s 

sou*& : ';Xcc2c3ic %view Eie~flw5", =e St ~t e Flw-~ing hoard, 
Cave -en+, of K e  raa, Trivznclm 

Tm~rli&s ~ h - r s i c ~ i  ..;_srect. ?lso ae wes noted E ~ O Y C ,  IT:oTtdit;r rctes 

ha-e decl*-cd ccgsiderrbl;. E~rmZe pad hzl-6 ncw macksd lersl 

cczrzr~?le with ';f.cse n m v c i l t n ~  i n  t h ~  d c v e l o ~ ~ d  =.c;@ens of tke 

world. This d o z l h c  iq r o r b d i t j r  i t s e l f  mst h a e  'rJe~n, to scme 

extent ~t la.-st, t h e  rr~u3t cf t b e  risi~g f m d e  zge of aerriage in 

the stztc. H i e o r  T , ~ C  of m..rri: ge of  @rls ~ l z t u r d y  m e a t  avoid- 

ence of p ~ ~ ~ n c i c s  ~t ?.2 im-Ctur~ nge -?ad e q c s a E  tc the fish cf 

c h i l d  b i r t h .  T h i s  thc k@er a E E  of rr;vriqe ?lone could hzvo 

bo~ght  out z m e  low:-*g of 50th inf3gt ~ c r t d i ' c y  =tes ~ n 6  

natemal ~ o r t , d i % y  r.?.t~s. I r X ~ m t  ncrt-lity in t i a r d ~  had fsl len 

shcq ly  durinq 1950-70 z;nd w ~ s  the lowest ;Ji 1ndi;i in 1971; ~ l s o  

the fern~le expcctrtion of life c ? t  b i r th  in Ker~Ja w a s  tke bight-st 

(see Tzble 1 1. 



While-the lower than,aver?.p rctes of both rnrtcm-1 snd 

marriege, this c e d r i n l y  could not  h ~ v c  ~ G C E  ~ c c o ~ l i s h ~ d  without 

the sunzorting h ~ a l t h  and n ~ d i c d  services which Kcral~  now offcrs.  

Lft~r a l l ,  u n t i l  f 941-50, t h e  i n f a t  rncrtality in KerrJ~ w51s &om 

the d l - I n d i p  a d  this wc?s so in. spi te  of t h e  hi#er  thm 

2-varage f emle  age of nm-riage. Kerdc: provides not only b s t t o r  

but d s o  mch mere d i s ~ c r s e d  n e d i c ~ l  md public h e ~ J t h  f ~ . c i l i t i e s  

2s corpued 'to. cther strtgs?' is a result of t'lis thers is not 

o n l y  a  nerd d ~ c f - i n 0  in thc dezth rzte ?lid d i n f ~ n t  n o r t d i t y  

rzts but in'the expc ts t ion  of life ~ t .  birth f o r  both rides ~ x d  

f c n ~ l e s .  LAfe eqec tcncy  5 . z~  d o ~ k l c d  EerrLs in tllc l ~ s t  forby 

yecrs. The f e n . 2 ~  lifc cxp~ctr"-r,cy in X e r r . 1 ~  is ~ctuzllly higher 

A* ~ : ? F E  y - 2 1 ~  lire c ~ e c t  ;:c;., ,ss. in Y?e T'evelcpd c o m t r i ~ s .  Thsse 

1 ~ v e l s  FZ;G b.:5r6 ~ ~ % F L c s +  cr2y -cc?tLy r s  the n e d i c ~ l  &rid h ~ d t ? ~  

s e ~ c e s  h ~ v e  e ~ r e z d  w i d ~ l y  to - p ~ r t s  of t h c  s te te .  

hrith t5e !iocLine ir: i n f m t  m o r b d i t y  .in p a r t i c ~ l ~ . ~  ~d 

mort&i",y in generd it is cr;? x t u r d  t h a t  the prosy?ct cf 

6 : s k = ~ i 5    IF,::^ C O T T C S ~ C ~ , ~ ~ P ~ ~ ~ -  iqzovr-6. This 

has c ~ r t ~ i n  i c p o r t a h  inplicctio~s. REcent o t u d i ~ s  in some &hcr  

c m t r i ~ s  h ~ x c  skcm t h q t  there s ~ s t s  p-li inverse relctionahip 

bctwc~n c h i l d  survivorship a d  f e r t i l i t y  rett.2~. In ?~?g l~ .de sk ,  

it wns fo~nc?  th:t mothc:rs who l o s t  .-,$ild h ~ d  P1?. 5 ch i ld ren  Fore 

22 / 
on the <:ver2gc tE?m meth:.i.s who did c o t  lose c h i l e  In E m t l  

a study of a s ~ q l c  cf wcnen nged 15-47 showed t h a t  those who hzl 



l o s t  A child hrd mcrrl! Y i r k h s  ~-r_d d s o  f i  l~rger m b e r  of 

To 31-ving ' c h i Z 6 . r ~ ~  t'.;-m tbcce who hcd not l o s t  a chilr',. 

th r:xt.jrit tt;~ t risi?:~. fe~ele ag3 of narrizge contri5utss to 

bprcrvad child s ~ r v i t ~ ~ l ,  particl;lsrXj when it is comkimd with 

bprovements in modic4 a d  ~ u b l i c  her35h s~m-rrirses it can SF! 

slid to ccntribute tc reduction ir, f e r t i l i t , ; ~  rztc. Im_nrovem~nt 

in f e ~ d c  sd'c:cnticn d s o  ".zs i t s  inpect or! t 3 e  w a e f i f  s desire 

to re~roduce  ~ n d  thereby cn the i r  f e r t i l i t y .  

L e t  us @ Sack now to th? co~nec t i cn  betwe.cn f s n d e  

lifXT-?cy 2nd the  age cf rnzrrizge, we hatte s.:a zbovs thzt thou€@ 

t h ~  higher thm e7:Eragc. 3g-e ol" rs.rriRp in K s r d :  w ~ s  the  O U ~ C ~ C ?  

of tI;e scmcwkzt unique socio clLltuml forces prevai l ing thorn ,  

mce?it, t k a s  s & ~ c ~ . t i c n  esscs t c l  kzvo 'c~eorre the strcngsst  

rr:ctor to risk up t h e  e CT 2 1 m i e g S Z Y  U S U ~ I ~ ~  w::~n a pc~i- 

tive sts.),istie-l r d ~ t i o n s ' n i ?  is f 04 b c t w s ~ ~  educztic3 znd 

age of r n ~ r r i ~ g f i ,  cne t c d s  irn,~j.-+di~.teX,v to icfer t?mt it is 

r 1sr:rlicit i~ it ie th:! r:salm?t$c.? th-t .~ge of rnz r r i . ?~  

is %lie ~ S B ~ K E E : I Z ~  - vh--i~'T:le. 311t c o ~ l d  nct  th E € n U e ? C c  5~ scre- 



school end for l o ~ g e r  p ~ r i w k ,  ;!istoricdly, at, leest  in 

Kerele, the higher age of nerri~.gc crne first therLks .to o t b - r  

fsctors,  a d  thc exrmsion of f ~ m d s  o&catZon C E T ~  mch 1 ~ t e r .  

Once t h c  girls were s e n t  to scbocls ar~d coU.cges, their educa- 

t i o n  c.eu7.:" ~.:.~?.i.rtly ~hj. its 7.d in pushifis- GT tb pge of 

marriage s t i l l  furl3er. It shmld thus h ~ v e  been the i n i t i a l  

feet of t l ~ a  h i g h ~ r  age of  r;l_-arria@ which hcalpd Kcrda  I F E ~  t h ~  

rest of the  ccuntry Lrt the s~here ~f f c n ~ l e  cduc~ t i cn .  

CcZ-:cLT~SIO!? . 

T h s .  wh~t. '  do find ir! Kordz? J; mcrc sh i f t  in t 5e  age 

of merrizge, w i t h a ~ t  f ~ n a l e  eticcztict.1, i i d  not ( ? e c ~ r , s e  the 

number of chi ldrsn  z wonzn hcd. P3.s higkcr cqe of nmriage 

d i d  perhzps create s fevourp-ble ztrcsphero f cr t h e  s p r ~ s d  of 

&ty r ~ t c s ,  duo pzrtly t o  s h i f t  CI Cre ega of n z r r i ? ~  Zut 

largelj. to ir~prcvenent in n ~ d i c d  zqd n b l i c  h ~ ~ J t 3  fzcilities, 

which bprovad the c h i l d  survivorshin  a?. t h i s  in turn stens to 

h s ~ e  infltienced the n u b ~ r  cf c 5 Z 2 r ~ n  ;.wcmer? m x t e d  t o  have. 

T h u s  it is t h e  high egc of f ~ r d e  -!~rrlzge v i t 3  a cor5inEkicn. 

of d l  the  P?;OVF: T ? . E P ~ ~ c I ? - z ~  f - c t o m  w7:ick Ec;.rns tc ?AVG ct last 

-- 
broug5t 2cwz-1 the Firtl.l r r r t z  ir c c r ? S ~ .  2 ~ G T G  shift jr- t h e  R ~ Z  

of rn~xri~.ge, w i t k o c t  c well d i s ~ e r s ~ r j  nedicol  ~vbiic heal th  

serv ices  as well zs fzc i l i t ics  for ftlKtde educ~t iolz ,  cwli! n c t  

have been mch effective. :*ha% K ~ r d c ?  r ~ a l l y  shckts to the rcs t  

of Ind ia  is-tho ncr.d to cm3ine 221 t h e w  f ~ c t o r s .  It plso  



c ~ u t i o n s  us against relying only.  on higher zge of marriage 

to reduc'e t he  =te of growth of p o p l e t i o n ,  because going by 

Xeralafs c q x r i s ~ c e ,  higher D . ~ P  of mamiage d o n e  mirht w e l l  

l e d  to highcr rztes of growth of poplztiolz,  s t  leas t  in the 

irmedicte fiture. T ~ F  ~ ~ s t p c n ~ r e n t  cf r ~ r r i a g e  cm be viewed a 
t 

es 2 device not  m3.y to 're$uce t 3 e  rcproducticn spzn Fut z l s o  

the level of femele ~2uczt im; i t s  u s ~ f b h e s s  Fa a dccoqaphic 

instrument themfore c m  be cor?siderahlc, B u t  unless postpcne- 

- _  
ment of fernde ma-ris~s is zccoqxmiad by a signific.mtBinp+ 

verrrent in-medic,d a d  rubliz health fac-ilities cn f k e  one hand 

m d  e d u c ~ t i o n a l  f ~ c i l i t i e s  rn the o t k r  hend, mis ing  the age 

of n ~ r r i e g e  d c n e  irw nct s e a r e  the d~mogr~p3ic  ms-dts the  

WEW Populz%icr, f olicy, given if s t i r e  perspective, is eim5ng 

at. 

Kotes 

(1 wZsh to the& X.1: Sririvps an.'; K.F. k j  for kleir 

veqq k e l p f i l  s ~ g ~ ~ s t i c ~ s ,  but. the respons i ' t . i l i t~  for the views 

The t l - I n d i e .  Cec&a ~ f i ~ c r ' t  or" 1921 ;cut ,it .-s fo l l ows :  ' ;(I) It 
implies Cohzk i t~ t ion  a t  FA immature age s c m o t i n ~ s  even before 
puberty and pr~ctict7l;y e lways  bzedictoly cn the f$rst sign of 
pui:.erty resul t ing  ir?. grave physi.zd c f f ~ c t s  u cn the  girl md ir, 
rf l the e v i l s  of p r c r + ~ t u r ~  child 3 i d h  end (2 7 in t 5 e  event of 
the h s b m d  dyhs t'rp cl?ild-w5f~ is i~ Shs cc:s2 cf the C L ~ ~ G S  in 
which the  refizrriage cf wit-lows is pmhibi+,-f! lcft e widow for 
life: ' .  =The 1737 141-,India Census Report, w h i l e  reviewing the  



positicn imcdiatcly z fhr  the  Sarda hct c m e  b t o  effect, 
ernphasised the s z ~ ~  zsrect or' early marria@ Knus : l r1 f i f a~ t  
rnarfizge n z t ~ r ~ J l j r  k t - o l v ~ s  i%fe;t7t widowhood, ;I f e z t c ~  cf 
no s i ~ i f i c ~ c c  w?-.ere ~ r a r r i ~ . ~  is e l l cwed Sut of sericus 
jmportar.cs where it; is E O ~ .  "Age and ?;r . r i tF i l  St atus: , 
Cegsus Centenaxy F!ona~zpkr Vo.8, Census cf Trdia 1971 , 
Chapters VI d V I I ,  pp 130 an? 153.  

2. In the primel;. stetcs of 3,-.rcr',e F E ~  I f y s o ~ ,  z p  of mr-rriage 
had beefi t he  subject of lcgisls.tior, m c h  earlier. Tne I n f a t  
Mnrri~ge Frcrc-ntim Lcw of I s 4  in B a r o d ~  f i x e d  t h e  m i n k  
ege of narrizg~ f o r  g i r l s  et 12. In FTysore e. l zw d & h g  beck 
to 1891, prohibited the mcfriage of a girl mrler e i g h t  years 
of age. 

3, T.14, Velu PTllei, (I?.@), "The 5'rava:corr; S t a t e  l-ime14', The 
Tmv;incom Stc te  ?%rmd':, T3e  Trzvrnc ore Govcment  Frcss, 
Trivmdm, 'ITo3.ime I, p 391:. .Qso it has her. c c n t ~ d e d  t h ~ t  
infant nqrriege was f o r ~ i g n  tc t he  ezrlior i rhzbi ta ts  cf 
India and. t h ~ t  it wp,s i ~ ~ r o d u c c d  by t h e  >-sye.~s. See ':Age ~ x d  
M ~ z f % o l .  Statusu, Ckpter VII ,  p.120. 

5.  fn this wcy the  Kmbodiri ."c'-111-2y wos ~mt*~l?ttid  fro^ s ~ l i t t i n g  
i n t o  s ~ g m e ~ t s  r& wes c-nzbl~d tc n?5r.tzir! ill s z ~ c a e t r r d  e s t ~ t e  
intact over I $ E ~  g ~ ~ ~ r c t i o ~ s ,  Cf carsf  ~ ~ ~ z b o c E i r i s  did p-rcetise -. 
polyemy d s o .  Sc l~e5dcr ,  D X ~d Ca@, -> - .~?JE-L~  (1961)~  . * 
i . i e  i - I ~ J r i i s ~  rsity cf C d i f  cFiz F-=SF, p32O. 

It I s  estimtcd t k 9 t  t i l l  1931 l c s s  tkzn hdf of the p o p l ~ t i o n  
ir, tth regions nscw cc~s t i t u t i c . g  Xerzla fc l loxgd  the 7ztriarch~LL 
system, kaown IccGljr  c.s t l .1~ l-:a:--k~+,h~qy~a .;ystm. Phis imcludec? 
the Cl:ri?tinr:, ' , ' -Q?~+F : : ~ s  Zi,2312 n,,-.e+es mc?: ?F ? r ~ > - ~ ~ s ,  

-1 X 2 ~ ~ d s  md P ~ r ? y m s .  LZ ms$ of 3% poyletim fo l lowd either 
M~n.n&ketbyz~ syster or t: T T ~ Y E ~  s y s - 5 ~ ~ .  C Sursndrm~.thm Xeir, 
(39673, "Zffgcts ~f l ! : ~ r G k t i ~ r ? y r :  C T ~  t h e  F e r t i l i t y  Fc+,terr. of 
K.cr~La", me Dernop~phLc %sc:trcl-,: Ce& r: , ?ura~u cf Zcono~invs 
=d Stetist lcs,  Triv~z:?rm. 

9,  "ht Rncnc ?kyars, ?. krmr~r C G ~ * ~ ~ ~ U C S  .t;hx12~h to bclcnc tc 
thc frmily ir. which she is 3cm: ?y:r! t h e  sc-rrud r c l a t l o ~  whic'i~ 
she fcrma, or her sc-callcc? ~ e r r i r g c ,  c p w n t ~ s  in 1~ m i t h ~ r  
to givs hus the c?cnicilo cf 3cr ?wsb?.~d ::or t c  crz:,zf e a d i s -  
a b s i t y  in hz r  tither to rcr;l?.rrj cr to put rzr_ e d  to k r  



n ~ r r i m g ~  a% )..ex p l ~ . , e s u ~  during hzr first hushmC1 s l i f e t f .  
Wigrm, Bcrhnrt ( 1 9 ~ 0 ) ~  l:~&bar Law s$ Cust~n", C ~ R F ~ F ? F  
1, p 13. 

10. i;Thc Miss5 onarics wem t k s  first - t o  establish drls schools. 
The ezr l ios t  c f for t  was th,p.t of Yrs ! J E ~  fin 1819 , . . gut t h e  
F'issicnerias uem not nf5rdy ccntcnt to ~.ist,?hlis5 schcols. 
Th.y tr'.cCI tc iqfl.uznci. CUS~ 5c o p i n i c ~  ix the m t t c r .  They 
p b l i s h d  p~npk1c- t~  or, thc  zdv~rt,sp=s 0." fcncrle educcticn 
PA. ~x9ortcd p c p l e  to send their girls tc school.tz F~kg~rn 
fdya, 19&, V h i  Trzvmcom St?,te l*ycc?ud';, V02.ure If, p 474. 

17 .::me i n c r ~ ~ s e  in tbe r n ~ b s r  of tbb u r n ~ x r i c d  ,?ttcndcd bv a 
cormepording d e c l i ~ e  jn tho  ~ w k e r  of %he married is mostly 
ch:::.racteristic cf ssch i d . r n l y d i  cests  or z c m u n i t i a s  2s qrz 
edv.mcsd ir? 3ngl.liz.h ~ducczticn" ', Census cf India, 1931, 
Gochin, Charter V I ,  p 46, 

12. ';Ti! 1 t . 1 ~  car\v f!ace=-?cs of t h o  ~rcsezt cerrturf it wFe c ~ J y  
nap- t e znjority c.f ?.ksli;rt &k13 wer.? r~rrisd :3e?cre 
t9ey WETE ttwlve p r r s  old1'. I, SE~.:3hr.r2r: I+.~.rcn, 1952, 

1 'tlfer~l:?. District t c - a? t t~e r s '~ ,  C ~ ~ ! E F T : ~ ~ ,  I ~ B V E ~ C G T :  cofr~rnn 
nent Fr-ss, p 279. 

f 3. "The E!uslin~ hzve ,.lti~~s occuried t :-a l?.~t ?l.-.ce in l i t e r ~ c y  
m o ~ g  the f cllcwers cf d i f f e ~ n t  relig5c:s LY the  Stpte . . , 
The r ~ s t r L r i c t i s  m : c i ~ c d  by t hc  :=tl~%!! s;.sfzr: m s t  to e 
p~.t cxkent -ccafv  for  tfre f r c t  tht ?re  'kt -C:.T~ 

fcw 1:'uslin wornen Kzle t o  x ~ . d   end ~ri te ,  s-rd tl?e d i s p r 5 t ~  
betwec-n the m~lss ~934 fr;rr.cles in literrcy is p ~ t e s t  E o n p  
?Zlsli~s who h ~ v e  230 1iter::tes in elvery 1 O M  a&es ht ~ n l y  
4l'litcr~tcs + t '?~ spns w b c r  of f ~ ~ ? 2 1 * ? 6 ,  P . R ~  fc.r every 
1@Q t.:~le 1itZrF't~:~ +-noq VIC? thcr9 bat I? ferale lit+ 
r?.tt.s, " Census of Indi?, 1931 Cochin, p f 95. 

14.14 m b e r  of l . l iws  we?;: ~ ~ s s ~ d  in Tra-r.ncor.\, CoeKq zTL3 
:i?lrFrr r?*rsns cf tk:. rr:s~~t-r!?:f 3-rde, - d t h  p. V~:;Y to 
x g a ~ t i n n  n~rr5 .c  ge, mcca ssion a?. ;:&i.+ior. W P E ~  the 
f?.%ri.7r~k*! ETCUFS mT? the ? . P ~ * u s ~  ~f *,%4~e ~ , ? W S  W2S such 
t h ~ t  led scFa CSSPTVR~S tc cch?~stn;c; t\-:rr! ~ . s  '"rovidinfl: for 
t r ~ n s i t i o n  fm m:htri.~rck.g tc ?r.trierc5yf'. L !! KIrishn 
Iyer, 190, "Socipl J-listor,r.of T F I T ~ E ~ ~ ,  iTo1me 11, F 86. 

15.  his higb;r e.ge cf ncxrir ge h?s hcncvss nct  resultad in t\& 
lessening of t k a  f e r t i l i t y  of the worr:er: ir_ the  s tz to  ~s 
co~pi!=d with otkr FL&QRS in the country, Nbile wonen in 
o th2 r  si.ztss wit!: ywnger age 5% rn~.rria€: ccr,~. l let~ their 
reproo'uctivc life in t h <  ecrly ?Os t h e  Ksrelz womn bvc 
high fertility evcn apto & y ~ e r s  of r p " ,  G Ch?a+rzsakhfircn, 
l'Fcpil.~ticn Orcwth in Keral?. ; Its I~plic:rtions", Dtmopzphic 
R~serrch Ceztre, %mzu of Eccnonics P A  Stytistcs, Trivoni!rurn 
1%5, F 43. 



16. Neticn~Cl Senple Surv~y, 1963, "Fert i l i ty end 14ortdit;r 
ht e a in I n d i a  C 1 &th Aoun-~.) Ii , ThIbe r 76, Go-# e mefit  of 
M i a .  

17. K K h t h e n ,  I m ~ c t  of t h e  39nily Plnminp Fovern~nf 
OE t h e  Il?c?ia~ ~ 0 ~ 1 1 > t i o ~ ~  in ' 'Fppr6 Ccitributed by fdim 
Ruthcrs to the t"or1ci I)op:.'_a%5c.n Ccr_l"er~r.ce~\ 2elgr?.de, 
Yugcslwin, Cfi"ic.-. c: tke qc~ief re.r-Tei~r?.l. cf Isldia, 
T%5, p 2#. 

18, The results of thcsr3 S C ~ J F ~ S  F r c  ~uSli~kc.C! ~ c @ ; l ~ r l y  i~ 
the Sm:plc P~g5str.vtion Eul le t in  issued by t h ~ ?  Re&trzr 
General, Indie, f.?Ms+,rf Q? zone r*f J"r.irs. 

19. S ~ ~ p 3 . 8  : ?e@st r~ t ion  2zFcrt,' i .hb&r 10, Euri:?u pf Economics 
and St'tistics, Kerzla, IV5. * 

21 . Cantre for Developncnt Studies, 19'75, lF?~-rerk>-, I k o r f l o p n t  
e r d  Devslopxnt Fclicy: I:. GF-sc Study cf Selected issues w t t 3  
~ f e r e n c e  to IIG~PJE", tTolme I, Chsr;ksr XI. 

22. Schittz, P ~ u l  T, ' Retrcspective 3vidancc cf F, P c c l i m  i~ 
Fert i l i ty  and Child l<artzlitj. in G e n t r d  %st F & i s $ ~ h ~  
Dmiogr~pY~, .'k~gust 1V2. 

23. S, HPSSFJ? ,  I T ~ ~ ~ C F C C  of C'515 Mcztnlity cn 7":rtAlity, F F . F ~  
presented et the  Lr!nud met ing  of the PcpulP,tic.n f :ssoci~t icn 
of ~'~erjce. ,  Fen Yor?~, J q r i l  1966. 
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