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AGE OF MARRILGE OF Hb¥EK AND TCPULATICH GROWTH

" The ¥erala Experience

Lecla Culati

In Kerala increazse in the age of marriage by itself did
nct bring down the numter of children a woman had. It was the
reduction in infent mortelity, due partly to the shift in the
age of marriage but largely to improvement in medical ard
public-health'facilities, which improved the child suryival
rate and this in turr seems to have influenced the number of

children a woman wanted to have.

What Kerals really cshows to the rest cf Indiz is the
reed to combine all these fzctors and, of course, female educe-
tion, It a2lso cauticns us against relying only on raising the
age of marriege tc reduce the rate of growth of population
because, going by Kerala's exverience, higher zge of marrisge

alone might well lead te nighsr rates of growtn of pcpulatien,

gt least in the immedicte future.

INTRCODUCTICN

The New Population Folicy (¥PP) anncunced ty the Central
Government proposes tc reise the age of marriage for girls from

15 to 18 and for beys from 18 to 21. This is part of a series



of measures proposed to bring down the rate of population
growth to 1.4 per cent by 1984. Tt is well Xnown that popu-
1a£ion growth depeﬁdé p£imariiy on two factors, fertility and
mortality, and fértility in its turn depends considerably on
the age a»t which women marry. %“he higher the age of marriage
the shorter is their reprcductive period, So chvicusly, the
main purpose-of>this upward revisicn of the female zge of
marriage is to reduce fertility by providing for a shorter
reprcductive period,

Civen this objective, it weuld be instructive to look
closely zt Kerala's experiencerwith éhé female age of marriesge
and its effect on fertility. DMNot only haé the female age of
marriezge in Kerala been higher than the a1l India average in
the last cne hundred years or.so, but the state has hzd the
highest zge of marriage in thé country( 4s cen be scen from
Table 1, the mean age of marrizge of women in Kerala was 17,13
for the decade 1207-10, when the corresponding all-India figure
was 13.2; erd ncw while the all-India mezn age is close to 17

¥erele's =ge is close to 20,
SARDA ACT

The Child Marriage Restraint Act, alsoc known as Sarda
Act after its original mover,-wes the first piece of legislation
on the minimum age of marriage for girls, It wzs passed on

" September 28, 1929,  end fixed the minimum merriage age of girls
. s



‘at 14 years. (This was raised to 15 in 1955.) In the 1920s
the mean age of female merrizge wes 13,87 yoars. Tnaay, the
mean age of marrizge of girls in India is 17.2 years and it

is now proposed to raise it to 18 yezrs. There is thus some
siﬁilarity between what is now being provosed and whet wes
proposed in 1929 since the current mean age nf marriage for
girls is not far belcw the minirum age prop;;ed for enactment.
However the major purpose af raising the minimum age of marri-
age of girls in 1929 wes to prevent child marriages which were
~ then qpite commeon. At that period as mzny as 93 ~ut of 10C0C
girls between the zges of 5 and 10 years, and 399 ~ut of 1000
girls between the ages of 10 and 15 were married. The purpose
of fixirg, by legisletimn, the minimum age of marriage of
females to 14 years was to combet two evils: (a) to prevent‘
the evils of premature child birth znd (b) to prevent the high
incidence of child widowhood;/ Lccarding to the 1921 Census,
there were 175 widows in every 100G femeles; of these 148 were

below 15.

In Kerala, the age of merriage far girls has »cen com-
peratively higher withcut eny l=sgislation specificelly designed
2/ . . . :
for that purpose7?” This has ccme ~heut meinly because of certain
clearly identifizsble socizl and culturel facters, It appears

thet unlike in the rest of India, in Kerzle the rressure to
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subscrube to the sestric lrw enjoining e2rly and universal
. = - ' q ) - -
marrizge wss never very strongs Whereas in the rest of India,
Erahmins prectised univerzsl pre-pubertal marriage for girls
and enjoined it upon oihir crstcs through precept and prictice,
in Kerala, the Nambocdiri Brehmins who (theugh cormprising less
then 1 per cent of the vepulation) provided the intellectual
and religious lezdersfiip to varicus lower order Hindu groups,
) -
. . . . . L
did rot practise either pre-pubertzl or universsl marriage™
In fact, since only the eldest son amcng the Nemboodiris was
) Y g
suprosed to mzrry a Narbcodiri girl, meny terboodiri girls
remeired ummerrizd for &1l their livesg So the guesticn of
pre-putertel merriage for all their girls did not arise. Though
pre-putertel merriage wzs commeon amcng the Fairs and other Hindu

- groups in herela it is well known that such marrizges were

purely symbolicg/ Cf trhe two marriage ceremonies which the

[ ]
girls underwent in Xerzla, the first ceremony, namely Talikettu,

wns o pre-pubertzl ceramony. This was mersly 2 religiocus szcra-
rent ~rd was not immediztely followed by cohzbhitaticn., The

-

actugl merriage, czliled the Simbendam, came later and was per-

H < L

0

" formed 25 a preliminary to reel merried lire. For this later

cerenony no age was spzcified.

“he f=mily organisation in Yerala zlso probably exercised
L]

a major influence on tre female age of marriage. 2s is widely

*
1

xnown, a substantizl protion of the state's pepuletion folleows

N - - . 7/ .
the Marumeklztheysm syster of inheritzrce.,— Marumakkathszyanm is



cthe state, Mot only was the femzle aze of merri

descent tﬁrough the feEale.line.- Under this system succession
is‘traced through females and ﬁrOperty'descends from mother to
daughter§/ Aslo‘w t is 1mportant to noté is that marriage under
tnqs sy;tem did Hot call fer chrnge of T'e'suience for girls on
+hear marriage. Thus even after the Sambandam ceremony girls
stayed on in their own maternal housee. Naturally the econcern
with which thehfact of a ﬁaffiageable girl staying on with her
own parents was viewed in the rest of the country wss nuch less
felt in Kerala, particelarly among the Marumekicathayas. Also,

the rules of divorce for women and of re-marrizge in the event

- . Y O
of widecwhood were quite liberal?

These fectors, namely the system of femezle inheritance,
the right of femele residence end the right to divorce ard

re-marry if widowed, gzave to Marumaxkathsya women a unicue stztus

unknown in the rest of Irndia. This specizl status of women scenms

to have had an imvortznt. impact not ordy on the zge of marriage
of wemen but zlso on the whole texturz of the civil condition in

Eal
i

£e among the

)

group practising Merumakkathzycom higher but the propertion of
women remaining unmarried wes zlso high, a situetion virtuzlly

unknown in the rest of India. OSince age wes specified only for

.the pre-pubertel ritual but not for Sambendam, in many cases

there was a tendency to postpone the marriage of girls. .

Christienity came to the Malgbar coast in the first century

after €hrist. It not only brought along with it Western ideas but



TASLE 1 : MZAl ACE OF MARRIAGE AND' CTHER DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF KERALA

Mcan Age of Marriage Crowth of Po- e
pulation India. Infart Mortn- L3 trracy
H.Dnﬁ.rm. HA.OH.BPQ and HAOH.NPQ e B Tewb Ban . oI T S R
e De: ate Lty 9a e
Dececads : Decenniad. ~Birth Ret: —Death Rate ity Potes InAia Ferala
Mzles Femgles Moles Temalces Percentagc  India Kerzla India Kerala Indie Korala ———m———- i =
Varialion Valrg Pamplag Malaq Papal
.— v - c . ’
: (1) (2) Indie (gyterria () (5) (6) (7) ()
1901-10 20,5 13.2  23.33  17.13  5.73 11,75 4AR.2 42.6 A o83 0,69 22 4
1911-2¢ 20.5 13.6 23,87 17.35 -0.31 9.16  4R.1 : £7.2 38,68 212 242 10.56  1.05 26 5
1921-30 ° 1&.4  12.6 23,31 17.80 11,01 21.85 46.4 36.3  33.76 176 210 12,20 1.1 32 12

1931-40 20,2 15.0 25,63 1966  14.22  16.04 45.2 40.0 31.2 29.1 16R 173 15,59 2,93 37 14

1941-50  19.8  15.4  25.60 19.35 13.31 22.82 39.9 39.8 27.4 2.3 1R 173 RA.95  7.92 50.0 315
1951-60 21,4 6.1 26,33 19.85 21,50 2476 /1.7 38.9 22,8 16.9 112 Th o 3hohh 12.90 54,2 38.4
1961-70 22.2 17.2 - - 24,66 26,29 32,82 31.9 17.3 Q.24 122 - 61 39,51 18.44 66.5 53.9

Source: Golumns 4,5
ou H3<Ms&dmﬂu33b.. and, "Towords Tquality , Repord of the Commit

' India, December, 1974. \

"Fact Book on Population and Pamily Planning! mmuosomﬁmvrmm

mmmom ch Contre,
e on the at

us of Wom:m in’

Column R: Registrar-General of India, Final Fopulation Totals, Census of India Paper Mugmber 1, 1962
b R .

~

Column 6: oobmc.m of Irdia, Paper I of 1971 Supplement, Provisionel Population Totals.



also helped in the sprezd of education,«especially female
N [ V2 . :

education.— Female educatlon mede greater progress in
Trzvancore and Cochin than plsewhere in Indiz; this scemed to

. : . L A/ :
meke a difference in their civil conditiont— It is also pessi-
ble that the religious sanction thal Christianity geve to celi-
bacy had its impact on the female age of marriage. The relati-
vely high proportion of the unmerried in Travancere and Cochin
is attributed to the influence of Christianity. The influence
of Islem was perhzaps in the cpposite directicn since ear1y

merriagze was guite comron emong the Muslims. Among the various

religiove groups in Kerale tha Musiinms heve theo higheet nrepor-

——i
T\J
\

ticn of early marrizgest— uslims wers also least irnfluenced

by the Westerr education, with the result that the disparity bet-

/
ween male snd female educeticn zmeng trhe Muslims wzs very rwgr—}

Thus, it would arnesr th at while =zmcng the non-Hindu groups
in Kerala, education or its ehf;rcc was 2n import=nt factor explain-
ing the femele age of rarricce, thi§ cannct te said of the Hindu
groups of Kerala fer the sarlier pericd. The fzct of higher zge

of marrisge feor Findu women in Kzrals at the turm of the twentieth
century csn be directly r:lsted tc the imrsct of factors other than
educzticon, In more recent yesrs however the spread of education
has pessibly become an ecuslly importznt fzcter for keeping the
.fem~le agelof marriege high even ameng the Hindu groups in the
State. ¥While education, including femele ecducation has spread

quite fast, the held of the Marumekkethayem system has for varicus




socio-economic reasons been weakening,

Bven with literstes comprising only 4 per ccrnt of the
female population in the aren, the mean age of marriage for
women was seventeen years in 1901. It canrot be overlookéd
however that when lese than 1 per cernt of the femele population
in the whole of Indiz was found to be literste, in Kersla the
proportion was four times higher. Also the spread of female
educaticn since then has been fast so thot by 1977, 54 per cent
of the femzles in Kerala were literste, with very little rural
urban differvnces in literacy rates., This spresd of education
took place during the period when the influence of the matri-
=r¢hel system had started weakening, £ series of legisletive
meesure were adopted in the s:=rly part of the twentieth century
"to dispense with the ~vils of Merurekkathayam”.lé/ Thess mezsures
considersoly wezkened the system, Ths spreed of femele educeation
during the period must have halred in making un for that wezlken—
ing in so fer as i% corcermed the tendency towards postnonement
of merrizge. Indeed th; syread of femzle cducetion is possibly
the strongist influence today cor the age of marriage, in the
state. BRecent studics cn varicus scci=l grcups in Kerela hove
shown a strong ccrrelation betwscn education and age of marriege.
The practice of dewry which came aleng with the change from
meiriarchy to patriarchy, and which has now taken root even =z=meong
the Mairs, Ezhavas snd the Vellalas (other petrisrchal groups,
like the Przhmins, the Christisns srd the Muslims practised it

all along), has also contributed to the postponerent of femals



marriage, znd to the lengthening of the educaticnal period.
It is easy to scs that high schools and colleges meke a good

- weiting place for girls swaiting matrimony.

DECLINE I' TELTH RATE

It can be secn from Table 1 that the rste of grewth of
perulation, in Kerala has always been higher then the 211 India
rete., This has heppened in spite of the fact thet the mezn age
of marriage was significantly higher in ¥erala than the rest of -
India ﬁhroughout‘the period, 1901-1971. Iﬁ will be wrong, however,
to jump to the conclusion thst populetion growth and femele age-
of marriage are positively correlated. Fopulaticn growth depends
as ruch on dezth rete =s on birth rate, essuming that theare is
nc rigration inwards or cutwzrds. In fact, il cen be scen from
the seme Table thet since 1941 the main fzcter respcnsitle fer
the higher population growth in Keralzs has teen the relatively
higher decline in dezth rate. Though the estimated birth rzte

in Kerela is also lower ther the all-Indiz r:te, the differsrce

is only marginel. fctuslliy, ii one took tho former Trovancors-
Cochin parts of Kersla éeparately, the desth retes there were
significently lower thsn the gl1-Kerszle averree, For 1951-6C
while the death rete for the Travencore-Cochin

12 per thousand, that for the Malabar arez was 23 psr thousand,

giving an overall figure of 16.9 per thousand.. Though high in



gbsclute terms, the death rate <f 16.9 per thousand for Kerala

as a whole was lower than the z11-India deszth rate of 25 per

thousand. Thus the tdgher thzn average populaticn growth in

13
Kerala wrs due te the rrlstively lower death rate.

But the fact thzt the birth rate inhxerala was not sig-
nificantly lower ther the z211-India rate is noteworthy beczuse
it implies thef the higher female‘ege cf’ marricge did not lead
to a decline in birth rate. This:phenomeﬁon has however not
gone'unnoticed.li/ In fact fhe Kational Semple Survey Report
(No.76), based on 14th Round, showed that the mertiel fertility
.rate was higher in Keréla than rest of the states as well as
Irdia es a whole. -2 Tt is difficult therefore to resist the

temptation tc draw the inference that in Kerais at least the

-

higher zge of marrisge proved ineffective in lowering the
state's birth rate. 1In fact, experts have all a2long been scme-

what scepticel about the demegraphic effectiveness of raising

the minimum ~ze of wmarriaege. Let us gucte here an opinicn

exrrecsed in the Indlzn conboex*.

Sut the effact cn fertility on the rzising cf zge

of merriage frem 12 %o 15 or even to 18, the age by
which the vast ~zjerity of the rural women get
raerried, is rno% likely to produce any significant
effect cn the foriility of the community. The
period from =ge 18 to 45, the upper limit of repro-
ductive age preriod, is sufficiently lcng te give 2
fertile woeman six to cight live births unless methods
fer fertility centrel are ettempted.lz
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But such scepticism derives from the failure on the part cf
most exper£s to distigguish between the physical reproductive
capacity of women and their desire to produce children. After
all, if thc women's desire tc¢ roproduce can be influenced sig-
. nificantly by the higher zge of marriage, and this should be
so when the decision to postpene marriage is voluntarily teken
by the girls, it should make a ccnsiderakle impact on their

fertility.
DECLIME IN RIRTE RATE

The Sample Registrzticn System (SES) was introduced 211
over India in 1966, and reliszble data abcut the birth znd death
retes for different parts of the country, are now aveilable cn
a yeer-to-year besis, Thess data reveal some interesting deve-
lopzexnts over the pest few years in Kerala, ag should meke experts

sit up and re-evaluate their earlier scepticism,

During the five years 1968 to 1973, while the death rate
declined by 1.7 poihts, from 10.4 to 8.7 desrths per thousand,
birth rrte declined by 4.4 peints, from 34.3 to 29.9 births per
thousznd. So the natural rate of growth of populaticn for the
stete fell from 23.9 to 21.2 per thousand.lg/ Geing by the SRS
figures, Kerala's death rate has now reached a level which is
Eomparable with the deat® rates prevailing in the developed
countries. So there is 1little scope for any furthcr decline,

Frem the point of view of population grewth Kerala's growth
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rate of popg}ation shceuld decline hercafter mcere or less by
the sezme points as its birth raté; hnd since, =s ncted above,
the birth rzte has started declining et the rate of one point
every yf zr, the population growth sheculd also decline at the

rate of cne point cvery year

This trend towerds declining birth rate in ¥erala
confirmed by corresponding fertility rates, which too have
fallen, The fertility rate, in terms of the number of children
born tc a group of 1,000 wemen through thelr repreductive ye=zrs,
declired for rural XKerala frem 4.3 in 1969 to 3.8 in 1773, The

. . o 19/,
corresponding 211-Indiz rate for 1969 was 5.6. A recent study
of the primery schcel enrolment showed that the anmial rete of

growth of enrolmernt in the first yesr of rrimery schecls declined

from socut 4 por cent in the firet hzlf of the sixties to 1.6

per cent  in the second half of tre sixties. This again confirms
the declining traznd in birth rete disclessd by the SRS,
FURLIC UELLTH FACILITIES
Can cnz attribute the recernt decline in the birth rate,

wemen in ¥ersls? There is considershle force in the view that
the rise in the marrirgze cge need not by itself meke nuch of
incect on fertility rgtes, becruse the sran of reproduction
period is still sufflclcntly long te give & fertile woman six

te eight live wirths, But such & view szems to overemphzsise the
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TARLE 2: RIRTH AND DWATH RATZS 1268-73

Kerala India
Year Births Per Deaths Per Births Per Deaths Per
1,C00 1,000 1,000 1,000

Pepulation Populstion Population Populatien

(1) (2) (3) (L) (5)
1968 (Rural)  34.3 10.4 39.0 16.8
1970 (Rural znd Urban combined) 32.1 9.2 36.8 15.7
1971 t 31.6 9,1 36.9 14.9
1972 " 31.7 9,1 36.6 16.9
1973 (Bural) 29.9 8,7 34.6 15.5

Sourcc: "Eccncmic Review Ker21875") The Stete Flarming Board,

Coverrnment of Kerala, Trivendrum

imredisic physicel mspect. F1sc as wes noted ebove, rortality rates

have declined considersbly in Kerale and hzve ncw reached 2 level
corparzhle with these preveiling in the developed regicns of the
world. This decline in rortality itself rust have been, to scme
extent 2t le-st, the result cf the rising female ege of marriage in
the state. Highe? age of marrisge of‘girls naturally meant avoid-
ance of presmencics zt ar immoture age and expesure te the risks of
child birth, Thus the higher age of marriage ~lone could have
bought ebout scme lowsring of both infint mortality rates end
maternal mortaliiy rates. Infant mortslity in Kerals had fzllen
sharply during 1950-70 end wzs the lowest in India in 1971; =lso
the femsle expectetion of iife 2t birth in Kerzla was the highest

-

(see Teble 1).



While.the lower than aversge rotes of toth meternsl =nd
infant mcrfelity rates can be attributed teo the rising sge of
marrizge, this certsinly could not have beirn sccomplishad without
the suprorting hcalth and medieal services which Kerala now offers,
After all, until 1941-50, the infant mertality in Kerele was above
the &ll-Indir average and this was so in spite of the‘higher thon
averaée fermale age of mzrriage. Kerela provides not only hetter
bﬁt also mch ricre diSpcréed medical znd public hezlth facilities

1/

as cozpared to. cther strtess /s a result of t-is there is not

D

l

only & general decline in the death rate ond infant mortality
rate but iﬁ'the'expectation of life at.birth for both males and
femeles. Life expesctancy hes doubled in ¥orzls in the last forty
years, The femsle 1ife expectency in Kerrslz is cctually higher
then malc life expectancy, as.in the develeped countries. These
levels have baen attzinzd only recently s the medicel and health

services hzve sprezd widely to 2ll parts of the steste.

With the decline ir infant mortality in particular snd
mortalily in gereral it is cnly natural that the proepoct of
chiid survivershir should heve cerrespendingly improved., This
has certain important implications., Recent studies in some cther
countrics have shown that there exists =n invirse relztionship
between child survivership and fertility ratss. In Banglsadesh,
it was found th:rt méth@rs who lost o child had (.5 children more

’ . . 22/ .
on the average thrsn moth-rs who did not lose =2 childT— In Egypt,

2 study of 2 sample cf women &géd L5-147 showed that those whe hzd
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lost a ¢kild had meore births arnd a2lso a larger numher of

: e . . 423/ .
surviving ‘childrern trhen these wiho had not lost a childs To
the extont thst rising femele age of marriage contributes to
improved chilé survivsl, particularly when it is combined with
improvements in medical end rublic heslth services it can be
said to ccntribute te¢ reduction in fertility rate. Improvement
in female educnticn alsc hes its impact on the women's desire

to reproduce end therehry on their fertility,

FEMELS EDUCATIOR

Let us go back now tc the connecticn betwesn female
literacy and the age of merrisge. We have scen 2bove thzt though
the higher then average age of marrisge in Xerals was the outcome
of the scmewnizt unigue sccio cultur@l forces prevailing thare,
in recent times ecducstion szems to heve tecore the strengsst

: 1y -~ .24/ . .
factor t6 rush up the age of morriacgeT Usually, when a pcsi-
tive statistical relstionship is found betwsen education znd
age of mrrrispe, cne tends immodiately to infer that it is
tie hizher level cof literscy wiich lea’s to pestyerement of

t ie the cssunrticn thi-t ~ge of marriage

marrisge, Imrlicit in 1

L

is the depercent varishle, Wabl could nct the cemusnce ho scme-

what different? It ie wessible thet the higher age of merriage

itself prompts pecpls to keern their zirls st




16

school end for longer periods. Historically, at lezst in
Kerela, the h;gher zge of marriage'ceme first thenks to other
factors, and the exrension of femsle education came much leter.
Once the girls were sernt to schocls and colleges, their educa-
tion coul? crrieinly rley its rert in pushing up the 2ge of
marriage still further. It shculd thus have been the initiel

fact of the higher ace of marriage which helped Kerela lead the
g g g T

rest of the cocuntry in the srthere of femele educzticn.
CONCLISION

Thus.what. do we find in Kefala? A mere shift in the age
of marriagz, without fémaie educétion, did not decrease the
rumber Of.children a women had. The higher age of marriesge
did perhaps create a favourable zitmcschere for the sprezd of
female educetion. It was ncvevar “re mauctien in infent mort-
elity rrtes, due partly to shift in the zge of marriage btut
largely to imprcvement in mediczl =nd rublic healt!
which improved the child survivership and this in turn seems to
have influenced the number of chiidren z weman wanited to have,
Thus it is the high =2ge of ferzle merriage with a corbinziicn.
of all the shove menticnsd frctors which scems to have st last
brought down the hirth rate in Xerala., 4 mers shift in the age
of marriage, without o well disperses medical and public health
services as well as facilitics for female education, could nct
have heen much effective. ‘hat Keorala really shews to the rest

of India is thre necd to corhine 211 thess fectors. It also
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cautions us against relying only- on higher age of merriage
to reduce the rate of g;éwth of population, because going by
Kerala's experience, higher age of marriage alone mirht well
lead to higher rates of growth of pepulation, =zt least in the
inmedicte future. The pestoenement of merriage can bs viewed a
p .
es e device not cnly to reduce the rcproduction span bﬁt also
to increase the crances of child survivorship and to improve
the level of femele education; its uscfulness es a demographic
instrument thercfore can ke considerable, Bubl unless postpene-
ment of female marrizge is eccompanied by a significant’impfb:
vement in medical and rublic health facilities cn the one hamd
end educational fazcilities on the other hand, raising the age
of marrizge elcne mzy net secure the demographic results the
New Populaticn Folicy, given its time perspective, is aiming

at.
Notes

(I wish to thaerk M.¥ Sririves an? K.¥, Raj for their
very helpful suggestiors, but the responsitility for the views

and cpinions expressed is entirely mine.)

1. The £i1-Indiz Census Rrport of 1921 put it =s follows: %(1) It
implies ¢ohekitation et an immature age sometimes even befors
puberty and precticelly elways immediztely on the first sign of
puserty resulting in grave rhysical effects uper the girl and in
c11 the cvils of premature child hirth and (2) in the event of
the husbend dying the child-wife is in the cuce of the castes in
which the remarriage of widows is prohibited left = widew for
life™. *The 1931 All-Indiz Census Report, while reviewing the



positicn immedistely after the Sarda Act came into effect,
emphasised the same espect oi carly marricge thus: "Infant
marrl_ge neturalily involves infant widowhcod, # feature cof
no significance where rewarriage is 2llcowed kut of serious
imporiance where it is not." "Age and Meritel Status,
Census Centenary VMenograph Fo.8, Census of Tndia 1971,
Chapters VI and VII, pp 130 and 153.

In the princely stetes of Bercda and Mysore, age of merrizge
had been the subject cf legisletion mich carlier. The Infant
Marriage Freventicn Lew of 1904 in Barcoda fixed the minimum
age of marriege for girls at 12, In Fyscre a law dating back
to 189/ prohibited the merriage cf a £irl urnder eight years
of age.
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