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Gyanwma is a f o r t y  f i v e  year '  old Ezhava h r i c k  worker. She;-l;;i%.~8 

i n .  s q u a t t e r  se t t l ement  about. %wo ki lometres  a u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  lid* df 

Trivandrum, t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  of K e r a l a  'Sta te .  She has six chi ldren ;  

t h ree  boys and th ree  girls., - ~11  h e r  ohf ldren  a r e  grown up; even he r  

youngest, a boy, is  about four%een . . .  years of age, . Among h e r  s i x  

. ih i ldren,  f o u r  a r e  a l ready  marr'ied arid ithree  st,^ sepgra t e ly  i n .  t h e i r  

pwn homes'. Her o l d e s t  son s t a y s  with  hi@*own :family, a couple  of miles 

away from where Gyanamma lives..  But h e r  two niam?ied 'daughters s%ay 

nea r ,  h e r  i n  t& same . se t t le&ent .  SO' ~~~ how l ives wi th  her. 

f i f t y  t h r e e  yea r  old husband Krishnan, h e r  r e c e n t l y  married son, 

Divakaran and h i s  wife ,  and h e r  teenage aaughter  and' son, G i r i j a  and 

Anu . 
The Rouse 

Gyanamma l i v e s  i n  a medium s ized  hu t  b u i l t  on a f o u r  c e n t  piece 

of land. - The hut  'as t h r e e  roons, one 10' by 10' and two about 5 f t  'x 

a f t .  One of t h e  l a t t e r  two r0orr.S i s  u s e d a s k i t c h e n s .  The o ther  roo= 

which is- e x a c t l y  t he  s i z e  of the' k i  tuhen i s  us6d by Eivakarm .and h i s  

wCfe. The walls a r e  made of unburn b r i c k s  and t h e  roof i s  thatched. 

There is a s m a l l  p la t form b y i l t  i n  f r o n t  of h e r  house where they can 

z . i l  s i t  .down aqd r e l a x  i n  tlje evecing. o one side.  of h e r  k i tchen ,  

.tl>.--re i s  a small thatche? enclosure  b u i l t  'wi th  palm fronds f g r  t h e  

;oats. Both of the  of;3er two room have sepa ra t e  entrances.  One 



&-&eres the  kitohen f x 6 ~ ~ , ' % ~ ~ Q $ ~ r 6 6 m ,  which i s  also the l i v i n g  ' 
* , * ,  .~ . ; .. ' 

room.. This room has &'l$:,!@S&'g~d'& ijindow overlooking the s teep 

ridge. 

. ~ 

Before,this p,&%33&$@e&,;~?+tt&nt of huts  came i n t o  existance 
. . . . 

.<. -, ' - 
some ten  years .hok.;-:@i~.&iEe o'.i vhich it i s  b u i l t  was a waste land 

8 . -. 

belonging %g.:@6*3&%&&$. .Y?$-w&s a. s teep '  skope f u l l  of bushes and 
. . 

t rees .  &i&lg,!:.%%e 3 % ~ .  f i r s t  s e? t l e r s ,  Gyanammats husband. and sons 
.. . . . 

cleared,  t&* ~$wa -a' c-ed out a house s i t e  f o r  themselves. The 

particul@ r.a,b of houses, of whfch Gyanamma's i s  one, i s  a narrow 
" 

ribbon-iike s t re tch .  of land on -5de top  of the slope, barely wide . ,,.~ , 

enough For a hut t o  perch on. I.ctually, from ~y&amma's . . back window 

a l l  t h a t  you s e e  i s  a s teep s lo i - ,  with huts  precariousl~r  per&hed here 
. ,. ..: 

there,  giving one the f e , e l i ~ ? ~  t ha t  they might f a l l  a n y t h e  the : ! ; .. 

ra in  lashes out. However, the window a l so  comands a f an t a s t i c  ' 

d,istant view,' looking on t p ' k  xcAe and r: vast  s t r e t ch  of green. 
. .. 

Gyanamma had t o  move in to  ~ i i s  settlement t en  years back a f t e r  

she was svicted from a similar s.!tt'lement i n  a11 area which now comes 
. . 

. . 

wi-thir, tlia c j  t j  I i n l t s  o: .rim. ' She and her chi ldren were 

working already f o r  br ick  kians i n  t ha t  v i c i n i t y  and decided t o  movG 
. . 

her+ as (a; t h i s  too w a s  a l s o  ::overnment land and (b)  it had a 

number of br ick  k i l n s  close by. A l l  Gyanamma's family work fo,r t h ~  . , 

ki lns  except her  husband. Her -3ldest son, however stayed behind 

near the o ld  settlement t o  work For ' the  old brick k i l n  where tney 
. .  , . .  , 

a l l  were working .hefore. He w a s  already- married and wanted by then; .t 

s e t  u p . a  separate house with h i s  wife. 



m~he hua*iand 

... .. . .L 

Gymamma i s  r e a l l y  t h e  head of t h e  househsld ~hon&~hii$~ husban8.. 

.%s xfe& mu& .there,-: Krishnan, -Gyanamgj*,s husband gav&;i$;'vr3&: f o r  

good some 5 back. He spends h i s  time minding thi.&ii:&&:s 

( a  mother and two k i d s ) - a n d  ~lool?:&g a f t e r  the  house. WheG *&$nan~ 
- 

r - t i r e d ,  h i 8  union paid him sbme s o r t  of e a t u i t y .  Out of t h a t  h e  
, , . ~ 

had bought a female goat  f o r  -Rs,  l50/-. This goat  h a d  two kids. 

M t e r   it 'went d r y ,  ~(r ishn&'sci ld  ,;it md bought a n o t h e r  goat  ready t o  

d e l i v e r  w i th ip  a month o r  so.' ~ r l s h n a n  kept t h e k i d s ,  however, so  
, .  . 

t h a t  once they are .  mdwn up-.each bf ~. .them w l L l  f c t c h  a f u l l  p r ice .  

Krishnan frequent ly  works '*s' a 'baby: s i t t e r   not only  f p r  h i s  

married dzughters  l i v i n g  i n  $he same se t t l ement  bn* a i s o  :for o ther  

Ezhava neighbours. Though t h e r e  a r e  p&le from all c a s t e s  l i v i n g  i r  

t h e s e t t l e m e n t ;  t he  Ezhava f a m i l i e s  tend t o  s t i c k  together .  

Kr i shnw once ueed t o  be ,a boatman t r anspor t ing  c,oconut husks,  

. t a k i n g  them through %he backwaters, bu t  now he. f . ee l s  $ 0 0  old and h i s  

eyesight  i s  weak. Boatnen. who t r a n s p o r t  c o i r  husks i r&;very  o f t s n  

t o  spend ~ i g h t e  on the  boat  when t a k i n c t h e  husks t o  t h e i r  prop,?r 

d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  r e t t i n g .  It i s  a s t r enous  kind of work involv ing-  

long hours bu t  l a s t s  only a few days a week. 

KrFshnan spends h i s  time now t ak ing  t h e  goa ts  g raz ing  i n  t h e  

r a ~ r i n e  at  t h e  Soot of t h e  s lope  m d  c o l l e c t i n g  grass and leaves  f o r  

them t o  eat .  H i s  o t h e r  two comyulions dur ing  t h e  d& a r e  a c a t  ant! 

a dog which t h e y ' r e a r  as ~ & e e h o l d  pets.  The c a t  keeps t r ack  ,of tk: 

r a t s  and the dog guards the house when Krishnan i s  o u t  g raz ing  the 

goats. Being a man, 'he  does n o t ,  nor i s  he expected - to ,  he lp  1:- 

jzm. with  my of t h e  femaie ty-pe.l t a s k s  l i k e  c a r r y i n g  water,  sweepir:ri 

-the house o r  cooking, thatlgh l i e  has p len ty  bf t ime ,=& even envgy .  



' \ 

gci& d s p d ~ .  far @ i f ~ ~ ~ l r ~ I f & L - n e p t  that when . . 
~ . -  

hie  ' IS~.&, gave milk he sold i t  to the  t e a  shop. and bought with t h a t  

.w,neg h i d i a . t o  ernoke t.ea %-drio& 

Her. Children 

None of Gy&mranars six children weht %,Q sohool. She has 
, 

t rained thein a;ll as' brie~k w o r k e r s . ' ~ ~ k f i $  . kern along with her  tg  work 
. . 

a8 they. && ap.. The br ick  industfy ii , h e  where people of pract i-  

c a l l y  all;-age,s emi work. I n  a way it is a, ~ t s ~ ~  f dr p&ents to  

send children there. t o  earn a l i v i n g  before i t i s  good far them. 

SiAce the wages are paid aboording to the qu%ntum of work done, a l l  

have a chance t o  perf&% upto t h e i r  feapective a b i l i t i e s .  

She would have very much l iked her youngest son' 8nu t o  go t o  

school. Actually she could hat-e spared him f o r  when it w a s  his tu rn ,  

there were a t  l e a s t  two o r  three  easning members i n  the family. 

Ear l i e r  @anamma could not  af ford ' the  luxury of sparing any of her  

otl1t.r chi ldren f o r  school; She needed al l  t he  help  she could ge t  
... 

-4.0 make both ends meet. Unfortunately, An9 W a s  not at a l l  in te res ted  i n  

s tudiee  and prefarred t o  come along with her  t o  the brick s i t e .  

?-yariaauars second son Divakaran has taught himself a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and 

can sign h i s  name and read new-paper head l i ~ e s .  

lier morning rou t i sz  - 

Gyana.mmaPs main job every Z a y  is  t o  t ransport  sun-dried brfcl 5 

t o  the k i l n  t o  be baked. Her wcrk s t a r t s  ear ly  i n  the morning a t  

7 O 1  clock. I n  order t o  p&esent herse l f  at the work s i t e  a t  tha t  
-~ 

ear ly  hour she h d s - t o  g e t  up at f i v e ' i n  the morning. She usually 

times t h i s  by the ea r ly  morniiig plane t h a t  comes from Madras t o  



? t r - _ ~ ~ ~ & . ~  %s i& tfie 

$iz& ;me  &I the 'hollse up a d  h e r  f i r s t . A & s k . b .  h-gogoa goand f e t c h  
~, 

%wo pots  bf -&or.  he h e  %o- get ::I ,to..tho &a rsed' snd v&Zk-.a~~- . t i  z 

?url&ng t o  do thio.. For s-tiine, -::fly, waiez t a p  was disconnedted as 

?here w e r a  oamplaints against t h e  ~ r l u a t t e r  households ba th ing  oh the 

;.:adsida, 'Phis. is  u s u a l l y  f a r b i d d ~ ~  b u t  it is seldom that hu&?$,ps% 

~ u t h o r i t i e s  -gd t;b ' t h e  ex t en t  of c u t t i n g  o f f  t he  water supply. UCer t ~ e  

t a p  w a s  disconnn&sd, an M u t h o r i s o d  dent waa made in  t h e  main. pipe aril 

water waa c o l l m t e d  wi th  the h e l p  of small t i n  cans; +anamma, as a l s o  

0th- woamn of .the s ~ t t l e m e n t ,  :had ' t b  spend thri- the ancknt af iimc 

she . .  nq=aally apa~ds an& nawr had .t:-+ -&tiif a c t i o n  of g e t $  i ng  c l ean  
. . 

I r i nk ing  water. There was  noth hi- ch;%%% &r the nether r e s i d e n t s  of 
. . 

the E e t t l e m t  oould do. '-'have s u d ~ ' ~ ~ 1 o i r " s t a f u s  i n  tho eyer, of nli 

and sundry t h a t  they. bad no Goice, o r  coyrige t o  t a k e  uI) t he  issu-e, 

They axe qons,idercd the  poorest  of the  poor and had r e a l l y  no right t o  

r;x:?ect anything. Even a l lowing  t h  n to:hold on t o  t h e i r  s h a n t i e s  was 

i t n r l f  a g r e a t  f avoar. Anyway, Gy--_amna managed to b r i n g  h e r  m.orning 

-upply  of wat-r. It took her  t h r i ,  9 ae l o n s  as b ~ f o r e .  Luckily,  a f t <  Y 

-.bout s i x  months %\c t a p  w a s  r e i n s  .t-d and he r  t a s k  has been made 

: ich eas ie r .  

: Qlce Sll? has brought t h e  mom.::;,:. supply .of water ,  che sweeps h e r  

' r o n t  yard and k i t chen  and then go..s down t o  t h e  r av ine  f o r  h e r  t o i l e t .  

?I-' r av ine  has been divided i n t o '  t : o  partc,, one used exc lus ive ly  by 

,.icmen and the o the r  by man. Thus Foth t h e  sexes  have some privacy and 

i z v e  no f e a r  of running i n t o  each :.+her. It i s  too  ear ly ,  i n  t h e  day 

for. h e r  t o  h a v e a  bath.  ?*:oreover . ? e  d o e s n ' t  have time f o r  it. 

.r-lyr+zy, once she comes' baok from .woyk, she needs t h e  ba th  badly as  she  i -  

;::3uzilly covered with  mud znd sweat. So she has  on ly  a s m a l l  wssh i n  :1- ; 



, .. . .. I :.,.'~ *&hitun ,& :j&& -j .(i31?&iD :&& ..** a,& 
. I  , of W. ha~S+ S G  , n w b s  her 

p! r'@~-&t . '. , ' .- -: 
4 s&.~&;;F:.a goes to .tea shop i n  the  

. . .  . &*;o ..iGlf, tow;- ,&, ,e.&-' &#, ,&& =,&&&a t p e  efh milke 
b . : . . . :  , . . , 
-:.she prefers t o  hrv6 %&a. & %he ,&hop en t2ie days she goes t o  work a,s ~rlie 
, . _.?. - . : . .  . ',.~.,:' , : 

d* nat kaep.:sw@a;ri+~':niSlk af home. R A P  -youngest son, Anu loves t o  
'. , , I.. . 
, - , - 

'esD pl&in w&uM. &$ ,-, it 5s .thore sn that she can uwtez, find 

any f o r  her- %@a. . 

st%&, i s  about. 3: f d b n g i f r - o r n  the sQuatti?P. $ough thqre 

ape @ 0 0 u p 1  of 0 t h ~ ~  brick kilils, she and her family h w  d-whr~fi 

f OF the, kin. . . 6.ilongirLg to  an . e x - m i l i t a r y .  se&,p&& o a l l e d ; J i l d a r ,  
. , .  . .  . , .. . .  . 

.' ., ,. I:. 

6Ws ainue *he &me t o  Chis .  aewoarent. She f e.& that .  is b e t t e r  
.a, 

t o  w ~ r i  P o r t h e  same br ick kiln.. T!h&i she .p& n6t anlyie- &re, of work. 
. . . . 

but d . S d  oi.waxpect t o  .@get g. S ~ E U  li,an. i n  w hour of &=isis.   so', 

her children are as'st&ed of emplGyrnent, indeed it has bec~me l i k e  a 

family venture. 

If 'it is  a c lea r  day and the  sun i s  br ight ,  she i s  sure to  get  

work. However,, an a' r o u t i n e  she w i l l  f i r s t  present h e r s e l f :  'Go the 

k i l n  owner, and s t a r t  work. Th+ Place where the  bricks are,mould.:.d 

ard dried is uhtu?lly a 10 minuke walk'from the briok kiln. Gyanamma 

has t o ' g o  there to  start  be^ work, 'She u.sually has a small piece,of 
., , . ,::,. , , 

torn towel twisted into $ moil t o  pes t  a.,wooden plank, 2 f t  x 8 i n c h e ~ ,  

on her head. The plank is used as a base o n  which the  briaks can b e  

placed. Am Eldult woman ca r r i e s  20 bricks a t  a time; she herself has 

t o  stack the load on the  plank on her head while standing. The teoh- 

~iqut? of doing it is f i r s t  t o  stack the  bricks two a t  a time, s ta r t inq  

fcom the centre of .the plank, and then t o  place one briok a t  a time, 

on e i t he r  side of th i s .  upto ' ~ h ; ,  same height. Once twsnty bricks are 

stacked i n  t h i s  fashion she s t a r t s  walkii~g b:.;i-th a swinging rhythh, 



. . 

-7- 
. . . ~  ,- . :(-".::..- . . .s~ ~~ s;G +-.:: eJ.:e5h... : ~~ .. 'd'ucli]l%~~*.*ep .for b 

,. .,. . . , ~ , ~ ,  . . , 

zn $r:e sw~g~ . - inwq& k., "ag,;&s . t :I walk fast, v i r tua l ly  run, in 02 
- .  . . . ~. 

Cispose of ~~. tlr&:.31@@g~qUubUyY ds chi. reaches t h e  s . i te  .of th.e':brick 
, , 

,? man w i ~ l ' , ; ~ - ; ~ ~ ~ t l , m r e  t o  .r+&5iag aa8'~$~ta-&k'~e b~Foka she un -- . 
~ q q *  ~&,&~~:&&&&&j& .it ae- sh= ;ill l & s e  the bal .ac& The d . . . . 

. .. 8 

; s two;$q&d~i.+%&e ~b&k may f a l l  and break, o r  she may' sBr+in her 

the pr-~, .. . &%+dly t h e  . . m a i h  bruri%.'of $his. wefght:.carryi&, . . f 

the,,n+qk,: .7 ~. 

... .~.,. . . . < 

@jshe..unloads t h e , b r ~ a k s  . . "$e~se.\f.~ .tw6..'it . . ,a' tim$ from the s ides ,  
: . . . . .. 

~~~ 

. .. 
~ . .. 

fi&naiw..'th&i -over t o  the'.$an who i s  there ta r e ~ e i i r e  # i d  st.ack them. 
. . . . ?. ' . , :' 

<:,: ' 

; Thw the whole, o p e r a t i o ~ o f '  1oading;transporting and: .:nnloading f a l l s  
. . 
. The man helps her ju+ at thef ina i , . s tages .  

Daily w.we 
. . 

' W i a t e ~ d ' b & t h e  :n~arber of br icks  .she ,has c@ried which usually v a  . . ,.. - . . . . . .  
between fit.? hGdSe,d.'to seven hundr;?d j e r  day,. her wages are never mom 

A . . 

than f i v e  :rupees.. If she ha& ccart?d more, i t  is:because t h e  distancs 
. , 

she covers then is less .  , 'Eer wage gepends on both the distance she 
, . . . . . 

. ~. . 
c-.<vcrs and the. number of bricks ~ h r  . b & t s  i n  ths. co&ee' of theday.  

'~yanamma . , h& be:en a&ng this.jib fc : .  the &s t  thirty iears .  .Her job hb 

'r ,al%ed.the same. Thed* she was strong <neu6h t p  c a r t  twenty brick? 
I 

 tie had reaededthe ceiling. Now ch , ,cannot  .aspire ar hope towards any. 
. . .  .. . . . . . . . . 

c h k e  i n  her work o r  her mdney. Cccasionally, the men m . ~  ask her t o  .' ~ . . . . 
. . 

j o i n .  them i n  st&king bricks i n  the % i l n -  f o r  fi*ing. .,&s heeds soido 
. . 
extra s k i l l ,  i n ,  the . -  dense that  t'wo bricks %re l i g h t l y  tapped and . . 

.?hrok% at: a t i m o  a f e k f  e& ttdthern:x$ raan who in tu rn  thr" them .to 

s n o t k r   man^ till t?wg reach t h p i r  f i n d  dek inz t ion  f o r  stacking. (k? - . .  . . 
brick. k i lns  are about 20 f t ,  high ap.3 man.usually form.a, conveyor be l t  

; t:>cjc bricks. Doing th.is,male kork;however, does not br i& Cyanma 



ih t h e  b&ok indus t ry  tbre is .a  wary r i g i d  ca inpas%menta l i s .~~9(3~ cf  
. , 

. .. 
work. Women a r e  used h s r e  exc luqive ly  as head load ear i - iers  and. no$!&=; 

else.  .If' t hey  a r e  n o t  c a r t i n g  b r i c k s  they  a r e  c a r t i n g  c l ay ,  but they  
. . 

do no* have access  t o  any of t h e  o t h e r  jobs, such as moulding, shapiny, 

e tacking aqa a'maaging i n ' t h e  kiln. Thesei 'are all  exc lus ive ly  male do57 

F o ~ w m r  a11 t h e s e  o t h e r  jobs c a r r y  much.hfgher wages, n a r l y  twice a s  
. , 

much a s  women g e t  f o r  the  load ca r ry ing  jobs  they do. The work t h a t  
. . 

men do is  n o t  only DOre i n t e r e s t i n g  -but a l s o  carries d ighe r  remuneratic- 

without being phys ica l ly  more exhauating. , Compare3 t o  . t h e  woman bricp- 

worker, t h e  woman construc-tion wopker, who too  is  u s u a l l y o o n f i n e d  t o  

car ry ing  loads  from one place t o  another ,  makes e i g h t  rupees a day. 
. . 

Cince at any one time no k i l n  employs more than  twenty persons., the  

whole i ndus t ry  belongs t o  t h e  unorganised sector .  Br ick  baking ie 

therefore . 'considered a co t t age  industry .  The workers, female as we12 

a s  m a l ~ ,  do not balong t o  any t r ade  unions. But women a r e  t he  more 

c,xploiJced ones. They hang on t o  it beause of ( a >  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y o f  

work opportunity elsewhere,  say i n  c o n . s ~ r u c t i o n  a d .  (b)  t h e  conti.nui6; 

b r i ck  work o f f e r s  i n  terms Of employment. 

heraan~ricickimF2 

Brick making u s u a l l y  takes  i:lzce once the  paddy has  been harves:;: 

It c3n t ake  p l ace  only i n  f l e l d s  where t h e  s o i l  i s  clayey. F r i v z n d r ~ .  

arid Trichur ~ i s t r i c t s  of ICerala a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i t e d  f o r  t h i s  bu t  

+hero a r e  b r i ck  k i l n s  a i l  over t h e  State .  You f i n d ,  i n  between t h e  

-zddy f i e l d s ,  m y  patches where land is l3 f t  fa l low and b r i c k  makin 



" & e s - & c e ~ t - ~ s e  mA7nleL-m brick d,r; 

once in every twdthree years. Usually land i s  given on lease f o r  skc 

m m t h a _ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  The idea is h @t themhy ths level of the 

land lowered somewhat so that  (a) it can be terraced and wat- flcrn - 
rmapt-rts & r e . ~ - a n c ( b  the tap  s o i L i s  removed so that, fresh 

 can -be added. 
. . . .  

Once a brick d.er us. taken a piece of laad on lfase, ,the going 

rate arouncl.Tr~vancWm. (in-7976-7'7 has been around h. 1300 f o r  the  entire 

six months f o r  20 cents of paddy land. Water i s  l e t  in to  the patch to  

flood it f o r  soma days. It i s  only then that. the soi l  can be dug up 

snd lmeadedinto a clayey consistency. They are supposed t o  d ig  anly 2 ft. 

deep in that patch az^ land all TO&. Dug thus, a tventiy cent--, - 
2iece 

/usuallpyiei~ds -&y f o r  2,00,000 bricks. U s u s l l y  the so i l  i s  dw - 
'r~, in pat- of 4 f t .  x 4ft-;i 2 ft. Two men dig out the& w i t h  a 

chovel and knead it thoaughly wiEl th& feet. They know by experience 

when the so i l  has reachmi proper consistency for  the pqo& of mouih::. 

Lf it is  not r-, they make srall clay hezps f o r  the purp03e of .i!o:i:- 

ing very near the place where they are heading. 

&ch clay mound i ~ s  a height of 3 f t .  and a l m  a diameter of 3 ft.. 

Once clay i s  heaped t o  the reauired height and diameter, t h e a t e r  e d p s  

of the mound are  nicely smoothened and coconut palm l a v e s  are used to  

s M d  it from the sun. In t h i s  w ~ j i ,  the clay looses some of i t s  moisture 

without forming a crust o r  era* and remains soft t o  the touch. The 

mound has t o  be l e f t  for  drying f c r  three days. After three days, the o ls -  

has just enough moisturo'to b e ,  shar,ed in to  a brick when pressed into the 

nould. The man who lrnead the clay are  paid nine rupees a day. It i s  1w.L 

a piece m t e  wage. 



But, the job is, no do&&, s-tfo. & w b e o a u ~ € . m o n  .haye t5 be h e  

8sep-in_slush - aPd constantly stamping away f o r  six hours with only small 

breaks, 

Sometimes w h e n  it i s  -iairiing, or  threatens t o  lain, the kneaded . . 

m o d  baa t o  betransferred t o  an elevated s i t e  near the  kiln i t s e l f  so 

ht the rain won't harm it and tPa moulding can be done near the s i te .  

Usually this need arLses during the monsoon season when brick moulding 

takes place i t~ t snd t t en t ly .  T%is task of transferring clay t o  t h e k i l n  

site again i8 delegated t o  femde workers. Moriq? a mound of clay carries 

a wage of twelve rupees irrespective of the distance and number of bioner. 

?~orlciog on the  job. 

A momd of clay yields 1300 bricks and a t  leas t  bra mounds w i l l  have 

t o  be transferred t o  keep the team of two men occupied in moulding fo r  2. 

' ny .  Thus if f ive  women w o l ~ t s s  transfer two mounds a d a y  they together 

mn make 2.4 rupees. &en G@nam has t o  ca* clay she A r e s  the work 

with her daughters and 'f15e~Id.s. The job is  divided in such a way that on0 

::o;llen scoops out the mud with a. p l ~  p l a k  and loads i t  on the othert s 

heads. This i s  a messy job though slightly more pying but i s  only done 

during the rains. Brick kiln owners t,hemselves usually avoid, this .  Tlie3- 

do not find it always economical comparison t o  transportation of brick:; 

ll~oreover, space amund the k i ln  can a major constlaint t o  - undertak- 

1?1g moulding of bricks there. 

A noma1 size brick k i ln  aromd TTriandrum takes in around 75,fiCiir 

st a time. b e  mould- team of %?flee men consisting of a mistry an:' I - ~ r  

l~elpers  can turn ou+, about 2600 bricks a day. Thus it tale s roughl;~ a 

donth t o  feed the  k i l n  which i s  uszdly f i red  once every month, er;cq~t 

Curing the heavy rains. 



Thus, 3 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ & y e b o n  moulding,.tw.men in the  f i e l d  digg- 

b g  au-y, 5 t o  6 women carting.bricks, and two m e n  unloading 

a d  stacldng bricks a t  the kiln, each kiln of an avarage s iza in R.ivandru.~ 

d i s t r i c t  can be said to employ 12-13 persons every day. In the monsoon 

months, however, the f i r ing does not takes place every month. On an  averye,  

a k i l n  i s  f i red  ten times in a year. Naturall;y, therefore in the monsoon 

months the work, be it moulding tmnspbrting or  staking, gets staggered. 

Current k g e  Differentials . 

The m i s t 9  in the moulding tern gets tb highest wage of Rs.12 a 

day; his two helpers come next w i t h  t en  rupees a d;iy; The kneading of -the 

clay, though strenous, does not c a m  high wages. The men engaged i n  head- 

ing, as .  already stated, a r e  psid,Rs.g per day. The men engaged in stackkg 

bricks a t  the kiln a re  haid Rs.10 a day. As fo r  ' the  women who only cart  . . 

bricks or  clay and. are  paid .on piece ra te  basis they never nake more t h n  

rs.5 a day. Compared t o  that, a women construction worker gets 'b.7 a cky. 

Gyanamana's two sons have luckily graduated t o  the position of 

noudbg assistants and get ten mpecs a day. Her eldest son helps with 

moulding f o r  a brick lciln that, Gyar~~ma herself worked f o r  several ywrs  

Sack. Ner three daughters, two mrr ied and ore still unmarbed, also i.iol'- 

for the same kiln, but being wosen cannot aspire t o  do anyt!ling better  

.,!Ian load carting. So while her solis mke %.lo a day each, Oyananim3. 

:nd her daughters'maks between Rs.4.50 and Rs.5.00 : e v e m y  they are i n  

5 ob : 

&rly Life 

Gymmmm has v i r tud ly  g r o h  up around the bl-ick kilns. Her parents 

d i d  when she was very young and she was raised by her 1. mother's s i s te r  

i.:;lo w a s  a lso  a brick worker. Her fa ther  was a landless labow e r  attacked 



t o  a bigland Lord. and. her~mgulsr . eked out a livelihood as a vegetaSle 

vendor while she w a s  aline.. &en when Gyanamrna was nine or ten years old 

she would often go the paddy f ie lds  t o  car t  a few extza bricks fo r  her 

aunt. A s  was told ear l ier ,  brick carting. i s  done by people of all ages. 

Young children carry just a s  much as the i r  tender heads can hold and tq 

t o  earn some money Tor thei r  parents. Her aunt xot Gyanamma married a t  

ths age of 16 t o  mshnan, an Ezhava boatmn from a village some 12 kilo- 

netres from Trivandrum. His job was t o  transport coconut husks througll 

the backwaters. Gyananrra stayed homc without working fo r  only a year. 

The very next year her husband Krishan got an offer t o  work a s  a coolie 

f o r  the  army. Ile went a l l  the  way t o  distant  Assam and Gyananma.was lf'e-l: 

t o  fend fo r  herself. % s h e  started working fo r  the brick a m ,  the joi~ 
t o  l ivo 

;he was familiar with, and came back from her husband's village/near - .  

her aunt. 

~ r i shnants  work 

~ra&tionaUy,  the =va cornunity has always been closely associ-- 

-Lei; '-rith the coconut and pdLm culture. They have not only been the 

f ional  toddy hppcmbut are  also ccnqected w i t h  coir making, transpo*,i> , 

of coconut husks, and generally ari~*~,ing to ?a w i t h  coconuL, use w-d cult.%- 

-;;-ation. mshnan, srhn he came back f rom h is  brief interlude with t h e  ?:. : 

vioilt back t o  his old. job a s  a b a t i z n  transporting coir husks thmrg? t' -. 
But 

back watersd, hc himself never ari~ed a boat. The coir husks werc colli'c" 

from different places and then lmded on t o  a country craf t .  A beat of 

. t h i s  kind can carry about 75,000 husks. Krishnan used t o  ply the boat I:?'.?! 

P ; I c ~ - J L ~  and Ak-i!], sarrb.2O:hs. apnrt; Usually, he worked 

i n  r, tean of three men. It took a long while t o  negotiate the bazt 

xi-t i1 the help of a pole, a s  i n  some parts 'he back ia te rs  a r e  not onlj- 

.of deep but a l so  densely cwerecl with water hyacinth, the Afr ian  p c i ~ ~ l .  



B.*O  oh .the Zestination. Tog&h&=, '&e go t  
~.~ *;-;,.. '-; . -  - .... < z,. :<: - . . 

+@, z-~ZwTi@m:I%sip, ,bu t  thei r  in-fansit expnms were also Wi; 
, " , ...* .. , .*: . : tar:::& . . e ~ §  jbb, h s t i n g  long hours, in damp -m.un&bgs, 

&st*: , ~ ~ ; - f ' $ & ~ ~ ; ~ ~ . C & d & . .  ~ .. .. The ran yho wofied on th i s  job bere -&,all 
.. .,: . 

;&&;.tdrl%qy&x. . . Xrishnan too spen~ off a godd pa& of his earnings : :. . . 

and b'p thij tiaie he would come hone he could give Gyanamma hardly t h k c  t o  
. ~ 

f p ~ ; ~ e e $ .  Wd.was just enough o&y t o  take care of feeding Ydsbnan for 

.Lllo rcs+j.of t;he week. Ths r e s t  of thri .. . family bad ' t h e r ~ o r e '  t o  be proviie6 
. , .  

a& afwlja.tever @anamma and her children . . earned from ending bricks. . >  

. . 
Gyana-1 s earnings ware so 'hportant to. the family tht she h d  &A , 

. 
:ark tu the  l a s t  day of her several confinem.entS. She delivered a 2 1  her 

w i t h  'Qe help of mid-wife anci hcr aunts. Gydnanim fe&s tha t  she eiidrlt I 
-:;-ilrircnlat home: nuch of a problem working till the l a s t  day since her 

, .  . 
2'3.':~ and mpscles were a l l  supple. She rerlembers staying i n  tKe house 

. . 

- .*,.,OF .,-.& dilivery fo r  only a mo&h then get- ,back t o  work 1ea:ing 

'.'lo baby ei ther a.t the neig!lbour1 s or with a relative. As  her dgldren gr,-. .:: 

. , she deck%& against sending thm t o  school and started taking thq! I.,& ti. 

- : ~ r  fo r  work. She f e l t  that  it tias lie use sending them t o  school just fo r  

' . short while a s  they would'+n$ay 20% get. g y  better job wzth just a. l i t t i s  

. . l . i - L  of educztio~i. 
. ,  , . . 

h n  her f i r s t  son bemme n hclpor t o  a Mistry, Gyammma got hirj 

;larriod when she got an offer f ron  ozc of her caste grow. They got ,oa?e 

? tolas (i.e. about 25 grams)of gold and sone 300 q e e s  in dowry. 
. . 

, ms., ..-A was the f i r s t  timo i n  her  l i f e  she had some money to spend. I , J i t k i x ~  

- ;"w-r tho son and his new bride dc~i?ed t o  sbt up a separzke e s t ~ b l i r '  . 
c t. &yay  Gyan~l;un could not do :artking about it. 



First Daughter 

Two of har-daughte%,.&axni and ,Sbduatala w e r e  now gojllg t o  

work with her. Though Qamma had taken some dowry f o r  her  son's mrri _.: 

she had not, and c o o  not, mke any provision Tor her daughters' = r e -  

ges. Gymamma &=-- --%Ilit-no:'-: m ~ t ~ h  could be arranged d t - b u t  

exchange of dowry. She just w a i t 4  and hoped fo r  the best. She knew 

her daughters were good looking and something would turn up. Her 0d.y 

wish was tha t  they should get marricd t o  Eahava boys. Very soon, an 

E z h v a  boy, Ra jappan, f e l l  f o r h r n i  and s'he decided to go and stay 

r.iith h i m .  Rajappan, however, was only a c a d  labourer and was alr%dy 

n great dr ink addict. Gyamrmna didn' t  l i ke  the mtch but had really 

nothing Co say as  she had no alternative to  offer. Then one day, 

som two years a f t e r  3warni started living with him, Ra jappan f e l l  down 

r+;Se he was riding a rented cycle and broke his arm. He went t o  the 

::x.rby Medical College ~ o s ~ i t a l  ad got it fixed but somehow the f n.cturc 

un3 not attended t o  properly and t o  t h i s  day he . has the f u l l  use of 

0 1 7 1  one hand. So he h a s  been a d.%g on %ami  ever since. Quit; 

often, however, he goes away from house t o  stay fo r  clays on end 

?riC1-. his cgn m'ather. kt so f a r  i ? ~  has always come back. Swarni i s  

Ilfippy whenever he ccncs Sack, becrxne she f ee l s  it i s  better  t o  have a 

].Ian around the hquse t i n  none. Tk?m S a r n i  had t o  take over the full 

:-csponsibilitp of running the 110u.s~ pret ty soon and now has two chil(1 i e r - ,  

s son and a daughter, t o  Look after a s  w e n .  

When Oyananna;ovcd -2 t o  t,he p ~ e s e n t  s6 t t l enk t  3 or 10 years i-~?d: 

she asked her daugllter, Swami, also t o  move and be near her. Her son- 

in-law was already dependent and El.rxm.f need& both the moral and 

dlysical support of her own f a -dy .  They c ~ &  another %wo cents of 

._nil. to:rads Che foct  of the saiile !-ill f o r  a hut and noved Swami 

- family there.' 



W i ~ ~ ~ e d e d j ~ e c t o m y .  

-ney -to re-do her roof which wasat t good. The roofs need 

t-%.:&-la?t. --e -bea 

major expense-for the l o w  incow household.. The~choicehefore &ami and. 

kjappan to- g e t m h m ~  fo r  re-dobg the roof y a s ~ . - b e t ~ - t ' m o r t g & n g t p  the 

, ration card C o r  Rajappan going t o  the family p l a m h g  cl in ic  where . .. he 
~. 

iiould get paid for--anderg&q vasectcqf.- _Since they ?ready had two 

chi ldzexphe-  son- and. a daughter, jappan decided t o  undergo v a s e c t q .  
, . 

Two years la ter ,  Swami also get hcrsalf s-sed when they were 

again ina&mikr situation, Thforturately, very soon a f t e r  her s 

oporation their first son died af j~mndice. Now they have only one 

daughter, Usha. She has studied upto the 5th class, and i s  the f i r s t  

lit-%a person-in.-Gyanamm-s family... Buf, Usha--has.been s+appda l~&y 
from 7 

Igoing t o  ~ c h o o L  Instwd, she is going t o  work w i t h  her mther t o  - 
supplement the' family income. 

hceut ly ,  when the house roof gave away again during the  rains, 

Swami's family had t o  came t o  her rescrue. , Gyanamm took her into 
. . 

house andgave her the goat shsd to  cook in. 2warni booked sepzre- 

t d y  ,for herself and her  daughter i r l  the goat shed but slept with her 
. . 

pnrents in their house. Rajappul - wentaway t o  his mother. Eventml;L-J, 
. . 

whon they can collect some monmj to buy the materi2.l.~~ Swarni '~ ,father 

and second brother w i l l  rebuild heir rocf . Ila $ippan w i l l  p mbably 

turn up ' to  help in manual work. Pxa Gyanammz has t o  be always ,pre- 

pared t o  +Ace in her bughtor. 

Sccond daughter 

@anam' s second da@-ter,  S!;zkuntala, h a s  been a pee.% help 
a l l  

Lo her. She would go with her mot'ler t o  the brick kiln andLher %axes 

iient t o  the family. Actmlly, it was with the help of Shakuntalats 
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and Divakamnls wage9 &at Cyananrma could build all her house with 

unburnt bricks and even put i n  doors and windms. But this was td 

l a s t  only for a shod  time. Sakunta1.a f e l l  in love w i t h  a Pulaya, l o w  

caste boy, Suren. E I i s  family also lived in the same settlement. 

Gya- knew of the bwlding romw.?e but w a s  hoping tha t  it would 

eventually fade out. Ile was yow-r=r than Shakuntala by about f ive  

years, with no father or elder brother t o  support the family. His 

mother was a poor a z r i d t u r a l  la1:ourer w i t h  three sons, including 

Suren, t o  look after. The other people in the colony f e l t  however, 

that Gyana- was encouraging the mtoh because she wuihd her daughter 

t o  get narried without any dowry. hnyway, one f ine day, SMuntala $e- 

cided t o  elope with the boy. Gyammna searched fo r  her  daughter and 

found out where she was and b ~ ~ ~ l ~ t  her back. Now 9akuntala and her 

husband l i v e  iri the same settlement very close t o  Wnamma. When she 

had a beby boy, she l e f t  him eveqr morning in Gyammm's house t o  be 

looked a f t e r  by Krisl- while she was a t  work. Gyanam had a swll 

cloth craddle f o r  the chiid in her living room. Indeed, the child i s  . 

real ly  a part  of r,imnarirmat s house. 
.~ . 

Though Suren finds work on cad off and brings in some ioney b ~ &  

l u s  responsibility i s  great a s  b5.s mother doesn't mke much money. 

IIe has two younger brothers who are going t o  school. There was a short 

period when no one i n  Suren's hc~lse had wolk except Shahntala who was 

coing t o  the bdck  kiln. S h a h W n  resents the sharing of her  wages 

irith Suren' s family and has started cocking separately i n  the same ~ILI~.. 

Surent s mother was not prepared 'o share kith her daughter-in-law 

+he ration settlemen-t. Thfn the roof of the i r  hut collapsed and the 

two separated families had t o  l i v e  with some make shif t  shelter.  



W e  ~ i ~ a r n i ,  Shakmiala . . does not have access ta her motherrs house 

in such circumstances, for  she i s  married belw caste, .WY1Ett k t u m  the . . . , :  ; ~ . ,  .. 

futuxe m a t e  wiU. take is  anybody's guess. In her 'beart, t&am,mm 
. . .  , .. - - 

knowa t&t Sbku&da too is not, well settled and w i l l  have t o  fend 
. . . ~ , ... . . . ..: 

f ~r :he s e l f .  

Second San 

All along, the person who was u n t l l v e r y  r~cen'cly a real  help t o  
. . .  

Oyanamma ~ m s  Divakar&~, her second son. ' I G n o ~  bnly earned ten rupees 

a day lxlt contributed the mjo r  part of h i s  eamings t o  the fancily. He 
. . 

had no vices, and Gyanam liked having him zork in the same kiln. This , 
. .  . 

in-t a l o t  of respect f o r h e r  and. the other irorkers were scared of 

treating her ro&hly l e s t  ,Di.vakamn pick a cparrkl w i t h  them. 
. , . .  

Though lkvakaran was only twenty-two .years old, a g&d offer came' 

fo r  h i s  imrhge. '  Tne gir lf  spa*' was' W g  t o  give a dowry of 1001: 

rupees an3 two t o l &  of gold. :Also, '%e.:gTrl:wdllld Mve in her name 

som 25 cents of garden land i.e. land on which you can grow tapioca 

and coconut but nat paddy, in a vil lage called Attapara, only 10 lcilo- 

netres away f r o m  ~r iwndrhn.  The .gi'rl Gas l i t e&te ,  having atteNed 

school for  f ive y a m ,  and good looking. Krishnm, Gyananmn and the 
went 

res t  of the family~witb.,Divakaran t o  v i s i t  the gi r l '  s family and tile 

rlarriage was agreed upol;. 

The date was t o  be fixed f o r  the earl iest  most . nuqicious 

periob. for  mrrja+es. Gpnamma a1d Krishnan were very excited about 

the offer of dowry and did not want t o  take any a l w ~ s  l e s t  Divakcran 

night decide t o  m r r y  of his own -&eL.!lhi.r neibhourhood vas a 

::ad place, for  t h i s  sort of things could hppen any day. Iiot only 

would She have t o  put up w i t h  any sor t  of g i r l  but also lose all chnco 

of a dom,~, In the settl-t, t h o q h  common law marriages were 



severely looked d o ~ . ~ ~ ~ . w , r e  the ~rdei. of the day. Both 

Swa+ aqd @&-ontau laad a common inw mIIPl&ri.age. ,, Wk& expose Divakamn 

to. the same danger,?:Momyr. mrrisge was a r e .  ++&ious affaiz.~ 

Gyammn's first job was t o  go and ge t  a horoscope cast fo r  

harsaa. --. got hold 4 of an Ezhava pundit and paid irtm.fourbn 

rupees to tocastDivaka,ran''s horosope. The p W t  a lso  matched the- 
, . .  

horoscope with the girl's and found that the ear l ies t  most auspicious 
, 

day f o r  ma;-e. was .the day if ha?  in 1976. They had to pay another 

f i v e  'rrrpctes f o r  this. After all, this was a proper marriage, and th i s  

would &ve the family a l o t  of prestige i n  the squatter settlenent; 

hence these expenses had to be incurred. 

In this part icular  case the g i r l t  s party w a s  better placed than 

the boy's party since the gir1t.s t h e e  brothers we& masons, though 
. . 

she had l o s t  her father. 

Once the mrr iage arrangements were finalisad, Divakaran collected 
. 

t h e  money from the girl' s party i n  three instalments. with the first 
. . 

instalment' of 300 rupees, Divakalan brought two nylon sareesj with 

blouses a d  pett icoats t o  match, two lungis and two towels, a l l  fo r  

the bride. He a lso  bought a small box, the f i r s t  of i t s  kind in t b i r  

home, t o  keep the' clothes. ~ t h e ~ w i a e ,  they hung' all t he i r  clothes on 

a clothes l i n e  t i ed  t o  nai ls  between two walls. 

Divakrspn bought for  himself a lungi and two shirts. He st i l l  had 
. .  . . . . . . . ~ . .  , . . . . 

t o  bug some new clothes f o r  his parents, his mrried s i s te r  and youngej 
, . 

brother. So he bought these clothosfron the same shop when he collected 

some more money from t h e  girl's pr ty .  By the time  eve^-e in the 

f m i l y  had new clothes, he had s p a t  500 rqees .  
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%S.Imrriage took place on the h a m  day in a tamp10'about 2 kilo- 

I :~ 
~. 

with:& f=hbe; , .~ tw&t*e othe$b,'not 
. . ~. . 

.rower sister an$:.brother, .by b&lt;o, temple. - l'h&se 

f a e $ .  It also included %heif d o & .  f e'd a,, . 
;-burs from the squatter  ~set tkmei t .  G m  ' h e ~ e ~ f ,  and 

? . . ,i_ . .~ ~ . . -,. 
~ ~ p#,..>~.- .!,< ~ . .  ~ ', . . 

:;5g&k;.;&$&@& .@aqghCers .were ndt &iosed t o  go t o  'the marriage prrty.: : 6 Y ~ ,  : .< :<$.~ ~ .. ..., .: ,> ,-,, .,v . , . ~ . <  .>,' :.." 
~j&~,?&j&~lk.tkl+, b . e ~ n d .  .:The time chosea.by t h e i r  hodscope man was 2 

. . $;";.:;:/.:.~::;~ t 7pJ; :>"- ,,., ~. . .. . , 
, . ,  . 

&t&w&., :. s'':th& &&riiige partJt..*&& there, &,, , . +;+~:$&a&,&~ !G ;nit;h , ' 

. . ~ =  .. . . 
. I  . . .  
.,z . . ,<~.$, ': ~; -' 

?;::&f!3:~$M&; ,:+&, s' w.;*rmdy- ,; The :wedding, , , : 
Z." ,,. , ., ~. .  ,... 
;:-' .": . . . . : . :, ,,, ,,c . . . . , . - . , . .:, .? +::,.cs- %& <tmly ~ifce&' &nukes.   re aft^^, . s  B&.- yas h- 

- ., - .  ~,. , ~ , ~ .  , , 
,-1-1 - -  *i.:.;: : -.> : . :  . , .  . ~ . . ;gi~,~:*&&.:.J..itSesf ijyke ..&l,,;c.s $rty. .Ute* +&,$,the marriage 
-- r , 6 '  _ -5 , . . ,!,,;;~..>>~.'>: : ;. ! . 

, . , .- , .i+ . ~, 

...~&q$z%%wned-. d h  the bride, '&jA&a, & Wree taxi-loqds t o  the 
2>T.:'.,ntf. . ~ . ~  : . . ..-. - 
;;:";'":.-, ,.; ,.. = 
..*- ,,;: !,&-. aet&miemt. - , 

T .. * ,  ~ 

'was re+@ wit& her eldest clhghter, &mi, and her 
; , , >  . . 

@&&f$.& eads t o  do arati and welcome the  bx.9.de. A brass lamp, which 
yA2,'.2!:..:... . , . ~- ..  - ,, .?, , . =  ,~ 

'$%r@L&@&$:&& . , the dowry money was lit. %@mntala, howevd?~had t o  
.;!?.:.~ ; . , . . 

;f&&* ' , 
' -@my: ar& from the reception &ong because she had *rried 

? ' . ..~. . 
, , ,, ;:,:: : .. ~ , .~ %.? , . ~. ~ 

: >.. h e  could. join thelil l a t e r  f o r t h e  f es t  once the &remoniez - ~ .~ *, ; *-:-.- . . _ 
, .;*&i&p' .,,'.< ,>.::,'L .. : 
:_ .<. / 1- .. 



As the guests arri.ued,.eveq+ fenale guest admired the clothes and 

j w U e r y  the bride wore. They were all so excited and happy. Cya- 

would repeatedly teU. a n  the guests tht now it is the turn of her 

son and d a ~ h t e & n K b w -  to Lo& &tar  her, 6he had become too old t o  

work any more. This was her way nf prgparing themfor the future bhen 

she would r e t i r e  from work and depend on them. Divakallul would just 

sndle and not &%y anything. She would also add that she had chosen 

the bride from a poor house so thzt she would be humble. Gyanam 

knew very well that Sujathals fandly was economjl: a l ly  much bet ter  off 

than  he^ own, but this  was her way of keeping the daughter-in-law 

humble. 

For a week a f t e r  the wedding, the house was f u l l  of people, 

v is i t ing and congratulating Gpnamma. Divakaran and Sujatk  used 

the smaller of the two rooms in khe house and the  rest of the family 

shared the 3.ivk-g room. No one from Gyanamma's house h d  gone to  work. 

dayway, the brick k i l n  i t s e l f  was closed for  more than a fortnight 

because of rains, Then wanamma got ill fmm over exhaustion. So 

Diva.kamn bought her a few .aspi;ins. % heu that these relieve some 

pain but Gyanamml s body ached an& the f l u  would not go: For nearly 

a forttlight the six people in  the l d e  wezeliving on the l e f t  over 

dowry money. The ruarried &.U@tc-rs and the i r  children were also pws?r;': 

most of the waking hours.. Because of the  heavy rains, Strarnils roof 

had given way and shcCLong with her daughter had t o  be accommodated 

by Gyymma. It was not fo r  nothin:, the&ore, that  Divakaran, the 

new- mrr ied son, was showing signs of i r r i t a t i on  w i t h  the house 

and the people in it! 



. 
' 

' 'Qgnad- ms aware' o f .  t he  growing tension in the  house. She 

&&but the 'goats a n d  gave the l i t t l e  3 f t .  by 4 f t. goat shed t o  

Swarni t o  cook her food s ~ r a t e l y .  Divakaran started going to work, 

but whatwer he brought was not enough. He collld not even +x&e kris bride 

t o  a m h e .  Day by day, he started giving l e s s  money t o  the family. 

Gyanamnra. too showed no signs of getting better. !Chings were going from 

bad to worse with her health so she went t o  the nearby Medical CoUeze 

Ho.spital. She kad to t&e her ration c a d  w i t h  her f o r  identification 

and wait in a Long 'queue. They f ina l ly  examined her and gave her an 

..injection and a prescription0br-medicipes t o  buy. Gyanamnrs was not 

happy either with their treatment'or with thei r  handling of her case. 

So she did not b q ~  the medicines and refused t o  go f o r  further injec- 

tions. .bidead, she . w e n t  .-to a nearby e l in ic  run by a church school. 

She f e l t .  she kt : better  a w t i o n  there, but it did not ,  really put her 

back. on her feet .  Finilllyj she wer?t t o  the G w e m a t  Ayvmedic Clinic 

and on?y then ,she started'  feeling better. 
e 

Gyanamma almost f e l t  l i ke  riving up work altogether. She f e l t  

%kt, the work at the kiln was too kd. It was hard work and her body 

ached 'for rest.  She vely much war~ted t o  re t i re  a f t e r  the wedding. But 

when she saw the tension building up a t  home she thought i t  was better 

o r  her t o  go t o  work somehow, 3zt even before C)gnnpma could do 

this, Divakaran and Suj~tltha went away f o r  a while to stay with SujaCrn. 1 

family. , . , 

. .  Divakaran wanted t o  have n look a t  the land which was i n  Sujatks.' : 

name. SujaYha was very happy t o  p back a f t e r  a month and a hE w i t ? .  

her inl--Uws. Once Divakamn went, i t  took him a month t o  cone back. 

He wanted to  plant tapioca on SujaL&a' s land. Also, his limther-in-lzi>~?: 



roof needed replacing. So he pawned Sujatha's chain and bangle and got 

a loan of h,4W from 4hc bank. He gave his mother-in-law G.150 t o  do 

the roofing and spent the xest on planting tapioca with the help of two 

other men. 

In the meantime, the family at Gyanamts house had t o  mnage with 

only the intermittant wages of Girija, Gynnamrcar s unmarried daughter. 

That hasteneh &ammats going back to  work. %e thought she could 

s t a r t  by ca*g smsller loads of say 250 bricks a t  a time. tkving 

mantally reconciled herself with the idea that  she could not stop work- 

ing, she soon started t o  f ee l  better. h a m ,  19'77, i s  just round the 

corner and Gyammwa has been fu l ly  a t  work fo r  almost a f u l l  year since 

Divakaran and Sujatha came back and brought Sujatl-a's yoWer 

brother with them. 2hjatha was now expecting a child. S t i l l  Divakaran 

was in no mood t o  contribute t o  t he  daily family pool of, cash more than 

3 or  4 rupees and there were constant arguments. Finally Oyanamma told 

Sujatha, in  a huff, to,cook sepantely if she wanted. That was what 

Sujatha md Evahran  wanted but !lad not been bold enough to suggest 

t o  her. They sbr tc i l  using the coat shed a s  thei r  kitchen. The n-3s 

or" separation of the lcitchm spread l i ke  wild f i r e  i n  t h e  sqvakter 

settlement. The seeds fo r  the m r e ~ t m l  complete separation of Eivakamn 

from his mother had been sown. 

~uckily,  the application wit!: the Panchayat Office fo r  the allot-.  

* nent of land on which she is  sqmttering with her family was in G v r : s i z  

own name. ff ever it i s  allot&, the land on which her house stan2s 

w i l l  therefore belong t o  her, dnj. m t  t o  Divakaran, who must e v e n h u r  

move out. 



Gyazmmm knows she hCtg nearly l o s t  Divakam and w i l l  soon lose 

Girt;l&:,, h~-unmaraed. daughter, bemuse she is bout@ t o  go off w i t h  
1 

$me, bey or other. %e s t i l l  has one more son t o  hold onto: She has 
. . .  

gone back t o  work and has not &ven vq hope that  some day .shecan s t o ~  
.. . . wo*:. . &a' 

e'& look a f t e r  .her and her  aging husband, Krishnati. 

Kri&man's Goats 

ZLrishmn too was so involved w i t h  t he  quarrels going on around i n  

the  house a f t e r  Divakalul's wedding Cbat one 8ay he forgot t o  check 

on his  pregnant goat a t  lunchtime. He.had taken her down the slope t o  

graze early in the morning and. had t ied her near Swami's house a t  the 

foothill. of the ridge. I.Ie had t ied the goat with just a two ply coir rope 

wl-5ch it snapped and wandered around. It appears that is  must have found 

s whole l o t  of tapicca peel and eaten some. But the  tapioca peela mi. . . 

.very dangerous and make the animals giddy. By evening the goat was ill 

2nd bleating i n  pain- %n the messaxe reached Gyanamm dnd Krishan, 

.;;lay immediately ru!rhed down t o  so% what had gone wrong. Their f i r s t  .... .. .~ . ., . 
. . 

: ~spicion , was . foul ?lay. , Gyananmci eyen !hougk&tka t . Sujatka , her own 

n3~1 daughter-in-law, night have, herself o r  Wough some lady, done st.inc 

'IWck. mgic on the goat. kck i ly  , . .bbs. . , , . ,  goat. still  had some small pieces 
. . 

of.tapio&. skin in i t s  mouth ,and %??st dispelled .al l  quch doubts. They 
.; . .-.> ~. l : '  I : .  . ~. : _  . .( . . 

&mediately trid t o  get sobe l o  cnl herb medicines and se t  fo r  the ~. . .  . . . - 
sq&tter washer wonan t o  remove m y  possible sp-. Ekrery neighb~ur wllo 
. , . . ?  

cam&..to watch l?ad h i s  or her own rencdy t o  recomerid. Gyanam trid 
. ~ ,  . . 

a l l  t h i s  and f inal ly  ended LTP spendi?g some 3 no. dc,tq&rately tw:: 
. . ~  

i7a~e the Am&. But it was too l?e. Gyamqm could not bear it 3~ 

1o:lger and l e f t  Krisllnan t o  handlz the corpse. 



Irrishnan, naturally, wanted t o  recover a s  much money as  possible. He 

called his two Paraiah neighbours, of whom one was a professional but- 

cher t o  cut up the goat. They wanted i n  return not only the usual one 

kilo of meat but also the goat skin, knowing tht it was too late in the 

evening and Krishnnn could not get anyone else to do it fo r  him a t  tht 

hour. The goat skin, if properly reclaimed, us- fetches around 20 

rupees. So Krishmn refused t o  pr t  w i t h  it. The butcher still  cut up 

the  goat but cut up the skin so very badly that Krishnax could not s e l l  

it fo r  a penny. IIe could only s e l l  the goat m e a t  to the neighbours but 

tha t  too a t  half the market price and recover thereby around 20 rupees. 

TMs m s  a major set back for  Gyanama and a s  w e l l  a s  Krishnan. 

As was nzntioned ear l ier ,  Xrishnan had bought the  g a t  f o r  Rs.150. 

It was pregnant already when he bought it and was now due t o  deliver 

any day. Krishnan was hoping that i t  would not only s t a r t  giving m i l k  

soon but also deliver: couple of kids that  he could bring up. Already, 

lle was having two young goats from his ear l i e r  goat. Eventually he hopcrl 

t o  buy a c m  fo r  the household. Only two other households in th i s  

settlement of for ty  bio have c~ws. A l l  his plans were thus dashed. 

Gy-mam was sad too not only because the gcat was so closa t o  Krislr~~;'  

heart but also because it .possibly made Krishnan fee l  useful. 

Krishnan was able t o  buy h i s  bidis and an occasional cup of tea a t  

the nearby shop with the money he made from the e t ' o  &. E a r  

Krishnan was l e f t  with only two yr-7 g&s t o  tend. If nottr in~ 

imppens t o  then, he should be able t o  s e l l  them fo r  3s.150 each i r ~  

about a year, But that sum w i l l h e  enough t o  buy a cow f o r  h i s  

family. 



With Sujatha cooldng separately and Kri&nan's goat dead, 

the year beginning w i t h  OryM of 1976 did not turn out t o  be a s  hope- 

fuJ. a s  Gyanarmna expected. In fact ,  by the nziddle of the year the 

prospect looked g.-r, $rt icuBrly when Gyanamma allowed herself 
. 

t o  think of her old age, of the d2yk, when she wont be able t o  gb t o  
.. . . ~ . . 

work any ,longer and when both v s h n a n  and herself w i l l  have to d'epen 

on someone else completeljr f o r  the i r  'maintenance. 
. ~ . .. 

P r w i t i a t i m  the Devi 

It was the month of K.rch and the nearby D& temple was be* 

got ready f o r  i t s  annual celebrations which are timed more or  less, 

with the harvesting of winter (llundakan) paddy crop. Gyanammal s th i rd  

, , 

son, hu, wanted t o  join other children of his age group, 11 t o  15 

who ro l l ,  on the amoinked day, lying down going mund the tenple 

d ie ty .  (This particular ceremony i s  called W). To do so, Anu 
.. .. . . 

. . 
would have t o  prepare himself by being on a vegetarian d ie t  fo r  a 

rrhole week. &so he was not t o  eat during t h a t  week any food cooked 

the  previous day. Obviously,. t h i s  mean$ t h a t  he could not eat fo r  

breakfast l e f t  over r ice from tie previous night. Gyanaorma w d v l d  

have t o  either cook fresh foot. 32. ~ 6 v e  h i m  money t o  buy h i s  break- 

f a s t .  Also Gyanamma must cook a proper vegetarian meal fo r  h i m  in 

the evening. Ordinarily, she cooked some f i sh  which they all a t e  

uit,h r ice and tapioca. Buyin3 vegetables would mean another extrz 

-.Tense. T h e n  a new towel wodc have t o  be bought f o r  h i m .  A S L  told, 
i n  the sweet r ice (Pon,&) 

j.t wodd cost her a t  leas t  25 ru2ees/excld.i&offe- a t  the - 

temple . 
On t h e  appointed day, Anu had t o  fast  and go without food altogether 

fron the mornin;,[ onward. IIe was taken t o  the temple in the afternoon. 

?Ie had t o  l ~ v e  a new towel t o  wrap himself a f t e r  a dip in the ponc? 



near the temple. The - p b e  took a l l  the boys in a group t o the 

pond; after.they had t h e i r  dip -oh wrapped k i m d  himseU the new 
. .. . . ,  . 

towel. ?"nen they hebe brought ce~emoniously Ath beating of  drums 

and tom to-. h o e  the boys seaclled the  t e q l e  &mce they were 
. , .  . - . . .  

'asked t p ' l i e  flat on the stomch Ad &iUing around the diety 
. . .  . .  , . . . . 

t o  the accompa&&nt of fhe dnnns. Krishnan . . and Divakaran'helped 
soon hc and . . was 

Bau r o l l  round the tempie L . a l l  others in his group/in a t w o  
. . 

lhis to& a n  hour. k~~ing hurid and, rotlnd 'on a compietely 
- / .?.. 

empty stomach with $he dinning soimd pf . the drums, even a w e l l  bodied. 
- .  . 

w0.& f e e l  dizzy very Soon. 

Gyana- had taken a v& .to.'co& -sr;reet r ice  . .  and . offer it t o  
. . , . .  

the  die*. So she was in &e t q l e  g-drd' cooking sweet ~. r ice  in a '  . . 

new mud pot in t he  Company of 200 bther wo- ,a s i t t ing  next t o  
. .  

each other in a row, each w i t h  her  stove and cooking ir-gredi&s. 

Once the Ezbavo temple priest  &.and ep&kled the holywater on 

I ~ c r  sweet r i ce  Qanamaa l e f t  a 'porkion for  the temple and. to& 'the 
, , 

r e s t  home to .share ik& &u and fa-. IClishnan and ~ivakaran 

walked.Anu back home and' @.ve ilix a cold water bath and coconut rmtm- 

t o  drink..  

Gyanarmaa prayed before the PevL f o r  t he  early allotment of 

land on which she was s&atting. She f el6 mentally much'bettir 

thereafter and more reconciled t o  the famy situation as it h d  
.. , 

evolved d d n g  t he  year. She fe l t  t i e  &ra money she now $ent on 

was w e l l  worth it. 

On -the eve of Onam 1977, Gyana-1 s house has two kikhens, 

one Sujatha's who now has 8 two-month old baby girl, and the other 

.$:~mma's own. Sujatha lms not gone out f o r  work ever since she 

;ras married. W i l l  D ivakah  ask, o r  l e t ,  her g o  out f o r  work? 
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