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The Origin of Trade Unionism Among The
Agriculturs]l Labourersin Kerala

Unique among the regions of the country, Kerala is charaeterised

by both the nmumerical .strength and militancy of organisations of lendless
labourers. In this paper we would examine briefly the conditions leading
to the emergence of these orgenizations, Essentially we would argfue thet
the rise of trade unionism among agricultural lebourers is .1inked to the
institutional and technological changes associated with the permeation
of capitslism into traditional agriculture., Such changes lead to the
differentia“icn of the peesa~try and subs-cquently to sharp polari sation
of the class forces, We shall show that in Kerala, technologicel changes
led to the deterioration of employment and income ear ing opportunities
of the landless lsbou. ! ' and undermined the traditional lendlond-lzbourer
relationships, But such objective ccnditions alone are not sufficient for . .

the emergence of trade unions, We shall also show that in Kerala factois—/

LAvAN,
such as the politicisation of the agricultural lebourers and the ‘ (\
rresence of well orgsnised industriel trade unions have also played a ""‘4 -‘-.

significant role,

We intend to pursue this ressoning by analysing two case studies of
agriculturel lebcursrs' organizations in two selected regicns of Kerel: -
namely; the Kuttenad and Palghat regions -~ the two principal rice bowls
of the State, where trade unions among agricultural lszbourcrs are powerful,

militant and have been in existence for a long time,



The area knowff as Kuttanad is not coterminous with any revemue
division, It is spreed over 76 low land villages in the Alleppey
ard Kottayam distriocts, In this study we would focus attention on
one taluk, vig; Kuttanad whieh is in the Alleppey district. Palghat
reg'ion here refers to the three main rice grow:ing areas of Alathn:,
Chittoor and Palghet taluks in the Pelghat district. The choice of
these two regions requires some further explanation, Alleppey and
Palghat have the largest concentration of trade union membership ameng
the agricultural lsbourers of Kerala, The distriot wise distribution
of membership of thé Kerala State Karshaka Thoghilali Union (KSKTU)
which is the most powerful and influential among agricultural workers
trade unions in Kerala shows that in 19’72-'7'3, out of a total Sta‘t';ewide
membership of 1,30,000, Alleppey and Palghat districts accounted for
more than 62 pereenl.: Fhrther within these two districts, Kuttanad
taiuk in Alleppey and Alatbur, Chittoor and Palghét taluks in the

Palghat district accounted for the bulk of the union membership. >

For these two regions we have some indirect evidence on the
pattern of land distribution and also the distribution of the labour

force from the Census returns, which throw scme light on the neture

agrarien’ relations in these places, Kuttanad, Alathur, Chittac: and
Palghat have a remarksble degree of correspondence in the patierr. of
land distribution, Data collected during the 1961 Census indicote”
that there is a greater concentration of iand in the big aized holding:
in these taluks then in the whole of Kerala,



According to the industrial distribution of the labour force
obtained f;om 1971 Census, Kuttanad taluk has the highest proportion of
workers reporting as agricultural labourers, i.e; 59.96 per oent
against an all Kerala average of 30,69 per cent, MAlathur and Chittoor
taluks are next.in order wéth 57.28 and 53,54 per cent respectively,
Palghat taluk has 44.21 percent of the workers repdrting as agricul-
tural labourers, These figures indicate that the areas we have
chosen for study are characterised by a large concentration of wage
labour in agriculture, The relative predominance of wage labour and
the greater inequality in land distribution meke these regions ideally |

suitable for a study of the emergence of unions

A general scheme of the paper,.which we hzve Aivided into five
sections is giVen below: In section I we discuss the geogrevhic
features and existing cultivation practices in the specific resicns
we have chosen for study. Section IT describes-the evolvticn of
traditional agrarien relations in both the regioné upto the middle
of the 19th century, In part III, the discussion is on the tronsi-
tional phase which the trﬂdiﬁional agriculture passed thrcugh in both
the regions as a result of tenmuriel reforrms initiated after the
middle of the 19th certury, The net result of there institutional
reforms as reflected in the changing lebour relaticns and the
emergence of trade unicns ameng agricultural lsbourers in both the
regions are discussed at length in part IV, The last part gives a

orief summary,



I
Geographical Features and Existing Cultivation
Practices in The Two Regions

1. Kuttanad
—_——

Kuttanad _wag‘ the principal riée growing region in the former
princely State of Travancoi'e. Kuttenad taluk is mostly a water
logged area extend;lng over 265 sq.kms (65,172,60 acres) which
comprise only the low land villages, Paddy fields in Kuttanad, known

as padasekharams number 429 havw atotrl of 56,878 acres and account for 80.4

per cent of the geographical area, As water management poses very
serim‘xs problems, Kuttanad is mostly a single crop area, where the
Punja cultivation is conducted during the months of October to March,
Annually, following the onset of the South West monsoon, the

padasekharams in Kuttanad are dewatered, and after replenishing the

ring bunds around ﬁhem, the cultivation is carried out,

* According to the 1971 Censué, the Kuttanad taluk has a totel
pOpula‘b_idn of 1.88 lakhs, The mumber of persons who repcrted
agriculture as their principel occupation in Kuttanad works out to
about 43 thousands, Among them, sbout 86 per cent i,e. 37 thousands
are agricultural labourers; - 20 thousand male and 17 thousand female,
Thus agricultural labourers form sbout 60 per cent of the work force
in Kuttanad, | - e o [
Kuttanad £aluk also has the
highest proporticn cf female‘participants in agricultural operations,
More than 87 per cent of the women in the labour force have been

repcrted as agricultural lcbourers.,



Wage employment during the Punja cultivation is the single
most importent source of incomc to the agricultural lsbourers in
Kuttenads In fact there is very 1itt1e.emp1qyment opporﬁunity
outside agriculture; and within sgriculture it is mostly in rice
cultivation, as about 87 per eent of the entire geograrhicrl ares is
brought under rice cultivation aloﬁe. Moreover, being a wrter logged

area there are serious constraints to the development of trensportation

facilities end consequently there is very little mobility of lebour,

In this region, country boats and canoces still contimue to be thle
princiﬁal means of transport., Due to the absence of alternstive
employmernt opportunities within the region and on account of the
inadequate transportaticn fecilities, labour foree in Kutternd are
left wilth no altemative. other than employment in the paddy fields

to secure their subsistence reacuirementsi

. . /\p?hlkr
Besides, agricultural employment is highly seasonsl in nsture, / é;\*'

as cultivation is practiced only ostween October and March and a

second cropping is attempted only in selected arems of Kuttened,

constituting no more than 25 per cent of the totel availebls lend,
The non-cultiveting seasen is a reriod of almost complete unemrlovment
for agricultural workcrs in Kuttanad.
Palghat

‘Most of Pelghat district was a part of the Malecber district of
the old Madras Presidency, The district now comprises the five teluks
of Alathur, Chittoor, Palghnt, Ottappalsm and Mannarghat. This is

the foremost rice growing regicrn of Kerela, fmong the five teluks



however, rice cultiwation is ccneentrated in the first three viz,
Alathur, Chittoor and Palghat, which are also extensively covered by
irrigation facilities, In these areas two: crops Virippu (Autumn)
and Mundekan (Winter) are reised anmuelly; sometimes a third crop
(Punja) is alsc attempted in certain areas,

According to the 1971 Census,s the mumber of persons 'to whom
agriéulfural wage employment was the principal source of income was
195 thousends in Alathur, Chittoor and Palghet taluks and they formed
about 51 per cent of the entire work force, /Among the 195 thousends

of agricultural lebourers, about 56 per cent were women,

11

The Traditional Agrarjen Relations

We shall examine the agrarian relatiocns that existed in tke two
regions before the implementation of the institnticnai reforms, The
traditional egrarian structure was one which evolved over a long time
and got estéblished by the 19th cenmtury, The relations that developed
in’ i(uttanad and Pal@qat regions ha¢ a remarksble -ﬁegree of similarity.

‘The important features of the system6 were the following,

(a) Tt was founded on a caste-based heirerchical scciety wherein,
the superior ownership rights on land called janmom rights
were held by the temple authorities (Devagwoms), the Brehmin
families (Brahmaswoms), _or the Nair Chiefteins. They
constituted the class of non-cultivating landlords whe thrived
on the rent share (that veried from 25 to 50 per cent of
the gross produce) which they extracted from the tenants who

lessed in the land from them,



(b)

(c)

(3)

In hoth these regions land used to be lessed out to tenants in
large parcels - often exterdinrg cver 10 ecres - by the jenmies.
These tenants, who mostly belonged to the Nair or Syrian
Christian oommunities in the case of Kuttanad and Nair or Thiyya
comrunities in the case of.Palghat were also owner cultivators

in most cases,

Under the traditional system there exidsted a protected land

merket, The privilege of leasing in land was not extended to

‘m-~mbers of the scheduled castes snd tribes who formed the lowest

strata of the sokiety. There were discriminatory rules and

regulations cf the caste society, which effectively restricted

their entry into the land msrket as potential tenants,

The acturl tilling operetions in lands thus leased out, was

done not necessarily by the tenants but by lebcurers belenging
to the scheduled castes ~n@ the hackward ccrmunities like the
Fzhavas, The scheduled caste members, who were sceially
relegated to cerrying out the agriculturalloperrtions werc
treated as aggrestic slewes tied to the land and trensacted elong
with it by the janmies.

The input of lebour in rice farming is suhject to e high degrec

cf seasonglity. i*~nco it would be in the interest of every fermer tc

ansure an adequate supply of lebour to take care of his seascnal

requirements, Since the demand for labour is seas-nal, and full

erployment conditions are reached at-regular intervels, labour would

tend tc command a higher price in the veak season, Hence in areas



where the principal form of economic activity is rice farming, we
find institutions 1ike the attached labour system developing, whereby
each employer ensures the seﬁiws of an adequate muber of labourers
by attaching them to their households by offering them pecuniary
benefits, When the farmer enters into formal ¢r informel agreements
of this sort he is primir:Lly motivated by two considerations:

(i) to reduce the risk involved in the non-availsbility of labour
for peaek season operafions, (11) to reduee the labour costs, The
attached labour system is devised in such a way that the consumption
requirements. of the lebourers in the lean season are at least
partially met by the employer és a trade off for rendering their
services during the peak season in. adequate quani:tm on a regular and
contractual basis, The lebourer and his family are oftten housed in
a small plot of land attaoched to the farm; they are assured of employ-
ment opportunities within the farm and are given aash advances and

perquisites at intervels,
The wage payments offered also take into account the seasonal

variations in the demand for labour, Comparatively hi;h wages are
offered for the peek sezson operaticns like harvesting snt threshing.
For example in the case of hervesting, in most places, wog: paymentc
are made on a crop sharing besis, This has the added advent:-ge

to the farmer in that it reduces the risk burien (especizlly when

the crop prospects are highly dependent cn the menseen conditions),
so that if the harvest turns out tc be poor, weges need tr b “aid
only in proportion tc the output, However, at lerst a gooc pro-oThio e

of the anmuzl subsistence requirements cf the attached 1zhouers

househcld are met by wage income previded by the empl-yrr.



Hence for the farmer the cruciel crnsiderations thet are relevant
to such contractual relationships are: the seale of ‘his requirements
for labour dﬁring the peak seascn and alsc the quantum of emplcyment that

he:  can afford to provide tc the labourers rcund the yesar,

In the Palghat region, sines douwble cropping was practictd from

very early times, a ﬁigher vclume of labour per unit of cultivated
land was required, Hence bonded labourers were retained by the land-
lords at the rate of twe te three per heotare cof paddy land, These
tied labourer,é who mostly telcnged to the Cherumar caste were rega;ﬁed
as indispensable for rice eultivation which involved leng heurs of
cneroué and backbreaking work in the monsccn conditicns ¢f the region.
When' tez;azits, whce often belcnged tc the better plaoed castes leased
in land fr-x the janmi, they were alsc alloted the Cherumars along
with the land. Cecntrcl over them wers éxercised at twe different
tiere, Being the private property of the landlerd they werc hcused
in tenements pr.vided »y the jernpij; but the responsibility  of

giving emrleyment anc also wages were. shared by the tenants. The

janmi exercised patreonage rver the bonded labcurers whe had
obsclutely no rights cn the land; they had tc¢ render servile
c¢badience in exchenge for favours-and cccasi.nal loens, The
charscteristic festures cf this system wes thrt it was inherently
ccercive in nature, an perpetueted itsclf by trapring the poor and

corele
the werk in the vicious cirer¥t of poverty and bonlage
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The attached lsbcur system described sbcve develeped in both
Kuttensd and Pelghat, A q esticn would naturelly arise, as to why
in thét‘ Kuttanad region, where single eropping was the rule and the
quantum of labour required was nd as high as elsewhere, the attached
labour syétem develcped? The possible reascn is that in Kuttenad,
even for the one erop raised, the labour requifement wes relativel;y'
higher when ccmpared tc other regicns, In the special context
of Kyttanad, the actual process cf cultivaticn had tc be preceeded
by a whole remge of operations i:l_,ke the crnstructicn of ring bunds
avound the paddy fields, dewatering etc. It used tc require we=ks
of prolonged labourihg over rthe woterwheels, beforc the padasekharams
were éo;npletely dewatered, Further the risks invclved in cultivaticn
were go high, that farmers required perscns tc keep constant vigil
cfer the paddy fie]__ds against the; ring bunds breaking away. Owing
tc the very rigerous naturel crnstraints, pe”dy cultivaticn in
Kuttenad hes got tc bo crnducte” within a strict time schedule,

If it sté.rts befcre the end «f the monsr-n there is 2 risk cf
flecding and if it is delayed seline water fr-m the sea which
enteres the rivers mekes irfigation Aifficult, Therci‘rre the srwing
Seascn ccrmences everywhere in Kuttanad alm st similtenc+wsly. In
such gimumstanées each farmer reéuireﬁ e steedy svorly ~f lebour
and hence secured the services «f =ttnche? labcurers. The
c-ntracts between 1'anc‘lc:rda end lebourers were purecly infermsl, The
services of male labcuers and their families were ccntracte?; en?

g

these werkers were called napanikkar, The -napenikker =lsc

kncwn as paniyals vsed tc attend t~ all kinds «f operaticns specifiz
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te Kuttanad cultivaticn right through the seascn, The farmer would’
provide them with lan’' t- set up huts sc that they beccme ccmpletely
attached tc their farms, The paniyols also hed s~mz security ~f
emplcyment in the cff-seascn, as scmetimes they weuld be put te
work in the garden lends cf the farmers or tc scme cther suniry
househcld: occupations, The prospects ~f living accemmedaticn and
centinued employment served tc lure the werkers tc becrme peniyels.
In Kuttanad the paniyals scarcely changed their masters, Ac they
centinued te stay in the homesteads previded te them they als-

became the kudikidappukar (hutment cwellers) of the landlcrds".®

Essentially the same features were rresent in the attached labcur

‘system in Palghat, In both the regicns the system ensured lrbcur

supply during peek seascn. - In the lean menths the attsched labcum
were paid daily wages at rates lcwer then thcse prevailing in thc{/

merket., The ties were secured through a system cf advances.

III

The Trangiticngl Fhese ¢f The Traditicnal fgriculturc

It wes a scciety charactericed by such agrarian releti rvis that
entere? intc a transiti-nal jhase by the middle f the 19th ceftury.
The trancit,’ ~nrl phase -w:.itnesse'd th: restructuging of age cld
agrarian institutirne in bcth Kuttanad end Palghet, Hcwever, what
haprene’ In these tw~ regi ns cannct %e vicwed in isr-latifn -f the
develrrments in the brcader pecpeliticel units tr which they helrnged
viz; Trevsnccre and Malabar, Here wc roouire a brief digressi-n
inte certein historical develcpments in Travenecre and Malcbar frem

the midla f the 19th century cnwards,
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. Travancore

In Travancorc, the whole initiatiw for institution-l reforms came from
the Monarchy which for historical r.nsons pursued a policy of containing the
feudel chi: ftains, As a consequence of this policy,even by 1850 a major share
of the cultivated leni and the whole of the waste land came under the State,
{acge reforms meant, above all, that the tenants were merely to psy land
ravemue (:nd nzthing else) to the State.

“In Tz sneore, which had grown in the course of the 18th century from

n oAl principality to a much larger political unit through a sucoess

of ernguast of other chieftains, the traditional interpret-tion of the

rights of the janmies was retained to the advantage of the tenants who
hold land from them, Strengthening monarchicel rule in the State
recuired in frct curbing the power of these jenmies. Further, in the
vrocess of exponsion Travancore had -rnexed a larger part of the land
belonging to rival chieftain and their allies; as a resvlt, by the
middle of the 19th century, State-owned land accounted for rnore than
three-fourth of all the cultivated land in its territory, By merely
conf,ulng fv11 ownership rights on the tensnte of all such State-
owned lund if becamr possible therefore to create a hroed-hased class

of veasant proprietors in Travancore, This was “one through a royal
proclamation zn 1865", 10 '

2. Malgbar

In Malabar which formed part of the Madras Fresidency, the Pritish
Administraty . ell zlong fo'lowed a policr of appeasing the feudrl chieftains;
28 a consecoucres the tepanmt farmera “ecame the most expropriated class. Thus
i the latter hal” ¢f the 19th century, while far reaching changes were
neire hrought ahoit no the tenurisl structure in Travancore, in Malabar the
radibionsl Jyctem wrs retained intact with the jenmies in full control of
whe sitwriion, Howover, tenancy reforms were initisted in Malaber also but
cniy around the 7930's, The important thing to note here is that these
measuraes came about largely in response to nonul r demands, The peasant
organigations of Malebar (of the lsnd holding strata) rlayed a cruciel role
in projecting these demands., In fact Malabar had a long tradition of
peasant revolts orgrnised agalnst the oppress1ve regime of the jarmies that dabti
back to the eomizg of the Britlshr Tho ‘Malsbar peasent movements achinved disti
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¢ resnizaticnal shape end gathered mcmentumin the 'thirties and
ferties of the present cen_t'dry1? They were rrg?-xxised by & string

left criented leaderskip, which wes later tc heccme the herd ocre

cf the ccrmunist party in the State, The Melsbar Karshake Sanghem
(The Farmers Ferum cf- Ma.labef).wa.s formed in 1937 and it‘sr'n
emerged as a pcwerful crgenizeti-n ¢f the tenants, The impertant
de’mands"r?ised during this period were: (1) the fixaticm of fair
rent; (2) the terminaticn cf all feud.al lavies end extrocticns

ccllected by the janmies an? (3) sbeliticn of the right to evict

arbitrarily exercised by the jenmies.

In th- 'fc.:xfbies the Karshaka Sangham wu:ged a series.of agitaticns
éemanding these refcrms, lThat the demands were mct with stiff
registance and thet the cclenial wcwers gsve crmnlete suppert to the
feudel chieftaine in retaining their privileges rendered the whele
decade cne ¢f the blc;\dy turmcils in the agrarien frent ¢f Malszbar.

There were,a certein morginel attempts mede by the Madras Presidency
gové%-nmant’ to redress the grievences of the tenants. Nevertheless

.r-

the landlords roi'gned supr'emeh in Mal-bar till the middle of the }fifties.

Reading thrcugh the litercture ocn peasant nr vemerts (referre?
tc zocwe), onc cennct help making certain generelisaticns ebf;ut the
cherscter ¢f such mrtvements, The tenancy ref: rmé, which worz the
cbjectives ¢ f the mcvement, were elweys enviseged within the frame-
worl o f rediticns 1 1lan¢ relsti ne. The sup~ricr ownershin rlpht
¢t the lendler® cver thﬂ leared mut lands were not digmited »t 11,
A thrt the tenents demsnded wore only fixaticrn of t»air frir ronte

on” &lse the right tc rerain as ovltivetre without bheing evicted,
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It is impoﬁ'.ant_ to note that eny discussion for a ceiling on
operational holdings or a rrogramme for redistribution of land
amcng the lower crders of the peasentry di;i nct form part of the
agenda of the Karshaka Sengham during this period: The pcssible
explanation for this is that though the membership of the Karshaka
Sanghan inclﬁded tenants large and small, the leadership of the
orgenisation ever,.ywhere tended to ccncentrate in the hands of the
larger holders, who naturally had serious stakes in any re-distri-

bution programme,

There were also attempts made around this time to crgenise the
lower orders of the peasantry, Such atteméts were, however, motivatend
by different ccnsiderations, The peasant leaders tried to mobilise
the bonded labourers in Malsbar against their feudal lords,

Compaigns were leunched to secure human rights to them against social
disabilitiés 1ike untouchability, laws.of pollution and rules
prescribing modest clothing to them, and against the janmies' right
to evigt them arbitrarily from their tenaments, Such attempts also
formed part of the scciel refcrm movements thet swep over Malsbar
from the seccnd quarter of this century onw'ards.- Hewever conferring
direct eccnomic benefits to the landless labouers was not initially

envisaged in the programme -of the Karshaka Sangham.

The opportunity for a comprehensive legislaticn cn land reforms
in Melabar came sbout only in 1957, when the First Communist Ministry
came to power through elec\bions held a.fber the linguistic recrgani-
saticn . of the State in 1956, That marked the beginning

of a prolonged phase of experimentation on land reforms crveiing the
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whele of Kerala., The last of the series cr legislstirns -~ The Kerala

Land Refcrm Amendment Act - which srught tec ebelish lendlerdism

14
completely in the State was finelly enscted only in 1969,

. What is remarkeblc sbout this period is that there was a cleer
time lag in the implementaticn of the tenency refcrme between
Travencore and Melabar, While in Travancore temurisl chenges tcok
place by the end c.i.‘ the lact certury, it was cnly many decades
later th;at similar changes ceme sbout in Malebar, This time leg hac
its bearing on the subsequent develryments in beth the regicns -

especially in ths emergence cf organiseticns cf landless « :uris,

Iv

The Imprct of Instituticnel Chenges in The Twe Regicns

1., Kuttaned

The Favel Lecl-ortisn Fr sremmes

The tenency ref-rms initiated in Travencere in the 19th ecntury
leg tc the emergunce ¢f a ¢lriss independent peasantry, an? from emeng
then ceme s cless of ceritslist entreprencurs whe. cpened up thc
plantgticns in the high ranfes en? reclaimed the backwaters for
Keyel cultivation in Kuttanad, Extensive are:s in the reclwsters of
Kuttaned were reclaimed for rice cultiveticn by Kuttaned frrm .rs,
in cprreticns which required substn{v.tirllv_larm cardital inva:st.ment:-:.1f
These cperaticns, thouph initinted g crrly sz 1956, ~rthere? momentur
in the first tw- decedos of the 20th century, Th. edvent of tho

)

. . . 1 s .
purmcing machine in 1212~ m~lo this ambiti-ua schim: viebls, while
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the rapid rise in the price of paddy17 during the first World War
period made the venture commercially attractive, In this process
they brought about 20,000 acres of the Vembaned Laeke (Kayal) under

cultivaticn in and around the Kuttanad taluk.18

Changes in the Pattern of Labour Deployment

Opening up of additional land fcr cultivaticn, with vast areas
under individual possessicn had far reaching repurcussicns on the
agrarian relations in Kuttanad. Along with the extensicn cf culti-
vation the scale cf labour requirements for agricuitural oper~tions
also increased, These cperations were also seascnal in nature, ns
only annual cropping was attempted in the kaysl areas, Turther on
account of the rigrrous ccnstraints imncsed by nature the operaticns
in the kayal zcne had to be cenducted simultaneously with the rest of
the Kuttanad regicn, Aéricultura_'l labouers in Kuttannd, retainec
under the truditicnel attached labcur systems were not sufficient tc
ceye up with this increased lebour requirement, Further,

pedasekharamgin the kayal z nc being vast expsnses cf paddy fields,

agricultural opersticns like dewatering, sowing cr trensplentine -nd
harvesting had tc be carried out in unison, which requirec the
services cf thcusands of labourers tcgether frr oeak seascn operaticns.
This necessitated the inflcw of migrent werkers in lnrge murbers in

to Kuttanad from the adjoiniﬂg taluks tec rake up fer the lsbcur shertage,
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The seascnal mipration of labourers inte Kuyttanad hae now begome
a well-established custom, Such migrant wcrkers would pour into
Kuttenad et the eommensement of the eultivating seascn, and a]ﬁo'
during the time of harwesting cpevoticas, They would come 1 @~oupe
and work for fermeys with bigger holdings, Usually their ocming is
preceeded by a ccntraot in the lean season, which their lJge:Amen
altow dntc-with the lendleomds afte» teking YJumpeum adwences, The
lahéioid alac provides accommodation te the migrant werkers in the
improviged huts-ealled panthas generally set up on the outer bunds
of the paddy fields, These werkers would alsc take eare cf the
extra harwest opersticns like drying the hay, transporting and
etoring the grain ote, The 1erge seale emplayment of migrert labowe
'initi;tgd a trensitirn frem the attached labour system to the

empleyment of casual labcur,

With the sdvent cf oil engines during the errly part cf thig
eentury there p;me about a mejbr.shift Tyon the tmaditionel lebcur
intcrisive methods for purposes of dewatering the paddy fields,
Subsequently the technoleogy was improved with the use of electricity,
This implied thrt in "about 50,000 acres of.land rcund sbcut Alleppey" 12
dependence on humen lebour for déwatering purposes could almost |
cempletely be dispensed with., Yet another form in which this
transition from a lebour intonsive\to a cepital intensive technology
in agriculture ceme tc be manifested wes through improving the ring
bunds arcund the paddy fields with permanent granite wells, This also

led t¢ minimising the year to year deployment cf lebour for meintenance

md repeir of the ring bunds at the beginning of the cultivating season,
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The curulative resuit of these developments was that Serw
qpqratioﬂs became increasingly seasonal in nature., This implied
that. there was no need to hire permgnent'laﬁouers:and retain them
all through the year, A]l that ghe fermeré'needég was an adequate
supply 6f labour only.;§r shorter intervels, fhere.was no dearth

of lahourers to meet this demand.. The rurel labour merket was
' 20

v

gradually swelling up an account of the population p;ésSﬁre.
Thus the organiZational chariges in Kuttanad agriculture resulted
only in a graduel and systematic erosion of the existing eﬁpid}hent

opportunities to the agricultural labouers.

The TnterMWar Period in Kuttenad Agriculture

In spite of the kayal reclamation pfbgrem@e in the first

quarter of the 20th century, rice cultivation in Kuttand could not
attain a soun? footing till the mid *forties. There was noticeable

decline in the price of paddy during the inter war periodz1

and

thie led to kayal lands being kept fallow, o; cultivation attempted
only once in two or even three years, The worst sufferers of this
detiorating situation were obviously the agriculturel lebourers.

The cash equivalent of agricultural wages paid in Kuttanad nlso

. 72
appears to have declined considerably during 1921 to 1931.°

The pattern of agricultural employment, as it developed in
Kuttanad, had close resemplance to.what existed in the big factory
enterprises, Labouers in hundreds or even thousands would be put

to work in padasekharams under one or several employers, with the
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difference that the working conditions, and remuneration used to be
. 03

much worse than those in the factory enterprises, It led to

greater dissatisfaction among the agricultural workers and by the
[} .

mid thirties the situation was getting ripe enough for the idea of

trade unionism to permeste into the hinter land of Kuttanad,

Trade Unionism in The Neighbouring Industrial /reas

Also at this time, momentous changes were taking place on
the lsbour front, in and arou;'zd the neighhouring industrial town
of AMlleppey, The coir_industr;y" which supported a larre share of
the industriel labour force and also a large mumber of rural house-
holds by providing them with income earning opportunities cutside
agriculture was on a declinfmg phase from the‘beginning of the
"f.'fnirt.ies.'z'4 There wes c.onsiderable unrest emong thc indvstrisl
lebouers following the systemetic cut in\ whtes ond retrenchwent
which em*loy\rcrs resorsed teo from 1924 onwm.f.s. Tradc vnicns creegnissd
by the leftists gained considerable foothold .f;mon.g the coir fectory
workers, The ténsion which was mourting ur had its culmin-tion
in the general strike of 1938 which in termc of participeti~n ar?
achievement was & remaf'lcablc victory for the woerkors, !/ Cormitteo™"
appointed by the Travancore Gover;runwent to enguire intc tlﬁc treAe
disputes in the coir marufacturing sector liets, among other reasons,
the glut in the lebour morket of unskilled workers ns the prireiral
factor lending to deterior-ticn cf irductriel 'relrticone in Allempey

and other, aress,
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Alleppey in those days was the nerve of all trade union
activities, Besides the coir factory workers, unionism also
flourished among workers in the oil extraction industry, the
Alleppey port end elso the water transport services. These orgni-
ations came to exercise decisive sway over the employers iﬂ the
matter of wage detérmination. There w-s also something remarkable
about the quality of leesdership, in those days, Pioneer leaders
like P, Krishna Pillai, R, Sugathan and others were known for their
radicaelism, integrity and commitment of the ceuse of'workers.z6
Trade unionism in Kuttanad agriculture was in a way. the offspring
of unionism in the industriel establishments of #1leppey, From
1938 onwards the task of organizing the agricultural labourers of
Kuttanad was taken up by the leadership of the coir factory workers

a task which they succesgsfully accomplished by the beginning of the

1940°' s,
1 2,Palghat

Organised labour movement amorg the agric: 1tursl lebou~rs
is a ?elatively recent phenomenon in Palghat, compzre? to the case
of kutfanad. fowerful 1l-bour organisations begen emerging only
around 1968, while in Kuttanad, as we have seen, a similnr situvaticr
! had.déveloped in the early }ifties. Ls in the cese of Kutten=d,
we 8hall'try to relate this phenomenon to the institutional
and thé technological changes thrt took place within the agrarian

)

setup of Pelghat,
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Land . Reformg and The Chenging Agverien Relations

The completion of the lend reforms in the 'sixties!, altered
the complexion of the agrarien structure of Palghat in that the
benefits were disproportionetely shared among the various ciasses

of peasantry. The large holding tenants, who in the pre-independence

period formed the backbone of the peasant movements emerged as. the
dominant grcup in the agrarian sector, who replaced the feudsl
intermediaries, as a corscquence of the land|'mfom legd slétions.
Further, i:arallel to the process of tenents liberating themselves
from the bonds of feudal obligations, there also took place a
ma.saive ex*ension of ‘irrigation facilities.. There were seven

-~y
R7 . ma jor and minor ones - almost

irrigation projects in this region.
all of them commissioned in the post independence period, This meant
assure! water supply for twe crops angd also made possivle the highest

yield rates. or paddy in this region.

Whils = landed clite emerged from the remnants of the traditionsl
society, the landless lobour-rs were left hirh and dfy in the whole
rrocess of implemenﬁing_ the 1lend rchrms. The latter.hac’ _played
no small = pert in creating the ‘altmos-ﬁphere for tenancy reforms,

Some ten to fiteen years ago, these labcuers ha? fought ‘shoulder to

shoulder with the tenants againét the opprescive regime of the faudal
chieftaing in Malnbar, After the implement;-tion of the land reforms
their interests begen to d::werge. The landed ¢1ite no longer belongs

tc the OPM lec Karshzka S:ngham, as they have set up their own pressure
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group in the Karsheka Sam&jam?8 an organisaticn which claims to

stand for farmers without any politicel leanings. . It loocks as though

that a milti-class based organisation, which the Karshaka Sengham
was designed to be in the beginning, has cutlivedl its existence in
the old form, As a result, during the last few yesrs there has been
a massive exodus of Palghet farmers from the parent body to the newly

formed Karsheka Samajam,

Agriculturel Labouers in The Trangitional Period

The worst affected parties of this transitional phase were of
course the agricultural lebouers, whose economic status was considerably
undermined in' the process, During the 'fifties and 'sixties' of
this century, the 'bonded: labour system' evolved into a kind of
! permanent labour ‘System', Bonded workers were retained as regular
workers attached to the same farm and given permanent employment
‘rights, Such permanent workers among whom women oﬁtnumber men were
employéd for a whole range of operations beginning with the preparation
of the field to harvesting, threshing and storing of grains,

Regarding wage payments, the system of kind peyments for all the
agricultural labouers was continued right through. Ho ever, only

the permenent workers would take part in harvesting operations, for
which they would enrn a share of the produce locally known as Pathambu,
which usually turned out to be the largest component of their wage
bill.29 This mode of labour relsations had evolved in Palghat

egriculture by the beginning of the 1960!s,
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The Agvent of The New Technology And Rle Uneousl Distribution
of Benefits : _

It is in this context that we have to enslyse the impact
of the 'new technology' which was introduced into Pelghat.
agriculture in the ‘sixties; The extension of the irrigation faci-
lities which had already taken place, provided the necesarry basis
for the introduection of the new technology,

Palghat district was also adopted under the Intensive
Agricultural Development Programme, The new technoloéy package of
high yielding variety seeds, fertilisers end pesticides along with
water management facilities ensbled the farmers to reap richer
harvests in tha¥ region, In Tahle VI ¢« | in-the foot note 30
are given the per hectare yield rates of paddy for the Virippu
(Autumn) and Mundekan (Winter) crops in the Palghat region as a
weighted average of the yield rates in .‘,léthur, Chittoor and Palch-t
taluks from {962-63 to 1972-73, What is Aiscermeble from the
figures is » noticesble improvement in the productivity retes for
the Autumn crops., This was largely the result of a sﬁift to short
durstion high yiel ing verieties, In the case of the Winter -~ crop
there was an improvemant as well a stabilisaticn of the rates at
relatively higher levels of productivity, Moreover, paddy prices
increased significantly in Palghat during this pcriod, The cummlative
impact of thesec developments was t}.wt the tenants turmed farmers
of Frlghat who came to scquire censidercble merketable surplus
consolidsted and strengthened their econ-mic position vis-e-vis

the other classes of the agrarian populatirn,
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Shift Towards The System of Hiring Casual Lebour

The advent of the new technology led to o systematic undoing
of time honoured practices of 1abour)égg generated discontent among
the agricultural labeuers, The significant development of recent
times is that -the new agricultursl tecknology has considerably affeeted
the employment opportunities already availeble to the labourrs in
that it has brought along with it extensive displacement of lab9ur
following the introducticn of tractors; and his also necessitatedl
changes in the pattern of lebour deployment as a ¢ concomitant of
systematic and scientific menagement of farm operations inevit-=ble

\

for the successful cultivation of the new varietics of sceds,

Palghat is one region where tractorisation hss m~ce considernble
progress during the last ten yeers, "Demand for tractors more then
trabled between 1965-66 and 1967-68,>brdnging the total in the
district to 377.31 From a survey3§onducted in 1970-71 as vart of
the 'World Agricultural Census' it was founcd thet out of a totel

1335 tractors numbered in Kerala, over £7 yrer cent helonged to the
Pslghet district, Currently the number of tractors in,?q%%yﬂ%f

has sone upto £50.2" We could also gether that most of
these tractors belong to ilsthur, Chittoor and Falghat taluks and

that there are only very few of them funct oning in Ottapvoelem and
Mannarghst talvks.-” Lprrt from the incipient. ¢apitelist farmere,
even the smell farmers found it profiteble ta hir: tractors to dé
the ploughing in their ploté?Q.The net result_of tractorisation

on a large scele in Palghat region is thst over the last foew yerers,
almost the entire male lebour force. employed in ploughing operations

have been ~Aisplaced, This also implied thrt the totel lebour
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requirement per acre 0 land has been reduced by about 30 mandeys
8 year, The introduction of tractors has called for a tight
rescheduling of operations. Most of the farmers who hire the

tractors get the ploughing operations finished at a stretch, and

o N ‘\l
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conducted over a longer period of time also came to be lumped to- ! gﬂlumnuu: 13%
(TS . :

consequently ell other operations which traditionally used to be

gether, This implied increased dependence on casual lebour for \'\.‘f; *,"
AT
' : S
finishing the operations quickly, e AR

The new technology has elso led to marginal increases in the
quantum of lsbour required for operstions like transplenting,
especailly in the Virippu crop now being brought under more sciertific
menagement, However, sﬁch marginal increases must be analysed in
the contéxt of the changes the new agriculturel technology hes
nececcitated :l_n the pattern of derloyment of lebour for rice
cultivafion. The new varieties of seeds rgguire larger doses of
lebour within a shorter period of time, This is quite unlike *he
cese of the traditional variecties, where there is greater .
manoeverebility in the conduct of farm operations, in that smcller
doses of labour can be spread out over a longer periocd of time,

The system of hiring permanent workers thet deveioped in Pelghat
was conditioned to this mode of lebour requirement. Workers were
recruited at the rate of one or two persons per acre of “ovble
cropped land, and they could look after the entire agriculturel
operations, But the changed circumstances required more workers

to finish the operations faster.
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There was no dearth of labourers in Palghat to meet the
additional demend, The rural poor ccnsisting of the non-permanent
landless labouers and the small holding peasantry to whom wage
employment became a supplementary source of income could readily
£il1l1 the gap.35 Apart from them there were also the migrant workers
from the adjoining Tamil districts, who constituted a source of eheap
labour to the Palghat farmers. This waé the éituation which led
to the recruitment of more casual labouers to conduct farm
operetions along with the permanent labouers, It resulted in the
existing work being shared by a larger number of workers, and
conseguently the average wage iﬁcome of the permaneﬁt Qorkers tended
to decline, This caused considerable resentment among the permanen@
workers who felt that they were being denrived of their job oppor-
tunities within agriculture, The farmers however, agreéd to employ
only the permanent wcrkers for the harvesting operaticns (which
carried higher remunerstion) while they insisted on their right to
employ mcre c-suel lebouers in the case of other agricultural

operations ~ especially the transplanting operstions,

Yet anoth:r development that led to discontent among workers
was the wide practice of retrenching lebour, which cmployers
resorted to as part of their attempts to raticralise the use of
labour, In a way this was also the side.ef?ect of lan- refor&
legislation, Partittoning of land into smellcr bits and sele of
land ahove the ceiling limit were widely resortecd to by farmers
in Kerala (and especially so in the Palghet reg'ion)36 throughout

the gixties, Further most of these land trensfers were from the
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lerge holders to smell peasants, who in order to carry out the farm
operations did not requirn th: services of permanent workers, as they
could be substituted by femily labour, These were the factors that
were responsible for the beginning of institutional change: in
particular from the attached labour system to the emergence of free

wage labourers,
One cen sum up the arguments saying thet the traditional

systems_of lebour utilisation developed in Palghat became incomratible
with the changed set of ciroumstences that merked a trensition from
traditional farming to production for the market with the new
agricultural tecﬁnology. The situation beceme ripe for political
parties to enter the field and to ra'ly the workers under their banner,
The attempt was met with spontaneous response frem the agricultural

lebowers in that' region,

v

Summery cn® Cenclusion

Tenancy reforms which i not serioucly envisage any land
redistribution progremme hed the effsct of promoting the growth of
capitalism in apgriculture in both Kuttanad and Palghat regions, The
deciine of landlordism facilitated the transition of the erstwhile
tenants with large operational holdingé into a class of cepitclist
farmers, who, in' the changed circumstrnces céulﬂ cenvert farming
into a prospercus enterprisz, Relirved of the burden of rent pryments,
the frrmers now retained the surplus which they managed to plourh

back into agriculture to improve the technigques of rroduction,
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and soon initiated the transition into a capital intensive technolegy
within agriculture, They could bring about substantizl imprcvements
in the produetivity of land and labour; the former on account of
improved techniques of management, irrigation frcilities, better
quelity seeds and fertilisers; and the latter on account of greater

stress on mechanissation,

The tenants - turned owner cultivators carried on the

entire range or farm orerations with hired lsbour, The agricultural
lebouers thus employed were by and large kept out of the purview of
land reforms; and they turned out to be the people worst affected in
this transitional process, The benefits were disproportionately
shared in the farm sector and the inevitsble outcome was a g:eatér
polarisation of class forces in agriculturc, The advancement of
capitelism led to the decline of traditionsl system of labour
relations and erosion in the existing employment opportunities, while
similtancously the size of the labour market was swelling on account
of population pressurc, As the pace of mechanization adv.nced,
dependance on l=bour for farm operations tended to bec minimised, The
age old attached labour system start-d breaking up, end there was
more emphasis given to recruiting cesual labouers for moncy wages,
Consequently there was considerable discentent ~rA feeling of

deprivation among the rurael poor,

This seems to be the broad setting sgainst which crr=nizations
of agricultural lsbouers have emerged, Both in Kuttrnad of the

early 'forties! and Palghrt of the mid !sixties', one ¢sn icdentify
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the existence of these objee*ive conditions, There were also
other concomitant factors that promoted the growth of unionism
in both regions: the able and inspiring leadership of the
pioneers end the active patron'aée rendered by the politioal
parties,

It may also be mentioned, that we inmtend to pursue this
study with en snalysis of tiné functioning of the trade unions in

both the regions, which would be attempted separstely, T
) .(‘.\’_(W Pacfiy ¥y

. "~' "/ )1’(
S )

4 ™

2 IRIVARDRUM, ] ®

) o~

Yoot ~
".E"- ., '\_» ‘J‘f

The author gratefully acknowledges the encouragement
and guidance received from Professors N,Krishnaji =nd K.N,Raj

in the preparation of this paper, Thanks sre due to Professors
C.T.Kurien, Kathleen Gough and also my colleagues in the Centre

for Development Studies, Trivendrum who grve comments on »n eerlier
dreft of this paper, I would also like to plece on record nry
sincere thanks to severel trede union leerders in the Kuttannd =nd
Palghat regions who rondered invalusble help while conducting
this study, .



30

NOTES AND REFERENCES

1. Membership of the Kerala State Kathaka,Thozhilali Undon
in Alleppey end Palghat Districts
1972-73
Number Prrcentage
Alleppey 35,107 27,04
Palghat 45,000 34.66
Kerala 129,815 100,77
Source: Report on The éﬁh Annual Conference published by
e Kerala State Rarsheka Thozhilell Union Office,
Mleppey 1974
2. Out of the 45,800 members enumerated under KSKTU in Palghat
district in 1973, Alathur, Chittoor end Palbhat taluks
accounted for 93 per cent of the membership.
Taluk wise Distributirn of KSKTU - Membership
in Palghat in 1973
Taluk Number Percentage
Alétimr 1}500 25.6
Chitbosdr 19,630 43.6
Pelghat 10,740 23.9
Ottappslem 1,860 4o
Mannarghat 2,270 2.8
Total 45,000 100,00
Source: Date suprlied by the Sccretary, KSKTU Palghet distriet,

on 28,8,75. No such talukwise distributirn of trade
union membership for the Kuttanad regirn could be readily
obtained, However, it was pointed out by the Secretary
of the KSKTU in Alleppey distriet that majority of the
union membership in the district csme from Kuttaned
taluk alone, )
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Percentage Dictribution of Land Holdings by Size

- Class_in Kuttanaed, ABbhur, Chittoor&
Palghat Taluks and Kerale State

Class Interval Kuttand Alathur Chittoor Palghat Kerala

in acres taluk taluk taluk taluk State
Less than 1,00 23,12 15,24 3,58 16.43 48,32
1.00 to 2,50 2/.64 28,46 15.72 31,458 31,95
2,50 to 5.00 16,51 24,96 21113 224/ 12,41
5.00 to 10,00 14,73 19,09 25.54 19.26 5,24
10.00 to 30.00 16,43 11.39 28,55 9.88 1,79
30,00 end sbove 4.57 0.71 534 0..5 0,28

Total 100.0Q 100,00 100.00 100,00 100,00

Source: Talukwise distribution of landholdings are availarle only

in the Census Records of 1961, The data ere based on a 20
per cent sample of rural households engaged in cultivation
classified by the sige of land cultivated., Refer Table

B XIT in District Handbooks on 1961 Census, Kerale State,

Census 1971; Kerale Serigs 9 "Census Hendbook of Alleppey Distriet".

Census 1971; Kerala Secries 9, '"Census Hend Book of Prlghet Nistrict”

The evolution of agrarian reletiors over time in the geographical
units of Travancore and Malabar which encompass Kuttanad and
Palchat regions respectively are discussed in T.C, Varghese
"Agrarizan Chenge and Economic Conscguences ch,2,3 end 4

Allied Publishers, 197C,

For a separate account of the Travsncore region in the 19th
Century see "Memoir of the Survey of Travancore and Cochin States"
by Lieutenants Wax and Commer, Travencore Sircar Press 1863,

For en account of the Malsbar region in the same period see William
Logsn - Melsbar Mamual Vol I Medras Government Press, 1951

Deteiled description on the bonded labour system ns it existed
in these regions is given in the writings of Willem Logan, op.cit.

See also Dherme Kumrr "Lond end Ceste in South India", Cembridge
Upivergitr Press, 1965, ch.9

Informetion relntirg to the system of lshour ne~ ns they eristcA

’

in Kuttanad were collected mcstly from intervie.ws with fthe
farmers in Kuttenad. Onc mey elso refer to Theakazhi Sives- nkrrn
Pillaits novel Two Meesures of Rice" which throws light into
sociel an? historical origins of thc atteched 1l:-bour syst-m in
the Kuttanad regien,
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It would be of interest to note th-t according to o survey
conduted by the Keraln State Bur-eu of Economics and Statistics

in 1066-67 among th- 'irfevent categories of households, the
rropert C T hutmer® T T ey~ the higtest in Alleppey
fetict (2€,7%), while twe corresponding figure for the whole

of Keralows only 12,2%) No figures are aveilable for the Kuttaanad
region, where one should assume that the proportion must be higher
than for the whole of Alleppey district, Sée "Land Reforms in
Kerala ~ A Survey 1966-67, (mimeo) Govt of Kerala, 1968

Ch.6 p.3 "Poverty Unemployment and Development Policy: A 6ase
Study of Selegcted Issues with Reference to Kerala", Vol I
Report (Mimeo) Centre for Development Studies, Trivandrum
"March 1975 TFor a more elsborete account of these issues also
see Varghese T.C. op, cit , Ch.4

The Malaber peaseant outbreaks populerly known as " Moplsh
Revolts" which originated in 1835 and got intensified in 1876
and also in 1921 hed their roots in agrarian disccntent, See
W, Logan, op,cit Ch,3. Mr, Logan wes a firm opinion that the
"Moppilla outrages were designed tc counteract the overwhelming
influence, when backed by the British Courts, of the janmies

in exercise of the novel powers of ouster and remt raising
corferred upon them", p.584

The history of the movement relating to the first helf of the
20th century is discussed in detail mostly in books written
in Malryelam., See in particular

1.A.K.Gopolen "Mannimu Vendi" (For the Soil) Chinta Publishers, 1075,

2. AK.Podtival "Kerelnthile Karshaka Prasthanathinte Oru Iakhu
chardttrom", (1 Briut Fistory of Peasant Mcvement in Kerala)
Dec»ies 0 ok House  Trivendeoum 1989,

>,3» Yadav-n Nair “"Malabar Kalapem" (Malaber Revolts) Mathrubhocmi
Press 1971,

L.For a brief account of the pariod written in english language

read: EM,S, Namboodiripad: Kerale Yesterday, Todey and Tomorrow".
Ch,7 Naticral Book Agency Calcutta.

The sppo ntment of the Raghrveih Committee to study the I-na

problem in 1927 and the subsequent cnactment of "The Malsba:
Tenanczy .lct of 1929" which snugat to fix feir rents and prevent
arbitrary evicticn, was the first seriouvs atterpt made by tre
Gevernment in this line. However in cenferring honefites to She
pcesantry, the Act proved to he ireffective on account of the
numerous; loophcles provided within it, flsc the Act seemed to
have hed the effect mainly safegurrding the intcrests of the
upper lay~rs of the tenantry - the kencmodrrs on? custcmery
verumpattom’ars-many of whom contimied tc be the intermedieri-s
rather than the actuel cultivators", Sec Varghese T,C, Bp.éitn
P,138
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Land lordism in the State had been clearly on the wane right
from 1957 onwards, as the rent share aceruing to the lendlords .
were being systematically reduced through tenancy reforms

over the whole period, Following the 'Land Reforms fct of
1964} by 1966-67, in the State as a whole about 94 per cent

of leased in land under all types of termre had got fixity

of temure -~ either through the sanction of the Lend Tribunals
or through mutual agreement between the parties concerned, See

"Land Reforms_Survey 1966-67" op.cit, However it also needs

to be pointed cut that as the provisions of ‘the act were being
finally enacted, there was not much surplus lend left in the
State for redistribution, as most of it had evsporsted in

gifts and partitions undertaken since 1957,

For a detailed account of the whole process See .
Lend -Reclamstion in Kerela",V.R, Pillai end P.G.K.Panikar,
Asia Publishing House, 1965, ch.2

Jbid p,20

The price of paddy in Kuttanad regicn incressed from Rs,0.65
per standard para in 1910-11 to Bs.1.71 per standerd para in
15718-19. (Price data correspronds o that of Ambalapuzha teluk
which now form part of the Kuttanad regicn and have been
collected from various issues of "Statistics of Travancore",

formerly pohlished by the Government of Travancore. )

The distribution of lend holdings in the kayal zcne is marked
by ahigh degree of skewness, It is not umisual for fermers
in this zone to owm holdings of the size 5C or even hundred
acres. A sample survey on th- distributien of 1land heldings
in the kayel region by V.R, Pillai end P.G.K.Penikar ccnducted
in 1962 providesinteresting informaticn.

Distribution of Belected Holdings in The Kayal Ares of
Kuttanad by Size
Holdings
Areas in acres No, ' Percentage

0- 10
1 - 25
2b.e 40
1 - €0
61 - 100
100-280
251-500
501~ end above

5

5
]

20

30

15
7.5
2.5

-3
SWARMDIBIONDDN

Jival 40 100.0

nee® to be ceuticned thrt the survey was nct a scientifically
carried ont one, "At the same time the sampls is free frn
my conscious bias", See also "A Note on The Semvle Surveyv
of Kayel Cultivations", pp,60.61

V.R, F1lai end P.G.K,Penikar, op.cit p.48 The reader however
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Estimcte of the arce where clectricity from the Pellivasal
Hydro Electric Prcjiect would e used for dewaterins = purposes

in [lleppey is piven in T.K.Velu-Pillai "Travancore State Marmal™
Vol,IIT P. 504@ Also see “Re ort of the Kuttensad

Commigsion", “overnment of Kerala, 1971 where it deals with the
history of paddy cvltivation in Kuttanad, Ch, III

The decade 1921-1931 was one during which there was 2n un-
precedented growth in population, In the Travancore State,
population increased by 24.8 per cent compar @ to 13,9

cent in the previous decade See Varghese T,C, op,cit. tp T€3-121
the rural sector this implied, not only that there were many
moWths to feed but also that they had be provided with =mploymen

The price of paddy in Kutten'd c@nsistently declined over the
period and by the time it was 1936-37, the priceg had come down
to Rs.0.45 per standerd para, (Source, T.X,Velupillai,
"Irevencore Stete Mamual", Vol III, Ch, XIV, p.30)

Estimates of Avorage Money Wege Rates Paid to Male
Agricultural Lebowers in Kuttanad

Year Wage Rate
Rs, Ps
1921-22% 0.50
1937+ 0.33

Percentage decline = 34

#*Figure obtained frem "Report cf the KuttanadEngriry Commission"
op.cit. p.27 -

“* Tigarce cbtein 2 from the data giver in Census of India 1031 -

Vel, XXVIIT TraVan ore., Part IT Tehles VI Statisties cf Wege

Sketchy discripticn on the fcrm of exploitation ss it preveiled
in Kuttanad in the ‘thirties and 'forties of the present
century are given in scme of the articles written in Mrloyalem,
by leaders of the tresde union movement there, See S.K.,Das
Agriculturel Workers Movement in Kuttanad, published in "The
Golden Jubilee Souvenir of Trevancore Ceir Factory Workers
Union®, Alleppey, 1972,

This phase and more importantly the grcwth of the trade unien
movement cmong factory workers of Alleprey are discussed at
length in articles contributed by various pioneering union
leaders to the "Coir Factery Workers Jubilec Souvenir Volumc",
op.cit,

"Rerort of the Board of Conciliation of Trzde Tisputes in Mate
snd Matting Industrv, Govermment of Trevencore, 1939,

& detriled account on the leaders in thege deys cen be hnd
frem T.V.Krishnen: "Kerela!s First Communist, Prebhet Bocok
House, Trivandrum
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The irrigation projects are Melampugha, Mangalam, Walayar,
Gaystri, Chitturpuzha, Chersluzhi and Potlun"y, They provide
irrigation facilities to paddy fields in the three taluks of
Alathur, Chittoor and Palghat,

The Karshake Samaiam was formed in 1970 with headquarters
Palghat town,. From an initial strength of barely 2000 membég - '
over the years it has grown into a powerful body having morf: . UYAND e -
than 20,000 numbers by the end of 1974, The functioning of\\-*.

the Samajam is mostly concentrated in the telvks of Alathur,® * ~wee-int s
Chittor and Palghat, In these taluks, the Samajam has gixty +.' .7~

29,

30.

N,

Mandalams (units) each having fifty or more members. ( These
details were furnished by Mr., £. Sekhara Menon, President of

the’ Deseeys Karghaka Somejam, Palghat District, )

In other parts of the State, especially in Kuttanad regicn,
workers, irrespective of the fast whether they have been
previcusly employed in the same farm or nct, are allowed to
teke part in harvesting and claim the wage share,

.Yield Rates and the Average Farm Price of
Paddy in Palghat

Year Yield Rates . _ Average Farm Priee
Virippu Mundakan (Rs. per Stendard
(Autumn) (Winter) para)

1 2 3 -4
1962-63 . - 2117 2803 2.78
1962-64 2787 3099 3,26
1064-65 2669 3077 3.53
196566 29/0 2344 6.00
1966-67 2802 3189 ¥ 6.35
1968-69 2697 2857 6.76
1969-70 2921 2738 6.52
1970-71 2611 2731 - 5,82
197172 3211 3289 6.6,
1972-73 3121 2895 8.22

Source: Col.2,3 and 4 Data eollected from the Office cf the
Buresu of Economics and Statistics, Governmment cf
Kerala, Trivendrum

" 'See Francine Frankel: "Indias Green Revoluticn, FEcon.mic Geire

and Pelitical Costs" (Oxford University Press, Bembry 1971).r.: f
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S-e "The Third Degennial World Census of Agriculture, 1970-71
Roport™Tor Kerala €y VOloz Do

(Agriculture Census Division, Bureau of Eccromics and
Statistics, Gevernment of Kerala, 1973).

Figures obtrined from the Regicn=l Transport Office, Pelghat
te oral enquiries made on 25th August, 1975,

The relative advantage s from tractorisaticn ccmes out shrrply

of a Study on Tracter Use and Its Impact on The Farm Eccnomy
of Kerela (Agricultural Divisicn, State Plenning Bosrd, Keral:
hagust 1969)

Ls per this study "On an average, the troctor takes three houri
for ploughing cne acre of Virippu land, 2,40 hours for
Mundakan as against 15 ‘pairs of bullccks required fer one acre;
of Virippu and 18 pairs fcr onc acre of Mundakan", (pp.28-29)
The teble quoted belew (p,R6) alsc indicates thet the farmers
can save encrmous emount by switching frem bulleck lsbour to
tractor plcughing,

Savings of Rescurces per Acre Rs. Ps
Traditicnal plougking cost per acre 26/, (0
Tractor pleughing ccst per acre 67, 00
Saving per acre on Account of Tractcr use 197,00

:On the basie of the figmressfrom the,study, we cpuld aleo markd
.reugh estimates of the number of tracters required te plough

the tetal area under peddy in Alathur, Chittccr and Palghet
taluks, If we assume that the tractors could be cperated at
the rete of 10 heurs a day for 70 days in beth the seasors the
number of tractors required tc plough 68 theussnd hectares und
Virippu (futum) and 55 thousand hectrores under Mundokon (Wintz
in the three taluks (figures cbteined from crep cutting survey
reperts cp,cit, for 1971) shculd werk out to 1150, This
regicn as we have alreedy ncticed have about 850 tractcrs by

July 1975,

Between 1961 and 19¥1, the mumber ~f fgricultural Labcurers in
the threec taluks of Alathur, Chittcor end Pelghat incrernsed by
39 per cent, while during the seme time the ncpulr-ti'n ircrease
by %1 ver cent, It is alsc the ease thet the number of
people whe rsperted as cultivetors declined by 18 percent in
these taluks Auring the seme - decade,

Tctol Prpuleticn, Mumber cof Asricultural Labcuf-' an® Cultivat
in flzthur, Chittcrr snd® Palchat Teluks Durin~ 1961 an’ 1971

1961 1971  Pcrcentzge Ircresf
Populaticn €09,985 978,736 20,83
Agr. Labouerers 140,129 194,723 38,96
Cultivatcrs 54,276 44,628 -17.78

Scurce: Census 1961 and 1971, District Hand Beek of Palghat
OT‘.Cito
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Currently it is very difficult to obtein reliable data on

the actual distributicn of land holdings in Palghat, There

are mumercus instences of land being pertitiocned into smell
benami hol“ings to aveid the ceiling laws incorporated intce

the lend reform legislations. Moreover since the coming of the
graded procurement lcvy system in Kerala in 1964, there has been
a noticesble increase in the partitioning of paddy lands to bring
eech individuel holding belcw the excempted limit, This trend
is clearly indicated by the fact that between 1971-72.and
1974~75 in the three teluks of Alathur, Chittoor end Palghat,
out of a total area of 117567 hectares under rice, the number
of holdings of size less than 2 acres has increased from 26,20¢
to 42,882 with a corresponding increase in the area from 26,034
to 43,194 hectares, (Figures collected from the Department of
Civil Supplies, Government of K-rala, Trivandrum.)
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