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.lG!lICULTlJRAL LABOtR Dl PAI.G!lA± DIST!l;[CT ~. be Pr$I'm1wD;
l'1.ll<Hnge of A SooiO-Econottf,o Ebmrtry

I Introd""tjon

Reoent years Move witnessed a series or legislative enaotmentu ­

'and organisatioml efforto aff ecting agmrian relation. in Ke~' w1tLoh

.vould1.sad one to e."q>ect si¢ficant iJIlprov"",ent in the inCome aD! I il'l'el s

of.living of agrteulturnl Labourexe , Tho state Iegill1.atu:re bas pe...ld

land reform bills vlif ch e ra claimad to be mo re rndi cal than the meaSll.l'e:3

adopt~ 1n ot1l:er .StAt p. s ; in r ecpect of t he implementation of these Al)te,

the Gov8tnmentB in this State have shown as much . resoluteness and speed

as in other states. It is also a fact frat ag ricultu..-a.l labourers hlLYO

organised themselves to a degr-ee far surpassing !Ji.ud.la r efforts elSEllrho i "'EI

in Indio. I'artho.r, monoy !mge. of agrtculturnl lAbourers in KeralA. :"'Vo

registered a substantial tncreaee i n recent years and, a.ccording to aerie I

real. wage rates also have gone up significanU y even higher t.hlm in '?unj 'lb ,. .
tho land of the Green !1evol uti on . ' Whether tho ebove chengee hove led .",

any substantial i.mpl"OVoment in the lot ~ these woIXers is the qu.estion

eDm:tned in this papor.

, Pmnab Eardhan, "Green Revolution and Agrioulbm il. Iabourer9~1,
Ec9!l9llliC and Politic&1 \loekl,y , SpecinJ. ~umber , July 1970. ·
Sao. alao A.V. Jose, l"l:rend s 4'"1 ileal Vago Raton of Agl"i.n1l1+ure.l Inboux-c a "
F.conomic and. Political ~.ekJ,z, Vol . IX, Ifo . 13, l-Rroh J U, '974.

We 1m> vety grsteful t o PrefeO'or T.N.Krishnan f or biB veluab1.e tel]• ., .
suggestions in tho preparat i on ot: t his paper . We ewe a great dasl t.e,
xeeeere Cha.ndan Mukherjee, Purushothaman Nair, e.R, 11air and Mrs. Je: f i
Ponioker f or their ass i stance in t ho tabulat i on of the dat a, lie el,. "
wish to thank Profesoor K.lI. Raj , Prof . II.Krishnaj i , Professor K,l . U,. ·i
and Kathleen Ocu.gb for their c O!r.Jn81rl;s c:1 an earlier draft, ".

Wo woul.d not have been shl. to eOlrluot the field survey but feI ·a
liberal grsnt frao t he Indian Council of Sooiel Soieiloo Rs.'I1I'GIl. '
Dr• .Joan JI.enohar's association vit h t his study was supporl.ed by E. F...::·..
from the CU=onhiJll Famlation on:! WOllner-gran Famleti on for
Anthxi>pa1.oglce1 !lesoarch,



Agra rian reform.. "hich vere in~rodw:ed in Kenlla durirlg the :lAst

·tu deca dea, for exomple, Kerela AgmrlAn Ilelationa Act (1960), Ke.raia
u r.1 R8fo",s Aet ( 1')63) , KernlA Stay of Metion Proeaoclings Aot (1 967 ), .te;"

W' I d the reslJ1t of l one s truggle s in which t he agricult ural labou.x:er a were

a : DO actively involved. These n f orns were mainly a.1mod at the fixity of

t.flure ani fai r rent , to start t.:i. tll J and subsaquently, abolition of int 0I":""

m.d i.arios in land J t.cnan .:y r ef'orma , ceiling on lAnd boJ di ngs and rodistrl-

b 11.ion of surplus Land in !'lIVCU!" ',;f tho l.andl.e 9s . !biever, as it tuIncd

O' L· " the land rercrme boile:d dovn to e, t .ranaf'cr- of land from tho tenner

1 ~pa1 landJ..o rds or i.nt :::nllodiLl t,~ t.ctl2.nta to Lhe t onant s at the loY01' Lcv cka ,

;,. ~d gn.i.!'iC£l.Ilt aI!lOtnlt of ~nti. Lccaeo t.hc proper-ty of large tenant rareer s ,

l ,u-t.hor, bcrere the relcvant pJ'a"lieions of t.he land refOIm act came into

r u-cc , moot of' the holLlillZ.:l "'~ :":: .:h exceed ed the ceil.ing limit got partitioned,

1~l-n.ne very lit U o r or n diz ~ l'ilmtillTl a mong t ho lhndlcss Q,gl'icultuml l.?botU'­

~ t:l .
2 AU t btl t the a.eri.cullU1~ll Iabcurezs eot out of the land refOJ:DIriaA tho

·. IIr:or ship tigh~s over tJld r !1(,r:) ,it o:..t.d3 runging from 5 to 10 cents. 'lhw:,

t he benefit!! of recent, land r ct'orma have been mostly cor..fined to. f ormer ,

1L t\lln t s •.
It is tn.e th\t e e 11 r dsult of the: redcnt.Leue organiSEl.tionA1 cfr,,:-,- ,:,

' ..
I~ul:t~ labouror~ ~~ve been abke to put an e.'1d to the oo st nlthle9s

' . .

Or:tginally when the Kerola Ag:ro ~'iC. l lFlalat~On:::J Act· was iiltrodueod, " than
'Jlevenuo Minister o13timatod." thb ~1Xt.cn"': of surnlua land above COilll18 J.imit
a t 1.75 lakh acr es. By '~61 , when t he Kern.h 1.0.00 Rci'onns Act WOoS i:it~ ..
d~ed, t he a rea of land Ln exc ess of t he cci..li.ng came down to 1.15 ~'11.

40roS. By tho <Jld of larch 19'12 . only 691 oalli", returns iJ;\volv.! · .,: ;:,ceca
ecrea Woro f'il.cd; the f.ct U.U aao ur rt of Lend declared. as surplus to:,,' "1'" ::::r."
of lliy 1973 dW'indlcd r rce t his t.r. IJ)(XXJ c eres and tho acttnl ex:tcnt "':of :'~ hj
redistributed by tJ1a t dn f.c ....ac ::J. mere 956 acr es . Sea H.A. Oornr.lC~n, •. "'7/;- ~··.!.

of IMd IIeto"". in K.rol~. OxfOM e, l!lH PUblishiJlg ce. , 1'175 . P.34.

) ",... at exploitation =d bting about """-0 iJ::provOl:lCUt in t h.o1r working
, . .

Il(Jndition s . They have succoc:dcd ~,o l;.;:.ke t.he St.c:.to int CIVGnC in f ixing hO'U'::
I.



of work t.nd mi..nimum wagoa , Indt:crl".til t he PrUffhn t regi on , thor o has been

a substant ial Incree eo in t he \.'9gr,.:o:) (hu'inf, t ho past f i ve years or so.

Whotl-...er the Increase i n wage rnt.es ha s l ed to an improvement in t ho enrrdnga

of ngricult uml labour hou schofd a would depend upon il:.he trends in the cl':'Iploy·

mcmt levels . We have no evidence or r eason t o believe that there has

cccurred nn increase i n the tota l voLumc of tlgric\il.tural waee amploym:mt. 01

t he other hand the nUJ1b.:! T of agr-lcul .t.ura.L Labourer's ha s inoreased aver tho

years. It is alao t rue thc t. ccr-tedn t .radd'tdona.Luvcnuea of employmen t. for

the members of these houo..-ho.lda hevc bCQIl cl osed " Thoroforo, we havo a

hunch t.hat the dnc r -ee so in I"a ~e ra tee lw s been offset by a decreaee in t ho

average number of days of' CEplOyml~ht, par worker-,

The present abudy is M.SOO on priJna.ry data colleoted in the courcc

*of a fiold 6tUVOy ccndu-rt od in one of the vd.Ll.acos .ln P["~lghat distric t.•

Incidcnta.:rJ.yJ P~,hf.l t, "Tn.:: one ":Jf ",-.he '0.-10 di s t ricts in Korala cover ed in

Ba.rd.hanl s st uiy. A acmp'Le of 5n ngr-tcuj.turcL Labour' households was e.urvcycd

during 197G ccvo ring t M O paddy Sv.1.SOn3, viz . , 1'h.Iru:akan (vfrrtcr ) and h..t!l.; ".

(summer ). Some of t ho f indinGS cf thi~ 5W'\fCy e rc p resent ed bela:'.'.

I I ActiCUUU1!?1 L"'IhourGl's .in P'".l gha i.. lli.::t.rict :
An.. 0Vur -viatT

r . Relative ~ze of ;.,'·Ti. c ul-",: 'J. :'f~l L'1t..cur-e r-s

Befor o 1-10 pr -ocood t o exaednc t he r'ceul. t.s of' our investige t i on i t

ma.y bet uaef'ul, to hnvo c. broad pdctur-o of arrricult ural labour in Palg:1ll.t

district s a ;; a :,r!ll)l c" Arnone all t.h:.l dist.ricts in Kemla , Pnlgha.t ID S the

* 'tho field survey I'omra a. part of a lar ge r r-esea r ch proj eot on tho 900":" :::-
eceeondc aspoct:; nf tho adopt i on of 1Jieh yielding variet i es of rise :!..l .
Kuttanad and Pnlghnt., the t"W"o rne j or rico gI'OW'ing c r ee e in Kera'ln ,



!,

larR0st numbor 01' ar.:icul t.llr.ll L'11JC)\u",.u'::J . A3 of 1971, Uta total number

of nJricultU:JUl Labour'eru in i-al~:il:t.t caec t o 2.93~ of these , 1.41 lakhe

wei'" eej.ea and 1. 52 Inkhc ve i-c r<)fi'\l~~ .

Agricultur.tl Labour-er-a ccnat.Ltart e 1$ .40 por cant of all W'orker .s in

tJ1L_ district , a s agtdnut. ) (,.(:8 po-:.r ccsrt, tor tho 3to.te as 8 vhc'Le , this

J'l ~· .JI I() rt.ion being the highe st ~roOlll' ,ill ~.hc 'distric t s . Furt:hcr, agricu1tur:-.1.

l 'lb.,urcrs as Q proportion of' tete I vorkc z's in ir.du:st rial ca'tO£OrioB I, !I

nr :J I I I , tha t i s , lle ricul t lU"c : t:ll .::.lJi od ectdvf tdcs , comus to 71 .47 per ccnt .,'

l. :,;.o t ho high'::tlt :Locr.e .-ill t.he ·U st.r .i.ct ::: . TIle co r rcepondu tg proportion f or

t; ',. St..'\te as 8 :.tlwJ.c co rked cut t .c 55 .31 which , i t my be noted , 1s. tho

i . t l;host ;l r.lOng ull t.'I1c Ste -t ca i:. t .ru. l Inddan Ih i an . (Appcr.d:1.x Table 1).

Tho ra t io o~.. a grdo ultura.L I r.bcucr -a to cultivntora QOIt t:S to 3.00 in tho

~ j :.-tl"i.ot , s s agnin3t 1. ';-: t'or- h.~l ~:1..:1 ural 0 . (,1 f or the oountry AS a vhokc,

l'tt Laba t t opu t.he list in rv-spoc't of t.hi a ratdo ol eo .

Tho ccsparatdv c posd t.i .on of Pll.l ghat in t he lT~t.ivo sizo of agriau1­

l:tl.rnl labour fo rce i s urou.;hl. out i.n Tabll!l 1 .

It is I.t c.l~ knc..m t.b..::.t l:t,,: rnl rt h'13 t ho higho.:Jt mn-latXi ratio among

er.L t ho States in WiL . 1'h' ; mm'aor- of ng rit:ultUIUl labourers per- hccterc

{If nTQ9 undor ?r'...nci pcJ. crons LlOrl 3 out to 0.32 in J4nLla in 197~71 ae

ft L"8.i.nst 0 . 30 f or tho COtI:1 t ry 5..3 0 vhckc ( So.., Appendix Table 2). The number

of agnculturul le.bourcrs pe r bectez-e of gross oroppod area in PalghB:t. CQm€9

'to 0.87, again t he biC-h.::at. i n the jtc.to . 'liIO nur.lbor or agricultural.

lAbourorn por hecta r c oi (groS iJ ) cropped az-ce in the various districts in

l1ivcn in Tabla 2 .



T~i blc 1 : SI ZE OF ACRI ClILTlhlAL r.:.DOlJiERS IN TIlE ::-mi'1'f",T DIST;-,IC', OF 1"'/.1,'_, l'J1l

';0.01' ~tuml JAbo_ No.of Agt-iCll1 t nml lc.bourcrs
I6tio of lllrrlcul-

Kl108 : Ibmloii : _ ~rsotlll
culti- a s Q. proportion of :

tural lAbouroraDia t rict vaters: All Total workord
to oulti"VatorePer- workers in Industrial

eces• . ca tegories I
to m- -----

1 Connonoro 134264 10011 9 242J83 13Cl!78 33 .84 58 .96 1.85
2 Kozhll:odc 105Sll4 ~3J,B 149332 826err 36.17 51.00 1.81
3 Mllappw= 131741 64913 196645 94713 38 .79 61. 19 2. 00

4 Pa1;lhat 141300 151575 292881 95204 J,B .40 71.47 3.00
5 Trichur 104901 9J302 1<;8203 82351, 33 .40 63.80 2.41
6 Ezmkulam . 90468 62291 152759 100547 21. 74 52. 10 1. 52

'" 7 Kot tcyum 115014 46200 161214 150655 25 .04 38 .4J 1. err
S Alleppcy 11060') 72872 183J,B1 957Sll 31.93 55 .87 1. 92

9 Quilon 109318 3~29 143647 185620 19 .92 38.80 0.77
10 TrivlUldnJJl 1195755 712359 1900114 11 06663 30 .68 55. 31 1. 72

Source: Census or India, 1971, Ko rala , thi cm Consu3 Abstract 1971.



District.

Tablo 2: Illt-IIlEfI OF I.G -.IC ~1;nT.: ir, !-lEOL'!'J:llS PIJl HECTARE

01" e~i'r . D AREA, W7~71

llumbor of agricul­
tural l...cbO'.J..-or s por

__________.. ~~~;:ro.:;.. _

1 Palr.""~ 0.67

2 Tric!nu' 0.81

) Alloppcy 0.79

4 fuUlppurom 0.78

5 Trivnndn.ml 0.75

6 e..umanortJ 0.68

7 Ern.alnWun 0.54

8 Y.ozhikod o 0.54

9 Irottay= 0.44

10 'luilon 0.40

EstiJMtcJ on t h" ''''';.0 0" : Conoun of 11)71 and
Kom~ llionom::Lc Review.

;Z . level of' E'.d\lCl!.tion

Tho Level, of cduca td.on fl !:l :ng 'till) llgrieulturnl labourers in th,)

,li s t rict io vorl' much lOIJ..: r t.onn t h.'\ t of t hdr cctertcrpar-ta ol s OW'horo

in Koral.n. D.litor,Jtl)~ rorccd a' .4C per ccrrt and 94. 90 per cent r ospoo+.-".v ~.~

... rn0!l8 mal o o.nd fCl·~l .:. CCricultu..T"tll Labcuror's in Pnlght.lt in 1961, tho

~,j,ehost amona .::.ll t.h.J dicrtrict~ . (l!1 t.ho other tnnd , the propor-taoncf

...ork01"3 with even p~r/ ciducntdon constituted only 1.59 per oant c.:JO:1g'

"'4-:10 and 0.42 pe r- cent MlOI"lt: femalo labourers, tho l(JrloBt in tho State.

l1ithin tho district itf:cl f , the L.d ueationa:" lC'lcl.a of cgricult wul 1Abt'tU'Cl':

~ro flignific..'U1t) y l:>olow that of the totD.l !lO!'ulation of ....erkere and non­

-lonc or £! . Tho oducatioI'.:ll Levcl.s of llg ricultut'3.l JAboU1"oI"s 3.I1d that of ":.01",

!.otal populAtion in tho cli.."forent districts ceo presented in Table).
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3. Composition of Agricull.urol l.nbour

(n ) It roy be rocsllo<i tint in Po.J.glnt di strict f eeel o agricultumI

Iabourors oumumbe r malo acriculturnl 1Abourors . Of tho total. agricult uml

lnbourors hero fom'llo vorecra llCCO\D'1t for about 52 por cent , as against a

littlo eve r 37 per cent ror tho S~tc as a whole.. Tho proportion of IIl£l. Lo

and .rowa Q.gricultwt\l workers in the di fforent dist.ricte i s givon in

Tnblo 4.

Tablo 4: PROPORTION 01' Kill! AlID !'E1!AIE AGRICULTllt'.L L\B01JR
1:1 OI FFEllEllT DI STRICTS (19'71)

Fcr.nl c s ~nlos-- --------------- - -
Di~tri.ct Nur.lbe:r Pe r cent, Humber Per cent. ToW

---------------------------- ----- - _ .-
1 Pslgh.,t • 151575 51.75 141300 48.25 292883

2 Trichur 9;)02 a .or 104901 52. 93 1 ~2OJ

3 Cnnrvmoro 100119 1,4.61 1 3/~U,. 55.3 9 242353

4 Ernslru1c.m 62291 1.0 . 78 9OI.r,s 50 2" 152759,. ~

5 Alloppoy 72f'.72 39 .71 1101,Q9 1-.:.:.29 1{l31,81

6 ~h1AppUI'lll!\ 64913 33 . 01 13171.1 (-6. 'J) 196645

7 Kozhikodo 4331» 29.03 1 05~1. 70.'Tl 149:332

e Kottnyom 62291 :s.u, 9Ol/:>ll 71.34 152759

9 Quilon 34329 23 . 09 1t'9J 18 76. 91 14~647

10 Trivandl"um 351. 10 1e .80 1521 1,8 81. 12 1 ~~' ~5 8

Koro1A 712359 07 .33 11 9575~ &" .67 1900114

I t m y be not....-cl thr:.t Pnlgho.t holds tho fi rst rank in tho propc r--
•

tion of fomlo vcrkcr-e t o tot...'ll a.gricultuml labourors in c.ll tho diBtri l ~ t:::

or Kcrslc . In thi3 ccnncctdun it. La worth ,,:nLimdng t lnt t he ro tio OC' "<'0

number of fomlo labour to unlc labour 13 highor in rico thnn in othor C l Y:o~ q .



TABill J : Um::;,i.Tl Oij;..1 LE\l7:;L";: TotAL POP1J!.::.'':ION or ','07U:Er;.s jll:D i,ON- l!«( :j:K t.5 , lJ./D <'\G!~Ci.rrrUlt;l L tI,ilOilRE \3, 1961

! !' _ !O.. _:. ,-_ _1~~.J . r. ..ebt itLI'"! "':..:: . _ _ . ":.-n ~ x : -: ::

!.1t..::reta Prl.mary l'htricula.
\lithout or junior t icn end
od uc rrtdon-. ban e c bcvc
~1 Lc vo'l .s

AgrieW.t arra.L lllbouror .

DlitOl"".to
11:1trieulation
and cbcvc

-, --- - --- - - - --------- - - -- ---
. Primary or .
Junior 'S:l sic

------,--
I.iit aro.t c \Iithout
oduC03.tional a cvefe

Total popu.ln.tion ot workers arid DOn-4JotXor D
•

D.1itern t.o

"

--------- - ---------- ------ ---------- -- -
Per- 1'-' Fc - Pcr- u- l Fc- Pcr- " 1 F~- P.,}r- ' t.,. , p.:-.- , FI)- 1"1 F'c- " 1 Fv- "-- 1 Fo

'u.LC I"U 0 I"n c i ,"'...1. 0 j't.. .c -c, c: , 'n 0 I -U ..
sene u:c.le sonn mal o sons M I a cone rnLc Tl'I.l (; !!lll c 1a."1 1o '" I!l:l------------------------------------------------ ------ ------- --~._------------------------------------------------- --

..

•

.'

1. 59 0.\2 ....:' . 4G o.co ~~ 1 . l.P ')1, , 9: ' 1: »n .4 .68

1. 70 CI./.•.o (1·.86 91. t: '; ~ .OO 6 .73 4 . W 1. 40 0 . ("7

2.09 0. 47 50.3 1 SJ .~' 36. 76 1 3 .~ 6.82 3 . 140.01
3. 51 1. 44 55.77 86 . ~4 3~ . 15 11 .41 5.96 1. 61. 0. 13 0.1

3. 49 2. 02 61.77 78. 80 ; , .02 13.37 3. 14 2. 76 o.(~

3.57 u n 56. 91 78. <;0 37.sa 18.90 5. 39 2. 11 0.09 0. <

3.53 1.56 sa .n 86.8e .' 6. 25 11 .8; 5.47 1.380. 10

3 .95 1.7630.88 60.60 56.03 33.79 12.915. 38 0. 18 c.:
3. 99 2. 11 39.01 66. 'Tl 57.56 30. 27 6. 27 2.73 0 . 1~

67'.C'!) 59.C9 '14.3124.</ ) 30 .74 19.73 (..JS 7. 7C 5 . 17 1. 5','

61.34 50.73 71.80 ~? 47 34.71 Zl'.35 10 .12 12 .2L 7.45 1. 05. '

60. 53 49.62 71. 01 27.27 34 .65 20.18 10. 93 1; . 58 " e .36 1. 26
57.65 49. 46 65.73 30. 44 35. 6(, 25.29 '; ./.4 11.36 7 . ; ; 2.1.7

52.8346. 01 59.00 32. 89 37.8928,31 11.5612.61 10. ;) 9 2.72

51.6944.58 sa.71 34. 4' 39.06 29.81 11.1712.80 9. 56 2.71
50.06 /,2.8 0 57.32 34.86 39. 04 30.68 12.51 14.59 10. /,2 2.57

44.50 38.50 50.70 36.35 38.94 33.64 16.27 18. 58 13.86 2.87

43.44 36.5950.09 40.63 44.82 36.58 '12.8914.61 11. 22 3 .04

Po.lghat

Ko<.hikode

Canmnoro
Trlvundrum

Trichur

Errnl'111Jllll

QuUon

lfot 1:4;yam

Iill.oppoy

Sourco : Computed ft'Ol:l Census 1961, Korolll, Di. t riet CCllSUB JlBndbooks.
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74. _ l lAll RllAD

AIIiIIlI mlR, ADUll lllDRAlHJ1I

1.srJ. bho fnct cf tho IMttor ia tint Palghet district ncoomts for a very

bieh propo,rt1on of t ho total nr oo under rice in tho. 3tnte. Oporations in

, rica cultivation liko ~,;, :mnBp1:alting, WGoding nnd, to a ~rga mant, h":-­

v08ti~ and th,rcshing gono~ drrvcdvc mora fornlc labour thIln mla ~'"\bO:'l

Fi,lrth9r, tho impa.ct of mochonisntion GO !'lr in ricc oultivation bas b t;O:l

tolt in dewaterinz, ploueh:l...ng, L .."Vclling , cee , \olhich tm~t1~l.:1J ' "'0: 0

cnrrioi out 11ith m.~.l n Labour , and the prcc can of r.cchc..'urlsa'tiOn, hcW'ovc.: r

limited in scale M S,mCAnt di spL-',cone::nt of rnc:.los. It 119 also tnte ' th.nt

P.::.lgMt district h,." U cxpcrdcnccd s iZl'ri..fic.'1J"it out...r.drirotion of JIlll1:::IO to

t ,..mil Nodu. 1..ll t.h l,lou r:'lc tor~ no.y h:-,'TO contribu tc.:d to tho ra1Ati" o.1.y 'dogr.

rotio ot: f emale Labour 1..'1 tJ1i. :~ \1i ~~t rict .

(0 ) It i n n1 $D Ri~Tl.iJ:·i rm.n t. to no tc t ha t 0. good p z-opcr-tdon of

t h.:l schcdul.. d caabca ~l n<.~ cellcduliX", t :;:iboa . : j.f:, it mnttcr cf fllct, ":.his "1 :-..

t rict has -the lc.rgc a~~ nua'bor' o!' rl g!i. cult u."'3l Inbourez-a bolonging tc tJ l .'\1:

Labcuror's belonging tc cchcdukcd cc .etoc end schcdul.cd t ribos 'in the dii'f: :

districts of Kornl.'·" itl prcoontoo in Tnblo 5.

TnblCJ 5: /.l:i?JCTJL'r1.Jl'":·~L r...:J30T):',F.nS F"""rtOJ·; n o:' -SCIU HJL3> Ci\sr~,

.~,Jif. SCI.:murOO T;~IB£'iJ 1 \~61.

---------
District i-"c!:' ;JOll S Ih 1.od FOliCl ..:" Per centage m .re_______.. .. ..1E£~onDl." ~..._P

1 Polghot 851138 3%32 46006 24.29
2 l.llcppoy 5C£12 2325", 2c55e 14.38
3 ](c,zhilrodo 411685 23615 25Cf/O 13.7tl
4 Qu:I.lon 45969 27814 18155 . 13~01
s Ernoku1Am 28900 13555 15353 s..,S
I) Triohu:r 2S5411 12947 15601 S.,,",

'7 Tri_NIl 24172 15020. 91526~
S .CaruIonoro 23545 109411 12597 ; 6J.66
9 y.ot1;ayam 17111 9387 77?.J, 4.84
__~:!!..l.o_ 2~2~!!L_-1m7L....1Z§g16 ~~.

Source: Computod frol ", ('.Cl'1SUD of India, 1(;(,1 J Vol.VII, Kori:ilo}Part V .:
Spec i~l Tllb lotf r e i- ..3c,h.~J.ul .rl CC'.atc: s end Scheduled ,Tri.'OO8, t - ' "';~'
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I t m.y bo noted tln t Pnlgha:t a ocount.s f or noarly ono fourth,

:'4 . 29 por cent, of t ho tot.:ll . gricult UIlll lnbouror e of KotulA belcmging

t.o this cntcZOry, tho r cm:d.n i..ng t.hrcc qlr\rtors baing shared by the oth~r

f~ districts . Howev er , i t dcsorvca ment i on Ul:.1.t a sign1...ficant proportion

c " the: achcduked C.:I.-:i.05 popul.vtdcn in tho rlis t ric t s ~ri..ng to tho nortJ: lZl1i:

..cut .h of Palgh.:.t di.9tri ct c-d..rae ...··1 IslAm and Christia.nity r espectively to

.cccpc th.~ od i W:l of cc s tcs ll.l.~V .,~: hopi.ne to cain more oquitnblo cccncrdc

~ . t'portunitio~ . 'I'! ii 3 r.\..;.:i r" I'll;" ~:Xpl.::in t he 1001(;1' proporti on oE workcr~

lr~oneing to tln .o group i n t.il.; ctn cr- di3t.:d.ct.o. It i s also interosti.ne

: -. ObSOIVO th,-; t -, fon.aLc !.;:-. tJol.u·l~ nl outnumbe r nnla Labour-era in the case of

v1' soma oth.... r dis tricto nk sc ,

In sum, PnJ.;thAt (li st r-lct M O a lnrgc ntuabor of agricultuml 1P.~.";'\i...,. .~

l"olAtb"oly t o 'the tot al cropped m'ce , M:>ru t ln n hal f of them arc tom...!..»,

rhoy' nrc 8ociall"v and oducat dcnaH y oockwc.rd.

nI StudY J'.r.;t\ r.m SuNg)" DO:li·!Jl

(a ) AQ mcnt donod nbovc , tJ1C field aurvdy wus coriductcd in one:

If t ho vil.l.cj;os in h lj;l",t t<llul, . The popUlAtion or l'l:.lgbll.t.tllluk. cc,o .

, ~ f tho rave tnl uks in tho district. was 36 .9001 :tn 1Cfl'. i.o., 21.90 p ",::" cr;.... ....

l i t" tho dis tti.ct t oto.l . or ~ri.s ,72 . 14 per- c;n t '~'O. 9 rurcl And 27.86 per C~ ....

,,,·ben. Tho liw rncy ro w in the u~uk a a of 1Wl =0·to .(1:.81 per '-'I~.

J ...!. I':. h.s of which 58 ,558 or 4L::' par Cent were ~ericultUl"el It.1:lou..-cr :J.
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:Iho population of the """plo villAgo = 1'<llIlg to tho 00l1SUS of

1'171 wao around 9000 of llhich about 3000 II0ro OOlllltod 00 II0rkOI'D. Of tho

·to tc.l workor3 in tho villllgc , Q little ovor 47 par cant . rcportod a s agri_

cultU111l laboureI'D. Tho vi11llgo JNlclny;>t camprioos 7 IIardo of llhich 3 lie, '

.oloctod f or tho prosent smvay. In tho sol.oction of tho three wart. duo

lloight ""8 given to tho ropresontl\tien of cultivntor. of dllfonmt rtrllt.>

eed agricuJ.tUItll labour hc\l3ehcld. , cbc ,

Rico i. t he principo.l crop in the saloctod 'ti1l<lgo llhich eeectvoc

II"tor f rom the lhla"'JT="" irrigotion project . thdsr tho t radit i ons ]

croppi..ng pcLttoI1?-, rico u sed to be cultivatod duri:og 'bIo soasons, vi:;:. ,

Virippu (t.ut= ) and Ilundalmn (l/int or ) . Of late, IIith tho ooll2:li.sioninl;

of tho Iillampuzho i rrigo.tion pro ject , a t hird oI'O!', Punl" ( Summer), boo boon

introducod in soma par-ts , Ih lor tho tmditionol cropping pattern the

first orop, Virippu, rnsinly a roinfod crop , is sown in tbyam bs:Ivostod

dur1ng lato August, 5Jptcmbor or October depending upon tho =rioty .f

sceds sown and tho timing of t he South west eoneccn . For Mtmc1eJrnn, 8~·of.r..~

stArts in Octobor and h..'ll'Vl)sting i s eprccd ovor Jt1J1U\ry-Fobn:ary. Tho
.

duration of the Punjn c rop i s f roM l ·':'Itc .r...l.nu~uy t.o (,).'\rly l1:Ly•
•

I10\IOVOr , thorn is coneddcmbdc ovc:rl:t pp:1J'lg of tho cropping ecc ecn ,

Within one largo contiguous bl ock of ric e fiol ds , one comes [lerose plo~:.s ·~t

ditforcmt stagcs in the: cult ivation cycl ..: ,~ from plougbirlg and tr:~.J­

plAntation to M IVoStir.g and thrashing. ThuD, thlJ virlppu c rop avorl.:lpa

int o Ilundokon lllId Mtmdnkan crop i nto Punja , Tho ovorlap;>1llg of Vi rioppu

t:.nd 1lundok0ll is tr.lllitionnl in thin o reo f or 0 nutlbor of agroncd.e oM scoW

roasons. nlC soci3l rcr ocne relat o to tho tendency of cultivators tc. r ..agg.::r

tho II0rk f or their po=ont labour reree, 'Iho resulting picturo i c .~ ver!tlU

moenio of rico crop (I.t vee-tees stagos of grc:wth.
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Tho three wards covered by our su:rvoy oontainod 900 nnd odd

. ~Fo!lold"; Of this,176 ware cultivator houeaholds and 270 agriaultural.
I

1~ha~ households. = rcnnining households holongod to othor ooaopatioml
,

Clln..cgcrdca, 11 good proportion of tho r,grieult u:ml Labourer-a oonsist of

l: bd jnns and Vc.dukno (Il Iunri.L ape.....ki."lg backward class); thero wore also

'ih::.t c .:l fc;.l Ezhe.v.::.s (nn dnt.crercddnto QO:3to between lhrijcns and upper caotoa

BmbJnins end llairs).
\ ,

Agriculturol Labouror-n c r ; fairly well orgnni.acd in this area.

; ·r.w t majori.ty of them bc.Ionz to t.h c 1\:-.rzh.:lla> Thozh.:i.1Ali u:u'on undor the

,".r. r.oo. According to OT..-.; Leeder' 01' t his uuon, it is into-resting to note,

:I!:,m t. -throo-fcur-th s of t.hc member-s of his thion o.r c !'onnloa. As 0. rosult of

:h.J orgnni.aod effort of t he co rker-a, vagc rnboa bcvc rogilfterad a ::tiac in

; c.ccrrt tdmcs, Durillg 11;75-76 , the d.-Lily vego n...to of agricultural lnbou :Jr::

jr-L c c pravni.ling in the l oeia it,yat the timu, tho money equivnlont 'of ·r,:.!~o

e bove woLlld be Os.?8 and R~. 6. 5 respcctdvul.y, For harvoatdng end thrcshir..J,

reckoned in bcrme of a ra'tdo 01' tho gross produce, Tho prevni.li..ng WllffO · .-.c ."e

. flU' harvosting now a days La 1/7 vlri.Lc sene cultivators continue to lXlY :, t

1!h.:J rate of 1/8 of the gross produce'. But t hen, as J..'lW as 19'70 or 1S71,

t il!""! ~OI?go rotc for harvoetdng and throsh.ing \{D.fJ 1/1 0.

l ~bourors have reported the tactics wl".ichsomo cultivators r-esor-b to of lr-:'c

r.n ordor to roduco t ho WUlI\., oS: Inbouror'a, ThUS, the labourers nrc Elllct.tod

t l ~ boat. the rico bu:ndJ.os for thr\;shir..g only we tir:'los, loaving ' sOC! :; :=t".in

nL.ll in tho bundles. 'l'ho bursfLc i3 ptrt c eddo and aftor Q. fow ~a.y:3 worl:or':J
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(b) 1..B tacntdoncd nbc vo, tho survey "'ll.9 conduct-ed in 50 .a~ricul-:-.urr.

lnbour housoholdn ack cc t.cd ,;,.t ItUID.o::l from tho tot.-U 270 such r:lIni..li .:os r ..oi~l

in tho t hroo sampl e wn rde in t-ho Pr.nCMyP.t . A. schcdukc covcrin.3' c1c oogm pl:';!

dotnils , cnsto , h.:vol of ..duca'td.on , cccupatacn stn.t,U3, housing oonditio~~,

aeeeus and liabilit i c D, cuz-rcrrb borrowi.n.g:l, cnploymcnt , w~gos, ate . W:l13 Cl\..TJ.

investigators , lielli-i; of bcuschcdd a , d rr..:v1ng the ca.rnplc I eec , 'W:1B :o~lcto:

harvo.tin;r of tho l'unddc:m crop 1,75- 76 "". nlr.>out evor and t ho :In:l.ti.aJ.
4

opcrutdone f or th.J 1976 Punjn ju::,~. ccnccacod , The dcaign of tho pros o::u-t.

ro lJOC1rch proj :')ct. ..nvi :1~ ' :",,~ col l.ect i on of lint:. for ~l.1l tho thr...'U 01'0;>0, vJ.z. :

r.Clr " thur p....rJ-~~ 01 til '. di ~:trict' l ViriP;l\l i ... :'l. r~jor crop :-m , th ere t o! .-" Po

• Tho invcat i :p.t.vrt : vi:.:i ~'.oci. "he ':::- \I ~ll. 1 1c'\1t,i~hold ::: r,l.mcmlly during uuch t i n l
lfhon tilO n cmbnrlJ ,..\)1'.... av ~i..l.r.bl~ nt. hom", a.nd cOlnpct. m tivuly frllo ::u:d wi ' .linl
t o givo in!olln,..H en. : 'c i"~ur.J t .hc no\ ,~b"r:: of t ho .... c h ':lusohole.a qtit c res­
ponsive. Tho\V!il t hey (\.1\ ) no t- ...<l1\Ct', t.ud , t.lll)~· SOD;ted t o be fully conacd. ouo
oi" t :lOir ril:ht~ .,"'Jld ::,:''i...:~,, '; '.i tt1l3 cr.d .. ~I" " :r to "'n!i'l" ul' il!'r'J 'lucation I= onJ 'tCI
them . TlwMf(lr.:l , it lor.: :: '.' Ct:>.1p·: ...~ ~tivu).y OO~.V tc. ak fo r our invost i~:ltor::

t o r:s tab lioh t ho n~c'- IJ Ol. ~:r:..· r"-.J..flflort. ~ :i t 11 t.h\.n .
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i:ocplc.:to pi.ctur~ will CWK:~'j 'Jn1.~'" "'.ftcr vc h:I.V C covered too f orthcOCJing

, i rippu DOCson in 1976 .

f U l od for each ,gricult\.1~l Labourer' in :.v ory hou3ohold and tJ:lo.t too fo~

' h O we bC!l DOnS 30fl=1.':'".+.c-l~· .. Bc.:ri.d.;s t h Q cchod:ulo covering doto..ils of to

:..:.!:t OO"... J"'".1 Otl1g" -~.ion3 , n:,..::t c:.IZ of Wl.J';' fICl.:fl'1':.Jlt" credit ncode , sources::.r.d

I It-hor :!' ob.:::crv:-. t i m.s r.nd i ! 1jlJ' !)dor. ~ ~in...d in t ho courso of their visit s

~ : , . l inCOI:'lC hzrvo :'J 1~ j · .J li:rl. t ,t i l ,.I1;: .

IV (j1cro l Ch:. ~.~t~li. r;t i c ~ of tlJ..: $leola Househ0lda

(a ) TI,,; present. c ', 1,J.. - i '."l ulud ;0 agricultunl1 lLlbour !louBGboJ.WJ .

(If ~a, tho fillocl \If. aehc dul.c u i 'or 5 houschcdda cont.tJ.in..d cortc.in P I'=- ~::{

.
.: ,r rc r s 01J"'.d, t.1".':'1"o£or .,) , loj .;,!"... I" . ';'.JC ~ _'Ii r: t; ~h... "t1.I:t... or t..-lbuln.tion. Tho fC'llo:1i.:~

ar.n l.,ytli s i a baaed Ct:l tJl ; ,b f·:",. · ~ll _-ri .cd for t he rO"Cining 45 houz..:~':'; •

.
+. ~ .,,'bout 5. In 26 UOl::: ....:lU.L.:. ..: ;:h.,; :>':' w .:..J 1.:3 t: t.h."m 6 no:cl.lons end in ·.l:~



(b ) A lit tJ. o <Nor cno-tfu.rd of tho """,bor s at tho mt>plo holisoholde ,

74 out of 218 , bc.I o"!: to tho n~o Sroup 0-15; thoro nrc 27 porsons ;.n tho

group 5S yooro ~.rrl nbovc , The rrlot. of tho OCT.lbors , n litUo ovor one Inli' .

D. TO in t he r..«e group 16-55 j-eer-s ,

Toblo 6 : /·GB COIIPOSITIOli OF Til? l IP< iBBT"s OF TIlE HOWEHOIllS
DY 3IZE OF HDtI3EllOIll S

- ---
Hou.'Johold 1-2 3- 5 6-8 9-11

/.11
o1zo . hou<o"ol dc

f~,~p .H F P M Y P H F P M F P ~ . F P_l_ ____________________..._.__..__._ __ _ _ ____ _ __ _ ____ _

0- 5 4 3 7 7 9 16 1 1 2 12 13 25
6- 10 3 5 e 11 6 17 1 1 2 15 12 27

1'··15 5 2 7 7 6 13 2 2 ", c ~2

16-25 1 1 7 10 17 11 1(, '7./ 19 2(, /.5

21>-35 1 1 5 7 12 r, 8 17 1 1 15 16 )1..
36-45 1 0 3 3 I. 7 I,. 7 11 1 1 9 l J 0 ' ·

" '".
46-55 2 0 5 ? 7 I,

,
10 9 K 1 ~:,. "

I~bovo 55 1 , I. 5 7 12 5 I, 'J 1 1 2 12 15 ..~.. ..,
1.11
moaborn t 7 11 17 I r· 'Ii' 5B 6? 120 6 4 10 105 11) ~1t':. ,

. _- " _ ._-~

No'to : r:: !·hl c: F , rcs'll ce P: Pczaone

illit "row. P..;:TtlOnC ':i t h 3CfJ(.; Co!'"O t".l . oduc~tion ndd upto 80. My ~ 0 :"

thot'l eve n·:~ricul » .tC.;l, :.'2 b-vc conpl ....t.c.-d rd dd'Lc :lehcol, and J.2 hO:70 p""i.r, ~r ;ry

educe....ticn. llMona Ultl 1 13 f.:l..nl,~ c , ~ , th~;t i n nbctrt 73 por cant arJ rCl)ol.~.:

.
.:'::1 illitcrnt c:; 6 t)f ":.1: ..,: h-vv cO:i-d..:..t •.:<.: fuddle school, 2 :J. %'O mtri::u1r.t.t;s ,

:md 15 h....vc prittlI-:-'· ~choolinJ. . .. fl lh J l ...val of cduca.tion, 80 the ~'~::'U\""t at

occup:'otir,n. k r the v":. lJt· !:.n jorit:r of tlorl:i."Vi:' ~!Cn~r9 , :It:rlcultuml. lllbol\r..



T:1blo 7: cUaS3mCI.'U (1! OF IDiD L:!!)TJ) Ii:::LlB- ':; .~·::CC7'f; !i: C". :'0 Q. \ ; J:t ,;!-::m -iZi:· 1, 1" .' ,'3 :; ~tr.:_TICl'

------- - --------._ - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -
No .occu­
pation

Occup......tion
lovo13 o£
Eliucation

Ihgc Labour- ' I~eo :L:lb- Donostic Skilled s"li.· Other
in tlP'rieul- our in ec rvteee Ccwbo~· L..bour Stw cnt c.:::rploycd Mioco- Total

t~Q othor~ . I • (Wl'.go ) ~ l..l:u100U3---- - ------_.._--------_._------------------ ------- ----- =-- - - -
M F P H F P M F P 11 F P:I F ? l\ F P H F P 11 F P 11 F P M P P_____ ... _ ~ , .;_~=;;..o.==:::~:::..===:: ::==:!======: :======

Illit crnto 17 Z7 44 21 57 76 5 5 ) ) 1 - 1 - - - - - - ) 1 4 1 - 1 LJl sa 136

- - - - - - - - -
5 1 - 1 1 - 1 2 - 2 '1 7 13 - - -

1 1 1 - 1 ) - ) L ;. 7 7 - 7

- - - - - ~ , , - - --
- - - - - - - - - - - - -

-- -- 2 2

- - - 27 15 42
- 26 5 :32

-- - L Z 6

Lit..:I'rLto
"'i t hout f OID:11
cducc t dcn - 2 2

Pri"" 'Y 5 5 10 2 ) 5 5

1 ;idd1~
,

1 7 5 2 70

' '':-71;' 2 ~ 2

-c C.:"ll ' oG _
~

,'.1: .::. -c cell.:,:;,;...:

o..h.:~'3 - - -
To t:.l ) 0 35 65 as sa 90 10 10 1 4 5 _ ) , 5 17 11 ?8 10 1 11 1 1 tl5 113 21S

Hoto : tt: Hl1cf: F: Fec:'-1,J(I P: Pe.recna
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~:J tho pr ...noi pnl cceupataon, It ~:ny 11100 bo notod t.hat th080 ~ro llmdl (.:u'

"households, axcopt. for tho hOT.1Os ~.oo.dD which cover 5 to 10 cents . 10hgc

o.qp1oymc.nt in agricult uro is r aper-ted in the C:lSO of 90 pet-acne , Those

engaged in akillcd jobs or solf-er.tployoont of 001:10 sort cone to n DQr~ 1 ·~ .

Fomnl o J:'lombora oro iIlO~tly cnellgod ne f'r\m labourers ; out. of' 67 :fa ,l'l1.oo

roporting ecec cccupatdon, 62 wore cngo.gcd a u :lgricultuml 1Ll.bountra . . .,

tho proportion of stuionts in the t l'opnlt:!tion' of 6-15 ~go ~ i s eaec

lOW' , viz., ~ stt.rl.onts out of' the.: totnl 1..9 J tho pr cdosdnancc of l.cv-flC.i,l1

(Sco Tnblo 7) .

(0. j t-bnt of those hcuscho'lda o rc :'JO<.,.Jl to bolong to DOci:-.lJ y b' ....;··

ward claSSOD . Of "':,jlO 45 houaoho'ld e , 21 balong to Ecll::l.vn co;;nunit~·, 11

tlo.....in & ri jo'UI Cor.tr,lUJl.1ty of t ho nr-cr , viz . J t h e Chcrurrm , nnd 12 t o the.;

V.~dukCL community .

CO.9to Uo . of hou:Johold:J_.._--------_.._--~----_.._------ --
1- Ch ol"U1.\:l. 11

Z. Vod"'". 12

J . Ezh..~v;l :;: 21

".. Ho t recorded ,
'Io~~ I,S
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Howav" r , the fhriY'·ns -tcccunt. f or only cbout a qUlrtor of tho

.:ncpl.o . The unde r rup rcecn trr tdon of tho l:b.ri jo.na in the present oacplo

r-caultod froD eonc et7er sieh t on our po.rt nt th:::! tine of selection of 'the

*u-rrda , Wo a rc t~"lllG to r-...:c t..i l' :· tlJi.:: inOO'L.nnco in t ho next round of our

V. '1'110 frIpl oVtlont Prof ilo

In ) It f.1.1.y be 1".:'C."\1l0d t in \:. in our s:t~le households thor o arc I . ~

gricult urnl 1G.bow -01'.:l . Of t.h.:".; ..:;: 70 arc pormncnt Jnbourors and tho n.r,-,,:,,".j l.i:::

.3 are ccem.l Labourer-a , The connote t i on of tJ1(; ton:l porrnn.:mt Labourer-

; . 1S changed eve r tdnc , In C<.1. :-1i .=.r dcye , tho porccncnt, hbourors OCl::l;l rl =v -j

:b ri jM S end t ribal £: . n1 t.h.. t.,:,r..c "lt tnch,.:d Inbcur would pcrrsipe bottor '"..l.~ = ~;~'.

I hai r .:r t..."1tW3 in t .hc ac ..1:::15 . J·.tt.c:.c:'1...xi Jnbour would ioply thnt. tho ,",OIY."c!" : t~ .=

.. ttnchod to londJ.ord. or t heir ' t l."" ""ds ' (joint f"nclly ) and nasuaod c

h ·:)riditc.ry cmrcct cr . In due COW'5 t'l , n=1inly:loS 0. N sult of unionisntir:!: ~:: .

r' l1 ricult~.l Labour in t.hc.. f.li!lt r l ct , tho working cla.a:a: \roe grodtnlly o:.~lc:l 1Y..'

J rom t he Borvi t udo a aoocdzrtcd ....Lbh c.t tachcd Inbour-, or lnto, tho t c r.-.i ' ., -.:' .

I".an .;mt Labou r' h:'>c cone into:) v 0t:t.L: . j~ p~r."-'1n :Jn ':. Hore~r in' robtion ~ a

l.'tndlord, .:1 3 r.of inod in :-!....: !:':: 1't~:' _{;ricult uroJ WoIXora Act 1f{7J{ l'tn.m !l

n agricult uro.l co rker- vbo Ls bound by cust ccs or contmct or OthcM-,J

In the.: 9cL,; ction of tiH': vr.m,:; ""0 varrtcd t o .;9:1SUI"O t.J:lc.t they oontc.in.:d · ::,
.suffici ent l"dlIJb ...r of JArg~ cultiv::.tors ~ agrieul.turo.1 1::lbourors . ~'..M

on the b::l.si.s of t he infor:lrt l ien i'uIni .:Jhoo by the Pnnchny:lt ON'ieo ra wo
ackee-ted t .ho ....e rda , But onl y tlft.:.-r COqll.cting the listing of .tho sclaet cj.
wo.rds <md prcliJrlnr;ry ccnp d.Ia ti r;n ....e discovered t lnt tho ward con:~::n .:C. Co

rcl.:ltivc17 ~ll nu..lb",:r ['o r :lgrieultW"""~ Labour' housohold:J bolong:i.ng t.c
th ccc CO::JIllJJ'li'tiOB . 'YO h.~.IL'! l -,ter CODe 'to la10w th.:1t the un jor1ty of "'::::c
H:::.rij::ms :u : ,fO in clu:Jt c:l's ira d1 st.'mt Md isol.::ttod c rcca,
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.to' ,,'~rk in tho .ngrteultur.ll. l.o.nd of tr..t l.o.nd owr.~r. ,;J Tho torm, broadly

Bpca.Jdng" fl t:J.j,u1 :J tor .:. por 'eon W~1C' dur-ing the grca.tor part of hi.fV'bo~ ' worlci.ng

'."tiplO regular!y wbrklJ f or tho eoac employer oontinuously ovar ~ o~iamtivoJ.

long period. The S'\:.l.'l t U ') of pcrraan cnt labour conferred certain Ddvaz;tngo 0 11

vorlcors. '1hoy hAd n prior cJ.n.i IJ on the work' in tho pon:nnant omploj-ar l e

fio1ds'; tho landlords or cuJ.:t.ivn. to~a vculd hire other W'oIker:J only vh cn t.he

invol ved, ('1. 8 duri.ng peck soascna , W':\ c eoro thnn their pernanont lnbcurcrs

could cope up wit.h. c.n tho o'thor' b..."Ul'i , .i t akac involved cortairi oblign~ono

. . ~

on tho pnrt of 't ho pc rranorrt Inbouror-s J vi z. J they wor e not cxpccbec. to t."'.k..:

up othcra ' ~.mrk unl.c rm thei r porrsincnt, cmp'loycr'e did not need thoir ecrvac ... s

Dur:ing the edxtdca 1 the :~gricuJ.tuml Iabc urur e J POl'r.lMlOnt 1Ll beare r -a

not e::::tOlulcd , bogcn t o pr ose thoi r dcn-nda fo r higher l.':1gCSj tho r-oactaon o1~

tho cult i v.:l.t or9 \ICC t.:" ~r':i to hi.r -c worker :; rree out side tho villago . T~·.o

labour unions taount od an t:.gi:bti .:n to rcsi::ot t hi!l nave by tho ompl.03 ·~r;:; ";.,

r oplaco pa~cnt worke r s with c..n0U'l1 Labourcz-e , which W.:J. S by and lc r £o

8uCCOSQf\:.L Dy thi ;:. t·i '.l; , tl'w '~':J" ~ : ~<' incrcusing un.;r.,ploJ'1'101'1.t , the a1: .atus

of perimncrrt 1t ~bourcr' rlDSUr:1I..: r1 a dded drrpor'tcncc and the con£lict of :int or ..:,:':· ;:

of tho r ec an t l~.51: ti,=,n vtrich confer-r-ed bcnvfitn auch a a aecurtl t :-" oi' »:..}.~ ..

ecnt , proviJlcnt rlmd , etc .. 'tIrought the conflict into sharper f ocus , wi72'l

cul:tivtl.tors t :r:ri.ng to ; .Jt rid of their por-mncnt, Labourura on . tho OIlO .h:.n~,

end t h ,:) Iabourcr-a, on +..l10: cbhcr' h "nc1 , t r,yi ng to G.'l fcg'IXl rd their pos!.tior.:. h:"

int,G1"ooting to not.c t hlt t ho hoctUity bctsroen 'the n lY 1.:mdlords, w],to _'Jl)r' ~

tamer tcn..-mts, end t.hc'ir P~!'D:.l1lcr.t Labourers io DOT;) ncuto. In' oU:~ . cb !'!~ ·

tir oa,; v,ory recontly tA.:.ro voro n r""" coni'ront:l.tions 'txrn./oan th o~~OY".:l':: :l

:1gr.f.oul~ l o.bouror3 or.. this accra.

J,'Tho Kerr 1..... i.gl"i.cnV,\u .,..l Worke r ' 3 ..\ct., 17"/4 :1, A Dir.:cst of Kornlll Ir~ 1c:7!..
Soc:w.m.t of 'the I:crnll'. lc~isb t\U"¢ , GaIrt.of lCCmlA ,Tr:1wnaru:D °1974, . 17
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(b) The r o:nll t : or ow ' ;;'I.!T'V 0r bring cut tho robti vo cmplaytiant

!,osit i on of ll ....n cJ\<.nt Lvbcur-c ra " J".1 c.:'.::u~.l Inbcurnra , Tho porm.ncnt l.."\bou:loM!

t.ovc had ...,on t f Ol' no t-e d :o.;·,:; dl1r i ne UQUl t he: &,;."".9003 thnn cns\Xll Icbcurcra ,

'. -ibLc 9.

T::b1c 1.) : [1{['O/.\ti 'X' Of' :'iHrIo·r;.~<!T OF PE;;I1.'JlD-:-r •.NU CASUhL
i'-.DOU 'J~.s

~~b.;;~2! c.i.:e..01."_~~2y':..J Cll~..2£!-~~k.::!-_

i -:': T.r'-11CT.t L-.ooUJ",jr:J Cc.s\lll lAtourors
:.ctivitiu.:J

Pur.j'"

l' -: rm work fOl' pcr-em ent.
IJ-lp1oyvr s

f .:lIn \lork on otJl:JrUI fio1Jl r:

••
) 2.0';

• •

)0.86

30.86
- '-

.. - - - .. .. .. .. - .. .. ... ... ...

- - ..
40 . ;'~

6.8-9

.. .. .. - ..
-- ------

.. - - - .. .. .. .. .. ..
. - - -
. -
~...f l.l:U \Jori: .r~lr' p"'::ll'!J1v.."l t

~'I'1<>;ycr
~ - "

f~T.fAm york cUsowhcro.. - ,_ ........ ...
1. 91.. 2 . 21 .. •

. ..
2 . 06 3.25 10;14 11 .91

- -- - --- - - -- ----- -- - --
1... 00 5.41> 10.14 11.~1

- - -- - - - - - - _.....-,- .!"' .- , ~" ,

~.'..•1J:. 41.00

It my h.> not •.:d Ih it C;' ':''' ~nrl' t.CCO\ Vi-t·S fo r the bulk of tJlO d.1y.:J

1. .bcurcr-s 11011 -f:~ 1"' : \lo rl~ ,31'$ c' .' I nh'::.l 1""1" CI~ 4 ck..y3 durina ~Unjl::.!:",: ~:· ,

•

. ,
t. 11.:l clo.ys t hey \o1U1'1.I ontr.r;...·d in .,gricul~UI':"J opo!!'.t i C!nn " ::ni.n1-Y for t hoir ? ":'~~

.JJ lploy~ro . /:.:J l"~fr :J,"(lu lJI.,) t:"' : :u~l l"~lY:urol"n , en t ho cvcm-..\.) 6la d:.ly8 out ('! 1'-:1
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or throo ql.llrtcr.o of their oI<lploYJ 'cnt, He re on fe rn cpor atdons , Tho cc sU':'.]

la.bourora "br.d l oss nu.':1bcr of days of t-16rlt in .:l~riC'U1turo ne wall. r..: ~ :.; ~ s r .'.

t ob.l ocployncnt. ..\ cli:lnf;(;TCa...rt od :Dic" ~uro: of tho pat.tom of omployucnt

ncco:rding to cp erntdons of th.,:; two cntegorios i s givon in Tl".blo 10.

Tr,blc 10, DISYUBIJ':I Ol1 OF TIB ;)WS- OF EMPUlm arr D! D!l'F<TJ},"'!
FLJ'1M O?Ert,:I.TIOHS

Op<Jmtionn Dnyo per vorkcr-

1 Ploughing

2 Preparntdon of field;)

3 ~"'jXlir of Bundn

4 SowUl(!

5 T"".nap1., nt.illg

6 Woodillg

'I H:.nUl"in{;

8 lappl~1.ng J10~ti~~f~

9 !i,\rv,Jf.\tfrl..,..;; - ud t hre shi ng

10 \/innowing

11 Otll;JTS

fJ.1 opcrn tdono

1 0. ~1

~ . 45

3.84

0 . 63

0.75
s.'f;

4'1 · 10

£. 58

0.(;./

12. 60

0.'11
6 . ,:.;.

/j3 '<f)

0.09

J .77

30.86

i. . , "~1

32 .09

plot at ~, c1ii'i"o:'ont 3t.'1G(" in tb..;: .:'..:;riccl1 ura'L cyclo:J itt fhc ~£torno~n 0 1'
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,·r :Int orviowins tho jnbcurcr-a, :lOtIO D"""1"Y J..,P"O 1. bawd to ai't'oct tho

l 'lct s rojJOrtoo . 'I'horoi·or::.o , v.,,) dot "'il..:d break up of da.y& of a!1pJ.oyJ:ICnt

. .3 cpt; to contain n cc r-te .ln r:n r l:in of cr ro i-. HowGVor . "10 prcsuco thr.t th.Qdo­

iti.,J:n t os indic..cto t b.a broad order of :ngnit1.$3o .

(c: ) J~s podrrtcd out c-u-Ifc r , in riCIJ cultivntion f nrnlo lc.bour

ccoun t.s tel' ~ f ..:t l· l:.!r;; ,.,;:" l,r.:-pc. rti..c::. of 1:'.oour input t.lun w.lo lAbour•

.l~~ mt.io of th,:,; day u or u_lpl o; T.....r rt beteocn r crr..l\lo C'.nd a'~os , rcs- : tho -;'110

:l\X1SonS token t"g.::tJ~·.;r , vorku out t o 3 .5 :1. ThlJ nunbcr of mn-da.ys and v o:>i:artM

"L~ya , -acceon -vti.sc , ~.d for the U!') bread c:lt .ogorie9 of lnbour Dora 81..U!Jr.ri ;')~d

. n Tabla 11.

To.blo 11 : 'I'l!E r.:n o 01' FEl I'lLE TO W,lF. rJ.Boun ]}I raCE
CULTIVATIOlI

•

Fcr.nlo 1-0.1", m tio Foa:llo M:1lu i ~ · ti- ------_._-------------------_._._---------------------_.,-,..-
rcm:mcnt 2502 Gt: I . :: .n :1 265; 629 L.2 '1 5155 121:; ~.•L :1,~

(how us 202 :~ . :::: :1 . 474 zzo 2 .0 :1 92J ~ 2 .1 q
roW 2951 856 3 ./1 :1 ;1 27 849 2 .6 :1 fUl8 1.715 ;·H

D10 ntio c.t fC"L~~ to :nlc L...bcur La ceca to be highor anOl'lg
,

pcru::nant l.-'\bouror s th:.tn numg c:'I.sltll J1l ba:lrcra. Il'o r t.l1c fornJr tho •

rolcv:mt rnti" ic about, u.!i~o :1. 9 high :lS that of tho lattor. 'Ihis i s r~U1~' !
. ,

too be tho <U. lJC f e r bc'ch Lh..: S..zisona , The ~s~.l"ibution of &ay9 of CJ:l~oyc..pt

"': ;J'ong ml,)s end r cecfc e :: cccll'l111.~t to cpcmtdone is preaented in Table 1;'.•
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Table 12: DISTHIDtJI'IOlJ OF Gt.'(S OJ' OOLOY!'lErrr IN DIFFEIlENT pm!
OPERATIONS ,\MOIIG ~LHE .\l' , rfl>lALE UUlOURERS

.--------.. 172

23 21

.. 1C
286 ..
16G

33 4r;'
.. 36

252 7~'

11 ..
12715/+

••

..

\B
37

357

500

56
23..

.,

54

..

1326
115

676

1372

1141

483

Fam Opcmtions

Total fuys worked in Difforent Farm opOI':l'tlions:

Two ooc eons combinod
Permanent. labour Cas\Jll .Illbour

FennIo }bIo F0!:I11e }1'~C:-------------------------------
Ploughing

Prcpc.mtion of Field

Repair of bunds

TmnspJ.o.nting

Wooding

lhnuring

-f.pplyi"8 I'cetdcadce

H..'1TVoating end t.llToshing

Itlmolliog

other rnnn \fork

As· m.y be soon fTOrn the foregoing ta.bl c , an ovorwhelmingly lnrg.:.:r

numbor' ot vcmn d..·.yu o rc cr:tplOy(;"l in t.rnnaplnnt dng , waDding, nilnuring, ' -;",1'-

vo ::Jtirlc end t.."'r~ r:;hin ,~ -m d o'tbo r fC.I'::l opom t done , Only ploughing, pTCJ ·".. "

ticn of i'i ~ld , r opro.r of btmds rind .:l.pp~~co.tion of postici dos aro tIL""..., ~~ . ' ,-
:it:

f roct.i ·-,'l'l of bbc w:gr~c. ;,.c input cf k b01.U" i n r-ice cul.tdvntdon ,

per-Led of not l osR t l:""1.n .;i ght nontns , POni\.-:.no.'1t lLlbourOTS got W':lG'coliJpl · -y: ,

for ' cboub 106 d~.yc nne. c,':-.su."'I.l Labourer-s fo r 85 daya, In othor worde ne at;,
, o.gricu1~ur,'l1 Lcbour'or -s in our at,\.v.l:v uroc did not have ~ gnin!'ul. occnomc

• • J..•

, ~otivity for noi-c th.·..n h.,....l l tho puriod undor r ,:rl'orcnco.
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I n t ld o connoct don i t n....y b-; oorrt dcucd :in p~s!ii.na that-, .::.ccordir-e
. .

!JlO 25th r ound of titu rhU.rm.~o.l &uJplo a.trJcYJ 1970-7;: tha .porcen?lB'O

;If; ,_O~~'1 ted nan-denys spent, i n aa.i :nl'ul occnorde c.c,t i Vi t i o:J by,~ombo~s o1: t'
,

Ltlq ruml non- cultivating W:-.ffo-v."1. i.110r househofda in XoIn.1A-Cc.mo~ on ~

\' :l Ingc , t o 25 . 61, CiG c gai ns t J4. 9Z 1'OT ill Inc1i:~, and next. to .Jamru ~d

~ .. . sll111i. r , the Lovc nt; oXlOng "lll tho Stct oa end 1hion Torrit orios . Tho prop e r-

" . 61 por cent t or K.:l1"C'.1::~ "6 .::.g:.inr~t 24.95 pOT cant for t h.". coUnt ry 0.0 t:
~ . . .

wol o , ,?-gnin the cecond Loecn t., Purtl1C T, t ho proporti on of' cs t ir:1..'1t cd 0::.1",-

. .
, .~ b.r ..-ny.of' DOcking t'..11o/0t' ~v!"..u'1bl.;; fOT ether- \lork e e 7.?O pe~ cant

:" -1' licrn.l.a , cccpar od to 3.13 T'v r c, ~nt. f or Iudi .:. c e.e .....holo , "'11d tho hi.Gh.:.C"~,

True , ,..c Ir.vc here H L11: tek cn 'into nccount sClf-cnp:l o}rDcn:t of I!lQjJb~l'-S

: r those houscl;cld o. But , dn t ho) na t.urc of ' t hi..ncs , ~ ~n illustrnt-od b:' -:l'

~ bl o a bove eivl.rlt; the "'~ ;.· \tl;.~ t i cn:.l t)Ttt crr. M ong 'the ccebcc-e of tho 5.~::i'1·..

·i:.useholds , t hey "h-vc vcr;.r Li.rdtcd opportuniti \J ,3 f or ~inful 9olf-QJploytK:n:f ~

:_n tho P03t, :l.gri cult urr"l L'ibcurt.. -c in -thi e r vgion , ospooi.,,:lly" £or~0 S , 1.1:3 ¥~ ; :

~ ; l supplcoont 'thcd r dncon, 1'1'':".1:1 :'\J r i c ul t ur r.l w,Jrl~ by eo i ng to thJ I 'or-ca t .s
...

.0:rid j rlCC-'1t h:iJ.l~ wI1C'':''l 'tboy bed no \IO:ZX i n t he fiold:) ;;r, colleCt f'U10i.'1·:-

l·t rusts c e re ,..vncd by t.h v bib I cn df orda who prcsum bjy di d not obj~ct -t~ .{
.. .

~ .'.. U vi t ,y . Swoml f01J."l l u cgr-icul,~ur:'~ In.bcru~ors lih OJP \·1 0 intul'Violl.xl r~!X>rt~~
_ • '. I "

, ': ' ..'

M.·...ir vcr -afcn , the ::dvcl1t of - ~ l : l. r ec nuobcr .of Qui.:Jti .:Ln so-tt.lor a f:-o: ; Trr.-

j '"'!lt'iv oo t.hv ..... .::; rlcul:~.uI":"J. l: ~bow"' hC'usd l01de of thofT t.:'Cl.tli t i on::.l cnploy_l"..rr: _

Ht\ .tion....l $':\uplcr &IV~r. . Ol'gUni XLtion J Twenty .:C:l£t1l ?rJUl id t. J uly 11i7o-Ju-,.J ,1':
Tina Di spor...i t.ion C'.nd ..1::·ic Jo.tu f or gcononicolly l.f.:r-J~.L. L>o ct~Q!l£..9f.. t!!.J_.
lluml Popul~tiyn of J!l.d~, ~opt . of . StAtistios, M1.rd s t.ry (If I'lJmn:lng,J ~ _
Po'('t. of Indic., 1975, Tho f'i.eurCIB p von above nrc -t ho S3rtpJ.C ::',V0lt'.e o. ~ " ':..:
'tho astin....tee t or tho f our :I~rour.d9.
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and inCOi"O. Tho n....t ion.'\li9..'\tion of priva ta f orosts bee a.ttrnotcd a .

regulAr ~rcac: of entorprisine !3ot tlor a from T.tuvt\pcoro, tho Southo1l1

~rt of tho Sta.to who \Il'l..'\uthori scdly encroached tho lowor ranges of tho

hills, cut nnd raJoVM tho trooo nnd SUi.rtod cultiv:lt1.ng tho IrM8 80 clc.:-.r ..::

. In tho o.rons owned by tho Govli?nmcn~, thoro me been lo.rgo-aonlo de!'orosb ti

ooi nly by tinbor norolrnts vhe moved in and follod tho troos illOgo.lly nrd

got ~w.::.y with it. Tho drcn s whero ecce f orests Arc etillloft nrc out of

bounds to thoso 1036 r osourcotul Iabcurcra sinco a.rtor tho M tiOno.1isa.t ior.

one -rC~rG3 c pcntit t o enter ilia a r cc , and tho pon:l1.t is prohibitively
-

costl y oe t nT c e bhcac Jnbcur'c'ra nrc concerned. Tha not rc3Ul.t is d conpl.ct
,

ol.i.min'ttion of a r.l.".j or torn of 90lf-~nplO'JTl c.'!lt and ouppl C'r.lontD.ry courcc Qf

intone for tho ngricul.tU!':'.l lnbow 'cr.o f.n nnd a r eund ~ur study urea.

VI . fuming. of Agricult uml w bom- lIousohol ds

In thio acct dcn HO shnll cccardnc t ho \ot:'.r;c renee f or difforon~ f Cr.:l

operntdona end thl'.: Crom..i.ng3 of th:.: a."'.nplo households .

en ) Wlgc ,l1. t C3 of ,";"ricult uml lnbour

(i ) U',f;') I':"'. ....cz for di f f orcnt opere et one f or tnLC;J end f on'tlcs \ / C :"C

viz . , in ~).....d{:;.- ::lr unhuckcd r-ice i s wi d.:ly provaj.ont, J cspocio.lly fa r Cl.:Tt.:':.1;

oporutdon c' p~rrO~nc.~ by faml c Lebour , such (Hi tr.:,n3p1o.nt1.n8 , W'~ing,

aanur-in g , u.;.r.ros t.in; ::r.d th rosh:Ulg which, a e ncntdcnod ca r 'Li.cr, accoun t ::... .-

~hu bulk of . ~.1:·o labour inp),lt ~ r-tce ··cultiv~tion . 'l11~; roily ·...age ~nto :U ;.

k ind l":m:;...cd' f I'l:I:1 6 to 7 t cd..~"':1 Z I rl. ol of p.."'I.ddy f or mll,. vork cra end ~ "tt:- ~

.' ,Od.......'"l.W~7Jti.rl in f& cce... of fcrol o vcrkcr-s durine t ho ltundo.k:m nnd ; ·.mjr,
10 " . ,

aeaucn s , °On6 1cd..1.ngazhi f of Jn ddY \.I'0ulil oa~ .to O.7~5 kilog~'"

. ,



rA sh wngcs J -on the other ncnd ,I '.... :c ~ in tho runge of RJ.6 to Rs.~ par ~y

..f or males and RJ .4 t o ::.;•.5 per doy fo r t'orri.Loa , It m y be ncrrtdoned that f'.t

t ho going price, viz. 1 f,; .1. :; 1x '1' I odcngazfri I during Itundaknn rind n:.1.2 d·,·.:v .:;

Pun jn , r ecoipt of W" .GI ~ : 'ir, ki.nd ,,/::\1'; no r'u odvczrt ngcoue to t he workoz'e ,

nv e m go wt'.gc rtrtos f o r difi'(:l'L:nt. f c. rn opc rn t d.ona during t ho tly'O soc.sons c rn

bi v on in 'Iub'Lc 13.

Table 13; f~VE['..\GE I-Ji\GE :t \'f E ro. DTI''JE'illNT F'h~a1 OPEll.TIONS
(P;. p" r day )

Opc:ra.tions
Itundakan

l-h.l,c Fomj,c

. Punja

Mtlc Forolri

1 Ploughing 7. 86 .. 7.44 ..
2 Pr-cparntdon of f iold 6 . /,5 6.94 6.00 6.55

3 Rep'.ir of bunds '1 .11 .. 6. 67 ...
4 Sowing 6.50 5.80 .. ..

•
5 Tr"Jl3pL.....rrt dng 6.53 .. 6.38

6 I/ooding 6. (lC', 5.n4 6.00 5.81 .

7 thnlLt1.ng (l . e) 6.m 6.36 6.2:3

8 ll.pplying pos t i cide ::; 6 . 1;:;. .. 6..18 ..
9 · Winnowing .. 7.01 .. 6.81

10 othur f C\.m opera-
tions 3 . 21 6. 78 7.89 6.41

Non-fCl. TI l work (). '11, . 5. 02 6.86 5.59.

In a r rivinti ,".t t Il::
,

t he uonoy vrtLuo of wegc in-ivcr-igc '. t~ all .ra'tc ,

: ind vc e cst dnc .t.cd ..... t. !:.i ·I':' rc tc of n, ,1.3 nue1 b.1.2 nor- odang:lzhi for Mund,r.1;;' n. .
'ilL ":: a r'c t~l" pr-I ces i n t ho Lcca'l u.'l. rkut as ropo ;'·' I....q,. ,

: J' our :u.1Vu s~ig,~.toj;'s •

. :,.;;y r cccav o ::;:3 \It.'.g .:.: , one shoul.d -;ppl y bhc r et,nU pr-Lccj if', on .•tho o~!:r

:_".-Ud , it is neeuncd t h..1.t bhcv ::loll d par-t of it for cnah, tho l??:co:
:,~lisod could bo Lower-J ·' 1"1e m r :..:i n 01' difforonce dcpOl'l.di.:a4; . on~~.o~.' ''{hOiri' ,~ .
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sell and under wmt conditions. Ncedkeaa to 00:', if' eric inputos Q. dUfoj _"

prioo, one will got I';l. difforent wago mbo , We, howavor, tziko the Lnptrtcd

irc.luo ns o. roUgh approxicntion only.

By and °l a rgp, tho everage wnga rates of f'emle vcrker-a ur-c SQ~cm

to be slightly lower th..1J1 tJnt of ca.Lcs , Hawevor, it eccne tmt Ute'dir.-
. . ,

parity is t-rider when \10 ccepcre 'tho monoy wage rabce of mj.o and .rij~c

J;!.bourcr tJ:Jiln. th".t of tho cvorngc wage which includes tho inputod ~.rl:tt.uo .:;::

wages in kind.

"lnd caau."t1 workers. The rwcrago P:-.I;0 .r.ltos for pormncnt end cd.sual WOi'"

,
,uonoy vcgcs cmd kind :of:'.f;CS conbdncd , for diffcl'cnt opomtdcna ez-c preecr.

in Tnblo 1/••

·f :..bl o M.: ltVEft~G!s ~~,.l.GE P.,t'ITED OI" IT...~·f:J'n~lT :JID CASl.LUt L:\.BOlIDinS
IN DIF1~ET<~.jT Fli}:!1 OP!!lUTIONS

( 'fwo $Q:".s:)na corabdncd : R~ . p-::r day)

--_._.. ._ . . F,~r \;nc;.ii. Inbcur c.."l.Btnl IAillc..:r

___N_~~~:=~~~ __ ..__rS~£: ~~~£ ~~~__--!2£!±!--

1 ?lougbinq . 7.76 7.1,3 ••

2 Prap.-:ro.ticn Qf fiald 6. !~5 6.7/, 6.00 6.88

3 r~p:'Lir ~.)f bund u 7.06 .. 6.80 ..
4 SOwing 6.50 6.00 .. 5.20

5 'i'l'::'.nsplAntinG •• 6.68 .. 6.25

6 lk eding .. 5.S2 6.00 ,;.82

7 /·hnuring 6.57 6.57 6.51 6 .. 26

e i'..pplyi.ng pcatd.cddee 6.37 5.')0 ..
. ,

'JinnCwing . 6.68 ,6.459 ' .. .. ..
10 (}~~or · fa.m cporntions 7.85 6.53 7.72 ·6, 66'

Uon-£nro t'!Ol"k· . 6.51 6.11 6.93 5.2~



Tho w.r,O 1":\'tea for pcr- e-ncrrt JJ1.bourur~ in cost of tho fnru

' ~o~tions .,'lro S(,,'On to b e- h:i.Chor 'thnn t hoso of CAuual .Iabourcr'a , Thin La.,

Labcur-, Gcncr.J.1.}' , uno...r- t 1; 0 pr~'·. ·."Ii J.in~ .:~!"J~loyucnt. si t u:l.t i t)n , .tho hlr­

ir:lininC position "i' c vcu .t l::l)(.u=..:T:3 i !'; rcj,...tivol y wcakcr-, But on the

l.·:"L:z:ns of tho houscho.ldc to v ' It ch ' ~ lV:; a r c .:;,...t.t.-.....hcd II , a nd in vi:.M of DCo;,;'

ptist bonds th ey could r.':;:!F,:,:,i-,r..l.b1r b e- hired -:::1 l ow-or 'tInGos. However , our

d!\u. show th:.\t the p u I:.l'1no i . ( I r.bour'cr'e in our sanplo WOTe :Lb10 t o got !rl. :··lor

\"~.gO f) . L::Jt us , c ny 110\-1 , cccudno t ho canh : r-\;::":: retos of· t,h,;; WO c:ltugcriCq

Tnblo 15: CI.511 II/.GES 0.' ri:Rl~\I!J;:IT zrn e:.3tr.L L'J30UI! IN emAIll
f ..•~: arm-.TrONS

(Is.per chy)

P!:i11 iiJ;3 ,. [; .sOlU CJ.3U1.L IJJlOlDl
HWJ:1d.'U=~~ :=j n t!undAlc.:.\n • • • .1. PunJ~...-..--_.,----- --- .._- ----- --_.._--------

:·;... 20 !i'i.~ · r Lc- :- !'".l u fomlo hU\1 ii"tJmlo !hI o Foml.

Plougljin'L . . 6.33 ·. G. OC .. (,.60 .. . 6.33 ' ..
Propc.mtion

c.oeor fiold 6 . 00 5 . ( ') ·. 6. ~0 .. .. ••
ltopa.i r or
t.unds 6. 00 .. 6 . [. [ ' ·. 6.50 .. 6.75 ... .
:lo>winc 6. ~; c:. ; . C!0 • • .. .. .. .. ..
7rnn llpl :'.nt ing .. 5 . f.C 5.00 .. 5 .00 .. ..
\fuodinc ". .. /t-. ~'; .. 1.•00 ~•• 0::: A·on 6.00 4.00 :
l·h nuring ~.15 G.07 5.00 6 . /~O ,. 6.2ll .,
..pp~'!l
! ,,.)s t i ci dO:!l (.. 07 ·. l . l lV .. : J-6 .. 5. 93 · ..
,)i.nno:n.ng .. ·. ·. .. .. ..
lither £:lIn
~·p~~:~ons r~ .Z; .. .. .. 7.00 .. 7.00 ..



29

,
On tJ10 In.;i. of the forcR":tnc t.~blo (T<lbl.> 15) 110 ~i,,""~rt

c'l~riec.lly thnt th.,ro oxi.t. ~ny "".cc difforcat:lAl in fc.vOUr6{ per-

cancnt worker-a, Tho pict'lU'c i s mthor t:n.xod. PrcBUI:t1bls, ~.p,!~r.:nt,

Labourer's receive ~oro p\yuont of wngos in Trind, r.nd thoir ~t~,,-.ipn irJ

mcnoy t om s' !i\,,'\Y p.".rlly cxpl.'''d.n t h:J difforenco in tho ostimtOd-o'vc.roao

wago rnbce of t ho :W t, c;:~to~rioo of Lcbour , This ~8pcct nood8. ~f"urthor

Probm3 ~lhich \010 int end 'co pursue in t ho ccur-ec cf 'the suhsocrUont. ro\O.l~

of the study .

(b) i'hrn;jJ'Ps of ,",rlculj".ural lnlJotlr Households:

(i) 1JJJ J:)~tioaoo earlier, "'3ge3 of agricultural lAboU;t" in

Kera1a, both in money 'bcrma and real toms, hnve ri~en in reoent tim,s

,coillpar od to tho rest of Indfn , During tho sov.lltioB agrioultunu. "age.
l "

in Palp.J:1at r~'Tj,on l~'.rp' rer;ister oll t)i~icant m el'rose. rIte ,~ent

le'lfel' of -money wages in our st udy- e ree a re i'nir ly h:!.;-h , a s the £orGgO~': "

tables bf.il'r out. H01-1evcr, t :.w 1. . 'ill of livine er t }lQ labour househoJds

is de berndncd by bhe t.o':.:..:"].l ea rrdn.je of t.hese 'lmt'::.,'bolc1.s. The avcl"a.ee

eami.ngs por ""or%or f rom ",.,1'k i n agric\.l.lture for permanent and CllSU!U

lab~rs are !3Ul!U'lF.T'1s.e-.i in Table 16.

Tnble 16: :.V",!,. ··AGE EA.1Hr:.T('~ p~ ':10RKl!f. FLOi·1 j,C :.I(: ~rr~' JJ; z.:
.t.t..BOlJ:_ (in rupoes )

.33~{1~.

,sr.~02

285.01 .

310.37---
413.1/l

433.36
397.21
1,04.71

~eon

-----------
Permanont Icbour- ' .~~ Im~l Iabour'

!-IUo F~o J·ale Fc.-ilo'- ,---~---------_.~---.._-- ...--...--
~

Punja

----------------------_.



)0

It ....y b. recalled til" t in the tables givillg wae. retes for

differont opera.t dcne , vagca I'or- hurve st ine and throshing wero not incluclud

as the payment for -theao tMO oporatdone is on t ho basis oJ: a pfece rate I

We hav e inc l uded 1./aR~3 f e r he rvostdng a nd t hrechi.'l.·'; l'~SO in our- Gst imatC$

of t otal ea.rnill~B giVCll i n tabl e 16. However , 1m !mlst point. out certain

li.m:i:ta t dcne of' t he date en wages .roz- hazvcsting' and t.hro8~'li.n«. Usua1.l:r ,

ull working member's of a ucuseho'Ld pool their Labour' in 'these twin opera ~·.iO:Ul

a nd vagcs , f..nid on pi£l¢t.: n .d.a 1.'1 t ermn of .:1 ra tio of tJIC threshed paddv , ~l:;,e

s imil.D.r l y gi ven in one lot . In such cases , i 'l'; i s diffioult to tmscI'al!lbla:

t he 'a lllount of !;''lddy r-ocef .vod hy L'1div1.dual work er 's as lfagcs f or harvcsti..T\(';

and threshing. Fr om om' enqui ry '.10 l r.a rnec' tint, on the av erage , one p :-.::"'SOP:

would rcccdvc upto 1 pnra , d ; o, 10 odangaahls , of paddy par'day f or bhcac

opcmtions,. l>Ie bavc lUd!'o n:l1.y applied t bis rsrtc t o

biuvesting and throshi llt: J'or- c:NQry IfOrlcsT r cporti.ng

the days. engaged in

*thasaactivitios.

: '~f{'UOJ this may dn'broducc a ccr-tadn margin of error , though wE) az:e not:,

sure whether t ho bill s i s upwa rd or downwam. ~10 should aj.ec remind tho

,~_~ about the cl.emcnti of nrbi trnrinass illvolvGd dn bi.!'urcatioil of ,tho

:':iJea sOIlS for reasons oxpWn.::d corlier.

In view of' tha fact +.1lat l\mal c vcrkcr'a bad mer-e days 'of oli:mloy,..-On1;., , · 0 ' . . ,

l,tl is but natural t.h..~t thei l' ave rage earnings GXCQOO that o! thO 'nli]..o.

Llembl3r s . r,.y t ho eemc token , the average UlnUngS £rol:l wage ornployn:mt" ,li':~ '

a griculture a re l't?-ghc.,l' in the en so of perrmnorrt, uorl~ors than t h..1~, ot : tJi~ ,

oasual l.3.bO\U' Ol' S.

* on the £'.ver'a!;c a permanent; vo rkor- vee cngag9d tn Mtv'astine and
thrashing f or about, 11 days ccch see oori, and a. ca auc'L l ...orkor for
about. 6 days durin!; Ol1cll seeeon .
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(ii) FirmJ.J.y ve sMll «t.t cmpb to ostdmabe t he .t otal aam:ir.tl's. .
from wage cmploymant in ram ope ra-done ill t he couz-so of the two 80!lSOnS

taken t.og-ather in cr 'dcr' t o ga'ln scmo in!Jight ' i nt o the Loval, of liv:l.ng of

theso agricultuml Lxbour houschokds , Tho -oet deaecc of ' t otal wage carni.'l.; O

from agricuJ.t.Ul"'<11 cpcrntdnns ere sT lmma ri scd in l'able 17.

TOTAL ~lAGB ,:ft~mUiGS pm HOUSEHOlP
(t ,"ndalren and Punja ccmbdnod )

tiflmdaks.ll

Punj.

Tot.nl
--~----

771. 91

8rJ7 .84

monbhe, Thin yiold n n Mnn:t hly i nc ()I'l'; of £ Lbn \,t~, ~ s .2('1n per houeehal .d , A~

cmplOj'1M1\t in <\g l"'lc ·..1l. t llre is t.hc 1~!.:dllst..:J.Y for t he vast llVljo r i t y cf i ,:c:~t-·.: -::

in tho S:l:.tplc houaooo.Ids (1;2 otrb of 113 w" rkoTS ), and tho r eet arc ompl :::;TO(
,

in low-paid occupc,tdonc aa dom.s utrl.c scr-r.~l:~$ , cowboya, o'tc , , w.ag€! -arrri:

froya rera operations tol01.11o ?cr..cur.t for 'bhc lion1 a shar -e of the dncemo or,
,

'thos e fami.li~8 . As~wd1l.;: 'i.J'to~t t:~ '-!u:m't\t1 of' 0r.tploymont And wagc Level.

trom agri cul:.urol t:~-I~J..(. :...mcnt, i n t~!C nonpl .:: hou eehcdd s would ,,,ark c ut t.o

Os.2400 or So . J i-.rGl1 i'i"'J $i;':c ('<i' I·M ra r:lpl.::: f'a r:ti.li '?3 at about 5, I",uoi r _"~.

capita iJ1C0 r.1C duri!l :' 1':"'75-76 1-fCti.V CO[l'.: 1.0 ' . •1:;0 or say r-i. 5CO. Incidcn t.al.:

tfl too a r c evat .Ial.jc , i C (;s ti;.v. ted at, r-,T~5 ,'1 t cur-rtmt, prices.
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O!' COur30J our cat i..:u l,{·t; or t he incOIDO of t hocc housoholdo is an

"he rcdatdvc pooit.i::u-. ou;.::r:i H: f'ron th~ above coepc.r-Lson flhould not chane"

..~on8id(;.mbljr 1j1: .vcccunt. t:.f :l1i. ~ crda edon , sdncc between 1e:tJ- 74 and 1975-%,

vhc Stat e dnccuc ~;' (.·::.pi~ voukd hr.vo rd.scn to rrt l oost a corresponding

cxticnt; ,

;.·t .'\".I"'I:...:..nd CeDc]~ion

.
:,c hooul" d cacccs :: J l..i s/~j-lf){l ·~I. - .r ~ rfl .ca , ·!, .ch~:n ~ end at hur b ·cl;o..sird cO!JDUl11td. :}s.

iUiL: I~t . l . of -thC1Tl nr-c r crej.oe,

Wllgo rat oe of llgrictf. t uro ) labour hera have r egis tered e, signifionnt•
. ,

i ncreas e. in r oc !l'l1. yca r r, , t l !.:U"~""G {:,o t.he ,o rguuiucd ~~fo !-t t' of' t he worl~or3 • .

Whil e \-(.lgos have inprcv,,J J '.he m ploymcm:t oitt'.:ltion has proeu::.Jably dotoriorut~

Hombor s in our ~!:J,:pl .: hcuschcdd coul.d not find Hor1: i'Ol' QVQll on~half ~o

.
"cneequent .Iy , thoueh tilc :r.l{" J rt rtcs nr-c fai rly high, t.e tal C6r:-ingS of t,;.'1.eM

11' the ..~tc Lncc ne per ropi t.: : during tOO.t ycttr .



high loncls of unart!J!o~'I::z.\t. !napi tc of con.:Jidomb1o open unomplayment,

tro.do w ene not only ~rC'/cnt l lQ;t'OS f ron frll..ling, but avon agita.to tor,

and. ofton succeed i ra got;t iuc , .1 \"i 30 in \It\lIcs £1"00 timo to time. Is not

sueh a . stmtoa dut ri.!Jental to th~ i nterl'sta of tho wolkors? '1'ha &nIWor

would be porl'tdv.; i f 3 IJ:Lce cu t. vould 100d to Q sign:i.f1co.nt inerce..e in th..

volumo of ccployl'lCnt. il'.tt tho fnet of tho l!lQtt er is th.:1t jn the 0ldst1nj:

rramalork, tho toW C!,\ll\1r:~"Jr.1 of EtoployMt.nt i~ eer-o or less balAatio with

rospect to wneo l '::t t :: ., Go.nc~t.i.on or (\d ~li t.ionn.l ,~ nOofor o.c:ploymaat oppor­

tun:1:tios dopCJ'l(1e on CXD:;onOu..q ractere . ThWJ , . it. i s nU 8. quostion ot 8M.'ri

tion whoro CVOr:i one ' c nhnrc of wolt.' i s Bh..ri.nkine, 18 i t an irmtiqna1 stm ·

toa to t ry t o CO'1'l~· l.:rltc this by an inCI'tXl 30 in' tho ~!.:\-!'! roto? ~st p:'(..bol

tho nvo mCp oarni.n.':!S per f 3.r.ri.l )· " ould h.1VO be en low.::r thon wlnt the:ty arc but

for tho cusldon p:'OViiiui l.y hir'lic ..' WlgO ra t ca ,

Centr e tor DovalOP..lCllt Stu:Ji,:s,

A~"'1l.?t J1, 1S'76.



A!'PEl!DIX

TnbIc 1: RELATIVE SIZE OF :.GTrrCULTUIl,lL L.\ll0U=, 1'171

futon of 1'Ilr:
oultuml !LIb,
IU'ero to Oul.1

vntcirs

/<:riculturo.l Iabc­
urors os per cGnt
of workors undor
industrinJ. cabcgc­
rico I .- III

Iigricalt.urnl Inbc-.
urcrs as por CCJ11t

of tot..'ll wcrkora
St."\tos

---------_.._----_.._.._------_.._-----------~._------------_.

l·bIc Fom'L c .Pe r'eone

l.ndhm Pradesh 27.73 63 . 00 51 .67

AD31.;:1 10. 00 5 .36 12.44

Bihar 33 .29 73.61 46.76

Guj~",' t 17. 65 1$. 35 33.26

Ir :~IJ':"I.J'l.1. 15. 78 25.9~ 21,.•33

J~l:ll'.lt\ to 1<1 &lv.ri..!· 3 . 12 1•'JJ 4 .27

Kor::-.Jt\. 25:10 29 JJ(. 55. ,)1

: ·~.dhya Prc-dcnh 1<=;. 33 t~: .70 32.75

Ihh.e rr.elrtm 25 .21 51.55 44.11

lfys()l'o 21 . 12 49. (~ 1 37 . f,9

Ol"'iO~. 25 . J:; 58 . 5~; 35 .54

Punjab ~O .2..~ 1n. 92 31.60

fu juath'.n 7 .63 zo.eo 12.12

Ta.r,ti.J. N:~du 24 . 15 5L~.J Cj 1,7 .26

tltte.r Prndcuh 17. F,' 114.!,.9 25. 5G

~,.,r~at Ik.11::"'al. :~5 . 00 !/f·.5 n 1.3 . 11

joll In:1io ;..;1 •~() ';(" . /' .:. ;,': .5/!-

---_.
Conputoo f r :"ln C..mouu J ~:7L JnC.i:. > T.hiill. r,'41GU S i~s'trn,ct •

PornOnD

1.18

('.16

0. 9<'

~
. 52

.33

.05

1.72
0 .50

0.82

0. 67

C.58

0.47
0. 14

0'17

Of35
0,83

0,61



.
'rcblc 2 : M.llI- I.ll'o1J
" ,

R.·~i'io : ~~TIO OF .:'GRIOUL'l'ORAL··ttiBot1ttmS·
TO ':1lO!'PJir ;.r.Ei. (1'770-71) ..

- - _._ --- - ----- -- ,- - - -
.;u:-c. c- r; f 2.. -r-t cutt iJ.-"":l.1 !c.lx~u':'~r3 Per

i lcct,-.: c. (h..'cr
-----------------------------------------~-~ccrcuo .ai f o.JdCr::.ins ill Principal

_________ ___ _____.__. ..._._ ._..___________________ ____ _ __c~~___

1, .<lI::d!'.rn Prndcsh J <~ ! ( -(, 0 .71'19 0 .53~ . .... ... . - .
2 !lBsnp O . 2~JZJ C'-1941 0 . 16.
3 Bi1l...~:.. 0 . , '::) 6 0 :6669 0.62

4 Ouj" rr,t O. : ~fi f:. 0 .3701 0 .21

5 Ir.I-y:.I'l.'- ') .. 15S'1 C. 1119 0.09

6 ffu1.1Ci:cl Pradcah 0 .('i 1' 0 ;0650 0. 06

7 'Ja.!JOU &: j~slr 'dr o.C';7n 0 . ('5 1,,1 O. CY,;

S r~~lCl 2 . 1 ~2 2-.060A. 0.B2
"

9 I(ld,.yn Pz'cl.dcoh (j..J2~:2 0 . .".1..10 0.21..".
10 U··.h·~:rt'. cl ~tl':.~ I. . :~ I'l l O•.~1'"/Ii' 0 .29

11 ih nJ.!.w ' r; . (~37 0. 0937 0. 09

12 ~ :':"!~ .I.". ~...'\ ~~. (\ :}??7 O. 3 (~:7 0 . 25

,13 ·W~or;. o. I,",: ,~~~ 6.37111 0.:4
:-..\

c: . 062'/ 0 .(;1)27 c.C614' Ib. ::. ·.l·. , r. ~'.

15 ;9~:Js~ O . ]l): ~5 0 .3351 0. ' 0.. ..
16 . I'unj~b 0 . 22) 9 0 .2003 Q,16
vt Il".\ j ~. sth"":.n c. '.l!OC; r. •L15e2 0;05,-
le . ~ Tn:1il U".J.u (' C\r""/ 0.8641 0.62;) . , ~..-.
19 Tri,:U-:l .- ... ... .:.. ' 0.?:l78 o.zr, J • ...... ; . ". :

~o Vet:.r Pr-x lc ch c. •'3/..:~".1 0. 2773 " 0 .20

. , , ~loB1.. .;J...nc ,1
. ,

0 . 53/$ O . ~10 . ~ ....' 1i,

:.ll :Cldi .:. ., 4£:.'/ ' o.sseo 0.39l ·.· )0, : ,



This work is licensed under a 
Creative Commons  
Attribution – NonCommercial - NoDerivs  3.0 Licence. 
 
 
 
To view a copy of the licence please see: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/ 
 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

	wp040
	Agriculture Labour in Palghat District - Some Preliminary Findings of a Socio - Economic Enquiry
	I Introduction
	II Agricultural Laboureres in Palghat District : An Over-view
	1. Relative Size of Agricultural Labourers
	2. Level of Education
	3. Composition of Agricultural Labour

	III Study Area and Survey Design
	IV General Characteristics of the Sample Households
	V The Employment Profile
	VI Earnings of Agricultural Labour Households
	Summary and Conclusion
	Appendix


	Creative commons cover sheet

