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Recent years have witnessed a series of legislative emactments
and organisational efforts affecting agrarian relations in Kerala which
_would_l&ad one to expect significant improvement in the inocome and luvels
of living of agricultural labourers. The State logislature has passsd
land reform bills which are claimed to be more radical than the measures
adopted in other States; in respect of the implementation of thalsa Aste,
the Governmente in this State have shown as much resoluteness and spized
as in other States. It is also 2 fact that agricultural labourers huve
organised themselves to a desree far surpassing similar efforts elsevhaie
in India. Further, money wages of agricultural labourers in Kerala !mve
. registered a substantial increase in recent years and, according to sone,
real wage rates also have gone up significantly even higher than in Punjsb,
the land of the Green Revolu;cion.1 Whether the above changes h‘ave 1led ‘0
a;if-m:bata.ntial improvement in the lot of these workers is the cquestion

examined in this paper.

1 Pranab Berdnan, "Green Revolution and Agrioultural Isbourers”,
mi Political Weekly, Special Number, July 1970,
Sea also A.V,Jose, "Lrends in deal Wago Retos of Agrimnlturel Istouvais .
Feonomic and Political Weekly, Vol,IX, No.13, Mareh 30, 1974.

We are very grateful to Professor T,N.Krishnan for his valuable Yelj.
suggestions in the preparation of this paper, We owe a great desl tc
Measers Chandan rjes, Purushothaman Nair, C,R, Nair and Mra, Ja 2 i
Panicker for their assistance in the tabulation of the data, We 21:u
wish to thank Professor K.N.Raj, Prof, N,Krishnaji, Professor K,F,Ur.-i
and Kathleen Cough for their comments on an earlier draft, ‘
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liberel grent from the Indian Council of Social Sciehce Researcl:, ’
Dr, Joan Mencher's assoclation with this study was supported by & Foll. .
from the Guzzenhim Foundation and Wenner-gren Foundation for
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Agrarian reforms which wers introduced in Kerala during the last

‘tng decades, for example, Kerala Agrarian Relations Act (1960), Kerala

Locd Reforms Act (1963), Kerala Stay of Brietion Proceodings Act (1967), etcs
we e the result of long struggles in which the agricultural labourers were
aiso actively involved, These rcforms were mainly aimed at the fixity of
tiqure and fair remt, to start vith, and subsequently, abolition of inter-
mdiaries in land, tepancy reforms, ceiling on land holdings and redistri-
bition of surplus land in faveur <[ the landless, However, as it turncd

o'\, the land refoims boilcd down %0 & transfer of land from the former

¢ yyial landlords or intzimediate henants to the tenants at the lower lrwvals,
A adgnificant emownt of land became the property of large temant farmers,

¥ arther, before the rclevant piovisions of the land reform act came into
farce, most of the holdinzs wicch ctcceded the ce:.].'l.ng limit got partdtioned,
louving very Litile for mdis!ribution ameng the landless agricultural lebour=-
‘ ra.z A1l that the agricultur:l labourers got out of the land refomwas the
«wnorship rights over their lursstenda ranging from 5 to 10 cents. Thus,
tho bencfits of recent land ruforms have been mostly confined to former

1enants.

It is true that as & resuli of the relentless orga.nisatinnai effor*s,
ittﬂ.bultur.al labourors hfma been able to put an end to the most ruthless
prms. of exploitation and briﬁg ébout some improvement in th.eir working
Qﬂiﬁim. They have suéceedcd to make the State intervene in fbﬁng hour:
- v

Originally when the Kerala Agrarian Felations Act was introduced, then
‘Revenue Ministor estimated the axten*t of surplus land above ceiling limit
at 1.75 lakh acres, By 1961, when the Kerala land Reforms Act was iiitre-
duced, the area of land in excoss of the ceiling came dowm to 1,15 1=h
acres, By the ad of larch 1972, only 651 ceiling retums involvi:.z SCCCC
acres were filed; the ectual amount of land declared as surplus L M~ ap”
of May 1973 dwindled frow this tc 40000 acres and tho actwml extont of Z-nd
redistributed by that dato was 2 merc 956 acres, Sea M.A. Commen, .. 3% s
of land Reforms in Korala, Oxford & IBH Publishing Co., 1975, p.34.




of work end minimum wagns. Indeod, in the Palghnt region, there has heon

a substantial increasc in the wages dwring the puslt five years or so,
Whether the increase in wage rates has led to an improvement in the earnings
of agricultural labowr houscholds would depend upon the trends in the employ-
ment levels, We have no svidence or resson to believe that there has
occurred an increase in the total volume of agricultural wage employmant., O
the other hand the number of agriculturzl labourers has inereased over the
years, It is also true that certain traditional avenues of eﬁploymmb for
the mombers of theze houscholds hsve been closed. Thorefore, we have a
hunch that the ircreesc in wage rmates has bean offset by & decrease in the

average number of days of omploymcht per worker.

The present study is bascd on primary data co]_'Lécted in the coursc
of a ficld survey conducted in one of the villacres in Palghat distric’r..*
Incidentally, Pzlshat wac one of “he two districlz in Kerala covered in
Bardhan's study. A sample of 50 agriculturcl labour houscholds was survayod
during 1976 covering iwo paddy seasons, viz., Mmdakan (winter) and Tuni~

(summer), Some of the findings of this survey ore prosented below.
P

IT Apmiculiwzl Iabourers in Palghat District:
An over-view

1. Relative 3ize of Jrriculturel labourers

Before wo proceod to exawine the rcsults of our investigetion il
mey be wseful to have o broad picture of agricultural labour in Palgiat

districts aa a whole. Among all the districts in Kernla, Palghat has the

The field survey {orms a part of a larger rcsearch project on the sociz-
economic aspocts of the adoption of high yiclding varieties of risze 11
Kuttanad and Palghat, thc two mejor rice growing areas in Xerala.



largost number of agricultural labourers, As of 1971, the total numbcr
of ngricultural labourers in raliiat came to 2,93 lakhg of these, 1.41 lakhs
wei¢ males and 1,52 lakhs were fomiles.

Agricultural labourcrs constitute 48,40 per cent of all workers in
thi. district, as against 2G.68 per cont for the State as a whole, this
proportion being the highest aronz o111 the distriets. Further, agricultuml
lribourers as a proportion of totzl workers in industrial categories I, I
arsd III, that is, agriculture - nd .1lied activitics, comos to 71.47 per cant,
& uo the highest ameng 211 the listricts., The corresponding proportion for
t'w State as a whola worked cut tc 55,31 which, it may be noted, is the

Lirhest among all the Stetes i tho Indian lhion. (Appendix Table 1).

The ratio oi' agriculiursl lebhousrs to cultivators comes to 3.08 ir tho
distriet, as against 1.72 for Feiwrdla and 0,61 for the cowmtry as a whaolo,

l's lghat tops the list in respeet of this ratio also.

The comparative pesition of Palghat in the relativo size of agricul-

rural labour foree is Lroughti out in Table 1,

It is well lmown thot lemla has the highest man<land ratio among
a1l the States in Indic. The nmumber of agricultural labourers per hectarc
of nmmm—lm worl s out to 0,82 in lerala in 1970-71 as
against 0,30 for the couniry is a whole {Soe Appendix Table 2), The number
of agricultural labourers per hectare of gross cropped area in Palghat comes
to 0,87, again the hizh:at in the 3Stete, The number of agricultural
labourers per hectare of (gross) cropped arca in the various dintrj.éts is
given in Table 2,



Tukle 1: SIZE OF AGRICULTURAL LADOURERS IN THE DIFFEPFNT DISTRICTI OF KTR-LY, 1071

No.of Agrictltural labourdvs.

No.,of Agriculfural Isbourers

Ratio of agricul-

Diskriio Valos — Femlos : Persons . tic SSSPIOROPRORSL_ yyra) labourers
Por- vorkers in Industrial to oulﬁ.yatora
sons, - categories I

to ITI

1 Cannonore 134264 108119 242383 130878 33.84 58.96 1.85

2 Kozhikode 105984 43348 149332 82607  36.17 51.00 1.81

3 Malappuram 131741 64913 196645 %713 38.79 61.19 2.08

4 Palghat 141308 151575 292883 95204  48.40 71.47 3.08

5 Trichur 104901 93302 198203 82354  33.40 63.80 2.4

6 Emakulam = 90468 62291 152759 100547  21.7L 52.10 1.52

7 Kotteyam 115014 46200 161214 150655  25.0/ 38.43 1.07

€ Alleppey 10609 72872 183481 9578  31.93 55.87 1.2

9 Quilon 109318 34329 143647 185620 19.92 38.80 0.77

10 Trivandrum 1195755 792359 1908114 1106663  30.68 55.31 1.72

Source: Census of India, 1971, Korala, Thion Census Abstract 1971.



Table 2: NIMBER OF /CTICULTUNAL LABOURERS PFR HECTARE
OF URGPP D AREA, 1970-71

Number of agricul-

Mstrict tural l~bouwsors per
hectaro
1 Palghat 0.87
2 Trichur 0.81
3 Alloppcy C.79
4, Milappuram 0.78
5 Trivandrum 0.75
6 Camanorc 0.68
7 Emakudam 0.54
8 FKozhikodo 0.54
9 Kottayam 0.44
10 Muilen 0.40

Estimated on the haais of': Consus of 1971 and
Korals Economlc Reviow,

2 Education

The lovel of cducution am:.npg the agricultural labourers in tho
qistrict is vory much loucr than that of their counterparts elsewhore
in Kerala, Illiteratos formcd &' .40 por cont and 9%.90 per cent respoct’v 73
umong male and foral: ggricultural labeurers m Palghat in 1961, thel
hdghest among <11 tho digtricts. On the other hand, the proportion of
workers with evon primary oducntion constituted only 1,59 pef cont cxong
nnle and O.I.é per cent among fomalc labourcrs, tho lowest in tho State.
Hithin the district itsclf, the cducatiomal levels of egricultural labenmrers
:ro significantly below that of the total ponulation of workers and non-
+orkers, The oducational levels of agricultural laboutors and that of “u
,otal population in the different districts csv presentod in Tablo 3.



3. siti rieul tural Iabour

(a) It my be rocallod that in Palghat distriet female agricultural
labourers outnumber male agricultural labourers, Of tho total agricultuml
labourers herc femalo workers account for about 52 per cent, as against a
little ovor 37 per coent for the State as a whole. Tho proportion of male

and fomle agricultural workers in the differont districts is given in
Table 4-

Table 4: PROPORTION OF MALE AND FEMALE AGRICULTURAL LABOUR
Tl DIFFERENT DISTRICTS (1971)

Fomales Males

District Nunibcr  Per eent  Humber Por cent Total
1 Palghat 151575 51.75 141308 18.25 292883
2 Trichur 3302 L7.07 104501 52.93 198203
3 Cannanore 108119 44.61 13/2¢4, 55,3% 242353
4 Emalulam 62291  40.78 SA] 59.22 152759
5 Alleppoy 72872 39.71 110600 é.2G 183481
6 Malappuram 04913 33.01 13171 66.99 196645
7 Kozhikode 43348 29,03 105984 70.97 149332
¢ Kottayam 62291 28,66 90458 71.34 152759
9 Quilon 34329 23,09 109318 76.91 142647
10 Trivandrum 35410 18.8¢ 15218 81.12 127558

Korala 712359  37.33 1195755 62,67 1908114

It my be notod that Palghat holds the first ronk in the propor-
tion of feomale workers to total agricultural labourers in all tho districts
of Kerala, In this comncction it is worth uoantiomdng that the matio oo “ne

number of fomale labour to male labour is highor in rice than in other ciwps,



TABIE 3: 1IDUCATION.L LEVSL3: TOTAL POPUL:LIION OT ‘:o:"mm AND HON-HOTHERS, AND AGRICTLTURAL LATIOURERS, 1961

| g s ¢ e S Er B2 0 o oA (P - -] - o VTS s S S T ~ fea 8 1 3
] Total population of workters and non-workers Agricultural labourcrs

" . b : i Litcrate Primary Matricula

ILiterate without Primary or Matriculation . :
e ~ ' _ Dliternte without or junior +tion and

Nliterate educational levels Junior Basie and above odwation- beaie e
- al lerels

Per- ., Fo- Por- - Fo- Per- ., Fe= Por=,. .,  Fo- Vel Fo- pog  POS " PFge . Fo
sons "¢ il sons Mo mlc soms 17 malo gons Han mlc 20 w1 _h“lc male ole mlg__mj" ma
Palghat 67.03 59.09 74.31 24.99 3C.74 19.73 €.38 7.7C 5.17 1.5% .46 0,80 81,40 94.90 10,97 4.68 1.59 0,42 .
Kozhikode  61.34 50.73 71.80 27.47 34.71 20.35 10,12 12.8L 7.45 1.05 1.70 0.40 6,86 91,87 22.08 6.73 4.97 1.40 0.07 .
Cannanorc 60,53 49.62 71,01 27.27 34.65 20.18 10.93 13.58 7 £.36 1.26 2.09 .47 56.31 £3.5¢ 36,76 13.22 6.82 3.14 0.01 .
Trivandrum 57.65 49.46 €5.73 30.44 35.60 25.29 9.44 11.36  7.73 2,47 3.51 1.44 55.77 86.S4 38.15 11,41 5.9 1.6/ 0.12 0.1
Trichur 52.83 46.01 59.08 32.89 37.89 28,31 11.5% 12.61 10.59 2.72 3.45 2.02 61.77 72.86 35.02 18.37 3.14 2.76 C.07 ..
Ernakulam 51.69 44.58 58.71 34.41 39.06 29.81 11.17 12.80 9.56 2.71 3.57 1.87 56.91 78.¢6 37.58 18.90 5.39 2.11 0.09 0.t
Quilon 50.06 42.80 57.32 34.86 39,04 30.68 12.51 14.5% 10.42 2.57 3.58 1.56 58.13 86.8C 25.25 11.83 5.47 1.38 0,10 ..
Kottayam 44,50 38.50 50.70 36.35 38.94 33.64 16,27 18.58 13.86 2.27 3.95 1.76 30.88 60.60 5£.03 332.79 12.91 5.328 0,18 C.(
Alleppey 43 .44 36,59 50.09 40.63 44.82 36.58'12.89 14.61 11.22 3.04 3.99 2.11 39.01 66.97 57.56 30.27 o

6.27 2.73 0.15

Source: Computed from Consus 1961, Kerala, Distriet Consus Handbooks.
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g‘.:tl the fact of the matter is that Palghet district aceownts for a vory
high proportion of the total area wnder rice in the State. Operations in
‘rice cultivation like transplanting, wecding and, to a lgrée extent, h-r-
vesting and threshing gonorally involve moro fomelc labour than male 1-bou
Further, the impact of mechanisation so far in rice cultivation has beon
folt in dewatering, ploughing, lovelling, cote, which t.mditio:m]ly we:oc
carricd out with mele labour, and the procosn of r;.cchs.niaa'bio.h, hewever
limited in secle has,moant displsconent of meles, It is also 4ruc that
Palghat district hrg oxperienced significant outemizration of malas to
Tamil Nadu, [I1 thooe factors may have contributed to the relatively 'ugr.

ratio of female labour in this Jistrict.

(b) It is also signifiscant to notc that a good proportion of
tile agricultuml. lobourers in Palghat district, 39.45 par cont, balong *<
tho schodul 4 castca anG schedulod tiibes. Jig & matter of fact, this i~
trict has the largest number of agriculbural labourers balonging to th ac
two conmmurd bicu, viz., 95,230 osornons. Tho distribution of a:griaultu:?.l
labourors belonging tc achoduled castes ond scheduled tribes in the diff -

districts of Kormala is presentod in Table 5.

Table 5: AGRICULTURAL LABOTIERS FROM TID® SCILDULID CASTES
MW SCIEDUTI: TRIBES, 1461,

District Persons Ihl.os Femol:e Porcantage shore
(persons)
1 Palghat 85838 30832 4L&006 R4.29
2 Alleppoy 50612 2325/, R€55€ 14,38
3 Xo do 42685 23615 25070 13.78
4 Quilon 45969 7814 18155 - 13.01
5 Ernakulam 28908 13555 15353 5.31.3
6 Trichur 235.8 12947 15601 8,07,
7 Trivindran 24172 15020 9152 684

8 Carmanoro 23545 1094 12597 : 6%

Keroln 353586____177370___ 176216 100.'00 "

Source: Computoed £row Consus of India, 1961, Vol VI, Korsla, Part V °
Special Tablas for 3chadul .d Castes tnd Scheduled Tribes, 1'%
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It may be noted that Palghat accounts for nearly one fourth,

4,29 por cont, of the total agricultural labourcrs of Kerala belonging
to this category, the rem:iring throc quarters being shared by the othar
ft districts, Howcver, it deserves mention that a significant proportion
¢ the scheduled cantos popul-tion in the districts lying to tho nort: zuc
.outh of Palghot district emlracod Islam and Christianity respectively to
.seape the odiwm of castes and/or hopi._ng to gnin more cquitable cconondc
cpportumities, This may partly xplzin the lowcr proportion of workers
tdonging to this groun in the othoer distriets, It is also interesting
i~ observe that femalce labowvsers outnumber male labourers in the case of
these commmitice in Palphat district, This feature is found to be true

21 some oth.r districts also.

In sum, Polghat district has a large numbor of agricultural letowr
rolatively to “he total cropped aren. More tlhan half of them are fomrl.n,
They arc socially and oducaticnally backwerd,

IOI Study Aroa end Survey Dosim

(a) 4s mentioned abovo, the ficld aurvdywaé conducted in onc
f the villages in Pulghzt taluk, The populaticn el Palghat taluk, coo-
4 tho five taluks in the district was 36,5001 in 1971, i.o0., 21.90 par crm®
41 the district total, OF tiiis,72,.14 per c:int was rurel and 27.86 per ¢~
yrban, The litemacy rate in the teduk as of 1971 came to 42,81 por eznt.
'stal workors in the talul: wunder all industrial eatogorics addod =~ 1.2%

lakhs of which 58,558 or 44.2 per cant were agricullwel lcbourers,



1

Tho population of the samplo village according tq the censua of
1971 was arownd 9000 of which about 3000 were counted as workers, Of the

total workers in the village, a little over 47 por cont. reported as agri-
culturel labourers, The villnge panchayat compriscs 7 wards of which 3 wor
solectod for tho prosont survey. In tho sclection of the threo wards dus
woight wns given to tho roprosentation of cultivators of different strats
and agricultural labour houscholds, ctc.

Rico is the principal crop in the selocted village which roccives
wator from the Malampuzha irrigation project. Under the traditional
cropping pattem, rice used to be cultivated during two soasons, vic.,
Virippu (Autumn) and Mundaknn (Wintor). Of late, with the commissioning
of tho Malampuzhn irrigetion project, a third orop, PE.'_E (Summor ), has been
introduced in some parts. Under tho traditional cropping pattem the
first erop, Virippu, mainly a rainfod crop, is sown in My and barvested
during lato August, Soptember or October dopending upon tho varioty of
gsocds sown and the timing of thc South west monsoon. For Mundakan, soting
starts in October and harvosting is spread ovoer Janunry-Fobruary. The

duration of the Punja crop is from latc January to oarly My,

llovover, thore ia considerable overlapping of the cropping scascn,
Within one large contiguous block of ricc ficlds, onc comes across plots =t
difforent stages in thc cultivation cyel:, ranging from ploughing and truns-
plantation to harvesting and threshing. Thus, the virippu crop overlaps
into Mumdaken and Mundaken crop into Punja. The ovorlapping of Virieppu
and Mundaken is traditional in this arca for a mmbor of agronomic and social
roasons, The Social ruisens rclato to tho tondency of cultivators ¢ staggoer
tho work for thoir pormancont labour force. The resulting picturo iz = veritir

mosaic of rice crop et various stages of growth,
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The three wards covered by our survey containod 900 and odd
HFlm'oholds: Of this,176 were cu.itivatqr households and 270 agziaultumi-
‘1pbour houscholds. The remining households bolonged to other ocaupstionnl
qiin,agories. 4 good proportion of tho ngriculturnl labourers consist of
Inrdijans and Voedukas (o Tardl speaking backward class); therc wore alse
qhite o fouw Ezhaves (an intermodinte casto beiwoen Frrdjans and upper eastos

tnch as Bronhmins .:‘nclil‘hirs o |

Agricultuml labourers cr. fairly well organiscd in tﬁs BT08
S ovapt majority of thom bolong to the Kerzhole Thozhilali Uhion uwnder thc
“LFJIW(M).  According to onw londer of this lhion, it is interesting to notc,
about threo-fourthis of the members of his thdon are famnles. 4s a result of
o organised offort of the workors, wage mibces have roglgtered a tise in
rocont times. During 14975-76, the daily wage mie of agriculiural lnbou ora
cema to 6 ‘cdamglazhi’ of paady for miles and 5 'edarymazhis! for fomalas
during harvest porior’i ; =t othor times the ratos are oven lower, At the
prico provailing in the Toculity ot the timo, the mency cquivnlmrﬂ ‘of 1w
nhove weuld be 15.7.8 and #.6.5 respectively, For harvesting and threshinsz,
which -opo.m-ilzions aru treased together, wages ore alﬁa‘ys paid in kind and
rpckoned in terma of a ratio of thoe gross produce., The prevailing wage .otc
ipr harvesting now a days i3 /7 whilc somc cultivators continue to poy %
tha rate of 1/# of tho gross produce. But then, as late as 1970 or 1971,
the éc'v;ozp.go rate for harvosting and throshing was 1/10. On the otherhand, "fl?.o;
lhbourers have reportad the tactics which some cultivators resort to of lric
in ordor to roduce the share of lnbourere, Thus, the labourere are é.llairdd
tis boat 5he whe busaies #or threahing only two times, loaving som: ~muin

sl.11 in tho bundles, Tho bumdls 13 put asido and aftor a fow days worlora
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arc engaged on o daily wogt br ris to camplete the tiireshing opomtionms,

The provailing monuy v~ w23 aw: I+,7 for nnles and .5 Tor femnlcs, as agrirs

tho statutory minimum waze cf %.7.50 ond :,6,50 respeetively.

(b) 4s mentionod nbove, the survey was conducted in 50 agricul turr
labour houscholds sclocted ot undom from the totnl 270 sueh familiss ruoid
in the throo sample wards in rhe Pranchayrt, A schedule covering dermogrmipls
dotails, cnste, luvel of :(dueation, oocupation status, housing conditions,
asscts and linbilitics, curront borrowinga, omaployment, wnges, cte, was can
vass>d anong the sample housciwlds, Proliminary work such a3 troining of 4
investigators, listing of houscliolda, drewing the sample, ete. wns somplcetax
by Merch 1976. Intersivo investizaotion was started in March by whizh tinc
harvesting of the thmdokan erop 1975-76 was almost ovor and tho initial
opcrationa for the 1976 Punja jus* comcad.* The design of tho prosmnt
rosoarch projoct unvisnitud eollection of data for 211 tho threa erops, viz..
Virinopu, 1imdnlian and Pmjn, lowever, wo folt *h~* “h: colloction of data
for 1475 virippu o! Uit ¢ morenl dneslve considirnble momory lanso on
tho part of the rimondants sosultipng In novvils “owigin of uitor and wo, fic:
foro, decided te limit tiwc roferons. puried of the first rowd to the “imd-l
rud Pmja of 1975=74 -nd w0 nostpans L enqui-zs on tho Virdppu e~ o ¢ oo
maxt round during the 1675 Viripet ue ext, T 29)luelion of the dyue 2o
imcnkan soison could U.. sicted orly townrds the ond of tho scasor, whils
tho @uta edlating to ke Punja eons vae collectd during the eowrte of
erop seazon. It ray Frowoves bo berno in nind thret for the stwly rcgion, o2

for other parbe of th dirtrict, Viripmu ic a major crop ~nd, thercfor-, o

H The inveatirctors vivitod *he suple heuscholds gponerally during such tdi
vhon tilg nembors wore ov ilnble at home and compamtively froo ard willin
to give infomm-tion. ‘¢ fowmd the movberc of these houscholds quite res-
ponsive. Tnowzn thoy arce not wduentud, thoy scoiwd to be fully conacious
of tholr riglttc rnd >rdveidionz and »edy to msver any question posut to
thom, Thorafarae, it wro = coupruntively casy tedk for our investigators
to establish the nocrsanry Tunnort witl then,
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complete pleture will cumermo anly after we have covered the forthcoming
Virippu season in 1976.

As regords omploym.an®, wngos, and related mettors, onc proforma wns
{i1lod for cach agricultuml lzbourer in wory houschold and that too for
‘hg twe scsons 3opomtely. DBeazides the schodule covoring dotails of e
suantitative nature, » coprohentize quostionnmaire doaling with cortain gua-
. _tativo agp.sts of iheir mployuont conditions, costo and social status,

ustomnTy oklign "-ion's, systous oft wize paymant, crodit nceds, sources and
ima, ote. wac c:dso ernvmssal,  ‘krc agnin, onc proforma was fillod 'p for
rery worldng nudber o tho lowuscheld,

The folloving diseuwssion 1s meinly based on tho analysis of the d:'-
‘lleetod thrausd. “h scacdl o £illia wp in %o sample houscholds, The

Lthora! obocervotions rnd irpr szionuy goinod in tho course of their {risit.s
Leobe etwly cven ot T inerparetod ot appeoprdato places, The eove™ ot
¢ the stwly 13 corfined tu wo ~rvop sonsons only, viz,, Mundakan 1975-7<

d Punja 1076 rnu, to siel xoani, L. fMinddngs roloting to omploymemt

el dneome have sero lirdtaddoa,

IV _Gneral Clr.ructerdistics of the Samplg Houscholds

(a) Tho present ~ ple i-:luded 50 agriculturel labour householda,
{f this, the filled up sclivlules Lor 5 houscholds containud certain gans nud
grrers and, therefors, weoe 1 juctod ot the tine of iabulation. The :f‘ello:!j:;f;f
apnlysis ic bagad on th: dnéa oell eled for the romining 45 housctol. s,
1k moubership in these 45 heusshel 2 adds upto 218 of which 105 aro mlos
et 113 ere fomlua, Thus, we verge size of cur sauple houscholds cui. <
tp about 5, In 26 Lowsviwlus the sls £3 1.3e than 6 nambors end dn Mg

mpss, 19, thore were 6 or aor: ~asbars, -



(b) A little over one-third of tho nombers of the sample householis,
74 out of 218, belong to the age group 0-15; there are 27 persons in tho
group 55 yoars and ~hova, The rest of the members, a little ovor ¢ne Inlf,
are in the age group 16-55 yoars,

Table 6: LAGE COMPOSITION OF THR MW BERS OF THE HOUSEHOIDS
BY 3IZE OF HQUSEHOLDS

};ﬁﬂom‘l 1= 35 6-8 11 ' ho;:iimld s
'E‘g‘_‘ growp 4y F P M F P M F P M F P V F P
yoora )

0-5 . - - = 4L 3 7 7 9 16 1 1 2 12 13 25
6-10 - - = 3 5 8 M ¢ 17 1 2 15 12 27
11-15 - = = 5 2 7 6 13 2 - 2 14, £ 22
16-25 1 - 1 7 1017 11 1% 27 - - = 19 2¢ 15
26-35 1 - 1 5 71 2 817 - 1 1 15 16 3
36-45 1 2 3 3 4 7 A TN 1 - 1 9 13
46-55 - 2 2 5 2 7 4 610 - « - 91 1t
hbove 55 1T 3 4 5 7 12 5 4 9 1 1T 2 12 15 7
Al

monbors L7 11 37 77 58 62 120 6 L 10 105 113 217
Note: ®: ¥le:o F: famnles P: TPecrsons

(¢) The 1lovel of z@uention nang the nasbers of theso houschal s,
as is to Lo wxpocted iIn the lizht of the carlior discussions, is extiewly
low. Of tac 218 pcrsona, 138, or n ldltle over 62 por cant are £-usd to oo
illiterete., Porsons with seme formel oduc~tion add upto 80, Only 5 o”
then rvo metricul-ten, 22 hovo comploted dddle school, and 42 hove prinnry
oducaticn., JAmong thou 113 fonles, 83, thot in about 73 per cont ara raporsc
o0 iJJ.itcmtce; 6 of thu: hrvy cotinlotud middle school, 2 are matrisulntes,
and 15 hovo primary schooling, s ths luval of clucation, se the I:‘:;a*;ura of

occupatirn, Fer the vist mjority of worling nerbers, agricultural labowr
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Table 7: CLASSIFICATICH OF IOICLIOIDN ITIOR & ACCCGTING M0 Onedr TIJW I L' 8 C DIRATIN
Occupc:tion No.occu- MWage labcur 'lnge lab- Domestic Skilled Salf- Othar
lovels of pation in agricul- our in sorvices Cowboy 1-bour Studont cmployed Misce- — Total
Fducation ture othors ; ' (woge) . llancous

M F P M F P M F P M F PA1 F?¥MFPMPFPMPPMUPFPMTPFTP

T1itemte 1727144, 21 57 76 5 - 5 - 3 31 -1 = = = = = =314 1 - 1/88 136
Iiterate
without formal
educction e 2 2 2 o = o o @ ® =& ®o= . = = = = = = v - - - - - = 2 2
Primary 5 51 2 3 5 5§ - 5 1 « 11 = 1 2 « 2 1NM718 =« «a « « = =2715 A2
ldddle &1 7 5 2 7 = = = = 1 11 - 13 =3 L3 77 =17 - = =26 45 32
Ko 2 2 2 - = 4 a4 = =& = = =me = = = = = 21 2 « o & = - = L 2 6
CI.;»J__E-.{;, - - - - - - - = - - - o omr B ommom ¥ oM MR R Do M R & el o\ oW -
Abe - colloge = = - - - - = - o= A . KR B ¥
0‘7.'.&‘.-..'.;'3 - - - - - - - = - Lo - o =~ = = — = = = - - - = = - - = - -
Toizl 3035 65 28 &2 90 10 - 10 . 1 4 5% - 3 5 - 51711210 111 1 - 115113 218

Note: M: lnles F: TFoanloes F: Peisons
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is the principal occupation, It 'my nlso be noted that those are landlcss
‘houscholds, oxcept for the homesicads which cover 5 to 10 conts. Wage
omployment in agriculture is roportoed in the case of 90 persons. Those
cngaged in dkilled jobs or sulf-cmployment of some sort como to a mere 15,
Fomnlo membora are mostly cngaged ae farm labourcrs; out of 67 farmlos
reporting somo occupation, 62 were engaged as agricultum} laboururs. 'z
the proportion of studonts in the 'populetion' of 6-15 age group 18 aloo
low, viz., 28 studonts out of the totnl 49, tho predominance of lew-paid
wagao crployment is apt to be perpetuntnd with the coring generaticn as :ro°
(Sce Tablo 7).

(é)} Moot of thos: houscholds ~re seun to bolong to socizlly bnei-
ward classcs., Of “hc 45 houscholds, 27 balong to Ezhava commmity, 11
main Horijan Comsmunity of the are:, viz,, the Cherwwn, and 12 4o tho

Voduka commumity,

= qle 8: CLCSITPTCATION ¢ ° HOUSKHOLDS -0 7L MG TO CASTE

Casto . No. of houscholda
1. Chorux 11
2, Vaduko 12
3. BEzhavas s |
L. Not rocorded

a{_.

Total
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Howaver, the Heri jons necount for only about a quartor of the
sample, Thc under represcniation of the Harijans in the present sample
rgsulted from some oversight on our part at the time of seloction of the
u'mds.* Wo arg trying to rectil; this imbalance in the naxt round of our

V., The Daplovment Profile

(a) It may be reeallod that in our sample housoholds thare arc ¢
gricultuml lobourcers, Of thoese 70 are permanent lnbourers and the ru~ i
3 arc casurl labourers, The connotation of the torm permanont labouror

118 changod osor time, Inm carlicr days, the pormonent labourors comprisod
firrijans and tribals ' nd th. toam nttached labour would perhaps bettor 2z:onrsd
‘heilr status in those deys. dttzched lobour would imply that the worker wi:
. ttachod to landlords or their "tharavads' (joint family) and assumed o
noriditary character. In due course, mainly as a result of undonisatic: of
rgricultural labour in tho district, tho working class was gradually ecancip::
{rom the servitudc associntcd with attached labour, Of late, 'bl}e termi = e
panont labour hoo come inte vogus, & penmanans I-iqzi{cz‘ in rolation to &
iandlord, as defined in Ll Ko la dgricultural Workers Act 19743 moana

n agricultural vorker who iz bound by customs or contract or otherwi-:

3 -
In the seloction of the woris we wantod to onsure that thoy containog- o
sufficicent rapbor of large cultivotors and agricultural labourers, ind
on the basis of the informition furnished by the Panchaynt Officers we
sclccted tho werds, But only aftor completing the listing of «tho sclected
wards and preliminsry coupilation we discovercd that tho ward contoin a
relatively smell nuiber of agricultural labour houscholds bolonging tc
thesc communitics. We hrve 1-ter came to know that the mjority of e
Hori jans live in clusters in distant and isolatod aroas,



19

to work in tho agricultural land of that land owror.® The torm, broadly
speaking, stunda for o porson wic during the groater part of hi.g/hor working
time regularly works for the samo omployer continuously over a ﬁomjiamtivol
i‘ohg period. The stitus of permencnt labour conferred certain advartage on
workers., Thoy hed n prior claim on the work in the permanent employer!s
ficlds; the landlords or cultivators weuld hire othor workers only whon tho
involvod, as during pcak soasons, wns more than their permonent labcurers
coult_i cope up with, On tho othor hand, At also involved certain obligation:
on the part of the pormanent labourers, viz., they wore not expczctec'.\-'tn toke

up otheors' work unless their pormanent. empleoyers did not neced tholr serviscs

During the sixiics, the agriculturml labourors, pemancnt lobourers
not cxecluwded, bogan to pross their demmnds for higher wages; the raoction of
tho cultivators wac to iry Lo hirc workers from outside tho village. To
1abour unions mowntod ngitation to resist this rove by the omplojers %o
roplace permanent workers with cnoual labourers, which was by and lerze
guccesafil, DBy this tiw, thovl: ke inereaging uwncrployment, the status
of permancnt lobourer assumcd added importomec and the conflict of intorazis
of the cmpflcyors and p.rmoacnt labourers camo into the open. The ancebamt
of the recent lsgisletion which conferrcd benofits such as securit:r of 2i:lo
nent, provident fund, ote. hrc;ugh‘b the conflict into sharper focus, with
cultivators trying to 7ot rid of their pormnent labourcrs on the gzm-h;.nd ’
and the labourcrs, eon the other hond, trying to safcguward tholr poaition Ty
roglstoring thodir names with the Panchaynt, as the dct roquired. I -i:s
Anteresting to note that the hostility botween tho now landlords, who wor.
former tenants, and thuir permanont labourers is more aneute. I ou?® std:
aren, vory roccntly thorg wore a fow confraﬁtationa botireen tho tgnp.".oy:;i‘s e

agrioultuml lahourers on this scoro.

3 e Korr 1o sgricul tasrl Worke®' 3 Aet, 19747, A Digost of Lews 1974
Socroterist of the lerlr legislature, Covt.of Kerala,Trive 9, A7




(b) The results ol cwr nwvey bring out tho rolative cmploymont
rogition of punenent L-bow.rs rd eosurl lnbourcers, The permanont LﬁSOu:bﬂ
ovo had work for more deys during bolli the scosons than casual labourers,
nd natuelly so, On the ‘voit.ge © peomanent lnbouj-er had employnent for
bout 106 days for the two sousona, Mundakan ~nd Virippu, taken togethor,-:
gainst 85 doys for ¢ cimad Inbourcr. The relevnnt facts are proscentod in

“uble 9,

Trble ©: DUDATION OF AWMIQT T COF PEAMANERT ..NL CASUAL
L.D0il TS

fwiber of d°y3 of crployaent per worker
I—:mvmont Lobourcra Cosuwel Inbourcers

sctivitic:
b lndakan Punja Mudokan  Punje
'~ work for pcrrenint
paployors 40.22 0.1 oe e
Fam work on othors' fioldo 6.83 8.67 30.86 . 32.0¢
- S e EE e e o e e e Ee s PR e W Bm as S Ee Em e e e W e e e = = = = = = = = =
sub=tot:1 47.10 /8.9 30,86 32.09 .
pon-foma worl for pemnnent :
Pwr 1‘9‘# 2.21 "y e me
Fon-fara work clsewhere 2,08 3,25 10,14 11.91
W ™ e e e o e E o e e e e e e o e = o oA - gm = e W e - e e aa e o wm Em B
sub-toal 7,00 - 5.46 10.1 11.€1
Grnd Tetal 51.10 &1 02 41,00 44110

It my be nolud that (v:~ work tecownts for the bulk of the days
& cmployment fo1 beth catege~i:z of labour. In theo case of permencnt:
L:bourors non-frurm: work vyl theu for enly 4 days during Mmfrlay, g
. HUttle over £ doye dwdne e Fanje :.:cnsor; on the average; i rest «f -
Lhe days they wer: ongngued in agricul burad opol‘f_".'hi.a_rm ’ min.'_!.sr for thoir =iy

wiployers, Lo rogerds iy erowl lnbourers, on the gverace 66 days oul of 14



or throo quarters of tacir cmployicnt, were on fam operntions., The czsunl
labourers hrd loss number of doys of work in agriewlture as well o 1u38 b
-.t,o'l::ll omployment, 4 disaggresnted picture of tho pattorn of amploymont
according to opercticns of the twoe cntegories is given in Table 10.

Toble 10: DISTRIBUTION OF THZ DLAYS OF EMPLOYMENT I DIFFERENT
FAiM OPERATIONS

Opemtiona Porrnnent Ir‘tihm}:f* e wog::fnl Lﬂ}.)o*}l.‘
Mudeknrn  Punin Mmdoken Punia

1 Ploughing 3.61 3.78 3.91 - 3.9
2 Preparntion of ficlda 1.07 0,3¢ 0,82 0.31
3 Topair of Bunds 0.09 0.25 0.41 0.41
4 Sowing 0.14 0.14
5 Trongplanting 10.21 10,2 7.18 6.50
6 Woading Rud5 €.58 3.64 3.69
7  Mnuring 3.84 481 2.73 3.27
8 Applying pozticidus 0.63 0.E7 0.77 0.86
9 Marvonting -nd thresling 12,402 12.60 7.47 7.95
10 Winnowing 0.75 0.97 0.09 Looed
11 Othors 5,75 O 3.77 L.63
A1 opomtions 4710 48.99 30.86 32,09

Tt mush Lo pointed oul thot in this ~rea wore thon one form oporcli
may be cxrriid out with the sama gronp of Lubourars in ihe course of = onr
Aftor weeding in onu plot ‘hey may procusd o hraneplent seodlings in an. ¥4
plot ot o difforent stage in the agriculiual eyele in the ~fterncen or
ovening. Agnin, Lelf the dey mny he gpent in harvesting (nd the other oty
'qn thrgshing ~nd S on.  Thorefarg, any nalysis of tuo distr'ibubi;m o
oupleyment is quite eomplux., Furtior, with the incvitalblo ting lag buli e

tho eultivation ope: tiona, especinlly for the 'hr'-kan scasen and th. i .



«f interviewing tho labourors, somc memery lapse is bound to affoct the
(ets roported. Thervier:s, .o detriled break up of days of employmont
3 opt to contain o ecertein margin of orror. However, we presume thrt thodo

stimates indiente the broad order of mongnitudo.

(¢) As pointed out ewrlicr, in rice cultivation fomle labour
ccounts for o far Lurg.r preportion of Inbour input than male labour,
e mtio of the days of caplo;Twnt between fermles and mnles, for tho wwo
sousons token togethwr, works out to 3.5:1. Tho mumber of mn-days and wohone
‘lnys, ‘scasen-wise, and for the tws broad catogories of 1abour are surmorisld
vn Table 11,

Table 11: THE R.TIO OF FEUALE TO MALE LABOUR IN HICE
CULTIVATION

Yotal daye worked in formm oporations
- Pmdadian Punja ~ Two scasons
_ combinod

Fornle Mele flaliy Fermle lale Matio Femlo Mulo iv{—‘oi

A

Permanent 2502 G54 2.8 2653 629  4.2:1 5155 1283 L0
Casunl MS 202 21 A4Th 220 2.0:1 923 423 201
lotal 2951 856 .40 3127 B49  2.6:1 6078 1715 3.5:1

The ratio of forde to male lnbour is seen teo be highor among
permanent lnbeourors than anong casunl labourcrs. For the former the
rolevant ratio ie about twico as high as that of tho lattor, This ia foufl,

%o be the croc for boibh Lhe suasons, Tac distribution of doys of cnl:‘lloyr.-.ht
~iong molos ~nd fom:les sccerding to opomtions is presonted in Table 172.



Table 12: DISTRIGUIION OF DAYS OF EMPLOYMEMT IN DIFFERENT FARM
OPFRATIONS AMONG MALE All, PEMALE LABOURERS

Total Days worked in Differoent Farm oporntions:

Farn Operations Pormncnt Tnbony o o ] labour
Femnle Milo Formlo Mlc

Ploughing 5 508 o 172
Proparation of Ficld 54 56 23 21
Ropair of bunds s 23 . e 1
Transplanting 1372 .- 286 -
Wocding 1141 i 160 i
Manuring 483 98 83 G
“Applying Peaticides Wi 87 ¥ + 36
Harvesting and throshing 1326 357 g 252 7%
Wirmowing 115 o 11 -

Other farm work 676 154, 127

As may be scen from the foregoing table, an overwhelmingly larger
nurbor of woman d~ys are cmploys! in transplanting, weeding, mmring, Ww.r-
vasting ond threslhine and other form opemtions., Only ploughing, prof .. -
tion of ficld, ropoir of Wnds nnd application of pesticidos arc 1;115 TR -
poly cf mlo I~bowur, BPul, thon, thuess togother add up to only o orh 1l

fractiom of the aegrogoie input of Jobour in rice cultivation,

(@) For lh. two seasons token together, which are spread avor -
poriod of not less tion .ight menths, pormanent labourars got wage empl 7 -
fo'rl' cbout 106G doys and enswl labourers for 85 days., In othor words ncst

Cpgricul tural labourers In our siudy orea did not have any gainful oeconoiiic

.a'étivity for more than hell the puriod wmder roforonec.
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In this connoction it noy b sontionoad in passing that, ::.ccorc"ling

o tho 25th rownd of tiw Nuliemnl Sample Survey, 19’?0—7‘3; the. porcon'_tng;
p:f;'l:af#.i.mted nan-days gpent in gainful oconoric cc_tivitiqa by, mombors -B'f"l
thg ruml non-cultivating wnge-coiier households in Kernla camo, on ‘chc*
vorage, to 25.461, as cgainst 34.92 for all Indin, and nuxl' to.Junmu- and
. shmir, the lowest among 211 the Stetos end Undion Toﬂ‘itoﬁ.as. \Thc propo™

on of the cstimted man-doirs work.d as wags labour in agricultlul'r;-‘ canne i
e 61 por cont for .Jaml_& aB cpaingt 24.95 per com: foij the counmtry as o '
snolo,-again the aceend loweat, TPurther, the proportion of cstimated mri-
1 y&'by way of seckdngz ong/or available for othor wo:l'k o8 '?20 per cont

1 Kernla, conpz.}rcd te 3,13 por cint for Indiz ce.a whole, ~nd thc_: highcot

v all tho Stntes.z‘

Truo, we hive here not Ledien into accoumt self-crployment of mambérs

i these houscholds, But, in the maturc of things, and as illustratod by’
. ble above giving the o2ecuptiionul pn t.t 211, amceng the rombers of thc 5:‘-"-1:1'

wuséholds, they howvs very Lirdicd opportunitics for mainful salf-amplcynm,
I

1 tho past, n.grj.cw.ﬂ.tuml l1nboure.'s in this rugion, ospooinlly fora;les 5 MDA

Supplcmcut their incon. from ngricudiurl worl by geing to the fercsis

a'dd Jdccnt hillg whaa they had no work in tlic fields tc collect fmc:m*

Thic:

torigls, fir.: wood, gmes, cte, and sdJJ.ng then in the village,
' rosts were cwned by th\. tig landlords who proswmh_y did not ob;cct tc 3
., I:.'lvity. Soveml fomle agricul turel 1nbourers whom we :.ntuw:.ewod ramrt.:-.
?mt.oi‘ lote tivs avonuo of solf-aupleyzent los boan closced. rccordlng tr
nleir vergion, the sdvent of 7 large numiJcr of Curistian scttlors f“O". Tor~

¢ acore area and the ontry of the governmont inte. the priva*c Lforests howe

{rprived the ~zriculiur) lnbour heuscholds of their tmditional crploy.iaw _

b Nationnl Sumle &Awuy Orgt.msatiun Twenty £ifth Dowid, July 1570-Nws 1€
Tine Digposition and kre oty for Meenomically Walior Seetions gf. tha
Rural Popu_.],htig,p of Indin, Dopt. of Statistics, Mirnistry of leming, |
fovt,of Indic, 1975, The figurcs given abgve ara the sanple :‘ch'C'gD 90
"I:ho cstinntos for the four sub-rounds,
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and incono., Tho mationnlisation of private forests has attmotod a

rogular streanm of cntorprising scttlers from Travancoro, tho Southom

part of the State who wauthorisedly encroachod the lower ranges of tho
hills, cut and removed the troos ond started cultivating tho londs so cloar:
. In the areas owned by the Government, thore hes beon largo-scale deforestati
mainly by tirbor morchonts who moved in and felled tho trees illogally and
got awcy with it, Tho droas whero some forests are still loft alrl'a a@ﬁ of
bounds to thoso 1oss rosourcoful labourors since after £he matitnalistion
ona requires a permit to onter the arco, and the permit is prohibitivaly
costly as for as these lobourers arc concemned. The not remult is d complet
olimination of a mejor form of solf=-crployrient and mzppiemonto.ry snf;rco of

intono for tho agriculturnl labourera in and around our study aroa,.

VI, FEornings of Agricultural Inbour Houscholds

In this sscticn wo shnll exardne the wage rates for difforant form

operationa cnd the enmings of the somplo houscholds.
(a) Whpe ates of Agricultural Labour

.(i) Vs myvez for different operctions for malea and forvtdies were
.collcct;;'d..for onen of thie twe cron scasons under reforonce. Pamt in ki
viz,, in nnddy or wnbudeed rice, is wid.ly provelent, espccinlly.far corteds
operations perfemicd by famle labour, such as trc-.nzplantin;'g , Weoding,
manuring, horvesting mnd threshing which, as mentlonoed earlier, nccownt .-
Tho bulk of .kl labour input in ricc cultivation. The daily wage rato i
'_i;ind ran;od frem 6 to 7 'odangazids! of paddy for male workera and 5 4o &

Vpdongrolid in o cose of fomalo workers during tho Mundakan and [ min
seasent,  Ond tedangazhi'! of ;Jnddy would como.te 0,725 ki_logm'iﬁ- . II



Cash woges, on the other hand, wae in the mnge of .6 to Rs.6% por day
for males and k.4 to i5,5 nor doy for fomles, It my be mentioncd that rt
tho going price, viz., [7.1.3 per 'edongazhd! during Hundalon end 1:,1.2 dutine

'y
rmm

Punja, recoipt of wiges in kind was nore advantageous to the workors., T
average wege rates for different fern operations during the two seasona ore
given in Tablc 13,

Table 13: AVERAGE WAGE "UATE FOL DIPTEAENT FATM OPEUTICNS
(M per day)

Mundakan . Bmja
fparaslons ihlc Fornlo Mle  TFemle
1 Floughing 7.86 . 7.4 iy
2 Proparation of ficld 6.45 6.9 6,00 6.55
3 Hopnir of bunds B ; ¥ 6.67 -
L Sowing 6.50 £.80 - o
5 Tronsplenting e 6.53 - 6.38
6 Wooding 6.00. 5.84 4,00 5,81
7 Mnuring (.03 6.69 6.36 6,2
8 Applying posticides &.12 .. 6.18 -
9. Winnowing - 7.01 - 6.81
10 Other fara operm- K
tions 3,21 6.78 7.89 . 6,41
Non-farn work .74 5,08 6.86‘ 5.59

In arriving ot tho ~verige wage mmité, the noney valuc of wogo in
tind was estimated nt b e of 1:,71.3 and B, 1,2 per odangazhi for !'ﬁmc'inhh
nd Punjn respeetively. Theos arce tho prices in the local market és ropo:” od
pytoour Tnvestigators,  If one asswies thnt the worﬁ-:-:rs consww all tho s
Ly receive on wege, one should pply the reteil price; if, on tho other
dands it ié asaun.d that thoy sell & part of it for ensh, the prica

coalised could be lower, “hic mmrjin of diffoerence deponding _on;;bg-‘i{héfr' 5
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sell and wnder what conditions. Noodless to say, if omo inputes a 8iffe: .
pﬁcc, ono will got o differont wage mto, We, howaver, tako_fha inputed
valuo s e rough approximation oxﬂgr
By and largp, tho dverage wage mtos of female workera arc gaan
“to be slightly lower than that of mlcs. ﬁauwor, it scems that tHo dirn-
p;'LI'i.'hy is wider when we compere tho monoy wage ratos of ralo and f&lniilc
l1abourcr ‘hhiz.rl. thot of the avernge wage which includes the inpu'bcd'vbfluc af

; ‘wagos in kind,

(ii) Yo shall next excrmine the average wago ratos of__-;pgtrmz,l_mt
and cdsm.l_ workers, The avorage woge mtaes for permanent and caswmml wo:™
qionoy wagos and kind wages conbincd, for different oporntions arc prescy.

in Table 14.

‘fable 1/: AVERAGE W.GE RATES OF PRMANENT 0D CASUAL msomm'ts
. IN DIFFERTHT FAMM OPHATIONS

(Two Sonsons combined: Pr, pov day )

T _ Far wnont Inbour Caswal Iobour

e Yolo _ Ferelo _ _ balo  Fomale
1 Floughing - 7,76 .. 7.43
2 Proporoticn of ficld 6,45 6.74 6.00 6.88
3 Iepair of bunds 7.6 g 6.80 i
4 Sowing 6.50  6.00 . 5,20
5 Transplanting . 6.68 “ 6.25
6 Weeding ' W 5.82 6.00 .82
7 thouring 6.57  6.57 6.51 6426
& Applying posticides 6.37 .. 5.90 ‘“
9+ Yimowing - 6.68 6,45
10 Othor fam opermtions 7.85 - 6,53 7,72 | 6,66

* Non-farm worlk . 6.51 6,11 6.93 5.23




The wago mtes for pervnent Jabourcrs in nost of tho farn
' @pemtions are scon to be lighor than thoso of casual ]nhourar.a;. This is
true for moles o5 well ~2 o lee helongine to the two eatogorios of
labour. Generally, wnd.r the provniling sswloymiont situntion, tho bar-
zaining position of eisw.l 1-beurers is rclatively werker. But on the
sther hand, since pe ot labowrars hove or: “nye of onploynont on the
sarns of tho houschiolds o w'ich ‘hey are *nttached", nnd in vi.:w of scn.
past bonds they could rincoivably be hired sn lower wngos, Howevor, our
date ghow thut the purmanai:t lobourers in our sarplo wore ablo to got i-'iwor
wagos. Lot us, cny how, exiurdne the eash 'mae rates of thu two catugeriea
aof lanbour,

Tablc 15: CASH WAGES OF PERMANENT .2D C..SULL L.BOUR IN Gﬁ!’rﬁ‘ﬂﬂi

[..2. OPEL.TIONS
(is.per day)

PO LL3A'T LBOUd CA3ULL LABOUR
Mandalar — — Tunja {undalcyn ; Punja

nle Ferrle lu Fomle inle  Tfomle Mile  Fomale

Plﬁ‘l.lglﬁ.ng;-__- 6.33 .. 5.05 ‘ L ] {).60 L] ‘ - 6.33 ' e

Preopamtion

of ficld 6.00 5.0 6.0C v B0 * 4 o6 : s
l:&pgir . 6.00 e 6.0 s B850 ., 6.7 '
Sowing 6.50 5.00 .. v . .
Transplonting .. 5.0C - 5.00 .. 5:00 ° i7" f g
Wooding - i BT e £,00 4,00  4.00 6.00  4.00
Hanuring 5,15 - 6.a7 5.00 6./0 yi 6.28 "o
~pPlying '

posticides (.07 . e €.y e SRS - 5.93- .o
Jinnowing ‘e .. .e - .o .e - ve
Uthor fam |

-’pcmt'i_ona -r:-Z: e e e 7-00 "N ] 7.&) .e
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On #ho Bade of the forogoing table (Tablo 15) wo canhof-dbsert
catogordenlly that thoro welota eny wage differentinl in favelr of por-
"aanmt. workers, The p::wture is rathor nixed. Presumbly, tl;o-'pqpénnc-izt.
labourers receivo nore paynant of wagos in ]C'L);ld., ..‘.nd thoir irputaticn in
};;bnoy torms may prrtly explein the difforanco in the ostimted average
wago rates of tho twe cotogdrics of labour, This aspect needs.further
probing which wo intend to pursue in tho course of the subsoquont rownds

of the study.

(v) Emines of Auricultural Lopour Households:

(1) As mertioned earlior , wagea of agricultural labour in
Kerala, both in money torms and real terms, have risen in recent timos
_compared to the rest of Indin. During the soventics agricultural wages
in Palghat region heve registersd =3igr1i£icant incronse .. ‘.l'hé current
level of money wages in our stuly srea ave fairly hil-h, as the foragoi: -
tables bsar out. However, the 1 -2l of living of the labour households -
islde-tem:lned by the toial eamingzs of these "wutoholds. The average
earings por worker rrom work in agriculture for permanent and caswml

labourers are swmmerised in Table 16.

Table 16: AVAAGE EAWNTIGS PER WORKLEF FLOM AC TCUINIR UL
LABOT.  (in rupces)

Season Permanent Irbour casmml Iabour

_ Malo Female lale I*‘crélo
Mndakan . 397.21 413,18 285.01°  33R.75.

Punja 404,71 43336 210.37 3502
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It may be recalloed that in the tables glvi.ng wage rates for
different operations, wapes for harvesting and thrcshlng werae not inclu:.ud
aa the payment for these {wo operaticns i3 on the basis of a pa_eca rate,
We have included wages for harvesting and threshin-: slso in our estimatus
of total earnings given in table 16, However, we rust point out certain
limitations of the data on wag=s ror harvesting and threshing, Usually,
ull working members of a licuseliold pool their labour in theéa twin opera*.:ions
and wages, paid on plece rlbe in bterms of a ratio of the threshed p2ddy, nxe
siwilarly given in onc lot., I such cases, it is diffiecult to wmscramble:
the amount of paddy roceivod by individual workers as wages for harvesting
and threshing, From owr suquirty we leammed that, on the average, one pr.rson
would receive upto 1 para, i,c¢, 10 cdangazhis, of paddy per’day for thooo
operations, We have wiformly appliod this rete to the days cngaged in
'hﬁ_wasting and thre osidng for overy worker reporting these actlvitiaa.*
T:me , this may introduce a certein margin of ci'ror,_ though we are not B
surs whother the bias is wward or downward., We should also remind tho
g@lde.r about the clement of arbitrariness involved in bifurcation of the

b

‘Beasons for reasons explained earlior,

In view of the f‘act that i'l.ama.lca-worltars hed moro days of amploymmt.
it 16 but natwal thet their averago carmings excood that of the meld
meﬁbers. Dy the samc token, the aversge carnings from wage amplemcn_‘c-’i':‘.
agricmﬂ.tura arc highcs in the case of permanont workers than ‘blh of tho.

casual). labourers,

_.
on the average a permuencnt worker was engaged in harvesting end

- threshing for about 11 days ouch season, and a casual worker for
about 6 days during each scason,
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(ii) Finally we shall atteupt to estimate the total ecamdirngs
from wa;ge cmployment in farm operatiens in lhic courso of the twe seasons
taken together in order to gain some insight into the lovel of living of
these agricultural I-bour housciolds. The ostimatos of total wage earnincs

from agriculiural cperations are sirmaerised in Table 17.

Table 17: TOTAL WAGE JA:SITHCGS PER HOUSEHOLD
(Iundalen and Punja combined )

Seasons Barnings in . per houschold
Mundalkan 771.91
Punja 807.84
Tatal 157077

The two zeacons Hdven Logsoticr oxlond to a period of over oight
months, Thio yiolda o monthly incoms of about 7s.200 per household., Ar
employment in agriculbure is the mainstay for the vast majority of iethume
in the semple housciiolds (2 out of 112 workors), and the rest are omployol
in low-paid sccwpations ag domastic sorvunts, c:m;boya, ete., wage -arni
from farm operations weuld scecunt for the I1ion's sharo of the inceme of
these familiesa., Asmpring thei tixe guesntin of cmploymont and wage level
during the Virippu zocnsor wondd ba prooertionsl, dhe annuval wvage eermdl 3
from agricul aral cxmleyment in the sompls households would work ouni te
I5. 2400 or so. ddven tho size of Lhe cample fanilios at about 5, their ...
cap:i.fa ineome durinr 1975-75 woul® cor: 1o '..430 cr say 13,500, Incidembtall
the per capita income of Kemli for 1¢73-74, the letest yoar for which 2o

matos arc availalle, is astimsated at ,775 at ewrrent prices.



Of course, owr catiratlos of the income of thuso houscholds is an
under-ostimate to lhe webont that their wage oamings from non-farm work
or self-cmployment in 2 Cur caz:s "*ve not been included hore. However,
the rclative positior @wrcdins fron the above comparison should not changc
congidembly on cccoumnt of thiz emission, gince between 1973=7L and 1975-70,
~ho State incou: pei capice would lsive Tisem to nt loast a corresponding

sxtent.

- -nd Concluzion

Palghat lu.& « wvery Ligh density of agriculiuwial labour per wmit
3T eroppad o va, /. rroad niopcriion of bhe axriculturzl labousrs belons *ic

scheduled cagwee wnd acnod ot riles, Yudme ond otlwr brelwand commmiui:se,

Mo vast mjority o fhe o illdternto,  Depe bhan fntf of them are fenalos,
ey are lundlicon, wtes st i theiy hoacstoads covsring 5 to 10 conta., In

nrief, the agriculbuzal Libweur.oo nre a Socially, ceonordcally and educationall

nackward growy, Iowevor, tiwns ro Tairly cll orgunised under trade unions,

Woge rates of agriew tmral labour her:s have reglsbered a significant
increase in roc mi ycars, Urads Lo lhe orgapised afforte of the wé;kora., i
While wages have imprevid, ‘he omployment sitvation has preoewmbly dotoriorats
Mombers in our scmpl. housulield could not find work for even one-half tue
total number of days over tiic iwo ~rop zoasona coverwl in the present study.
‘ansequently, though tho wape mies arc fairly high, tolal ean*ings; of thebe
nouseholds aze comparatdively low. hus, th: .average earnings per por'son
in the sample fuuilics < 1°75-76 would work out fo a little over one half’

i the “tate incone per capite during that yoor.



There is an agoarent - ndox in the cocxistence of high wages and
high lavels of wmermloymant, Inspite of eondidoruble open wemplayment,
trade wnione not only nresent wares from falling, but even agitate for,
and ofton succood in getting, a rise in wages i‘:;on timo to time. Is not
such a stratogy detrinental to the intercsts of the workers? The anawer
would bo positiv: if a wage cub would lead to e significant inerease in thr
volume of cmployment, But the fact of the matter is that in the eaxisting
fﬁmcumrk, tho total ovanrsun of employmunt ia moro or less inelastic with
rospect t.o wage mt:, Gonerntion of additionnl nnd newer saploymemt oppor-
tunities donends on xojenous factors. Thuu, ii is all a quostion of shari
o constont amount of verdk by an incroaasine n.tr‘.bor of workers, Under a situ
tion where cvery ono's siarc of work is shrinking, is it an irmtigqnal stm-
togy o try to copoimte this by an incroago in tio iasa rate? Mdst probel
the averagp caminss per family vould have bean lower than what thay arc buw

for the cushion provided Ly ldflici wage mates.

Contre for Dovalopaent Stulics,
August 31, 1976,



APPETDTX
Tﬁbil.c 1: RELATIVE SIZE OF .LGTUCULTUNAL LAROURERS, 1971

Agricultural Inbo- Arriculturnl Inbo- Ratos of fgr-
States urera as por cont urers as per cent  oulturml Ik
of total workers of workers umder urers to Cull
' industrial eatogo- vators
rigs I .- I0T

thle Femnlc .Persons Porsons

fndhra Prndesh 27.73 G3.08 51,67 1.18
Asann : 10.00 5.36 12,44 .16
Bihar 33.29  73.61 46.76 0.5¢
C?ujﬂ-z‘::t 165 4L.35 33.26 .52
Harynmn 1578 25,96 Rl 33 i3
Jartm & Kaghedr 3.12 1.93 L.27 .05
Kornla 25,10 29,04 55.31 1.72
Medhyn Predosh 15.33 4870 32.75 0.50
lMahoirshtrm 25,21 51,55 L1 C.82
Mysore 21,17 49,01 37.69 C.67
Orioss 25.30  ZR.5% 35.54 C.58
Punjat 20,20 1N,92 31,60 0.47
Rajusthan 7.63 20,80 12,12 0.14
Tandi]. Iodu 215 54,39 L7.26 0,97
Uttar Prodesh 17,15 4448 25.58 0435
West Bengal 35,00 44.50 A3.11 oLa3

i1l Imdin S1.206  SnuAL prul 4 0,61

— -———

Corputod frony Congus 1071, Inddn, Thion Concus dbstrnet,



APPEIDIX

Toble 2: MAN-IAND RATTO: RATIO OF ..GRIOULTURAL-LABOUMERS:
‘ TO CROPPED ;REA (1970-71)

— —— e -

State arser off wrriculiural Icbourars Per
taet' .o hior

coree:ls A1 foodgreins 411 Principnl
R crops

1, dndhra Prndesh D.84CC 0.7199 0,53
2 Assap 0.2022 C.1941 0.16
3 Bilny G.0736 0.6869 .62
L GCujort 0.6 0.3701 0.21
5 Hervona 0.1551 G.1119 0.09
6 Himchnl Pradesh  0.0771 (.0650 0.06

7 Jamw & fashir  0.0576 G.0541 0.05
& Kernla 2.15:2 2.060% 0,82

9 lodnye Pledech 0,222 0.2410 0.21
10 Mhershbn L1 04174 0.29

11 Hanipur R 0.0%937 0.09
12 lazhnlagm 0,3727 0,357 C.25

13 hysore Cuhdis 0.3781 0.27
1 Hagelnd 0627 0.6627 0,058
15 lb:,:_j.ss*t 0:3925 0.3351 0.30
16 Punjb 0.2230 0.2003 0.16
17 Tajnsthon C.080¢ C.0582 0,05
1€~ Tardl Nadu 5,9524 0.8641 0.62
19 Trinum S 0.2772 0,27
20 UWior Prodesh G345, 0.2778" 0.20
1 Woet ungil U s ¥ 0.5348 0.L7

A1 Ingic G40 0.3820 0.30

20b3
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