
ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS OF THE RETURN FLOW 
OF IMMIGRANTS FROM THE MIDDLE EAST: A 

PRELIMINARY STUDY 

Munawar Iqbal 
& 

M. Fahim Khan 

November 1981 

PAKISTAN INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS 
POST BOX NO. 1091, ISLAMABAD 

(Pakistan) 



Both Dr. Munawar Iqbal and Dr. M. Fahim Khan are Associate 
Professors in the School of Economics of the Islamic University, 
Islamabad (Pakistan). Dr. Munawar Iqbal is also concurrently a 
Research Associate at the Pakistan Institute of Development 
Economics, The authors are grateful to Professor Syed Nawab 
Haider Naqvi, the Director of the PIDE, for his patronage and to 
Dr, N. A. Baloch, the Vice-chancellor of the Islamic University, 
for permitting them to undertake this research. The authors are 
also thankful to Mr. Tariq Raza for assistance with computer work 
for this study, to Mr. Syed Hamid Hassan Naqavi, for technical 
editing, and to Rana Mukhtar and Mr. Mahboob for competent 
typing work. 



List of Contents 



List of Tables 

(ii) 







3 

These data are provisional pending some weighting adjustments and other 

refinements which are under way. The tentative nature of the results 

arrived at in this note should, therefore, be kept in mind and the neces-

sary adjustments should be incorporated in a follow-up study. 
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It is evident from the data given in Table 9 that even if the 

returnees spend their entire income from domestic jobs on consumption, the 

level of consumption of their families will be about 50-60 percent of 

their previous levels in most of the cases. The unskilled workers will be 

even worse while the professionals will be slightly better off. 

Failure to earn an income that is enough to maintain their 

standard of living is likely to be quite frustrating. This may also be 

one of the reasons for their unemployment on their return as they will be 

looking for better emoluments. 







25 



26 



27 

vii) Streamlining of customs procedure is also a demand of the 
returning migrants so that they do not face difficulties in 
importing equipment for initiating business or small-scale 
industrial ventures. 
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