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INTRODUCTION 

The impact of international migration on a country may be assessed 

by analysing costs and benefits accruing to various groups of the popula-

tion. Obviously private rate of return to out-migration are positive 

because otherwise migration would not have taken place3 but that does not 

necessarily imply that social rate of return is always positive. It 

follows then, that the cost-benefit analysis without taking into 

consideration externalities of the migration will not only be incomplete 

but also quite misleading. It may be noted that while an increase in the 

incomes of emigrants tenus to increase their welfare, there are certain 

factors such as neglect of children's education, excessive work load, 

frustration of the left behind and the corruption which tends to decrease 

the welfare. On balance the result may not necessarily be a positive 

social rate of return. However, it is very difficult to quantify these 

externalities and as such one cannot assess exactly the benefits and 

costs. In the present paper we shall identify these effects and quantify 

them to the extent possible. 

The analysis presented in this study is confined to one small 

village in tehsil Gujar Khan which has experienced an excessive out-

migration. Though the results reported here may not be fully representa-

tive of Pakistan because social norms differ from one region to the other„ 

yet we feel that even the'results of one village throw sufficient light 

for reducing our ignorance about the social effects of out-migration. We 

also hope that it would also stimulate further research in this field. 

There are three sections in the paper. Section-I describes the 

sample and gives the distribution of population into emigrant non-emigrant 
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Table 5 

Job Preference for Children 
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However» the main source of medical treatment as shown in table 6 has 

been the private doctors in Gujar Khan. 

Table 6 

Source of Medical Treatment 



Knowledge of and Attitude Towards Family Planning 
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Table 10 -16-

Should Special Diet be given to Mother and 
Children ? 

Emigrant Households (a) 



Table 11 

Special diet is given to mothers and children 
Emigrant Households (a) 
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APPENDIX TABLE 1 

Investments 



Appendix Table 2 

Monthly per capita (adult male equivalent) consumption by 
Different Family Sizes 
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