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John E. Anderson
U.E.A. Socisal Science
Conference, December,1966

PRIMN.RY SCHOOL LEAVERS Ili RURAL ARsAS

An enquiry into the occupations and activities of male primary school
leavers in the Kikuyu and Tetu locations cf Central Frovince Kenya.

One of the most perplexing features of the developing nations is
the rural primary school leaver. He has become a paradox of great
interest and speculation. Briefly, it appears that while uis years of
formal education may prepare him tc be more useful in the essential
nation building roles of small scale farming and rural development,
they also whet his appetite for secondary education and wage employuient
in the modern urban sector, so scarce in the early stages of development.

Exacerbated by population growth and the falling school age,
yearly vaves of young primary school leavers apparantly meet frustration
as they search to fulfil their early hopes, but little is known of how
they actually occupy their time. This paper attempts to look at the
experiences of two very small groups in the Central Frovince cf Kenya.

In Kenya in 1965 with approximately >uwm of the requisite age
group receiving primary schooling, 150,048 pupils, enrclled in St.7
and the remaining St.s classes, left schocl. So far only very genersl
egstimates have been made of the destinations of ,1imury school leavers.
The Education Commission Report made a rough calculation of the
distribution of the 19C4 school leavers and a C.C.K. working party
followed, this by atterjting a more detailed assessment of the 1965
output. The activities of these primary school leavers formed an
important part of the work of the recent Kericho Conference and the
enquiries described in this paper were undertaken to provide background
material for this conference. Time did not permit a widespread invest-
igation but it was felt that a small case study  would be useful in
giving detail to the general assessments which had been wmade. The
enquiries which this psper describes attempted to trace two small groups
of primary school leavers, to look at the type of occupations they have
eventually underteken znd to enquire more clesely into the lives of
those who fiad remained at home without the hoped for secondary education
or wage employment. While the results cannot be considered nationally
representative, it is beleived that they offer details and iunsighte about
the lives of young people living in the rural areasz described.

METHODOLOGY

‘he areas which were selected were the Kikuyu area of Kiambu
district, and the Tetu location of Nyeri district. hilst it was
appreciated that they offered different rural settings the reason for
their selection was that the writer had personal contacts in these places
and some knowledge of local conditions. Different experiments were

tried and in each case the primary school was used as the basis for
analysis.

1. A written questionnaire was given to the Standard 7 class of
thiree primar{ schools irn each area. The questionnaire was designed
to question the pupils about employment aspgirations, their knowledge
of the educational and emplcyment structure of the country and the type

of help they lccked for when they left school in order to give a back-
ground for the later work.

"+ Ministry of Educatior Annual Sumcery 196> p. 21.

§£a+§ep$§t of the Kenyg Edu?apion Comm%ssion and 'ifter School

wnat', the report of the CCY./CCEA working party

3. The schools used were:

Kikuyu - Thogoto Primary School
Thirire Primary Schrool
tzai-a-hii Primary School

Tetu - Giathakwa Frimary Schocl
Wandurbi Primary School
Kiriti Frimary GSchool



The questionnaire was first pilot tested in January 1966 at two schools
in the Kiambaa district of Kiambu and a revised version was then given to
three primary schools in each of the selectad areas. The questio?s were
in English but a Kikuyu spesking supervisor was present to help with
difficulties. The results of these questionnaires have been tabulated
and used but they should be treated with caution. Primary school
children have great difficulty in expressing their views correctly in
English. There are tendencies to give guick answers, to try tc please,
to copy frcm neighbours, to miss items out and so on. Nevertheless, as
general guide-lines, such questionnaires did provide useful infermation
about the hopes and beliefs of pupils about to leave school.

2. L second experiment was to try and trace a group of Priwary
school leavers for a given year, in this case 1964. The method used was
first to question the hezdmaster and teacuers at the school, and then to
question the pupils of Standards 6 & 7 and to compare results. Xach
boy's name was mentioned and all the various responses recorded. In the
great majority of cases it soon became clear who really knew what had
happened to the boy in question. A pilot-test was carried out in
Kiambaa and then s very careful study in Tetu during which a local
investigator went to each boy's home to check infor-aktion if there were
any doubts. This may seem a very rough and ready metiiod but I beleive
it was remarkably accurate.’ During this enquiry the investigator, a
local tcacher, visited the home of every school leaver who was residing
there and intervie..ed the leaver and his parents. He also visited the
schools and talked to the headmaster and teaciers about school ro¢cords,

A similar enquiry was tried with 1964 leavers from Thogoto
School at kikuyu. As many as possible of the leavers were traced and a
special tea party was crganised to which all the male leavers from the
school still living at home without employment or secondary education wer
invited in order to be interviewed. It was intended to use this techniq
as no permanent interviewer could be employed in the Kikuyu area. In fac
no further schools were investigated in this way, but during the course
of the discussions with the leavers from Thogoto school the two inter-
viewers, Mr. Job watene, a temporary teacher at the Alliance High School
and myself, were asked to start a class for local schcol leavers. After
the necessary negotiations a class was started in March 1966, although
it was stressed from the beginning that the class would have a "club"
atmosphere, that thiere would be no attempt to work for exawinations and
that academic subjects would only be taught because of tiheir usefulness
or interest. English and Arithmetic have been given a commercial slant
and subjects like simple Economics and Current Affairs hazave been included
and are very popular. This "club" was first operated at Thogoto Primary
School but has now been transferred to the Institute of Adult Studies,
and teachers from the Alliance Boy's High School and the Institute are
giving classes. The attendance at the club has varied and changes in
membership have occured, but a hard core hes remained and althoush this
changes as older members find employment or move away, the club has
gradually grown. Two girls have now found their way in.

This venture has provided a very useful contact with a group
of Primary school leavers and one of the rules of the club nas been that
each student should k2¢p a diary which has been marked eacl week.
has kept the students writing in English, has provided a basis for
English corrective exercises, and of course has provided some very
useful insights intc the activities of you g men in the Kikuyu area.
It is from tlhese diaries and general conversations with club memcers

that the descripticn of teenage life in the Kikuyu area has been built
up.

This



WHAT DO. PUFILS Li~VIKG SCHOCL ZXAPECT? 3

It is _.enerally assurmed that approximately two thirds of Primary
school pupils are boys a.d one third are girls and that the important
age-period is 7 - 13. However areas differ. 1In some areas, Nyeri and
Kiambu included, nearly all the children geo to Primary school and there
ia a relatively young school population; in others a much smaller
percentage go to school and there is an older primary school population.
The ages of the pupils in the Standard 7s' questioned ranged from 11-19
for both boys and girls and were mostly clustered between 13 and 16.

One of the significant features of this age level in Standard 7
is the paradox of opportunities for leavers. The younger pupils are
much more acceptable to secondary school principals but are too small
for paid employment, whilst the reverse is true for the older pupils.
As the school entry age falls so the 'gap'" between leav%ng primary
school and being old enough to find employment widens.

This section of the paper considers the primary school pupil
about to leave school. It is recognised that the '"unschooled!" are
just as great a consideration but they have not been taken into account
in this paper Dbecause in the areas studied they do not form a large
group. The emphasis in this account is given to boys rather than girls
because the thinning which gave rise to this study assumed that boys
posed a more urgent employment problem. Girls however are considered
at various points and it has become clear that in terms of aspirations
the girl school leaver 1is every bit as hopeful and determined as her
male counterpart.,

The aspirations of the pupils about to leave primary school have
been the focus of much interest and,a number of detailed studies have
been made recently in East Africa. ~ Only a brief look is taken here
and it is focused mainly on the knowledge of the school leaver about
the job market he is going into and the degree of realism with which he
prepares for his probable lot.

The pupils ranked seven of the major alternatives which face
them after leaving school as follows:

1. Government aided secondary school

2. Training Couses, (e.g. E.A.R. & H., E.A.P. & L., Police, etc),

3. Government Trade Schools

Private Secondary School (Girls marked employment aS highly
Harambee Secondary School as this type of secondary education)

6. Employment

7. Work at home on tather's land.
The question was badly phrased in that the obvious first choice was put
at No. 1 and the least popular at No.7 but even so the results clearly
confirmed the overriding popularity of the government secondary school
and the unpopularity of work at home. The intermediate rankings were
much less clear cut but in general education was preferred to direct
employment, underlining the assumption that some form of education or
training offers access to better jobs. However, both boys and girls
seem to prefer the prospect of governmwent training couses and govern-
ment technical and trade schcols to private secondary schools or
harambee schools, suggesting that a safe 'blue collar' training is
preferable to a doubtful 'white' one. This was confirmed in inter-
views. In many cases girls preferred direct employment to less secure
educational possibilities.

1. The concept of the ''gap'" and its com lications is
explained in the Report of the CCK/CCEA Working Party
"After School What?"

2. See D. Koff 'Education and Employment Ferspectives

of Kenya Primary Pupils'

J.B. Heijnen 'Results of a Job Preferernce Test'(Standard 8
pupils, Mwanza, Tanzania)

Both these are Kericho Conference Papers.




A second question, somewhat more projective in approach, asked pupils
to chooses the best of four possibilities and to give their reasouns.
The results cre given b=low:

Boys Xikuyu Tetu Total
¥ “ho Thi W K G

1. Harambee School32 25 20 ¢ 21 9 7 237 114

2. Get a job 7 15 7 29 24 22 9 55 84

2, Lanc. on Settle- 7 6 3 16 7 19 6 32 48
men* scheme

4, Work on father's1 0 o 1 o 3 2 5 6

farn

TOTAL Lo 20 123 52 53 2 129 252

Girls M Tho Thi W K G Total

1. Get a job 9 17 7 33 19 24 6 82

2. Harambee Scho>116 15 14 8 6 10 2 69

%. Land on settle-3 5 211 o 6 2 8 19

ment scheme

L. work on father's
farm 3 0 o 3 17 0 2 3 6

TOTAL 21 37 24k 92 28 36 20 82 176

They confirm the interest in secondary education but offer an inter-
esting comparison with the desire for employment. Overall, girls
preferred emplcymeat to Harambee school education, one of the reasons
being that they felt that fathers were less likely to pay fees for them.
But there was a’sc a significant difference between the two areas,
employment being more popular in Tetu with both boys and girls than
Harambee school education. This is difficult to understand, but it
seems to lie in the greater sophistication in the Kikuyu area, where
so many people are employed in Nairobi. Boys particularly are more
aware of the difficulties of getting a job and the need for some form
of further education, no matter how doubtful, in order to improve job
prospects. Pupils ia Tetu, less aware of these difficulties, are
apparantly still seeing Harambee school education as an alternative

to immediate employment, whilst in Kikuyu boys are more likely to
regard it as a pre-requisite. It must also be mentioned that Harambee
schools in the Kikuyv area are generally more developed, better equipped
and staffed than thos: in Tetu. The reasons given for choices, showed
a remarkable degree of realism. While Harambee education was still
selected because "I want to get more education to become an important
man'', many pupils rejected it because of the cost or preferred
erployment tz2cause o the need to give immediate help in the fawily.
One boy illustrated the dilemmas "Because we have no farm I want to
get a job, because my father like me to get the job. He can not get
the money (for fees) because harambee secondary schocl is not good."
The interest in land or a settlement scheme, whilst not great, at
least pointe to some recognition of ~<he need to rely on agriculture
and a latent interest in farming. Tie nineteen boys from Kiriti school
emphasised the :uportear :¢ of land the basic need for food, and more
specifically ''because 1 can grow cash crops', and i‘because I want to
be a farmer.' The boys and girls choosing to work at home were
perhaps a surprise but tend to confirm the interest in farming where
it is profitable. The cne boy in the Kikuyu area comes from a

family runninz a marke: garden. Three of the boys in Tetu come from
families with farms growing cash crops and two of them mention the
returns these crops bring. One boy wanted to work with his father

and the sixth partly misunderstood the question, assuming that he
would be given land. The three girls from Kikuyu had fathers with
large farms (50, 17, 8 acres) and the three girls in Tetu all came
from farms growing cash crops.
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The job preference question asked: "If you cannot go io &
secondary school what type of job available to primary school leavers
would you most like te do?" and "Why do you think you will like this
job?" A table of the selections follows:

BOYS

KIxCYT TETU

Mechanic/Engineer 30 Teacher 37
Teacher 18 Police 15
Farmer 18 Driver
Clerk 15 Mechanic/Engineer 14
Driver 9 clerk/typing
Railway (EAR & H) 5 EALR & H 8
Musician L BAP & L 5
Navy 3 Shopkeeper/Trader 5
Agriculture Instructor 2 Army L
Dresser 2 Dresser 3
Traffic Warden 2 Agriculture 3
EAP & L /Electrician 2 Veterinary 3
Salesman 1 Post Cffice 1
Artist 1 Book Keeping 1
Office Boy 1 Surveying 1
Bus Driver 1 Navy 1
Electrician 1 Carpenter 1
Tailor 1
Police 1
Mason 1
Plumber 1
Priest 1
Businessman 1
Manager 1
GIRLS

KIKUYU TETU
Nursing Nursing 38
Teaching 25 Teaching 36
Clerk/Typist 10 Clerk/Typist 13
Farming Police 1
Tailor 3 Trader 1
Nursery 1 Agriculture 1
Musician 1

In asking open ended questions it was hoped than an insight
into pwpils' knowledge of the job market as well as his preferences
would be shown. The rasults shown in the table must be treated with
caution as copying obviously took place and the interprectation of
obscure choices was necessary. It is clear that girls are just as
job-oriented as the boys, though the range of choice is less. In
general the most popular choices for bcys were teacher, mechanic/engineer,
clerk and driver. The main reason for the popularity of these choices
seems to be that they are occupations which do not iavolve heavy
physical labour and c.n be obtained without further education. The
popularity of mechanic/engineer is very interesting for it is only
recently that Africazns have been able to apprentice thenselves tc this
trade and opportunities are still limited. Nevertheless boys seem to

realise the value of mechanic's skill and tihe ability to harndle his
tools clearly has prestige.

The reasons given for clioosing jots trovided sore interec
insights into pupils' thinking but showed an unfortunate l.ck of
understanding about the training nscessary for jobs and procedure for
obtaining them. 1Ir a very large number of cases a regular salary is
the first and foremost consideration and trhe reasorn given for selecting
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all types of jobs. A second common reason is to help people, children
or the government, and a third was the opportunity for further study.
Turning to more specific reasons:

(a) Teacher

"It is because I am going to be employed quickly."
"I shall be given further training."

Ain untrained teacher's post is clearly much sought after for
these reasons: Teaching also offers security and is not considered
hard work.

"I can do it even when I am old."
"It is not very hard." "It is an easy job."
This sentiment was repeated several times for the most popular

jobs - "hard work" is clearly seen as monotonous or strenuous physical
labour.

(b) Mechanic/Engineer
Several boys wished to be engineers beczuse of the high pay, but

they werbd hazy about the details. '"Engineer'" and "mechanic" in many
cases meant in reality motor mechanic.

"I would like to be an engineer...... to be one who
can tell the noise of a car then say what is wrong
with it."

"] like this job because it is not hard to be trained."
"Even those who ae not educated can do it."
Yet a mechanic's job clearly has prestige and interest:

"I 1like this job lecause if I know about it I will
be able to make sunething important."

(c) Clerk

Clerking is popular but not induly so and it is interesting
that other more specialised '"'white collar'" jobs are identified:

typist, office boy, "Office master' and book keeper, although ironically
one of the commonest reasons for cloosing these types of jobs is

because it was felt that they did 10t require further education beyond
the skill of typing:

"It is work I cando with my little education.”

(d) Farming, Agricultire, Veterinary

Surprisingly farming was muth more popular in Kikuyu than in
?etg, possibly because the pupils «f Kikuyu realise how much harder
it is to get other forwms of employient znd because land is so scarce
they value farming more greatly. 'he difficulties of land shortage
were mentioned frequently and th¢ nied to "get money by farming."
Others show a rural sentiment: M"Miny Africans are farmers.", "Because
I know farming." One does not get the impression that there is a
gereral dislike of farming, only pwrhaps a dislike of the hard paysical
labour involved.. Beyond tiis, a litent interest in farming shows
through, although it is only stron; where good cash returns are
being made.
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The straggling distribution of the less popular choices shows

up the uneven krnowledge of the job market. Often such jobs were chosen
because of a relative's influence. One girl in the pre-test gave a clue
by selecting the East African Railways because "My sister w?rks there
and she can employ me." Girls teuded to give more altruistic reasons
for their selection of nursing and teaching and also mentiorned such
comments as:

r
jo8

"I like lcoking after little children."

The income provided was iwportant and so was the status. o
Nursging was seen as a job in which "You don't get free time but it is

a good job." It alsc had value in that "I can learn hygiene and help
my family.”

A final question asked for the leavers' views of their prospects:

"Now think carefully. It is difficult to get a place
in a secondary school or to get a job. What do you

think you will be doing one year after you leave
school?"

This question is clearly loaded because of the attempt to get
the children to think at the right level. In Kikuyu 50% of the boys
and 58% of the girls and in Tetu 86% of the boys and 95% of the girls
gave answers such as "heloping my parents", "farming at home'", or
"looking after cattle', alth.ugh many also contained provisos about
"studying at home" and "doing corrcspondance." Few of the pupils gave
definite answers about lookingz for work; very few thought they would
have a job. Some, mainly in Ilikuyu, mentioned the possibilities of
repealting and the necd to study at home because''my father has no land."
Cne boy outlined his programme:

"I will first be Lorrowing books from friends who
are a clsss .head and then I will be studying hard
and during ty resting time I will be helping my
parents with auy work at home."

In summing up expectationc it is apparent that school leavers
do have a fairly realistic attitude to the lives they are likely to
lead after school, albeit a disappointed one. There is the full
realisation that education leads to a better job and must be sought
either in or out of school. All types of jobs are eagerly sought
though a weather eye is kept for educational/promotional opportunities
involved. 1In respect of agriculture, there is an ambivalent attitude;
an underlying respect for land and farwing skill lingers in many young
people and can be aroused (witness the 4K clubs) but unless agricult-
ure can demonstrate powers to provide more than a subsistence living
it cannot compete with regular income jobs and in areas where families

are large and land is over-committed or unavailable, it is a non-
starter.

WHERE DO SCHOOL LEAVERS GO?

In its assessment for 1964 the Kenya Education Commission
caleculated that of the 103, 400 schocl leavers 11.5% went to
secondary scnool, 2.5% found some form of training course, and 19.5%
entered wege employment, leavirng 65.5% with "no prospect of wage
earning employment or furtner education."

Since 1964 changes huve t2'..n place.
~ o s g = 1
anc employers are now increasile using a year cr two's secondary

eaucation as a criterion *o segarate possible candidates from the
great vass of L.F.,E. holders. -

Training course selectors

1. Xenya Education Corwi.sion Report. Vols 1. .p.135

2.

r

fe introduction of the Kenya Juniour Secondary Certificate

almost certainly increase this tendency.
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Teachers Colleges select older candidates who already have some
experience as untrained teachers, the tendency to repeat primary
education is more pronounced and the provision of unaided secondary
schools has increased greatly.
area
A pilot study of two schools in the Kiambaa/of Kiambu, about

15 miles from Nairobi, where market gardening flourishes, showed

that of 119 male school leavers (1964) traced at the end of 1965 7%
were in aided secondary schools. 23% in unaided secondary schools

and 32% were repeating primary school. 4% had found local wage
employment as market attendants or on farms and 5% had found jobs
away from home mainly in Nairobi. 't1/» were living and working at ?ome
and 2% had gone to live with relatives. This figure would probabliy
have been larger if the 8% untraccd could have been found. A final
2% were accounted for in prison and a mental hospital. A full survey

was then carried out from April to June 1966 in the Tetu location
of Nyeri. All 203 male leavers (1964) from four schools were traced.
The table below shows the activities of these boys approximately 16
months after they had left school

1st Attempt at Repeating Total %
KPE in 1964 KPE in19ck
Education
Aided secondary schools
Form 2 (1966) 5 19 2L 12
Form 1 1966 (repeated 11 .5
St. 7 in 1965) 4 h >
Unaided secondary sc..ools
Forms 1 & 2 29 20 Lo 2k
Government & Commercial
Training Courses 0 0
Primary Schools (i.e. A
repeating St.7 in 1966) 26 32 15.5
Wage Employment
Living at home & going
to work 4 3
Living away & going
to work 12 6
NO Wage Employment
Living at home 33 15 48 23.5:
Living away with relatives 15 2 17 8.5
Other
Family moves from the area 2 0 2
Lost contact with home 2 0 2
131 72 2C3 100

1. One boy was repeating St.6.

2. Only one boy amongst those working had completed a training
course. He had become z2 police constable.



Briefly, the destinations of primary school leavers can be
divided up into a few convenient groups:

1.

Secondary Kducation

(1) Government maintained and assisted schools.

(ii) Unaided mission schools - normally older schools
of reasonable standard that have not received
grants in aid.

(iii) Unaided harambee (community self selp) schools,
offering education to Kenya Junior Secondary
Certificate and in some cases to School
Certificate.

(iv) Unaided private schools and commercial colleges -
these are run for profit and usually offer a very
inadequate education aiming at School Certificate.
The commercial colleges vary from those offering
courses up to School Certificate level plus some
book-keeping and a little typing, to those offering
sketchy typing lessons for perhaps an hour a day
for a few weeks.

Of the 203 students in Tetu who left school in
December 1964, there were approximately 42% occupied
in some form of secondary education in May 1966. It
should be noted that some of those going to private
schools or harambee schools (particularly private schools)
tend to drop out, but others remaining at home may
decide to enrol a year later.

Primary Education

In many parts of Kenya there is an understandable
desire for pupils to try to repeat Standard 7 in the
hope of either getting a K.P.E. Certificate or better
grades and consequently a secondary school place. This
matter is largely left in the hands of the Headmaster
although ‘it is understood that Standard 7 places must
not be denied to regular pupils and Standard 7 classes
must not be overcrowded. In fact, repeating goes on
to a very large degree and some children repeat Standard
6 and lower forms in order to better their chances.
Repeating three and four times is not unheard of,
particularly in the case of younger boys who stand a
good chance of eventually getting a secondary school
place. 1 At the beginning of each school year many
primary headmasters are faced with large numbers of
anxious parents but in fairness to them they generally
try to adopt a policy of selecting the better and
younger pupils. It is in their interest to do so, of
course, because much of their work is measured in the
local community by the number of secondary school
places that the school obtains. Of the 203 boys who
took K.P.E. in Tetu in 1964, 3%36% were repeaters and in
1966, 25 boys were still repeating Standard 7, 6 for
at least the second time and one was repeating Standard
6 as he was a very young student.

One Tetu boy was traced who had repeated 3 times

eventually getting a place at a government secondary
school.



Training Courses

Te Government Technical and Trade Schools.

There are at present 7 of these schools which take
in students at the K.P.E. level and offer & year
courses leading to the Government Trade Test

Grade #nd 3 year courses leading to the Grade 2.
Test.

2. Departmental Training Courses.

These include the P3 Teacher Training Courses run
by the Ministry of Education Teacher Training
Colleges and courses run by such orgainisations
as the Police Training School and the Training
Hospitals.

3. The National Youth Service.

This recruits a number of post primary boys in
each district annually.

Voluntary and Commercial Training Schools.

These are training schools run by various private
companies and voluntary agencies e.g. The East
African Power and Lighting Company Training School
and the Christian Industrial Training Centre,,

In general, these courses are very popular and
theae is strong competition for places which are
hard to find. Of the 203 boys leaving school in
1964, only one found such a course. He trained to
be a policeman.

Employment

In both the Kiambaa and Tetu studies 9-10%
of the leavers had found employment and the
majority of these had had to leave home to do so.
Further investigations showed that in most cases
employment had been secured through relatives or
other personal contacts although one or two boys
had simply been lucky.

Living away with relatives

It is understandable that school leavers, hoping
for employment should go to live with relations who
have homes in urban areas, In some cases they go
to act as temporary servants, but often they walk
the streets making up a sizeable proportion of
the urban unemployed, in some cases becoming a
disruptive influence in the life of their urban
relatives. In the Tetu study, 8% of students
were living away with urban relatives without
employment in May 1966.

Living at Home

The lives of those students who remain in the
rural areas (living at home without any regular
fcrm of paid employment or schooling) is the concern
of the last section of this paper. In fact, the
numbers ang the samples taken in these studies is
surprisingly small; in approximately 14% in Xizrbaa and in
Tetu approximately 24%
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cRiMARY SCHC.L LZAVIRo Il RURAL ~REAS: .HAT DO THZY DO?

Very often it is assumed that the teenager living at home is
unemployed, doing nothing, frustrated and a sourse of political
discontent. '"Doing nothing'" is an enhelpful and inaccurate general-
isation used to cover a lack of knowledge. A closer look at these
young people shows that whilst their lives are far from full, they
do engage in a broad range of activities.

Two attempts have been made to look at these activities. The
first has been composed from a review of the diaries of the Thogoto
Young Adults Education Club members and ths events discussed during
interviews and conversations. The second as a record of the interviews
with 47 of the 48 school leavers in Tetu.

KIKUYU

From the outset is must be recognised that in the rural area,
life is lived at a much slower pace than is accepted by city dwellers. .
The very nature ci aa existance where one needs to walk half a mile
for water, a mile to get to one's garden and vhere one needs to spend
a whole day waiting for a ten minute interview with a District Cfficer
or health assistant spells under-employment. Travelling is difficult;
buses to Nairobi are haphazard and one needs to walk to most locale
destinations. Shopping is a time-consuming process. Because money
is so short, very small quantities are purchased, for instance
cigarettes and sweets are sold singly, tea and coffee in 2 oz. pacKets,
and often items are purchased just before they are used. A good
example of the time takea to do things is the process of washing clothes.
Nearly every boy washes his own clothes. He starts by going to the
shop to buy soap, he then returns to his home to collect his clothes,
and walks to the river. It is not normal practice to bring water
to the home for tuis purpose because carrying water is very heavy
work. He washes his clothes and then has to wait for them to dry.
He then returns home and prepares to iron them. He heats charcoal,
puts it in the iron, and finally completes his work. If a lot of
walking is involved this can take a whole day. '"At about a quarter

To one I started washing my clothes, I finished washing them at
almost eight."

Given this gcneral proviso of under-employment, the pattern:
of the young adult's life depends largely on the amount of land
available for family use and the size of the family. Girls are
seldom left without a job to do. Besides working on the land there
are all the household tasks of collecling wood, fetching water,
washing utensils, and of course looking after younger children;
if not their own younger sisters and brothers, the children of
older sisters and brothers. In poorer homes, young adult girls
often go to look for work as house servants at very low rates of pay.

"I went to look for a job to Mr. X. He gave me
work in the house. I werked 'till evening. I
went home to help my mother. I went to take water.
After that I went to see my friend. She told me
that she was sick, but any way after two weeks

she will be alright. Then I went home. I took

my highway book seven, I did maths."

This little passage shows clearly some of the influences
in the life of an eighteen year old girl living with her widowed
mother on a small piece of borrowei land. It is not surprising
that girls react against this type of existance and want to run
away to towns. ©Not far from this girls home, four young women
lave together running a brothel. 7This is of course an exception.
The normal route for escape is seen as education and a job, and
it accounts for the strong employrent aspirations expressed by
the girls ir Standard 7.

One boy proved to be a rcrmanent invalid end was aot interviewed



Though for the majority, the final destination will be an early marriage,
and the unavoidable duties of running = home.

The 1life of the young man is perhaps easier. He is expected
to work on the home farm but, where the farm is small the work is
limited, and is of course affected by the seasons. <VYhen work on the
family garden is fineshed there are a variety of other jobs. In some
cases boys have small pieces of land they can use for themselves and
amoang the diary keepers of the "Thogoto Young Adults Education ClubY
there are several teenagers who keep rabbits and hens. Selling eggs
at 20 cents each in the market is a slow process of mak ing money but
it does mean a steady suprly of pocket money. The main problem is
raising the initial capital to buy the chickens.

Casual labour-especially in the digging and harvesting seasons-
is relatively easy to obtain and if 2 boy needs money badly enough he
will look for it.

The table below was prepared from the pilot interviews with
12 of the 19 Standard 7 School leavers (1964) from Thogoto School
who were known to be living at home without further schooling or
permanent employment

Ne. Age _KPE Acres of No.of Father Worked Obtained Own Agri- choice
Result .
Eamaly Bros. Emplyd at home cas al cultural
last mnth®Tast mnthefforts
1 17  P(R) 0 3 Yes No No Nil Sec Sch.
2 19 F(R) 2 6. Yes VYes Yes Nil Sec Sch,
3 47 F % Yes No No Nil Land
i 18 F 16 3 Yes Yes Yes Nil Sec Sch.
5 19 F 1% 6 Yes Yes Yes Hens Empty
6 20 F 1 2 No Yes Yes Nil Land
7 17 F 1 2 Yes Yes Yes Nil Sec Sch.
& 19 P(R) 0 1 Yes No Partgg%ggng%b as Land
e 18. F 1 L No Yes Yes Nil Sec Sch.
10 20 F 0] 2 Yes No Yes Nil Sec Sch.
11**18 F 1% 5 No Yes Yes Hens Land
12 17 F 1 2 No Yes No Nil Sec Sch.

** Member of the Thogoto Young Farmers Club.

This table sttempts to summarize a number of the ipportant factors
related to the occupations and income of school leavers. It shows the
age and educational level of the leavers, the sources of family income,
the attempts they make themselves to find work, and finally the choice
they would make if offered:

1. A plece in a Secondary School
2. A piece of land on a settlcment schem

3. Regular employment in a factory

In several cases the dependence of the leaver upon his family
and his fatherts income is clearly shown. The lack of land available
in this area is also very clear and the ratio of land to brotrers

ig frightening.






digging. One young man found werk in an uncle's sbop and angther found
employment on a European's farm in Limuru where hls‘father is
labourer., Visits to and from relations are clearly Joyogs occ?s1o§s

in the family life and account for much of the le?sure time. Weddings
followed by the family partics are commented on with gusto.

AGRICULTURE Working in the gerden is accepted as commonpla?e and .
while there is some aversion to the strenuous manual labour involved,
most of the comments are shbout the lack of land.

The presence of the rains during the months when these diaries
vere written had an effect ou the activities mentioned. ﬂost boys
spent several hours a week in the gardens, digging, plant}ng'and
weeding. One boy had the regular task of milking the famlly's cows
and selling the milk, others comrent on their duties of looking after
cattle and sheep. Two boys keep rins of their own and sell eggs two

more have rabbits, and othecs mention selling and buying cattle at the
local market.

Several boys belonped to the '"Thogoto Young Farmers club,"
a self-help scheme run on 20 acr:. of the Presbyterian Church land by
Thomas Haller an Amcrican Agricultural Missionary. 20 boys spenq
three days a week working on the¢ iand and doing classcs on pragtlcal
and theoretical agriculture, They are paid 4/- a week for their wPrk
with the promise of a share of the profits when crops are sold. The

boys show enthusiasm for thcir studies and comment frecly on their
activities at the club.,

"First of all 1 dug the lines of maize three fect
wide from line to line. I dug about twenty lines

of maize. Then I dug another line of potatoes two
feet wide."

Particular interect is shown when visits are arranged. The
Sigona Smallholding Settlement Scheme provoked interest because of
the prospects of the settlers

"The agricultur<l advisor showed us the farms

of the farmers who have improved very much cn thelr
farms in mixed far:sing."

Whilst agriculturel work may not be their ideal, the boys
are clearly aware of its possibilities. During a film show on farming
in England, a very knowledgeable discussion on the merits of the
quantity of milk given by Fresgienc as against the quality given by
Guernseys developed. If land were available one feels that many of
the boys would want to become farmers, would work hard and would
learn more., Several have commented on the lack of suitable
agricultural instruction manuals for their standard of English.
CASUAL VORK  Casual work does not appear to be too hard to find
although most of this work is agricultural and was clearly affected
by the rains during this period. Nearly every boy has been able to

obtain one or two days work a week and sever.l work regularly for
the same man. Jobs include:

Digging gardens, planting maize, mending cattle
kraals,

Helping with house construction, and digging
latrines,

Some boys travelled further ard obtained jovs in bars,
shops, hotels in Dagoretti and Kibera, and a few went occzasionally
to Karen to work in the gardens of larger houses. Local pay varie
from 1/50 cents to 3/50 cents per day rith or without food. The
day normally lasis from 7-30 an. *o 4-3C pm. «ork in bars and sno

1s better paid. One boy received 7/50 cents ver day froz an Asian
shopkeeper in Kibers.



EDUCATION £11 the boys show zn interest in education. They are
fully awgre of the need to pass K.P.E. and if they have failed, would
like to re-sit the examinstion. Bach one is attracted by the poss-
ibility of a secondary scucol yot when questioned tley showed very
little faith in the ability of the local Harambee school to get
students through the Zchool Ccrtificate. In some cases, boys have
started at Private Hizh Schocls in Nairobi but have fallen out
because of lack of fees. It is necessary to recognise that

secondzry education is not only important for what it may lead to but
for the status it offers here =nd now. A Secondary schcol poy, no
matter from what school, hrs a clear and respected role. Less is )
expected of him in the garden, parents are more proud of him arnd girls
are more likely to be attracted by him. O0ld school blazers are very
popular garments, for clothes carry status. 3Boys complain about

having to buy shorts (rather i.an long trousers) because of lack of
money.

Some boys work hard in class and at their diaries, others
do not. They find academic work a strug.le and make little effort.
Most boys claim to study on their own but this varies. One boy who is
very able, pluns a daily timetatbtle and intends to take the Kenya

Junior Secondary Examinations =s a qualification to study for School
Certificate.

"The rest of the day I was studying. First I
did maths fro.. "General Arithmetic for Schools."
Then I 4did a2 tit of Biology. Lastly I read
"Tales frow Shakespeare' by Charles Dickens
(Lamb) until six in the evening."

Others merely menticrncd "I did wy studies.i A number is

enrolled in Correspondence Colleges but submit work infrequently
because of lack of money.

Reading is clearly povular for its own sake and most boys
mention reading.

"I came in at half past seven. I got my book
as usual and read from page 28 to page 32 and
I went to bed because I was tired."

Books which appear to be most popular are stories which
convey excitement. Special mecntion was made of "Chaka the Zulu',
"Xho sa Folk Tales' and books on Kikuyu folk lores. Simply written
thrillers are also very popular, but many boys will try to read any
sort of bock they can get holl of. Newspapers are very scarCc but
are read avidly when they can be procured.

SEARCHING ¥CR EMPLOYEmNT Occasionally boys nake trips into
Nairobi, One bey went to Ramiti I'rison for an interview for the
prison service but was turned down because of his height. Another
was absent from class onc weck because he had been staying with a
friend and visiting the Labour Excahnge in Hairobi. He had spent
several days waiting and finally returned beczuce he '"was hungryV
Sometimes boys write for jobs wlich they see in the East African
Standard but this is not commor Lecause jobs for K.P.E. level are
not often advertised and in ary ¢ se a "grape vine' oxerates so that
once a boy has failed to receive <« reply to his letter the others
know that there is little point in writing.

ENTIRTrLNMERT Entertainmeni includes walxing with or visiting
friends, occa.icnally visitin: a picture show in Dagoretti mariect
or Kikuyu, occasionally pl=yin. the ijuke boxes at these marxet
places ard dancing to thcu. ©lvisionzl football m:tches are watched
and three boys mention playinz in m-tches.




The club football gzmes are enjoyed thoroughly.

During the athletic season, & number of teenagers competéiin
the local district sports and two or three train guite hard &at the
local Teacher Training College wiere facilities are offered to theu.

A large number went to see Kipchoge open a new athletics track at the
r1ocal day secondery school and several Went to see im run in Lizirobi.

A number of the boyc drink loczl beer, one was recently
imprisoned for drunkeness. Several smoke when they can «fford it.
Few boys have radios in their homes and have to go to shops to listen
to them. They comment that r-dios are only fcund in the richer homes!

To a large extent the type of entertainment depends on money.
If one has some, cne spends it on bus journeys, juke boxes, pictures,
sometimes shown at market centres and if not one joins one's friends
at home and all sit and talk. l!any days go by in this manner before
there is another spree.

Often entertainment is as much conditioned by the capacity
to enjoy oneself as to the facilities available. The description below
is taken from a Georaphy essay dezcribing a local village:

"Boys and girls ci Gikambura are not lazy &and
you can always sec them with jembes on their
shoulders but there are some who like always to
kill their days sleeping outside and waiting to
disturt otuers in the Larvesting period,

There are ciubs for old men which are
opencd ¢very day. For young people there is one
hall where thev turn over, some Saturdays and
Sundays for a dance. When they are there they
have fun like kids and nobody cares if the
other's parents are famous or not.

My best friend in that village is a boy
called Geof whose father is a newspaper man,
We stay together all we can and just laugh our
heads off together at the other funny things
that happen. W%e know lots of the same girls
and becys and usually aged between sixteen and
twenty,. Sometimes we go out on dates
together and sometimes alones I have to
admit I love living in Gikambura It is a
wonderful place for a teenager. The only
trouble is th:t its &ll so much fun, its hard
to think of anywhere else for my future
nappiness and thats all."

RELIGION Most boys clzim to be regular church attendcrs and I
have seen several going to church on different Sundays. One or two
are particularly keen, having been affected by one of the local
evangelical "drives" that occur from time to time. Nearly ecvery
boy begins his day: "I got up and said my prayers." Perhaps this
is because the area from which the boys come is very near to what
was once the Central Mission of the P.C.E.A. Church.

This has been a bricf survey of the contents of diaries
and conversations with their writers. It is difficult to assess
how accurate the inforrmation is as one suspects that boys
deliberately try to create favcurable impressions and that there
iz also a tendency to tell "hari luck stories'. Certainly the
sppearance of most of the toys ‘ves not suggest abject poverty.
No attempt has been mmde to =ssess voliticzl attitudes but =ome



generalisations can be suggested. While the boys accept their existence
it is clear that the very nzture of their lives involves the under-
employment of their tal-.-nt and a dampexning of their endeavour.

They accept the problems of their present way of life but each boy is
preoccupied in trying to find his way to a new standard of life which

he knows is possible. There is little overt hostility to any

particular group or person. A few have expressed the view that it is

a government responsibility to find work, but most have some
appreciation of the Governments economic difficulties.

They were very interested in the "little election" and were
divided and vocal in their support. An element of tribalism could be
detected but few took he proposals for free land and free education
at face value. No direct questions were asked, the information was
glcaned solely from ovarhearing conversations. No mention of
political leanings has been offered in any of the diaries.

TETU

Although the tribcl traditions and the pattern of life are
similar to those in the Kikiuyu area, the people of Tetu live in
conditions which differ in certain respects. The population is less
dense, the distance from Nairobi is very much greater and cash farming
is much more advanced. I- is not intended to make close comparisons
between the two areas becnuse of the different character of the

surveys but some of the effects of these differing conditions do show
through.

FAMILY LIFE

Of the forty-seven boys interviewed twenty-nine came from
monogamous families but only four families had more than two wives,
the highest numker being five. The father of this family had the
largest amouht of land, thirty two acres, and also ran a bus and a
shop. Family size was large in nearliy all cases. .Only four had less
than threce brothers, although several of the brothers had moved away
from home and established themselves with farms or businesses of their
own. They were often helping either by finding work, providing money
for correspondence courses, or promising fees for further education.
In two cases where parents were dead the boy was living with a
brother.

The importance of the family to the boys was very clear. Only
one boy had become z serious disturbancé in his family and was not
prepared to do the work required of him. Others hoped that their
fathers would help them by providing fees, or allowing them to have
land of their own. They had frequently been disappointed but this
had not aroused antagonism. In many cases it was clear that the boy
played an important role in the family's prosperity, particularly
where a special efiort was being made with cash crops or grade cattle.
Labour is important and a 17 year old boy is a vital part of the
family's labour force where land is available and the family shows
enterprise. In several cases, where fathers were dead, the boy was
fully occupied, chiring with his mother the responsibilities of
running a farm and educating the younger children. The place of the
boy in the family is vary importznt in defining his responsibilities.
a relatively large number of the boys interviewed were born among the
first three children. Boys born la%ter ir the farily pesumably are
more likely to be helped with employment or further educztion by the
older siblings. 1In two cases boys had been ieft with their mothers
because of some form of fairily break up.



LAND, AGRICULIURE AKD WORK 18.

Much of the farming which a family undertakes depends on the
amount and quality of land available. The following table shows the
distribution of land amongst the immediate families concerned:

Acres Families
0 5
9
-6 12
6-9
9-12 5

However the use of the land differed greatly and clearly depended
on the drive of the senior members of the family. Twenty-five of the
fornilies had planted cash crops (coffee,fea or pyrethrum) and most of the
others with land made morey by selling vegetables locally. Twenty-nine
families had grazde cattle, and most of the others had local cattle and
sheep. Three families had pigs. A rough estimate, based on the number of
days worked during the month previous to the interview, showed that twenty-
four of the boys were more or less fully occupied at home, whilst most of
the others did important part time work on the farm. Only in six cases had
boys undertaken casual labour in the previous month; in five cases farming
and in one case as a builder's labourer in Nyeri; yet casual work was
fairly easy to find. Payment averaged at 2/50cents a day. One boy helped
a brother with his taxi, a second helped a brother who sold charcoal, others
visited brothers and uncles on the nearby Mweiga settlement scheme and
helped with work. The majority of the boys hoped eventually to find work
and said they were constantly on the look out for wage employment, but one
sensed that the degrce of urgency differed, depending on the work to do at
home. Ten had been away to live with relatives and friends in urban centres
in the hope of obtaining employment, but had returned. Twenty-one had
registered with labour exchanges, twenty in Nyeri and one in Nakuru. Two
boys had had jobs in local shops but had lost them when the shops had gone
bankrupt. Only a few boys had taken up work on their own initiative. Two
were members of %K clubs and had projects, with rabbits and one boy had 62
eng, fonon whoody hee was gefdong vl returns.  Several boys had asked for
land to use for themselves but only one had been allowed this. He was
growing and selling vegetables.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Of the forty-seven boys, fi'teen had been repeaters and twenty-three
had passed the K.P.E., eleven havin; repeated to do so. Four boys had K.P.E
with one 'A' or two 'B's'in English and Maths,(Fairly near to the standard
required by an aided secondary scho’l), but no boy had refused a place at an
aided secondary school., Many boys -nitially claimed to be studying at home
but this was checked by the intervi:wer asking to see the books being used.
0f the boys from Wandumbi School, oie with a good K.P.E. (A-,C-,B), was
working regularly and had a good swply of books. He hoped to take the
Kenya English test and eventually C:mbridge School Certificate. Three more
had some books and made limited effirts. The remainder had no books and
admitted that they did not work, sole even said that they had no time.
Others occasionally borrowed primar’ school text books from brothers and
sisters. One boy had lost much of 11" English and could only answer
questions in Kikuyu. In most cases sttempts had been made to repeat.
Two boys had dropped out from a locil harambee school and a third had
returned from a private secondary s:hool in Nairobi because of lack of fees.
One boy had been to extra mural classes in Nyeri. In terms of voOcational
training, one boy had taken a teagr)wers course,two were doing b.T.C.
correspondence courses in radio eng-neering and typing respectively, and
two went to Nyeri to learn tycing from a friend who was a typist aud was
teaching them out of office hours. One boy, whose brother owned a taxi,
was learning how to drive and anoth:r was apprenti®d to his father as a
tailor.

Sducation is still an impor:ant f.uctor in the lives of school
leavers but as they become engaged .n otner activities intercst wanes or
becomes diverted into more practica. forms of training. Only ten of tne
forty-seven questioned chose sccond:iry educ2tion and only tnree could be
said to be making a resl effort witi their own acadcric studies, although
several were learning more practice./vocatiornal skills. By ard large it
was the more able pupils who remain:d interested in studying. The others
soon give up.
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A final question asked these pupils which they would prefer:

a piace in a secondary scheme 10
a job in a factory 23
a plat of land on a settlcmert scheme -

7

(¢

The results as shown a-ainst the choices suggest that whilg; the
glamour of education fades after leaving school wage employment is
still seen to be the major zve.ue to personal security and eventual
independence.

To give a fuller picture of the results of this study and
to show more clearly the relationships between the various factors
in individual lives brief case studies of the 15 leavers from Giathakwa
School are included as a finul part of the paper.

1. 18 Years 0ld. Failed K.P.E. First attempt.

This boy's father is dead. He is the oldest son at
home and helps mot:ier to manage the land. There are 12
acres of land, but most of this is rented out to other
families at 100/- per acre per annum. There are 2 grade
cows and % local cows, half an acre of land is planted with
cash crops. llaize, beans and potato:s are sold in the
local market and the f.iilly has planted some tea. In the
early part of 1965 he vent to Nyeri daily to look for
employnent but now seldom goes because he is so busy at
homne. He is responsitils, with his wmother, for handling
the family finances and paying for younger children's
school fees. he tnae co.pleted a seven day tea growers
course run by the Agriculct.oral Department.

He chose a job in a factory.

2. 16 Years 01d, Fassed XK.P.E. C B+C+ Second Attempt.

Comes from a relatively wealthy family. One brother
is a Police consteble, @ second is at a Government secondary
school. The father is ou the primary school committee and
is a Church elder. The family has 8 acres of land, most of
it paddocked and 6 grade cows. The father attends courses
at Wambugu Farmers Iustitute regularly. The boy visited a
brother-in-law in /akuru for one month in 1965. He helpns
his father, locking after cattle and is doing a correspondence
course. His labour is =robably needed at home at present,
but he will probably get a place in e harambee school
eventually.

He chose o scvcondery school place.

3. 16 Years Cld. Failod K.P.L. First Attempt.

He is the eldest son. His father has 6 acres of

land and has recently planted coffee. He sells maizc, beans
and potatoes in the loczl market. He has 1 grade cow and
4 local cows. He ouwns a hotel at Kamakwa rear Iyeri and is
mainly concerned with the running of this. The boy did
apply to Nyeri Labour Uffice for a job and spent tuo weeks
at his father's kot
the farm. and is interested in the
time he plays fcootba

He choes

1 work. During Lis leusure
5

e & Jjo© 2 a factory.

P

,
).

Z. - DB-,0., Firsct Attenmpt.

He is the eldcst zon. I[iis father has four acres of

//larld
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larnd, gjroving maize, veans -uC. There are 3 iocal cous ald

mili: is sola locally. The Doy visits Iyeri occasionally to
look for work but sverds the renainder of his tie voriing
at hone. e ranted tu oo on with kis education, applying

to repeat, but clxined  .i1s Tather had o money.
ide chose & Jjob in a factory.

5. 1€ Years Old. Tailed I, . .L _First attempt.

His »norents are dead. H- lives with iis brother who
has veen loaned a sweall picce I land and keeps pigs and
burns charcoal. Ee iielus his protiier and wvorks as a casual
Labovrer when jobs cin e found. He tried to reseat K.I.r.
but could not gzet a school —lace. He visits Nyeri ~nd as
applied «t the Labtcur Gffice. He hopes to go away to look
for euiploynment.

He chose o Job in a factory, -

6, 16 Ycars 0ld. Failed ...P.E, First attempt.

The father ouns 6 acres of land and grows coffee,
potatoes and beans. He .3 2 grade cous and 2 sheep. The
boy is the second born clild of the family and is re.uired
at lLionmc to help withh the farm. He works regularly at home

and does not do casuval work. His fatler wrovides for his
needs but does not ‘ive him o recular salary. The boy

tried to repeat K.P.E. but was refused « nlace. He hopes to
do further studies in the {uture.
e chose a job ‘n a factory.

7. 16 Years 0ld. Tuiled .P.E. Second Attemvt.

The parents have eisht acres of land and sell local
crops. There are no cash crops or cattle. The elder brother
is a Tribal Police corporal. The boy lives with lLils parents
who are old and cultivates the garden. He hopes tc go away
wvhen he gets enough money to try and look for jobs. He docs
casual labour, building hcuses when work is available, cnd
has already been to liveiga and Hyeri to look for a job.

He chose a job in & factory.

8. 18 Years 0ld. Passed kh.P.E., D,B,C+. Second ,ttempt

His father is a farmer with six acres of land, growing

tea, maize, beans and potatoes. He owns 3 grade cows and 1
local cow. The boy is tie first born and vorks on the farnm.

He has been to Nyeri and huis «pplied to the Labour Office
there. He would like to lovk for a job but at present he is
needed at home to work on the farm, althcugh his father
will not allow him te 2.ve any land of his own. He is
interested in scouting.

He chose a job in a factory.

9./26.5888 P18 1. C.co.B-. Firet attempt

The family has eight acres of land, growing tea,
maige, beans, potatoes and vegatables. There are 3 grade
cows ard 3 pigs. The fatbor is a membter of the liorth Tetu Farmer!
Co-ogperative Society. The vroduce oi the land is sold to
the local market. The boy looks after tie cows and sgends
some tiwme studying privataely. He has tried to repeat K.P.Z.
and has atteutpted courses with Eritisi. Tutorial Cclilege. He
hopes to be able to sit so» K.J.S... and 5.C. exarinctions.
He has never left honie to louok for work.

He chose a pince in a secondary =sciocl.
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10, 16 Years 0ld. Passed ¥.P.,E. B,B,C+. Second attempt

The fomily has 1.5 acres of land with maize and
beans for the local market. The father is a charccal seller
at Mweiga. The boy is the first born and works at home with
his motrer. He sometines -es to Nyeri but does not lock
for casual wori because his father lives away and tihe boy
manages the nome with his mother. He gets no personal
money for tliere are ctlier cl.ildren at school and fees have
to be paid.

He chose a job in a factory.

11. 16 Years 0ld. Tassed K.P.E. C+,C+,C+. Second attempt

The fomily has four acres of land, growing coffee,
beans and potatoes. Theee i3 1 grade cow and 1 local cow.
The father is a member of the Co-operative Societies. The
boy is the first born und sves to Nyeri regularly. He has
applied to the Labour Cffice. He lives at home uith his
parents, digging and looking after cows. He tried to repeat
K.P.E. and has attem dted cources with British Tutorial College.
He does not do casual work because of his duties on the lowe
farm.

He chose a job in & factory.

12. 16 Years 0ld. Passed K,P.E. D,B+,C. Second attenmpt

There are five acres of land growing coffee, vegatebles,
maize and beans. The furiily own 2 grade cows and 3 local cows.
The boy is tlie second born. He has applied for a number of
jobs. His home is unear i.y2ri so ne goes there often, sometimes
to the Labour Vffice. II¢ lives with his rarents at home and
helps in cultivating and looking after cattle. iHe tried to
repeat K.P.E. and hcs done some studying throush British
Tutorial College. He hopes to sit for the Kenya English Test
next year.

He chose a place in a secondary school.

12. 17 Years O0ld. Failed K.P.E. First attempt

The family owns six acres of land, growing pyrethrum,
beans, maize and potatoes. There are 3 grade cows and 1
local cow. The father is a member of two Co-operctive
Sacieties., The boy claims to be satisfied staying at home
with his parents, but his father complains that he does little
work. He is noted by the ocal population for being a trouble
maker and has been jailed once for stealing from a school
office.
He chose

o

job in = - ictory.

. 16 Years 0ld. VYassed K.P.E, C-,B,C+. First attempt

The family is relatively prosperous. There are eignt
acres of land, four are used for cash crops, growing coffee,
pyrethrum, maize, Leans and potatoes. There are Ut grade cous
and 1 local ceow, The father attends agricultural courses
rezularly. The boy, firsti born of the first wife, lives ct
home with his parents picling pyrethrum and coffee. He gete
money for all his needs. He is interested in scoutin, and
hopes to start studying at home using correspo.dence courses.

He chiose & place In a secondary sciiocl.

15. 16 Years 01d. Failed K.P.E. First at.emp

The family's fat.er is dead. The boy is tine first
son of tie first wife. $.: has % arn acre of land for growing
subsistence crops. The second wife livee in liweizz on a

/settlemert



settlement schere but dces not help this .art of the family. Both

the boy and his mother worl: as casual labourers when work can be found
at an average of 3/- per day. The voy went to Nakuru for two .uonths
wnere he stayed with an elder otep-brother and e»plied to the Labour
Sxchange. He now goes re-ularly tc Nyeri to find work and is register-
at the Lavour Uffice. Ze acpes to start work on a corresrondence cour-
with British Tutorial Colliege and says his elder step-brother, a police
constable, will help uin.

He chose a piece of land on a settlement schene.
COI'CLUSION

The purpose of thiis raper has been to suggest the need to
review the present situation eiongst priuary school leavers; their knou-
ledge, their aspirations, their education, their interestsand tlieir
activities. A number of tentative experiments and their results havce
been presented, not in an atteuyc to offer any conclusive evidence but
in order to give clues to questions which might be asked.

There is clearly a need for action to provide meaningful
occupations for primary scihool leavers. Primarily the problem is an
economic one but the plans to wmeet it will need to involve educational
and comaunity developrient measures as well. In planning these a care-
ful understanding of the .resent situaticn is needed. The history of
African education warns agzninet the danger of working from assumptions.

Some of the glanour of the sccondary school may be fading,
the realities of the agricultural economy are teconing more apnareat
but the desire to find a steble role in the adult community remailas.

In talking to teenage schocl leavers one does not sc much sense
bitterness but rather oie 1s conscious of enthusiasm changing to apathy
as it nmeets disappointuents and confusion,
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TWO HUNDRED INDEPENDENT CHURCH MOVEMENTS IN EAST AFRICA:
A SURVEY, ANALYSIS AND PREDICTION

Sixteen centuries ago, the scholar Jerome surveyed the rapid advance of the
schismatic Donatist Church among the North African Berber and Punic popula-
tions and reported that it had become the religion of "nearly all Africa".
Today's observer of the vast proliferation of ecclesiastical schisms in
Africa - 4,684 at the latest count, 200 of which are in East Africa - might
well be excused for reaching a similar conclusion.

A Phenomenon Unprecendented in History

It is in fact the case that schisms from foreign mission bodies in Africa
have been taking place for the last hundred years on a scale unparalleled

in the entire history of Christianity. These independent church movements,
founded either by direct separation from parent churches, or, in a few cases,
under the initiative of African leadership outside the missions, are now
found in some thirty-three African nations, with a total of almost seven
million adherents drawn predominantly from 270 different tribes in all parts
of the continent south of the Sahara.

This extraordinary phenomenon, which has thus been observed in one-third of
the tribes of Africa, is at present completely absent from the remaining
two-thirds. Further, almost all of these known secessions, from the small-
est involving a single congregation to the largest involving nearly a million
adherents, have arisen out of a remarkably similar pattern of background
circumstances in each of the ethnic groups concerned, yet in most cases with-
out conscious links or visible coherence.

Most of these movements have emerged spontaneously in areas that have been
subjected with intensity to Christian missionary activity for several
decades. The tempo of their occurrence and expansion across Africa has
been increasing for the last century since 1862, and shows no signs of
abating. In fact, the size of the movement as a whole is now comparable
to both the entire Protestant and Catholic communities on the continent.

Moreover, this massive proliferation is figuretively speaking only the top
of the iceberg - hundreds more of such indigenous movements of renewal or
protest remain in embryo inside the Protestant or Catholic churches at vary-
ing depths without as yet having broken surface in schism. Nevertheless,
conditions within the historical churches remain sufficiently inhospitable
for the movements to break off at a present rate of over 100 per annum,

Fast Africa as a Representative Region

East Africa (by which is meant here the nations of Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda,
Rwanda and Burundi) may be regarded from our ‘point of view as a region

fairly representative of the continent, roughly a ten percent sample of
independency in Africa. The population of East Africa is about one-tenth

of Africa, as is the number of its nations; its 104 tribes form about ten
percent of the Africa total; and its 700,000 adherents of separatist churches
compose ten percent of the total in Africa. Although this paper is primarily
a study of East African independency, it should therefore be noted that it is
typical of the situation across the entire continent

1l. The data for this paper were assembled during a larger study of independ-
ency in the whole of sub-Saharan Africa.
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The Present Extent of Independency in East Africa

The present distribution or independent church bodies in East Africa may be
examined in detail in Appendix A, where they are grouped under the major
tribes in which each occurs. The location of these tairty-three tribes is
then shown on the map in Figure I, which gives the overall view of East
African independency in relation also to its immediate neighbours.

It will be seen that these tribes fall roughly into seven groups or chains.
The area with the densest concentration of movements is ¥Western Kenya, with

a total of one hundred distinct bodies of which sixty are registered with the
Kenya g%vernment. Most of their 400,000 adherents are from the Luo and Luhya
tribes.

The second densest area is the territory of the Kenya Highland Bantu, where
some forty-five bodies exist with about 200,000 adherents, mostly Kikuyu,
Meru and Kamba. Thirdly, there is a chain of seven involved tribes across
Southern Uganda, in which separatism flourished in the past. In 1921 there
were 100,000 persons involved; today only a few thousands are left, although
the threat of large-scale secession is constantly being raised. A fourth
chain exists in West Nile, the product of an unorganised but ongoing movement
now a decade old.

Three chains have originated in Tanzania, though with nowhere near the same
numerical size as those in Kenya and Uganda.  The Southern Highlands has

seen movements since 1925 among the Nyakyusa, which form the northernmost

part of a big central African chain not discussed in this paper. A sixth
chain links six tribes east and south of Lake Victoria: independency is weak
in its southern tribes with only some 5,000 adnerents among the Gogo, Nyamwezi,
and Sukuma, but there are at least 10,000 separatists in the northern part of
this chain, mainly among the Luo in North Mara district.

The seventh of these chaine embraces the adjacent tribes Haya and Rundi, with
some 24,000 adherents in four bodies, stretching from Bukoba to Bujumbura.

Altogether, East Africa claims today some 655,000 separatists: 10,000 in
Uganda, 20,000 in Burundi, 25,000 in Tanzania, and the rest .» the third
largest number in any African territory - in Kenya. Membership statistics
for a selection of the larger independent churches are given in Appendix B,
which also indicates from the colourful names of these bodies something of
the rich and dynamic nature of these religious movements.

Review of the Literature

Such a fascinating phenomenon has naturally attracted numerous observers,
and there is a very extensive literature on African independent church move-
ments numbering some 150 books and articles, For East Africa, however, the
coverage 1is extremely sparse. Only six primary studies exist so far in
published form, and these together with a handful of others are briefly
annotated at the end of this paper.

1. The unit emvnloyed in this analysis is the "tribal unit" or tribe-within-a-
nation. In most cases this is identical with "tribe", but where a national
frontier divides a tribe (e.g. Maasai) it becomes in the analysis two
tribal units, MAASAI-1 and MAASAI-2, The definition of tribe and the
classification used here follow the only complete listing in existence,
namely that in G.P. Murdock, Africa: Its Peoples and their Culture History
(New York: McGraw-Hill, 1959).

2. The Luhya are termed WANGA in Murdock's classification.
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It should be noted at this point that the term "independency", which first
appeared in print in 1904 after a Johannesburg conference on South Africen
separatist churches, is used somewhat loosely in the literature and in
varying senses. As a result, it was necessary for the purpose of this
analysis to define the term with some precision, and this definition is
given here in Appendix E.

Disparate Causes or a Common Cause?

A preliminary examination of the East African independent churches leaves one
with the impression that we have here a mass of disparate and unrelated move-
ments, the causes of which are as numerous and different as cre the colourful
personalities who lead them. Observers have naturally tended to emphasise
local causes, which vary widely from case to case - personal friction, racial
incidents, ambition, missionary paternalism, resurgence of tribal customs,
political and economic crises, and so on. The most recent study by Welbourn
and Ogot (1966) is an excellent example of this cnelysis in teris of the local
situation. From such considerations have grown various attempts to apply
typologies constructed in other areas of Africa under which the divergences
of these bodies have been classified; the best known of these are the
Ethiopian/Zionist/Messianic scheme from South Africa, due to Sundkler;l and
the Orthodox/Aledura/Syncretistic scheme from Nigeria, duec to Parrinder.?

However, whilst the presuppositions of historians have led them to emphasise
the differentia of these bodies, those of sociologists have led them to con-
centrate more on the similarities and parallels in these movements. On
closer examination, these are somewhat striking, and lend weight to the
supposition that the entire movement has certain basic causes in common.

The Background Correlates of Independency

During the present analysis it was found that out of a large number of ethno-
grarhic, social and religious factors studied, eighteen correlated signifi-
cantly with the prescnce of independency in a tribe. These were then formed
into a scale which was found_to be an accurate predictor of the strength of
separatism in a given tribe.d It was then noticed that in each of the tribes
involved thore are always (a) certain factors representing the strength of
traditional African society and religion, e.g. the polygamous structure, or
the ancestral cult; (b) certain factors representing the strength of European
colonial impact, e.g. high literacy or the presence of white settlers; and

(c) certain factors representing the strength of missionary impact, e.g.
publication of vernacular scriptures, or high missionary density; nond so on.
This therefore indicates that there is here a basic cause cormon to the entire
movement of independency, namely the clash of three impinging cultures, the
traditional, the colonial and the missionary. Where this culture clash has
been strongest - for example, among the Kikuyu - independency is strongest;
where e tribe has been studiously protected from the shock of culture clash -
as among the Maasai - indgpendency is absent. From this point of view, there-
fore, we may speak of independency as a single phenomenon with a common cause.

The Tribal Zeitgeist

At this point it became evident that the empirical scale was measuring religious
tension or pressure in a tribe, namely the climate of opinion uncongciously
affecting thought and action. For this reason, the scale was termed a

measure of the tribal zeitgeist. In Figure I, values of the zcitgeist derived

1. This is set forth in its latest form in V.E.W. Hayward (ed.), African
Independent Church Movements (London: Zdinburgh House, 1963) p. 71.

2. This typology, given in E.G. Perrinder, Religion in an African City
(London: Oxford University Press, 1953) has not been developed as far as
Sundkler's.,

3., See the scale and explanatory notes in Appendix D.
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from Appendix D are given for a number of tribes. These vary from a value

as low as 3 (the Kindiga of Tanzania) to as high as 16 (the Kamha of Kenya);
only one other tribe in Africa has a higher value than this, namely the Zulu
of South Africa with 17 of the possible 18 factors. It will further be seen
that in no tribe with less than six factors has independency been oproduced,
and that every tribe with more then twelve factors has already become involved
in the movement. The higher the zeitgeist, the greater the possibility of
involvement.

This therefore offers one explanation - a sociological one, which supplements
the equally valid historical ones- for the high concentration of independency
in Kenya, but the complete absence of it over large areas of Tanzania. The
zeitgeist in most Kenya tribes is higher than in most parts of sub-Saharan
Africa; but in Tanzanie it is lower than in many other naticns. A large part
of the explanation lies in fectors 10-13 of the zeitgeist: Tanzanio is one of
several countries where vernacular translations of the scriptures -~ essential
to the full understanding of the biblical message by the tribe concerned -
have been subordinated to versions in the linguae franceae, in this case
Swahili and English.

A Root Causc Common to the Movement

It can be shovn that as the zeitgeist in a tribe increases, this biblically-
informed climate of opinion produces a growing sense of a discrepancy between
the scriptures and the practices of the missions. In many cases, this has
become centred on the biblical concepts of agape (love) and philadelphia
(brotherly love) and their vernccular counterparts. African Christians have
discerned a failure on the part of missions to demonstrate towards them these
central biblical concepts, and this may be seen as one root cause common to
2ll movements across the continent ond in East Africa in particuler, It hes
resulted in an African determination to reform mission Christianity, resulting
in several cases in East Africa in a2 separatist church specificeally naomed to
emphasise the biblical virtues lacking in the missions: e.g. the Joilera
(People of Love) among the Luo, the African Brotherhood Church among the Kamba,
the Peace and Mercy Church among the Kipsigis, the Christian Brotherhood
Church among the Wanga, and so on.

Independency and the Establishment

Por half a century now in East Africa, the independent church movement has
been expanding and growing in influence. This mey be demonstrated in several
ways. In the first place, there has been the struggle to obtain secular
status from reluctant governments. Under British rule, only some dozen
movements in Kenya were granted registration; but since Independence in 1963
this number has increased rapidly until by 1966 over seventy bodies had been
registered.

Secondly, a drive for ecumenical recognition has begun anf grown in momentum
over the last decade. As elsewhecre in Africa, the separatist churches have
directed & steady stream of applications for membership to the various ecumen-
ical bodisgs co~operating with western churches and missionary societies.
Whilst the Christian councils of Tanzaniz ond Uganda follow thie practice of
almost all councils in Africa in not permitting such bodies to join, the
Christian Council of Kenya by contrast has the highest number of such churches
as members (seven) in the whole of Africa.

If such applications are turned down, bodies have then applied direct to the
majoy¥ international councils. The Tanzania KNetional Church in 1966 applied
for membership to the All Africa Confercnce of Churches (in which the only
East African independent body is the AfricamBrotherhood Church); as did the
federation of independent bodies registered under the nome East African United
Churches cnd Orthodox Churches Communion. Fecnwhile, the Church of Christ in
Africa has become in 1966 the first seporatist church in Africa to join the
International Council of Caristian Chaurches.

But lastly, if all such ecumenical feelers are reburffed, the independent
churches have shown that they caon orgonise powerful rivel Christian councils.
The federation just mentioned is an influentinl body cl-iming forty member
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churckes in East Africa. The emergence of this counter-establishment is an
important la..dmark in the growing influence of independency on the East

African scene.

The Dynamics of the Movement

Using the scale of religious tension in Appendix D, it is possible to measure
how the zeitgeist has grown in a given tribe over the last hundred years or so.
It has in fact grown steadily over the years in all East African tribes; in
none has the zeitgeist decreased or remained static for long. On average,
nearly one new tribe a year in Last Africa has become involved in independency
since the year 1914.

It is an interesting fact evident from Figure I that all tribes with independ-
ency are physically adjoining. The table in Appendix C (The Spread of Independ-
(ﬁmyhyChmts)iJlustrates how the movement has spread over the last half century.
The idea of independency seems to pass from tribe to adjacent tribe; yet there
is little deliberate or conscious about the process, for movements in adjacent
tribes are usually quite different in doctrine and practice, reflecting more
the tenets of their parent missions than of neighbouring independent bodies.

By examining each of the eighteen component factors on the scale, it may be
deduced that the zeitgeist will continue to grow for several decades to come.
This means that some ten new tribes over the next decade will become involved
in separatism; and if this rate continues, two-thirds of all Eest African
tribes will have separatist churches by the end of this century.

Whether or not the historical churches are able to accept them as partners,

it is clear that the independent churches are on the crest of a vast wave of
expansion that is making them into a mejor force in the rooting of Christianity
in the soil of East Africa.

A Provisional Assessment

Bearing in mind that East Africen independency is only & microcosm of a much
larger movement across the whole continet, it is possible to make a provisional
agsessnment, Virtually all these two hundred bodies are characterised by a
definite acceptance, often under new and original African forms, of the
centrality of the historical Jesus as Lord and Saviour. In varying degrees,
three basic ingredients are found in every movement: (l) a central confession
of Christ as Kyrios (using the traditional vernacular term for chiefship or
lordship), (2) a merked resurgence of traditional African custom and world-
view, and (3) a strong affirmation of their right to be both fully Christian
and fully African, independent of foreign pressures.

Whet appears therefore to be happening across thé continent, and in particular
in East Africa, is that the independent churches, working quite spontaneously
and in the main independently, are engaged in a massive attempt to synthesise
the apostolic kerygme with authentic African insight, based on biblical
criteria derived from the vernacular scriptures. Beyond the tragic spectacle
of schism after schism, therefore, one can sense the emergence of a genuinely
indigenous renewal of Christianity in terms that can be understood by African
society.






APPENDIX A
DATA AMD SQURCTS OV TMMTFNDTICY IN 33 TRIRES

Data and sources are given here for c£ll Tast African tribes with independency analysed in
this report. The classification and spelling of tribes follows “<urdock (Africa, 1959).
Tribes reported on in the literature are referred to by one source author with date. The
usual name of a movement is given first, followed if necessary by a translation in brackets.
Membership figures given usually refer to the whole church or movement in question, and
often include members of other tribes since many movements are multi-tribal. Movements in

a sub-tribe (after *urdock's classification) are included under the major tribe name.

Abbreviations

TRIRE nane of tribal unit (tribe within a nation), usually identical with tribe

ZEITGEIST = position of tribal unit on scale of religious tension (0-18 factors)

fw = field work by present author, usually inspection of church records or
government registration applications, or interviews with church officials,
local observers or sociologists

c = approximately

( ) = translation of vernacular name into Tnglish or French

or = alternative name (not just a translation)

(ex ) = parent body from which split occurred, or from which founder came

¢ ) = name of founder, prophet or leader

; = link between phrases describing the same movement

= end of notes on one movement, beginning of notes on another

Et al. = and several other movements

Etc. = and many other movements

Etc.etc. = and innumerable other movements

q.V. = which see

initials initials are sometimes used for brevity, shortly after full name

members = adult members of a body

adherents = total community including children

TRIBE ZEITGEIST SOURCE MOVEMENTS, FOUNDTRS AND DESCRIPTIONS

ATUR fw 1955 The Preisers, or the Trumpeters (ex Church

of Uganda, Africa Inland Mission); groups of Balokole (revivalists) broke off in
several parts of West Nile and Southern Sudan; not an organised split, rather a
continuous seceding and rejoining the Church. Also LUGBARA, MADI (qg.v.)

GANDA 13 Welbourn 1961; fw 1914 Bamalaki, or KOAB (Katonda Omu Ainza Byona)
{Society of the One Almighty God)(ex Church Missionary Society)(Joswa Kate Mugema);
also known as the Kitala sect; 91,740 adherents by 1921; 56,952 by 1930; 1966, about
1,000 left; anti-medicine, resistance to vaccination and inoculation. 1925
Christian Army for the Salvation of Africa (Reuben Spartas). 1929 African Orthodox
Church (ex CMS)(Reuben Spartas), known after 1946 as African Greek Crthodox Church;
1931, 1512 adherents; 1936, 5000; 1946, 10,291; accepted into Greek Orthodox Church
1946; 1960 serious disagreements with Ecumenical Patriarch over autonomy; 1966,

7000 members in 18 congregations in Uganda, with 23,000 in 60 congregations in
Kenya, and 2 congregations in Tanzania; see KIKUYU and WAYGA. 1961 Diocese of West
Buganda (ex Church of Uganda); two thirds of diocese follow bishop Festo Lutaya,

who refuses to retire; archbishop appoints bishop Stephen Tomusange as commissary
of the house of bishops; 1966, only two deaneries not yet returned to parent church.

GISU fw 1948 Dini ya Misambwa; see SUK.

GOGO 15 fw 1956 Tanganyika African Church (ex CMS)(Benja-
min Lisase); two Anglican clergy secede with 40 congregations; 3000 members at its
height; anti-Balokole origin; bishop died, second pastor married second wife, 1965

- readmitted to Anglican Church; most won back by tireless pastoral work of Anglican
archdeacon Filemon Chidosa; 1966, TAC applies for membership of All Africa Confer-
ence of Churches, claiming 1+ congregations. See also NYAMWEZI.

GUSII-1 12 fw 1963 Maria Legio (Legion of Mary Church)(ex
Roman Catholic Church, Diocese of Kisii); bulk of schism was LUO (q.v.,), but
hundreds of GUSII were baptised in Tabaka Parish, many catechumens also left.

» GUSII-2 " fw 1965 Maria Lezio spreads amonz the Kuria.
HAYA 11 fw 1954 Church of the Holy Spirit (ex Evangelical
v Lutheran Church); one of the very few Balokole (revival) groups to secede; from

1945 onwards, rebelled against organisation and clergy; three leaders ordained by
Anglican priest; 4000 members at its apogees; one of the few separatist churches in
Africa to be largely won back through sympathetic handling; 1962, half and one

of leaders returned to ELC; 1966, 2000 members left.



APPZNDIX

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS FOR A SELRCTIOH OF CHURCHSES
Notes:
1. Most figures are supplied to governments by the churches concerned.
2. All figures are of adherents (total community), unless followed by m (= full members).
3. Major tribe refers to that chiefly involved, either in membership, origin, traditions
or in tribal affiliation of founder or present leadership.
L. Sources are mainly church records or government registration applications.
5. For further details on any church, see Appendix A under the tribe concerned.

NAME OF CHURCH YEAR  MAJOR ADHERENTS (Date of estimate)
BEGUN TRIBE
BURUNDI
Eglise de Dieu au Burundi 1962  Rundi 20,000 1964
KENYA
Nomiya ILuo-Mission 1914  Luo 51,806 1964
African Orthodox Church 1935  Kikuyu 25,000 m 1965
African Israel Church 1942  Wanga 60,000 1965
Dini ya Misambwa 1943  Suk 10,000 1965
African Independent Pentecostal
Church 1944  Meru 1,000 m 1966
African Brotherhood Church 1945  Kamba 30,000 m 1966
African Christian Church & Schools 1949  Kikuyu 7,800 m 1962
Church of Christ in Africa 1957 Luo 56,000 m 1965
Peace and Mercy Church of Esst Africa 1962 Kipsigis 1,000 m 1966
Legion of Mary Church 1963  Luo 90,000 19€3
Tana River Independent Church 1965  Pokomo 2,000 m 1966
TANZANTIA
Church of the Holy Spirit 1954  Haya 4,000 m 1960
Tanganyika African Church 1956  Gogo 3,000 m 1660
Tanzania African Church 1958 Nyamwezi 2,000 m 1966
African Catholic Legio 1963  Luo 300 1966
UGANDA
Society of the One Almighty God 1914  Ganda 91,740 1921
56,952 1930
c 1,000 1966
African Greek Orthodox Church 1929 Ganda 7,000 m 1966
APPENDIX C
THE SPREAD OF INDEPENDENCY BY CHLINS IN 33 EiIST AFRICAN TRIBES, 1914-1966
CHAIN NAME TRIBES! INVOLVED TRIBES, WITH DATE OF FIRST SECESSIONZ
1. UGANDA 5 1914 Ganda, 1915 Teso, 1917 Nkole, 1920 Soga, 1935 Lango
2. WESTERN KENYA 10 1914 Luo-1, 1930 Wanga, 1943 Suk-1, 1948 Gisu, 1955

Suk-2, 1958 Luo-2, ¢1960 Mandi, 1962 Kipsigis,
1963 Gusii-1, 1965 Gusii-2

3. CENTRAL KENYA 6 1921 Kikuyu, 1929 Meru, 1945 Kamba, 1959 Teita,
1962 Shambala, 1965 Pokomo

4, SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 1 1925 Nyakyusa

5. TANGANYIKA L 1925 Sukuma, 1956 Gogo, 1958 Nyamwezi, 1965 Shashi

6. BURUNDI 3 1954 Haya, 1959 Rundi-1, 1965 Rundi-2

7. WEST NILE 4 1955 Kuku-2, Madi, Alur, Lugbara-1

Notes:
1. This is the number of tribal units (tribe-within-a-nation) within the chain.
Tribes in a chain are arranged in chronological order; no date means same date as

previous entry.

3. For further details on a particular tribe, see ippendix A.

4, Chains 1,2,5,and 6 have now joined, forming a cluster of 22 adjoining tribal units.

5, Chains 1,4,and 7 are joined with chains outside Zast .ifrica not dealt with in this
analysis.
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TH% TRIBAL ZRITGEIST: A STAL® OF RELIGIOUS TENSICN FOR A TRIZAL UNIT

A, TN TRADITIONAL CULTURE:
1. Is this a Bantu tribe?
2. Is it over 115,000 in population?
3. Is polygyny general or common, and not limited?
B. IN TRADITIONAL RELIGION:
Is the ancestor-cult important?
5. Is there an earth goddess?
C. 1IN THE COLONIAL PERIOD:
6. Did colonial rule arrive more than 100 years ago?
7. Have white settlers occupied tribal land?
8. TIs the national per capita income over shs.500/- per year?
D. 1IN THE MISSTIONARY PERIOD:
9. Did the missions arrive more than 60 years ago?
10. Have scripture portions in the vernacular been published?
11. Has the New Testament been published?
12. Has the Bible been published?
13. Was the New Testament published more than 60 years ago?
14. Is Protestant missionary density in the nation more than 22 ordained
missionaries per million population?
E. 1IN THE CURRENT PERIOD:
15, Are Muslims in the nation less than 70 percent?
16. Are Protestants in the tribe 20 percent or over?
17. Are Catholics in the tribe 20 percent or over?
18. Is there independency in any adjoining tribe?

TRIRAL ZEITGEIST = total number of affirmative answers to these 18 questions

Notes:

1. The position of any tribal unit (tribe-within-a-nation) on this scale = the number
of factors present = the number of affirmative answers at any given period of time.

2. This scale was constructed empirically from those factors correlating significantly
with independency. Various forms of weighting could have been given to the factors;
here, we choose the least complicated (equal weighting) because scale values can
then be worked out rapidly by mental arithmetic.

3. After its construction, detailed investigation showed that the scale could be inter-
preted as: (a) a measure of the socio-religious zeitgeist in a tribe at a parti-
cular date - that is, of the climate of opinion unconsciously affecting thinking
and action at that time; or (b) a measure of (to use various metaphors) the
religious pressure, temperature, voltage, potential, tension or strain in the
tribe; or (c) a measure of the strength of the culture clash in the tribe between
three impinging cultures - the traditional, the colonial and the missionary.

4. The arbitrary numbers in nine of these questions were chosen because each broke the
sample into two roughly equal groups, of which it could then be stated that the
group for which the answer to the question was affirmative was more prone to inde-
pendency than the group with a negative answer.

5. The figure in No.14 is that usually taken to represent adequate density of mission-
ary occupation in Africa.

6. Nos.16 and 17 refer to total adherents of the churches, not only adult members.

7. These factors are not all independent. Some are related: e.g. an affirmative answer
to No.12 implies affirmatives to Nos.10 and 11 also. But each factor makes its own
unique contribution to the scale.,

APPENDIX E: THE DEFINITION OF INDEPENDENCY

In this snalysis, independency is defined with some precision as follows:-

the formation and existence within a tribe or tribal unit of any organised religious
movement, even as small as a single organised congregation, which claims the title
Christian in that it acknowledges Jesus Christ as Lord, and which has either separated
by secession from a mission church or an existing African independent church, tempor-
arily or permanently, or has been founded outside the mission churches as a new kind
of religious entity under African initiative and leadership. A tribe is defined as
having independency when it has produced this phenomenon from within its own tribal
ranks on its own tribal territory, rural or urban, and in the main under its own
tribal leadership, or has contributed significantly within its own territory to a
similar movement originating in another tribe. In other words, we are here examining
the spontaneous generation of independency within the tribal milieu.



TRIBE ZEITGEIST SOURC MOVEMENTS, FOUNDERS AND DESCRIPTIONS
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KAMBA 16 fw 1945 African Brotherhood Church (ex Africa
Inland Mission & Salvation Army)(Simeon Mulandi); 18,500 members in 1959, with 71
congregations in 18 parishes; 1964, 22,827 members; 1966, 30,000; no polygamists
admitted. Ke.iya African Church; 1961, 493 members. 1961 African Independent Church
of Kenya (ex Africa Inland HMission)(Isaac); begun near AIM Machakos; 1964, 670
members. 1964 Church of Living God; 56C merbers. 1964 Church of FEast African
Society (ex African Brotherhood Church); 1965, 472 members. Etc.

KIKUYU 14 Kenyatta 1938; fw 1921 Daudi Maina's Church (ex CMS); three vill-
ages near Fort Hall; Maina ordained 1937 by archbishop Alexander. 1929 Watu wa
Mungu (People of God)(ex Church of Scotland Mission), also called Arathi (Prophets,
Dreamers), now known as Holy Ghost Church of Kenya. 1929 Karinga (Genuine,Orthodox)
(ex CMS & CSM)(Johana Kiraka). 1929 KISA or Kenya Independent Schools Association,
and Independent African National Church. 1930 African Independent Pentecostal Church.
1935 African Orthodox Church; 1965, 25,000 memters. 1949 Kenya African Church Soc-
iety. African Christian Church & Schools (ex Africa Inland Mission)(Elija Batia);
took almost all 50 mission churches and schools among Kikuyu; 1962, 7,800 members,
14,000 adherents in 21 centres; member of Christian Council of Kenya. Etc.etc.
Total bodies registered 1966 about 20; grand total about 30 distinct organisations.

KIPSIGIS 10 fw 1962 Peace and Mercy Church of East Africa
(ex Seventh-day Adventist Church); polygamous and sabbatarian; spreading in Kisii
Highlands; 1966, 1000 members. 1964 Africa Gosvel Unity Church (ex World Gospel
Mission)(Dishon arap Kesembe); moderator of mission church Kesembe suspended by
mission, due to actions as member of Balokole; secedes with 300 members at Bomet.

KUKU-2 fw 1955 The Trumpeters; see ALUR.

LANGO 7 Wlelbourn 1961; fw 1935 African Orthodox Church (ex CMS)(Disani
Atuca Atim); 1946, 3967 members in 20 congregations; 1964, 4500 baptised members in
30 congregations.

LUGBARA-1 fw 1955 The Trumpeters; see ALUR.

LUO-1 12 Welbourn 1966; fw 1914 Nomiya (God has given me a vision) Luo
Mission (ex CMS)(Johana Cwalo); 1964, 51,806 members. 1934 Dini ya Roho (Religion
of the Holy Ghost)(ex CMS)(Alfayo Odongo); a movement within the Anglican Church
that did not secede till after the murder of Odongo in a burning hut. 1948 Christian
Universal Evangelical Union (ex CMS)(Ishmael Noo); Balokole schism. 1952 Dar
(Separation or Migration)(ex CMS); large-scale unorganised Balokole secession.

1952 Dini ya Mariam (Religion of Mary)(ex Roman Catholic Church)(Mariam Ragot);
three attempts made at formation, but suppressed and proscribed. 1957 JoHera
(People of Love), or Church of Christ in Africa (ex Anglican Church, Diocese of
Maseno)(Matthew Ajuoga); 7 clergy, 130 congregations, 16,000 Anglicans secede; by
June 1958, 20,000; 1959, 40,000; 1965, 53 clergy, 600 congregations, 56,000 communi-
cants, or 75,000 baptised adherents claimed; joined Christian Council of Kenya,
then after quarrel International Council of Christian Churches. 1960 Nyamgutu
(Inner Circle Love)(ex CCA)(bishop Meshak Qwira); disagreement between the two

CCA bishops; 1965, 1000 members, registered as Holy Trinity Church in Africa, Dio-
cese of Masogo. 1963 Maria Legio (Legion of Mary Church)(ex Roman Catholic Church,
Diocese of Kisii)(prophetess Gaudencia Aoko); estimated adherents in 1963, 90,000;
member of Tast African United Churches. Etc.etc. 1966, total bodies 50 (31 reg-
istered), with estimated 230,000 adherents among LUO.

LUO-2 1 fw 1958 JoHera. 1963 Maria Legio. See LUO-1.

1963 African Catholic Legio (ex Legion of Mary Church); 1966, 300 adherents in
North Mara. Also Akuo, Roho Misanda, Nomiya. Etc. Total about 14 bodies North Mara.

MADT fw 1955 The Trumpeters; see ALUR.

MERU fw 1929 African Independent Church (ex Church of
Scotland Mission)(Johnstone Mkiambati); in south Meru. 1944 African Independent
Pentecostal Church (ex Methodist Missionary Society)(Johana M'Lululi); 1966, 1000
MERU. African Church of the Holy Spirit. African Christian Church of East Africa;
1966, 600 members. Bt al.

NANDI 9 fw c1960 a dissident (ex Africa Inland Mission)
formed a congregation and attempted Anglican link-up.
NKOLE Yelbourn 1961; fw 1917 Bamalaki, or KOAB (see GANDA); by 1918,

many congregations had sprung up among the Nkole; in 1930, 22 parish chiefs were
members; adherents still =xist, though very few in numbers.

NYAKYUSA 11 Wilson 1959; fw 1925 Balgemela, or Last Church of God and of
His Christ (ex Church of Scotland Mission)(Silwani Ngemela). 1927 African National
Church (ex CSM)(Paddy Nyasuru). African Lutheran Church. Etc. In 1938, these bodies
had a total of 8577 members.

NYAMWEZI 8 fw 1958 African National Church (ex Moravian
Church); linked up with GOGO schism (q.v.); 1966, known as Tanzania African Church
(Ugenge), files application for membership of All Africa Conference of Churches,
stating 14 congregations.
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POKOMO fw 1965 Tana River Independent Church (ex Methodist
Church in Kenya); the original Neuekirche Mission was removed in 1939 because German,
tried to return after War although Methodists had taken over; 1965 disaffection
increases, four Methodist villages secede, apply for registration though not yet
granted; 2000 members.

RUNDI-1 11 fw 1959 large secession of Bahutu teachers (ex
Mission Evangelique des Amis: American Quakers) at Kivimba; due to mission prohib-
ition of sweet beer; many took second wives. 1962 Eglise de Dieu au Burundi (ex
Eglise Anglicane du Burundi: Church Missionary Society)(Fustace Kinama), or Kinama-
ites; a Bahutu tribal secession involving 80 percent of the EAB in southern Burundi;
250 congregations, 3500 communicants, 8000 baptised, tota} 20,000 adherents, esp-
ecially near Lake Tanganyika; obtained personnalite civile (registration), but
became involved in political struggle, accused of subversion, proscribed; 1966,
worship services ceased, church disintegrates, many return to EAB.

RUNDI-2 fw 1965 Mungu Mwema (God is Good)(ex Pentecostal
Mission) among Hangaza sub-tribe; polygamists baptised.
SHAMEALA fw 1962 two congregations broke off (ex Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church, Northeast Diocese) as protest against German bishop, who was
subsequently forced to leave the country; schism then healed.

SHASHI fw 1965 Maria Legio spreading; see LUO. Lake region
south of Kenya border now has 10,000 separatists, mostly LUO.
SOGA Welbourn 1961; fw ¢1920 Bamalaki, or KOAB (see GANDA); by 1930,

2258 Bamalaki (ex CMS), i.e. 0.6% of 211 SOGA, though up to 2.4% in Bukoli area.
1935 African Orthodox Church (ex CMS), spread from Buganda; many members (African
Greek Orthodox Church) by 1966. 1965 Anglican secession threats, separate cathedral
constructed in Jinja.

SUK~1 6 fw 1943 Dini ya Misambwa (Religion of the Ancestral
Spirits)(®lijah Masinde, ex Friends African Mission); a marginal movement on the
edge of independency as here defined; nativistic prophets living on mount Elgon;
many Suk involved, together with Vugusu (Kitosh), sub-tribe of WANGA (q.v.);

50,000 members when banned by government in 1948; 1965 Daniel Waswa crucifies self
on cross; now granted registration, 4000 members claimed, probably 10,000.
c1960 one congregation (ex Africa Inland Mission) secedes at Marakwet.

SUK=~-2 fw 1955 Dini ya Misambwa; brought in by Suk
immigrants from Kenya.
SUKUMA 11 fw c1925 XKutola Mhali (The Polygamous Church)(ex

Africa Inland Mission), or "A,I.M, tte Second"; due to dispute over vaccination
with mission; 1965 still in existence with one elderly bishop, though very small.
TEITA fw 1959 Mwanguvu (People of Power)(ex Anglican
Church, Diocese of Mombasa)(Solomon Fitololo); ordained pastor seceded with other
Balokole from aongovu (main Balolele or Saved Ones); about 400 porsons involved.,
Church of Christ in Africa, in Veoi. {{rican Brotherhood Church. See LU0, KAMBA.

TESO Welbourn 1961; fw 975 four Bamalaki congregations (see GANDA);
by 1930, almost died cut - only 7 mealsrs left,
WANGA 13 Welbzoorn 1388; fw 950 cowzral secessions after 1927 outpouring

of Holv Spirit at Kaimosi. Tisanga (ex Froends African Mission). 1934 Dini ya Roho
(see 1U0}. Africen Holy Spimit Churct (ex Yili:(Jacob Buruku); by 1966, Red Cross
Africa Chuzch in Keuya. 1942 Huru Selvatici @ taeveh (Independent Salvation Nineveh)
(ex Penteccuial Asserci-e:z of Canada (metropclitan bishop and founder David Kivuli);
1946, ¢31 rousers; 1557, 4:33; 1965 wnder name Dini ya Israel (African Israel
Churcl' cleims 60,000 adiierents. 1943 Dini ya Misambwa; Kitosh sub-tribe (see SUK).
1950 Africsn Divine Chure  (ex PAC)(Saulo Chabuga). African Interior Church (ex
Chutrrh of dnd USAY; 1957, 6l members; 1962, 4539 members. African Orthodox Church
later AL :an G.oack Orthodox Church; see GANDA). 1965 Sinai Church of East Africa
(ex African Iswruel Church)(Paul Masambu). African Holy Zionist Church. African
Lutheran Church. Judah Israel. Los: Israelites of Kenya; 1500 members. Christian
Brotherhood Church. Etc.etc. 1966 iotal about 40 distinct bodies (21 registered).
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Bast Africa in common with most other develcping nreas is finding
that as planc for develo.uent rroira_ses ~re formulated, rplaniing and
analysis cre often hindercd by leck i recdiiy availatle cate. Informa-
tion is usually necded on a range of subject metter varying .rom basic sci~
srtifig Guta on soils, vegetation, hydrology, to socio-econouic aata.

In mony cases date are availedle but in such a ccatwered forw it *
retrieval is almost as much worl as reexamination of the nrine. — evilsrgae,
Very often the information is not available oun the appropriate regiona’
scale, it is either generalised over tco large an area or not precisely

located.

There are many aspceets of tils general provlew cnd in t.is pape~
I would lixe %o concentrate mcinly on the questions of what cort of
areal precision we need for cvr dasaj; what are the best units on waiclk

to base the collection of trat duta, and what methods of sitorage and— -

retrieval of data might best be employed.

Data is at present colléected in a wide variety of wayss cernnus
data based on census areas (with sample census data based on the same
units) is the main source of basic inforuwation on vopulation and related
topics. In the 1957 censug in Tangenyika these TUA'S (Qorritoriul census
L

enumeration

Cs

areas) were not mapped in detail und tue wroslem orf pa)
areas for the next census is curren’ly en-aging much tiouznt {see V1.
Thomas's paper to this conference), The two sess vi data will uut relate
to the same basic units and will thus lose sone of their comparative

value. DLimited social scurveys carried out by Govermmeut agencies,
commercial firms or academic research workers clso jrovide very vadiuaule
basgic material but once again tiey cre rarcly related to the sauve or
comparable areal units. Ecological, scils work and asricultural studies
derived from Govermment researcliy BACSC based resecrch ctudies from
visiting tezme (of many different lengths of stay) and univergity basecd
research suffer from similar havdicaps., We have no basic framewori

into which we can fit information except rat.er large scale administrative
units. These units form the basis of most of ocur oificial statistical
data though in Tanzanie at least it is not alweys easy to get, say agricul-
tural information at district level or ever -t rezional level with very

auch accuracy.



It ie obvious, I thkink, thet iz such broadly bzsed guestions there
is no single answer, and the problen will look Gifferent teken from the
}.

point of the variocus disciplines. In %

s
collectud and wiick we hope to relate wreally. Do we need our

a
a form in wrich we can exirapolate arnd deduce readily; Ti..u i fle

nininum er<s: on wiiich e cun so.ely

out? On these and other cuestioas re

Some stutistics have most significance et the raticunal level and
are mainly vsed for comparigens orn an internatic.al scale, {the GNE,
per capite i..come etc.) 3ut governmexnts both nere arnd in nore dovalor.
countries are becocming nore aware of tie reed for precise infor -%ion un
the rezion.l distribietion of prodiction, develogprent notenticl, populat: =
and sc on witi:xin the country., :ucir of develo:ient economic plan. .ng can
only be properly designed and implemented with a true appreciction of
agpects or regionel and physicul plamning. I think therefore tMare ic
a strong cace to be mode for a planned collection of dita and for scne

definition of its areal significance.

In Tonzania et present oot data ig gethered cn the asis oI rone
sort ot administrative unit; a rezicn, district, division or sub~divigi.«
or ward. Census enuvmeration arcas are used peri ou*uulLy. The adwiniptrz--
tive network has considerable practical advaniages zs the adwninistrative
officers at all levels can gupervise the collection of data and relate
the cignificance of the data to conditious wituin the working unit of
administration, 1 Bant Africa the locoiior and bovndaries of dictricts
are well defined on maps and we can determiane easily the area with wrich
we are dealing The lower units of adaisistration in Nensani..; the
division and sub-divigion and the village develorment couwittee sreas
have not been very clearly defined and have not so fur been plotted on
maps. Districts are generally too biz to accwrately locute many t,, 's
of information except in a very generzl way and if we are to rnirn

st benefit from the existing adriinistire*ive units in Tunzania tr---
will need to be more closely defined. District. are muck too big .o
form the unit in any samp.ing study and any sm2ller units 2ve not yet
well enough defined for this function. In Eact sfrica 7ith its wattern
of densely porulated 'islonds' separated by spersely popuiated area.,
often based (at least in part) on dis%incbive puysicul differences, our
sanpling unit must be fairly small.

All edminisvrative units do hovever »re ert &« nu ter of provlens
as the long term base for collection cf d:ta s.ougk T:iev .cust elways be
oxe of the units for which informaticn is ;rou;eda Tlie tvio :ajor pr:blens

are that admiristrative units terd to be ¢



during tise cre very difficult to ascesc i the boulc urins o
collectiszr. zre alsc chernging, ani tixt aduinistrative unils vend %o

vary consicerably both in size and suitatilisy for boesic wniss. ey
are not always zenetic units in sl sense Tocugi. Some Lay have tribal,

physiczal or other brses.

I sould now like o look at tue possibilities of two other fypes
of unit of deta collection which have been recently arplied in Sast
Aftica. Thege wre She Land System uuits, bagsed mainiy on an analysis
of physiczl features of the lendscape and gria uults based ou a arbitrary
divigion oi tiie crea. Ir. Thomas in anotier paper will vresent an
analysis of enumeration arcus and loc:lities as basic units.

)

Theoretically we could t ink of a number ol pihyvical end soiia
genetic units which misht provice the basis of data collecuvion. .auic
social divisicns guch ag %the TadWu 1C house cells in wunzania, obuaer
political divisions and in some creas tribal divisiowns have provided
the unit of many sociolo_iczl studies. . priori it would seqw that
many of the problems wiich affect aduinistrative divisions alun affect
genetic social divisions. They tend to change fairly rapidly, and they
also of course tend to overlap if based on tribel,; lirjuistic or .r"rer

similer aliiliationsg. Receat vorl or pre~developmenit studies he . e

-

h . . o . et
concentrated far too eavily on basic data collection in the plysi~-.
sciences and Las comparatively neglected sveigl studiez. It is {..erefore
important that if at all peseible, basic uvnits in the physicul sclceices

should be relateable fairiy readily to units used by the social sclcnee .

The mein theme of research work in the physical sciences has been
to define lund units of a broadly vuniiorm zmature. Ihese units have
ideally been tuougnot of as providing the basis of field and lavoratory
study and alsc of potemticlity of Cevelopuent. The nmain body of early
work in this field has been carried out in the Tese.srch progzramme of
the division of Lund Research of %he CSITOl orjanisation in Australia.
Work of a similar type is now in ,ro.ress at the Soil Jciauce Loboratery,
Department of Agriculture, Oxford wnd rel.ted studies l:ve tees cesrrisd out
at the Land Resources division of Directoraie of Jversess vorveys, London,
the tropical section the Road Resecrch L.rorztor , U.i. and o xuualer of

other agencies.

Australien work has been bosed or surveys waich atteant to provide

a basic inveutory of tne land resurces of a censiderasle ares

(& ey (= ]

e

study area mey vary between 10,007 and 120,000 guunys oiles on the meirl.-d

-

of Australi: and 2,500 to 4,000 suitre miles in the .ore rmourntainouw.,

more forested creas of Few Guines. Befors tre ourver 1it-le waz kb

o n
about the arcas concerneé and aveilable mpiinz is mLirzertary.
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Work is usually split v into .eriads of air protc and ribrary study and

periods of sampling and troversing in the field. Iieid parties 7€

o 3
and geomor: hologists. This work attearts fo daelimit kand units wiown
as LAND SYSTLUS and to desceribe and assess these units in terms of thexv
land resources. Land Sysitems are defined as areas eack with "ifs own
characteristic combination of land forms, soils znd vegetation and con-
sequently its own potential and ovn reaction under any ziven set of

. 2
conditiong”

In Australia land systemns with recvrriing patterns of land charactegi~
stics are usually mappeld oY ncales of beitween 1:280,000 and 1,00,0C0.
Using the report from vair~l —~he above gurotation was talren a5 an examplc
we find that the Hunter Vollev, 2,500 2q. miles in extent has teon brobwn
down into 4% land systexz.: w.ich averz.e about 200 squzre miles in size
but vary frco 4 squara ~i” s So 1334 square miles in area. In mountaincus..
areas land systems tend tc¢ .o 5.0 T v the patiern coaplicated but in
plateau or plainland ove-z i .o 1o much larger and simpler, Thus in
a study of the Alice Spriigi .rea”’ 88 lund systens were zapped in an arus
144,000 sguere miles in extent.

This type of aanping in dustraelia thus produces a base on which
the developinent possibilities cun be eouesved and upeow wiich cocial
and economic data could be superimposed though as far aus I know this

has not yet been carried out with the same thoroughness.

In the last few yemrs the Soil Science laboratory of the Departmer’
of Agriculture at the Univsrsity of (viord has been working on a similar
programme though with some nolilications in approach. They are ernerimu .ving
with procedures whiich rely evea more on the aerial photograph interpret. . tion
though most of their workers hove already had congidcerable field experien-e
in the areas being studied or in contiguous areus, If these peop’ . are

available and if there is 3 usefnl literazure on the arecs concerned

(o]

»

much delimita.ion of land systems can be carried out iz this way though

later field checks are uguanlly necessaly.

Having defined the Lawi gystem ene produced a nap with the tentative
limits of the various syciorgc 1t is necersary to suumarise the data
available for =ach land gy:-.cm. “Within each syctem there is by definiticn
a recurring pattern of +hs moils, vegetation and landforms. Each land
system can thus be Ssxvi: oo in terms of tie land faccets wedel, form it
A land facet is tiae smallzab unit of descrirtior beln, derined ag ‘a part
of the landscape whichi i3 roascnably Lo.ozeneous”. 4 flat vailey loor,
a series of smoothly slopin, even hil-Ctls:es, « river terrzce

Tili, ever s,

3 are exanples
of typical facets. The numbsr of £ c& s witiin 2 luud systes is usually

small, normally about 5 or c ar.i these car be descriced mcost easily in

the form of block dizgran.
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Tre Cxford group of workers hus been experinenting with tais

1

xf
approach i: Bast ifrica. 4 draft land systems map of Uganda has

ot

already beer prepared mainly based on the field experience of

¥r C. Ollier formerly of tkhe Usznda Department of gricvlture. A lad
system map of pert of lernys iz bein; »repared, and one of northern
Tanzanis is also under way. ke Ugande map is notv yel rutlished but
approximztely 95 lend systems have been distinguished in tiic area df
91,134 cguare miles ecch land systenm averaging almost 950 square miles.
Tre tmusake land system is illustrated in figure 1, and this block
diagram illustrates the main facets within that land system. I Lle
recording nethoa used at present the block diagrem is priuted o e
outside of a small folder which containg two typical air piotogr :us
of the syatewm, annotated if necessary. =©The rear side of tiie foluer may
contain inform:tion on soils, ve _etation and clia. te of the lund syste
and an index to the most imjortant literature on the =rea (figure 2

attached).

The land system unit thugs provides a convenient npigeon hole
in which to place available date about tue rhyzical feasures of plece
of country. Infommation onr the soils, agriculture or enzgineering ypropertios
velufed to oue part of a facet within this land system can be assumed
to be generally applicable to other parts of that facet elgewhere in the
system, It is important therefore that data is reluted to facets.
Experiments have established that this system of storage and retreival
of data has some important uces; it hos been utilised in road surveys
where much time is saved by using land systems ana facets ag ihe basis
of sampling for engineering properties. It can alco be utilised for
soils and weter supply characteristics which are closely related to the
facet characteristics.

Obviously in development prozrammes many other f.ctors are *=vol-ed
but the basic land use potentiality will very conciderably from one
land system to another and these should certainly form one of the

bases of land use and developizent studges.

The other method which has been uzed recedtly in Tanzunia is to
set up an empirical gygtenm of units vaoich can be readily uced in coipu~
ter calvulations. Staniord Recearci: ¢..it working on thie Yen-Zemn road
link studies, devised one such syitew Icr this wroject and sugge:o
its extension to other work in iait . frica. Prey used a map grid with 10 km.
squares as the basic framework for their study wré all vzta was 2ssigned
to its cwn 'box' on the grid. It wis cuggested vy the team that e cscheme

of input and output calcuivicas for poarticuiar Gevelopmunt purpcsus

w
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could be mnde for e.ch s uare an. virious v.eoreticil medels could be
derived frc.e tizese. In & more zeneraligsed citudy srouns of the vasic

unite covld be mode up to for. 10C km gguures. ZIliu soundés o sinple

and workable systen but some snaygs develon when ti.ig is ~-plied Uil 2

largc scale. Firstly there is the moti:ematicel wroblem iwovolve . i
fitting a grid systea to the curved suifice of t.e e.xth., If i. is
extended for a long distence gapno a pear between squares or dissortion
occurs. This can be remedied but it makes tlie wuole trnia, less simpl.
tnan it first aprears. The other problem is that the boundaries of

tie grid are not easily defined in the field as thev are not rei.ced

to features wiich occur the e.artie surface. This may not be a handicup
to o visiting team with good methods of fixing location but must be

a problem to most local and other workers., Anotaer cuag is thut as

the grid is quite arbitery it ic likely to cut ccross many basic physici:l
or social units and the ratlier mecnanical use of ti:e zrid method night
lead to gome stren e results. There is little possibility of exica-~
polating the physical data beyond the results obitained anéd as noula-
tion totals in grids will very .idely, they will not nrovide good zaapling

units for cociological data.

The great advantaze of the grid system ig it. simple build up

I.~1

into units of different scales for different purposes and its simple
form as an aid to computer anclysig, and as a basis for sampling areal
? &

J
data. However units such as land systems and census areas or village
development areas con quite readily be resolved imto simpler models for
the basis of calculation and for simulation exercises, They do ! ve
the problem that they have different areas, but for soeiological data
the enumeration areas in Tanzania with their siailar porulation number

will be roughly equal units.

The most imporvant conclusioa I wigch to drew is thet it is
urgently necessary thot information on regiuvnal aspects of development
in EBast Africa De coherently organized wnd reedily available for
development studies. DRegiornel developuent progromames are becoming an
integral part of our »lanning and we woon need to lock &t trc whole
question of land uge potentizl in the context of locul develon.ent
possibilities. It ig probebly inmpractical to cusest thwt all woriers

should attemyt to use the ssme bogic ui:ivs for study prosruszes for
1 AR o <

widely - different purposes but it is obviously essenti_.l that any uaits
are clearly defined and renGily related to othwer units werosz fields cof
study. This ceems vo be & Tigld in viidich "zniversity coull vell take a
lezsd, in attempting to outline and exreriment with varicrc pogsibilities

and coming up with scme firw nroposalic. It would selil feacible in Tanzazia



for ingtozce to0 orzanise physicsl data on the basis of land systens

and sociolorical data on the dasis of unit eaumeration areas as suggestied
by “r. Thones in hig paper for tlis meeting, ¥hot is esgential is the
both of these syctems be accurstely manped so thait tuey could be
corrclated ore wit:i another, In most cimes the enumeration areas would
be siiziler than the land sysstems so tin.t data from e number of enume-
ration arvas would be relevant *to zny one lurd system. One of the most
important results would be th:xt e could use tliese U .itc as sample study
areas on a district bacis and set up a coierent data ctore based on
these two purameiers. Possidly siwilar conclusions wigi:t be reached
with regerd to Uganda and Kenya and tie more uniform our approach to

this problem the more worthwhile tie results.

NOTES: . 1. Commonwealth Scientific Industrial and Lesearch Orgarization,

Australia.

2. General report on the Lands of the Ihwmter Valley. I .4

Regearch Series No.5 CSIROC Austrelia 1963 p.9

Lands of the slice Springs area MNorthern Territory; Lund

Research Series Ho.6 C3IR0 Australiz 13962,

Figure 1. The Masaka Land System. Block diagram and basic data (not

duplicated).

Figure 2. Tucet data for the llasaks land system.
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PROTEST IOVE!ENTS II' “ESTERN UGANDA: SOIE PARATLALS AND CONTRLSTS

-

Ankole and Toro are two neighbouring kingdoms in the Western Regi@n
of Uganda. They are divided kingdoms. In the past decade or two each of
them witnessed the emergence of a protest movement which challenged some
fundamental assumptions of hierarchy and subordination on which their
political structures had traditionally been based. These movements repre-
sented reactions against established orders which were, or which were at
lcast eonsidered to be, too inflexible to allow for smooth accomodation »f
demands for participation by new political groups. They fed or resentmant
against disproportionate allocations of chieftainships and other sinecur:e,
against differential distribution of educational opportunities like bursaries
and other advantages in upward social mobility, and agsinst burdens of
taxation felt to be unequal, especially if considered acainst the benefi-
obtained in return.

Underneath these claims were deep-seated grievances over alleged in‘eric-
rity and contemptuous treatment accorded to particular segments in the pirral
societies of Ankole and Toro. In the last instance, however, the emergencs
of the Bairu movement in Ankole and the Rwenzururu movement in Toro is. to
be accounted far by the effects of the spread of education, a relative r.. e
and equalization of incomes largely due to the diffusion of cash-crops grown
by peasant farmers, and a general infusion ef more egalitarian - alues, which
all militated against a continued acceptance of social and political inequa-
litye

Notwithstanding the close vicinity of the two kingdoms, the bairu anc
Rwenzururu movements originated indevendently of one another and have - indi-
cative enough of the district-centered basis of polities in Uga.ada - never
been linked up together, nor to similar manifestations of prote.t elsewherc
in the country. They overlapved in *time, since the Bairu movement was over
its peak by the time when the Rwenzururu movement was in its infancy.

Though in earlier years there had been a series of comparable :ncidents

and organizational activity as a prelude to the eruption of conflict in

the two district-kingdoms, these led up to a movement which only gradually
grew and dwindled in strength in Ankole, but to a belated, sudden and

severe outburst of enmity in Toro. Though they had their roots in basically
identieal factors of social inequality, the movements eventually split their
societies along quite different lines. Because of these different cleavages,
the movements ultimately found themselves pressing for increasingly
divergent demands. Nonetheless they had built on similar grievanczs and c~
the outset had had virtually identical goals. Though ia part tli - emergence
had been induced by the introduction of similar mechanisms designed to wicen
the extent of popular participation in decision-making, in Ankole these
mechanisms were capable of accomodating a substantial part of the demands
and to that extent contributed to political integration of the society.

In Toro, however, these mechanisms proved inadequate to cope with t:.e
challenges they had helped to unleash and consequently broke dosn wider tue
ensuing strains. Since a significant measure cof adjustment was ack’e. :3
Ankole, the Bairu movement against Banime overlordship has beccme 1 .t%le

known outside that kingdom, whercsas in Toro, when originslly similar



demends had not- been satisfactorily met, the Rwenzururu -movement rapidls:
evolved from an internal Tarc- affeir to a-maior pational-congerpiwith even

some intermational implications. ... ...
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Over time the twc movements developed rather vomparable’'divisYors
within themselves.” But wherehs the continued existence of-a ‘PAsgruntled
elerment of the Bairu movement does not seriously-imvede fthe effective
exercise of authority and the formulation of some integrative ' policies,
the proliferation of the hard core of Rwenzururu continues tc pose a major
obstacle in the way of any normalization of governmental functions, let

alone political integration,

II. The Bairu Movement

3 . P oo e -
Judging by semantics alone, the Bairu movement in Ankole had to be

integrative. Dependlnr on thc extent to which Baklga Bagaﬂda and other
immigrants into Ankolc have been a551m11ated the term Balru (s1ng iwi?l)
refers to approximately 85-S55 of the Ankole populatlon Whlch totals
about 800,000, The tcrm is not without some amb1gu1ty,»s1nc; ig denotes
both an ethnic group, the peasant class, and "serfs", which traditionally
were considered to be coterminous. As a differentiation of these meanings
has not developed, the pejorative implications make the term rather
unpopular with most inhabitants of Ankole. Only very few people in the
vanguard of what, for lack of a substitute, still has to be called the
Bairu movement, have taken the step of using the word Mwiru with a sense
of pride. More usually people prefer to speak of themselves as Banyunkore,
though often they go on to specify that they mean "pure" Banyankore, a
subtle difference which seeks to reaffirm legitimate political ard social
rights for the "original® inhabitants. The identification with Ankole

seems crucial, however, even if at times some people may have wanted to

elaim Ankole for the Bairu to the exclusion of others.

Possibly as a reaction to this, the Bahima have in recent years also
identified themselves increasingly as Banyankore. Since they have lost
power, their minority pesition (about T of the population), their social
aleefness from the Bairu, as well as recollections by the latter of their
past domination, tend to keep them on the alert for possible discriminatory
measyures. Social distance is still very great, which iz illustrated by
the faet that intermarriage‘hardly takes place. Some of the more irreco-
ed}gble Bairu also hold the view that since the "Hamites" (a term uncr: -
tically borrowed from an earlier generation of.anthropologists> are
invaders who entered Ankole some 500 years ag:., they should go back to
where they came from. At least outwardly, th refore, the Bahima seek to
teong down $heir exclusive identity and arrive at a common denominator,
Yike the Bairu but for different reasons. Contemporary lack of appeal ol
the terms Bairu and Bahima thus has the effect of strengthening the
unifying qualities of the word Banyankore.



But it is not Jjust in words that the Bairu movement was icd to be
intezrative., Bairu esnd Bahima were spread throughout most of Ankole,
though not in equal proportions, with Bahima in superior positions znd
Baire on the whole in subordinate status. This made it corwelling for
the Bairu to first press for equality in status, later for an excnange
of leadership roles. Rather than seeking their own kingdom, structural
conditions caused them to bring about pressure for absorption into the
existing political hierarchy.

Did it, in retrospect, necessitate a movement vhich agsregated forces
and exerted influence to achieve this absorption? Perhzps the sheer increase
in output of educated perscnnel, tiic composition of which had since the lave
1940's come to spproximate morec closely the actuel propcrtions of Bairu and
Behima in Ankdle, would eventually have led to the same results. Besides,
in the post-war years the Protectorate administration had started to
initiate policies which, by themselves, would eventually bring about wider
popular participation in the affairs of government. Bairu, however,
considered they could not rely on such autonomous mechonisms, siicc they
felt conscious efforts were applied to keep them out of influence. After
all, the Bahima were belicved to have been the first to crganize themselves
to defend their interests wherc these clashed with those of the escending
Bairu. Moreover, it has not been commen for dependent popul2tions to
readily assume 2an ultimately der:erztizins outcome of colonial lerislative
measures.

Judging from actual happenings in the 50's, the role of the Luiru
movement apnears to heve been one which surmorted, stren: hened oA cecelaradal
trends towarus increasiag parru participation and invivence wnlel Wor€ aLrescy
wdsr way =rd nsy *thue in soie oriileal instonces have helohed the process to ot
over the hump. Beside this, the movement should be considered as a natural
corollary of the emcrgence of the Bairw as a politically couscious group and ag
a consummation of their slowly gained emancipation. If it had not achieved
anything else, the psychological satisfactions and the heil-htensd self-confi-

dence with which it infused its members should still be considered as a major
function of the movement.

The framework of conflict in Ankole — some contrasts with Rwanca

But was pressure for integration the only alternative opcn to the
Bairu movement? In neighbourin~ Rwanda a comparable, though by no means is
all aspects similar, ethnically stratified society becae involved in a
violent revolution during which Bahutu abruptly threw off Batutsi overrule.
The Bairu movement in Ankole, while at times it may have been imbued with
revolutionary zeal, has at no point been involved in =ny scrious clashes,
nor did it intend to be so. There were no demonstraticns, ns “i-his, no
imprisonments, and it actually never came to wobilizing the peacint masses.

B

(As a matter of fact, it appears that when the Bairu revemernt had swollem to

its most ineclusive size, it becamc too unwieldy to be very effective.)

There is a strong inclination +c¢ assuie that the Rwenda sitiation was
more serious than that in Ankolc oné c-nsequently lea to a revolution.
However, for some time the Ankolic dissersions were pnrohatly 2t lczst 2s severe
¢es those in Rwanda and may nonethcless not have led 4o a similzar sudden

avalenchn partly because the issues vere handled in a different way, and



partly becsuse some factors wade It possible to handie
As late as 1956, for example, ths Crmpabe of
a visit to Rwanda, held up ethnic relationships in

example to the Banyankore:
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"In Ruanda, there are three types of people, namely Sahutu, Batutsi

and the Batwa.

They work together in cooperution

210G ... their

. N . \
mctto is 'Omuguha gw'enyabushatu' ( 2 rosewith three siranls )

representing these classes of pecple in Ruanda.
viith me that no courtry should exgzsct

cooperation and disunity.
subversive elements in =2
ends are fatal.

Pivision and hotred en~incered
country exhibit a gloomy picture
T should like you to be 'Omuguha ;v'enyabushatu'.

Tou will =11 agree

pregress if there is lack of
oy

and their

That is when we shall achieve Ankole's will as a naticn."1)

In contrast to Rwanda, however,

achieved in Ankole.
a sudden realization of the chan:es
of political support from one group
and clerical authorities. Instead,
new ordinances governing the powers
in Uganda allowed for ~iccemeal but
the Bairu in Ankole affairs. These

continued to wet appetites: hence a

comparatively smcoth integration was

In contrast to Rwanda, tco, thare hod not been in Ankcole

of time and a subseguent abrupt transfer

to another on the part of adninistrative

the introduction since 1¢4& of various

argl corpositions of district administrations
proypressively increasing participation by

measures continucd to satisfy dermands and

fairly constant strife which for some years

seemed graver than in Rwsnda, but no rapid culmination inte a violent
outburst.
But other conditioning elements, which werc not available in hwanda,

slso led in the sane direction in Ankole. The nunbers: of Bahutsi

(approximately 15%) were larger thanu those of the Bahimn in Ankole. Besides,

these Batutsi appear to have been spread out ucre than the Brhima were,

and a larger prooscrticu of Batutsi was found in a chiical

. - s
dircetliy hiernz

position vis-e-wviz Bahatu subordisnioes then there were Brbinn in respect of
Bairu. The ix jericy of Bahima in JArkole still lead a nasgtoral 1ife detached

from and disi.tarested in the affairs of government, and it has in fact only
been a surprisingly small chiefly class of Zohima who nave managed to hold

on to the key positions during the first half of this ceatury. Lost of the

pastoral Bahima, morcover, had left for Eusgrnia durings -he criticol years of

transition (late 40's till early GOfs) due to the encrcachment of tsctse fly
(It rust be dozbted, however, vhether

in large parts of Ankole. their presence

in Ankole would have made much difference; in previous centuries thelr supericr

military skills had made them a formidable force to be recimoned with and had,
indeed, formed the basis of their hegemcny, but these jualitics ncever becare
a factor or even a consideration during the last o ieczdcs.) For these
various reasons, the Batutsi political elite was stron-er ar . more strongly
entrenched than the Eahir:

rulinz group. The Batutsi were powerful enough to

put up a resistance, ihe BEzhima were in a s.nse too vezk to bte thrcvn off.

1) Speech ty Fubambansi the Oriealb

at the Creninrs
Eishengyero of inkole, e

g
17 Jamusry, 1883,



Equelly irportant, however, wes probebly the fact that in =z closed
system like Rwanda there was hardly any choice for the incuibent elite but
to try and maintain its position, =2nd no choice for the Eszhutu leadership
but to press to become at least part of this elite. In Ankole, hcowever,
many people, Bahima as well as Bairu, who found or whe would have found their
way blocked to positions in the lccal establishment, were able to find
alternative employment in the wider universe of Uganda anl fost africa.
Its forming part of a larger entity thus made it possible for much of the
steam to be let off from the Anxcle pelitiecal system.

The contrasting evidence from Ankole and Rwanda suc-ests that ethniecally
divided sub-systems within larger, rnational frareworks =zre in a better
rosition to reach political inte;ration within thermselves then are 'national'
plural societies, since the actual cr possible spill-over to the national

center of part of the educated class competing for elite positions in sub-
systems is likely to result in a diminuation of tension irn such sub-systems.

Orizins and limitaticns of the Beiru movement

Did the nature of the framework in which the Bairu mcvernent cane to
operate suggest that its aims could be obtzined in an e=sy walk-zver?
Certainly the above factors alleviated the situntion if compared vith that
in Rwanda. But the Bairu movement cnnnot be considered to have at nll stages
put up a unified force which assumed control of affeirs and took possession
of the spoils as a matter of course. Several factors, some of its own makinc,
perheps some engineered by its couwonents, =and some a matter of plain objective
conditions, thwarted its cffectiveness. Irdirectly, the resulting: frustrati ns

also accuunted for a fairly coatinucus high level of tension.

When, in the exxrly 30's, 2 hendful of educated bairu took the daring

initiative of dicr. .csine rovszpe of commol coacern like merit as criteria of

ey 1id so, purposely, uuder the cloak

e ) iy
v

appointment intc coe

of a "C.M.S. Asscotrvwon Club", vhich was essentially Protestent. 1In 1840,

when Bahima studex’: at the Protestant Ebarara High Scheol foundel an

ve

organization called “Famwe Kamwe" ("One by one", an abbreviation cf a

Kinyankore prover® "Cne by one to_.ether makes a bundle'), the Protestont Bairu

students at that school reacted by establisnine an assoclation called

"Obutsya Nibwira" {f _om another proverb which, significart for the modest

aspirations of the slw:s, means "The daughtzr will ecusl her mothor®). When,
in 1949 and chovtly efter whe fivst Iwizy farersi {(chief rinister) had been

installed, scms renivn stcdents at ILH.S.. probl "y influcnce” By olhers,
wrese a letter Lo *he Qumgube protesting i io.o.v ile encroachment of Bairu

on positions to which shey scnsidered thencslves she richtful inheritants,

\
¢

this again sparzed oil' wivong reactions meinly =mong Protestsnt Esiru. Thourh

¢

Bairu consuliations had been held with varying freguercy hefore that time,

it is probauly from this point cuavards that one can rishtfully speak of the
existence of a Bairu movement. Incidentelly, it wes 2lso after ikis incident
that too Eohima Associztion care 2osut. which had as its rmain sim the defence

<

and furcherance of Bahima intcrs+s in irkole,



During its various stages cf development the Bairu movenent consisted

-

to a large extent of nightly meetings of prominent Bairu (with many teachers
among them) from different narts of fnkole. They came together to discuss
common problems and interests, work out solutions and strategies and, as

the name implies under which the moverent became most widely lnown,
Fumanysna, "to get to know each othcr." Through these leaders vwho repre-
sented, and served as a link with vsrious areas aond sul-groups in ankele,

the Bairu movement was able to reach a substantial part of the population,

&

which could thus effectively be kept in touch with the general line cf
thinking. DlMsanwhile, particularly in times when it was not fully preoccupied
with immediate issues, its meetings served as much as a mutucl help society
concerned with the irprovement of standards of living, educational »rogress
and the general well-being of its members, as they constituted a political
organization. It also maintained 2 fund, Mutasu ('For the future',, out

of which school fees for nceldy students were paid.

Though the scope of its activities was Ankole-wide, the .:airu novement
attracted its following to a large extent from the central and nore hcavily
populated parts of the kingdcm. This central location iwade it ersier for
people from these parts to attend mectings than for others frowm more periphercl
areas. bBut the centrally situated counties of Ankolc¢ likc Shera, Xiara and
parts of Rwampara and Kashari are =2lso the areas where the cultivation of
coffee and other cash-crops has for a long time been uniertaken successfully.
Especially 'in Shema and Igara the pcpulation consists almost wholly of bairu,
end among them there exists a greater epirit of independence and radicalism
than can be found in other areas of Ankcle. lLiost of the militant Sairu
leaders who have eome on the scene since the 40's have been from these aresas,
and most of these even attended the same primary school at Xavwecsne in Shema.
Finally, due mainly to historical accidents, these central areas also happen
to have rather larger proportions of Protestants than of Cathciics. Catholics,
are more predominant in outlying counties of Ankole such as Zunyarucuruy,
Buhwe ju and Ibanda.

In its antecedents and from its actual inception, the Bziru rovement
was thus mainly a Protestant affair.. Only a few Roman Catholics are said
to have been involved in its meetings from an esrly date on. It was not until
the time of the first clecticn of an fugenzi vy the Eishenryerc, in 1955, and
during a short time afterwards, that Catholics and Protestzntis participated
equally in the endeavours of the Bairu movement. Yet Catholize numisr more than
50% among the Bairu and they had becn discriminated 27aing more clesrly in, for
example, the allocation of Jjobs than Protestant Bairu ha?d teen. Their differenc
with the Bahima, who are virtually all Protestant inasfzxr as they have been
Christisnized, are much wider than those of the Protestont 3airu, whe had been
in contact with Bahima in school, church, and to some extei.t iIn ~overrrent.

Is it a paradox that it was the Protestant Bairu n~rd not the Jctholics

who stood up against Bahima overrule? The prewosition hzs often been made that
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conflict will be less between groups which share one or more over-arching
values than between groups vho are dividend along a more cumulative set of
nariteria., Why then does not this hypothesis hold true in Ankole, where
Protestant Bairu have their religion in common with the Bahima, and Catholic
Bairu are distinct from the Bahima not only in ethnic but also in religious
reapects?

One is tempted to think, with i1ax ¥eber, thet there was an element in
the nature of the two religions vhich mades the Protestants mcre militant,
the Catholics more submissive. Though theirs was not the "Xing's religion",
Catholics have been more respectful of the Omugabe's authority than Protestant
Bairu, The latter at one time titled their leader Ruteremva ("He whe cannot
fail"), which in royalist circles was taken to suggest svpericrity ever the
king., Many of them regard Bagyendanwa, the royal drums and traditionally the
source of all power, as no more than a piece of wood, and the kingship itself

as a reminder of Bahima domination.

Probably, however, it was in large part the very closeness of contact
itgelf, which prompted the Protestant Bairu, and not the Catholic Bairu, to
challenge the privileges accorded to the Bahima. Because of the greater
degree of communication between them, the Protestant Bziru could be more easily
sensitized to the relative advantazes given to their Bahima schoolmutes,
fellow congregationists, end colleozues in government service. Catholics,
on the contrary, who were largely absorbed in their own affairs, had by and
large been out of touch with what went on & the center of the pclitical
system. Partly out of unawareness and partly for lack of perspectives they

heve long tended to accept their second class citizenship as a fact of life,

Equally important, though not unconnected with their better chances, was
that Protestant Bairu on the whole appear to have besn comperatlivcly ore
advanced than Catholic Bairu in matters of educational attainment. They also
tended to achieve relatively greater financial prosperity due tc the cultivation
of cash-crops, Generally Protestants displayed a greater achievement orientation
than Catholics. Iore Protestant than Catholic Bairu felt that they could
improve their standards of living further if they were given a chance, but
believed that failures to do so were often due to obstacles put in their way

by Bahima influentials,

The pattern of interaction of variables of ethnicity and religion in Anicle
thus points to the need for a more complex thesis than one which merely states tha*
greatest cenflict will occur vhere there are greatest differences. Conflict con

occur between groups which have lesser . s .
differences amongst each other, anl may leave groups vwhich are cistinct in

additional respects relatively unaffected. This is the casc if factors of
social mobilization happen to bring closest competiticn between clesest groups.

Ethnicity or religion are no Goubt of crucial impcertence as Ceterminants
of the nature and depth of conflict. Cther slements being equel, conflict may
indeed be more severe in cases of' greater cumuletion of cultural differences
than in cases with more overarchins values., ZEthnicity, religion, language and
race easily introduce and augment eimctions arnd irraticnzlities surrcunding
conflict.,
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But more often than not conflict between groups is ultimctely not
spurred by the distinguishing properties and symbols which diviie them, but
by relative differences in educeticnal achievement, eccnomic prosperity and
general social and political advancement wnderlying them. Conflict is
likely to occur and increase where, on these criteria, changes take place in
the social distance between grcups. Challenges to the leadership position
of an ethnic or religious sub-group are more likely to come from the group
which has come closest to it in achievement at varicus levels, no matter
in what way or how much or how little it is cwlturally diffcrent from it,
than from the group, whatever its differences may be, whose cxtent and relative
speed of social mobilization do not give it the motivation an® nerspective tc
enter a competition for additional political and social benefits.

Ethnicity, religion and party wmolities in Ankole

Whereas the Bairu moverent drew its main strength from the Protestants,
this fact eventually also entaiied its weakness. Cathclics were induced to
join the Bairumeetings in the uid-£0's, when the fullest possible pressure
seemed required to get a iwiru Enganzi elected. They reluctuntly came in,
though in the expectation to get therfair share in the rewards once a Bairu
administration would have taken office. Disenchantment started vhen they felt
that Protestants still rcaped most of the benefits, feor vhich, in order to win
them, they had Fiven their support. Protestants, on thc other hand, considerc?
that it was they who had borne the brwnt in the novemeat for Boiru alvancement,
that they had more qualified people readily available tc taize up positions, a”
that amongst themselves there was a clearer nesd to distribute  1ovards than
among the Catholics.

Catholics subsequently became disgruntled and defected from the shortli-
ved Jjoint Bairu camp. The victories of the Bairu movement were thus followed

shortly by a dwindling of its ecnergy.

During the latter half of the 50's the Bzhima saw their nosition going
downwards as well. With the increasing politicization »f effairs in the
irmmediate pre—independence period they looked for allies =nd round them in
the Catholic Bairu. In the Iate 50's a coalition grew beitwecewn Protestant Bahine
and Catholic Bairu, which eventually found its orgerizetiociial basic in the
Democrgtic Party when it branched out into Ankole. Thzy vicn the first general
elections held foar the Eishengyero and as a result formed the government fron

1961 till 1963, when it was renlaced by the Uganda Pecple's Congress.

After 1960 the Protestant Bairu gave their support in large majority to
the UPC. The UPC had come about as a merger between a wing of the Upanda
National Congress and the Uganda People's Union, the latier of whick had had
its basis mainly in the Testern lkiegicn.Since political parties in uganda
originated largely at the center, it had taken some sorting cut Lelore the
local complexities of the districts had found their expressinn in —urty
rivalries. The UPU and the UNC had to some extent been cuttins acrsss ethnic
divisions, but in the final analysis their rembership ivias srouebly *s0 small
and their leadership too irpermanent to make this fact a very resrr-ful one.
However, since in the late £0's and early 6C's the mrobable size of election

returns became a major consideration in politiczl czleulations in .‘nkole, and
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since the bulk.of -voters, oronstituted by the Bairu, started to be organized
increasingly along religious lines into the DP and UPC, it became irperative
for the leaders of both parties to try amd tip the balance. The largely
Catholic Bairu DP had Bzhima support, which the Protestant Bairu UPC now felt
it needed as well and which it was prepared to pay a price for.

Henceforth ethnic rivalries were played down, partly by calculation, but
partly also because some key personalities who had longstanding reputations
of trying to bridge Bairu-Bahiue divisions had found their way into or behind
UPC circles. 4 minor and accidental factor was that some of the Bahima
leaders of the UPU had, after the merger, naturally switched over to the higher
echelons of the UPC in Ankole.

In spite of these circumstances the UPC was not able, however, to attract
any substantial amount of Bahima votes, but it did keep some influential Bahima
among its leadership. It was a curious anticlimax to find, after all the
efforts to mobilize the Bairu during the preceding decade, a significant part
of the leadership of the .JAnkole 0P as well as of the UPC in the early 60's in
the hands of Eahima, and four Bahima among the six M.P.'s returned by both UPC
and DP to the National Assembly in 1962.

In view of the longstanding lack of empathy between ethnic groups in Ankole
it is not surprising that some suspicions and friction should have developed in

both political parties, though most pronounced and openly so within the UEC.

As a matter of fact, there is among Bairu a widely held theory that Bahima
deliberately stirred up Catholic-Protestant and DP-UPC rivalries so as to keep
the Bairu divided, and then, distributing themselves over the two parties,
subsequently managed to gain control over both, all as part of a grand design
to perpetuate their political influence. There are also some issues connected
with land tenure and the allocation of development resources which some Bairu
feel have been handled in such a way as to give disproportionate privileges to

"those who have fallen into things," inany of whom are Bahima.

Leaving aside the merits of these charges, it is a fact that they add fuel
to further articulation of Bairu agrievances. As a result, a continuation and
revival of the Bairu movement can be found in one of the factions which at
present divide the UPC in Ankole. For the leaders of this group the remnants

of the movement attract as a ready-mede source of political supprt.

The UPC group in office feels, on the contrary, that times have changed
and that the issue of the day is no longer one of all-pervasice Bahima
dominatisn. They consider that cooperation and understanding are necessary
and possible between Protestants and Catholics, Bairu and Bahima, and that
accentuating their mutual differences will in the long run work to nobody's

advantage but to the detriment of the whole.
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It is clear that the nature of the Bairu movement has changed
considerably over timc. as an emancipatory movement, building solidarity end
self-confidence, it contributed positively to the integrity of Ankcle sociaty.
Though originated and carried forvard mainly by Protestants, in its earlier
stages it could with some justicc purpert to speak for all Bairu. At one
time it did represent most Bairu,Catholics as well as Protestants, but after
disagreements developed over the distribution of rewards, it shrank back to
its basis of the more militant Protestant Bairu. From its more general
concerns over the needs for irprovement in standards of living it became
increasingly involved in pressing for spoils for its more fervent followers,
and finally developed into an expression of Pather narrow factionalism.
Enancipation and integration being achieved in most respects, the temptations
of using surviving feelings of dissension as a basis for political support
have induced it to demand total victory, and total defeat. But the enemy is
now largely an imagined one.

"They have killed the¢ animel, and they now want to eat it," as a critic

said,

III. The Rwenzururu Mcvement

Rwenzururu means "The mounteins of heavy rainfall" and is the Rukonjo name
for the range, since Stanley's time called Ruwenzori or kountains of the loon,
which lies along the border of the Republic of Congo and the Kingdom of Tord
in Uganda. Its precipitous terrain, its slimate and vegetation form a sharp
contrast to those of the gently hilly parts of Toro which begin east of its
slopes., Northwest of the massif, also on the Congo border, are the plains
of Bwamba which stretch into the Ituri forest. The Bakonjo of the mountains
and the Baamba of the plains have both maintained contacts with segments of
their tribes which are situated in neighbouring Congo. Together they number

about 350 of the population of Tcro, which now totals over 400,000,

In recent years Rwenzururu has become the name of a movement which
pressed for a separate district for Baskonjo and Baamba. Since June 30, 1962,
it has also been the name of a secessionist state, the Bwenzururu Kingdom
Gvernment. But the word Rwenzururu signifies more than that. It is a symbol
with strong emotional appeals, repeated in sonts and legends, and encompassing
an entire range of attitudes of opposition
against Toro rule. There are sharp differences in opinion and policy between
various sections of Bakonjo and Baamba, yet most of them subscribe to the label
of Rwenzururu to designate each of their particular sets of nolitical aspira-
tions. Thus, whereas in Ankole the word Bairv is avoided, in rmch of Toro
the term Rwenzururu is a password. loreover, while terms like Ankole and
Banyankore have some integrative guality to t em, the oppcsite is true for
"Toro" and "Batoro". Bakonjo snd Eaamba are regarded as, and have long been
led to regard themselves as different from Datoro. Calling themselves Batoro
would at present be inconceivable tc them. To Rwenzururians Toro is now the
Batoro's kingdom (to most Batoro as Well), with which they oprefer to have as

little to do =2s possible, and whose legitimacy they disnute.



The pattern of distribution of the population in Toro and the conditions of
the terrain which formed the hebitat cf Zekonjo and Baambz were quite basic.
Territorially the Bakcnjo and Basmba had long been living separately from the
Batoro. Only in recent decades, when Bakonje had come dovm the slopes of
Ruwenzori to cultivate cottcn and when a number cf Batoro had mcved to Bwarba
to start growing coffee, had day to day contacts between Bakonjc and Baamba
on the one hand and Batoro on the other become more frequent. Yet Bakonjo
and Baamba had in many ways been treated as different, separate and inferior,
and if anything, the limited increase in contacts had accentuated these atti-
tudes. The historical traditions of Bakonjo and Basmba, whick do not cont~in
evidence of effective submission of their areas to the Alakamz of Toro at

any time before the arrival of the British, also affirm the »revious separste
existence of the three tribes. Thus the history as well as the location of
the peoples concerned could easily bring the idea of a separate district to
mind when dissatisfaction over the association with Toro mcunted and led to

a breaking-point. Later, when the Toro government had proved to be quite
inflexible in the face of Bakonjo and Besamba aspirations, ani the central
government indicated it could not, on grounds of national unity, .-ive in

to the demands for a separate district, it was the special characteristics

of the habitat of Bakonjo and Baamba which made it possible for them to declar
themselves independent. The Ruwenzori mountain areas are extreinely
inaccessible; effective administration had never become established in the
higher altitudes and, in a scnse, anybody could set up an independent
government there without facing the consequences for some time.

Other factors being equal, indications from the limited case experiencc-~
of Ankole and Toro are that systems of domination by one ethnic group over
others, whose sructures of social and political stratificaticn are undergoing
rearrangement causing increased demands for political participation by merber.
of the dominated group(s) to be made, are in a better position to achieve
political integration if members of the ruling class and the doninated strata
are in close physical and socizl proximity throughout the territory of the
system than in cases where members ¢’ aterritorially separate sub-group, from

which most incumbents of elite positions are drawn, exercise authority over
other territorial sub-groups which constitute a dominated class.

Isolated existence of ethnic sub-rroups within the sarme political framewcsk
deoreases the possibilities for bridging mutual misunierstaiidings and leaves
few checks on the development of distorted sterectypes auout the other groups.
Isolated existence of mutually antipathetic sub-groups also increcses the
possibilities and hence the temptations, for organized hoistiiity.

Back ground to conflict

The chances for reconciliation were, therefore, more limited to begin
with in Toro than they were in Ankcle., Yet a radically different approach
to the issues by the Toro authorities might have made it peossiblc to maintain
the minirmum vf repport which was essential if a lasting solution to the confli-
ct was to be achieved. If for instance, they hai shown tneir ;reparedness
to substantially increase the number ¢f Z2konjo snd baszmba irn ;:overn:iient
positions, as well as the amcunt cf bursaries, rcdical facilities and other
social benefits to be awarded to ther, 3akonjo and Besmba ndrht -ell have
abstained from their subsequent escalation of demends., dEssential, too,

would have been a genuine appreciation cf the grievances invelved and a .



A skirmish about some of these words was actually cne cof the Incidents
which brought the Rwenzururu crisis out into the cpen. %Whe prior tc indepen-
dence comsultations tcok place in the Constituticnal Committec of the Toro
Rukurato on the contents of the future constitution fer Teorc, Bakenjo and
Baamba leaders (who had only belatedly been admitted tc these discussions)
insisted that the new Toro ccustitution should explicitly recognizg Bataro,
Bakonjo and Baamba as the three tribes of Toro. They also demended that one
should speak of the Kingdom of Toro rather than of Toro Kin:dom, - a desideratur
which the subtlty is even harder to grasp than its mcdesty. The Toro establi-
shment could not see its way to granting parity in recognized stztus for Baorbo
and Bakonjo, howeven In response to this refusal the lezders of these #wo tribe
staged a walk-out from the proceedings, followed by a boycot of the Rukurato by

most Bakonjo and Baamba representatives.

Whereas up till early 1962 Hakonjo and Baemba still acknowledged the
legitimacy of the Kingdom of Toro, their bids for equal status thereafter
passed through a rapid evolution until, less than a year later, they claimed
not only their owvn areas bt the whele of Toro as the ferritery of Rwenzururu
Kingdom., Unfulfilled demandsfor parity in Toro thus led to parity in stakes
in legitimacy on Toro. 4n account of traditional history was readily accepted
in which the Batoro came in the 1830's as invaders from Bunycro into Rwenzurmir:
under the rebel prince Ksboyo (and according to which they did not split off
Toro from Bunyoro on the basis of the population found there, which is a more
generally accepted interpretation). This invasion would have had the effect
of pushing the Bakonjo intc the mountains and separating them from the Bagand
to which they comsider themselves remctely akin. (It is true that in langua‘e
and customs the Bakonjo have more in commen with the Baganda than they have v
the Batoro, though so f# no satisfactory explanaticn for this connection has
been found). The present position of Rwenzururu is, thexefore, that Rwenzuru-
rians were the original inhabitants of Tcro, which Batoro must vacate by moving
back to Bunyoro. To affirm this claim, %he Rwenzururu Kingdom Government has
appointed its nominal chiefs for counties in Toro which are far cff from the
ereas under its immediate control, an argngement which is remarkably similar
to that of the Tcro Kingdom Government whose chiefs in the Bakcnjo and Baarba
areas are virtually without functions but who are maintained prinarily to

give substance to Toro's de jure authority in the areas.

The form of cleavage in Toro

Was there some inherent 'logic' in the Toro situation, leadin; -- unlike
Ankole, where pressure for intecraticn seemed to be dictated -- to demands
for a separate district and ultimately to the esteblishment of a secessionist
government? One cannot possibly arzue that there was nc alternative, but
nonetheless a variety of conditions made these steps emctionally and perhars

also tactically the ones finally adopted.



willingness to ragard Bskonjo and Baamba as equals rather than as inferiors

to Batoro.

Instead, when for example, the request for a separate district came
up before the Torc government, it "was dealt with in a most obtuse and
insensitive manner. ZEven when the moderate leaders of the Baamba/Bakonjo
nade approaches to the Toro Government, they were met with intimidation

and high-handedness. 2

The deadlock in constitutional discussions and in a raenge of other
matters which arose between the Toro government and the Bakonjo and Bamba
leadership does not need to be related here. Suffice it to say that after
the Toro government had let its change for repprochencnt slin by unutilized,
posltions taken on both sides rapidly evolved to extreme rigidity,and in the

process the Rwenzururu movement received another major impetus.

But other factors had surrounded the energence of the Rwenzururu movement
as well. The Sebei in the Zastern Region of Uganda, had for long been in a
remarkably similar position with regard to the Bagisu in Bupgisu District as
the Bakonjo and Baamba werc in respect of the Batoro. During the period of
office of the D.P. government in Uganda from 196C to 1962 Sebei was granted
separate district status. This had helped to open the eyes of the Bakonjo
and Baamba to the vision of having their own district. After a visit to their
areas of the DP leader, lr. Benedicto Kiwanuka, the impression had been left,
rightly or wrongly, that a DP goverument would further their case for a
separate district, provided that they would give their support to the DP in
the next general elections of 1962. They did, but the UPC won and, moreover,
the Independence Constitution made it infinitely more difficult to change
the existing boundaries of districts. It is probable that the Bakonjo and
Baamba had awakened to the idea of a separate district half a year or more
before, they would have had a fair cchrmce of getting it. During the pre-
independence period, as well, the Bakonjo and Baamba hal witnessed Toro
political leaders make quite exaggoirated olaims for Toro's future status in
Uganda. Toro had slrong demands for a real federal relationship to the
center, partly because it was anxious to keep royalties from the Kilembe
copper mines to itself, partly because it wanted to see iis Oimkama accorded
the same privileges as the Kabaka of Bugsnda veceived. To stand by its olaim-,
at one point the demand was made that "Toro be recognized ns a nation first",
before any consideration was to be given to the nature of its relntionships
to the rest of Uganda. In another effort to add substance to their pressures
for federalism, they opened a campaign for the recovery of areas, comprising
the larger part of the province of Kivu in Congo, which were "lost" in the
Anglo-Belgian boundary settlement of the beginning of this century. Such bids
for enhanced greatness and increased autonocry directly involved or Baamba and
Bakonjo but without their having a say in it. No doubt these lef+ their

impression on members of these trites, who had been entertaining hopes for

2) Report of the Commissicn of Irquiry into the Recent Pisturbances among,
the Baarba and Bakonjo People of Tcro, Fovernment Printer, IEntebbe 1962.
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emancipation and so~ial rehabilitation but had only belatedly stumbled on

the possibilities of a separate district as a cure-all for their grievances.

Origins and Developrent

Mach of the groundwork and early agitation for the Rwenzururu movement
took place in Bwamba county. Apart from the Bamba, a few pygmees, and some
small groups of mixed ethric origin, there is in Bwamba one sub-county which
is predominantly populated by Bakonjo. It is from these Bakonjo living in
Bwamba that much of the ferment entering into the movement originated. Though
from the early days on there have been some Baamba in the vanguard of the
movement, most of the leadership has always been, and over time became
increasingly more so, in the hands of Bakonjo. lost of the symbols, songs

and communications of the movement are also in Rukonjo.

In 1954 a small group of BakonJjo led by a primary teacher Isayah Mukirane

started the Bakonjo Lile Histog¥r§esearch Society. Whereas Toro customs and
traditions had long been at é7premium and were, to some extent, emulated, this
Society was certain the first formal undettaking of the Bakonjo to look inward
and to revive recollections of their own history and culture. Its relative
lateness can be taken as significant for the slow educational advancement
which the Bakonjo had had. Its very existence was no doubt indicative of
wider and deeper reflections being given to the role and status of Bakonjo in
Tomw society. The effects of the.society, limited though it may have been in
the numbers of people-it reached, were to infuse more self-awareness and pride
in its membars. Its major pre-occupation was, inevitably, with past and
present relationships between Bakonjo and Batoro. Elder tribesmen contributed
traditions of lost independence and vivid memories of incidents inflicted
upon Bakonjo throughout the earlier decades of this century. There is little
doubt that an immediate and natural result of the work of the Research

Society was an awakening and heightening of Bakonjo grievances against Batoro.
The Bakonjo Life History Research Society, thus whose chairnaen was to
become leader, President and later King of Rwensururu, constituted a direct
antecedent to the Rwenzururu movement. A great deal of soul-searching went
on between the foundation of the Bakonjo Research Society and the beginnings
of the Rwenzururu movement. In early 1962, when Rwenzururu was a fact, it

had its basis in Bwamba. Bamba were induced to Jjoin and firht together with
Bakonjo for a separate district. They came into the movement partly because
they had been subject to the same ill-treatment as the Bakonjo, and partly
because they hardly had a choice. The Ruwenzori range separates them from
Toro proper and an easily blccked escarpment road would have formed their only
access to armed government protection, if they rad wanted or needed it.
Staying aloof might easily have proveked the more militant Eakonjo to engage

in punitive raids upon the Baamba.
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Noretheless, when defections started to occur from the movement, these
involved to a great extent Bamba. And after the central government, in 1964,
had taken over the administration of government services in the Bamba and
Bakonjo areas from the Toro government, there was particularly in Bwamba a
progressively ready acceptance of the role of the central government's
Lfdministrator. It was perhaps partly also because of a relative lack of
response, though probably primarily for strategic reasons, that by the time
Rwenzururu entered its more demanding, illegal =and violent stage later in
1962, Isayah Mukirane had transferred its headquarters from Bwamba +4¢ a place in
Busongora, on the other side of the mountain and in the heart of Bakonjo
country. In sum, Bakonjo, proved on the whole to be stronger supporters for
Rwenzururu, the movement which had originated amongst themselves, than the

Baamba were.

But not all Pakonjo. It was only at relatively few moments that the
movement could be said to have been representative of the large majority of
Bakonjo. On the whole these were the times when there was mlso more general
support among the Baamba for it. Particularly in the beginning, when
indignation was strong over the Batoro's blunt rebuffs, and expectations high
for the ultimate granting of a separazte district, was there a fairly general
subscription to the principles and goals of the movement all along the
mountain., During the initial periods of violence in 1962, when the organization
proved itself capable of combining a high level of tactical mobility with cent-
ralized leadership in sending down waves of raiding parties from quite
unpredickable spots into Batoro areas, was there much tacit but a great deal
of active popular support for the movement. Iden, women and children then all

had their part in what was widely considered a just war.

However, the very decision by the Mukirane faction, taken when other
central Rwenzururu leaders were in Jail, to establish a government in mountainous
seclusion, hide out in Congo for some length of time, and adopt armed resistance
as a means of achieving their goals, caused a crack in the movement in latter
half of 1962 which it would no longer be able to heal again and which would
only grow in depth. Henceforth Rwenzwrurw =till meant opposition against Batoro
rule, but it covered strategies of militant webellion and methods of diplomacy
and conciliation. Later, when the Uganda government had taken over the
responsibility of administering the areas concerned, the issue became far more
complex than point-blank resistance against Toro deminaticn. Many, if not
yet mdst, of the people on the Ruwenzori considered that since the major goal
had been the removal of the Toro ad¢ministration, their coming dircctly under
the wings of the central government was an acceptable solution to this end,
perticularly in view of the promises for increased development which had acco-
mpanied. the take-over. The intransigance of the Rwenzururu Kingdom Government,

however, had caused it to go beycnd a point of no return. It had demanded
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nothing but a separate district and was not prepared tc enter negotions

about anything short of that.iwhile first it had been wiilins te remain

within Uganda if this status was given, it soon deciared itself independent
after it had found the centrel government likewise cpposinz its claims.

Efforts to conciliation nrovel abortive, and any form of two-way communicat:
ceme to a complete standstiil, iaxirane was crowvmed Iin~ of Rwenzururu, and &
the exalted position he and his governrent had assumed it would have meant no
less than moral and political defeat as well as a colilensc of the image amon
their immediate follovwers if they had given in for wh2i cleaxlr mould be less
than district status. Besides, in any form of pclitical intssretion it woul
not be the hard core of Rwenzururu vho could cxpect tc be called uwpon to fill
posts in the Toro district administration, but rather the makmijo and Baanmb
leaders who from the begimnin-~ on hiad shovn thelr prenarecdness to arrive at
some compromise. From theirpoint of view, the chrice tezanme oiie between hel-in

on to the kinsship, winisterial offices and cther self-creatsd sinccures, hew

o

unreal these are as secn from the outsile, ani beings dropred off along the wan

or possibly ending up in ~rison.

The Rwenzururu governniznt, therefore, carried o, .ut its Lasgis of
support prozressively shifted from pepuler acceptance t> maintencrce by for-u
and exploitation. So ruch had their populsrimesge sufferei tiat when in 185°
a general flare—-up of violence occurrcd, consideravlc aumbirs cf . -konJjo
appararently were still found prepared to assist the chasin- =f Iuenzururu

leaders whom they had staried to regard as a greater I-nger than either cen.x

government or Toro authorities. During the earlier stercs of tho secessioniit

regime it had directed its actions of violence »rimarily cn tetorc living doim

the mountain. DBut with zn increase of security forces actinz s & buffer L=t

-

them, and with on some occasions massive and rather trutal rojaliations on
the part of the Batoro, their acts of hostility hLecame dirccted mere and mora
towards Bakonjo living further dowvn the slopes (an@ 2% a fsw tircs towards

+

Bamba) than against the Batoro who had been the originsl a";et. The purpose
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