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This weekly COVID-19 health evidence summary (HES) is based on 3.5 hours of desk-based 
research. The summary is not intended to be a comprehensive summary of available evidence on 
COVID-19 but aims to make original documents easily accessible to decision makers which, if 
relevant to them, they should go to before making decisions. 

Clinical characteristics and management 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

14.09.2020 Seasonal 

coronavirus 

protective 

immunity is 

short-

lasting 

Nature 

Medicine | Brief 

Communication 

• Duration of acquired 
immunity to SARS-CoV-2 
remains unknown 

• Duration of protection to 
reinfection known from 4 
seasonal coronaviruses may 
reveal common 
characteristics applicable to 
all human coronaviruses 

• From study of healthy 
individuals for more than 35 
years, reinfection with the 
same seasonal coronavirus 
occurred frequently at 12 
months after initial infection, 
coupled with changes in 
levels of virus-specific 
antibodies 

Protective 

immunity 

  

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41591-020-1083-1
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41591-020-1083-1
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41591-020-1083-1
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41591-020-1083-1
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41591-020-1083-1
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41591-020-1083-1


Epidemiology and modelling  

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

 09.09.2020 Predicted 

COVID-19 

fatality rates 

based on 

age, sex, 

comorbidities 

and health 

system 

capacity 

 BMJ Global 

Health | 

Analysis 

• Non-random testing and 
incomplete vital 
registration systems 
render it impossible to 
directly estimate the 
infection fatality rate 
(IFR) in many low- and 
middle-income countries 

• This analysis estimates 
the adjustments required 
to extrapolate estimates 
of the IFR from high-
income to lower-income 
regions 

• Results yield substantial 
differences in the 
predicted IFR across 21 
world regions, however, 
these predictions are 
grounded IFRs from 
countries with advanced 
health systems 

• When adjusting for health 
system capacity, 
difference greatly 
diminish but do not 
entirely erase the 
demography-based 
advantage predicted in 
the lowest income 
settings, with regional 
estimates of the 
predicted C19 IFR 
ranging from 0.37% in 
Western Sub-Saharan 
Africa to 1.45% for 
Eastern Europe 

Infection 

fatality rate, 

age, sex, 

comorbidity, 

health 

system 

capacity 

  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003094


Infection Prevention and Control 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

 14.09.2020 Quarantine 

alone or in 

combination 

with other 

public 

health 

measures 

to control 

COVID-19: 

a rapid 

review 

Cochrane 

Systematic 

Review | 

Rapid 

• Current evidence is limited 
because most studies on 
C19 are mathematical 
modelling studies that 
make different 
assumptions on important 
model parameters 

• Finding consistently 
indicate that quarantine is 
important in reducing 
incidence and mortality 
during the C19 pandemic, 
although there is 
uncertainty over the 
magnitude of the effect 

• Early implementation of 
quarantine and combing 
quarantine with other 
public health measures is 
important to ensure 
effectiveness 

• Decision makers must 
constantly monitor the 
outbreak and impact of 
measures implemented 

Quarantine, 

public 

health 

measures 

Indirect impact of COVID-19 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

Sept 2020 Results 

Report 

2020 

Global Fund | 

Report 

• Includes a section on ‘Fighting 
HIV, TB and Malaria in the 
Shadow of COVID-19’ 

• From GF biweekly surveys in 
106 countries to monitor the 
impact of C19 on GF 
supported programmes, 
results show that widespread 
disruptions to HIV, TB and 
malaria work as a result of 
both the C19 pandemic itself, 
and the associated public 
health measures. Approx. 
three-quarters of HIV, TB and 
malaria programmes have 

TB, HIV, 

malaria 

https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013574.pub2
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/10103/corporate_2020resultsreport_report_en.pdf
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/10103/corporate_2020resultsreport_report_en.pdf
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/10103/corporate_2020resultsreport_report_en.pdf


been moderately or 
significantly impacted 

• In the early stages of 
lockdown, restrictions on 
gatherings of people and 
transport stoppages have 
been the main reasons 
programme activities have 
been suspended or delayed. 

• As restrictions have eased and 
the pandemic has gained 
momentum, disruptions have 
change and are now a result of 
the impact on health workers 
and the health system, and 
unavoidable fears among the 
general public to go to facilities 
for services. 

• Disruptions to TB, HIV and 
malaria programmes include: 
the reassignment of existing 
medical and laboratory staff 
from these programmes to the 
fight against C19; health 
workers, and especially 
laboratory staff, falling ill with 
C19; C19 related stigma and 
reluctance of health workers to 
attend to people suspected of 
having TB or malaria, which 
have many of the same initial 
symptoms as C19; and people 
unwilling to seek health 
services due to fear of getting 
infected with C19 

Social Science 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

 14.09.2020 The 

impact of 

Covid-19 

on people 

with 

disabilities 

– 

emerging 

findings 

Key findings | 

Narrative 

interviews 

• Key findings from the first 
round of narrative interviews 
(July and August 2020) with a 
diverse group of 40 jobseekers 
with disabilities in Bangladesh, 
Kenya, Nigeria and Uganda 
involved with the Inclusion 
Works programme 

disability  

https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-people-with-disabilities-emerging-findings/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-people-with-disabilities-emerging-findings/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-people-with-disabilities-emerging-findings/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-people-with-disabilities-emerging-findings/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-people-with-disabilities-emerging-findings/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-people-with-disabilities-emerging-findings/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-people-with-disabilities-emerging-findings/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-people-with-disabilities-emerging-findings/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-people-with-disabilities-emerging-findings/


Comments, Editorials, Opinions, Blogs, News 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal | Article type 

14.09.2020 The lasting misery of coronavirus long-

haulers 

Nature | News 

14.09.2020 Regeneron’s antibody drug added to UK 

Recovery trial of COVID treatments 

Reuters | News 

12.09.2020 Global collaboration for health: rhetoric 

versus reality 

The Lancet | Editorial 

11.09.2020 5 Principles to Guide Adaptive Leadership Harvard Business Review 

10.09.2020 It is time to get serious about vaccine 

confidence 

The Lancet | Comment 

10.09.2020 Curing COVID-19 The Lancet Infectious Diseases | 

Editorial 

10.09.2020 Heidi Larson: shifting the conversation about 

vaccine confidence 

The Lancet | Perspectives 

Guidelines, Statements & Tools 

Publication 

Date 

Title/URL Source   Summary 

 14.09.2020 A World in Disorder GPMB | 

Annual 

Report 

• A warning from the GPMB in its 
second report that ‘the world 
cannot afford to be unprepared 
again when the next pandemic 
hits’ 

• Five urgent actions are called for: 
responsible leadership; engaged 
citizenship; strong and agile 
systems for health security; 
sustained investment; and robust 
global governance of 
preparedness 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02598-6?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02598-6?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews
https://uk.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-regeneron-antibody/regenerons-antibody-drug-added-to-uk-recovery-trial-of-covid-treatments-idUKL8N2GB188
https://uk.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-regeneron-antibody/regenerons-antibody-drug-added-to-uk-recovery-trial-of-covid-treatments-idUKL8N2GB188
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31900-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31900-0
https://hbr.org/2020/09/5-principles-to-guide-adaptive-leadership?utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=hbr&utm_source=twitter
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31603-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31603-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(20)30706-4
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31612-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31612-3
https://apps.who.int/gpmb/annual_report.html


11.09.2020 Diagnostic testing 

for SARS-CoV-2 

WHO | 

Interim 

guidance 

• Updated guidance interim on to 
laboratories and other 
stakeholders involved in 
diagnostics for SARS-CoV-2 

• Includes considerations for 
specimen collection, NAAT 
testing, antigen, antibody 
detection and quality assurance  

11.09.2020 Antigen-detection in 

the diagnosis of 

SARS-CoV-2 

infection using 

rapid 

immunoassays 

WHO | 

Interim 

guidance 

• A new technology has become 
available for detecting SARS-CoV-
2 that is simpler and faster than 
NAAT testing e.g. PCR 

• It relies on direct detection of 
SARS-CoV-2 viral proteins in 
nasal swabs and other respiratory 
sections using a lateral flow 
immunoassay (also called RDT) 
that gives results in less than 30 
minutes 

• But is substantially less sensitive 
that NAAT. They do offer though 
the possibility of rapid, 
inexpensive and early detection of 
the most infectious C19 cases in 
appropriate settings 

• Acknowledging the inadequacy in 
performance and operational 
utility, this interim guidance seeks 
to provide guidance to countries 
on considerations for integration 
into C19 outbreak management 
programmes  

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/diagnostic-testing-for-sars-cov-2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/diagnostic-testing-for-sars-cov-2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/antigen-detection-in-the-diagnosis-of-sars-cov-2infection-using-rapid-immunoassays
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/antigen-detection-in-the-diagnosis-of-sars-cov-2infection-using-rapid-immunoassays
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/antigen-detection-in-the-diagnosis-of-sars-cov-2infection-using-rapid-immunoassays
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/antigen-detection-in-the-diagnosis-of-sars-cov-2infection-using-rapid-immunoassays
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/antigen-detection-in-the-diagnosis-of-sars-cov-2infection-using-rapid-immunoassays
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/antigen-detection-in-the-diagnosis-of-sars-cov-2infection-using-rapid-immunoassays
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Dashboards & Trackers 

Cases & deaths: 

Global 

Cases & 

deaths: 

Regional 

Cases & 

deaths: 

Country 

Living evidence & 

policy maps 

Current research 

including trials 

  Diagnostics   Treatments   Vaccines 

WHO sitreps  WHO Africa  Ghana  COVID-NMA  WHO    FIND SARS-

CoV-2 Test 

Tracker 

  Global COVID-

19 Clinical Trial 

Tracker 

  CEPI 

WHO dashboard  African 

Arguments  

Indonesia  EPPI Centre  WHO International 

Clinical Trials 

Registry Platform 

(ICTRP)  

 FIND SARS-

CoV-2 

Diagnostics: 

performance 

data 

  US NIH 

registered 

clinical trials 

Vaccine 

Centre LSHTM  

Johns Hopkins 

University  

European 

CDC  

Nigeria CDC  Norwegian 

Institute of Public 

Health  

Cytel   Serology-based 

tests for COVID-

19 

  Solidarity trial  COVID-19 

Oxford 

Vaccine Trial 

WEF    Sierra Leone   Oxford C19 

Government 

Response 

Tracker 

(OxCGRT) 

US NIH   Our World in 

Data: C19 

Testing 

  COVID-19 

Therapeutics 

Accelerator 

 COVID-19 

Vaccine 

Tracker 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.afro.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus-covid-19
https://statsghana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/a22ebfb6d9cb47ff9ce87619d53f68e5
https://covid-nma.com/
https://www.who.int/teams/blueprint/covid-19
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/test-tracker/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/test-tracker/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/test-tracker/
https://www.covid-trials.org/
https://www.covid-trials.org/
https://www.covid-trials.org/
https://cepi.net/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/14/coronavirus-in-africa-tracker-how-many-cases-and-where-latest/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/14/coronavirus-in-africa-tracker-how-many-cases-and-where-latest/
https://data.kemkes.go.id/covid19/index.html
http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/COVID19_MAP/covid_map_v6.html
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_vaccine_landscape/
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_vaccine_landscape/
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/COVID-19.html
https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/COVID-19.html
https://covid19.ncdc.gov.ng/
https://www.nornesk.no/forskningskart/NIPH_mainMap.html
https://www.nornesk.no/forskningskart/NIPH_mainMap.html
https://www.nornesk.no/forskningskart/NIPH_mainMap.html
https://covid19-trials.org/
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/solidarity-clinical-trial-for-covid-19-treatments
https://covid19vaccinetrial.co.uk/home
https://covid19vaccinetrial.co.uk/home
https://covid19vaccinetrial.co.uk/home
https://wef-prod.earthtime.org/m/stories/2019_nCOV_infection
https://salone-covid19.website/
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-testing
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-testing
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-testing
https://www.therapeuticsaccelerator.org/
https://www.therapeuticsaccelerator.org/
https://www.therapeuticsaccelerator.org/
https://www.covid-19vaccinetracker.org/
https://www.covid-19vaccinetracker.org/
https://www.covid-19vaccinetracker.org/


Our World in 

Data  

  Singapore   Our World in 

Data: C19 Policy 

responses 

COVID-evidence        

Global 5050    UK   IFPRI COVID-19 

Policy Response 

Portal 

Cochrane        

CEBM, University 

of Oxford  

  US   COVID-19 

Primer 

Clinicaltrials.gov        

Humanitarian 

Data Exchange  

     NIH LitCovid  UKCDR       

Information is 

Beautiful  

     WHO COVID-19 

Database 

        

LSHTM                

HealthMap 

(cases) 

              

The Commons 

Project 

              

SeroTracker                

https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://co.vid19.sg/singapore/
https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
https://covid-evidence.org/
http://globalhealth5050.org/covid19
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/f94c3c90da5b4e9f9a0b19484dd4bb14
https://public.tableau.com/profile/ifpri.td7290#!/vizhome/CPRPORTAL/Overview?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/ifpri.td7290#!/vizhome/CPRPORTAL/Overview?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/ifpri.td7290#!/vizhome/CPRPORTAL/Overview?publish=yes
https://covid-19.cochrane.org/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/covid-19-global-charts-of-deaths-and-cases/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/covid-19-global-charts-of-deaths-and-cases/
https://covidtracking.com/data
https://covid19primer.com/dashboard
https://covid19primer.com/dashboard
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19&fund=0&fund=1
https://data.humdata.org/event/covid-19
https://data.humdata.org/event/covid-19
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/research/coronavirus/
https://www.ukcdr.org.uk/funding-landscape/covid-19-research-project-tracker/
https://informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/covid-19-coronavirus-infographic-datapack/
https://informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/covid-19-coronavirus-infographic-datapack/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_tracker/
https://www.healthmap.org/covid-19/
https://www.thecommonsproject.org/covid-data-map
https://www.thecommonsproject.org/covid-data-map
https://github.com/serotracker/
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C19 Resource Hubs 

Global  Regional 

& Country 

Academic 

journals & 

Publishers 

Institutes/Centres/

Funders/Other 

Health Topics Social Sciences 

WHO 

COVID-19 

pandemic  

Africa 

CDC 

Annals of 

Internal 

Medicine 

LSTM Stop TB 

Partnership 

  SSHAP 

WHO risk 

communicati

on 

African 

Union 

BMJ LSHTM 

 

  IDA 

WHO Q&A Nigeria 

CDC 

Bulletin of 

the WHO 

ICL MRC Centre 

for Global 

Infectious Disease 

Analysis 

Global 

Menstrual 

Collective  

  Disability and 

inclusion 

WHO Global 

research 

GeoPoll: 

SSA 

Cambridge 

University 

Press 

ODI SLH: 

Handwashing 

in low 

resource 

settings 

  Coregroup 

IDDC 

COVID-19 

Solidarity 

Response 

Fund 

Global 

Health 

Network 

Africa 

Cell Press Johns Hopkins 

University 

RBM 

Partnership 

  Ethics, health 

systems & 

COVID-19 

UN African 

Academy 

of 

Sciences 

Cochrane  Center for Global 

Development 

 Epidemic 

Preparedness 

Innovations 

  Social 

Development 

Direct C19 blog 

series 

UN Women Africa 

Evidence 

Network 

Elsevier CMMID 

Repository 

    

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://africacdc.org/covid-19
https://africacdc.org/covid-19
https://annals.org/aim/pages/coronavirus-content
https://annals.org/aim/pages/coronavirus-content
https://annals.org/aim/pages/coronavirus-content
https://www.lstmed.ac.uk/covid-19
http://www.stoptb.org/covid19.asp
http://www.stoptb.org/covid19.asp
https://www.socialscienceinaction.org/update-novel-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://au.int/en/covid19
https://au.int/en/covid19
https://www.bmj.com/coronavirus
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/research/research-action/covid-19
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/covid-19-and-disability-movement
https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-coronaviruses
https://covid19.ncdc.gov.ng/
https://covid19.ncdc.gov.ng/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/online_first/COVID-19/en/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/online_first/COVID-19/en/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPQspbiWSWsfIITQ2j-2PvlbQuGTPLAkslhRDYsCLRs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPQspbiWSWsfIITQ2j-2PvlbQuGTPLAkslhRDYsCLRs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPQspbiWSWsfIITQ2j-2PvlbQuGTPLAkslhRDYsCLRs/edit
https://asksource.info/covid-resources/search
https://asksource.info/covid-resources/search
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.geopoll.com/blog/coronavirus-africa/
https://www.geopoll.com/blog/coronavirus-africa/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/browse-subjects/medicine/coronavirus-free-access-collection
https://www.cambridge.org/core/browse-subjects/medicine/coronavirus-free-access-collection
https://www.cambridge.org/core/browse-subjects/medicine/coronavirus-free-access-collection
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Rapid review methodology 

The rapid weekly search for peer-reviewed literature is carried out through a PubMed search with the following 

keywords (“COVID-19” OR “severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2” OR “2019-nCoV” OR “SARS-CoV-

2” OR “2019nCoV” OR “coronavirus” ) AND (“Africa” OR “South Asia” OR “Developing” OR “low-income” OR “low 

income” OR “lower-middle income” OR “low and middle income” OR “LMIC” OR “LIC” OR “global south”) OR 

(“poverty”) OR (“equity” OR “equities”), restricted to articles published in the previous 2 to 3 days, in English. This 

is complemented by a search of the homepage of the following high-impact global health journals: The Lancet 

journals, New England Journal of Medicine, Nature, JAMA, Annals of Internal Medicine, Cochrane Reviews, BMJ 

Global Health, the PLoS journals and a Twitter search of their Twitter pages. A search also of preprints from bioRxiv 

and medRxiv. Please note that papers that have not been peer-reviewed are highlighted in red. All primary 

research papers that relate to the primary and secondary impacts of the COVID-19 response in LMICs, and disease 

control and health system responses are included. Articles related to tackling the secondary impacts on other 

sectors are not included. Additional commentaries, opinions, and commissioned pieces are selected based on 

relevance. 

The search for dashboards, guidelines, tools, editorials, comments, blogs, opinions and news is through the 

academic journals listed above, C19 resource hubs and following lead academics and professionals on Twitter. 

 

About this report  

This weekly COVID-19 health evidence summary (HES) is based on 3.5 hours of desk-based research. The 

summary is not intended to be a comprehensive summary of available evidence on COVID-19 but aims to make 

original documents easily accessible to decision makers which, if relevant to them, they should go to before making 

decisions. The HES are not intended to replace medical or professional advice and the researcher or the K4D 

consortium cannot be held responsible for any decisions made about COVID-19 on the basis of the HES alone. 

K4D services are provided by a consortium of leading organisations working in international development, led by 

the Institute of Development Studies (IDS), with Education Development Trust, Itad, University of Leeds Nuffield 

Centre for International Health and Development, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM), University of 

Birmingham International Development Department (IDD) and the University of Manchester Humanitarian and 

Conflict Response Institute (HCRI). 

This evidence summary was prepared for the UK Government’s Foreign, Commonwealth 

and Development Office (FCDO) and its partners in support of pro-poor programmes. Except 

where otherwise stated, it is licensed for non-commercial purposes under the terms of the 

Open Government Licence v3.0. K4D cannot be held responsible for errors, omissions or 

any consequences arising from the use of information contained in this health evidence 

summary. Any views and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of FCDO, K4D 

or any other contributing organisation.  
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