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This weekly COVID-19 health evidence summary (HES) is based on 3.5 hours of desk-based 
research. The summary is not intended to be a comprehensive summary of available evidence on 
COVID-19 but aims to make original documents easily accessible to decision makers which, if 
relevant to them, they should go to before making decisions. 

Clinical characteristics and management 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

04.09.20 Azithromycin 

in addition to 

standard of 

care versus 

standard of 

care alone in 

the 

treatment of 

patients 

admitted to 

the hospital 

with severe 

COVID-19 in 

Brazil 

(COALITION 

II): a 

randomised 

clinical trial 

The Lancet | 

Article 

• In patients with severe 
COVID-19, adding 
azithromycin to standard 
of care treatment (which 
included 
hydroxychloroquine) did 
not improve clinical 
outcomes. Our findings 
do not support the routine 
use of azithromycin in 
combination with 
hydroxychloroquine in 
patients with severe 
COVID-19. 

azithromycin 

02.09.20 A neutrophil 

activation 

signature 

predicts 

critical 

medRxiv pre-

print (not 

peer-

reviewed) 

• Immune cells called 
neutrophils are more 
likely to be primed for 
action in people who will 
eventually develop 
severe COVID-19 than in 
those who are will go on 

neutrophils 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31862-6/fulltext
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.01.20183897v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.01.20183897v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.01.20183897v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.01.20183897v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.01.20183897v1


illness and 

mortality in 

COVID-19 

to become only mildly ill, 
according to a machine-
learning analysis of data 
from 3,300 people. If the 
results can be 
reproduced, they could 
aid early identification of 
the people most likely to 
become critically ill. 

01.09.20 Humoral 

Immune 

Response to 

SARS-CoV-

2 in Iceland 

NEJM | Article 
• Results indicate that 

antiviral antibodies 
against SARS-CoV-2 did 
not decline within 4 
months after diagnosis. 
We estimate that the risk 
of death from infection 
was 0.3% and that 44% 
of persons infected with 
SARS-CoV-2 in Iceland 
were not diagnosed by 
qPCR. 

  

03.09.20 The 

Immunology 

of 

Multisystem 

Inflammatory 

Syndrome in 

Children with 

COVID-19 

Cell | Journal 

pre proof 

• Researchers found that 
compared with children 
with Kawasaki’s disease, 
those with MIS-C have 
lower levels of an 
immune chemical called 
IL-17A, which has been 
implicated in inflammation 
and autoimmune 
disorders. 

• Unlike all the other 
children studied, children 
with MIS-C had no 
antibodies to two 
coronaviruses that cause 
the common cold. This 
deficit might be implicated 
in the origins of their 
condition, the authors 
say. 

Multisystem 

Inflammatory 

Syndrome 

  

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.01.20183897v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.01.20183897v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.01.20183897v1
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2026116?query=featured_coronavirus
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2026116?query=featured_coronavirus
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2026116?query=featured_coronavirus
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2026116?query=featured_coronavirus
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2026116?query=featured_coronavirus
https://doi.org/d8fh
https://doi.org/d8fh
https://doi.org/d8fh
https://doi.org/d8fh
https://doi.org/d8fh
https://doi.org/d8fh
https://doi.org/d8fh
https://doi.org/d8fh


Therapeutics 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary             Keywords 

02.09.20 Association 

Between 

Administration of 

Systemic 

Corticosteroids 

and Mortality 

Among Critically 

Ill Patients With 

COVID-19 

JAMA | Article 
• In this 

prospective 
meta-analysis of 
7 randomized 
trials that 
included 1703 
patients of whom 
647 died, 28-day 
all-cause 
mortality was 
lower among 
patients who 
received 
corticosteroids 
compared with 
those who 
received usual 
care or placebo 

Corticosteroids 

Indirect impact of COVID-19 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

09.09.20 Early indirect 

impact of 

COVID-19 

pandemic on 

utilization 

and 

outcomes of 

reproductive, 

maternal, 

newborn, 

child and 

adolescent 

health 

services in 

Kenya 

medRxiv pre-

print (not 

peer-

reviewed) 

• Data for the first four 
months (March-June) of 
the pandemic and the 
equivalent period in 2019 
were extracted from 
Kenya Health 
Information System. 

• Conclusion: COVID-19 
may have contributed to 
increased adolescent 
pregnancy, adolescent 
maternal death and 
stillbirth rates in Kenya. If 
this trend persists, recent 
gains achieved in 
maternal and perinatal 
health in Kenya will be 
lost. With uncertainty 
around the duration of 
the pandemic, strategies 
to mitigate against 
catastrophic indirect 
maternal health 

COVID-19, 

maternal, 

reproductive, 

stillbirths, 

family 

planning, 

adolescent, 

mortality, 

Kenya 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770279
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770279
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770279
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770279
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770279
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770279
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770279
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770279
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2770279
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.09.09.20191247v1


outcomes are urgently 
needed. Key words: 
COVID-19, maternal, 
reproductive, stillbirths, 
family planning, 
adolescent, mortality, 
Kenya. 

Health systems 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

09.09.20 Projected 

health-

care 

resource 

needs for 

an 

effective 

response 

to COVID-

19 in 73 

low-

income 

and 

middle-

income 

countries: 

a 

modelling 

study 

Lancet Global 

Health | 

Article 

• This study aimed to identify 
what the additional health-
care costs of a strategic 
preparedness and response 
plan (SPRP) would be if 
current transmission levels 
are maintained in a status quo 
scenario, or under scenarios 
where transmission is 
increased or decreased by 
50%. 

• The number of COVID-19 
cases was projected for 73 
low-income and middle-
income countries for each of 
the three scenarios for both 4-
week and 12-week 
timeframes, starting from June 
26, 2020. 

• Conclusion: The sizeable 
costs of a COVID-19 
response in the health sector 
will escalate, particularly if 
transmission increases. 
Instituting early and 
comprehensive measures to 
limit the further spread of the 
virus will conserve resources 
and sustain the response. 

health 

  

https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30383-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30383-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30383-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30383-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30383-1
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https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30383-1


Comments, Editorials, Opinions, Blogs, News 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal | Article type 

08.09.20 Covid-19: Key Considerations for a Public 

Health Response 

Institute of Development Studies 

07.09.20 Covid-19: UK studies find gastrointestinal 

symptoms are common in children 

BMJ | News 

09.09.20 Severe COVID-19 riskier than heart attack 

for young adults; antibiotic shows no benefit 

Reuters research round up 

05.09.20 Is India missing COVID-19 deaths? Lancet | World Report 

01.09.20 A locally sustainable approach to COVID-19 

testing in Africa 

The Lancet | Correspondence 

07.09.20 Legal agreements: barriers and enablers to 

global equitable COVID-19 vaccine access 

The Lancet | Comment 

04.09.20 COVID-19 vaccine trials in Africa The Lancet | News 

03.09.20 India will supply coronavirus vaccines to the 

world — will its people benefit? 

Nature | News 

05.09.20 COVID-19 exacerbates violence against 

health workers 

The Lancet | World Report 

01.09.20 Will the COVID-19 crisis trigger a One 

Health coming-of-age? 

The Lancet Planetary Health | 

Comment 

09.09.20 COVID-19 could reverse decades of 

progress toward eliminating preventable 

child deaths, agencies warn 

WHO news 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/covid-19-key-considerations-for-a-public-health-response/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/covid-19-key-considerations-for-a-public-health-response/
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m3484
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m3484
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-science/severe-covid-19-riskier-than-heart-attack-for-young-adults-antibiotic-shows-no-benefit-idUSKBN26032I
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-science/severe-covid-19-riskier-than-heart-attack-for-young-adults-antibiotic-shows-no-benefit-idUSKBN26032I
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31857-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanmic/article/PIIS2666-5247(20)30118-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanmic/article/PIIS2666-5247(20)30118-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31873-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31873-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30401-X/fulltext
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02507-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02507-x
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31858-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31858-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(20)30179-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(20)30179-0/fulltext
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/09-09-2020-covid-19-could-reverse-decades-of-progress-toward-eliminating-preventable-child-deaths-agencies-warn
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/09-09-2020-covid-19-could-reverse-decades-of-progress-toward-eliminating-preventable-child-deaths-agencies-warn
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/09-09-2020-covid-19-could-reverse-decades-of-progress-toward-eliminating-preventable-child-deaths-agencies-warn
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Current research 
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  Diagnostics   Treatments   Vaccines 

WHO sitreps  WHO Africa  Ghana  COVID-NMA  WHO    FIND SARS-

CoV-2 Test 

Tracker 

  Global COVID-

19 Clinical Trial 

Tracker 

  CEPI 

WHO dashboard  African 
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Indonesia  EPPI Centre  WHO International 
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 FIND SARS-

CoV-2 

Diagnostics: 
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data 
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registered 

clinical trials 
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Johns Hopkins 
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Cytel   Serology-based 

tests for COVID-

19 

  Solidarity trial  COVID-19 

Oxford 

Vaccine Trial 

WEF    Sierra Leone   Oxford C19 

Government 

Response 

Tracker 

(OxCGRT) 

US NIH   Our World in 

Data: C19 

Testing 

  COVID-19 
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 COVID-19 

Vaccine 

Tracker 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.afro.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus-covid-19
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https://www.covid-trials.org/
https://www.covid-trials.org/
https://www.covid-trials.org/
https://cepi.net/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/14/coronavirus-in-africa-tracker-how-many-cases-and-where-latest/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/14/coronavirus-in-africa-tracker-how-many-cases-and-where-latest/
https://data.kemkes.go.id/covid19/index.html
http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/COVID19_MAP/covid_map_v6.html
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
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https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
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https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
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https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/COVID-19.html
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https://covid19-trials.org/
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https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
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https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-testing
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-testing
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-testing
https://www.therapeuticsaccelerator.org/
https://www.therapeuticsaccelerator.org/
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Rapid review methodology 

The rapid weekly search for peer-reviewed literature is carried out through a PubMed search with the following 

keywords (“COVID-19” OR “severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2” OR “2019-nCoV” OR “SARS-CoV-

2” OR “2019nCoV” OR “coronavirus” ) AND (“Africa” OR “South Asia” OR “Developing” OR “low-income” OR “low 

income” OR “lower-middle income” OR “low and middle income” OR “LMIC” OR “LIC” OR “global south”) OR 

(“poverty”) OR (“equity” OR “equities”), restricted to articles published in the previous 2 to 3 days, in English. This 

is complemented by a search of the homepage of the following high-impact global health journals: The Lancet 

journals, New England Journal of Medicine, Nature, JAMA, Annals of Internal Medicine, Cochrane Reviews, BMJ 

Global Health, the PLoS journals and a Twitter search of their Twitter pages. A search also of preprints from 

bioRxiv and medRxiv. Please note that papers that have not been peer-reviewed are highlighted in red. All 

primary research papers that relate to the primary and secondary impacts of the COVID-19 response in LMICs, 

and disease control and health system responses are included. Articles related to tackling the secondary impacts 

on other sectors are not included. Additional commentaries, opinions, and commissioned pieces are selected 

based on relevance. 

The search for dashboards, guidelines, tools, editorials, comments, blogs, opinions and news is through the 

academic journals listed above, C19 resource hubs and following lead academics and professionals on Twitter. 
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About this report  

This weekly COVID-19 health evidence summary (HES) is based on 3.5 hours of desk-based research. The 

summary is not intended to be a comprehensive summary of available evidence on COVID-19 but aims to make 

original documents easily accessible to decision makers which, if relevant to them, they should go to before making 

decisions. The HES are not intended to replace medical or professional advice and the researcher or the K4D 

consortium cannot be held responsible for any decisions made about COVID-19 on the basis of the HES alone. 
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