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This weekly COVID-19 health evidence summary (HES) is based on 3.5 hours of desk-based 
research. The summary is not intended to be a comprehensive summary of available evidence on 
COVID-19 but aims to make original documents easily accessible to decision makers which, if 
relevant to them, they should go to before making decisions. 

Clinical characteristics and management 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

10.08.2020 Effect of the 

COVID-19 

pandemic 

response on 

intrapartum 

care, stillbirth, 

and neonatal 

mortality 

outcomes in 

Nepal: a 

prospective 

observational 

study 

Lancet Global 

Health 

• Institutional childbirth 
reduced by more than 
half during lockdown, 
with increases in 
institutional stillbirth 
rate and neonatal 
mortality, and 
decreases in quality of 
care.  

• Some behaviours 
improved, notably 
hand hygiene and 
keeping the baby skin-
to-skin with their 
mother.  

• An urgent need exists 
to protect access to 
high quality 
intrapartum care and 
prevent excess deaths 
for the most 
vulnerable health 
system users during 
this pandemic period. 

Childbirth 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30345-4/fulltext


12.08.2020 Obesity and 

Mortality 

Among 

Patients 

Diagnosed 

With COVID-

19: Results 

From an 

Integrated 

Health Care 

Organization 

Annals of 

Internal 

Medicine 

• Among 6916 patients 
with COVID-19, there 
was a J-shaped 
association between 
BMI and risk for death, 
even after adjustment 
for obesity-related 
comorbidities.  

• Conclusions: Obesity 
plays a profound role 
in risk for death from 
COVID-19, particularly 
in male patients and 
younger populations. 
Our capitated system 
with more equalized 
health care access 
may explain the 
absence of effect of 
racial/ethnic and 
socioeconomic 
disparities on death. 
Our data highlight the 
leading role of severe 
obesity over correlated 
risk factors, providing 
a target for early 
intervention. 

Obesity 

Epidemiology and modelling  

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

2020 The COVID-

19 

pandemic: 

diverse 

contexts; 

different 

epidemics—

how and 

why? 

BMJ 
• Learning from the variety of 

ways the COVID-19 
epidemic is unfolding across 
the globe can potentially 
contribute to solving the 
COVID-19 puzzle. 

• Paper compares COVID-19 
epidemics with other 
respiratory diseases, 
including other coronaviruses 
that circulate continuously; 
and highlights the critical 
unknowns and uncertainties 
that remain. 

 

https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-3742
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e003098.full
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e003098.full
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e003098.full
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e003098.full
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e003098.full
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e003098.full
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e003098.full
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e003098.full
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/7/e003098.full


08.08.2020 Children 

and COVID-

19: State-

Level Data 

Report 

American 

Academy of 

Paediatrics | 

State level 

data report 

• From July 16 to July 30, the 
number of new COVID-19 
cases in U.S. children rose 
40%, from 240,000 to 
340,000, according to a 
report from the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and 
the Children's Hospital 
Association. Over 70% of 
new child cases occurred in 
the South and the West. The 
overall case rate among 
children was 447 cases per 
100,000 children in the 
population. Most cases 
continued to be mild, with 
0.6%–8.9% requiring 
hospitalization and 0%-0.3% 
resulting in death. 

children 

Infection Prevention and Control 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

07.08.2020 Low-cost 

measurement 

of facemask 

efficacy for 

filtering 

expelled 

droplets 

during 

speech 

Science 

Advances 

• We have demonstrated a 
simple optical 
measurement method to 
evaluate the efficacy of 
masks to reduce the 
transmission of respiratory 
droplets during regular 
speech.  

• In proof-of-principle 
studies, we compared a 
variety of commonly 
available mask types and 
observed that some mask 
types approach the 
performance of standard 
surgical masks, while 
some mask alternatives, 
such as neck fleece or 
bandanas, offer very little 
protection.  

• Our measurement setup is 
inexpensive and can be 
built and operated by non-
experts, allowing for rapid 
evaluation of mask 
performance during 
speech, sneezing, or 
coughing. 

facemasks 

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abd3083
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abd3083
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abd3083
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abd3083
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abd3083
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abd3083
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abd3083
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abd3083
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abd3083


07.08.2020 Estimation of 

incubation 

period 

distribution of 

COVID-19 

using 

disease 

onset forward 

time: a novel 

cross-

sectional and 

forward 

follow-up 

study 

Science 

Advances 

• A novel low-cost and 
accurate method to 
estimate the incubation 
distribution of COVID-
19. We have conducted 
a cross-sectional and 
forward follow-up study 
by identifying those 
pre-symptomatic 
individuals at their time 
of departure from 
Wuhan and then 
following them until 
their symptoms 
developed. 

• The estimated 
probability that 
incubation period is 
longer than 14 days is 
between 5% to 10%. 

 

Incubation 

period 

Testing 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

04.08.2020 SalivaDirect: 

Simple and 

sensitive 

molecular 

diagnostic 

test for 

SARS-CoV-

2 

surveillance 

medRxiv | 

pre-print (not 

peer-

reviewed) 

• Current bottlenecks for 
improving accessibility and 
scalability of SARS-CoV-2 
testing include diagnostic 
assay costs, complexity, and 
supply chain shortages. 

• SalivaDirect. The critical 
component of our approach is 
to use saliva instead of 
respiratory swabs, which 
enables non-invasive frequent 
sampling and reduces the 
need for trained healthcare 
professionals during collection. 

 

  

https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/07/sciadv.abc1202
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.03.20167791v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.03.20167791v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.03.20167791v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.03.20167791v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.03.20167791v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.03.20167791v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.03.20167791v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.03.20167791v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.08.03.20167791v1


Indirect impact of COVID-19 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

06.08.2020 Potential 

effects of 

disruption to 

HIV 

programmes in 

sub-Saharan 

Africa caused 

by COVID-19: 

results from 

multiple 

mathematical 

models 

Lancet HIV 
• This modelling study 

used five well 
described models of 
HIV epidemics 
(Goals, Optima HIV, 
HIV Synthesis, an 
Imperial College 
London model, and 
Epidemiological 
MODeling software 
[EMOD]) to estimate 
the effect of various 
potential disruptions 
to HIV prevention, 
testing, and 
treatment services 
on HIV-related 
deaths and new 
infections in sub-
Saharan Africa 
lasting 6 months 
over 1 year from 
April 1, 2020. 

• During the COVID-
19 pandemic, the 
primary priority for 
governments, 
donors, suppliers, 
and communities 
should focus on 
maintaining 
uninterrupted supply 
of ART drugs for 
people with HIV to 
avoid additional 
HIV-related deaths. 
The provision of 
other HIV 
prevention 
measures is also 
important to prevent 
any increase in HIV 
incidence. 

HIV 

08.08.2020 Impact of the 

COVID-19 

pandemic on 

gastrointestinal 

Endoscopy 

international 

open 

• Web-based survey. 
Thirty-one 
gastroenterologists 
from 14 countries in 
north, central, and 

gastrointestinal 

endoscopy 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/article/PIIS2352-3018(20)30211-3/fulltext
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782923/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782923/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782923/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782923/


endoscopy in 

Africa 

sub-Saharan Africa 
responded. 

• The majority of 
respondents 
reduced their 
endoscopy volume 
considerably. 
Personal protective 
equipment including 
FFP-2 masks were 
available in almost 
all participating 
centers. Pre-
endoscopy 
screening was 
performed as well. 
Conclusion The 
COVID-19 
pandemic has had a 
substantial impact 
on gastrointestinal 
endoscopy in most 
African countries; 
however, the impact 
may not have been 
as devastating as 
expected. 

12.08.2020 Burden of 

Covid-19 on 

mental health 

of older adults 

in a fragile 

health care 

system: the 

case of 

Nigeria: 

Dealing with 

inequalities 

and 

inadequacies 

International 

psycogeriatrics 

  

  

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782923/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782923/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782036/


Leadership and governance 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

24.07.2020 University 

Lecturers 

and 

Students 

Could Help 

in 

Community 

Education 

About 

SARS-

CoV-2 

Infection in 

Uganda 

Health 

Services 

Insights  

• Aim of this study was to 
determine the knowledge, 
attitudes, and 
preparedness/practices of 
lecturers and students in the 
fight against COVID-19. 

• Descriptive cross-sectional 
study of 103 lecturers and 
students both men and 
women of age group 18 to 69 
years in western Uganda. 

• Study identifies lecturers and 
students as potential 
stakeholders in the fight 
against community 
transmission of COVID-19. 

 

Health systems 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal/Article 

type 

Summary Keywords 

05.08.2020 A checklist 

to improve 

health 

system 

resilience 

to 

infectious 

disease 

outbreaks 

and 

natural 

hazards 

BMJ 
• Using data gathered from a 

scoping literature review, 
interviews with key 
informants and from 
stakeholders who attended a 
workshop held in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, we developed a 
Health System Resilience 
Checklist (‘the checklist’).  

• The aim of the checklist is to 
measure the specific 
capacities, capabilities and 
processes that health 
systems need in order to 
ensure resilience in the face 
of both infectious disease 
outbreaks and natural 
hazards.  

• The checklist is intended to 
be adapted and used in a 
broad set of countries as a 
component of ongoing 
processes to ensure that 
health actors, institutions and 

Health 

systems 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32782429/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/8/e002429


populations can mount an 
effective response to 
infectious disease outbreaks 
and natural hazards while 
also maintaining core 
healthcare services. 

Comments, Editorials, Opinions, Blogs, News 

Publication 

date 

Title/URL Journal | Article type 

10.08.2020 Multisystem inflammatory syndrome 

associated with COVID-19 in children in 

Pakistan 

Lancet Child and Adolescent 

Health | Correspondence  

10.08.2020 Applications of predictive modelling early in 

the COVID-19 epidemic 

Lancet Digital Health | Comment 

07.08.2020 SARS-CoV-2 epidemic in African 

countries—are we losing perspective? 

Lancet Infectious Diseases | 

Correspondence 

07.08.2020 Use of electronic tools for evidence-based 

preparedness and response to the COVID-

19 pandemic in the WHO African region 

The Lancet Digital Health | 

Comment 

29.07.2020 Developing a low-cost and accessible 

COVID-19 vaccine for global health 

PLOS | Viewpoints 

10.08.2020 Coronial autopsies identify the indirect 

effects of COVID-19 

Lancet Public Health | 

Correspondence 

10.08.2020 Communicating in a public health crisis Lancet Digital Health | Viewpoints 

10.08.2020 Providing maternal health services during 

the COVID-19 pandemic in Nepal 

Lancet Global Health | Comment 

11.08.2020 Forward planning for disaster-related mass 

gatherings amid COVID-19 

Lancet Planetary Health | 

Comment 

11.08.2020 Inclusion of pregnant women in COVID-19 

vaccine development 

Lancet Infectious Diseases | 

Comment 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(20)30256-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(20)30256-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(20)30256-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30196-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30196-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30563-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30563-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30170-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30170-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30170-9/fulltext
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0008548
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0008548
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30180-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30180-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/article/PIIS2589-7500(20)30197-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30350-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30350-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(20)30175-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(20)30175-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30638-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30638-1/fulltext


12.08.2020 Precision Public Health as a Key Tool in the 

COVID-19 Response 

JAMA viewpoint 

12.08.2020 COVID-19 and Severe Obesity: A Big 

Problem? 

Annals of Internal Medicine | 

Editorial 

11.08.2020 Covid-19 misinformation sparks threats and 

violence against doctors in Latin America 

BMJ | Feature 

11.08.2020 Antibody therapies could be a bridge to a 

coronavirus vaccine — but will the world 

benefit? 

Nature | News 

12.08.2020 How to stop COVID-19 fuelling a resurgence 

of AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis 

Nature | Editorial 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2769563
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2769563
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-5677
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-5677
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m3088
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m3088
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02360-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02360-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02360-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02334-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02334-0
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https://statsghana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/a22ebfb6d9cb47ff9ce87619d53f68e5
https://covid-nma.com/
https://www.who.int/teams/blueprint/covid-19
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/test-tracker/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/test-tracker/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/test-tracker/
https://www.covid-trials.org/
https://www.covid-trials.org/
https://www.covid-trials.org/
https://cepi.net/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/14/coronavirus-in-africa-tracker-how-many-cases-and-where-latest/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/04/14/coronavirus-in-africa-tracker-how-many-cases-and-where-latest/
https://data.kemkes.go.id/covid19/index.html
http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/COVID19_MAP/covid_map_v6.html
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.who.int/ictrp/en/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://www.finddx.org/covid-19/dx-data/
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_vaccine_landscape/
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_vaccine_landscape/
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/COVID-19.html
https://qap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/COVID-19.html
https://covid19.ncdc.gov.ng/
https://www.nornesk.no/forskningskart/NIPH_mainMap.html
https://www.nornesk.no/forskningskart/NIPH_mainMap.html
https://www.nornesk.no/forskningskart/NIPH_mainMap.html
https://covid19-trials.org/
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/COVID-19/serology/Serology-based-tests-for-COVID-19.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/solidarity-clinical-trial-for-covid-19-treatments
https://covid19vaccinetrial.co.uk/home
https://covid19vaccinetrial.co.uk/home
https://covid19vaccinetrial.co.uk/home
https://wef-prod.earthtime.org/m/stories/2019_nCOV_infection
https://salone-covid19.website/
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-testing
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-testing
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-testing
https://www.therapeuticsaccelerator.org/
https://www.therapeuticsaccelerator.org/
https://www.therapeuticsaccelerator.org/
https://www.covid-19vaccinetracker.org/
https://www.covid-19vaccinetracker.org/
https://www.covid-19vaccinetracker.org/
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Data  
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COVID-evidence        

Global 5050    UK   IFPRI COVID-19 
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Portal 

Cochrane        

CEBM, University 

of Oxford  

  US   COVID-19 

Primer 

Clinicaltrials.gov        

Humanitarian 

Data Exchange  

     NIH LitCovid  UKCDR       

Information is 

Beautiful  

     WHO COVID-19 

Database 

        

LSHTM                

HealthMap 

(cases) 

              

The Commons 

Project 

              

SeroTracker         

https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://co.vid19.sg/singapore/
https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
https://covid-evidence.org/
http://globalhealth5050.org/covid19
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/f94c3c90da5b4e9f9a0b19484dd4bb14
https://public.tableau.com/profile/ifpri.td7290#!/vizhome/CPRPORTAL/Overview?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/ifpri.td7290#!/vizhome/CPRPORTAL/Overview?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/ifpri.td7290#!/vizhome/CPRPORTAL/Overview?publish=yes
https://covid-19.cochrane.org/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/covid-19-global-charts-of-deaths-and-cases/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/covid-19-global-charts-of-deaths-and-cases/
https://covidtracking.com/data
https://covid19primer.com/dashboard
https://covid19primer.com/dashboard
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19&fund=0&fund=1
https://data.humdata.org/event/covid-19
https://data.humdata.org/event/covid-19
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/research/coronavirus/
https://www.ukcdr.org.uk/funding-landscape/covid-19-research-project-tracker/
https://informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/covid-19-coronavirus-infographic-datapack/
https://informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/covid-19-coronavirus-infographic-datapack/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_tracker/
https://www.healthmap.org/covid-19/
https://www.thecommonsproject.org/covid-data-map
https://www.thecommonsproject.org/covid-data-map
https://github.com/serotracker/


  

 

C19 Resource Hubs  

Global  Regional & 

Country 

Academic 

journals & 

Publishers 

Institutes/Centres
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Health 
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Social 
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WHO COVID-

19 pandemic  
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Medicine 
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WHO risk 
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Africa 

Cell Press Johns Hopkins 

University 
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COVID-19 

UN African 

Academy of 
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Cochrane  Center for Global 

Development 

 Epidemic 

Preparedne

ss 
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Social 

Development 

Direct C19 

blog series 

UN Women Africa 

Evidence 

Network 

Elsevier CMMID 

Repository 

    

UNOCHA OCHA 

Southern 

and Eastern 

Africa 

Health 

Policy and 

Planning  

Norwegian 

Institute of Public 

Health 

    

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://africacdc.org/covid-19
https://annals.org/aim/pages/coronavirus-content
https://annals.org/aim/pages/coronavirus-content
https://annals.org/aim/pages/coronavirus-content
https://www.lstmed.ac.uk/covid-19
http://www.stoptb.org/covid19.asp
http://www.stoptb.org/covid19.asp
https://www.socialscienceinaction.org/update-novel-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://au.int/en/covid19
https://au.int/en/covid19
https://www.bmj.com/coronavirus
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/research/research-action/covid-19
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/covid-19-and-disability-movement
https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-coronaviruses
https://covid19.ncdc.gov.ng/
https://covid19.ncdc.gov.ng/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/online_first/COVID-19/en/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/online_first/COVID-19/en/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPQspbiWSWsfIITQ2j-2PvlbQuGTPLAkslhRDYsCLRs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPQspbiWSWsfIITQ2j-2PvlbQuGTPLAkslhRDYsCLRs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPQspbiWSWsfIITQ2j-2PvlbQuGTPLAkslhRDYsCLRs/edit
https://asksource.info/covid-resources/search
https://asksource.info/covid-resources/search
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.geopoll.com/blog/coronavirus-africa/
https://www.geopoll.com/blog/coronavirus-africa/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/browse-subjects/medicine/coronavirus-free-access-collection
https://www.cambridge.org/core/browse-subjects/medicine/coronavirus-free-access-collection
https://www.cambridge.org/core/browse-subjects/medicine/coronavirus-free-access-collection
https://www.odi.org/our-work/coronavirus
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/handwashing-compendium-for-low-resource-settings-a-living-document/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/handwashing-compendium-for-low-resource-settings-a-living-document/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/handwashing-compendium-for-low-resource-settings-a-living-document/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/handwashing-compendium-for-low-resource-settings-a-living-document/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/handwashing-compendium-for-low-resource-settings-a-living-document/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IVP1u6yHfLuN9qNyLEct5-vtC0aqLKtKr-o-faAjves/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IVP1u6yHfLuN9qNyLEct5-vtC0aqLKtKr-o-faAjves/edit
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate
https://coronavirus.tghn.org/regional-response/africa-ncov/
https://coronavirus.tghn.org/regional-response/africa-ncov/
https://coronavirus.tghn.org/regional-response/africa-ncov/
https://coronavirus.tghn.org/regional-response/africa-ncov/
https://www.cell.com/2019-nCOV
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://endmalaria.org/resources/library/covid19/4481
https://endmalaria.org/resources/library/covid19/4481
https://ethicsresource.ringsgenderresearch.org/covid-19-resources/
https://ethicsresource.ringsgenderresearch.org/covid-19-resources/
https://ethicsresource.ringsgenderresearch.org/covid-19-resources/
https://www.un.org/coronavirus
https://www.aasciences.africa/covid-19-updates
https://www.aasciences.africa/covid-19-updates
https://www.aasciences.africa/covid-19-updates
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/covid-19
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/coronavirus
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/coronavirus
https://epi.tghn.org/
https://epi.tghn.org/
https://epi.tghn.org/
https://epi.tghn.org/
http://www.sddirect.org.uk/our-work/covid-19-blog-series/
http://www.sddirect.org.uk/our-work/covid-19-blog-series/
http://www.sddirect.org.uk/our-work/covid-19-blog-series/
http://www.sddirect.org.uk/our-work/covid-19-blog-series/
https://data.unwomen.org/resources/covid-19-emerging-gender-data-and-why-it-matters
https://aen-website.azurewebsites.net/en/eidm-during-covid-19
https://aen-website.azurewebsites.net/en/eidm-during-covid-19
https://aen-website.azurewebsites.net/en/eidm-during-covid-19
https://coronavirus.1science.com/search
https://cmmid.github.io/topics/covid19/
https://cmmid.github.io/topics/covid19/
https://data.humdata.org/event/covid-19
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/southern-eastern-africa/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/southern-eastern-africa/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/southern-eastern-africa/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/southern-eastern-africa/
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/pages/evidence-to-inform-the-covid-19-response
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/pages/evidence-to-inform-the-covid-19-response
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/pages/evidence-to-inform-the-covid-19-response
https://www.fhi.no/en/qk/systematic-reviews-hta/map/
https://www.fhi.no/en/qk/systematic-reviews-hta/map/
https://www.fhi.no/en/qk/systematic-reviews-hta/map/
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 UKRI     
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University 

Press 

 NIH     
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and Analyses of 

C19 Impact 

    

World Bank   SAGE 

journals 

 Prevent 

Epidemics  

    

Our World in 

Data 

  Science       

COVID-19 

Narratives by 

David Nabarro 

  Springer 

Nature 

      

Reliefweb   SSRN 

(Preprints)  

      

Humanitarian 

OpenStreetMap 

Team 

  Wiley       

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/southern-eastern-africa/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/southern-eastern-africa/
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/coronavirus-covid-19.html
https://www.gov.za/Coronavirus
https://www.gov.za/Coronavirus
https://www.gov.za/Coronavirus
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/pages/coronavirus-alert
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/pages/coronavirus-alert
https://www.cebm.net/oxford-covid-19-evidence-service/
https://www.cebm.net/oxford-covid-19-evidence-service/
https://www.cebm.net/oxford-covid-19-evidence-service/
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19
https://www.thelancet.com/coronavirus
https://www.thelancet.com/coronavirus
https://www.heart-resources.org/resources-on-covid-19/
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://connect.medrxiv.org/relate/content/181
https://connect.medrxiv.org/relate/content/181
https://connect.medrxiv.org/relate/content/181
https://www.ukri.org/research/coronavirus/
https://unwfp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/db5b5df309ac4f10bfd36145a6f8880e
https://www.nejm.org/coronavirus
https://www.evidenceaid.org/coronavirus-covid-19-evidence-collection/
https://extranet.who.int/goarn/COVID19Hub
https://academic.oup.com/journals/pages/coronavirus?cc=us&lang=en&
https://academic.oup.com/journals/pages/coronavirus?cc=us&lang=en&
https://academic.oup.com/journals/pages/coronavirus?cc=us&lang=en&
https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://plos.org/covid-19/
https://www.ifpri.org/covid-19
https://www.ifpri.org/covid-19
https://www.ifpri.org/covid-19
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/search?sort_by=field_wbddh_modified_date&sort_order=DESC&f%5B0%5D=field_collection_field%3A2026
https://journals.sagepub.com/coronavirus
https://journals.sagepub.com/coronavirus
https://preventepidemics.org/
https://preventepidemics.org/
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://www.sciencemag.org/collections/coronavirus
https://www.4sd.info/covid-19-narratives/
https://www.4sd.info/covid-19-narratives/
https://www.4sd.info/covid-19-narratives/
https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/campaigns/coronavirus
https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/campaigns/coronavirus
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/coronavirus/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/coronavirus/
https://www.hotosm.org/projects/hot-covid-19-response/?mc_cid=543bf58beb&mc_eid=19980ee9fa
https://www.hotosm.org/projects/hot-covid-19-response/?mc_cid=543bf58beb&mc_eid=19980ee9fa
https://www.hotosm.org/projects/hot-covid-19-response/?mc_cid=543bf58beb&mc_eid=19980ee9fa
https://novel-coronavirus.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
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Data 

  

 

      

WorldPop           

Flowminder           

COVID-END           

Premise 

COVID-19 

Global Impact 

Study 

    

  

GISAID           

Online learning & events 

Date Title/URL Online 

learning/event 

Duration Lead 

June 2020 OpenWHO, the free, 

open-access learning 

platform for health 

emergencies, now 

offers 10 online 

courses related to 

COVID19. 

Online 

courses 

Varies WHO 

Available 

now 

Standard precautions: 

Environmental 

cleaning and 

disinfection 

Online course 1 hour WHO 

Available 

now 

COVID-19: Effective 

Nursing in Times of 

Crisis 

Online course 2 weeks – 

2 hours per 

week 

Johns Hopkins School 

of Nursing 

http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
https://www.portal.worldpop.org/demographics/
https://covid19.flowminder.org/
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/networks/covidend
https://www.premise.com/covid-19/
https://www.premise.com/covid-19/
https://www.premise.com/covid-19/
https://www.premise.com/covid-19/
https://www.gisaid.org/
https://openwho.org/courses?topic=COVID-19
https://openwho.org/courses?topic=COVID-19
https://openwho.org/courses?topic=COVID-19
https://openwho.org/courses?topic=COVID-19
https://openwho.org/courses?topic=COVID-19
https://openwho.org/courses?topic=COVID-19
https://openwho.org/courses?topic=COVID-19
https://openwho.org/courses/IPC-EC-EN
https://openwho.org/courses/IPC-EC-EN
https://openwho.org/courses/IPC-EC-EN
https://openwho.org/courses/IPC-EC-EN
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/effective-nursing-in-times-of-crisis?
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/effective-nursing-in-times-of-crisis?
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/effective-nursing-in-times-of-crisis?


Available 

now 

WHO Academy and 

WHO Info mobile 

applications 

Mobile app   WHO 

Available 

now 

COVID-19: 

Pandemics, Modelling 

and Policy 

Online 

learning 

2 weeks | 2 

hours 

weekly 

study 

FutureLearn UNESCO 

UNITWIN Complex 

Systems Digital 

Campus/Open 

University 

11.5.2020 COVID-19 Contact 

Tracing course 

Online 

learning 

5 hours Johns Hopkins 

Bloomberg School of 

Health 

7-28 May 

2020 

Virtual Evidence 

Weeks 

5 sessions 1h 30 International Initiative 

for Impact Evaluation 

(3ie) 

Tuesdays at 

1700 CEST 

(Geneva 

time) & 

Thursdays 

0830 CEST 

(Geneva 

time) 

COVID-19 Open 

online brief with Dr 

David Nabarro 

Event 1h 4SD 

Available 

now 

Emerging respiratory 

viruses, including 

COVID-19: methods 

for detection, 

prevention, response 

and control 

Online 

learning 

3 hours WHO 

Available 

now 

Responding to 

COVID-19: Real-time 

training for the 

coronavirus disease 

outbreak 

Online 

learning 

Multiple 

self-paced 

course 

WHO 

25 May 

2020 

COVID-19: Tackling 

the Novel Coronavirus 

Online 

learning 

3 weeks | 4 

hours 

FutureLearn 

LSHTM/UK PHRST 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-05-2020-launch-of-the-who-academy-and-the-who-info-mobile-applications
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-05-2020-launch-of-the-who-academy-and-the-who-info-mobile-applications
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-05-2020-launch-of-the-who-academy-and-the-who-info-mobile-applications
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/pandemics-modelling-and-policy
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/pandemics-modelling-and-policy
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/pandemics-modelling-and-policy
https://www.coursera.org/learn/covid-19-contact-tracing?edocomorp=covid-19-contact-tracing
https://www.coursera.org/learn/covid-19-contact-tracing?edocomorp=covid-19-contact-tracing
https://evidenceweeks.3ieimpact.org/
https://evidenceweeks.3ieimpact.org/
https://www.4sd.info/covid-19-open-online-briefings/
https://www.4sd.info/covid-19-open-online-briefings/
https://www.4sd.info/covid-19-open-online-briefings/
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19
https://openwho.org/channels/covid-19
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/covid19-novel-coronavirus
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/covid19-novel-coronavirus


weekly 

study 

Available 

online now 

without 

mentors. 

Updated 

version will 

commence 

early June 
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Rapid review methodology 

The rapid weekly search for peer-reviewed literature is carried out through a PubMed search with the following 

keywords (“COVID-19” OR “severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2” OR “2019-nCoV” OR “SARS-CoV-

2” OR “2019nCoV” OR “coronavirus” ) AND (“Africa” OR “South Asia” OR “Developing” OR “low-income” OR “low 

income” OR “lower-middle income” OR “low and middle income” OR “LMIC” OR “LIC” OR “global south”) OR 

(“poverty”) OR (“equity” OR “equities”), restricted to articles published in the previous 2 to 3 days, in English. This 

is complemented by a search of the homepage of the following high-impact global health journals: The Lancet 

journals, New England Journal of Medicine, Nature, JAMA, Annals of Internal Medicine, Cochrane Reviews, BMJ 

Global Health, the PLoS journals and a Twitter search of their Twitter pages. A search also of preprints from bioRxiv 

and medRxiv. Please note that papers that have not been peer-reviewed are highlighted in red. All primary 

research papers that relate to the primary and secondary impacts of the COVID-19 response in LMICs, and disease 

control and health system responses are included. Articles related to tackling the secondary impacts on other 

sectors are not included. Additional commentaries, opinions, and commissioned pieces are selected based on 

relevance. 

The search for dashboards, guidelines, tools, editorials, comments, blogs, opinions and news is through the 

academic journals listed above, C19 resource hubs and following lead academics and professionals on Twitter. 
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About this report  

This weekly COVID-19 health evidence summary (HES) is based on 3.5 hours of desk-based research. The 

summary is not intended to be a comprehensive summary of available evidence on COVID-19 but aims to make 

original documents easily accessible to decision makers which, if relevant to them, they should go to before making 

decisions. The HES are not intended to replace medical or professional advice and the researcher or the K4D 

consortium cannot be held responsible for any decisions made about COVID-19 on the basis of the HES alone. 
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Birmingham International Development Department (IDD) and the University of Manchester Humanitarian and 
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omissions or any consequences arising from the use of information contained in this health 
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