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This daily COVID-19 Health Evidence Summary is to signpost DFID and other UK government
departments to the latest relevant evidence and discourse on COVID-19 to inform and support
their response. Itis a result of 3 hours of work and is not intended to be a comprehensive summary
of available evidence on COVID-19 but aims to make original documents easily accessible to
decision makers which, if relevant to them, they should go to before making decisions.
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C19 which may
lead to improved
clinical outcomes
and better treatment
algorithms. This
review also
highlights where
further studies are
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29.05.2020

Mortality and
pulmonary
complications in
patients undergoing
surgery with
perioperative
SARS-CoV-2
infection: an
international cohort
study

The Lancet |
Article

Analysis of 1128
patients who had
surgery between 1
Jan and 31 Mar
2020

Postoperative
pulmonary
complications occur
in half of patients
with perioperative
SARS-CoV-2
infection and are
associated with high
mortality
Thresholds for
surgery during the
C19 pandemic
should be raised
compared to normal
practice, especially
in men aged 70
years and older
Postponing non-
urgent procedures
and promoting non-
operative treatment
to delay or avoid the
need for surgery
should be
considered

Mortality |
surgery

29.05.2020

Clinical
characteristics and
risk factors
associated with
COVID-19 disease
severity in patients
with cancer in
Wuhan, China: a
multicentre,
retrospective,
cohort study

The Lancet
Oncology |
Article

Patients with cancer
and COVID-19 were
more likely to
deteriorate into
severe illness than
those without
cancer

Risk factors
identified in this
study may help
early clinical
surveillance of
disease progression
of C19 in patients
with cancer

Morbidity |
NCD
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29.05.2020

Clinical
characteristics,
outcomes, and risk
factors for mortality
in patients with
cancer and COVID-
19 in Hubei, China:
a multicentre,
retrospective,
cohort study

The Lancet
Oncology |
Article

Patients with cancer
and COVID-19
admitted to hospital
had a high case-
fatality rate
Unfavourable
prognostic factors,
including receiving
chemotherapy
within 4 weeks
before symptom
onset and male sex,
may help clinicians
identify patients at
high risk of dying

Mortality |
NCD
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Title/URL

Early transmission
of SARS-CoV-2in
South Africa: an
epidemiological and
phylogenetic report

Journal/Article | Summary

type

medRXiv |
Preprint (not
peer
reviewed)

A molecular epidemiological study
by a network of government and
university laboratories of the first
21 SARS-CoV-2 whole genomes
sampled in the first port of entry,
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) during the
first month of the epidemic

The early introduction of SARS-
CoV-2 in KZN included a localised
hospital outbreak which may
explain the initially high death
rates in the province

The current high rate of
transmission of C19 in the
Western Cape and Eastern Cape
highlights the need to strengthen
local genomic surveillance in SA
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A survey run by WHO with
assessment | Department | countries has shown that  [service |
of service Preliminary C19 significantly impacts [NCD
delivery for results health services for cancer,

NCDs during cardlqvascular disease
the COVID- and diabetes
. Countries must find
19 pandemic innovative ways to
continue essential health
services
Social Science
Research suggests that
29.05.2020 | Behavioural Disaster behavioural health Behaviour

health and Medicine and concerns should take a
response for Public Health primary role in response
COVID-19 Preparedness to the pandemic

A four-step services

system is proposed

designed for

implementation with a

variety of different groups

and reserves limited

clinical services for the

most extreme reactions

Study to understand

22.05.2020 COVID-_19 Cell | the public perception Mental

pan-demlc, . Re§earch of socioeconomic health
squoeconomlc Article crises and human
crises and stress in resource-
human stress limited settings of
In resource- Bangladesh during
limited settings: the C19 outbreak
A case from 1066 Bangladeshi
Bangladesh participants
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01.06.2020 | Covid-19 and health: five expert | ODI | Blog Emma Samman
views
Tom Hart
Fiona Samuels
Carmen Leon-
Himmelstine
Vidya Diwakar
May 2020 | Towards  universal  health | ODI | Briefing paper Emma Samman
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opportunities and threats
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Rapid review methodology

The rapid daily search for peer-reviewed literature is carried out through a PubMed search with the following
keywords (“COVID-19” OR “severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2” OR “2019-nCoV” OR “SARS-CoV-
2” OR “2019nCoV” OR “coronavirus” ) AND (“Africa”) OR (“equity” OR “equities”) OR (“poverty”), restricted to
articles published in the previous 2 to 3 days, in English. This is complemented by a search of the homepage of
the following high-impact global health journals: The Lancet journals, New England Journal of Medicine, Nature,
JAMA, Annals of Internal Medicine, Cochrane Reviews, BMJ Global Health, the PLoS journals and a Twitter
search of their Twitter pages. A search also of preprints from bioRxiv and medRxiv. Please note that papers that
have not been peer-reviewed are highlighted in red. All primary research papers that relate to the primary and
secondary impacts of the COVID-19 response in LMICs, and disease control and health system responses are
included. Articles related to tackling the secondary impacts on other sectors are not included. Additional
commentaries, opinions, and commissioned pieces are selected based on relevance.
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The search for dashboards, guidelines, tools, editorials, comments, blogs, opinions and news is through the
academic journals listed above, C19 resource hubs and following lead academics and professionals on Twitter.

About this report

This daily COVID-19 health evidence summary (HES) is based on 3 hours of desk-based research. The
summary is not intended to be a comprehensive summary of available evidence on COVID-19 but aims to make
original documents easily accessible to decision makers which, if relevant to them, they should go to before
making decisions. The HES are not intended to replace medical or professional advice and the researcher or the
K4D consortium cannot be held responsible for any decisions made about COVID-19 on the basis of the HES
alone. K4D services are provided by a consortium of leading organisations working in international development,
led by the Institute of Development Studies (IDS), with Education Development Trust, Itad, University of Leeds
Nuffield Centre for International Health and Development, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM),
University of Birmingham International Development Department (IDD) and the University of Manchester
Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute (HCRI).

This evidence summary was prepared for the UK Government’s Department for k‘ Z

International Development (DFID) and its partners in support of pro-poor programmes.
Itis licensed for non-commercial purposes only. K4D cannot be held responsible for
errors, omissions or any consequences arising from the use of information contained in 'A x

this health evidence summary. Any views and opinions expressed do not necessarily
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