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This daily COVID-19 Health Evidence Summary is to signpost DFID and other UK government
departments to the latest relevant evidence and discourse on COVID-19 to inform and support
their response. It is a result of 3 hours of work and is not intended to be a comprehensive
summary of evidence.

COVID-19 Preparedness and Response

e First randomised trial of

29.04.2020 | Remdesivirin The Lancet | remdesivir suggests this
adults with severe | Article antiviral drug was not
COVID-19: a associated with statistically
randomised, significant clinical benefit in
double-blind, adult patients admitted to
placebo- hospital for severe COVID-19

controlled beyond standard care: sjtudy _of
i o 237 adults from 10 hospitals in

multicentre trial Wuhan

¢ Note that the trial was stopped
early by the data safety
monitoring board and did not
reach the predetermined
sample size due to the
outbreak being brought under
control in China

e Absence of significance in an
underpowered trial means
findings are inconclusive

e Time to clinical improvement
and duration of invasive
mechanical ventilation were
shorter in people treated with
remdesiver within 10 days of
showing symptoms, compared
with standard care
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27.04.2020

Aerodynamics Nature | Article

analysis of SARS-
CoV-2 in two
Wuhan hospitals

Potential for transmission of
SARS-CoV-2 via aerosol is
poorly understood

This study measured viral RNA
(note not infectivity of
aerosolised virus) in aerosols
in different areas of two Wuhan
hospitals during the C19
outbreak in February and
March 2020

The concentration of SARS-
CoV-2 RNA in aerosols
detected in isolation wards and
ventilated patient rooms was
very low and undetectable in
the majority of public areas, but
higher in the patients’ toilet
areas and in public areas
prone to crowding

Room ventilation, open space,
sanitisation of protective
apparel, and proper use and
disinfection of toilet areas can
effectively limit the
concentration of SARS-CoV-2
RNA in aerosols.

Guidelines, Statements & Tools

28.04.2020 | COVI-PREG CHUV International COVID-19 and
Pregnancy Registry
28.04.2020 | Accessibility Campaign - | International Call for PH information and
COVID-19 Disability communications around COVID-
Alliance 19 to be fully accessible
24.04.2020 | Handwashing compendium | IDS  Sanitation
for low resource settings: a | Learning Hub
living document (edition 1)
Ongoing WHO Country & Technical | WHO

Guidance



https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2271-3
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2271-3
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2271-3
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2271-3
https://www.chuv.ch/fr/dfme/dfme-home/recherche/femme-mere/materno-fetal-and-obstetrics-research-unit-prof-baud/covi-preg/
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/acessibility-campaign
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/acessibility-campaign
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/15241/Handwashing_Compendium_for_Low_Cost_Settings_Edition_1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/15241/Handwashing_Compendium_for_Low_Cost_Settings_Edition_1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/15241/Handwashing_Compendium_for_Low_Cost_Settings_Edition_1.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance

Ongoing

Inter-Agency Standing | IASC
Committee (IASC)

Comments, Editorials, Correspondence, Blogs, News

29.04.2020 Remdesivir  for COVID-19: challenges of | The Lancet | Comment
underpowered studies
28.04.2020 Immunotherapies for COVID-19: lessons learned | The Lancet Respiratory
from sepsis Medicine | Comment
28.04.2020 Limiting the spread of COVID-19 in Africa: one size | The Lancet |
mitigation strategies do not fit all countries Correspondence
28.04.2020 Covid-19 - A reminder to reason NEJM | Perspective
28.04.2020 The race for coronavirus vaccines: a graphical | Nature | News Feature
guide
28.04.2020 | Let Africa into the market for COVID-19 diagnostics | Nature | World View
27.04.2020 Whose coronavirus strategy worked best? | Nature | News
Scientists hunt most effective policies
28.04.2020 Pick of the coronavirus papers: ‘Dry swabbing | Nature | News
offers a workaround to test-chemical scarcity
28.04.2020 Learning to live with the new coronavirus: | Dr David Nabarro | C19

anticipation, articulation, adaptation and
accountability

Narrative
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WHO COVID- Africa The Lancet | LSTM Stop TB SSHAP
19 pandemic CDC Partnership
WHO risk African NEJM LSHTM IDA
communication | Union
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CDC for Global Menstrual and inclusion
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WHO Global GeoPoll: | BMJ oDl SLH: Coregroup
research SSA Handwashing [IDDC
in low
resource
settings
COVID-19 Global Cell Press | Johns Hopkins Rings HSG
Solidarity Health University Resyst
Response Fund | Network Reach
Africa \Wellcome
UN African Cochrane Center for Global Social
Academy | resources | Development Development
of Direct C19
Sciences blog series
UN Women PL0oS CMMID
Repository
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30.04.2020 | COVID-19 open online | Event 4SD
0730 BST briefing with Dr David
Nabarro
Available Emerging respiratory Online learning | 3 hours WHO
now viruses, including
COVID-19: methods for
detection, prevention,
response and control
Available Responding to COVID- | Online learning | Multiple WHO
now 19: Real-time training self-paced
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disease outbreak
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2020 the Novel Coronavirus 4 hours LSHTM/UK PHRST
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6 April 2020 | COVID-19 Critical Online learning | 5 weeks | FutureLearn
Care: Understanding 1 hour University of
and Application weekly Edinburgh & Royal
study College of Physicians
of Edinburgh
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Available COVID-19 supporting Online learning | Multiple BMJ Learning
now online courses self-paced
course
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